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AN ACT to anmend the Children and Fam |y Services Act by

changi ng Section 5. 15.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Children and Famly Services Act is

anended by changi ng Section 5.15 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 505/5. 15)

Sec. 5.15. Daycare; Departnent of Human Servi ces.

(a) For the purpose of ensuring effective statew de
pl anni ng, devel opnent, and utilization of resources for the
day care of children, operated under various auspices, the
Departnent of Human Services is designated to coordinate al
day care activities for children of +the State and shal
develop or continue, and shall update every year, a State
conpr ehensi ve day-care plan for subm ssion to the Governor
that identifies high-priority areas and groups, relating them
to available resources and identifying the nost effective
approaches to the use of existing day care services. The

State conprehensive day-care plan shall be made available to

the General Assenbly followi ng the Governor's approval of
t he pl an.
The plan shall include nmethods and procedures for the

devel opnent of additional day care resources for children to
meet the goal of reducing short-run and | ong-run dependency
and to provide necessary enrichnent and stinmulation to the
education of young children. Recommendations shall be nmade
for State policy on optimumuse of private and public, |ocal,
State and federal resources, including an estimate of the
resources needed for the licensing and regul ati on of day care
facilities.

A witten report shall be submtted to the Governor and
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the General Assenbly annually on April 15. The report shal
include an evaluation of developnents over the preceding
fiscal year, including cost-benefit analyses of various
arrangenents. Beginning with the report in 1990 submtted by
the Departnent's predecessor agency and every 2 years
thereafter, the report shall also include the foll ow ng:

(1) An assessnent of the child care services, needs
and available resources throughout the State and an
assessnment of the adequacy of existing child care
servi ces, i ncl udi ng, but not Ilimted to, services
assisted under this Act and wunder any other program
adm ni stered by other State agencies.

(2) A survey of day care facilities to determ ne
the nunber of qualified caregivers, as defined by rule,
attracted to vacant posi tions and any problens
encountered by facilities in attracting and retaining

capabl e caregi vers. The report shall include an

assessnent, based on the survey, of any working condition

i mprovenents required to attract capabl e caregivers.

(3) The average wages and salaries and fringe
benefit packages paid to caregivers throughout the State,

conputed on a regional basis. The report shall include a

deternination by the Departnent of the adequacy of those

wages and salaries and fringe benefit packages in

assuring the provision of quality child care.

(4) The qualifications of new caregivers hired at
licensed day care facilities during the previous 2-year
peri od.

(5 Recommendations for increasing caregiver wages
and salaries to ensure quality care for children.

(6) Evaluation of the fee structure and inconme
eligibility for child care subsidized by the State.

The requirement for reporting to the General Assenbly

shall be satisfied by filing copies of the report wth the
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Speaker, the Mnority Leader, and the Cerk of the House of
Representatives, the President, the Mnority Leader, and the
Secretary of the Senate, and the Legislative Research Unit,
as required by Section 3.1 of t he Cener al Assenbl y
Organi zation Act, and filing such additional copies with the
State Governnent Report Distribution Center for the GCeneral
Assenbly as is required under paragraph (t) of Section 7 of
the State Library Act.

(b) The Departnment of Human Services shall establish
policies and procedures for developing and inplenenting
i nteragency agreenents wth other agencies of the State
providing child care services or reinbursement for such
services. The plans shall be annually reviewed and nodified
for the purpose of addressing issues of applicability and
service systembarriers.

(c) In cooperation wth other State agencies, the
Depart ment of Human Services shall develop and inplenent, or
shall continue, a resource and referral systemfor the State
of Illinois either wwthin the Departnent or by contract with
| ocal or regional agencies. Funding for inplenentation of
this system may be provided through Departnent appropriations
or other inter-agency funding arrangenents. The resource and
referral system shall provide at |east t he fol |l ow ng
servi ces:

(1) Assenbling and maintaining a data base on the
supply of child care services.

(2) Providing i nformation and referrals for
parents.

(3) Coordinating the devel opnment of new child care
resour ces.

(4) Providing technical assistance and training to
child care service providers.

(5 Recording and analyzing the demand for child

care services.
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(d) The Departnent of Human Services shall conduct day

care planning activities with the following priorities:

(1) Devel opnent of voluntary day care resources
wherever possible, wth the provision for grants-in-aid
only where denonstrated to be wuseful and necessary as

i ncentives or supports. By January 1, 2002, the

Departnent shall design a plan to create nore child care

slots as well as qgoals and tinmetables to inprove quality

and accessibility of child care.

(2) Enphasis on service to children of recipients
of public assistance when such service wll allow
training or enploynent of the parent toward achieving the
goal of independence.

(3) Maximum enploynent of recipients of public
assistance in day care centers and day care hones,
operated in conjunction wth short-termwork training
pr ogr ans.

(4) Care of children fromfamlies in stress and
crises whose nenbers potentially may becone, or are in
danger of becom ng, non-productive and dependent.

(5 Expansion of famly day care facilities
wher ever possi bl e.

(6) Location of centers in economcally depressed
nei ghbor hoods, preferably in nmulti-service centers wth

cooperation of other agencies. The Departnent shal

coordinate the provision of grants to encourage the

creati on and expansion of child care centers in high need

communities to be issued by the State, business, and

| ocal governnents.

(7) Use of existing facilities free of charge or
for reasonable rental whenever possible in Ilieu of
construction.

(8) Devel opnent of strategies for assuring a nore

conplete range of day care options, including provision
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of day care services in hones, in schools, or in centers,
which will enable a parent or parents to conplete a
course of education or obtain or maintain enploynent and

the creation of nmore child care options for swing shift,

evening, and weekend workers and for worki ng wonen with

sick children. The Departnent shall encourage conpani es

to provide child care in their own offices or in the

building in which the corporation is Jlocated so that

enpl oyees of all the building' s tenants can benefit from

the facility.

(9) Developnent of strateqgies f or subsi di zi ng

students pursuing deqrees in the child care field.

(10) Continuation and expansion of support service

prograns that assist teen parents to continue and

conpl ete their educati on.

Enphasis shall be given to support services that wll
hel p to ensure such parents' graduation from high school and
to services for participants in the Project Chance program of
job training conducted by the Departnent.

(e) The Departnent of Human Services shall actively
stinul ate the devel opnent of public and private resources at
the local Ilevel. It shall also seek the fullest utilization
of federal funds directly or indirectly available to the
Depart nent .

Where appropriate, existing non-governnental agencies or
associ ations shall be involved in planning by the Departnent.

(f) To better accommobdate the child care needs of |ow
i ncone wor ki ng famlies, especially those who receive
Tenporary Assistance for Needy Famlies (TANF) or who are
transitioning from TANF to work, or who are at risk of
depending on TANF in the absence of <child care, t he
Depart nent shal | conplete a study wusing outcone-based
assessnment neasurenents to anal yze the various types of child

care needs, including but not limted to: child care hones;
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child care facilities; before and after school care; and
eveni ng and weekend care. Based upon the findings of the
study, the Departnent shall develop a plan by April 15, 1998,
that identifies the various types of child care needs within
vari ous geographic locations. The plan shall include, but
not be limted to, the special needs of parents and guardi ans
in need of non-traditional child care services such as early
nor ni ngs, evenings, and weekends; the needs of very |ow
incone famlies and children and how they m ght be better
served; and strategies to assist child care providers to neet
t he needs and schedules of |ow inconme famlies.

(Source: P.A 89-507, eff. 7-1-97; 90-236, eff. 7-28-97;
90-590, eff. 1-1-99.)
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