STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
SEVENTEENTH SPECI AL SESSI ON

1st Legi sl ative Day 7/ 20/ 2004

Speaker Hanni g: “The hour of 11:00 having arrived, the
Seventeenth Special Session of the |Illinois House of
Representatives will be in order. WII|I the Menbers please

be in their seats? Menbers and guests are asked to refrain
from starting their laptops, turn off all cell phones and
pagers and rise for the invocation and the Pledge of
Al | egi ance. W wll be led in prayer today by Lee
Crawford, the Assistant Pastor of the Victory Tenple Church
in Springfield.”

Past or Crawf ord: “Let wus pray. Most gracious God of mght,
w sdom God of justice, it is to whom all of our bl essings

flow. We pray, Father, that You would assist us with Your

spirit of counsel. We pray for Your guidance upon this
Body. | pray Your grace. | pray Your nercy. | pray that
You will bestow Your honor upon them that You wll |ead

them through the problens that they eve... are even
confronting now. | pray, Father, that You would keep
m ndful of Your greatness and mndful of Your ability to
sustain us, to strengthen us, to guide us. Now, we ask
that You would vouchsafe unto them w sdom and protection
t hroughout this day and forever nore. This we pray in Your
Son’s nanme. Anen.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And we’ll be led in the pledge today by
Representative Froehlich.”

Froehlich — et al: “l pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of Anerica and to the republic for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and

justice for all.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. Pl ease let the record show that

Representatives Collins, Feigenholtz, Hanps, Mlaro and
Scul ly are excused today.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Bost.”

Bost: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Pl ease let the record reflect
that Representative Lindner, Schnmitz, Rose, Sacia, Krause
and Mat hi as are excused today.”

Speaker Hannig: “M. Clerk, take the record. On this question
there are 104 Menbers answering the Roll Call, a quorumis
present. M. Cderk, read the Governor’s Proclamation.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Proclamati on 2004-214.

WHEREAS, the Illinois Constitution requires the GCenera
Assenbly to meke appropriations for the expenditure of
public funds for the fiscal year for state departnents,
authorities, and public agencies; and

WHEREAS, the General Assenbly has not made appropriations for
fiscal year 2005 for the expenditure of public funds for
the Abstinence Education Program within the Departnment of
Human Servi ces; and

VWHEREAS, abstinence is a proven safe nethod of famly planning
and to avoid transm ssion of sexually transmtted disease;

and
VWHEREAS, the Abstinence Education Program infornms citizens
t hroughout the State of Illinois of the health and safety

benefits of abstinence;
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THEREFORE, pursuant to Article 1V, Section 5 (b) of the
I[I'linois Constitution of 1970, | hereby call and convene
the 93rd General Assenbly in a Special Session to comence
on July 20, 2004, at 11:00 a.m, to consider any
| egislation (new or pending), which will address directly
the budget of the Departnent of Human Services for the
Abstinence Education Program for the fiscal year 2005.
Si gned by Rod R Bl agoj evich, Governor.”

Speaker Hannig: “M. Cerk, introduction of Resolutions.”

Cl erk Mahoney: *“Seventeenth Special Session House Resol ution #1
and Seventeenth Special Session House Resolution #2 are
i ntroduced.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Chair recognizes the Mjority Leader,
Representative Currie.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. | npbve that the House suspend the
rules so that we m ght i medi ately consider and adopt House
Resolutions 1 and 2 of the Seventeenth Special Session of
this CGeneral Assenbly.”

Speaker Hannig: “You ve heard the Lady’'s Mdtion. Al in favor
say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And the
Motion is adopted. The Chair recognizes the Mjority

Leader, Representative Currie.”
Currie: *“Thank you, Speaker. Could the Cerk please read House
Resol utions 1 and 2?”
Cl erk Mahoney: “Seventeenth Special Session House Resolution
#1.
RESCLVED, that the Rules of the House of Representatives of
the Ninety-Third General Assenbly be adopted as the Rules
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of this Seventeenth Special Session, so far as the sane may
be applicable, and that the Commttees of the House of
Representatives of the N nety-Third General Assenbly,
including the House Journal Review Committee and their
menbership, shall constitute the Conmttees of the House
during this Seventeenth Special Session. Sevent eent h
Speci al Session House Resolution #1 (sic-Seventeenth
Speci al Session House Resol ution #2).

RESOLVED, that the Clerk informthe Senate that a majority of

t he House of Representatives has assenbl ed, pursuant to the
procl amation of the Governor, convening a Seventeenth
Speci al Session of the Ceneral Assenbly, and are now ready
for the transaction of business.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And Representative Currie now noves for the

Curri

adoption of the Seventeenth Special Session Resolutions 1

‘ ) )

and 2. Al in favor say ‘aye’; oppo ‘nay’. The ‘aye’ ...
opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And the Resol utions
are adopted. The WMjority Leader, the Lady from Cook,
Representative Currie, for what reason do you rise?”

e: “Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. I now
move that the Seventeenth Special Session of this CGeneral
Assenbly stand adjourned to the perfunctory schedul e that
is sitting upon your desks. And | nake that WMdtion, the
Motion |I’ve made with respect to other Special Sessions,
for several reasons. First, | want the Menbers to know
that according to research from our research unit, this
wi || have been the |ongest overtine of any General Assenbly

since they began keeping records in 1951. The prior high
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was 1991 when we stayed over wuntil July 19. Today, |
believe, is July 20. So, we have a record. W, several
days ago, exceeded the record for the nunber of Special
Sessions per Ceneral Assenbly, | believe the earlier record
was 11. W are now up to 17. I nmake the Mdtion to
adj ourn, because there is no legislative business that we
can conduct during this Special Session. There is no
| egi sl ati on before us. I think it would behoove us to
adjourn this Special Session, wait upon the Governor for
i nformati on about further Special Sessions. | would note
that the cost of the Special Sessions has now exceeded the
$300 thousand mark, nonies that could be spent, perhaps,
otherwise to help us close the budget gap. Again, | know
the Menbers are working hard by fax, phone and e-nmail.
They are in touch with their constituents. And we are all
participating in discussions about how we can settle the
budget, take a vote and end these extra overtinme Sessions.
But | would continue urging that it is not particularly
hel pful for us to have to neet wth our constituents
W thout the opportunity for face-to-face encounters. I
think we would be better served as an institution, the
t axpayers would be better served were the Special Sessions
to cease and get on with the business of conming to a final
budget resolution. So, Speaker and Menbers of the House, |
renew ny Motion to adjourn.”

Speaker Hannig: “And on that question, the Gentleman from Cook,
Representati ve Parke.”
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Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenen of the
House. This record being a...I had a shirt on fromthe ‘85
Speci al Session, saying that | survived the Special Session
of ‘85. This is nothing to be proud about. I think it’'s
a...it’s a shane that we continue to cone here day after day
with nothing to do. As far as |I’m concerned this is a
record that will live in infamy. And we should be ashaned

that we’'re in here day after day achieving nothing only
because the exec...the executive of the State of Illinois
can call us in to spend per diens to not get anything done.
Now, | know that this is an econom c devel opnent plan by
the Governor for the City of Springfield. And that, |
guess, 1is one positive thing. But there are lots of
econom ¢ devel opnent plans throughout the State of Illinois
that need attention that would be better if we were back in
our districts working wwth the people that are affected by
t hese econom c devel opnent plans rather than sitting down
here. | have a question for the Body. | have a nunber of
gquestions. And the questions are, is today do we have any
revenues Bills to vote on?”
Menbers: “No.”

Parke: “Do we have any spending Bills to vote on?”

Menbers: “No.”

Par ke: “Do we have any Bills in this Special Session to vote
on?”

Menbers: “No.”

Par ke: “Then what the hell are we doing here? | don’'t know.
You know what, Ladies and Gentlenen, |I’m gonna say that we
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ought to sit down and start tal king about what we can do,
because quite frankly, talking to ny coll eagues and nyself,
we're mad as hell and | don’t think we should take it
anynor e. And we should figure out what we ought to do,
whet her we should stay here or just |eave. And just |eave
on our own volition and decide whether or not that’'s the
best action plan that we can cone up wth. O herw se, we
continue to waste 17 days spending... getting per diens
because we have to have expenses to l|live down here. [’'m
tired of it. You' re tired of it. The people that are
related to this process are tired of it. It’s time for us
to wap this up. It’s tinme for us to go hone and go back
to our famlies and to our legislative districts. M.
Speaker, | wll just urge the Leaders and the Governor to
get this done and let’s nove forward with the business of
this state.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Monique
Davi s.”

Davis, M: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I'd like to ask two
guesti ons. First of all, we understand from reading the

newspaper that the issue of education is just about sol ved.
| s that correct?”

Currie: “I think that the...the fair response is to say that
there seens to be a general agreenent on education
spending, but | do believe that that agreement w Il happen
finally only in the context d a total budget resolution
My understanding is that that resolution has not vyet
gelled.”
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Davis, M: “Representative, do you think or do you know if it
is the collateral issues that are holding up or delaying
this Session?”

Currie: “There certainly are ancillary issues beyond the
budget, that sone of the Leaders have expressed interest in
resol ving before this overtinme Session ends. But | believe
with respect to the budget itself there still is not a
final agreenent.”

Davis, M: “Wll, thank you..

Currie: “The two issues that still are unresolved, collat...
collateral ancillary issues, second, when it cones to the
budget that, too, is still not quite done.”

Davis, M: “Thank vyou. Ladies and Gentlenmen of the Body, |
truly believe that the budget should be the only issue on
the table. | believe that the collateral issues deserve an
opportunity to be heard by those who are interested in
what ever topics they may be and have an opportunity to cone
to coomittee and speak pro or con on those issues that are
collateral. | believe that if the collateral issues remain
on the table, we truly may be here until Novenber. | nean
| just think that we are here for a purpose and that’s to
get a budget designed, drafted and passed. And if people
continue to put collateral issues on the table, |I feel that
it will continue to delay our Session here. Educati on was
one of the <chief, chief, ya know, issues they were
negoti ati ng on. And if they can finally cone to resolve
with that, | would hope, Madam Chairman, that they would

push the collateral issues aside until the Novenber Veto
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Session when we can deal with them fairly and on a tinely
basis. Thank you very nuch.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Before we vote on the Lady’s Mtion to

adjourn, the Chair recognizes Representative Brady for an

announcenent . ”
Br ady: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Depending on tonorrow s
schedul e, the House Republicans will caucus one hour before

Session. \Wenever that Special Session nmay or nmay not be

cal | ed. We wi |l caucus one hour before if it is called.
Thank you.”
Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Menard, Representative

Brauer, for what reason do you rise?”

Brauer: “I rise for an announcenent.”
Speaker Hannig: “Yes, state your point.”
Brauer: “Assuming we're gonna be in Session tonmorrow, | set up

a tour of the Lincoln Museum a hard hat tour. W’re gonna
do that at 3:30. W' re gonna neet at the Union Station
there just west of the new nmuseum and we’ll neet there at
3: 30. And we’'ll take the first 20 people that cone to ne
and get signed up, 3:30 tonorrow.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Currie.”

Curri e: “Thank you, Speaker. | rise to renew ny Mbdtion, but
al so to make this announcenent and suggestion. The Leaders
and the Governor are currently nmeeting. | do not know what
plan there mght be for another call for an additional
Special Session and | don’t know whether the decision is
going to be nade in ten mnutes tinme or two hours tine.

So, | would advise people to stay close. | don’t know
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whether there wll be a Special Session tonorrow or
Thursday or Friday. But you mght want to stay close and
wait for an announcenent even though that announcenent
m ght not be immediately forcom..forthcom ng. Having said
that again, Speaker, | renew ny Mtion to adjourn the
Sevent eent h Speci al Session.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And the Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
Cook, Representative Parke.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield or the
M nor...or Majority Leader, please?”

Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she'll yield.”

Par ke: “Thank you. Representative Currie, who can call a
Speci al Sessi on?”

Currie: “The Governor may call a Special Session under the 1970
Constitution, so my the President of the Senate and

Speaker of the House, acting concurrently.”

Parke: “Spec...or for a Special Session?”

Currie: “Yes.”

Parke: “Ckay. Ladies and Gentlenen, | just rise as a Menber of
this Body and say again, | believe that the Governor’s

Ofice again shows a contenpt that he holds this chanber
in. He is aware of what his schedule is and what has gone
on. \Wether they neet or not, he still knows when to call
a Special Session. This is ridiculous that he holds us out
everyday not lettin’ us go. He ought to know that it’'s
time to call a Special Session. W all know we’re gonna be
in tonorrow. For them to say just han...|leave us hangi ng

out here is ridicul ous. I"msick of it. Now, if he wants
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to call a Special Session that’s his prerogative, but it’s
time for himto start show ng sonme respect for this Body.
He could’ ve told us that we were gonna be in tonorrow. And
now, we’'re gonna have to wait around again for sonme word or
snoke to cone formthe chimey. [I'msick of it. It’s tine
for him to show that we’'re equal partners and show sone
respect for this Body.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from Vermlion, Representative
Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. Actually, 1 feel
pretty good. | apologize. The beard usually worked to get
us out of here. But a young lady that | |ove very nuch
when | got off the airplane | ast week at her house in North
Carolina, would not give ne a hug and so |I shaved it off.
And after | shaved it off ny three-year-old granddaughter
decided that | could have a hug, so it was worth shaving.
M. Speaker, and in all due respect to the Majority Leader
35 years ago this country acting on a call from then
Presi dent John F. Kennedy in about eight and a half years

time put people on the noon. And that happened 35 years
ago today. I can renenber and | think nost of you can,
exactly where | was. It was about 9:30 at night when we

saw the Eagle land on the nobon. And that rem nds ne that
it took thousands of people working together to acconplish
that Hercul ean task. Not five people, but thousands of
people had to work together to acconplish that. Ya know,
we're here, we're ready to go to work. | don’t know what

the five Leaders...ya know, one day | got a call everyday
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last week while | was on vacation. One day we were a

hundred mllion apart, the next day 20, the next day 40,

the next day, ya know, it sounded |like sone shill gane at
Las Vegas. | would suggest and 1’1l certainly support the
Majority Leader’s Mdtion to adjourn, but | would suggest

that if in fact the five Leaders who negotiate behind
cl osed doors are within 20, 30, 40, $50 mllion in a $53
billion budget. Wiy not bring the docunents to the floor?
We have excellent appropriations chairs. We have Menbers
who have served on Appropriations Committees and have
i nvested hundreds of hours in this process. And they now
have been cut out of the process. Wiy not bring the
docunents to the floor? W' re here. In 14 hours we
coul d’ ve...we could finish House action on 85 percent of the
budget. You're gonna need our votes anyway. Wy not just
bring us the docunents, |let us see what you’ ve acconpli shed
behind these closed doors, |lo these many days and |et us
vote on ‘en? W could clear the Cal endar of 85 percent of
the budget issues by a reasonable tine this evening. But ,
| again, as | said before | left, if you throw an 8 hundred
pound gorilla on ny desk tonorrow, the day after or
whenever and expect ne to vote on the budget in one hour,
you can take a hike, I’mnot gonna do it. And | would urge
my colleagues to say to their Leaders the sane thing.
Until the Menbers of this chanber decide that their vote is
nmore inportant than the negotiators behind closed doors,
there’s no reason for us to be here. Just turn it over to

the five...the four Leaders and the Governor and the Ofice
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of Managenent and Budget. Wiy are we even here? W can
vote on our |aptops. W can fax in our vote from hone.

Wiy not for once tell the Menber...tell the Leadership of
this Body, either involve us or send us all hone and
elimnate our positions. Wiy not? So, the only way...the
only way we’'re ever gonna be able to regain sone neasure of
control is for a mgjority of us to say, no involvenent, no
vote on a budget, not now, not tonmorrow, not during the
Denocrat National Convention, not Labor Day. Bring us the
docunents. Let us see what you ve been doing. Tell us to
vot e. Tell us to vote. W can handle it. Wiy do you
think.. why do you keep us in the dark? We're not
mushrooms. | join ny colleague from Cook, this is not the
way to treat duly elected Menbers of the CGeneral Assenbly.

You've had a nonth to do it. You haven’'t been able to do
it. Well, let the appropriations chairs conduct a neeting
of the whole. Let us vote on parts of the budget. I

guarantee ya, we could be out of here by Friday with a
reasonabl e budget and all of wus participating as equal
part ners. I, for one, will not vote on a budget put on ny
desk and | am told |ike sonme kindergarten student, here
you' ve got an hour, we’'ve done it, we know what you're
doi ng, you don’t know, you can’'t be trusted, you ve got an
hour to vote on it. No. No nore. No mms.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Milligan.”

Mul I'i gan: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Wth all due respect to the
Leaders that are negotiating, | do have sonme great concern

over what’'s going to end up in the budget. Because as we
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cut and add large sunms, the details of the budget wll
becone less clear. It’s ny understanding from having seen
some of it and having worked wth the Human Service
Appropriation Committee | ast week. Some  of us,
Representati ve Feigenholtz, nyself and sone of the Menbers
met on two separate days for three hours each to go over
details in several of the Human Service budgets. My
understanding is the Bureau of the Budget is...is already
working on a budget and | think that Menbers ought to be
very careful to exam ne that budget as we nove forward

Because what happens when we | ook at these b g issues and

the collateral issues the ‘devils and the details’ of that

budget . And I would agree  sonewhat with what
Representati ve Bl ack said. But | think that Menbers ought
to have enough tinme to |ook at the budget. And quite
frankly, | think if nore of us would demand to work on that

and to look at it, we'd close this out pretty quickly.
Because the nore you start fooling around with it the

longer it’s gonna take. And I think at some point you have

to cone to a conclusion. No, | don’t think nmany of us want
to nove forward on another one-nonth budget. W all had
letters, if you worked in areas, about what were the

problens in that budget, particularly agencies that receive
federal funding that was not rolled over. And | think that
if you..we all would take a little nore time to go back and
start paying attention, particularly to the Appropriations
Conmittees, that we would find that there are things in

that budget that you're not gonna like and that you're
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gonna be very unhappy about it. So, | think it’s tinme the
rank and file Menbers if you' re gonna be here and you' re on
an Appropriations Conmittee |I'd start demanding to take a
| ook at what...what is being put together and start taking a
hard look if that’'s what we intended to do when we held
hearings earlier in the year, if those are the anpunts that
we wanted allocated in the budget and if that’'s what’'s
actual | y happeni ng. I think it’s very inportant that just
because we’ve been here a long tinme not to suddenly decide
| wanna go hone at all costs. We better make sure that
that budget that comes out now is what we think it is and
what we want it to be. So, | would suggest that you start
asking for a |ook-see now, ‘cause ny understanding is sone
it’s being put together by the Bureau of the Budget and we
can access that if you go back and ask your Leaders.”
Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any further discussion? Then the
Majority Leader, Representative Currie, noves that the
record setting Seventeenth Special Session of the House of
Representatives adjourn to the regular Perfunctory Session
schedul e that has been distributed to the Menmbers. Al in

favor say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The *ayes’ have it. And

t he House stands adjourned.”
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