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AN ACT inrelation to crimnal |aw

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Unified Code of Corrections is anended by

addi ng Section 3-12-16 as foll ows:

(730 ILCS 5/3-12-16 new)
Sec. 3-12-16. Hel ping Paws Service Dog Program

(a) Inthis Section:

"Disabled person" neans a person who suffers froma

physical or nmental inpairment that substantially limts one

or nore npjor life activities.

"Prograni neans the Helping Paws Service Dog Program

created by this Section.

"Service dog" nmeans a dog trained in obedience and task

skills to neet the needs of a disabl ed person.

"Aninal care professional" neans a person certified to

work in aninal care related services, such as groom nq,

kenneling, and any other related fields.

"Service dog professional" neans a person certified to

train service dogs by an agency, organization, or school

approved by the Departnent.

(b) The Departnment nay establish the Helping Paws

Service Dog Programto train commtted persons to be service

dog trainers and aninal care professionals. The Departnent

shall select committed persons in various correctional

institutions and facilities to participate in the Program

(c) Priority for participation in the Program must be

given to conmtted persons who either have a high schoo

di plona or have passed the high school |evel Test of General

Educati onal Devel opment ( GED)

(d) The Departnent nmay contract wth service dog
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professionals to train committed persons to be certified

service dog trainers. Service dog professionals shall train

commtted persons in dog obedience training, service dog

training, and aninal health care. Upon successful conpletion

of t he traini ng, a comm tted person shall receive

certification by an agency, organi zation, or school approved

by the Departnent.

(e) The Depar t ment may desi ghat e a non-profit

organi zation to select animals from hunane societies and

shelters for the purpose of being trained as service dogs and

for participation in any programdesigned to train aninal

care professionals.

(f) After a dog is trained by the conmtted person as a

service dog, a review committee consisting of an equal nunber

of per sons from t he Depart ment and the non-profit

organi zation shall select a disabled person to receive the

service dog free of charge.

(g) Enployees of the Departnent shall periodically visit

di sabled persons who have received service dogs fromthe

Departnent under this Section to determ ne whether the needs

of the disabled persons have been net by the service dogs

trained by committed persons.

(h) Enpl oyees of the Departnent shall periodically visit

comm tted persons who have been certified as service dog

trainers or aninal <care professionals and who have been

paroled or placed on nmndatory supervised rel ease to

deternine whether the conmtted persons are using their

skills as certified service dog trainers or aninmal care

pr of essi onal s.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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