92_HB0171 LRB9201997LBgc

(62} N

© 00 ~N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

AN ACT concerning nethyl tertiary butyl ether.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the MIBE

Eli m nati on Act.

Section 5. Findings. The General Assenbly finds that:

(1) a single cup of MIBE, equal to the quantity found in
one gallon of gasoline oxygenated with MIBE, renders all of
the water in a 5,000, 000-gallon well undrinkabl e;

(2) the physical properties of MIBE allow MIBE to pass
easily from gasoline to air to water, or fromgasoline
directly to water, but MIBE does not readily attach to soi
particles or naturally degrade;

(3) the devel opnent of tunors and nervous system
disorders in mce and rats has been |inked to exposure to
MIBE and tertiary butyl alcohol and fornal dehyde, which are
2 netabolic byproducts of MIBE

(4) reproductive and developnental studies of MI'BE
indicate that exposure of a pregnant fermale to MIBE t hrough
i nhal ation can result in maternal toxicity and have possible
adverse effects on a devel opi ng fetus;

(5) the Health Effects Institute reported in February
1996 that the studies of MIBE support its classification as a
neur ot oxi cant and suggest that its primary effect is Ilikely
to be in the formof acute inpairnent;

(6) people with higher Ievels of MIBE in the bl oodstream
are significantly nore likely to report nore headaches, eye
irritation, nausea, dizziness, burning of the nose and
t hroat, coughing, disorientation, and vomting, as conpared
wi th those who have | ower |evels of MIBE in the bl oodstream

(7) MIBE significantly reduces the efficiency of


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

W W W W W NN N NDNNDNDRNDNNR P P R B R R B R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 & W N B O © 0 N 0o o0 M W N B O

-2- LRB9201997LBgc

technologies wused to renediate water cont am nat ed by
pet rol eum hydr ocar bons;

(8) the costs of renediation of MIBE water contam nation
t hroughout the United States could run into the billions of
dol | ars;

(9) although several studies are being conducted to
assess possi bl e nmet hods to remedi ate drinking water
contam nated by MIBE, there are currently no engineering
sol utions to make such renediation cost effective and
practi cabl e;

(10) the renediation of drinking water contam nated by
MIBE, involving the stripping of mllions of gallons of
contam nat ed ground water, can cost mllions of dollars per
muni ci pal i ty;

(11) the refornulated gasoline program under Section
211(k) of the Cean Air Act (42 U S.C. 7545(k)) has resulted
in substantial reductions in the em ssions of a nunber of air
pollutants from notor vehicles, including volatile organic
conpounds, carbon nonoxide, and toxic air pollutants from
nmobi | e sources, including benzene;

(12) in assessing oxygenate alternatives, the Blue Ri bbon
Panel of the U S. Environnental Protection Agency determ ned
t hat ethanol, made from donestic grain and potentially from
recycl ed biomass, 1is an effective fuel conponent that
provi des carbon nonoxi de em ssion benefits and high octane
and appears to contribute to the reduction of the use of
aromatics, providing reductions in emssions of toxic air
pollutants and other air quality benefits;

(13) the U S. Departnent of Agriculture concluded that
et hanol production and distribution could be expanded to neet
the needs of the refornul ated gasoline program in 4 years,
with negligible price inpacts and no interruptions in supply;
and

(14) because the refornulated gasoline program is a
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source of clean air benefits, and ethanol is a viable
alternative that provides air quality and econom c benefits,
research and devel opnent efforts should be directed to assess
infrastructure and neet other chall enges necessary to allow
ethanol use to expand sufficiently to neet the requirenents
of the refornul ated gasoline programas the use of MIBE is

phased out.

Section 10. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"MIBE" nmeans nethyl tertiary butyl ether.

"Agency" neans the Illinois Environnmental Protection
Agency.

Section 15. Local governnent assistance. The Illinois
Envi ronmental Protection Agency shall adopt all necessary

rules to inplement a programto provide technical assistance
and information to units of |ocal governnent, and, subject to
appropriations fromthe CGeneral Assenbly, the Agency shal

make matching funds available to assist wunits of |ocal
government in testing drinking water supplies and in

remedi ating drinking water contam nated with MIBE

Section 20. MIBE prohi bitions. Beginning 3 years after
the effective date of this Act, no person shall use, sell,
offer for sale, blend, or manufacture MIBE as a fuel additive
in Illlinois, nor shall any person transport fuel containing

MIBE wi thin or through the State of IIllinois.

Section 25. Gants for research on MIBE ground water
contam nation and renediati on.

(a) There 1is established a MIBE research grants program
to be adm nistered by the Agency. The Agency shall devel op by
rule a grant programto provide funding for the costs of

research on the developnent of nore cost effective and
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accurate MIBE ground water testing nmet hods and t he
devel opnent of nore efficient and cost effective renediation
procedures for water sources contam nated with MIBE

(b) In making grants under this Section, the D rector
shall seek and accept proposals for grants, determ ne the
rel evance and nerit of proposals, award grants on the basis
of merit, quality, and relevance to advancing the purposes
for which a grant may be awarded under subsection (a), and
give priority to those proposals for which matching funds are
avai |l abl e.

(c) Gants wunder this Section shall be awarded on a
conpetitive basis.

(d) No grant under this Section shall have a term /| onger

than 4 years.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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