STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
FI FTEENTH SPECI AL SESSI ON
1st Legi sl ative Day 7/ 16/ 2004

Speaker Hannig: “The hour of 2:00 having arrived, the Fifteenth

Special Session of the Illinois House of Representatives
will be in order. WIl the Menbers please be in their
seats. Menbers and guests are asked to refrain from the

starting their |aptops, turn off all cell phones and pagers
and rise for the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.
W' Il be led in prayer today by Pastor Peter Wllians with
St. Paul’s Mssionary Baptist Church in Freeport, Illinois.
Pastor Wlliams is the guest of Representative Sacia.”
Pastor WIIlians: “Let us pray. Most gracious God and kind
heavenl y Fat her. Lord, we just cone again on today to say
we thank You for just being our God and for being our
Fat her . W thank You on today for another day of life,
anot her chance, Lord, to serve You with our I[ives. Lord,
we just thank You today for traveling grace and nercy here
to Springfield and we thank You for all of these
Representatives on today who so.. work so hard in giving
their service unto the citizens of Illinois. And Lord, |
know they feel like they’'re wasting their tinme on today,
but Lord, You said in Your word, they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength, they shall nount up on
wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint. And so Father, we pray right now
for our Governor and for the Leaders of Illinois, Lord, as
they try to hash out a budget for the citizens of Illinois.
W pray, Lord, that You mght give then w sdom and
know edge and a better understanding, Father, of how to

meet the needs of wus, the citizens of I|llinois. W are
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rem nded today of what happened with Hezekiah, and he
received a letter from Sennacherib, told himthat he was in
the nountains, he was gonna conme down and destroy the
nati on. He didn't know what to do so he took the letter
into the house of God and he prayed, and Lord, You gave him
the answer to a situation. So, Father, | pray for these

Legislators as they, Father, enact laws for the citizens of

I11inois. W pray, Lord, that it can be a wn-wn
si tuation. Not only for them but also, Father, for the
citizens of this great state. Oh Father, we pray today

that You mght be with us and lead ‘em and guide ‘em as
they enact |laws for our nation. Oh Father, we pray today
for our upcom ng Leaders of our Senate. W pray for Barack
(bama today. W pray, Lord, for Jim Sacia. Ch Father, we

just thank You for his invitation on today. Bl ess us and
keep us. It is Jesus’ nane we pray. And everyone says,
Amen.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And we’'ll be led in...in the pledge today by

Representative Sacia.”
Sacia — et al: “l pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica and to the republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with Iiberty and justice

for all.”

Speaker Hannig: “Roll Call for Attendance. And renenber, your
own switch only, please. Representative Currie on excused
absences.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record reflect

that Representatives Bol and, Rich Bradl ey, Br osnahan,
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Bur ke, Collins, Colvin, Dunkin, Feigenholtz, G aham Hanos,
Howar d, Jones, Joe Lyons, McCart hy, Mol ar o, Mor r ow,

Gsterman, Scully, Slone and Turner are excused today.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay. The record will so reflect. And
Representative Bost.”

Bost : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Please let the record reflect
that Representative Myers, Bassi, Coulson, Krause, Dunn,

Bl ack and Mat hias are excused today.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The record will so reflect. Representati ve
Pankau, would you like to be on the Roll Call? M. Cerk,
take the record. On this question, there are 88 Menbers
answering the Roll Call, a quorumis present. M. Cderk
woul d you read the Governor’s Procl amati on?”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Proclamation 2004-212.

WHEREAS, the Illinois Constitution requires the GCenera
Assenbly to make appropriations for the expenditure of
public funds for the fiscal year for state departnents,
authorities, and public agencies; and

WHEREAS, the General Assenbly has not made appropriations for
fiscal year 2005 for the expenditure of public funds for
the New Anericans Initiative within the Departnent of Human
Servi ces; and

WHEREAS, many foreign nationals immgrate to the State of
I[1linois and need assistance integrating into Anmerican
soci ety and the econony; and

WHEREAS, the New Anericans Initiative provides assistance to
immgrants throughout the state in order to facilitate

their integration into Arerican society and the econony;
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THEREFORE, pursuant to Article 1V, Section 5 (b) of the
I[I'linois Constitution of 1970, | hereby call and convene
the 93rd General Assenbly in a Special Session to comence
on July 16, 2004, at 2:00 p.m, to consider any |egislation
(new or pending), which will address directly the budget of

the Departnent of Human Services for the New Anericans

Initiative for fiscal year 2005. Signed by Rod R
Bl agoj evi ch, Governor.”

Speaker Hannig: “M. Cerk, introduction of Resolutions.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Fifteenth Special Session House Resolution #1
and Fifteenth Special Session House Resolution #2 are
i ntroduced.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Currie, for what reason do you
ri se?”

Currie: *“Thank you, Speaker. | nove to suspend the appropriate

rules so that we m ght immedi ately consider and adopt House
Resolutions 1 and 2 of the Fifteenth Special Session of
this CGeneral Assenbly.”

Speaker Hannig: “You ve heard the Lady’'s Mdtion. Al in favor
say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And the
Motion is adopted. The Chair recognizes the Mijority

Leader, Representative Currie.”
Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. Wuld the Cerk please read House
Resolutions 1 and 2 of the Fifteenth Special Session.”
Cl erk Mahoney: “Fifteenth Special Session House Resol ution #1.
RESOLVED, that the Rules of the House of Representatives of
the Ninety-Third General Assenbly be adopted as the Rules

of this Fifteenth Special Session, so far as the sane my
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be applicable, and that the Commttees of the House of
Representatives of the N nety-Third General Assenbly,
including the House Journal Review Committee and their
menber ship, shall constitute the Committees of the House
during this Fifteenth Special Session. Fifteenth Speci al
Sessi on House Resol ution #2.

RESCLVED, that the Cerk informthe Senate that a majority of
t he House of Representatives has assenbl ed, pursuant to the
procl amati on of the Governor, convening a Fifteenth Speci al
Session of the General Assenbly, and are now ready for the
transaction of business.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Currie now noves for the
adoption of the Fifteenth Special Session Resolutions 1 and
2. Al those in favor say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The
‘ayes’ have it. And the Resolutions are adopted.
Representati ve Hol brook, the Gentleman from St. dair, for

what reason do you rise?”

Hol br ook: “For the purpose of an announcenent, Speaker. e
are...1’d like to have a nice General Assenbly welcone for
the AARP of St. Clair County sitting in the gallery right
behind ne.”

Speaker Hannig: “Welcone to Springfield.”
Hol brook: “Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And Representative Currie, do you have a
Mot i on?”
Currie: “l certainly do, Speaker. | nove that we adjourn the

Fifteenth Speci al Session to the sane schedule of

Perfunctory Sessions that you all have on your desks and
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that carries on the procedures we’ ve established ever since
the First Special Session began. As usual, we have no
| egislation before us today so that we cannot do any work
in this Special Session. | know all of us are busy in
Springfield, it’s not as if we were tw ddling our thunbs.

We are tal king about budget issues with our caucus | eaders,
with the Governor’'s Ofice, with one another. And | know
many of us have figured out ways to serve our constituents,
even if some several hundred mles away from our actual
districts. But in ternms of the call for this Special
Session, there is nothing before us upon which we can take
action. The cost of the Special Sessions continues to
rise, now alnost $270 thousand and grow ng. So, | would
just renew ny Mdtion that we adjourn this Special Session
to the perfunctory schedule that is before you.”

Speaker Hannig: “The...and on that question, the Gentleman from
Cook, Representative Parke.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she'll yield.”

Par ke: “Good afternoon, Representative Currie. Here we are
again. This is the 16th of July and...do you have any ki nd
of an idea of where we’'re going for the weekend? Are we
gonna be here for the weekend as far as you know?”

Currie: “My understanding is that the Governor wll call us
into Special Session on Mnday at 4 p.m | believe that
means that we do not anticipate a Special Session either

Sat urday or Sunday.”
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Par ke: “So... but you don’'t know... know that but that’'s what
you’' ve been led to believe?”

Curri e: “My... ny understanding is that the Governor has
announced that he wll call a Special Session for 4:00
Monday. ”

Parke: “You said that you have heard the Governor will call us

in on Mnday at 4:00. W will adjourn shortly and return
Monday at 47?”

Currie: “Yes, we will...we will spend a few mnutes in regular
Session today after we... after you adopt ny Mdtion to
adj ourn this Special Session.”

Par ke: “Now, earlier you said that we have no |egislation of
which to take any action. |Is that correct?”

Currie: “In this Special Session, that is accurate.”

Par ke: “Ckay. But in the nmeantine though, 1’ve been inforned

by ny colleagues that any nunber of our hardworking

associ ates have been working day in and day out, 24 hours

on day, | nmean, 24 hours a day to make sure that we have
quality legislation at which we wll have an ability to
vote on. So, | think that’s great that they re working
that hard. And... and others of us are just sort of

observing the process and hoping that that hard work pays
off and sonme quality legislation that we can vote on, on
Monday and Tuesday. Representative Currie, do you see that
perhaps there mght be a light at the end of tunnel? Have
you heard whether or not there is sone novenent that m ght
bring some conclusion to this marathon? And if we are in

Tuesday, we’'ll break the known record of nodern Legislature
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being in on the 20th of July? Any kind of feedback that
t he Body m ght get from your w sdon®?”

Currie: “1 think there is a reason for a nodicum of optimsm
but | do not believe that there is a final agreenment on al
of the outstanding issues with respect to the budget and
other itens.”

Par ke: “Ckay. Well, Representative, | thank you for the
feedback and I'’m pleased to hear that the Governor in his
infinite wisdomthinks that we can work on a sol ution over...
excuse ne, over the weekend and cone back at 4:00. That’s...
that’'s refreshing and | think it’s in the right direction

Thank you, M. Speaker. ”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from W nnebago, Representative
Wnters.”

W nt ers: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | actually have a point of
i nformati on today. |’ve been trying to offer sone tools

the last couple of days to find our way out of this budget
i npasse. And | asked Secretary of State Wiite if he could
give ne a state map. | got the large print edition so us
Legislators would be able to read it. And | started to put
‘em t oget her. | think we have a new survey of the state,
because when you hold up this thing they nust have surveyed
from the four parts and there seens to be sonething mssing
in the mddle of the state. | think this is right where
Springfield supposed to be. We'll get it right. Ri ght
west of Decatur there’s a large hole in the map and that |
think is our problem W are in this lost kingdom of
Shangri -La. W can’t find the roads in or out. And what
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l’m worried is this my in fact be a nodern version of
Bri gadoon, where we’'re here for one day every century and
it just repeats itself, we can never get out of here. So,
Madam.. Madam Majority Leader, if you would take this road
map and try to find a map or a road to that budget, that
we'd like to get out of town. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any further discussion? Then the
Lady from Cook, Majority Leader Currie, noves that the
Fifteenth Special Session stand adjourned to the regular
Perfunctory Session schedule that has already Dbeen

distributed to the Menbers. All in favor say °‘aye';

opposed nay’ . The ‘ayes’ have it. And the House

Fifteenth Special Session stands adjourned.”
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