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Clerk Bolin: "House Perfunctory Session will come to order.
Introduction of Resolutions. House Resolution 385, offered
by Representative Currie."

Speaker Madigan: "The House will come to order. The Members
will be 1in their seats. Members and guests are asked to
refrain from starting their laptops, turn off all cell
phones and rise for the invocation and the Pledge of
Allegiance. We shall be led in prayer today by Pastor
Shawn Lewis who is with the TIllinois.. he is the Illinois
State Director of the Capitol Commission, serving the
political 1leaders of 1Illinois. He i1is the guest of
Representative Morrison."

Pastor Lewis: If you'd bow with me 1in prayer. Father in
Heaven, You have selected each Member of this chamber. It's
not the luck of.. luck of the draw that won their elections
but providence and for the challenges they face today, it
is providential that each one is here. That is a comp.. May
they trust in You for wisdom today, even salvation if
necessary. Teach us, Lord, to number our days and help us
to realize how transient 1life is. We're only here for a
moment in the history of one state, and that's a humbling
thought. May 1t cause us to step back for a moment,
examine our 1lives against Your word, and turn to you for
grace, mercy and even joy. In the final days of the
regular Session, many here under pressure, burdened and
eager to go home and I pray that You would uphold each of
our Representatives, give them strength and clarity of

thought, protect their families as they're away from home,
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comfort them while they serve. We pray these things in
Jesus' name, Amen."

Speaker Madigan: "We shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance
by Representative Chapa LavVia."

Chapa Lavia - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America and to the republic for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and

justice for all."

Speaker Madigan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie."
Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record reflect

that there are no excused absences among House Democrats

today."
Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Bost."
Bost: "Thank.. thank you, Mr. Speaker. Let the record reflect

that Representative Barickman and Stephenson are excused

today. Stephens.™"

Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Bost. Stephens?"
Bost: "Stephens. Yes, Sir."
Speaker Madigan: "The Clerk shall take the record. There being

115 Members responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there
is a quorum present. Mr. Clerk."

Clerk Bolin: "Committee Reports. Representative Currie,
Chairperson from the Committee on Rules reports the
following committee action taken on May 27, 2011:
recommends be adopted House Resolution 385."

Speaker Madigan: "The Chair recognizes Representative Osmond."

Osmond: "Thank vyou, Mr. Speaker. The Republicans wish to

caucus in Room 118."
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Speaker Madigan: "Representative, would you have an estimated..
estimate of time?"

Osmond: "One hour."

Speaker Madigan: "So, Democrats, please stay in the wvicinity.
The Republicans will go to caucus. They tell us they'll be
back in about an hour, and if Democrats would stay in the
vicinity. Thank vyou very much. The House shall come to
order. Mr. Clerk."

Clerk Bolin: "Committee Reports. Representative Currie,
Chairperson from the Committee on Rules reports the
following committee action taken on May 27, 2011:
recommends be adopted Floor Amendment #4 to 1738, Floor
Amendment #7 to Senate Bill 395, Floor Amendment #4 to
Senate Bill 1773 and Floor Amendment #4 to Senate Bill

1943."
Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Eddy."
Eddy: "Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order."
Speaker Madigan: "State your point."
Eddy: "Under House Rule 18(g), I move for the discharge of

Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 1177 from the House Rules
Committee. Under House Rule 54 (a)(2), as vyou know, all
Motions are assigned Standard Debate status and I wish to
debate my Motion. And upon conclusion of the debate, I ask
for a recorded vote on the Motion to Discharge. Under Rule
49, Article IV, Section 8(c) of the TIllinois Constitution,
any vote shall be by record vote whenever five
Representatives shall so request, and there are at least
five Members on my side of the aisle by show of hands that

wish for a recorded vote on the Motion to Discharge
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Amendment #1 to Senate Bill 1177 from the House Rules

Committee."
Speaker Madigan: "Representative Currie."
Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. I object to the Motion."
Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Eddy, in 1light of the objection by

Representative Currie, your Motion has failed. Mr. Eddy."
Eddy: "Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point of order. We
specifically request that a Roll Call vote on my Motion
pursuant to the rights granted in the House Rules and the
Illinois Constitution, this breach of rules should be
corrected immediately with a Roll Call vote on my Motion to
Discharge. We are asking very simply that an Amendment be
brought to the floor which adds transparency to a system
related to mapping that lacks transparency. We have worked
on a.. on a map that has the potential to be heard around
the state in multiple 1locations so that we can add
transparency to what has been a very.. a system that’'s
lacked in transparency. A week ago on Friday, one map was
put out, we had just two hearings, one in Chicago one in
Springfield over the weekend. We’'ve waived notice
requirements and now the final Amendment hasn't even had a
hearing around the state. There have been no hearings or
there are no opportunities for the people of the State of
Illinois to have input in a final map. What we'd like is
to have our Amendment brought to the floor, the process
that has become very, very nontransparent to be provided
transparency and that a fair transparent process.. you know,
there's nothing more important in a democracy than our

right to vote and the fact that we have not had hearings
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around this state on the final version of a map that's
going to affect the voters of this state for the next 10
years 1s an outrage. We are simply asking that our
Amendment #1 to Senate Bill 1177 be allowed out here so
that we can add transparency for statewide public hearings
on the fair map as well."

Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Eddy, as I stated earlier, your Motion
failed because of the objection by Representative Currie,

and that Motion is not subject to appeal pursuant to the

rules. The Chair recognizes Representative Osmond. The
Chair recognizes Representative Currie concerning
Supplemental Calendar #2, Motions in Writing.

Representative Currie."

Currie: "Thank vou, Speaker, Members of the House. I move we
suspend the posting requirements so that Senate Bill 123
may be heard 1in Human Services, Senate Bill 270 1in
Executive, Senate Bill 675 in Executive, Senate Bill 2133
in Exec, and Senate Bill 2255 in Health Care Licenses, and
House Resolution 412 in Labor."

Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the Motion. Mr. Eddy."

Eddy: "Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I object to the Lady's Motion,
and I request a Roll Call vote against her Motion."

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Currie has moved to suspend
the posting requirements on multiple Bills. Mr. Eddy
objects. Those in favor of the Motion by Representative
Currie will vote 'vyes'; opposed will vote 'no'. Have all
voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? The Clerk shall

take the record. On this question, there are 64 voting
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'ves', 52 wvoting 'no', and the Motion is adopted. For what

purpose does Mr. Rose seek recognition?"

Rose: "Mr. Speaker, two points of personal privilege, if I
may."

Speaker Madigan: "State your point."

Rose: "Ladies and Gentlemen, I'm very excited today, our

colleague and one of my best friends, Jason Barickman, 1is
the proud father of August Michael Barickman, 7 pounds, 8
ounces, he was born 4:45 p.m. yesterday. I saw him rushing
out of the Capitol, now we know why. So let's give Mr.
Barickman a big round of applause. And 1if I may, Mr.
Speaker, in the gallery on the Democrat side is Tim
McCollum. Mr. McCollum, why don't you stand up, sir. Mr.
McCollum is a former teacher of mine from Charleston Middle
School, one of the greatest teachers I've ever had, and I
wasn't the only one. Ladies and Gentlemen, Mr. McCollum has
received many awards and he's retiring after 38 vyears of
service. He won the National Education Association Horace
Mann Award for Teaching Excellence in 2009 and the Golden
Apple Central Illinois Academy inaugural class of 2008, the
Exxon Mobile Outstanding Teacher Award of 2006, and on and
on. Mr. McCollum i1s a great teacher. The students in
Charleston will miss him deeply. He often spends his
summers taking accelerated classes of science students
around our community learning more when they probably.. many
of them would be doing baseball or sports or otherwise, but
he takes his time off to help them advance their
educational studies during the school vyear.. during the

nonschool vyear. Ladies and Gentlemen, Mr. McCollum is a
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personal friend of mine and a former teacher, one of the
greatest teachers I've ever had. I'm going to be sad to
see him go, but something many might not know 1is Mr.
McCollum was actually one of the finalists back in the day
to be the first teacher 1in space, and of course, that
turned into a national tragedy for our country. But he was
one of the first selected and he's had an extraordinary
outstanding career in teaching. He's joined by his wife
Monica.. excuse me, Rita, his daughter Monica, and his son
Kyle, 1f they'd stand as well. And could we salute his
yvears of service to our state and to Charleston and many
students he's educated over the years? Thank you so much,
Mr. McCollum."

Speaker Madigan: "On the Order of Second.. on the Order of

Senate Bills-Second Reading, on page 8 of the Calendar,

there appears Senate Bill 1177. Representative Currie.
Mr. Clerk."
Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1177, a Bill for an Act concerning

redistricting. The Bill was read for a second time on a
previous day. No Committee Amendments. Floor Amendment #2,

offered by Representative Currie, has been approved for

consideration."
Speaker Madigan: "Representative Currie on the Amendment."
Currie: "Would it be possible to move this to Third and have

our discussion on Third, if that would be acceptable to Mr.
Eddy?"

Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Eddy."

Eddy: "Mr. Speaker, I believe Representative Rose has a

question or two while it's on Second.. on the Amendment."
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Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Rose."
Rose: "Thank vyou, Mr. Speaker. If the Majority Leader would

vield just for a brief couple questions."

Currie: "Should I present the Amendment first or is this.."

Rose: "Sure. Thank you. No."

Currie: "Okay."

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Currie."

Currie: "Are you sure you want to do this?"

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Currie."

Rose: "This is.."

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker and Members of the House. As you

know, the United States and the State Constitution require
us to redraw Legislative Districts every 10 years after the
results of the census become available. And what this
Amendment does, Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 1177, it does
exactly that. Under State Law, we were required to hold
four public hearings across the state; in fact, we held 15
before proposing the map and after we proposed a map, we,
in conjunction with the Senate, held 3 more. I am grateful
to the Members of the chamber who participated in those
hearings and I'm very grateful to the Members of the
public, many who provided oral and written testimony and
I'm here to say that we did take into account much of what
they had to report. I think our map is the better for the
hearings. Our map is the better for public participation. I
believe that this proposal, this General Assembly
redistricting plan, is fair. It represents our best efforts
to balance the many factors that have to be taken into

account when we are redistricting a state as diverse as
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Illinois. As you know, the population in Illinois changed
significantly over the last 10 vyears. Ten years ago, Kane
Will, Kendall Counties were farmland, were open space. In
the meantime, of course, today each has a substantial
population and it looks as if they will continue to grow
over the next decade. Chicago, for the first time, saw a
significant drop in population, some 200 thousand people in
part due to migration to the south, the southwest and
western parts of the state. So, there were significant
changes in some areas of the state, not very much in the
way of change, and 1in other parts of the state,
significant. So, some districts in this map look wvery much
as the ones in today's map look, minimal change; others are
significantly different. Drafting a redistricting map 1is
not a simple task, not for the faint of heart and it isn't
a Jjob that 1s given to one person. It 1is a task that
requires many ideas, many thoughts and many hands. But
first and foremost, this map perfectly complies with the
one person one vote requirement of the United States
Constitution. Every Representative district in the state
has a population of 108,734 people; in a few cases,
108,735. We have respected this, the cardinal rule of
redistricting. We also recognize that the plan has to
comply both with the United States Constitution and the
Federal Voting Rights Act. We Dbelieve the plan 1is
consistent with both of those and we believe also that the
districts satisfy the Illinois Constitution's requirement
that districts be compact and contiguous and I believe this

plan fully complies with the Illinois Voting Rights Act. I
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believe the map 1is politically fair, but we certainly
recognize that partisan concerns did play a role. There are
a number of other factors that go into any redistricting
plan and all of these were considered in balance one with
another. These principles 1include ©preserving core of
existing districts, ©preserving communities of interest,
respecting county, township, ward boundaries; 1in a sense,
making sure that political divisions.. subdivisions are
taken into account maintaining incumbent constituent
relationships, proposals that came from testimony both oral
and written during the time that we were considering the
map, incumbent requests and respect for geographic features
like rivers and I would say mountains but of course in
Illinois we don't have any. Between the initial
presentation of the map as in House Bill 3760, we held, as
I told you, additional hearings and in those additional
hearings there were.. it was more testimony that led to some
changes between what we saw in 3760 and what we see today
in Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 1177. We heard from many
Latino groups at the hearings including the Mexican
American Legal Defense and Educational Fund. They were
concerned that some of the districts that had a majority
Hispanic populations didn't have enough to make those
effective opportunities for Hispanic populations to have an
impact on electoral outcomes. So, we made some changes to
voting-age populations in several districts. We also split,
at their request, the Little Village community in Chicago
in order, again, to improve.. or to expand.. raise the

Hispanic voting-age population. In Springfield, we heard
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from the medical district. They would have preferred to
have been in one district, and so, we responded to that
request. We also responded to individual requests from some
of our Members. And as I say, the map in Amendment 2 is not
significantly different from what we saw in House Bill
3760, but it does represent our effort to make sure that
people who bring legitimate issues to us were given an
opportunity to be heard. So at the end of the day, this map
is, I believe, a competitive map; it's a fair map. It's not
a perfect map because there isn't any such thing. There'll
be some of us, individual Members, some on your side of the
aisle and some are mine.. on mine who are happy and some who
are not happy, but we think this map protects minority
rights. It's consistent with Federal and State Laws that
protect minority voting rights and it follows all
applicable laws, ours as well as Federal. I am grateful,
again, to the members of the public who came forward and
shared their ideas with us. And while I can't.. I can't
suggest that we took every single one of their ideas,
because to have done so would have conflicted with somebody
else's we did take their thoughts into consideration and we
tried our best to be responsive. I think this is a good
plan. I think it's a solid plan. I think it will serve the
citizens of TIllinois well over the next decade. I'd be
delighted to answer your questions. And I certainly hope
yvou will join me in voting to support Senate Bill 1177 with
Amendment 2."

Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Rose."
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Rose: "Thank vyou. Majority Leader Currie, on Sunday, May 22,
the first kind of proposed Amendment was introduced into
Rules Committee on Hou.. what was then House Bill 3760. That
committee was called in Chicago. Do you have any idea how
much lead time Members of that committee were given to be

there for that hearing?"

Currie: "T don't know."
Rose: "What I think our staff told us is.."
Currie: "But the committee.. the committee had been scheduled

for at least a week that, I think, probably two weeks."

Rose: "That's not what our staff had indicated to us."

Currie: "The committee hearing had been scheduled, had been
posted, for several weeks, Sir."

Rose: "But the Amendment was filed and then the Rules Committee
met then, Jjust quickly after it was filed. 1Is that
correct?"

Currie: "The Amendment was filed on Friday. I think vyou're
describing a committee hearing on Sunday, but the Amendment
was filed on Friday."

Rose: "What was the notice requirement for Rules to meet to
refer that Amendment?"

Currie: "I believe two hours."

Rose: "That's contrary to our understanding, but we will
certainly go back and check the record on that point,
Majority Leader. Also, I assume as I.. we met.. what day did
we have our committee this week? Was it Tuesday? Our
Redistricting Committee, was that Tuesday of this week?"

Currie: "It was on Tuesday. We met on Sunday; we met on Tuesday

jointly with the Senate."
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Rose: "So, on Tuesday, I believe, vyou and Senator Raoul had
asked if we were.. if the Republicans were going to propose
a map. As I'm sure vyou know, Representative Fortner
vesterday proposed what was House Floor Amendment #1 in
response to your request. I take it from the action that
we're about to take here, to adopt this Amendment, that we
will not be going to committee and there'll be no
discussion or input for the public on Representative
Fortner's map. Is that correct?"

Currie: "It depends partly on what happens with the Senate Bill
1177, doesn't it?"

Rose: "So, then, to that point, it's your intention to adopt
this now without having any further input from the public
on this map even though it's changed since we had our
hearing?"

Currie: "Indeed it has, but in ways that I think came to us
from the responses of members of the public to the original
proposal. So, I think this is more responsive to the public
who participated in our Sunday and our Tuesday hearings."

Rose: "But also, those members of the public.. and I sat through
many of those redistricting hearings with you or with other
Members of the committee.. around the state those same
members of the public said we would 1like to have input
around the state.. hearings around the state.. that input
before you vote on a final map, did they not?"

Currie: "And we did give them, as I say, between the Senate and
the House, three hearings. Every interested group, every

group that had said anything about the mapping process,
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early or late, every single one of them presented
testimony."

Rose: "Well, and I guess.. the point though was that the public

asked for.. was hearings around the state not just.. our
redistricting hearing was a Jjoint hearing |There in
Springfield on Tuesday. They asked for hearings around the
state and also with the ability to comment upon the final
map and there's a critical distinction there. Majority
Leader, I just.. I just have one last question. And that is,
that in the Bills there's references to say, for example,
House Resolution 385. That.. do vyou know when that
Resolution was filed?"

Currie: "It was filed this morning."

Rose: "It was filed this morning. We think at sometime around
7:30, 7:45 or so. Is that accurate?"

Currie: "Before we came into Session."

Rose: "So, before 8 a.m. It's now 10:38. That Resolution is 364
pages long and there's been roughly about three hours of

time to digest it and I would just like to point that out."

Currie: "Okay. We're.. and we're not.."
Rose: "That's.. that's all. That's all."
Currie: ".we're not addressing that Resolution; we're

addressing Amendment 2."

Rose: "Well, but it se.. the Resolution is incor.. point is, the
Resolution's incorporated by reference in this Bill. And
so, we are addressing it Dbecause 1it's incorporated by
reference, and I Jjust point that out that it's now 10:38

a.m. Thank you."
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Speaker Madigan: "Representative Currie has moved for the
adoption of the Amendment. Those in favor say 'aye'; those
opposed say 'mo'. The ‘'ayes' have it. The Amendment is

adopted. Are there any further Amendments?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendments. No Motions are filed."

Speaker Madigan: "Put the Bill on the Order of Third Reading
and read the Bill for a third time."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1177, a Bill for an Act concerning
redistricting. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Currie."

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. I've already described the Bill on
Second Reading. I'll stand by that description. Again, I'd
be happy to answer your questions. This is a fair, this 1is
a strong, this is a solid map. And I'd appreciate your

'ves' votes."

Speaker Madigan: "Representative Fortner."

Fortner: "Thank you, Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madigan: "Sponsor yields."

Fortner: "Majority Leader Currie, one of the things that I

raised in committee and I'm still seeing lacking, I see a
reference in the language of the Bill to House and Senate
Resolutions particularly House Resolution 385. I see that
such a Resolution's been filed. Has that Resolution been
adopted by the House?"

Currie: "No, it has not. I think we will consider that later,
but just for your information, all that Resolution is, is a
description of the districts and it describes some but not
all of the factors that went into the drawing of the

districts."
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Fortner: "Wouldn't it be appropriate to know whether or not
this Body is.. has adopted that Resolution since it 1is
referenced and would become a part of the language of this
Bill before taking action on the Bill since.. at this point,
we don't know if that Resolution is adopted or not?"

Currie: "Representative, I'm.. right now, we're on Senate Bill
1177 and I'd appreciate your 'yes' vote."

Fortner: "I understand that; however, I'm just commenting that
this.. this Bill refers to that Resolution and I think that
it's inappropriate, but let me go on to some other
questions, then. Will we see, presumably, should we adopt
this Resolution, is this a com.. will we see a complete
description of the balancing factors that vyou Thave
described in your earlier comments involved with each of
the districts?"

Currie: "I said some but not all of the districts, but the
guidelines that were wused would be described 1in the
Resolution. As you know, the whole thing is a balancing, a
program and that's what 1177 reflects."

Fortner: "T understand. So, will we be getting information
about those factors which are not going to be included in
the Resolution? You say that the Resolution will include
some but not all factors. Are there going to be any other
information to provide us with what other factors would be
involved and how they would influence those districts?"

Currie: "Well, it seems to me that the Resolution will do a lot
of describing. I've never known this degree of specificity
happen in a map in previous decades. So, I think what you

get will be pretty good."
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Fortner: "Well, we'll see when we get to the Resolution on that
particular point. On the question of the Bill before us,
then. We heard testimony from Dr. Lichtman as it relates
to.. Voting Rights Act. Has he reviewed the districts that
are proposed for this map?"

Currie: "He.. yeah, he has reviewed virtually all of them and he

knows what changes have been made."

Fortner: "So he has reviewed virtually all of the 118 House.."
Currie: "Right."

Fortner: "..and 59 Senate Districts."

Currie: "Now, he was particularly.. he never looked at all 118.

I believe he was looking especially with respect to the
Voting Rights.. to the Voting Rights Act and how the
district that might be subject to Voting Rights Act
requirements did or did not offer effective opportunities
for members of minority groups fully to participate in the
electoral process. That's what he testified to on Tuesday."

Fortner: "He identified a threshold for both African-American
and Latino districts."

Currie: "He didn't spec.. he didn't.."

Fortner: "At what.. at what point he.. for the purposes of his
review, was that same standard used for his review of this
map?"

Currie: "He said.. he was quite clear that there isn't a
specific standard, there isn't a numerical standard that he
was using, but whatever went into his initial analysis
would have gone into his analysis of the changes that you

see between 3760 and 1177."
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Fortner: "I agree he did not say there was a standard for
appli.. the Act, but he did say that he did not review any
African American districts where the voting-age population
who's below the 30.. thirtyish percentile race, that is to
say he did not review those in the 20 percent range. Is
that applied to this map as well?"

Currie: "Yeah. You have the testimony from Dr. Lichtman. I
don't think we need to redescribe it here. I think his.. his
thought was that if there are very few African-Americans or
very few Latinos in a district that it wouldn't come under

the requirements of the Federal Voting Rights Act."

Fortner: "I understand. I'm just.. I'm."

Currie: "But I.. but I don't want to speak for him."

Fortner: "I'm asking the guestion.."

Currie: "He spoke very eloquently for Thimself, as you
remember."

Fortner: "I just want to make sure I understand which districts

he did review because some of the districts have changed.
Certainly some of the districts where there are significant
minority voting-age populations have changed and wanted to
make sure I know which ones. He was clear as to which ones
he reviewed in the Bill that we debated in committee. I
just wanted to clarify which of the districts he reviewed
in the Bill before us today which is.. has some different
districts."

Currie: "I can't give you an exhausted list of the ones that he
reviewed before he testified, but I do know that he's aware

of the changes that happened between 3760 and 1177."
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Fortner: "And so he has reviewed all of those specific changes
in the districts that he referred to in his previous
testimony?"

Currie: "Yeah. My.. my understanding is that he's aware of or
has specifically reviewed the changes that were made."
Fortner: "One of the other questions that was raised had to do
with compactness which is required by the Illinois
Constitution. I believe you referred to a Joe Webster as
the expert involved with this. Did he review the districts
both in the preceding one as well as in the Bill before us

pursuant to looking at compactness?"

Currie: "His name is Professor Gerald Webster and I don't know
whether he reviewed the changes. As I say, the changes were
not substantial and on the.. on the initial Bill that which
was proposed in House Bill 3760, he believed that we met
appropriate compactness requirements 1n his preliminary
review. He said highly similar to the redistricting plan
that 1is currently in place and that was upheld by both
state and Federal courts."

Fortner: "And he would apply that statement to both.. did that
as the statement that would apply to this Bill before us
that you just made?"

Currie: "As I say, I don't know whether he had an opportunity
to do a preliminary review of the changes, but I don't
believe that he's 1likely to have changed his view given
that the changes we made were not substantial."

Fortner: "The.. it's clear that there have been a number of
changes in some of the minority districts and we heard a

lot of testimony. Can you move this back to Second Reading
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for the purposes of having public hearings for review and
discussion of this map particularly as it relates to those
districts where we had a lot of public testimony over the
weekend, Sunday as well as on Tuesday?"

Currie: "No, Representative. In fact, what the.. what the
changes represent is precisely our response to the
testimony that we heard on Sunday and on Tuesday."

Fortner: "I would like to also ask some questions specifically
to the districts. As you've.. as you commented, there's a
lot of detail in the.. in the Resolution, which we have not
vet discussed before this Body. Would you prefer that I ask
those questions specifically to the de.. detail some of the
districts at this time or may I reserve those comments and
ask those questions on this floor when the Resolution is
brought up?"

Currie: "Yeah. That.. maybe it makes more sense to do in
relation to the Resolution since the Resolution speaks more
specifically to district boundaries."

Fortner: "Well, then I will reiterate my earlier concern about
the propriety of passing this piece of 1legislation which
references the Resolution which has that level of detail in
it at this time. It seems to me we were taking the things
out of an order that makes the most sense. Then.. Mr.
Speaker, to the Bill. I'd like to comment that the Majority
Leader and the Sponsor of this Bill has indicated a lot of
the content is in a Resolution which this chamber has not
debated nor adopted and it's a Resolution that was filed
literally minutes before this Session was gaveled in.

That's hardly time to read an extensive document that goes
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into great detail on many districts. Not only is i1t a lack
of time for the purpose of this chamber to make a
considered decision on this important Bill, but it's also a
lack of time for the public to weigh in on the details that
went in to many of the districts, 1f not all of the
districts, that are being proposed in Senate Bill 1177. I
think the public has been left on the short end of this
process by not giving them the opportunity, both to comment
on the changes as well as, perhaps more importantly, to
comment on a very detailed Resolution that this chamber has

not yet adopted. I would urge a 'no' vote."

Speaker Madigan: "Mr. Eddy."

Eddy: "Thank vyou.. thank vyou, Mr. Speaker. Would the Sponsor
yvield?"

Speaker Madigan: "Sponsor yields."

Eddy: "Leader Currie, I think it's important that we review the

timeline again here because I'm a little.. I'm a 1little
concerned about the.. the lack of time and transparency
related to this subject on a couple of fronts. First, I
think that.. I think it was Sunday, May 22, that House
Democrats convened a Rules Committee meeting in downtown
Chicago with Jjust a few minutes notice to refer the
proposed redistricting map Amendment to House Bill 3760 to
the House Redistricting Committee and there were no House
Republicans in that Rules Committee. Is that accurate?"
Currie: "That is accurate. Frequently, when the Rules Committee
meets in Chicago, there are no Minority Members present."
Eddy: "Well, I understand that but this was.."

Currie: "So that's not unusual."
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"..this was trumpeted as the transparent process for an
important mapping that's going to guide our electorate in
the way that we elect officials for the next 10 years. I
would certainly think that a little more notice would be
given to the Minority Party to be present. Then, I think it
was on Monday the House Democrats filed a Motion to waive
the public six-day notice posting requirements, you and I
discussed that on the floor that day, for a hearing on
three Senate redistricting shell Bills. The Motion, against
the transparency that we requested, that Motion passed with
only House Democrat votes. I think that's accurate as well.
And then Thursday, House Democrats refer a revised
redrafted Floor Amendment #2 to Senate Bill 1177 directly
to the House Floor without public committee hearings and
after the close of business for immediate consideration by
the House the next morning. The Amendment provides new
legislative district boundaries for the next 10 years. The
Rules Committee action occurs with only, again, House
Democrat votes, 364 pages. Then this morning, not long ago,
House  Democrats refused to allow public review or
consideration of the House Republican Fair Map proposal
that was contained in Floor Amendment #1 to Senate Bill
1177 which was filed earlier. And vyou know, it's
interesting that we couldn't even have a recorded vote on
that because that right was taken away back when we.. back
when we adopted Rules. One Member of the House Democratic
Caucus objected to its consideration. Three hundred and
sixty-four pages, three hours, here vyou go. This 1is

transparency. This process 1is supposed to be one that
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allows for statewide hearings. You had two hearings, one in
Springfield, one in Chicago over the weekend, and you said
to the public, here's your chance, take it or leave it and
we're going to ram this map through next week whether you
like it or not. And once the final language is done, we're
going to lay it out there for two hours, you get a chance
to look at it, the review is leaping through it. Where is
the public supposed to go to on the final version of this
map for input? How can the public on a statewide basis,

have input on this 364 pages?"

Currie: "Was that a question?"

Eddy:

"Yeah. The question is, how can the general public, in a
transparent way, have input on the final wversion of this
map when it's filed and then we're voting on it three hours

later?"

Currie: "The public did have input. That's why we made some

tweaks, some changes in the original proposal, only because
we responded to the concerns of the citizenry, concerns
about how this didn't quite work or that could have worked
better. I told you exactly what those changes were. I stand
by them. I think this has been the most transparent, the
most accountable, the most open redistricting process in

the history of the State of Illinois.."

Eddy: T"Representative Currie.."

Currie: "..and I would put it right up.."

Eddy: "..if this is the most open and transparent process we've
ever had.."

Currie: ".right up.. right up.."

Eddy: ".we're in trouble.."
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Currie: ".right up against that of any other state."
Eddy: ".'cause this is not open transparency. This is not open

and transparent. The final version of this map has had zero
public hearings, =zero, the final version. Now there may
have been input from the two public hearings that were
supposed to be statewide that were held in two locations,
but vyou realize there are other locations throughout the
State of Illinois that are a long way from Springfield and
a long way from Chicago. From Metropolis, Illinois to
Springfield is not a short drive. Why didn't we have
statewide public hearings on the map proposal? Individuals
on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon, with Friday notice, are
supposed to clear what they're doing and drive to either
Springfield or Chicago. How 1is that statewide? Do vyou
describe two hearings, one in Springfield, one in Chicago

as statewide consideration?"

Currie: "Any group that was concerned about this map had every

Eddy:

opportunity to let us know what they thought and they were
here, every last one of them. They did respond once the map
was unveiled and we were grateful to have their
participation after the fact. That's why we changed in
order to be responsive to them and we were very grateful to
have their participation before the fact.."

"And what if.."

Currie: ".because what they said was taken into account when we

Eddy:

drew the lines."
"What if they have concerns and they want to have input
and consideration on the final version? Representative

Currie, what opportunities, on a statewide Dbasis, do
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individuals have for input on this version, the final
version, of the map?"

Currie: "We have actually had 75 letters of support from
organizations across the state in favor of Senate Bill 1177
with Amendment #2. So 1f people are concerned that the
public didn't know what was happening, the answer,
Representative, is that they do. They were inclu.. one of

the letters, you'll be happy to know, came from the City of

Metropolis."
Eddy: T"Representative.."
Currie: "They're right there with us every inch of the way and

I hope with their support I'll have your support too."

Eddy: "Representative, my dquestion 1s, based on the final
version of a 364-page Amendment that was filed two hours
ago, what statewide opportunities do individuals have? Now
maybe that included the two meetings that took place over
the weekend, but there may be people who object to some of

the input. That happens all the time. They have no

opportunity."
Currie: "You know, it's.."
Eddy: "There is no opportunity for the final version."
Currie: "Tt's essentially the same map. I think those 75

letters of support including from Metropolis speak volumes.
The changes were not significant and they were changes
responsive to concerns that were brought to us by the
public at those hearings."

Eddy: "Representative, have those 75 letters come in since two

hours ago or last night? Is that what you're saying?"
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Currie: "But the Amendment, Amendment 2, was filed not two
hours ago. I think you're talking about.."

Eddy: "Yesterday.."

Currie: "..the Resolution..”

Eddy: "Okay."

Currie: ".which was now filed four or five hours ago."

Eddy: "Okay."

Currie: "The Amendment #2 to Senate Bill 1177.."

Eddy: "Okay."

Currie: ".was filed yesterday."

Eddy: "And those 75 pages have come in since then.. or those 75

letters? Those 75.."

Currie: "And.. and."
Eddy: "..since that time, they've had a chance to read it?"
Currie: "Just as with the map, the proposed map, Amendment 2 in

Senate Bill 1177, those letters are also on the website and
maybe yvou'd like to stop talking and read the letters."
Eddy: "Representative, what I want to do is find out if the
people of the State of Illinois are going to be shut out of
the process again like they have before. You've described
this as the most transparent and open process for a map
that's ever taken place, but it doesn't mean it couldn't
have been better because it could have been much better if,
after the final wversion of the map and the language at
least had a chance for the pages to cool off from the copy
machines, people around the state at multiple hearings with
a true geographic disparity of what this state is 1like
could have had a chance and they haven't had that chance.

Those 75 letters haven't come in on 364 pages in the last
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four hours. I appreciate the fact that there are people
that support this map. I understand that, but there are
opponents to this map as well, 