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AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BI LL 439

AMENDMVENT NO. . Anend House Bill 439 by replacing
the title with the foll ow ng:

"AN ACT concerning the environnent."; and
by replacing everything after the enacting clause with the

fol | ow ng:

"Section 5. The State Finance Act is anended by adding

Section 5.545 as fol |l ows:

(30 I'LCS 105/5.545 new)

Sec. 5. 545. The Distressed Communities and I ndustries

G ant Fund. Subsections (b) and (c¢) of Section 5 of this Act

do not apply to this Fund.

Section 10. The Environnental Protection Act is anended

by addi ng Section 58.13a as foll ows:

(415 I LCS 5/58. 13a new)

Sec. 58.13a. Distressed Communities and | ndustries G ant

(a) The Director of the Agency or his or her designee,

subject to other applicable provisions of this Title XVl
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may issue a grant to any entity for the purpose of paying the

al | owabl e costs needed to cause an eliqgible project to occur,

including, but not limted to, denolition, renediation, site

preparation renedi ation, or site investigation costs, subject

to the follow ng conditions:

(1) The project otherwise qualifies as an eligible

project in accordance wth Section 58. 14 and i s

econoni call y sound.

(2) Twenty-five percent of all grant funds will be

made available to counties with popul ati ons over

2,000,000 and the renmaining grant funds will be disbursed

t hr oughout the State.

(3) The proposed recipient of the grant gi ven under

this Section is unable to finance the entire cost of the

proj ect through ordinary financial channels.

(4) Wien conpleted, the eliqgible pr oj ect i s

projected to involve an investnent of at | east an anount

(to be expressly specified by the Agency) in capital

i mprovenents to be placed in service and will enploy at

| east an anobunt (to be expressly specified by the Agency)

of new enployees within the State, provided that the

Agency has deternmined that the project will provide a

substantial economc benefit to t he St at e. Thi s

projection shall be nmade by the proposed recipient and

confirned by the Agency.

(5) The anpbunt to be issued in a grant shall not

exceed $1, 000, 000 or 100% of the allowable cost,

whi chever is | ess. In no event, however, nay the total

financial assistance provided under this Section, Section

58. 14, and Section 201 of the Illinois | ncome Tax Act

exceed the all owabl e cost.

(6) Priority for grants issued under this Section

shall be qgiven to areas wth high |l evels of poverty,

where the unenpl oynent rate exceeds the State average,
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where an enterprise zone exists, or where the area is

otherwi se econom cally depressed as deternined by the

Departnment of Commerce and Conmunity Affairs.

(b) The determ nations of the Agency under this Section

shall be conclusive for purposes of the validity of a grant

agreenent signed by the Director of the Agency.

(c) Gants issued under this Section shall be such as

the Agency deternmines to be appropriate and in furtherance of

the purpose for which the grants are made. The npneys used

in nmaking the grants shall be disbursed fromthe Di stressed

Communities and Industries Grant Fund upon witten order of

t he Agency.

(d) The grants issued under this Section shall be used

for the purposes approved by the Agency. In no event,

however, shall the qgrant npney be used to hire or pay

addi ti onal enpl oyees of the grant recipient.

(e) The Agency may fix service charges for the naking of

a grant to offset its costs of adm nistering the program and

processing grant applications. The charges shall be payabl e

at such tine and place and in such anounts and nmanner as nay

be prescri bed by the Agency.

(f) In the exercise of the sound discretion of the

Agency, the grant described in this Secti on may be

term nated, suspended, or revoked if the grant recipient

fails to continue to neet the conditions set forth in this

Secti on. In making such a determ nation, the Agency shal

consider the severity of the condition violation, actions

t aken to correct the violation, the frequency of any

condition violations, and whether the actions exhibit a

pattern of conduct by the recipient. The Agency shall al so

consi der changes in general econonmic conditions affecting the

project. In the event the grant recipient fails to repay the

grant, the Agency shall refer the nmtter to the Attorney

CGCeneral to institute collection proceedi ngs as appropri ate.
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In any event, however, the Agency nay i mediately file a lien

on the property that is the subject of the qgrant in

accordance with applicable | aw.

(g) The Distressed Communities and | ndustries Gant Fund

is created as a special fund in the State treasury. The Fund

shall be used and adm ni stered by the Agency as provided in

this Section and the rul es adopted under this Section.

The State Treasurer, ex officio, shall be the custodi an

of the Fund, and the Conptroller shall direct paynents from

t he Fund upon vouchers properly certified by the Agency. Al

i nterest earned on nmoneys in the Fund shall be deposited into

the Fund. The Agency shall have the authority to accept,

receive, and adm nister on behalf of the State any grants,

gifts, loans, reinbursenents, or paynents for services, or

ot her noneys made available to the State from any source for

purposes of the Fund. These npneys shall be deposited into

the Fund, unl ess otherwise required by this Act or by federal

| aw.

Al noneys deposited into the Fund may, subject to

appropriation, be used by the Agency for the purposes set

forth in subdivision (a) of this Section and to cover the

Agency's costs of program devel opnent and adninistration

under this Secti on.

The Agency shall have the power to create and establish

such reserve funds and accounts as mnmay be necessary or

desirable to acconplish its purposes under this subsection

and to allocate its available noneys into those funds and

accounts. | nvestnent earnings on noneys held in t he

Distressed Comunities and |Industries G ant Fund, including

any reserve fund or pledged fund, shall be deposited into the

Di stressed Communities and I ndustries G ant Fund.

At least annually, the State Treasurer shall certify the

anount deposited into the Fund to the Agency.

Any portion of the Fund not i mediately needed for the
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pur poses authorized shall be invested by the State Treasurer

as provided by the constitution and laws of this State. Al

i ncone fromthe i nvestnents shall be credited to the Fund.

(h) Wthin 6 nonths after the effective date of this

anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly, the Agency shal

propose rules and adopt prescribing procedures and standards

for the admnistration of this Secti on.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw. ".
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