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AN ACT concerning police officers.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Police Training Act is anended
by changing Section 8.2 and by adding Section 10.2 as

foll ows:

(50 ILCS 705/8. 2)

Sec. 8.2. Part-tine police officers.

(a) A person hired to serve as a part-time police
officer must obtain from the Board a certificate (1)
attesting to his or her successful conpletion of the
part-tinme police training course; (ii) attesting to his or
her satisfactory conpletion of a training programof simlar
content and nunber of hours that has been found acceptabl e by
the Board wunder the provisions of this Act; or (iii)
attesting to the Board's determnation that the part-tine
police training course is unnecessary because of the person's

extensive prior |aw enforcenent experience. A person hired on

or after the effective date of this anendatory Act of the

92nd General Assenbly nust obtain this certificate within 18

nmonths after the initial date of hire as a probationary

part-tine police officer in the State of |Illinois. The

probationary part-tine police officer nust be enrolled and

accepted into a Board-approved course within 6 nonths after

active enploynent by any departnent in the State. A person

hired on or after January 1, 1996 and before the effective

date of this amendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly nust

obtain this certificate wthin 18 nonths after the date of
hire. A person hired before January 1, 1996 nust obtain this
certificate within 24 nonths after the effective date of this

anendatory Act of 1995.
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The enpl oyi ng agency may seek a waiver from the Board
extending the period for conpliance. A waiver shall be

issued only for good and justifiable reasons, and the

probationary part-tine police officer may not practice as a

part-tine police officer during the waiver period and-rmay- net

extend--the-inittal-period-by-npre-than-90-days. |f training
is required and not conpleted within the applicable tine
period, as extended by any waiver that may be granted, then
the officer nust forfeit his or her position.

(b) (Bl ank).

(c) The part-tinme police training course referred to in
this Section shall be of simlar content and the same nunber
of hours as the courses for full-tine officers and shall be
provi ded by Mobile TeamlIn-Service Training Units wunder the
| nt er gover nnent al Law  Enfor cenent Oficer's 1n-Service

Training Act or by another approved programor facility in a

manner prescribed by the Board.

(d) For the purposes of this Section, the Board shal
adopt rules defining what constitutes enploynent on a
part-tine basis.

(Source: P.A 89-170, eff. 1-1-96; 90-271, eff. 7-30-97.)

(50 I'LCS 705/10.2 new)

Sec. 10.2. Crimnal background investigations.

(a) On and after the effective date of this anendatory

Act of the 92nd General Assenbly, an applicant for enpl oyment

as a peace officer shall authorize an investigation to

deternine if the applicant has been convicted of any crim nal

offense that disqualifies the person as a peace officer.

(b) No law enforcenent agency may knowi ngly enploy a

person unless (i) a crimnal background investigation of that

person has been completed and (ii) that investigation reveals

no convictions of offenses specified in subsection (a) of

Section 6.1 of this Act.
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Section 10. The Illinois Minicipal Code is anmended by

changing Section 10-2.1-6 as foll ows:

(65 ILCS 5/10-2.1-6) (from Ch. 24, par. 10-2.1-6)

Sec. 10- 2. 1- 6. Exam nati on of appl i cants;
di squalifications.

(a) Al applicants for a position in either the fire or
police departnent of the nunicipality shall be under 35 years
of age, shall be subject to an exam nation that shall be
public, conpetitive, and open to all applicants (unless the
council or board of trustees by ordinance Iimt applicants to
electors of the nmunicipality, county, state or nation) and
shall be subject to reasonable Iimtations as to residence,
health, habits, and noral character. The nunicipality may
not charge or collect any fee froman applicant who has net
al | prequalification st andar ds est abl i shed by t he
muni ci pality for any such position.

(b) Residency requirenents in effect at the tinme an
i ndi vi dual enters t he fire or police service of a
muni cipality (other than a municipality that has nore than
1,000,000 inhabitants) cannot be nade nore restrictive for
that individual during his period of service for that
muni ci pality, or be nmade a condition of pronotion, except for
the rank or position of Fire or Police Chief.

(c) No person with a record of m sdenmeanor convictions
except those wunder Sections 11-6, 11-7, 11-9, 11-14, 11-15,
11-17, 11-18, 11-19, 12-2, 12-6, 12-15, 14-4, 16-1, 21.1-3,
24-3.1, 24-5, 25-1, 28-3, 31-1, 31-4, 31-6, 31-7, 32-1, 32-2,
32-3, 32-4, 32-8, and subsections (1), (6) and (8) of Section
24-1 of the Crimnal Code of 1961 or arrested for any cause
but not convicted on that cause shall be disqualified from
taking the examnation to qualify for a position in the fire
departnent on grounds of habits or noral character

(d) The age Iimtation in subsection (a) does not apply

(1) to any person previously enployed as a policeman or
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fireman in a regularly constituted police or fire departnent
of (I) any nunicipality or (Il) a fire protection district
whose obligations were assumed by a nunicipality wunder
Section 21 of the Fire Protection District Act, (ii) to any
person who has served a nunicipality as a regularly enrolled
volunteer fireman for 5 years immedi ately preceding the tine
that nunicipality begins to use full tinme firemen to provide
all or part of its fire protection service, or (iii) to any
person who has served as an auxiliary policeman under Section
3.1-30-20 for at least 5 years and is under 40 years of age,

or (iv) to any person who has served as a deputy under

Section 3-6008 of the Counties Code and otherw se neets

necessary training requirenents.

(e) Applicants who are 20 years of age and who have
successfully conpleted 2 years of |aw enforcenent studies at
an accredited college or university may be considered for
appointment to active duty with the police departnent. An
applicant described in this subsection (e) who is appointed
to active duty shall not have power of arrest, nor shall the
applicant be permtted to carry firearns, until he or she
reaches 21 years of age.

(f) Applicants who are 18 years of age and who have
successfully conpleted 2 years of study in fire techniques,
anmounting to a total of 4 high school credits, within the
cadet program of a nunicipality may be considered for
appointnment to active duty with the fire departnment of any
muni ci pality.

(g) The council or board of trustees may by ordi nance
provi de that persons residing outside the nunicipality are
eligible to take the exam nati on.

(h) The exam nations shall be practical in character and
relate to those matters that will fairly test the capacity of
the persons exam ned to discharge the duties of the positions

to which they seek appointnment. No person shall be appointed
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to the police or fire departnent if he or she does not
possess a high school diploma or an equival ent high school
education. A board of fire and police conmm ssioners nmay, by
its rules, require police applicants to have obtained an
associ ate's degree or a bachelor's degree as a prerequisite
for enploynent. The exam nations shall include tests of
physical qualifications and health. No person shall be
appointed to the police or fire departnent if he or she has

suffered the anputation of any linb unless the applicant's

duties will be only clerical or as a radio operator. No
applicant shall be exam ned concerning his or her political
or religious opinions or affiliations. The exam nations
shal | be conducted by the board of fire and police

conmm ssioners of the nunicipality as provided in this
Division 2.1.

(1) No person who is classified by his |ocal selective
service draft board as a conscientious objector, or who has
ever been so classified, my be appointed to the police
depart nent.

(j) No person shall be appointed to the police or fire
departnent unless he or she is a person of good character and
not an habitual drunkard, ganmbler, or a person who has been
convicted of a felony or a crine involving noral turpitude.
No person, however, shall be disqualified from appointnent to
t he fire departnment because of his or her record of
m sdenmeanor convictions except those under Sections 11-6,
11-7, 11-9, 11-14, 11-15, 11-17, 11-18, 11-19, 12-2, 12-6,
12-15, 14-4, 16-1, 21.1-3, 24-3.1, 24-5, 25-1, 28-3, 31-1,
31-4, 31-6, 31-7, 32-1, 32-2, 32-3, 32-4, 32-8, and
subsections (1), (6) and (8) of Section 24-1 of the Crimnal
Code of 1961 or arrest for any cause w thout conviction on
t hat cause. Any such person who is in the departnent may be
removed on charges brought and after a trial as provided in

this Division 2. 1.
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(Source: P.A 89-52, eff. 6-30-95; 90-445, eff. 8-16-97;
90-481, eff. 8-17-97; 90-655, eff. 7-30-98.)

Section 90. The State Mandates Act is anended by addi ng

Section 8.25 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 805/8.25 new)

Sec. 8.25. Exenpt nmandate. Notwi t hstanding Sections 6

and 8 of this Act, no reinbursement by the State is required

for the inplenentation of any nandate created by this

anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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