STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

49t h Legi sl ative Day 5/ 11/ 2005
Cl erk Mahoney: "House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
Commttee Reports. Representative Barbara Flynn Currie,

Chai rperson from the Conmittee on Rules, to which the
following |egislative measures and/or Joint Action Mtion

were referred, action taken on May 10, 2005, reported the

sane back with the following recommendation/s: 'approved
for floor consideration' House Bill 258, House Bill 476,
House Bill 1063, House Bill 1660, House Bill 2011, House
Bill 2221, House Bill 2275. Representative Fritchey,

Chai rperson fromthe Commttee on Judiciary I-Cvil Law, to
which the followng neasure/s was/were referred, action
taken on May 11, 2005, reported the same back with the
followi ng reconmendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' House
Bill 4074 and Senate Bill 1893; 'do pass as anended Short
Debate' Senate Bill 98 and Senate Bill 764. Representative
Hof f man, Chairperson from the Committee on Transportation
and Modttor Vehicles, to which the following neasure/s
was/ were referred, action taken on May 10, 2005, reported

the sanme back with the follow ng recormmendation/s: 'do pass

as anmended Short Debate' Senate Bill 66; 'do pass Short
Debate' Senate Bill 229, Senate Bill 1825; 'do pass
Standard Debate' Senate Bill 25 and Senate Bill 193;

‘recommends be adopted' Floor Amendnent #2 to House Bill
3144. Representative Smth, Chairperson fromthe Conmttee
on Appropriations-El ementary & Secondary Education, to
which the followng neasure/s was/were referred, action
taken on My 10, 2005, reported the sanme back with the

foll owing recomendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' House
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Bill 3350, House Bill 3377, House Bill 3380, House Bill
3905, House Bill 3906, and House Bill 3907. Representative
Col l'i ns, Chairperson from the Comrittee on Public
Uilities, to which the followng neasure/s was/were

referred, action taken on May 10, 2005, reported the sane

back with the followng recomendation/s: 'do pass as
amended Short Debate' Senate Bill 239. Representati ve
Bol and, Chairperson from the Committee on Financia

Institutions, to which the followng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on May 10, 2005, reported the sane
back wth the followi ng recommendation/s: 'do pass Short
Debat e’ Senat e Bill 385 and Senat e Bill 1629.
Representative Yarbrough, Chairperson fromthe Conmttee on
Housing and U ban Developnent, to which the follow ng
nmeasure/s was/were referred, action taken on May 10, 2005,
reported the sane back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:
"do pass Short Debate' Senate BIIl 966. Referred to the

House Committee on Rules is House Resolution 425, offered

by Representative Verschoore. Second Reading of House
Bills. House Bill 4074, a Bill for an Act concerning
medi cal mal practice insurance. Second Reading of this
House Bill.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The hour of 12:30 having arrived, the House
will be in order. The Menbers w il please be in their
seats. Menbers and guests are asked to refrain from

starting their laptops, turn off cell phones and pagers,
and rise for the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.
We shall be led in prayer today by Pastor Jim Canpbell wth
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the Christ Life Church in Wodstock. Past or Canpbell is
t he guest of Representative Franks.”

Pastor Canpbell: “Good norning. Let us pray. Al mghty Father
God, this House of Representatives of the people are
gathered here today to discuss and enact the business of
the great State of Illinois. These servants of the people
want to keep in mnd the poor, the sick, our children' s
educati onal needs and the needs of the elderly. But these
respected Legislators are also confronted wth enornous
budget deficits for our state. Therefore, Lord, they need
Your w sdom and clearness of mnd, the inner strength of
their convictions, and resolve to find solutions for the
state’s budget. Remind them that Your help is readily
available to them Lord, You have the resources through
faith in You if we ask. You have said to us out of the Ad
Testanent, Psalnms, ‘I wll instruct you and teach you in
the way in which you should go.’ Lord, we need Your
gui dance today. As | close this prayer, bless these great
| eaders of our state. Bless them with health and healing
in Your nane. Bless them by neeting all their needs in
their hones and famlies, especially and specifically, in
their marriages, their finances, and their relationships
with their children. As they do good for the State of
[l1linois and renenber and help the truly needy, bless them
in return abundantly. We ask this, Father, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. And anen.”

Speaker Hanni g: “W'll be led in the Pledge today by
Representative Gles.”
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Gles — et al: “l pledge of allegiance to the flag of the
United States of Anerica and to the republic for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and

justice for all.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”
Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. Pl ease let the record show that

Representati ve McKeon is excused today.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Bost.”

Bost : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Let the record reflect that
Representative Jerry Mtchell is excused today.”

Speaker Hanni g: “M. Clerk, take the record. There are 116
Menbers answering the Roll Call, a quorumis present. M.

Clerk, do you have Commttee Reports you woul d...you need to
read?”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Commttee Reports. Representative Barbara
Flynn Currie, Chairperson from the Commttee on Rules, to
which the followng legislative neasures and/or Joint
Action Mdtions were referred, action taken on May 11, 2005,
reported the sane back with the foll owi ng recommendation/s:
"approved for floor consideration and referred to the Order
of Second Reading' is House Bill 1919, House Bill 1968, and
House Bill 2062; ‘'referred to the House Floor and
reconmends be adopted' Anendnents #1, 2, and 3 to House
Bill 4074. Representative Colvin, Chairperson from the
Committee on Consuner Protection, to which the follow ng
nmeasure/s was/were referred, action taken on May 10, 2005,

reported the sane back with the foll owi ng recommendation/s:
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"do pass Short Debate' Senate Bill 233 and Senate Bill 501;
'do pass as anmended Standard Debate' Senate Bill 92.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Osterman, for what reason do
you rise?”
Gst er man: “Pur poses of announcenent. Ladi es and Gentl enen of

the House, everyone should know that tonight 1is the

Senat e/ House softball game which we will win for the sixth
year in a row For any of those individuals that have
Bills stuck in Senate Rules, know that the team will take

out full revenge on the Senate for those problens. But up
in the front of the chanber the...the Pages are handi ng out
t-shirts and jerseys for tonight’s game that every Menber
of the House wll have a jersey for them Those are
provided for by the St. Louis Regional Chanber and G owth
Association, who is sponsoring the gane tonight. So
pl ease, everyone grab a t-shirt and conme out to the gane
toni ght.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Eddy, for what reason do you
ri se?”

Eddy: "Point of personal privilege.”

Speaker Hannig: “State your point.”

Eddy: "Thank you very much. Ladies and Centlenen of the House,
today in the rotunda and the hallways you' Il see tables set
up for mat h and sci ence denonstrati ons, t hose
denonstrations include technology hubs from around the
St at e. And 1'd like to take the... a noment to have the
chanber recognize nenbers of the Region |V Technol ogy Hub

Goup if they’d stand up in this corner. Wel conme to
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Springfield. If you get tinme, go down and get a | ook at
their work.”

Speaker Hanni g: “M. Cerk, on page 5 of the Cal endar, on the
Order of Senate Bills-Third Reading, we have Senate Bill
139. Wuld you nove that Bill back to the Order of Second
Readi ng at the request of the Sponsor. On... on page... on
page 8 of the Calendar, under the Order of Senate Bills-
Second Reading, is Senate Bill 559. Representative Sacia,
do you wish us to read that Bill? M. Clerk, read the

Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 559, a Bill for an Act concerning
health. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Conmttee
Anmendnents. No Fl oor Amendnents. No Motions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Ml aro, do you
wish us to read Senate Bill 611? Representative Ml aro on
Senate Bill 611. Last call. Qut of the record.
Representative Pritchard, you have Senate Bill 635. Do you
wish to have us read that Bill, Representative Pritchard?
Representative Pritchard on Senate Bill 635. M. derk,
read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 635, a Bill for an Act concerning
State Governnent. Second Reading of this Senate Bill.
Anendnent #1 was adopted in committee. No Fl oor
Amendnents. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Currie.

Majority Leader Currie, would you like us to read Senate
Bill 658? M. derk, read the Bill.”
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Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 658, a Bill for an Act concerning
estates. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Commttee

Amendnments. No Fl oor Anendnents. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Froehlich, we
have...you have Senate Bill 767. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 767, a Bill for an Act concerning
educati on. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conmittee Anmendments. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. Representative Burke, you have
Senate Bill 780. Do you wish us to read that Bill? M.
Clerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 780, a Bill for an Act concerning
State Government. Second Reading of this Senate Bill.
Amendnment #1 was adopted in commttee. No Fl oor

Anmendnents. Al notes have been filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Mffitt, you
have Senate Bill 834. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 834, a Bill for an Act concerning
| ocal governnent. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Fl oor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Reading. Representative Gordon, you
have Senate Bill 849. Representative CGordon, shall we read
this Bill? M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 849, a Bill for an Act concerning
health facilities. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
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Conmmttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No NMbtions

filed.”
Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. Representative Rita has Senate
Bill 1220. Wuld you wish us to read that Bill? M.

Clerk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1220, a Bill for an Act concerning

health. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. Anendnent #1
was approved in conmttee. No Floor Anendnents. No
Motions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Meyer has

Senate Bill 1221. M. Cderk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1221, a Bill for an Act concerning

transportation. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conmi ttee Anendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Bellock, you

have Senate Bill 1235. M. derk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1235, a Bill for an Act concerning

transportation. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conmittee Anmendments. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Stephens, you
have Senate Bill 1354. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1354, a Bill for an Act concerning
State Governnent. Second Reading of this Senate Bill.
Amendnent #1 was adopted in conmttee. No Fl oor

Amendnments. No Mdtions filed.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Turner has
Senate Bill 1443. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Clerk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1443, a Bill for an Act concerning
courts. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Committee
Anmendnents. No Fl oor Amendments. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. And M. derk, read Senate
Bill 1444.”

Clerk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1444, a Bill for an Act concerning
courts. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Committee
Anmendnents. No Fl oor Amendments. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. Representative Washi ngton, you
have Senate Bill 1461. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1461, a Bill for an Act concerning

State CGovernnent. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Committee Amendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No WMotions
filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. Representative Meyer, you have
Senate Bill 1491. M. Cderk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1491, a Bill for an Act concerning
crimnal |aw Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Fl oor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Thi rd Readi ng. On page 10 of the Cal endar,
Representative Hoffman, you have Senate Bill 1627.

Representative Hoffman. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1627, a Bill for an Act concerning
enpl oynent. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. Amendnent
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#1 was adopted in committee. No Fl oor Anendnents. No
Motions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Reading. Representative Flider, you
have Senate Bill 1638. Do you want to read that on Second?
Qut of the record. Representative Black, you have Senate

Bill 1639. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1639, a Bill for an Act concerning

educati on. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Eileen Lyons,
you have Senate Bill 1654. Representative Lyons, do you
wish us to read this Senate Bill? M. Cderk, read the
Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1654, a Bill for an Act concerning
finance. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Committee

Amendnments. No Fl oor Anendnents. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Reading. Representative WMathias, you
have Senate Bill 1665. Wuld you wish us to read that
Bill? M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1665, a Bill for an Act concerning
agi ng. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Committee
Anmendnents. No Fl oor Amendnments. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. M. Cderk, would you read
Senate Bill 16697?”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1669, a Bill for an Act concerning
peace officers. Second Reading of this Senate Bill.

09400049. doc 10



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

49t h Legi sl ative Day 5/ 11/ 2005
Amendnent #1 was approved in committee. No Fl oor
Amendments. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Reading. Representative Cross has

Senate Bill 1680. M. derk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1680, a Bill for an Act concerning

public aid. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Committee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mbdtions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. M. Cerk, we need to briefly
return to Senate Bill 1654. We just noved that to Third
Readi ng and the Sponsor has asked that that be returned to
the Order of Second Reading. So, let’s nove that back to

Second. And...and now, returning to the Order of Business,

on page 10 we have Senate Bill 1698. Representati ve
Mat hi as, shall we nove that to Third? M. Cerk, read the
Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1698, a Bill for an Act concerning
health. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. Anendnent #1
was adopted in commttee. No Hoor Amendnents. No Mdtions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representati ve Lang, you have

Senate Bill 1723. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1723, a Bill for an Act concerning
finance. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Committee
Amendnents. No Fl oor Amendnments. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative My, you have
Senate Bill 1734. Ckay. Qut of the record.
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Representati ve Osnond, please read... M. Clerk, read Senate

Bill 1738.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1738, a Bill for an Act in relation

to vehicles. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conmittee Anmendnents. No Fl oor Amendnents. No Mbdtions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Reading. Representative MIller, you
have Senate Bill 1751. Representative MIller, do you w sh

us toread this Bill? M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1751, a Bill for an Act concerning
civil liability. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conmittee Anendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Mbtions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Patterson, you
have Senate Bill 1752. Representative Patterson.
Representative Patterson, do you wish us to read this Bill
on Second? M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1752, a Bill for an Act concerning

civil liabilities. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conmittee Anmendments. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative D Am co, you
have Senate Bill 1770. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1770, a Bill for an Act concerning
unenpl oynent i nsurance. Second Reading of this Senate
Bill. No Comm ttee Anendnents. No Fl oor Anmendnents. All

not es have been filed.”
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Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. And you also have Senate Bill
1771. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1771, a Bill for an Act concerning

unenpl oynment i nsurance. Second Reading of this Senate
Bill. No Commttee Amendnents. No Fl oor Amendnments. All
notes have been filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Hultgren, you
have Senate Bill 1776. Ckay. Qut of the record.
Representative Reitz, you have Senate Bill 1814. M .
Clerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1814, a Bill for an Act concerning
finance. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Commttee
Anmendnents. No Fl oor Amendnments. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Reading. Representative Saviano has
Senate Bill 1857. kay, let’s take that out of the record.
Representative Hanos, you have Senate Bill 1862. Ckay,

let’s take that out of the record. Repre... Representative
Fei genholtz, you have Senate Bill 1878. On page 10 of the
Cal endar is Senate Bill 1734. M. Clerk, would you read
the Bill?”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1734, a Bill for an Act concerning

educati on. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conmittee Anmendments. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Represent ati ve Jakobsson, you
have Senate Bill 1884. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1884, a Bill for an Act concerning
| ocal governnent. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
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Comm ttee Amendnents. No Fl oor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Reading. Representative Mathias, you
have Senate Bill 1907. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1907, a Bill for an Act concerning

civil law Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conm ttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. Representative Feigenholtz has
Senate Bill 1915. kay, that’'s out of the record.
Representative MIller, you have Senate Bill 1931. M.

Clerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1931, a Bill for an Act concerning
educati on. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. Amendnent
#1 was approved in committee. No Fl oor Anendnents. No
Motions filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. On page 12 of the Calendar is
Senate Bill 1932. Represent ative Bl ack. M. Cerk, read

the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1932, a Bill for an Act concerning
educati on. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conm ttee Anmendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Collins, you

have Senate Bill 1953. Representative Collins. kay, out
of the record. Representative Flider, you have Senate Bill
1967. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”
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Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1967 has been read a second tine,
previously. No Conmttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents.
No Motions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Reading. Representative Leitch, you
have Senate Bill 1986. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1986, a Bill for an Act concerning

public aid. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. Representative Reis, you have

Senate Bill 2032. M. Cderk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2032, a Bill for an Act concerning

educat i on. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Acevedo, you

have Senate Bill 2043. M. Cderk, read the Bill.”
Clerk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2043, a Bill for an Act concerning

State CGovernnent. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conmittee Anmendments. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Chapa LaVia,
you have Senate Bill 2060. kay, out of the record.
Repr esentative Brauer, you have Senate Bill 2066. \V/ g

Clerk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2066, a Bill for an Act concerning
enpl oynent . Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
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Comm ttee Amendnents. No Fl oor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative MAuliffe, you
have Senate Bill 2085. kay, out of the record.
Representative May, you have Senate Bill 2091. M. derk,
read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2091, a Bill for an Act concerning
State Governnent. Second Reading of this Senate Bill.
Amendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No Fl oor
Anmendnents. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Representative Phelps, you
have Senate Bill 2104. M. derk, read the Bill.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2104 was read a second tine,

previously. No Commttee Anmendnents. No Fl oor Anmendnents.
No Motions filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Ckay, let’s take that out of the record at the
request of the Sponsor. Representative Schock, you have
Senate Bill 2116. Shall we read that on Second Readi ng?
M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2116, a Bill for an Act concerning
State CGovernnent. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Conm ttee Anmendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Motions
filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Reading. kay, on page 11 of the
Cal endar, we have Senate Bill 1878. Representative
Feigenholtz. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”
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Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1878, a Bill for an Act concerning
health. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Commttee
Anmendnents. No Fl oor Anmendments. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. Also on page 11 is Senate Bill
1915. M. Cderk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 1915, a Bill for an Act concerning

condom ni uns. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Committee Amendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No WMbtions
filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. On page 12 of the Calendar is
Senate Bill 2060. M. Cderk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2060, a Bill for an Act concerning
mlitary personnel, which my be referred to as the
I[I'linois Patriot Plan. Second Reading of this Senate Bill.
Amendnment #1 was adopted in commttee. No Fl oor
Amendnents. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. On Supplenental Calendar #1 is
House Bill 4074. M. derk, would you read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "House Bill 4074, a Bill for an Act concerning
medi cal nmal practi ce. Second Reading of this House Bill.
No Commttee Anmendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1, offered by
Representati ve Lang, has been approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hannig: “Okay, before we proceed, Representative Brady
i's recognized.”

Brady: “Thank you, M. Speaker. 1’d like to announce that the
Republicans will caucus imrediately in Room 118 regarding
this particular matter. Room 118 for a Republican Caucus.

Thank you, M. Chairman.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “Do... do you have any thought on how |ong you
may be, Representative?”’

Brady: “Approximately an hour. Approximtely one hour.”

Speaker Hannig: “Ckay. So...so, the House will stand in recess
to the hour... excuse ne, Rep... 1'm sorry, Representative
McCarthy. |'msorry, Representative Lyons.”

Lyons, J.: “Thank you, Speaker. Denocrats, we wll also be

caucki ng (sic-caucusing) imediately in Room 114. There’ |l
be a Denocratic Caucus in Room 114.”

Speaker Hannig: “And now Representative MCarthy.”

McCarthy: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | have an announcenent.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Make...make your announcenent.”

McCarthy: “Ckay. The House Hi gher Education Commttee will not
nmeet today. The House Hi ...l know you’re upset, M. Brady.
The House Higher Education Committee at 4:00 today is
cancel ed. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Reitz, for what reason do you
rise?”
Reitz: “Pur pose of an announcenent, Speaker. [...1 would like

to announce that Revenue Committee has been schedul ed
according to Calendar at 8:00. W' ll nmeet at 10:00
tomorrow. So, 10:00 for Revenue Conmittee. W have seven
or eight Bills up, should be able to nobve through those

pretty quick. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Okay. So, the Republicans will have a caucus
in Room 118, the Denocrats in Room 114. Representati ve
Franks.”

09400049. doc 18



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

49t h Legi sl ative Day 5/ 11/ 2005

Fr anks: “Thank you, M. Speaker, an announcenent. State
Governnent has been noved from Room 115 to Room 118. And
|’d encourage all the Menbers to be tinely, we have a | ot
of work to go through today. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Ml aro.”

Mol ar o: “Thank you, M. Speaker. For an announcenent in case
we don’t conme back here. The Judiciary 11-Crimnal Law
Commttee will be neeting tonorrow in Room D1, but we're
gonna change the tinme to 8:30 a.m So, that will be 8:30,

D-1, tonorrow norning, Jud I1-Crimnal Law. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Mller.”

MIler: *“Thank you, M. Chairman. | rise for an announcenent.
Appropriations  Higher Education Committee will neet
tomorrow at 9:30, 9:30 tonmorrow norning in 118. Thank
you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Turner.”

Turner: “Yeah, thank you, M. Speaker. And 'l rmake this
announcenent agai n. I wanna remind the Menbers of the

House that the softball ganme tonight is not at Lincoln
Park. In fact, it is going to be out by Lake Springfield.
But we just wanted to nake certain that people know of the
| ocation.”

Speaker Hannig: “Ckay.”

Turner: “That it is not Lincoln Park.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Thank you, Representative.”
Turner: “W do have..
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Speaker Hannig: “Okay. So, the Republicans will caucus in Room

14... 118, the Denobcrats in Room 114. And the House wll

stand in recess ‘til the hour of 2:15.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The hour of 2:15 having arrived, the House
wi |l reconvene. Representative Del gado, for what reason do
you rise?”

Del gado: “Yes, thank you, M. Speaker, a personal privilege.”

Speaker Hannig: “State your point.”

Del gado: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Menbers of the House, |
wanna just announce real quickly, up in the gallery...as you
know, | obby day’s big around here this week. And today we

have | AHSEs with us, the Illinois Association of Hi spanic
State  Enpl oyees, who work throughout our agenci es
diligently every day. And I'm very proud because I'm a
former nmenber and | believe ny wife is a current nenber.

So | just want to welcone them | know their president and
ot her nenbers are up in the gallery. Let’s say hello to
our hard workers... state workers. And that they have a

wonderful event, they're |obbying and they' re over at
Boone’s | understand, at the beer garden sone tine this
eveni ng. W hope to see you all over there. And of
course, you're all invited.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Bost, for what reason do you
ri se?”

Bost : “Thank you, M. Speaker. After our caucus, | think we
should get...started with the House business, but one, if..
if 1 could, for a point of personal privilege, |'d just
liked to start out by saying, let’s get ready to runble.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “On Suppl e... Suppl enental Cal endar, under the
Order of House Bills-Second Reading, is House Bill 4074.
M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "House Bill 4074, a Bill for an Act concerning
medi cal mal practice has been read a second tine,
previ ously. No Conmmittee Anmendnents. Fl oor Anendnent #1,
offered by Representative Lang, has been approved for

consi deration.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentleman from Cook, Representative Lang.”
Lang: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. As we all know, we’ve been tal king about issues

regardi ng nedi cal mal practice for sone tine, not always on
the floor of this chanber but certainly for some tinme. And
we all are aware, all of us, those who support the issue of
caps, those who oppose the issue of caps, we're all aware
that this is a serious issue for Illinois. Sone regions of
downstate didn't have doctors in certain disciplines for a
long tinme and the problem s gotten worse. W can throw a
ot of blame around as to who's the cause. Some bl ame
| awyers, sone blanme the insurance conpanies, few blane the
doctors thensel ves. But certainly, there’s a problem the
I[I'linois Ceneral Assenbly has to address. Last year for
over a year, negotiators went into a room and started to
tal k about what to do about this topic. And when they did,
they canme up with 48...not all of you even know this so |
want you to listen. They cane up wth 48 separate
agreenents to deal with the issue of nedical malpractice in

[1linois. Sonme of these issues dealt with tort reform
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sone of these issues dealt with insurance reform sone

dealt wth nedical discipline. Forty-eight separate
agr eenent s. Not hi ng ever happened because sone in the
negoti ati ons pulled back. And now this spring, again, a
commttee was convened of the Illinois House Judiciary

Commttee and we had several hearings, many w tnesses. And
after weeks and weeks of asking the same question over and
over again, | finally got an answer. The question was
asked of the person who represents both the doctors and the
i nsurance conpany, ‘What have you done wth those 48
agreenents? Have you tested then? Have you put theminto

a nodel to determne whether they would save any costs for

doctors in 1llinois? What has happened to those 48
agreements?”  Well, the answer fromthe IIlinois Departnent
of Insurance was, ‘Well, we haven't tested it. We don’t

know. W' re not sure. W sat in on those agreenents, we
heard all about ‘em but we didn't bother finding out if it
woul d save any noney for doctors or |ower insurance costs
in the State of Illinois.’ And then finally, the
doctors/insurance carrier, represented by the sane | obbyi st
in the negotiations, said, ‘WlIl, ya know what? It’'s

nmeani ngl ess. We had a year and a half of negotiations and

the negotiations are neaningless. The 48 agreenents are
meani ngl ess.’ Well, how do you know they're neaningl ess?
You never tested them Your actuaries never |ooked at

t hem You never told us what acconplishnment any of these
48 agreenments would be and why were you in the room if

they’'re neaningless and if all you want are caps? W don't

09400049. doc 22



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

49t h Legi sl ative Day 5/ 11/ 2005

have an answer to that question today but we do know that
we nust do sonething, regardless of who's to blanme. W all
have our own opinions as to who's to blane. But Ladies and
Gentlenmen, if you ve had people conme to your office that
have been the victins of nedical malpractice or the famly
menbers of those who have Dbeen victinse of nedica
mal practice, you know that this whole issue of noneconom c
damages isn’'t always just about the victim I f you | ooked
at the nother who came to ny office with her 10-year-old
child in a wheelchair who will never walk, who will never
tal k, who can barely breathe on her own, a child who w Il
have to be taken care of 24/7 for the next 30 or 40 years
by this famly, to tell them that a $250 thousand cap on
their pain and suffering and the damage caused to this

famly and this famly's quality of life, if you think $250

thousand wll cover that, | pray you never have this
situation in your famly. And so, Ladies and GCentl enen,
while we can tal k about the need for caps...l, for one, have

never been for caps but |I'm starting to understand that we
must do something. And so, this Bill cane out of commttee
today with a $250 thousand cap for doctors, a $500 thousand
cap for hospitals. Ladies and Gentlenen, whether you're
for caps or against caps, those nunbers are sinply not
enough. Those nunbers cannot possibly conpensate a famly
for dealing with this 365/24 and 7 for 20, 30, 40 years.

And so, this Anmendnent does sonething sinple. You can
still be for caps and be for this Anmendnent. Thi s
Amendnment changes the nunbers is all it does. It changes
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the cap on doctors to a mllion dollars, the cap on
hospitals to 2 mllion dollars. | would ask for your
support.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman noves for the adoption of

further Anmendnent #1. And on that question, the Gentl enan

fromVermlion, Representative Black.”

Bl ack: “M. Speaker... M. Speaker, | have an inquiry of the
Chair.”

Speaker Hannig: “Yes, state your inquiry.”

Bl ack: “Yes, can the Chair tell nme how many Anmendnents have
been filed to House Bill 40747?”

Speaker Hanni g: “M. Cderk, can you tell wus the nunber of

Amendnent s t hat are pendi ng?”
Cl erk Mahoney: "Three Anmendnents have been approved for floor

consi deration.”

Bl ack: “Three Amendnents have been approved for consideration
M. Speaker, 1’ve |ooked through the House Rules and
they’re silent on this issue. W wll nake reference then
to Robert’s Rules of Order. | would make a Motion that al
t hree Anmendnents be handled on one Roll Call.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Lang.”

Lang: “M. Speaker, even if we agreed to M. Black s request,

any Menber could ask that it be divided later, and | would

ask that it be divided later. And so, the question is
moot. And by the way, M. Speaker, | would ask right now
before | forget that all Amendnents on this Bill be... be

receiving a Roll Call vote.”
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Speaker Hannig: “So, Representative Black, there are...there are

three Anmendnents fromthree different sponsors and..!

Bl ack: “That's correct.”
Speaker Hannig: “.l think that in the normal course of this..
Bl ack: “Qur Rules are silent, Robert’s Rules of Order would

indicate that I'm within nmy rights to ask that all three
Amendnents be handl ed on one Roll Call. And just for once,
ya know, can we get a ruling fromthe Chair before sonebody

on the Majority side stands up and says the issue it noot.

The issue is not noot wuntil it is rendered noot by the
parlianmentari an. That’s just a...that’'s just a matter of
common courtesy. And I, for one, amgetting just a little

tired of the arrogance that exists on your side of the
aisle every tine we have a request, ‘well, your request is
noot because ny request takes pecedent.’ Well, good for
you. |’ve nade ny Mdtion, |’'ve nade a request, it is valid
under Robert’s Rules of Order. At |least give ne the
courtesy of a response before you recognize one of your
Menbers to say, in effect, that whatever | do doesn’t count
because I’ma Menber of the Mnority.”

Speaker Hanni g: “No, Representative Black, perhaps the Chair
m sunder st ood. Is it your intention that you would nmake a
Motion that the three..

Black: “I clearly made a Mdtion, under Robert’s Rules since our
Rules are silent on this issue, that all three Amendnments
be handled on one Roll Cal | . If there was any

m sunderstanding of ny Mdtion play back your tape or,
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better yet, pay a buck and get a videotape recording of
it.”

Speaker  Hanni g: “Ckay. The Gentleman from Vermlion,
Representative Bl ack, noves that the House Anendnents 1, 2,

and 3 be considered on one Roll Call. And on that question

then, all in favor will vote ‘aye’; those opposed vote
‘no’ . And the voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On

this Mdtion, there are 51 voting ‘yes’ and 64 voting ‘no’.

And the Mdtion fails. Representative Black to...to debate
Amendnent #1.”

Black: “Ms... M. Speaker, just sinply to you, on behalf of the
Republ i can Caucus, | thank you for at |east recognizing our
Amendnent and giving us the Roll Call. And, in a lighter

tone of voice, in the future can we just get a ruling or
the vote before soneone on your side of the aisle inpugns
our abilities, integrities, or intelligence. That's all we
ask, just a little fair treatnent. We’ve had our day.
Thank you very nuch.”

Speaker Hannig: “Repre... Representative Black, | apologize if |
m sunder stood your intention to nmake a Moti on. | thought
you were asking from the Chair whether it was appropriate
to do that. So, in any case, we'll be back to the
Amendnent #1. Representative Hultgren.”

Hul tgren: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Hul tgren: “Representative Lang, good to see you. M ssed you in

comrittee this norning, good to see you.”
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Lang: “It’s a pleasure to be here with you, Sir.”

Hul t gr en: “Have you talked wth the Chief Sponsor,
Representative Hol brook? Is he supportive of vyour

Amendment ?”

Lang: “1’ve not asked Representative Holbrook if he’'s
supportive of the Amendnent but Representative Hol brook was
aware that | was presenting this Amendnent.”

Hul t gr en: “I's he... he’s not a cosponsor of your Amendnent
t hough, is that correct?”

Lang: “1 don’t think there are any cosponsors but |I’'d be happy
to make it Lang/ Hultgren.”

Hul tgren: “No thanks. |Is this a technical Amendnent?”

Lang: “It’s certainly not a technical Amendnent, it’s very
Substantive, Sir.”

Hul tgren: “To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Amendnent.”

Hul tgren: “Or to the Amendnent, thank you. This is gonna be an
interesting afternoon. [It’s one of these days that | guess
| feel a little frustrated for all the tinme that we put in.
| was in comrittee this norning, we had a Jud I Committee,
t he Sponsor of this Amendnent’s also on that commttee. I
mentioned in that commttee this nmorning that we all on
that coomittee have spent dozens and dozens and dozens of
hours debating this issue, finding out every side of this
issue that we possibly could. And | nmade the honest
request of the Chairman and of the Speaker, the Speaker was
also in conmttee this norning, to give the courtesy to

those of us who have spent those hours, cone down days
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early, net wth people throughout the state, trying to
figure this out, to be able to address the Amendnents, if
there are Anendnents, to conme up to be able to have these
heard in commttee, and especially with Amendnents being
present ed now by people who are Menbers of that commttee
goi ng around the commttee. | take that as a real slap in
the face as spokesperson of the Judiciary-Gvil Law

Committee that we are not given the commobn courtesy as a

commttee, first of all, to be able to've heard these
issues this norning. W had a good debate | felt |ike on
this Bill in commttee this norning. And | am offended by

the time that | spent honestly trying to debate this issue,
come to real solutions, and now to be going around wth
sonething that, again, the Sponsor of this Anmendnent has
just said is not a technical Amendnent, this is a very
substantive Amendnent. It should not be handled as a Fl oor
Amendnent, it should be going through commttee. I nst ead

the process...again, we are being slapped by the Majority to
address sonething that’s very substantive. Sonme m ght say
that it has nmerit, sone mght say it does not have nerit.

| am opposed to this going around the commttee that has

handl ed this issue. | encourage all Menbers on this side
of the aisle to vote ‘no’ on this. W have spent, again,
many, many, many hours debating this Bill, this issue. And

here in just a few mnutes, again, a Menber of the
commttee going around the very conmttee that we sit on,
having this heard in this way. | oppose it, | oppose the

process, and |I'm voting against this Amendnent, again,
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because of the violation of the process and really the
common courtesy that has been shown for the last 4 or 5
nmont hs as we’ve been debating and discussing this issue.
For it to be handled this way, again, | amvery frustrated

and di sappointed and would encourage ny fellow Menbers to

vote ‘no’ on this. Thank you.”
Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from W nnebago, Representative
Wnters.”

Wnters: “Thank you, M. Speaker. An inquiry of the Chair.”

Speaker Hannig: “Yes, state your inquiry.”

W nt ers: “Wth the... the Sponsor of the Anendnent’s
acknow edgnment that this, in fact, is a substantive
Amendnent, can you tell us why the Rules Commttee did not
refer it to conmttee but instead put it to the floor? Wy
did we not have the right to a hearing?”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, you may need to take that
matter up with the Menbers of the Rules Commttee. But all
| can advise you is the Bill..the Amendnent is here on the
fl oor now and..

Wnters: “Well.”

Speaker Hannig: “.it’s tinme to debate it.”

Wnters: “l...1 understand the verifi..clarification of the...the
power of the Rules Conmittee, we all know exactly how
powerful they are. | would, M. Speaker, ask for a

verification of the Roll Call on this Anendnent.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Okay. And you would... you'll be certainly
granted a verification, Representative.”
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W nters: “And as a Menber of the Rules Commttee yourself,
could you give us sone...your reasoning for voting it to the
floor instead of back to the proper conmittee, as in
attendance, | assune, at the Rules Conmttee?”

Speaker Hanni g: “I was in the attendance at that conmttee,
Representative.”

W nters: “You were in attendance, but your... your thinking
behind that ruling to send it to the floor?”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative, it seemed |ike an Arendnent we
really needed to debate.”

Wnters: “Even though the House Rules call for substantive
Amendnents to go to committee?”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative, it’'s...it’s here.”

Wnters: “I understand that. To the Bill, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Anendnent.”

W nters: “Ladies and Gentlenen of this chanber, this is
probably the...one of the npbst contentious issues that 1’ve
faced in 11 years here on this House H oor. And | think
that the actions of the Speaker, the Denocratic Leader, not
only of this chanber but of the state party, of the
Denocratic Party of [Illinois, is incredibly insulting to
all of the people that have put tine, hours upon hours of
heari ng, of the expert testinony we’ ve heard. W' ve all
t hought very carefully about how we can address what is not
just an insurance liability cost, the prem um cost to our
doctors, it is a problemfor the people of IlIlinois who are
no longer able to access health care on a ready...readily

avail abl e basis. W heard this norning that wonmen in
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Southern Illinois in the Metro East area, one of our major
nmetropolitan areas, who have to wait over a year to get an
appoi ntrment for a gynecol ogi cal exam How nany of these
patients, how many Illinois citizens will die because they
can’t find a doctor willing to treat ‘em who has tine to

treat em What you’'ve done with this Amendnent is to
totally gut any possibility that doctors will continue to
practice here in Illinois. W educate nore doctors than
any other state in North Anerica and yet, the doctors that
we are educating with our tax dollars are not com ng back
to Illinois to practice because they can’'t nmake a living
here. W have doctors in their 40s who are retiring, who
are fleeing our state, |leaving our patients w thout nedical
care. The Anmendnent that we are facing here today,

quadrupling the size of caps on noneconon c damages, wl|

absolutely gut the intent of this Bill. The underlying
Bill, and everyone needs to know this, is a Republican
witten Bill. House Bill 705 taken al nost verbatimw th a

few nodifications have becone 4074. But what you’ ve done

with this Anmendnment is gut all of the process of the l|ast 2

years that we’ve gone through. It will have no effect. |If
this Bill passes, as anended, it will not stop the fleeing
of doctors from Illinois. Access to medical care is what

we’'re tal king about. Not that the doctors are hurting, but
our patients are hurting. That they re going to be dying.
This Anmendnent is an absolute travesty to the denocratic
process. It’s a subterfuge, it’'s a red herring. It’s a

way to get us off the track of neaningful reform It is an
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absolutely atrocious exanple of trying to use the
parlianmentary process to hide the truth. And the truth is,
the trial lawers rule this state through the Denocratic
Party and through the Speaker. They are not going to all ow
meani ngful caps in this state. There's no other state that
has noneconom ¢ danages as high as this one and yet, this
is what we're faced wth. | urge a ‘no’ vote. | think
this is an absolute horrible Anendnent and it wll do

not hi ng, absolutely nothing, to help healthcare access for

the citizens of Illinois. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Kendall, Representative
Cross.”

Cr oss: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill and to the
Amendnent, | guess perhaps to the process nobre than
anyt hi ng. | started out indignant at what happened today

and now | guess |’m.. have not |ost that but am now to the
| evel of disappointnent. W have spent, as a Republican
Caucus, the last 2 years...2% years working wi th your side
of the aisle. W’ ve tal ked about working together on the
budget. We’ve tal ked about working together on a variety
of issues around the State of Illinois that are inportant
to all the Illinoisans. W’ve tried to put aside partisan
politics. Some have accused ne, perhaps of working too
much with your side of the aisle. And then when perhaps
the nost inportant issue...the nost inportant issue facing
all of Illinois, whether you're from downstate, upstate,
east, west, the nobst inportant issue facing all of us,

acctel ... access to healthcare, we resort to partisan
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politics at the highest level. Hypocrisy cones to ny m nd.

Political ganmemanship comes to mnd. The word ‘scanmi cones

to m nd. The words ‘snpoke and mirror’ cone to m nd. But

the bottomline is, whatever you wanna call it is, today we
have underm ned the systemin Illinois, nore so than at any
other tinme in the last 2% years. Everybody in this state

recogni zes we have a problem wth access to healthcare.
Ever ybody. W’ ve lost over 2 hundred physicians in the
Metro East area. Two hundred physicians, they ve left.
These aren’t games, this isn't political spin. They can't
afford to do business in this state. They have left.
There are not neurosurgeons...there aren’t any neurosurgeons
south of Springfield. | represent WII County, Illinois,
we haven’'t had a neurosurgeon in 2 years. Many states...
many counties in this state, you can’'t find an OBGYN.
Wnen have to | eave the state and go to other counties for
heal thcare and to have their babies delivered. Ever ybody
understands we have a problem Hospitals in the Chicago
area pay malpractice premuns to the tune of a half a
billion dollars. A half a billion dollars our hospitals
pay in mal practice prem uns. Everybody understands there’s
a problem At least, | thought everybody understood that
we had a problem We’ve been working on legislation for
the last year. W have been working on legislation for the
| ast 2 years. W' ve had neetings with the Governor. W’ ve
had neetings with your side of the aisle. W’ ve been
having nmeetings with the Denobcrats, good neetings, healthy

neetings to talk about what can we do to keep doctors in
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[11inois? Wat can we do to nake sure that person that has
a head trauma case doesn’t die because he can’'t get to a
hospital in time because there’s not a neurosurgeon in his
community? Wat can we do to nmake sure a woman gets the
adequate care during her pregnancy? We thought maybe
per haps | ast Thursday we were gonna do sonething about the
crisis in Illinois. A Bill is introduced by your side of
aisle, a Bill that incorporates sonme real concrete ideas
that people around this state have finally tal ked about and
accepted; caps, physician assets. Now, what it a perfect
Bill that everybody liked everything in it? No. But isn't
that really what happens when you end up doing a Bill to
solve a problem nobody’s really happy. | don’t think that
doctors like everything in that Bill. | don’t think the
hospitals like everything in that BII. | don’t think the
trial lawers liked everything in the Bill. That’'s usually
indicative of a Bi..of a Bill that’s pretty good. But
finally, a Bill to address the problem that everybody in
this state wunderstands is real. Wat do we do this
nor ni ng? W go to comittee. Twelve to two. Si x
Denocrats voted for this Bill, the Bill that finally,
finally addresses the need to keep physicians in Illinois.
Finally. Six of your colleagues understood that in the
Judiciary Law Commttee, as did six Republicans. Twelve to
t wo. Lookin” pretty good. Ya gotta feel good about tort
reform Ya gotta feel good, we finally have a chance to
keep physicians in Illinois. All of the sudden, that

bubbl e bursts and we go back to the same old ganmes that
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people in this state were wused to for nmany years, the
hypocrisy, the snoke and mrrors, the political ganmenen...
ganmesnmanshi p. ‘ Cause what happens? Wat happens? W have
Rules Committee. Three Amendnents are filed, three
Amendnments that guts the very essence of the Bill that was
filed last Thursday that could do sonething about tort
reform could do sonething about |osing physicians. Three
Anmendnents are filed, you don’t even send them over to our
side of the aisle. W don't even see ‘em ‘til the Rules

Committee is voting. Two hours...an hour and a half after a

Bill passes commttee, 12 to 2, you file three Anendnents...
Fl oor Amendnments that guts the Bill that can finally
address the issue that everybody in Illinois, | thought,

understood was a way to solve the problem These three
Amendnments, as the Sponsor’s indicated, aren’t technical,
they’ re substantive. Wen is the last tine in this Body a
substantive Bill went straight to the floor? | can't
remenber that. That’s why we have committees. That’'s why
we have conmmttees. But no, we’re not gonna do commttees
today ‘cause we’'re back to games playing. W' re back to
the hypocrisy, we're back to the snoke and mrrors. W are
gonna now gut the one Bill that can nake a difference in
the State of Illinois, the one Bill that can say when you
have a head trauma case you have a chance to live. The one
Bill that says we’'re gonna take care of OBGYNs and the
patients. The one Bill that has an opportunity we have
decided to gut. And you say, ‘CGutted it? Yeah, gutting

it, because you've now raised caps to a mllion for
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physicians and 2 mllion for hospitals. Everybody that’s

famliar with this issue knows that is a scam The State
of Mssouri, struggling with issue...this issue just Ilike
us, just like us, losing physicians, just |like the nestro...
Metro East area, concerned about 1osing physicians,

concerned about patients, concerned about OBGYNs, concerned
about nothers, passed a caps Bill at 350 thousand conbi ned
for physicians and hospitals and we’'re talking about $3
mllion. Is that a caps Bill? | think not. California,

where we’ve been able to keep premuns at a level for the
| ast 30 years, capped noneconom ¢ damages at $250 thousand.

Two hundred and fifty thousand dollars conbined. The State
of Indiana, a neighbor of ours. W look to Indiana often
when we tal k about | obs. A mllion dollars or a mllion-
two conmbined cap for economc and nonecononm c danages,

total. W’'re at $3 mllion. Let’s not kid ourselves. No
one on that side of the aisle wants to pass a caps Bill.

Nobody cares about addressing the real issue of access to
heal t hcare. It’s not about the physicians, it’s not about

the hospitals, it’s not about the trial |awers. It’s
about the nmen and wonmen in this state that deserve access
to healthcare. Quality and affordable healthcare. Quality
and af fordable healthcare. Now, M. Speaker, |’m not gonna
support these Anmendnents ‘cause | know it’s a ruse. I’ m
not gonna support Anendnment 1, |’'m not gonna support
Amendnent 2, and |I’m not gonna support Anmendnent #3. I

t hought, for once, we had a serious Bill. It’s clear we

don’t. Now, if you wanna continue to play ganes, you want
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to pass Bills out of commttee, get press releases, get
nice editorials from all the papers from around the state
that say, ‘oh, Denocrats are finally talking about tort
reform’ And then we cone along, throw Anendnments down
that don't get heard in committee, we don’t have an
opportunity to review, we don't get input from people
around the state. You go ahead and do that. |’ m not gonna
be a part of that process because that’s not fair. That’'s
not fair to all the people that have been in everybody’s
office in this state. Not just mne, not just Republicans.
They’ ve been in Denocr at of fi ces, t he hospi ta
adm ni strators, the doctors, the patients, everybody that’s
affected in a negative way because we have failed to
address the issue. Let’s...let’s step back and maybe, just

maybe for once on one issue, we can put.. put away the

politics. W are a caucus that has been willing to work
with your side of the aisle, as | said early on, for 2%
years, alnost 3 years, ‘cause we feel like and we try from

a public policy standpoint to do the right thing. W' re

willing to do that on this issue. Wre willing to sit
down, we’'re willing to negotiate, we’'re willing to talk
about the pros and cons of what was in the Bill you filed.
But we are not willing to play ganmes. W are not wlling
to do snoke and mrrors, we're not willing to play a gane
of hypocrisy of filing one Bill and then throw ng sonething
el se on the table. M. Speaker, | would hope that those on

your side of the aisle that truly care about nedical

mal practice reform would join us in voting ‘no on House
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Amendnent #1 to House Bill ... Floor Anmendnent #1, |’m sorry,

‘cause it didn't go to conmttee... Fl oor Anendnent #1 to
House Bill 4074. Thank you very nuch.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Currie.”
Currie: *“Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. First of
all, if we really care about healthcare for [Illinois

citizens, how about if we provide health insurance to all

of those who don’t have any today? Second, if we want to
tal k about what's the right cap, it is wong, it is wong
to say that a discussion about what the level of the cap
should be is a sham is a scam It seenms to nme it is
absolutely legitimate to say what should a... a linb
i nproperly renoved, what should that be worth in ternms of ...
in terms of a noneconom ¢ damage. The father who’s not
able to pick up the 2 year old because the doctor cut off

the wong arm Two hundred fifty thousand dollars, well,

some jury, sone individual mght say that sonething nore
than that is appropriate. If you raise the cap that
doesn’t mnean that everybody goes to the cap. There nmay
well be injuries in which the noneconom c damages do not
exceed $250 thousand, are not even at that |evel. But to
permit in egregious cases where the |oss... the |oss of
important functions is part of the problem to preclude
that opportunity, it seens to me, is itself a sham and a
scam There have been conplaints, conplaints about the
procedure by which this Anmendnent is before us. And
speaking as the Chair of the Rules Commttee, | would point

out that Iast year when we discussed House Bill 2241,
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Amendnents that dealt wth caps cane where? Not to
committee. Came directly to the floor, just as Anendnent 1
to House Bill 4074 is before us today. So, Anmendnents,

of fered by people on the other side aisle, came directly to
the floor |ast year. So, let us not talk about violation
of pr ocedures. Qur procedures provide that t hese
Amendments may cone to the floor. This Anmendnent did, as
did Anmendnents a year ago. And finally, let me make the
poi nt, when we talk about the doctors |eaving, the droves
and droves and droves of doctors no |longer here, an
i ndependent study by researchers at Duke University, people
who have no economi c stake in the outconme of this debate in
I[I'linois, they point out that the absolute nunber of
I[I'linois patient care physicians from 1993 to 2003 went
from 24,514 in 1993 to 30,264 in 2003. So, when we're
tal ki ng... wnhen we’re having the debate about the neaning of

a cap, the neaning of doctors |eaving, perhaps the first
thing we should do is find out how to talk from the sane
facts, the same realities. Because ny sense is that we are
so far apart in understanding the basics of the problem
that it’s very difficult for us to find a resolution. But

as to House Amendnent 1, | cannot understand how anybody
could say that this cap is inappropriate. Let ne say also
that from the perspective of doctors and hospitals,

stability and certainty is nmuch nore inportant than dollar

anount s. And when you point to states that have caps at

$250 thousand, many of those caps were adopted years and

years ago when $250 thousand neant something different from
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what it neans today. So, | would urge for those who
believe as | do, that there are some egregious situations
where | arger awards ought be made. | would urge a ‘yes’

vote on Amendnent 1 to House Bill 4074.~

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from Vermlion, Representative
Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. The day that | rely
on a school survey whose nicknanme is the Blue Devils is the
day | wear a funny hat to the chanber. Ya know, and

anot her thing, Mssouri passed a $250 thousand total cap 30

days ago. | guess the esteenmed Majority Leader, that’'s a
long tinme ago. Ya know, after hearing the esteened
Majority Leader’s coments, |I’'m rem nded of an old saying

down ny way, ‘Ya know, you can dress a pig up like a...in a
t uxedo, but when you're done it’'s still a pig.’ You can

dress this Anmendnent up in anything you want, but when you

still get done, Madam Majority Leader, this is a violation
of the process and you damm well know it. You took this
Bill to conmttee and we acted in good faith in commttee.
And 90 minutes after this Bill cleared conmttee on a 12 to

2 bipartisan vote, 90 mnutes afterwards, you filed three
Amendnents in the Rules Commttee, which would indicate to
nme that you had your Anendnments drafted yesterday. You
weren’t even honest enough to tell your own Menbers in the
commttee that this was a sham neeting. That you had
Amendnents drafted that would conpletely alter the basic
outline of a Bill that you and we have worked on for nore

than 1 year. This issue isn’'t gonna go away. You can file
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all the Anendnents you want. You can dress them up in
their nost beautiful attire, the issue is not gonna go
away. I wonder what that Blue Devil study said about
doctors leaving in 2003 to 2005. Surprisingly, nothing was
menti oned about 2003 to 2005. Ladies and Centlenmen of the
House, | don’'t take nyself very seriously, but | take this
process very seriously. And when it’'s prostituted, | don’t
like it. Wiether it’s ny side of the aisle that does it or

your side of the aisle that does it, |’'ve spoken out on
bot h occasi ons. This is wong what you ve done. It’'s
wrong and nost of you know it. These Anmendnents shoul d’ ve
gone back to commttee to be fully discussed. Is there

things in all three Amendnents that we mght’'ve agreed on
as a conpromse? VWho knows. You didn't give us an
opportunity. That’s why we have a commttee structure.
You coul d’ve sent these Anendnents to commttee yesterday.
What you’'ve done today is to bypro... bypass the process,
elimnate your own Menbers, your own Menbers who served on
this commttee and voted today. You’ ve bypassed them by
t hese subterfuge Anmendnents that you then rolled out on a
partisan roll directly to the floor. That oughta bother
some of you in the Metro East area as nmuch as it bothers
ne. You’' ve got plenty of tinme, we could ve sent this...
these... all of these Amendnments to commttee. W' ve
cancel ed enough Session days in the last 2 weeks to have
debated every Anmendnent that you'll file today, tonorrow,
or next year. But you chose not to do so. Wuld there be

sone fear on your side of the aisle that some of the
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Menmbers on your side on the commttee nmay not have voted
for these Anmendnents? W' Il never know, you didn't give
them an opportunity. And one thing I found very telling in
my good friend, the Sponsor of the first Anmendnent...and he
is a good friend and I’m not being facetious, he is, and
|’ mproud to say that. What | thought was very telling was
when he said the Sponsor of the Bill that was a work in...in
progress, a conprom se and | congratul ate and comrend t hat

Denocrat for bringing forth a Bill that not everybody |iked

but it was a conpromise, it was a starting point. And the
Sponsor of this Amendnent said, ‘I haven't even tal ked to,
a Menber of nmy own party, the Sponsor of the Bill.” Don’t

you think that’s a little odd? That you wouldn’t even talk
to a Menber of your own party about Anendnents you were
pl anning to attach to his Bill? And he’s worked on this
concept for 2 years. Al your debate, all of your words,

all of the attire you mght dress this pig up in, when it’s
done, it’s still a pig. You know it, | know it. What
you’' ve done it to circunmvent the process that would all ow..”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Black, could you bring your
remarks to a cl ose?”

Black: “Yes, | will. Thank you, M. Speaker. All you ve done
it to circunvent the process so that the voices of sone of
your Menbers and the voices of all of our Menbers are
rendered nute. That’'s not the way it’s supposed to work.
And when it happens, every one of us in this chanber |ose a
little bit of what we were sent here to do, to give our

input, to listen carefully, to cast a commttee vote and
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represent our constituents. And when you take that way, by
taking sonething to the Rules Conmttee at the last mnute,
taking it directly to the floor at the last mnute and
ramm ng it down every Menber’s throat, shanme on you. Shane
on you. You've trivialized the process and you ve
trivialized the input of every Menber of this chanber.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Fritchey.”

Fritchey: “Thank you, Speaker. WII the Sponsor vyield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Fritchey: “l respect all the previous speakers and those of you
know...t hat know nme know that | have the utnost respect for
this process. And when you' re gonna |ob charges that the
comrittee that | chair, that the party to which | belong
has been disrespectful of the process, |'m gonna take it
personal |l y. You have asked... you have asked and clanored...
you have clanored... you have clanored for reform on this
i ssue. You have begged caps. You bring us...you dare the

Denocrats, you try to denonize our party to do sonething.

We bring you a Bill, the backbone of which is your |anguage
that you had wanted in 705. In conmittee, | hear that
we’ve done too nuch to the Bill. Now on the floor you say

that we haven’t done enough, but that we just tweaked it.
You tryin to have every which way. |If you want hypocrisy
and a sham and a scam it’s that many of you that yell the
| oudest about having reform want nothing to do with reform
you want the political |everage of this issue. Nobody is
bei ng disingenuous with the people back honme except for

those of you that don’t want this. You're right, the issue

09400049. doc 43



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

49t h Legi sl ative Day 5/ 11/ 2005

w il not go away, because regardl ess of what we do here you
are going to say that we didn't do enough. This is not
politics, folks, it’s not about doctors, it’s not about
| awyers. It’s about patients and about...it’s about what
happens when patients becone victins. To say that we are
depriving or bastardizing the process by taking this,
instead of conmttee, to taking an issue of the |evel of
the caps in this Bill and letting 118 Menbers vote on that
level, that’'s enpowering this Body not circunventing this
Body. You want say on this matter, you want say on what
the final Bill’s gonna |ook |ike? You ve got a say. You
want $250 t housand cap? Vote ‘no’ on this. You support a
hi gher cap, vote ‘yes’ on this. You think the Anmendnents
that are comng gut this Bill? Try to nmake that argunent.
Do not say that we're just..that we are going around the
system Do not inpugn the integrity of the Sponsor of the
Amendnent, of the process that we have gone through. | sat
t hrough hours of hearings al nbst every week of every nonth
this Session. We made that process open to everybody, to
doctors, to lawers, to victins, to insurance agencies, to
people from around the state and around the country. I
defy anybody to say that we shut anybody out of this
process, that they did not have a voice, that they did not
have an opportunity, that they did not have a chance to be
heard. You wanted this issue to conme to the floor. It’s
here, deal with it.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Jackson, Representative
Bost . ”

09400049. doc 44



49t h

Bost :

STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

Legi sl ative Day 5/ 11/ 2005

“Thank you, M. Speaker. I'’m so glad | followed the
previ ous speaker, because you know, it amazes ne for the
last 2 years we have argued about this issue, we have
tal ked about this issue. And it’s right, everybody has
come to the table, it’s just one group has had a | arger and
| ouder voice. And it’s the ones that pay the biggest toll
to your side of the aisle. Now, there were Menbers of your
side of the aisle that supported the Bill that cane to this
floor that we're dealing with now  That this Anendnent is
going to...that we're asking to be put on now. But those
Menmbers didn't ask for this Anmendnent, from your side or
our side. Fromthat commttee they heard testinony today.

The process was being handled in a correct way. And then

all of the sudden, three Amendnents to the floor. VWham
Vell, welcome to real life. Sonebody got to sonebody.
W' re gonna try to block every way we can. Now, | wll
gri pe about the process. |’'m very concerned when we start

doing it this way. When before, everybody was saying how
great we get along and how we work together. Well, the

qui ckest way to nmeke that dissolve is to play ganes |ike

this. Play ganmes like this wth three... these three
Amendnents on a Bill that..let's face it, folks, you can
sit there and say, ‘Oh, well, | am for the patient.’ You
know what? |'m for the patient, too. |I'mfor the patient
being able to go and find a doctor. I’m for the patient

that doesn’t have to worry if | get a head injury, ny God,
is the flight to St. Louis gonna take longer than | can

survive? And we sit here and play ganes with it. Now,
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these other two Anmendnents that are up and coming, |’'m
probably gonna vote ‘no’ on them too, but this is a..this
is a key issue. Folks, once again, we sit in this chamber
and think that we in the State of Illinois live in a
vacuum Fol ks, if we are not conpetitive with the states
around us and put a sensible cap and allow the Bill that

was passed out, 4074, to pass w thout the Anmendnents, and
wi thout this particular Amendnent, nore docs are still

gonna | eave. And you haven’t done anyt hi ng. Ch, you can
go hone and get your press pop, you'll feel good about

that. But | don’t know if you can get it this tinme ‘cause
| hope that the nedia down here is paying attention to

exactly what’s going on there today, the games that are

bei ng played. | hope you realize when Representative Bl ack
said the fact that, guys, look, earlier today the Bill was
passed out. Ninety mnutes |ater these Anmendnents are

passed out. What..what is that? Wat kind of gane are we
pl aying? And you don’'t care. You sit there in your groups
and you talk and it’'s not inportant. Fol ks, tell that to
t he people when they all of the sudden can’'t find a doctor.
Hey, tell that to the people that when even they go to
another state maybe they're not accepted by the doctor.
Ladies and Gentlenen, you have two reasons why you shoul d
vote ‘no’ on this Arendnent and the other two. The process
that has been violated and the fact that doing this makes
it to where the Bill, the base Bill, it’'s ineffective. I
encourage a ‘no’ vote on this Amendnent and both the
ot hers.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
MIller.”

MIler: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”
MIller: *“Thank you. \What this does, Lou...Representative Lang,

is increase the cap level, correct?”

Lang: “It increases the cap |level fromthe Anmendnent...fromthe
Bill that cane out of conmittee this norning.”

MIler: *“Al right. 1In regards...there have been sone coments
made on the floor that this guts the Bill, that it does al
ki nds of horrendous things. In your thoughts... ya know,

what are your thoughts about that?”

Lang: “How nuch tine do you have, Representative?”

MIller: “Wll, less than...l| nean...5 mnutes.”

Lang: “This doesn’t change the Bill at all except the nunbers
in the Bill. If you're for caps this ill.. Bill still
provi des for caps. If you feel for infants who are... who

al nrost have their lives ruined at birth by nedical errors,
kids that are gonna be in wheelchairs their whole life
famlies that have to take care of these kids for their
whole life and you don’'t think $250 thousand is |arge
enough, this hel ps you out of that problem”

MIler: “Well ...well, that’s not the point. | nmean, | guess |
just wanted to get in the cooments of it trying to gut the
rest of the provisions that’'s in this Bill. | believe
there are sone serious insurance perform..insurance reform

provi sions.”
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Lang: “There are many provisions in this Bill dealing with
i nsurance reform and other issues. Those are left intact

by nmy Amendnent.”

Mller: *“GCkay. Wich..which are left intact?”

Lang: “Left intact, Sir.”

MIller: “Okay. And as far as sone of the explanation of
doctors leaving the state, does this.. do you feel wth
i ncrease the nunbers of doctors leaving the state or do you
think it’ll have any bearing on this?”

Lang: “Well, it’s...it’s interesting that you should ask the
question because throughout all the hearings we had on ned
mal, no matter what |evel we tal ked about relative to what
a limt should be, whether it low or high, no matter the...
t he i nsurance conpany that insures nost of these docs would
not say whether the prem uns would go down, whether they’d
go up, whether nore doctors would cone back to Illinois.
There was never any allegation one way or the other as to
that issue.”

MIler: “Ckay. In a nedical nmalpractice case, what's the

average cost of trying a case?”

Lang: “Well, sone say it’s 50... you nean for the plaintiff’'s
attorney?”

Mller: *“Correct.”

Lang: “Some say it’s 50 thousand, sone say it’s 100 thousand.

| suppose it depends on the case.”
MIler: *“Do..do you have any...any type of average on this?’

Lang: “l...1 don’t have it here. | can get it for you.”
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MIller: “In re...in regards to at least suing or going after a

Lang:

hospital for negligence is a story we've heard on...
yest er day. What would be the average cost or any cost
associated wth trying that case? Do you have any
information on that?”

“l don’t have it wth ne. Suffice to say, it’'s
substantial. And suffice to say, with a $250 thousand cap,
by the time you pay the insurance conpany back for your
medi cal costs, by the tinme... because of the collateral
source rule, by the tine you pay your |awers, by the tine
you pay for trial preparation, there’s not nuch left for

the victim”

MIler: “Okay. As far as...so part of the reason of raising it

Lang:

is to try to help with those ec... nonec... wwth those costs
that you said by the end of the day, if it goes to trial or
not goes...goes to trial?”

“That woul d be correct.”

Mller: “OCkay. To the Amendnment. Ya know, |’ve heard enough

of the debate and the banter going on for not just today
but for weeks in regards to why doctors are leaving this
state. | can understand sone of the frustration involved
with this issue, which is highly enotional. But 1 also
would like to add there are nany reasons why doctors are
| eaving this state, not just caps. It is actually, to ne,
as a licensed doctor, disingenuous for someone to think
that caps alone are the why reason doctors...or noncaps are
a reason why doctors are leaving this state. There was

some physicians here a few weeks, sone students, and |
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asked them the question, how nmuch their cost of nedical
education was. At the tinme, one of themtold they would be
in debt by the tinme they finished just undergraduate... or
graduate studies for nmedicine would be $175 thousand.
Clearly, that has a part to do with what.. where and how a
doctor practice. The second thing 1is that these
specialties are not just for everybody. There are quite a
few nunbers that may enter nedicine but there are quite a
few who will not becone the specialists that we all think
peopl e shoul d be. | believe those individuals are specia
and within their own right. The last point that 1'd |ike
to make is that traditionally, and at least in some of the
testi nony heard, caps hurt those of |ower incone, those of
wonen, and those of mnority status. And so, when we...when
we... as an African-American healthcare provider, [’ m
actually in quite of a qua...quandary here. Because sone of
the fact of the matter is that those may not... those may
conplain about the Jlack of physicians in downstate
I[1linois, but | could also conplain about the |ack of
physi cians in Rosel and. | could also conplain about the
| ack of physicians..!

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative MIller, could you bring your
remarks to a cl ose, please?”

MIller: “l can also conplain about |ack of physicians all
across the state, not just in Southern Illinois. And
because of the multitude of reasons that...and if we don't...
at least a $250 thousand, | believe it is low. And so, as
a healthcare provider, I|...1 would ask the Menbers of the
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CGeneral Assenbly, African Anericans of the CGeneral Assenbly
to really think about this. Many of us do not agree with

caps all together and many don’'t vote for that... ‘no’ for

t hat reason. But however, given the lesser of two evils,

sone nmay decide to go ahead with the higher cap. Thank
you. ”
Speaker Hannig: “Representative Sacia.”

Saci a: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”
Sacia: “If | could start ny comments by asking for verification

if this reaches the majority.”

Speaker Hanni g: “There... there’s already been a request for
that, Representative.”

Sacia: “Ladies and Gentlenen of the House, | have the privilege
of sitting on Judicial | and I have, like so many of us on

both sides of the aisle, traveled here for extra hours to

listen to the testinony. Until this very norning in
comrittee, | had never asked a question. | sinply sat
through the hearings and | listened. This norning, M. Jim

Tierney, who nany of you know, spoke on behalf of the

doctors and the hospitals and he basically said that what

this Bill does, it.. in sinple ternms, is three issues:
nmedi cal di sci pl i ne, litigation reform and insurance
reform And that’'s basically correct. Shortly thereafter

M. Conway, | believe he’s the outgoing president of the

trial lawers, said he would like to address two of those
i Ssues. He addressed nedical doctors, discipline and he

addressed i nsurance concerns. | found it very interesting
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that he did not address litigation reform because, Ladies
and Gentlenen, that is truly what this is all about. And
|’m going directly to the Amendnent. M. Conway and maybe
it was M. Haybeisen, nmade a comment that caps don’'t work
in other states. And he used the exanple of California.

And | cited the fact that | had just recently visited with
an OG... OBGYN in California who is paying $46 thousand a
year for her nedical nalpractice insurance. Everybody in
this chanber knows that in 1llinois it’s in the
nei ghbor hood of a couple hundred thousand dollars a year.

The point is, Ladies and Gentl enen, he convinced everybody
in that room that caps are not working in California. No
one had an opportunity to refute that, | sinply couldn’t.

But the fact 1is, every one of wus |I|ooks at nedical
mal practice as an issue between the doctors and the trial

| awyers. Ch sure, the hospitals are involved, certainly
the victins who are represented by the trial |awers. But
| subnmit to you, Ladies and Gentlenen, this is a Bill about
doctors and spin doctors. W are getting classic spin put

on this and what has happened to us this very day is an

absolute insult. | cannot believe what is happening here
t oday. | am a sophonore Legislator, | have defended this
process to everyone back home, but |I will not defend what

i s happening here today. This is a sham every one of us

on both sides of the aisle know it. And | ask for your
‘no’ vote on this Amendnent. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Mol aro.”
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Mol aro:  “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ya know, it...it never ceases
to amaze nme that | don't know if people don't read the

Bills or don't get the process or what’'s going on here.
Let nme make two observation and then | wanna say sonething
to the previous speakers. As far as the process is
concerned and what we shoul d’ ve done or not shoul d ve done,
we could debate that forever. W could get upset with the
process. You could scream we could defend it. | don’t
know where that gets us. kay. | think it’s not a bad
i dea to have sonme of the debate on the floor as opposed to
in commttee with 12, 14 Menbers. Let’s have it on the
floor. But let nme understand one other thing, and this is
the part where | think why everybody raised their voice,
why we even got Rep... your Leader to cone to the floor,
Representative Cross even on the floor to talk about this,
Representative Black is losing his voice, and that’s this.
And what | think everybody failed to realize, if ya just
read Representative Lang’s Anendnent, the people who are
for nmed society refornms, who are for caps in Illinois
shoul d be poppin’ chanpagne right now. Maybe you forgot to
be out of... how to be gracious w nners. Did you read his
Arendnent? Lou Lang, nyself, people who ve been with the
| awyers and trial |lawers for the last 25 years...you know
what his Anmendnent says? He's for caps. Now, it m ght be
a mllion dollars and ya mght not I|ike that, but the
battle’s over. The public policy in Illinois is now gonna
be caps. Don’t you see that? Don’t you get that? That’'s
what happened with this Anendnment. That’s what happened in
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commttee today. The public policy in |Illinois is
changi ng. So, if you stand there and say it’'s

di si ngenuous, all that could happen is; (a) it passes and
now we got a Bill with a mllion dollars or it gets
def eat ed. Now, do you really think...do you really think
that the vote’s in the bag on this Bill? Do you really
think there’s gonna be 60 Denobcrats voting ‘yes’ on this
Bill? If you think that’s what’s happening and that’s how
we usurp the process, then naybe after the vote you m ght

owe sone people an apol ogy. This is a Bill..this is an
Amendnent ...this is an Arendnent that’s brought by Lou Lang.

And Lou Lang and even nyself nake...| hate caps, but [’ m
getting the message. And | think a lot of Denobcrats and
sone Republicans who nmay not be... have been for caps are
getting the nessage. W got the nessage in commttee and
|’ mnot even on it. W’re getting the nessage. So to say
that it’s...it’s a sham for sonme Representative to get up
and say maybe it should be a mllion bucks...should have it

been done in commttee? Ckay, maybe it shoul d’ ve been done
in commttee. Ya got us. Ckay? W'’IlIl give ya that. But
now we get to debate it in front of a hundred and ei ghteen

Menbers, not sonme backroom deal by our Leaders. Not by 12

Legislators on a comttee. Here’s our chance. Fol k...
again...and I'll end by saying this, look at the Amendnent
and | ook what just happened in the State of Illinois today.

The Speaker of the House was in a conmttee where the Bil
that contained caps was passed. Pop the chanpagne. Public

policy has changed in Illinois. Ya won. Now we cone up
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and here’s an Anendnent even by trial |awers, people, that

are saying caps have won. Caps are here. Al we’'re sayin

is mybe it should be a mllion or two. Maybe you'll cone
back with 5 hundred or a mllion, | don't know. That’ s
where the debate has turned. So, if you're a doctor out

there, if youre with the Med Society out there, you should
be jumping for joy, not attacking the process or attacking

a few Legislators that say, ‘I1'd like the whole Body to
di scuss what the caps should be.’ You renenber the old
j oke, ya know, would you do sonmething for a mllion

dol I ars? Now you establish what they are, what.. let’s
negotiate price. Listen, caps...this is a Bill... and even
the Amendnent admits caps are here. It’s a victory. Be a
little bit gracious.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Mlaro, could you bring your
remarks to a cl ose?”

Mol ar o: “Wth that... |l don't know where this is going and |
don’t even know now I'’mvoting. Al | can tell ya is this,
it sure seens to ne that what happened in committee today
and with this Anmendnent, caps have won in Illinois. And
the people who are with the Med Society and were with this
all along should be gracious wi nners and not just go after
peopl e who were against it. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Milligan.”

Mul | i gan:  “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Anmendnent. I think
there are two issues here: first, it’'s the process and
second, it's the Anendnent itself. Over the last year

working with the Speaker, |’ve had a great deal of respect
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for things that he’s done, particularly for the benefit of
the State of Illinois on a lot of issues that were not
going right. And | kinda had hopes that perhaps that’s
where we were going here. But | think Representative Bl ack
is truly right, the process here was really convoluted. It
woul dn’t have taken nuch to do this right. The Bill was
di sussed... discussed <earlier today and the Anendnents
coul d’ve been introduced in that comrittee with no probl em
for discussion. Qur staff could ve been given the
Amendnents in a timely fashion before the Rules Conmittee,
they chose not to do that. | don’t wunderstand, you have
the Mpjority, you could ve jamed this Amendnent no matter
how you did it. But you could ve done it by the process
and you could ve done it correctly. W have a long way to
go here before we have a budget. And then let’s go to the
second part, let’s go to the Amendnent itself. By all
practical neans, putting this Amendnent on nmakes this
ineffective for any kind of caps. And quite frankly,
what’s going on in this state neans we have to do sonet hi ng
about doctors. Last year, ny hospital, and | cone from a
very nedical intensive area, Lutheran General, lost their
top two OBGYN teachers. They went to Kenosha on June 30,
because it would ve cost thema mllion dollars to stay in
[I'linois on July 1. Many of you have heard nme say that 1'd
li ke the budget done early this year because | have a new
grandchild due June 1. Well, last night that granddaughter
was born. And the reason she was born early was because ny

daughter-in-law, who lives in WInette in a nedically
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intensive area, went to her OBGYN that day for her checkup
and the doctor determned after a few tests that there was
sonme problens with amiotic fluid and they should go ahead
and induce |abor. The baby was born and when ny son called
me a little after 11:00 last night | could hear her
screaming in the background and believed she truly was a
menber of our famly, loud lungs and |ots of talk. But |
would venture to say, of the five Gentleman who are
sponsoring the underlying Bill, if nmy daughter-in-law |ived
in any one of their districts she would not have had the
medi cal care that she received yesterday. And any one of
them that votes for this Amendnent that guts this Bill and
then goes honme and tries to sell to the people in their
district that they tried to do sonmething for their area of
the part of the state is perpetuating the worst sham | have
ever seen. Don't tell me that ny daughter-in-law woul d’ ve
gotten that kind of care yesterday in any one of their
districts. Don't vote for this Anmendnent. Move the
process forward and do sonething for this state.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Mautino.”

Mauti no: “Thank you, Speaker. And just a quick question to the
Sponsor... | guess a statenent to the Sponsor of the
Amendrent as wel | . | appreciate the opportunity of having
to vote on this idea. A lot of Menbers here don't realize
or haven't been here |ong enough to understand that this is
how we did things. Prior to abdicating control of every
issue to soneone else, a Menber could conme up in this

chanmber and have his own idea. So, I|...I don’t support your
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Amendnent but | appreciate the opportunity to stand here
and tell you that ny rights as a Menber to not only vote on
yours but to offer an Amendnent of ny own is sonething we
should ook forward to in all the things that we do. As

Menbers, we have a chance to create and direct the policy

of the State of Illinois. W haven’'t done that for a |ong
tinme. So, as you look forward, | hope there’'s a hundred
Amendnents on this Bill. In 1991, we did every Anmendnent
W thout going to Rules Commttee. Since I don't sit on

that commttee, we would file it and then that Anmendnent
had to be dealt with. And it was a truly solid legislative
process. The underlying Bill that we have here has sone
areas that | my want to fix. And | would Ilike that
opportunity in the comng days as we debate this policy.
Al though | don’t support the Anmendnents as structured, |
support your right as a Menber and our rights to shape
policy.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Kosel. kay, she does not w sh
to speak. Representative Hol brook is next on the list.”

Hol br ook: “Thank you, Speaker. | don’'t support House Anendnent

# and | wuld ask that everyone vote no” on this
Amendnent . And | understand there’'s already been a
verification requested, is that correct?”

Speaker Hannig: “That’'s correct, M. Hol brook.”

Hol brook: “Ckay. And as for the other two Amendnents, | don’'t
think I support those either. But when they conme up | want
to make sure there’s a verification on both of those.

Thank you.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Chanpai gn, Representative
Rose.”

Rose: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”
Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Rose: “Or to the Anendnent, excuse ne. Let’s tal k about the
process, folks. This norning in commttee Menbers were
subbed on for.. well, since January we ve been having
hearings on this topic. And then suddenly today,

Denocrati c Menbers show up out of the thin blue air to vote
on a Bill. They hadn’t been there for the last several
nmont hs as we’ve been studying this. Then, 90 mnutes |ater
the Rules Committee neets, no advanced warning, not even a

courtesy of a heads up to our House Leader that, hey, we’ ve

got three Amendnents to this Bill. Comes out, nothing to
our staff, conmes right to the floor. The point of having a
commttee is to go over it. | don’t know if a mllion
dollars is good or bad. | don't know if 2 mllion’ s good

or bad because we didn’'t have a chance to ask anybody in
committee this norning. Wat was in commttee this norning
was 250 and 500. That’s why we have commttees. Ya know,
as for this whole concept of 2241 from | ast year, | guess,
why should we expect a different process from the sane
party? You recall 2241 from |last year. That’s the one
where we took a Roll Call vote on the Amendment in Second
Reading and it was pulled fromthe record, never to be seen
again. So why should we expect anything different right
now? Now, as to the substance of the Anendnent. Is it
good, is it bad? I don’t know. W didn't have the
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opportunity to talk about it in commttee. A  brief
conversation in Med Society tells us that their actuaries
say that a mllion dollars will not lower, will not | ower
the premunms. And that's the problemin this state. The
whol e problemis we can’t recruit and retain specialties.

Frankly, | don’t care if we have the sanme anmount of famly
practice physicians today as we had 5 years ago ‘cause it’s
t he specialties we're | osi ng, t he obstetrics and
gynecol ogy, the neurology. M best friend, a kid | went to
high school wth in Charleston’s a doctor in Wsconsin
ri ght now. Hi s obstetrics endorsenent up there, it would
cost him $40 thousand to nove back to Illinois. He's a
famly practice physician up there in Wsconsin. He
delivers babies on the side ‘cause he enjoys it. He'd like
to bring his wife...his wife’'s from Geneseo, he’'s originally
from Charl eston. They now have a baby, they' re getting
ready to have another baby. They’'d like to bring their
famly back to Illinois to be closer to grandparents. But
guess what? He can’'t afford to do it. Bottom line, this

is a shamand this is a charade.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Flowers.”
Fl ower s: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of
t he House. | agree with the previous speaker. The whole

thing is a sham against the people of the State of
Il'linois, not only this Bill but the one that they have
pendi ng as well. | was reading yesterday' s newspaper, The
Chi cago Tribune, and the headlines says that doctors haste

seens to be hurting patients. Doctors haste is hurting
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patients. And what |[|’ve mssed throughout this entire
debate has been about the patients. What about the

patients and this system that we’'re talking about that’s
broken? If | thought for one mnute that voting to put a
cap, a price on a person’s life, would fix this broken
system | would gladly stand up and vote for this Anmendnent

as well as this Bill. But that’'s not the problem and we
are not addressing the real problem In this survey that
was done, it says, ‘Doctors are failing to provide

Anericans with the best care that nodern nedicine offer.
Physi ci ans often see revolving door of patients comng in
with the wong prescription, the wong nedicine.’ And it
says, ‘Patients’ care... patients should have the right to
know about the care that they rightly deserve, but yet
they’re not getting it.” This Bill does not tal k about the
quality of care. The article goes on to talk about that
if..1 out of 10 doctors said that sonetines they saw the
patient with the wong drugs, wong doses, and other
procedures that are wong. And it says that if the nedica

system.. if this nedical system was a bank... if it was a
bank, that you would not want to deposit your noney in this
bank because of the nedical errors. Is this Bil

addressing the nmedical errors that is placed on the people
in this state? People are dying. There's over 98 thousand
peopl e dying every year and we don’t know the reasons why.

In the hospitals, in their doctor’s office, in their hones
from their prescription. Nobody knows the reason why and

you want to put a cap on a person’s life, that’s not the
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answer . We should not be addressing this issue. What we
need to be doing is educating the people on what the
problem is, <changing the system and bring the rea
culprits to the table. The real culprits are the insurance
i ndustry. The real culprits are the systemthat we haven’'t
changed in the last 50 years ever since we had a healthcare
system in this state, in this country. The real systens
are, again, the doctors and the other professionals as well
as the trial |awers. There’s no one that’'s innocent of
this issue. But wuntil such tine that we all sit at the
table and stop playing the boogi eman, stop saying that your
doctors are running out. Doctors are |eaving because
they’re aging out, doctors are |eaving because they cannot
afford the insurance. And for whatever reason it may be,
it’s not right that we violate people’'s civil rights, tel

them that they cannot go into court and they cannot sue

because you signed your rights away when you went into the

hospital . In this Bill, there’s a...a section there that
says you' ve signed your right away to sue. In every type
of ...in every situation that we have you have a three-day

cl ause where you can change your mnd, except for in this
Bill. There is no three-day clause that you can change
your mind for a doctor who did not..who did violate their
Hi ppocratic oath to do no harm because of whatever reason
We nust address why is there hastiness in their first place
in the doctors’ offices. Wiy our snaller offices have the
bi gger probl ens. This is the issue that we need to be
addressi ng, Ladies and Gentl enen. Thank you.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Howard.”

Howard: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. | appreciate your
allowing me to take this brief nmonent to introduce people
who have cone to visit wus today. W have wth us
individuals from the Illinois Judges Association. Judges
Jim Epstein, John O Steele, Mchael W Stuttley, and Mrk
A. Schueri ng. Please help me to welconme the judges to
Springfield.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Eddy.”

Eddy: "Thank you very much, M. Speaker. Wuld the Sponsor of
t he Amendnent vyiel d?”

Speaker Hannig: “The Sponsor will yield.”

Eddy: "Representative, |...1 have sone questions regarding the
Amendnment . My understandi ng, based on what other states
are doing...and | want you to understand, | represent a part

of the state that borders Indiana, about 130 mles |ong
l...1 feel like |I need to answer the folks in M. Carnel
with their hospital, their doctors, in Lawenceville, in
Robi nson, and in Paris. How did you cone to the concl usion
of 1 mllion and 2 mllion? What...what was the process you
used to cone to that as being the...the determ ning factor
for the cap?”

Lang: “The...well, the easy answer is it’s just as arbitrary as
a lower nunber, but I'll give you a better answer. During
the several days of hearings that we had about this, the...
those who wanted caps were asked over and over and over
again what |level of cap wll work, what |evel of cap wll
you support? They al .. they talked a little about what
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|l evel of cap they would support but they never said what
| evel of cap would work. In fact, they aren’t even sure a
250 cap will work, and you can put ‘work’ in quotes. And

you woul d ask the question, ‘Wat does work nean?’” And you
woul d answer by saying, ‘Well, we're talking about the
prem uns that doctors pay.’” And then you would ask them a
guestion rhetorically, *Wll, what if we put in a |aw that
capped prem uns instead of capping awards?  Well, they're
not for that because the docs and the insurance conpanies
can’t agree because the insurance conpany won't let...won't
really take care of the docs. Wat they want to do i s nmake
noney for the insurance conpany.”

"So... so, let ne...let me see if | can capsulize your
answer because you gave ne a lot nore than what | asked
for, and | appreciate that.”

“I't’s what | do.”

"l ...1 appreciate that but the answer the ny question is
there is no basis in data or fact that use those nunbers,
and you also nentioned there... there isn't for the other
nunbers. But let nme...let me just refute that with this.
When you | ook at Wsconsin, the total cap...the total’s $500
t housand. In Mssouri, it’s $350 thousand. I n | ndiana,
whi ch borders nmy state, which is the ones that..that |I'm
trenmendously concerned about because those healthcare
providers up and down Route 1 are losing...and |I don’'t care
what anybody says about doctors not leaving this state,
doctors and healthcare providers are leaving this state for

surroundi ng states. That’s a fact. That’'s a fact.”
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“l agree with that.”
"My question..
“l agree.”
“.then is if we're |looking at surrounding states as one

of the criteria to begin to establish sone nunbers for the
caps, and that is the basis for those, so | don't..| don’t
agree with vyour.. your comrent that they're no.. they're
arbitrarily chosen at 250 and 500, what is the beginning of
the basis for 1 and 2 mllion?”

“Representative, the insurance people that canme to the
commttee and have been talking at us and to us for a very
long time on this issue have their hand on the spigot.
They decide how nuch the prem uns are. And when you ask

them what a nunber would be that would |ower the prem um

they can’t give you a nunber. Al'l of their nunbers are
arbitrary as well. And then they say, ‘Wll, we're just
trying to stop the frivolous lawsuit.’ Oh, yes, we still

believe in the jury system but just for these kinds of
cases let’s have caps. Let’s not have caps if | run you
over with a car. Let’s not have caps for any kind of case
but ned mal cases, but let’s make up a nunber. And that'’s
what they did. And so..

"Thank you. Representative..
“And by its very na..
"Representative, | don't want to interrupt you..
“l’”’m gonna answer your question.”
".but you haven't answered ny question. My question
was..”
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Lang: “And by its very nature..
Eddy: "M question was..
Lang: “.if a jury would award sonebody a mllion dollars, it

cannot be a frivolous |lawsuit.”

Eddy: "My question was how you cane to the figure. I
understand all the issues. And by the way, this is not
about caps al one. | don’'t think anybody ever here...ever

sa...on this side every said it was about caps alone. There
is substantive |anguage aside from that in the underlying
Bill that, | think, goes to the very heart of the fact that
we all believe that there are several sides to this. My
guestion is, how do we get to the nunber that has sone
actuarial backing? And I'mtold by staff that the nunbers
we use are used because they have sone... sone factua
actuarial backing. And | think if we’'re going to go down
this road we should use sonething that has real data behind
it and nothing arbitrary.”

Lang: “May |, M. Speaker?”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, the Gentleman’s tine has
expired so why don't we... youll be able to close,
Representati ve Lang. Representative Patterson.”

Patterson: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Patt er son: " Ckay. Representative, | need to get sonething
clear for ny own mndset ‘cause | have a way of doing a
little inverse thinking. Voting ‘yes’ for the Anmendnent

does not speak to the fact that you're for caps, it’s just
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that you're in disagreenent with the ridicul ous | ow anmunt
of $250 thousand. |Is that correct?”
“It’s correct in part, Representative. | have been

convinced that we should be debating the issue of caps and

that’s what we’'re doing. And eventually, after we go
through a series of Anmendnents, we’'ll get to a Third
Reading Roll Call. And I, as you and every one else in
this chanber, will have to determ ne whether the Bill, as
it comes to us on Third Reading, is a Bill we can support.
Al I know is that for right now, today, the cap that cane

out of that commttee, a commttee | normally serve on but
was in the Executive Conmttee presenting another Bill
today, | cannot support the way it came out of commttee

Il wll not support that Bill the way it cane out of
commttee and I'’mtrying to address this to have...at | east
for this nonent, to provide a cap for surety for doctors,
for surety for hospitals, to deal with some of the |lawsuits
and to nmake sure that the victinms of medical malpractice

get reasonabl e conpensation.”

Pat t er son: "And just a follow-up to that, Representative, if

Lang:

one is in agreenent that the current anount that’s |isted
in the Bill is ridiculously |low but because sonmeone votes
for the Anendnent does not nean that they are in agreenent
with a cap provision?”

“That is exactly the case. | expect sone people to vote
for this Amendnent who will not vote for this Bill on Third
Readi ng.”

Patterson: "Thank you.”
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Lang: “Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Kosel.”

Kosel : “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Kosel: “Representative Lang, | think | showed you this picture
earlier today. This is Trisha. Trisha was born Mnday at
8:10. The doctor who delivered her has told ny daughter-
in-law that if she decides to have another baby, he is...
does not know if he wll be in this state. The
pedi atrician that is holding the stethoscope on...on...on her

right here has told ne it isn't if he's going to |eave

it’s when he’'s going to |eave. This Bill, after just
talking to one of them 1|..the other one hasn't called ne
back yet, will not nmake a difference. This is not enough
This Amendnment will gut the Bill. This will not keep them
in the state. |If this has not affected your famly yet, it
will.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Reis.”

Reis: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Reis: "Representative..

Lang: “Are you gonna ask ne a question?”

Rei s: "..do you know the caps of the...the surroundi ng states,
I ndi ana, Wsconsin, Mssouri, what their caps are at the

current time?”
Lang: “We have the information. |’ m sure you have it or you
woul dn’t be asking the question. Lower than the mllion

hi gher than the 250, in sonme cases.”
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"Ckay. And [...1 bring this up because |I’'m a farm boy,
|’ m conmopn sense. And we’ve seen what happens when we

raise trucking fees, the trucks |eave the states. W see
what happens when we...we have too high work conp prem uns,
our jobs leave the states. W see what happens when... when
we tax our corporations, when we’'re unconpetitive, they
| eave. And that’s what’'s happened with our doctors. And
we can argue caps, we' ve argued the process. But if our
caps are still higher, which cause our premuns still to be

hi gher for our doctors, we're going to continue to see our

doctors | eave. Now, if you think a mllion dollars is
good, you vote for this Anendnent. |If you're |ike ne when
| think it’s too high, it will not bring out prem ums down,

what are we really acconplishing other than sone folks on
your side of the aisle got to say | got to vote for caps.”

“Is that a question?”

"I"'ma realist, | see our doctors leaving. | have nine
counties, three hospitals that deliver babies, that's it.
No neurosurgeons, no jobs, because there’s no healthcare
facilities. I want to see results. The people of ny
district and so many other districts wanna see results, not
just canmpaign mailers that say, ‘Il voted for caps’. And
that’s why | don’t think your mllion dollar cap will work
because it’s not putting us on a level playing field with
t he surrounding states.”

“Was that a question?”

"Well, it's a statenment. | nean..”

09400049. doc 69



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

49t h Legi sl ative Day 5/ 11/ 2005

Lang: “You asked ne to yield, | thought you were gonna ask ne a
guestion.”

Reis: "I asked you the question and you gave nme the one answer,

So... Ya know, when the tires hit the road we have to nake
[I'linois conpetitive with our surrounding states or we're
gonna continue to |ose doctors, plain and sinple. We can
go through show, we can go through snmoke and mrrors, but
we have to be conpetitive with our surroundi ng states. I
think the cap needs to be at $250 thousand so that we are
conpetitive. It’s proven. We tal ked about... one of the
Representatives say we need real data. The real data is we
have no caps, our premuns are too high, and our doctors
are leaving. Period. Plain and sinple. That’s the data.
So, | hope that people will vote ‘no’ on this Anendnent

beyond the procedural things that the people that have been
here |onger know how the process really should work. I
think from a substance standpoint that this Anmendnent is

not right and | urge your ‘no’ vote.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Mnique Davis.”

Davis, M: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Davis, M: “Representative Lang, | have | think one or two
guestions. Is there any correlation between insurance rate
i ncreases and nal practice suits that are filed or won?”

Lang: “Well, it depends who you talk to, Representative. You
can get any evidence from any person you want and get a

di fferent answer on that question. | would just sinply say
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this, in al | fai rness, t he dat a is i nconcl usi ve.

| nconcl usi ve.”

Davis, M: “Well, 1’ve |ooked at several charts and they show a
rise or an increase, a continual increase of nedical
mal practice insurance. But there is not that simlar

increase with mal practice cases either filed or won. There

is alarge gap in the statistical data on a |ine graph.”

Lang: “I’ve seen that graph. And so you’'re suggesting that
there have been astronomc in...increases in premuns but
not an astronom c increase in nunmber of cases filed, is

that correct?”

Davis, M: “That is exactly the way you d have to read that
i nformation.”

Lang: “I read it the way you read it.”

Davis, M: “Thank you. To the Amendnent, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Anendnent.”

Davis, M: “1"m very concerned when people name or address a
problem but the solution to the problem is really not
affecting the cause. | hear people say, oh, doctors are
noving, they're leaving the... what, the downstate area
because of the rise in insurance, the rates of the
insurance, the increases in insurance. But even... it
appears to me if Lou Lang' s Amendnent passes it is not
going to reduce nor stop the rise in the insurance rates.
| think the problem we’'re attenpting to solve, nunber one,
is to get the very best nmedical services in this state that
we can get. | think we do not want people to ever feel

that they don’'t have to be concerned with naking major
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errors on particular groups of people because they won't be
responsi ble for those errors. Because these kinds of...this
kind of legislation renoves the onus on the hospital, on
the doctors, on the nedical profession to be as careful,
as... as concerned as they should be. | believe that as
Legi sl ators, even when a pronotion has taken place, pushing
the wong buttons...it is not up to us to go along with this
incorrect information and say we’'re gonna solve the problem
that has been presented, which really is not the problem
Rising insurance rates that reduces the inconme of the
medi cal profession will not be halted by this |egislation.
Thank you, M. Speaker and Representative Lang.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay, that concludes our debate on Floor
Amendnent #1. Representative Bl ack. Representative Bl ack,

for what reason do you rise?”

Bl ack: “Yes, thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. | appreciate
your indul gence. I have filed in witing under House Rule
55, under precedence of Motions. If you Il |ook at House
Rul e 55, Subsection (c), I1've filed a Mtion to Conmmt

Amendnent #1 back to the GCivil Judiciary Conmittee and the
rules are very clear, no action can be taken until action
is taken on ny Motion.”

Speaker Hannig: “So, Representative Black noves that the House
commt Floor Anmendnment #1 to House Bill 4074 to the House
Judiciary Cvil Law Committee. Al in favor vote °‘aye’;
opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. Have all voted who

wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Clerk, take the record. On this Mtion, there are 53
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voting ‘yes’ and 61 voting ‘no’. And the Mdtion fails

And Representative Lang is recognized to close on the

Anendnent . ”

Lang: “Well, thank you, M..

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Hof fman, for what reason do you
rise?”

Hof fman: “Yes, ny switch is not worKking. If | could have the
Clerk please look at it. | wanted to vote ‘no’.”

Speaker Hannig: “Ckay. And Representative Lang.”

Lang: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenen. I
appreciated the spirit of debate although | didn’t
necessarily appreciate the tone of the debate. Let ne

state that for those on the other side of the aisle who
believe that this is part of sonme Denocratic conspiracy to
overthrow the Republican side of the aisle, let ne say that

| am one Representative. As you know, the Speaker sat in

on the Judiciary Commttee today. That Bill came out of
Judiciary Conmttee, | think, with his support exactly the
way it was witten. | amone Representative, this is not a
Denocratic conspiracy. This is my Anmendnent, |'mentitled
to provide the Anendnent. You' re entitled to vote ‘no’ if
you Wi sh. That’s the denocratic process. Addi tionally,

we’'ve had a lot of talk on this floor about procedure. Let
me remnd you that when you had a caps Bill last year it
cane directly to the floor. No one tried to commt it to
commttee, no one tried to play tricks. You got your vote
and, in fact, you adopted your Anmendnent for caps | ast

year. | am actually dunbfounded by the |evel of debate on
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this Bill because | heard nothing fromany of those who are
opposed to this Bill about the wvictinms of nedica
mal practi ce. Now, even the doctors and the insurance

peopl e who cane to testify in the dozens of hearings we had
said, | ook, we know m stakes are made, we know people are
injured, we know death results, we know brain injuries
happen, we know blindness happens, we know deafness
happens, we know there are mstakes. So let’s not pretend
that this whol e debate is about doctors. W all, those who
vote for this Amendnent, those who don't vote for this
Amendnent, know there’s a crisis in nedical nmalpractice in
this state. But to talk about caps on awards as the be-all
and end-all when there were 48 agreenents out there that
peopl e backed off from and to talk about this as the be-
all and end-all when if you really want to provide sone
relief you go to where the source is. The insurance
conpany is the one charging the rates, why don’'t you vote a
cap on insurance rates? But no, you're not gonna do that.
And so, Representative Mlaro, in his usual cogent way, |
heard some of it, talked about ‘ya won’. He’s right.

Here’s Representative Lou Lang, used to chair the Judiciary

Commi tt ee. | stated on this floor last year that | was
unal terably opposed to caps and here | am with a cap
proposal. What’'s so terrible about it? You think it’s too
hi gh, vote ‘no’. But don’t vote ‘no’ because you think you

have a better nunber, because no one knows the right
nunber, 250's made up, 500's nade up, 10 mllion would be

made up. It doesn’t matter what the nunber is, it’s nmade
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up. It’s arbitrary. So, because it’'s arbitrary and
because there are people in this state wth injured famly
menbers in wheelchairs and blind famly nenbers and injured
famly menbers, we have to err on the side of the victins.
And while we're trying to keep doctors in the state, let’s

tal k about how to keep victins healthy and let’s tal k about

real healthcare in Illinois. It isnt just about nedical
mal practice, it’s about the 12% mllion people that live in
I[I'linois and all of their healthcare. Not protecting

people who injure people but protecting the people that
live in the State of Illinois. And here | amwth a Bil

for caps. You think they’'re too high? Vote ‘no’. But
don’t start talking about public policy because no matter

what nunber you put on the table you nmade it up. Vot e

Speaker Hannig: “And the question is, ‘Shall Floor Amendnent #1
be adopted? There's been a request for a Roll Call vote.

aye’; opposed

So, all in favor vote nay’. The voting is

open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? M.
Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 22

voting ‘yes’ and 93 voting ‘no’. And the Modtion fails

Representati ve Hol brook, for what reason do you rise?”

Hol br ook: “I"d like this Bill pulled from the record at this
tine.”
Speaker Hannig: “OCkay. The Gentlenman asked that the Bill...that

this be out of the record. M. Cerk, read the Agreed

Resol utions.”
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Cl erk Mahoney: "Agreed Resol utions. House Resolution 396,
of fered by Representative Sullivan. House Resol ution 397,
offered by Representative Flider. House Resolution 399,
offered by Representative Pihos. House Resol ution 400,

of fered by Representative Hultgren. House Resol ution 401,
of fered by Representative Hultgren. House Resol ution 402,
offered by Representative Brady. House Resol ution 403,
of fered by Representative Phel ps. House Resol ution 405,
of fered by Representative Moni que Davis. House Resol ution
406, offered by Representative Monique Davis. House
Resol ution 407, offered by Representative Monique Davis.
House Resolution 408, offered by Representative Hol brook.
House Resolution 409, offered by Representative Washi ngton.
House Resolution 410, offered by Representative WAshi ngton.

House Resolution 411, offered by Representative May. House

Resol ution 412, offered by Representative Hannig. House
Resolution 413, offered by Representative Hannig. House
Resolution 414, offered by Representative Bol and. House
Resol ution 415, offered by Representative Daniels. House
Resol ution 416, offered by Representative M/l ner. House
Resol ution 417, offered by Representative Bassi. House
Resolution 418, offered by Representative Howard. House
Resolution 419, offered by Representative Younge. House
Resol ution 420, offered by Representative Younge. House
Resol ution 421, offered by Representative Joyce. House

Resol ution 422, offered by Representative Bell ock. And
House Resol ution 423, offered by Representative Phelps.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Currie noves for the adoption
of the Agreed Resolutions. Al in favor say ‘aye’ ; opposed
‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And the Agreed Resol utions are
adopt ed. Representative Parke, for what reason do you
ri se?”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Poi nt ... point of informtion.

What are the...what is the schedule on commttees? Are we
gonna ha...still have commttees today?”

Speaker Hannig: “Yes, the..

Parke: “And if so, when?”

Speaker Hanni g: “The 2:00 committees... and... and let’s have a
little attention. Wy don't we just make this an
announcenent . The 2:00 committees will neet imedi ately

after we adjourn, nonentarily, and then the 4:00 conmttees

will neet after the room becones available. So, that wll
be the..

Par ke: “And what tine... what tine are we expected to cone in
t onor r ow?”

Speaker Hannig: “And we’ re gonna adjourn until 12:30 tonorrow.”

Parke: “12:30. And will we be in long do you think, tonorrow?”

Speaker Hanni g: “W didn't do so good today, Representative
Par ke.”

Parke: “Well, maybe you shoul d have better Amendnents.”

Speaker Hanni g: “W’Il try to come up with sone better ones
t onorrow. Representative Soto, for what reason do you
rise?”

Soto: "Thank you, Speaker. On a point of personal privilege

Just to let the Labor Conmmittee know that the room.. the
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hearing room has been changed to D1 at the Stratton
Bui I ding. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay. Is there any further announcenents?
Then Representative Currie noves that, allow ng perfunctory
time for the Clerk, that the House stand adjourned ’til
tonorrow, Thursday, May 12, at the hour of 12:30. Al in

favor say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And
t he House stands adjourned.”
Cl erk Mahoney: "House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.

Readi ng of Senate Bills-First Reading. Senate Bill 776, a

Bill for an Act concerning State Governnent, offered by
Representative Jefferson. Senate Bill 1848, offered by
Representative G| es, a Bill for an Act concerning
educati on. Senate Bill 1849, offered by Representative
Gles, a Bill for an Act concerning education. Senate Bill

1853, offered by Representative Gles, a Bill for an Act

concerni ng education. And Senate Bill 1854, offered by
Representative G| es, a Bill for an Act concerning
educati on. Introduction and Reading of House Bills-First
Readi ng. House Bill 40... 4075, offered by Representative
Mulligan, a Bill for an Act concerning appropriations.
First Reading of this House Bill. Referred to the House

Commttee on Rules is House Resolution 398, offered by
Representative MKeon; House Resolution 404, offered by
Representative Acevedo; House Resolution 424, offered by
Representative Hoffman; and House Joint Resolution 57,

offered by Representative Flowers. There being no further
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busi ness, the House Perfunctory Session wll st and
adj our ned.”
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