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AN ACT concerning mlitary forces.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

II'linois Legislative Medal of Val or Act.

Section 5. Illinois Legislative Medal of Valor. The
II'linois Legislative Medal of Val or shall be awarded annual |y
on Veteran's Day to current or forner nenbers of the State
mlitary forces or the United States arned forces who have
voluntarily performed a deed of per sonal bravery or
self-sacrifice involving risk of life that is so conspi cuous
as to clearly distinguish the person for gallantry and
intrepidity above that person's conrades. Awardi ng of the
medal w il be considered on the standard of extraordinary
nmerit. The nedal nmay be awarded only on incontestabl e proof

of performance of the deed.

Section 10. Recommendati ons. An i ndi vi dual havi ng
personal know edge of an act, an achi evenent, or exceptional
service warranting the award of the |Illinois Legislative
Medal of Valor may submt a letter of recommendation to the
Adj utant Ceneral. The letter of recommendati on nust give an
account of the occurrence of the deed and statenents of
eyew t nesses, extracts fromofficial records, sketches, maps,
di agranms, or photographs to support and anplify the stated

facts.

Section 15. Procedure for review of recommendations;
Panel .
(a) The Adjutant General nust transmt all letters of

recommendation for the 1llinois Legislative Medal of Val or
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and the supporting docunentation for the recomendations to a
5-nmenber panel consisting of one nenber of the public
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one
menber of the public appointed by the President of the
Senate, one nenber of the public appointed by the Mnority
Leader of the House of Representatives, and one nenber of the
public appointed by the Mnority Leader of the Senate. The
Adj utant General shall be an ex officio nenber of the panel.
The public nenbers of the panel nust be veterans of the State
mlitary forces or the United States arned forces.

(b) The 5-nmenber panel shall establish procedures for
subm ssion and review of recomendations. | f the panel
determnes that a case neets the criteria established for
awarding of the Illinois Legislative Medal of Valor, the
panel shall reconmmend to the CGeneral Assenbly the awardi ng of

t he nedal

Section 20. Award. The Illinois Legislative Medal of
Val or may be awarded only on approval of a joint resolution
of the General Assenbly. The Governor shall confer the nedal
to the chosen recipient or recipients in a cerenony on

Vet eran's Day.

Section 25. Medal; ribbons; cerenonial plaque. The
General Assenbly shall commssion, through its 5-nenber
panel, the design and production of the Illinois Legislative

Medal of Val or, an appropriate ribbon for uniformwear, and a
per manent cerenoni al plaque that shall be located in a place

of honor in the Statehouse Rotunda.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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