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AN ACT concerning health care facilities.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Interference with Access to Health Care Facilities Act.

Section 5. Cause of action. Any person who, wth the
intent to prevent another person fromentering or exiting a
health care facility, violates Section 10-3, 10-3.1, 12-2, or
12-6 of the Crimnal Code of 1961 or commts the offense of
unlawful interference with access to health care under the
Crimnal Code of 1961 is liable to any person aggrieved by
that conduct, including but not I|imted to the owners,
enpl oyees, officers, or agents of the health care facility,
as well as to any person whose |lawful efforts to enter or

| eave the facility are obstructed, inpeded, or hindered.

Section 10. Damages; injunctive relief; costs. The
aggrieved person may bring a civil action under this Act and
obtain the greater of actual damages or |iquidated danages,

injunctive relief, and reasonable attorney's fees and costs.

Section 15. Definitions. As used in this Act:

(1) "Actual damages" shall be treble the anount of
damages proved by the plaintiff. Proof of actual damages may
i ncl ude evidence of pain, suffering, and enotional distress.

(2) "Liquidated damages" shall be $5, 000.

(3) "Injunctive relief" may include, but is not Ilimted
to: (i) the inposition of a buffer zone of no nore than 50
feet around the health care facility in which individuals
shal | be prohibited from congregating, picketing, patrolling,

denonstrating, or entering with the intent to obstruct access
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to t he clinic, Dblock vehicular traffic, or otherw se
unlawfully interfere with the clinic's operation; and (ii)
the inposition of a noise restriction in which individuals
shall be prohibited from singing, chanting, whi st i ng,
shouting, or using bullhorns, sound anplification equi pnent,
or making or causing other sounds within hearing of patients
inside the clinic with the intent to unlawfully interfere

with the clinic's operation.

Section 900. The Crimnal Code of 1961 is anended by

adding Article 21.4 as foll ows:

(720 ILCS 5/ Article 21.4 headi ng new
ARTI CLE 21.4. | NTERFERENCE W TH ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE

(720 1LCS 5/21.4-1 new)

Sec. 21.4-1. Unlawful interference with access to health

care. A person commits the offense of unlawful interference

wth access to health care when he or she intentionally

prevents or attenpts to prevent an individual fromentering

or exiting a health care facility by physically detai ning the

i ndi vidual or physically obstructing, hindering, or inpeding

the individual's passage.

(720 I1LCS 5/21. 4-2 new)
Sec. 21.4-2. Definition. As used in this Article,

"health care facility" neans a private or public facility

that provides health care services directly to any person,

including but not Jlimted to, a hospital, clinic, licensed

heal th practitioner's office, heal th mai nt enance

organi zation, or diagnostic or treatnent center.

(720 1LCS 5/21. 4-3 new)

Sec. 21.4-3. Penalty. Unlawful interference with access
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to health care is a Cass A m sdeneanor

(720 1 LCS 5/21. 4-4 new)
Sec. 21.4-4. Exenptions. This Article does not prohibit

any of the follow ng:

(1) Lawful conduct protected by the First Anendment to

the United States Constitution or by Section 4 or 5 of

Article | of the Illinois Constitution.

(2) Lawful conduct by an officer, enployee, or agent of

the health care facility.

(3) Lawful conduct by a peace officer while performng

his or her official duties.

(4) Lawful conduct by a party to a |labor dispute in

furtherance of |abor or nmanagenent objectives in t hat
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