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AN ACT concerning the Departnment of Commerce and

Community Affairs.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Departnment of Commerce and Community
Affairs Law of the Civil Adm nistrative Code of Illinois is

anended by changi ng Section 605-450 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 605/ 605-450) (was 20 |ILCS 605/46. 199)

Sec. 605-450. Conmunity econom c energenci es.

(a) Upon t he recommendation of the Director, the
Governor may find that an economic energency exists in a
designated Illinois community. The finding shall be based on
one or nore of the follow ng conditions:

(1) There has been a relocation or closing of
operations of a major private enployer in the comunity.

(2) There has been a closing or relocation of a
maj or public enployer in the community.

(3) A natural disaster has resulted in substanti al
damage to the | ocal econony.

(4) The community or a portion of it has been
decl ared a disaster area by the federal governnent.

(5 A decision by the federal or State governnent
or by a foreign governnment has done substantial damage to
the | ocal econony.

(6) A high |evel of poverty or unenploynent is

chronic in the comunity. For the purposes of this item

(6), a comunity is deened to have a high Ilevel of

poverty if the percentage of its residents who have

i ncones bel ow the federal poverty level is equal to or

greater than the percentage of residents of the City of

East St. Louis who have incones bel ow the federal poverty
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| evel . For the purposes of this item(6), a community is

deened to have chronic unenploynent if its average

unenpl oynent rate for the 3 previous calendar vears 1is

equal to or greater than the average unenpl oynent rate

for the 3 previous calendar years in the City of East St.

(b) Upon a finding by the Governor that an econonic
energency exists in a designated Illinois conmunity, the
Governor shall convene an Econom ¢ Enmergency Council. The
Council shall consist of 11 nenbers as follows: the Director
of Comerce and Comunity Affairs, ex officio, the Director
of the Illinois Devel opnent Finance Authority, ex officio,
the Director of the Illinois Housing Devel opnent Authority,
ex officio, and 8 nenbers representing the desi gnat ed
comunity appointed by the Governor wth the advice and
consent of the Senate. O the 8 nenbers appointed by the
Governor, 4 shall be representatives of business and finance,
2 shall be representatives of Ilabor, and 2 shall be
representatives of education. Each nenber of the GCeneral
Assenbl y whose | egi slative district or representative
district lies in whole or in part wthin the designated
comunity shall also be a nenber of the Council, ex officio.
Menbers of a Council shall serve w thout conpensation but may
be reinbursed for their reasonable and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties.

(c) An Economc Energency Council shall develop a plan
to address the designated community's economc needs and
shall recomend that plan to the Governor and to the General
Assenbly for further resolution and appropriation. The plan
may include extending enterprise zone tax incentives, making
econom ¢ devel opnment business |oans and grants, maki ng
infrastructure rehabilitation | oans and grants, extending job
training and retraining assistance, extending tax increnent

financing, and other appropriate economc progr anms or
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i ncentives.

(d) The Illinois Econom c Enmergency Assistance Fund is
created as a special fund in the State treasury for the
purpose of channeling noneys to designated comrunities upon
further resolution and appropriation by t he CGener al
Assenbly. In addition to anounts that nmay be appropriated to
the fund, gifts or grants from any |egal source may be
deposited into the fund. Any fees or other charges collected
by the Departnment in connection wth prograns under this
Section shall also be deposited into the fund.

(Source: P.A 91-239, eff. 1-1-00.)
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