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Cl erk Mahoney: “House Perfunctory Session will cone to order

Resolutions referred to the Rules Committee: House Joint
Resolution 95, offered by Representative Stephens. House
Joint Resolution 97, offered by Representative Verschoore.

House Joint Resolution 98, offered by Representative
Munson. And House Joint Resolution 100, offered by
Representative Lyons.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “House Perfunctory Session will come to order

House Resolution 1251 is referred to the House Committee on

Rul es.”

Speaker Madi gan: “The House shall conme to order. The Menbers

Rabbi

shall be in their chairs. W ask the Menbers and our
guests in the gallery to turn off |aptop conputers, cell
phones and pagers. And we ask our guests in the gallery to
rise and join us for the invocation and the Pledge of
Al l egiance. W shall be led in prayer today by Rabbi Carl
Wl kin of the Congregation Beth Shalom in Northbrook,

[11inois. Rabbi Wl kin is the guest of Representative
Nekritz.”

Wl kin:  “You, Oh God, who are the breath of life, who did
create all humanity alike in dignity. Your power is

mani fest in the destiny of nations. You give freedom even
unto the beasts and winged fow. Your will it is that al

humanity be free. W who know the sweet delights of
liberty nust feel the bitterness of those oppressed. Qurs
then the task to loose all fetters, break all bonds and
bring all people out of slavery. Wuld we bear the torch

of freedonmis light into a world where people are still in
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servitude? Then from our shackles we nust first emancipate
ourselves fromfear, from self-contenpt, fromignorance and
blinding hate and set our own souls free. Al who suffer
want, inperiled in their quest of daily bread, who slave
from break of day and dread tonbrrow s grim uncertainty.
All those who toil before they pass from chil dhood’ s years,
who live in squalor, pale and gaunt, to every evil of prey,
to human greed these are all slaves and we nust set them
free. May the day soon dawn, we pray, that they have
liberty when every shackle forged by people is |oosed to
set all free, when serfdonis yoke is broken, every fera
hunbl ed | ow, when each shall take another’s hand and | oving
ki ndness show, when all are free from poverty and all are
free fromfear and all are free to worship You and to Your
| aw adhere. Then nevernore the wanderer’s staff and
nevernore the sword, for all Your children everywhere shal
live in true accord. O we... may we never weary grow and
may we never cease to work for such a world of freedom
where all shall be at peace. Anen.”

Speaker Madi gan: “We shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance
by Representative Eileen Lyons.”

Lyons, E. - et al: “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of Anmerica and to the republic for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Currie.”
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Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. Pl ease let the record show that
there are no excused absences today anong House Denocrats.”

Speaker Madigan: “M. Bost.”

Bost : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Let the record reflect that
Represent ati ves Parke and Hassert are excused today.”

Speaker Madigan: “The Clerk shall take the record. There being
116 Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there
is a quorumpresent. M. Cerk.”

Clerk Mahoney: “Representative Bar bar a Fl ynn Currie,
Chai rperson from the Conmittee on Rules, to which the
follow ng legislative neasure/s and/or joint action Mtions
was/were referred, and action taken on Novenber 16, 2004,
reported the sane back with the foll owi ng recommendation/s:
"approved for floor consideration' is a Mtion to Concur
with Senate Anendnent #1 to House Joint Resolution 64;
"recommends be adopted” and referred to the Oder of
Resol utions is House Resolution 1251; a Mtion to accept...
‘reconmends be adopted’ a Mdtion to accept the Governor's
Amendatory Veto of Senate Bill 2395; 'recommends Dbe
adopted’ a Mdtion to accept the Governor's Anendatory Veto
to Senate Bill 2690; 'reconmends be adopted’ a Mdtion to
accept the Governor's Amendatory Veto to Senate Bill 2900.”

Speaker Madigan: “M. Bill Mtchell.”

Mtchell, B.: “Thank... thank you, M. Speaker. | rise on a
poi nt of personal privilege.”

Speaker Madigan: “State your point.”

Mtchell, B.: “Ladies and Centlenen of the House, 1'd like to
introduce Julie Solliday who's sitting up right behind ne
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in the bal cony. Julie, stand up. Julie... she’s not
standi ng up. Stand up, Julie. She’s a very bright girl
from MIlikin University in Decatur, Illinois. .Vl cone

Julie.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Ladies and Gentlenen, if the Menbers could be

Bassi :

in their chairs. Ladies and GCentlenen, if the Menbers
could be in their chairs. And... pl ease. Representative
Bassi .”

“Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House, | would ask for your attention for a nonent. Last
week was not a good week for the State of Illinois in Iraq

and one of ny nenbers...one of ny constituents was killed
over there. This was a 22-year-old Inverness Marine. He
had... Corporal Peter G annopoul os. He had graduated from
Fremd Hi gh School and joined the Marine Reserves right
after that and then his unit was activated to Iraq. When
he spoke about wanting to join the Marines, he tal ked about
honor, courage, commtnent, valor and canaraderie. He has
been a tribute to his nation and to his country and to his
people at honme. And | would ask for a nonent of silence.

Thank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Madigan: “Thank you, Representative. M. Mrrow. M.

Morr ow. ”
Morrow. “Yes. Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of
t he House. | rise on a point of personal privilege.

Unfortunately, since the beginning of the Iraqi War, we’'ve
had nmoments of silence for a lot of fallen soldiers from
this state. But | would ask of this Body, there have been
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a lot of soldiers who we have not heard about or known

about from this state and we have not had a nonment of

silence for them and | would hope... M. Speaker, | would
hope that we’'d get in touch with the Illinois Departnent of
Mlitary Affairs and get all the nanes of our fallen
soldiers from Illinois and we do a Resolution in their

menory. That...that was one of ny final requests. Everyone
knows |’ m not here too much longer, but | think it would be
appropriate that we introduce Resolutions for...individua
Resolutions for all the fallen soldiers from this state.
Thank you.”

Speaker Madi gan: “On page 2 of the Calendar, on the Oder of
Senate Bills-Third Reading, there appears Senate Bill 2234.
M. Cerk, has the Bill been read a third time?”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 2234, a Bill for an Act in relation
to the Legislature. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Madigan: “M. Leitch. M. Leitch.”

Leitch: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I’d like to ask the Body to
approve this Bill. It cleaned up sone |anguage in the
other JCAR Bill that we passed. There was |anguage in the

previous Bill that could have inplied that JCAR coul d have
retroactively challenged rules and that is not the case

So, | would sinply recommend approval of this neasure.
Thank you.”

Speaker Madi gan: “The GCentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. The Chair recognizes M. Mller.”

Mller: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill. | would ask al

Menbers of the Body to approve this. This does not have an
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effect on energency |anguage before. It’s sinply clean up
| anguage on an issue that we dealt wth earlier this year.
So, I1'd ask for the Body to approve it. Thank you.”

Speaker Madi gan: “M . Hol brook.”

Hol br ook: “Thank you, Speaker. I, too, urge an ‘aye’ vote on
this Bill. This is sinply the intent we passed to start
Wi th. It’s a good Bill. It’s good for the Legislature.
It’s good for the State of Illinois.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Those in favor of the passage of the Bill
vote ‘yes’; those opposed vote ‘no’. The Cderk shall take
the record. There being 116 Menbers voting ‘yes’, 0 voting
‘no’ . This Bill, having received a Supermgjority
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On the
Order of Senate Bills-Second Reading there appears Senate
Bill 958. M. Cerk, what is the status of the Bill?”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 958 has been read a second tine,
previously. No Conmittee Anmendnents. Fl oor Anmendnent #1,
offered by Representative Reitz, has been approved for
consi deration.”

Speaker Madigan: “M. Reitz on the Amendnent.”

Reit z: “Thank you, M. Speaker. The... This Anendnent is just
clean up |anguage for the firefighter pension Bill that we
ran last year. And |’'d appreciate the passage of this...of

this Amendnent.”
Speaker Madi gan: “The Gentleman noves for the adoption of the
Amendnent . M. Reitz has noved for the adoption of

Amrendnent #1. Those in favor say ‘aye’ ; those opposed say
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no’. The ‘ayes’ have it. The Anendnent is adopted. Are
there any further Amendnents?”

Cl erk Mahoney: “No further Amendnents. No Modtions filed.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Put the Bill on the Order of Third Reading
and then take the Bill out of the record. On the Oder of
Senate Bills-Third Reading there appears Senate Bill 3090.
M. Savi ano. M. Saviano, 3090. M. Cderk, read the
Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 3090, a Bill for an Act concerning
schools. Second Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker WMadi gan: “M. Savi..

Cl erk Mahoney: “Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Madigan: “M. Saviano.”

Savi ano: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. Senate
Bill 3090 is a corrective neasure which passed out of the
Senate just about wunaninously. In a...our... One of our
school districts in Leighton Township |ast year passed a
tax referendum with a huge majority. Unfortunately, the
referendum itself was worded incorrectly and as a result,
the school district was not able to access the noney. A
| awsuit, subsequently, was filed against the |law firm who
represented the school district which drafted the |anguage
for the referendum As of last Monday, that |awsuit was
settled. This will address future contributions or revenue
streans that were authorized under the referendum and it

woul d correct t he ol d situation. Thi s IS not
unprecedented. It’'s happened at least 15 tinmes in the past
that 1 know of. I comend the Chair in allowing the
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|lawers to settle the case so we didn't intervene
prematurely. And | would ask for an ‘aye vote. Thank
you.”

Speaker Madigan: “M. Hannig in the Chair.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentlenman has noved for passage of Senate
Bill 3090. And on that question, is there any discussion?

Then the question is, ‘Shall Senate Bill 3090 pass? Al

in favor vote ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wish? M. Clerk, take the record. On this
question, there 72 voting ‘yes’ and 43 voting ‘no’ . And
this Bill, having received a Three-fifths Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On the...page 2 of the
Cal endar, on the Oder of Senate Bills-Second Reading, is
Senate Bill 2133. M. derk, would you read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 2133 has been read a second tine,
previously. Amendnent #1 was approved in commttee. No
FIl oor Anendnents. No Motions filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Readi ng. M. Cerk, would you read the
Bill on Third Reading.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 2133, a Bill for an Act concerning
el ections. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Kelly.”

Kelly: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Senate Bill 2133 seeks to increase the anmount of
time from 28 days to 14 days that persons have the right to
register to vote. That 28- to 14-day period is considered

a grace period and when a person cones in to register, they
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woul d have to vote right then and there, if they choose to
participate in that election. They will also have the
ability to nmke any necessary address changes. | can
answer any questions.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Lady noves for passage of Senate Bill
2133. And on that question, the Gentleman from Verm|lion
Representative Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she’ll yield.”

Bl ack: “Representative, when we used the term nology ’14 days
before the election’, you take out the two weekends, we're
tal ki ng about 10 days before a person registers and can go
to the precinct or the ward and vote. Now, | know that the
county clerk in Cook is very nmuch in favor of this, but |
have heard...l have heard a great deal of concern expressed
by county clerks, both Republican and Denocrat, and the
el ection conmi ssions that.. that exist in sone downstate
counties saying.. they’'re telling nme that we cannot
physi cally process t hat appl i cati on, verify t hat
application, get it in the proper precinct book and deliver
it to the precinct or ward on election day when you aren’t
giving us 10 days.”

Kelly: “Representative Black, they don’'t have to do that. The
person would vote right then and there and they would keep
the count with them They don’t have to get it to the
polls. This was a concession nmade when | nmet wth all of
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their representatives from the city, Cook County and the
clerk elect..statew de.”

Black: “All right. But..but if..if I go to vote in ny precinct
and | sign nmy nane and they verify ny registration in their
master book, are you telling nme that if sonebody registers
10 days before the election, 10 working days before the

el ection, and their nanme does not appear in the ward or

preci nct book, that they' Il be allowed to vote anyway?”

Kel |'y: “No. Wen they register to vote at the designated
pl ace, they will vote right then. They don’t...they wl|
not vote on election day. They wll vote when they
regi ster..

Bl ack: “How do they do that? They woul d have.."

Kelly: “.and that was a concessi on nade..”

Bl ack: “.they would have to apply for an absentee ballot.”

Kel ly: “They would be voting absentee, but it’s not called

absentee, it's simlar.

Bl ack: “They come in and register and vote absentee all in one
monment ?”
Kelly: *“Yes. They would be able to vote right then and there.

There are six states that have sane-day voting on... same- day
registering on the day you vote.”

Bl ack: “What ... what procedures would be in place to nmake sure
this person voting or registering 10 days before the
el ection and then casting an absentee ballot at the exact
sane nonent that they becane a registered voter is not also
a registered voter elsewhere in the state and has cast an

absentee ballot in their home precinct?”
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Kel |l y: “They would follow the sane procedures that are in now
and it’s 14 days before election.”

Bl ack: “Well, yeah, but let’'s keep in mnd there are two
weekends in there. And if...if your..if your clerk’s office
is open Saturday and Sunday, nore power to them but nost
of them are not. So, they have 10 days to process this.
Sonmebody wal ks in 10 days before the election, registers to
vote, is given an absentee ballot and votes. Then what
kind of ballot integrity process exists to make sure they
haven't already voted absentee in their home city or their
home county?”

Kelly: “lIt... They would qualify the same way a person would if
they cane in 28 days before. There’'s no difference. It’s
the sane qualification.”

Bl ack: “Yeah, the difference is 28 days you have tinme to verify
on a database as to whether or not they' re registered in
nore than one jurisdiction.”

Kel ly: “Well, we think they can verify it in 14 with all the
technol ogy and everything we have now. They used to do the
voting by hand; now they have technol ogy. So, | believe

they can do it as they do in 15 other states or 12 other

states.”

Bl ack: “Well, Representative, thank you very nmnuch. I
appreci ate your answers to the question. M. Speaker and
Ladi es and Gentlenen of the House, to the Bill. The nost

inportant thing to nme in the process is ballot integrity.
And | had to tell many of ny constituents in this |ast

election that | didn't know if | could guarantee their
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ballot integrity. Is there anyone in this chanber who
doesn’'t believe that we have senior citizens voting in
Florida, California or Texas, wherever they wnter, and
have also voted by absentee ballot in the State of
IIlinois? W know it goes on. Election authority knows it
goes on. They just don’t know how many thousands of voters
are doing that. Is there anyone who really believes that
t housands of wuniversity students register and cast their
ballot in their university comunity and have also voted
absentee in their home comunity? That is not what the
process was intended to be, but until we conme up with a
better validation process on registration, why should I sit
quietly by and let people vote twice, either...l don't care
whet her it’s by accident or design. That is not the way
this systemis supposed to work. And | know other states
have done it and | ook at those states. They have a half a
mllion provisional ballots that still, in sonme cases,
haven’t been counted. They walk into a precinct. They
say, ‘well, | registered. Well, you're not in the book

Well, | have a right to vote anyway. Ckay. You vote a
provi sional ballot.’ Ya know, |...at sone point, and |’'ve
argued this on many election Bills on the floor, it is a
right to vote and I don’t want to inpede in any way, shape,
or forma person’s right to vote, but at the sane tine, |
want a reasonable system in place that guarantees that we
all have the sane vote. Not a double vote, not a weighted
vote. Ballot integrity is just as inportant to nme as doing

outreach and encouragi ng people to register and we do that

09300215. doc 12



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

215t h Legi sl ati ve Day 11/ 16/ 2004

innmy district. W go to county fairs. W go to the mall.
W go to colleges. W go to high schools. W’'Il|l set up a
booth at any place at any tinme and urge people to register
to vote. This lowering... getting away from the 28-day-
period to a l1l4-day-period is inviting difficulties that we
do not now have the systens to verify and crosscheck. I
don’t think that’s a wse nove and | can assure you... |
apol ogi ze. | can’t give you their nanmes, but | have been
contacted by several election officials in many different
counties throughout the state and | know the election
comm ssioner of the board of election conm ssioners in ny
honmetown say that this is alnost inpossible to do, to deal
with on a fair and equitable basis. The system we have
works, | think, fairly well. And until someone can show
me, unequivocally, that it does not work, that it does
i nhibit people fromvoting, and I...1...1 have never seen any
evidence of that, 1'Il stand on this floor and defend
anyone’s right to register. And they have that right, they
have that responsibility. W do a...a trenendous anount of
outreach in this state to enable people to register to
vot e. Every state office, literally, can register you to
vot e. When you go to get a driver’'s license, the first
thing they’'re gonna ask you is do you want to register to
vot e. This 14-day time period wll create an inpossible
wor kl oad for nost of the election officials in this state
and then allowing them to vote an absentee ballot on the
sane day that they register, that gives them a benefit that

nobody in nmy district has. In all due respect,
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Representative, and you can do your best to try and turn
this in that 1'm trying to...to deny people the right to
vot e. My record s very clear on that. | sleep very
soundly at night. I will defend a person’s right to vote
to my death. Wat | cannot defend is weakening the system
wher e thousands of people are being able to vote twice. It
is going on. It continues to go on. And | think rather
than make it easier to see it go on, we need to make steps...
take steps to make it so that all of wus can |ook our
constituents in the eye and say, ‘I’m doing the best | can
to guarantee the integrity of the voting and ballot

process.’ I cannot in good conscience vote for this Bill.

| urge a ‘no’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Lake, Representative Gsnond.”

Gsnond: “Thank  you, M ... Thank  you, M. Speaker.
Representative, in this particular Bill, in Lake County
there is over 800 ballot styles. If this was to take

effect, we would have a situation where you would have a
new person in a rural area, build a house and nobve into
that area and they could be covered by a fire district in
McHenry County, they could be covered by a school district
over in Spring Gove and they could be covered by a
township of Antioch. That creates a different ballot
styl e. Under this process, there’s no way that the
accurate ballot could be given to sonmeone walking in the
door because they’'d have to create a new ballot style. How
does this...this Bill help that situation in keeping the
integrity of the ballot?”
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Kelly: “This format is not gonna be any different than we’'d use
from abs...regul ar absentee voting that we do. So, whatever
the process is that’'s done for that, that’'s the sane
process that would apply when this voter cones in.”

Gsnmond:  “But when they apply for an absentee ballot and if they
haven’t been on the ro...| nean, they register, that... at
that time the ballot style is created. This would not give
them anple time to create the ballot style that’s...that’s

appropriate for themto be voting on.”

Kelly: “Can you repeat that? |It’s hard to hear in here.”
Gsnond: “I'n this system it says that you can register and be
handed a ball ot. VWhen a person registers in Lake County

and if it’s a new district, a new ballot style m ght have
to be created. This does not give anple tinme to have the
proper ballot handed to them that has a new creation of a
bal l ot style.”

Kelly: “lIt’s the same situation as the absentee ballot. Wen a
person votes absentee and they walk into a designated
pl ace, like where | were people walk in and vote absentee
and they...they’'re not telling them ahead of tinme they're
voting absentee, they just walk in and do it.”

Gsnmond:  “But they would have been registered and they’d have to
fill out a form for an absentee ballot and that would
produce... when they becane registered, that produces the
bal l ot style. This doesn’'t give an opening for that to be
creat ed. It cant... If you register and then you re given
a ballot, but it...it cannot be made in that...in that frane

of tine.”
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Kel | y: “Representative, |... when we negotiated this wth
everyone, the person representing all the clerks was in the
roomw th us and he did not bring this up as an issue.”

Gsnmond: “We believe that Lake County was not represented there
and they have the | argest anmount of ballot types.”

Kel ly: “The person representing Lake County was there. He
represents a hundred and two counties.”

Gsnond: “The Association of Clerks is neutral on this Bill

because they have dissension within their nunbers.”

Kel ly: “And Representative, they are voting at the counter so
the ballots will be ready.”

Gsnmond: “Let me ask you this. Wen... |I'mregistered on G ass
Lake Road in Antioch. I own two different buildings.

Those electric and water bills all conme to ne, in ny nane,
at that address. Wuld that allow ne to conme in under your
procedure, if | brought two of those bills that say JoAnn
Gsnmond and the billing, you know, address. According to
this, that would allow nme to vote at that address...register
to vote at that address.”

Kel ly: “I't’s no different than what we have now. It is not
different. 1It’s the sane procedures.”

Osnond: “The time element is cut in half. I[t’s...it’s not
allowing themto verify it at all. They re gonna be given
a ballot.”

Kel ly: “It’s the sanme verification you would get when you
register to vote like we do now. It is not different.”

Gsnmond:  “Thank you. To the Bill. M. Speaker, this...this Bil

just does not give enough tine. W have worked very, very
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hard in Lake County to bring in the new voting system and
our clerk just says that this is not a positive way to go.

And | would ask for a ‘no’ vote on this Bill. Thank you.”
Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Milligan.”
Mul I'i gan: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”
Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she'll yield.”

Mul I'i gan: “Representative, |I'm curious to know why the
Amendrment renoved the provision that would have had the
State Board of Election adopt rules to assist in
i npl enentation of this grace period? M. Speaker, this
Bill is a Bill that can be wused, | think, as far as
canpaign literature. | would think that the Body should be
qui eter so that the Sponsor can hear in order to answer the
questions.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay. Wuld you give the Ladies your
attention as we debate this election Bill, please?”

Kelly: *“Representative, this Bill was a product of negotiations
with all the entities including the election board.”

Mul | i gan: “So, will every county in the state inplenent their
own rules on how to handle this? |If there are no uniform
rules from the state board, does that |eave it to every
county in the state to inplenent their own rules? Hasn't
anyone asked this ques..

Kel |'y: “It’s... Each election authority shall establish
procedures for the registration of voters and for the
change of address.”

Mul I'i gan: “All right. So, if a college student from Cook
County is attending the University of Illinois in Chanpaign
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County, there wll be two... two separate rules in two
separate counties that they may be eligible to vote in. Is

that not correct?”

Kelly: “You' re saying that people have two...have two choices of
where they can vote?”

Mul I'i gan: “I'f youre a college student, you can either do
absentee from honme or you can walk in and do absentee in
col ...at the college where you live. So, if you are in two
separate counties, your home county and the college county,
you could conceivably be judged on your absentee ball ot
under two separate rules of election |aw.”

Kel l'y: “Representative, as | said before, the procedures are
not different than if you would vote absentee or register
when it was 28, like it is currently.”

Mul l'igan: “All right. That brings up..

Kel ly: “No, you're not. You' re gonna go to either vote
absentee or wherever you are registered at, that’s where
you' re gonna be able to vote.”

Mul ligan: “All right. That brings up the next point. Wen you
take an absentee ballot, you fill out a form that is not
part of the ballot. It’s their application to vote. \Wen
the absentee ballots are delivered on election night or
el ection day to the precinct where you should be voting, at
the end of the day they open up the ballots. The first
thing they take out is the application to vote. They check
it against the binder to see if you're allowed to vote
there. So, say the county has the ability to get the |ist

out there, it doesn’'t mean they have the ability to renove
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them from the second county where they may be voting and
that's before your ballot is thrown into the box. So, that
is separate from your ballot. That’s how they check that
you haven’'t walked in to vote in that precinct and maybe
voted twi ce because that form is what... what the election
judge, when they open the absentee... the packet with the
absentee ballots, decide whether you have the right to be
voting in that election. So, you now have soneone that has
voted 30 days before in Cook County and soneone that’s
voting in Chanpaign County, ya know, half a nonth before
and they could both be on the rolls that when the person...
the judge opens the delivered absentee ballots, |ooks at
the rights...the formthat tells ‘em whether they re allowed
to vote, they could be checked off in tw places and their
ballot be dropped in tw different voting places. How
woul d you avoid this, particularly since you' re not doing

any uniformrul es?”

Kelly: “Again, you re trying to make it that if that procedure
is different than what we have now is going to be
different. It’s not going to be different. [If...if people
cannot ..}

Mul ligan: “You' re right, it’s not different.”

Kel ly: “If peop... But what |I'’m..nmaybe I... It’s hard to hear.
But what I'm trying to say is whatever procedures people
follow now, they' |l have to follow those sanme procedures as

far as, you know, proving who they are and where they vote.
They can't...they won't be able to vote in two different

pl aces. They...any nore than they can do now.”

09300215. doc 19



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

215t h Legi sl ati ve Day 11/ 16/ 2004

wul | i gan: “It’s very hard to renpbve soneone out of a binder
that quick...that close to election. So, when you open the
absentee ballot and you have the form that says, which is

not part of the ballot, they ook themup to see if they're

reg...can vote in that district. Have you ever watched the
process?”

Kelly: “I cannot hear you. |I'msorry.”

Mul | i gan: “What |'m trying to say to you is there is a form

that goes into the absentee ballot..

Kelly: “Ckay.”

Mul I'i gan: “.that they check on the binder before they put the
ballot in the ballot box on election day. So, what says
that how they're gonna renove soneone that has been
regi stered soneplace 30 days before and then registered
sonmepl ace el se within 15 days? And | will tell you, in our
precinct, we had... we have split precincts, where in ny
election it wouldn’t have made a difference, but ny people
were given ballots in Representative Capparelli and
Representative MAuliffe's district which David Or could
not control. And then when we went to conplain, to quote
the state’'s attorney for split ballots, they blew it off
that day. It mght have nade a difference in that el ection
if it was closer. So, don't tell ne that this can be
handled with no ease, particularly since there’s no way to
remove people that are... were registered one place 30 days
out and if they voted absentee there and then they vote 15
days out in another spot, you can’'t renove them from the

first place and the judge would be...would be fine for them
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to mark them off as being able to vote and drop the ball ot
in the box. There is no provision for this and you ve
taken out any uniformty for the state so that each county
woul d be different. I don’'t think it’s soup yet and |

think you need to go back and work on it a little nore. |

woul d urge...urge a ‘no’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Howard.”

Howard: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she'll yield.”

Howard: “Yes. Representative Kelly, the argunments that | hear
are that your...this Bill will not provide enough tinme to do
whatever is processing is necessary so that we can be
certain that the elections, in fact, are.. are fair and
honest . | understand that there are elections... or there
are places would...that they have sane-day regi stration. Do
you have any sense as to the experiences that those
particul ar places have had with sane-day registration?”

Kelly: “Representative, there are six states that have sane-day
and then six states that have 15 days or |ess. e
patterned ours after the State of Washington. And from ny
under standi ng and we’ve done research and | ooked into it,
that it is working. Wth the technol ogy that we have today
this has been successful and al so, nore people have had the
opportunity to vote, which | would think is the denocratic
way and what we want, nore people involved.”

Howar d: “Well, 1'"m certainly glad to hear that technology is
taking its place as a way that we can inprove our lot in

life and our conditions in this day and in the future. And
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as well, I’"m certainly very happy to hear that in those
states the voting populations have increased because
that’s, in fact, what we oughta be talking about. e
oughta be talking about how can we meke certain that we
maxi m ze the nunbers of people who conme out to vote who
are...the eligible persons to register and then that they
come out to vote. So, | comend you on this |egislation
and | certainly hope that those who are speaking against it
will think twice, think about the purpose of it. It’s not
to...to result in anything that is dishonest, but it is to
try to maximze a person’s right to vote. Thank you so

nmuch. And | wurge all of ny colleagues to vote ‘yes’ on
this legislation.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Col vi n. Representative Colvin, would you like to speak on
this Bill?”

Colvin: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she’'ll yield.”

Col vi n: “Representative Kelly, can you tell nme what other
provisions, if there are any other provisions in this Bil
other than changing the...the tine that you can register to
vote from 28 days to 14? |Is that the only, main and only,
provision of this Bill or is that..

Kelly: “As well as the capability of changing your address, to
change your address.”

Colvin: “The ability to change so... Just as if it was 28 days,
switching it to 14 and the only ability...the only thing

we're really doing here is noving it two weeks ahead...two
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weeks further where you can register to vote for an

el ection.”
Kelly: *“That’s correct.”
Col vi n: “Can | ask your own opinion why you think this was

necessary to do?”

Kel ly: “I think that people get nore interested in elections
and voting as the tine conmes nearer, that’s one thing. And
also, just in ny experience, as a Legislator, this is a
very nobile society, people nove all over the place and
they're registered at one place and it may not be the first
thing on their mnd when they nove to a new |ocation and
people that rent. And also, in other states, that have
noved the election registration period closer to election
day, they’ve seen an increase in people participating. And
we say we're in the denocratic process so | feel like this
moves us closer to that in involving nore people.”

Colvin: *“Very good and | tend to agree with your logic. And I
guess you probably wouldn’'t be surprised if there are
several states where you can register the sane day, six
days...six states where you can register to vote on the sane
day of an election. And what we’'re really tal king about
here is just fair and equal access to the ballot. By
passing this Bill, this access will be across the board for
anyone who lives in Illinois and votes in an Illinois
el ection. |Is that correct?”

Kelly: “That’s correct.”

Colvin: “So, the benefits of this Bill would inpact people from

all over the state.”
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Kelly: “Yes, it would.”

Colvin: “All right. Well, I think you did a very good job in
articulating those reasons why particularly the point in
why |’ m gonna vote for this Bill is that we live in a
soci ety where people are distracted by many things. And
the closer we get to an election and the nore focused it
becomes on the election, the nore likely people are to
beconme notivated to vote, particularly those who may be 18,
have not paid attention to the process, those who may nopve
into a new conmunity where there’s a local election going
on. Gving those individuals as mnuch opportunity and
access to the ballots, | think, is a fundamental principle
in a denocratic society and that’s denocratic with a snall
d . So, | want to congratulate you and conmend you on
your work in making sure that we get greater access to the
ballots across the State of Illinois. And 1’11 be voting
for your Bill. Thank you very nuch.”

Kelly: “Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from Cook, Representative
Dunki n. The Rep...the Gentleman from Cook, Representative

Fritchey.”

Fritchey: “Thank you, Speaker. To the Bill. Ladi es and
Gent | enen, there’s a |ot of either intentional or
i nadvertent confusion regarding this Bill. In a day where

we try to encourage voter turnout and voter participation
and when we saw the type of voter turnout that we had in
the last presidential election, | think we all agree that

regardless of the turnout of any given election, an
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i nvol ved electorate is a good thing. What this Bill does
is mke it easier for us to have an involved el ectorate.
The Bill has been drafted in such a way as to give the

counties the ability to figure out how best to inplenent

the rules. W are not trying to make a one-size-fits-all
pi ece of legislation. What we are saying is we have a
goal. That goal is to get people involved in the electora

process, give people the ability to exercize their voice in
governnent and their right to vote. This is a very
straightforward Bill. It’s really being made unnecessarily
conplicated. The counties are not going to have difficulty
i npl ementing this because they are gonna find out the best
way to inplenent it that works within their paranmeters and
their systens. It should be a sinple vote. And | urge
everybody to support this neasure and | respect the Sponsor
for bringing it forward. Thank you.”
Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative G aham?”

Graham  “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill. This is a good
pi ece of |egislation. | understand all of the concerns
that nay be there, but the clerk will have an...anple tine
to review all of the information. They’' Il have those 14

days before election day to review all of those ballots to
see...to do the verification process. It’s also inportant
to know that this Bill will not be inplenmented until July
1, 2006. So, it wll give anple tinme to all of the clerks

to put in place all the procedures that they Il need to
work out all of the... the kinks and bunps that could
potentially lie in the road. So, | think this is a good
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pi ece of legislation. Let the clerks do their job which is
go out and make this accessible to all of the... our
constituents out there to do their god-given right to get

out and vote. So, | urge an ‘aye’ vote on this piece of

| egi slation.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentleman from Rock |sland, Representative
Bol and.”

Bol and: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill. | rise in
strong support of this |egislation. We already have 12
states that have had this in effect. They have not

encountered any great problens with it. W have six states
that have sane-day registration. We have provisiona

vot i ng. And we know that in our nodern-day society with
peopl e noving around a lot, particularly young people, this
is an additional boost that can help get young people
i nvol ved and allow themto vote and also all of those folks
who are really much nore nobile in society to have a chance
to take part in the election. | happen to live across from
one of the states that has this provision, that has 14-day
registration, the State of [|owa. The county directly
across from Rock Island County is sonewhat |arger than Rock
I sl and County. Their election officials have had no
problens. They seemto be able to adopt quite well to this

provision and | have not read in any of the newspapers in

the region of any problens that they've had with this. 1In
fact, | have had people on our side of the river that have
come up to ne and others and said, ‘ya know, | wanna
register to vote.’ And | have to tell ‘em ‘sorry, we' ve
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already closed our voter registration.’ And they say,
‘well, no, | read in the paper where it was 14 days. I
have a couple weeks yet to go.’ And of course, | have to
tell ‘“em ‘well, that’'s lowa not Illinois.” Well, ya know,
when | was growing up in lowa, we used to think that was

such a conservative state, so behind all the other states.
Well, Ladies and Gentlenmen, they’ ve long ago passed us up
and it’'s about tinme that the State of Illinois caught up
with some of these other states, started living up to our
mantra, as the Land of Lincoln and started fulfilling that
destiny of helping nore and nore folks register to vote.
Pl ease vote ‘yes’ on this |legislation. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Yarbrough.”

Yar brough: “l nove the previous question.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay. Representative, you're the |[ast
i ndi vi dual asking to speak. So, at this tinme, the Chair

wi |l recognize Representative Kelly to close.”
Kel |l y: “1 think this is a progressive Bill and it's the
denocratic way. And | urge an ‘aye’ vote. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The question is... the question is, ‘Shall

Senate Bill 2133 pass? Al in favor vote ‘aye’ ; opposed
‘nay’. The voting is open. This requires 60 votes. Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all
voted who w sh? M. Cderk, take the record. On this

guestion, there are 68 voting ‘yes’ and 49 voting ‘no’ .
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjority,
is hereby declared passed. On page 2 d the Calendar is

Senate Bill 958. M. derk, would you read the Bill.”
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Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 958, a Bill for an Act in relation
to labor. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Reitz.”

Rei t z: “Thank you, M. Speaker. As | said earlier on the
Amendnent, the Anmendnent becones the Bill. This is just a
technical clean up from House Bill 599, the firefighter
pension Bill that we passed |ast year. For |egislative
intent on Senate Bill 958, I1'd like to read into the record

that it is the intention of this |anguage to nmake technica

corrections regarding the transfer of creditable service
and required paynents and survivor benefits created in
House Bill 599 which was enacted into | aw by Public Act 93-
0689. This | anguage does not create any new benefits for
firefighters or costs to the downstate firefighters funds
that were not intended in Public Act 93-0689. Al benefits
clarified by this Bill can be paid for by the aggregate tax

cap exenption outlined in Public Act 93-0689. |[|'d be happy
to answer any questions.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentleman has noved for passage of Senate
Bill 958. And on that question, the Gentlenman from
Verm |ion, Representative Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Bl ack: “Representative, nowhere on the system do | find any
| anguage that tells nme what these technical changes are
And |'ve been here long enough to know, | renenber a

Legislator who got up and said there’'s just a technical
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change in this Bill. And when we asked himto explain the
techni cal change, he said everywhere where you see the word
‘mllion it changes to ‘billion. Well, that’'s a little
nore of a technical change than | would...wuld...would like.
What are the technical changes you're nmaking to this Bill?”
Reit z: “I"'m glad you asked that question. The techni cal
changes are: it changes the requirenents of notice to an
enpl oyer of the intent to utilize pension credits from the
previ ous enployer fromone year to 21 nonths as a condition
of being hired to the condition of receiving benefits. The
second change: it requires the conpounding of interest
paynents due to the funds from the tine of service was
rendered ‘til the earlier date of the first enploynent or
the beginning of the fund s fiscal year. The third change
is it requires the firefighter to pay 1 percent of the
monthly salary for each nonth of service credit transferred
as opposed to the 1/12 percent that was printed in the Bill
incorrectly, in that original Bill. The Bill requires the
firefighters to repay the 11/12 of a percent, if they
started repaynent but have not retired. The fourth change
allows the recipient to receive the greater of the original
benefit before House Bill 599 or the new benefit as was
i ntended by House Bill 599. Next, it allows the existing
paynment sequence to be used for survivors in the case of
premature death of a firefighter. It clarifies the
| anguage regarding the pension of an active nenber who dies

before pension eligibility. And lastly, it requires | ost
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benefits created by the original mstakes of 599 to be
repaid by the fund within one year.”

Bl ack: “So, in other words, it does not change the anount of
benefit that anyone will receive. Correct?”

Reitz: *“Correct.”

Bl ack: “Go back to the fourth...the...the fourth point that you
brought up. Said sonething about...you nmentioned a benefit
or something. It caught ny attention.”

Reit z: “The... the fourth one was it allows the recipient to
receive the greater of the original benefit before House
Bill 599 or the new benefit as intended by House Bill 599.”

Black: “All right. So, if | understand fromour staff and what
you' re saying, these...these are technically drafting errors
in the original Bill. Right?”

Reitz: *“That’'s correct.”

Black: “All right. Fine. Thank you very nuch.”

Reitz: “This just makes it exactly like we agreed to.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Par ke.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Par ke: “Representative, just a quick question. Does anybody
stand in opposition to this?”

Reitz: “No, not that | know of. | think it’s an agreed Bill.
In this... they just made the technical changes that were
agreed on when the Bill was originally passed.”

Parke: “And does it have any property tax cap exenption?”
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Reit z: “No, not..not in this Bill. It just change...clarifies
the | anguage that was in the original Bill.”

Par ke: “Does this technical changes help the downstate
firefighters?”

Reitz: “It helps...it helps the firefighters, it hel ps the funds
make those paynents, but nore than anything else it just
changes the technical changes to nake sure that it's what
we agreed to when voted on the Bill originally.”

Par ke: “Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any further discussion? Then
Representative Reitz is recognized to close.”

Reitz: “Appreciate your vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “The question is, ‘Shall Senate Bill 958 pass?

All in favor vote ‘aye ; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is
open. This requires 71 votes. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? M.
Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 114
no’ . And this Bill, having
received a Three-fifths Constitutional Mjority, is hereby
decl ared passed. M. Cderk, read Senate Bill 2277.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 2277 has been read a second tine,

voting ‘yes’ and 2 voting

previously. Amendnent #1 was approved in conmttee. No
FIl oor Anendnents. No Motions filed.”
Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 2277, a Bill for an Act concerning
| ocal governnment. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”
Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from Vermlion, Representative

Bl ack.”
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Bl ack: “Thank you very much, M. Speaker and Ladies and
Gentl emren of the House. | appreciate the cooperation of

the Majority Party in letting me advance this Amendnent to
this Bill. The House Amendnent #1 becones the Bill. This
was brought to me by the residents of a small comunity in
my district. All this does is to change the current
separation requirenment for adult entertainnent facilities
froma current 1 thousand feet to 3 thousand feet. 1’1l be
glad to answer any questions that you have.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman has noved for the passage of
Senate Bill 2277. And is there any discussion? Then the

question is, ‘Shall this Bill pass? Al in favor vote

aye’; opposed

nay’. The voting is open. Have all voted

who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? This requires 71

vot es. Have all voted who w sh? M. derk, take the
record. On this question, there are 117 voting ‘yes’ and O
voting ‘no’. And this Bill, having received a Three-fifths
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On

page 2 of the Cal endar, under concurrences, is House Joint
Resol ution 54. Representative Watson. Representative
Wat son on the concurrence.”

Wat son: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Joint Resol ution 54 passed unani nously. This
sinply adds an Anendnent at the request of the Lieutenant
Governor to add one nore nmenber to the task force. And I
woul d appreciate an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “And on that question, the Gentlenman from Cook,
Representative Parke.”
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Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Par ke: “Representative, can you just tell us a little about
what this is? |Is this...it this a binding Resolution or is
it advisory?”

Wat son: “The Rep... No, Rep..

Parke: “What does it do?”

Wat son: “Representative Parke, it just creates a task force to
explore downstate, rural, or any rural water issues. e
have a | ot of rural water co-ops that work independently of
each other. And sonetines it’'s a struggle for themto get
started. The intent or the idea is that would collect sone
best practices, et cetera, and kind of forma base for them

to cone to to get help.”

Par ke: “Ckay. Thank you. Ladies and Gentlenen, to the
Resol uti on. I had the pleasure of participating in ‘Adopt
a Legislator’ with the Illinois Farm Bureau this sunmer..

| ast summer and it took ne out to rural areas of the Quad

Cties and seeing the anpbunt of water that the M ssissippi

River has and how it affects the lowl ands along IIlinois.
It sounds to nme like this task force is an outstanding
i dea. As sonebody from suburbia, | had no idea that we

have these kinds of rural water districts that actually
al l ocate hundreds and hundreds of thousands of dollars to
make sure that were not flooded and those farm ands are not
fl ooded. So, | stand in strong support of the Gentleman’s

Resol uti on.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “kay. Represent ati ve... Representati ve Watson
the Chair is in error. You have to file a Mtion to Concur
before we can actually go to the Motion. So, you're on the
Cal endar, but you need to file the Mdtion to Concur. And
the Rules Conmmttee needs to approve it and the derk
advises ne it’s not been approved at this tine.”

Wat son: “So, the Mdtion has been filed?”

Speaker Hanni g: “But it’s not out of Rules, | guess, is what
| m advi sing you.”

Wat son: “Ckay.”

Speaker Hanni g: “So, we’'ll get back to you when the Rules
Conm ttee approves your Mbotion, okay? W’ || get back to it
at a later tine. So, that was an oversight by the Chair.
On page 2 of the Calendar is House Joint Resolution 64.
And on that, Representative Davis is recognized. The
Gentleman in the chanber? Representative Steve Davis,
House Joi nt Resol ution 64.”

Davis, S.: “Yes. Thank you, M. Speaker. | nobve to concur in
Senate Anmendnment 1 to House Joint Resol ution 64. There’s
one change. The Anendnent changes the date, the reporting
date back to the Legislature, from January back to May in
order to give themtine to get their report together and
report back to the Legislature. Wul d approve... would

appreci ate an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “And on that question, the Gentleman from Cook,
Represent ative Parke.”

Parke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”
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Par ke: “Just, Representative, for a nonent. Can you tell wus
what this trade study commttee is supposed to end up with
and when’s the end of the..when is it due? In other words,
what’ s the date that it finishes its study?”

Davis, S.: “You wanna know what the underlying |egislation was
or the underlying Resolution?”

Parke: “Whatever the Resolution is, yeah.”

Davis, S.: “lIt...it basically creates a comrittee to study the
steel ...foreign trade dealing with the steel industry in the
State of Illinois, the inpact on it. I’m not sure. I’ d
have to | ook up and give you the exact nunber of nenbers on
the comm ssion, but | believe that some of the nenbers are
appoi nted by the Governor, sone by the caucuses.”

Par ke: “Just... Do you know when we can expect the report from
this comm ssion? Wen is it... Does it end and di ssol ve at

a specific date?”

Davis, S.: “The Amendnent requires themto report back on Muy...
| think it’s May the 6, sonething like that. May 30, on
May 30.7

Parke: “All right. Thank you. That’'s all | wanted to know.”

Davis, S.: “Ckay.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Davis to close.”

Davis, S.: “Appreciate an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “The question is, ‘Shall House Joint Resolution
64 be adopted? All in favor vote ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’.
The voting is open. This requires 60 votes. Have all

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this question,
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there are 115 voting ‘yes’ and 0O voting ‘no’ . And the
Resolution is adopted. Representative Hanps, for what
reason do you rise?”

Hanos: “M. Speaker, 1'd like to waive a posting requirenent.
Can | do that now?”

Speaker Hannig: “Yes. Proceed.”

Hanos: “Thank you. Ladies and GCentlenen, |[|I’'m seeking...
perm ssion? Wat am| seeking? | would like to..

Speaker Hannig: “Make a Mdtion.”

Hanos: “..make a Mdtion to waive the posting requirenents for

the special commttee on nass transit for northeastern
Il'linois, originally scheduled for Thursday, wll Dbe
schedul ed tonorrow at 3 p.m in Room 114. That’'s the Mass
Transit Commttee tonorrow, 3 p.m, Room 114.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Everyone heard the Lady’s Mbdtion. Is there
any di scussion? Representative Del gado.”

Del gado:  “Thank you, M. Speaker. Actually, ny.. | wanted to
go back on House Joint Resolution 65 and that’s why |
wanted to wait until we pass this...her Mdtion.”

Speaker Hannig: “Wy don’'t we...why don't we finish this Motion.
Does anyone wsh to dis... to speak on this Mtion?

Representative Bradley. Representative Bradley on..

Bradley: “l’mrequesting a waiving of posting requirenents.”

Speaker Hanni g: “On the Lady’s Mdtion to waive the posting
requirement. No?”

Bradley: “No. | got..

Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay. Representative Black, do you rise on

this question?”
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Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. Just to |let people
on our side of the aisle know that we appreciate the
Denocrats bringing this itemto us. W have no objection
to waiving the posting requirenents. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “So, on the Lady’'s Mdtion, all in favor say

aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And the Modtion
is adopted. And now, Representative Bradley’' s recognized.”
Bradl ey: “Thank you, M. Speaker. |1’m also requesting a Mtion
to request Jleave of the Body to waive the posting
requi rements for the Commttee on Personnel & Pensions to
nmeet Wednesday at 10 a.m in Room 118 to hear testinony

from the Chicago Stock Exchange regarding state pension

funds.”

Speaker Hannig: *“Ckay. | s there any discussion? You ve heard
the Gentleman’s WMbdtion. Al in favor say ‘aye’'; opposed
‘nay’ . The ‘ayes’ have it. And the Mdtion is adopted.

Representative Eil een Lyons, for what reason do you rise?”

Lyons, E.: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. 1'd l|like to nake a Modtion
to suspend the posting requirenents for the Environnental &
Energy Committee for House Joint Resolution 100 for this
afternoon in RoomG1.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay. | medi ately after Session, right?
Okay. And so, that will... Your Motion is that they |l neet
i medi ately after Session?”

Lyons, E.: *“Correct.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Okay. So, you' ve heard the Lady’ s WMbtion.

Representati ve Bl ack, do you rise on that Mtion?”
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Bl ack: “Would just like to thank the Lady for clearing that

with our side of the aisle. W have no objection.”

Speaker Hannig: “Okay. Al in favor say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’.

The *ayes’ have it. And the Mtion is adopted.
Represent ati ve Del gado.”

Del gado: “Thank you... thank you, M. Chair... thank you, M.
Speaker . | just wanted to go back to House Joint
Resolution 65. If ny button had worked, | would have voted
‘yes’. Would the Journal reflect that for ne?”

Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay. So, the record wll reflect your
i ntentions, Representati ve. And  now, Representati ve
Hof f man.”

Hof f man: “Yes. | ask leave of the Body to waive the posting

requirenents for House Joint Resolution 95 and 97 for the
Transportation Commttee, which will neet in Room 118, the

Transportation Conmmttee in Room 118 immediately after

Session.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay. You’'ve heard the Gentleman’s Moti on.
Al'l in favor say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it.

The Mdtion is adopted. Representative Pritchard, do you
rise for a Motion? For what reason do you rise,
Representative Pritchard? W'll..we' |l come back to that.
Representative Parke, for what reason do you rise?”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladi es and Gentlenen of the
House, | just want to rem nd everybody that the Economc &
Fiscal Commission will be neeting tonorrow norning at 9

a.m in Room G1 in the Stratton Building to discuss the

current status of our budget and income to the State of
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[111nois. In addition, | would have an inquiry of the
Chair on whether or not Thursday the Personnel & Pensions
Commttee is neeting.”

Speaker Hanni g: “I bel i eve t he answer IS ‘yes’,
Representative.”

Par ke: “Thank you very nuch.”

Speaker Hannig: “Ckay. And Representative Mke Smth, for what

reason do you rise?”

Sm t h: “Thank you, M. Speaker. For the purpose of an
announcenent . ”

Speaker Hannig: “Make your announcenent.”

Smth: “The House Denocratic Downstate Caucus wll neet one

half hour after we adjourn today in Room M1 in the
Stratton Building.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Thank you, Representative. And on page 3 of
the Cal endar, under the Order of Nonconcurrence, is Senate
Bill 3186. Representative MKeon.”

McKeon: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | nove to refuse to recede to
House... House Anmendnents 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 3186 and

request a Conference Committee Report.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The CGentl eman noves that the House refuse to
recede on the Anmendnents on Senate Bill 3186. Al in favor
say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. The

Gentl eman’s Motion is adopted. On page 4 of the Cal endar
under the Oder of Total Veto Mtions, is Senate Bill 2272.
Representati ve Bl ack. Excuse ne. Representative Mendoza,
for what reason did you rise?”

Mendoza: “Purpose of an announcenent, M. Speaker.”
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Speaker Hannig: “Make your announcenent.”
Mendoza: “Just wanted to draw attention to the Ladies and

Gentlenmen of this fine chanber that today, Novenber 16,
2004, is Prematurity Awareness Day in the United States.
And to draw attention to that in particular, nore than 470
t housand babies are born prematurely each year and in
I[I'linois, there is an excess of 22 thousand preterm births
annually constituting nore than 12 percent of all annual
births in the state. As a result, preterm births are
currently the | eading cause of death for Anerican newborns
and premature babies that survive often develop serious
life-long health problens. And so, I'msure all of you are
aware of many of these facts and the March of D nmes has
dedi cated today as Prematurity Awareness Day in the United
St at es. Just a reminder to all that we continue to work
toward fighting this and preventing these deaths in the
future. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay. Back to the Oder of Total Veto
Motions, on page 4 of the Calendar, is Senate Bill 2273.
Representative Froehlich. Wuld you like to present your
Motion to override, Representative? .73, M. Cderk.”

Froehl i ch: “Thank you, M. Speaker. This... Senate Bill 2273
originally passed the House with 94 ‘yes’ votes. What
we're dealing with is a user fee. This is a special fund
set aside for the...for recreational trails for off-highway
vehi cl es. Currently, only 60 percent of the noney in this
fund is required to be used for its intended purpose. This

Bill would increase that to 92 percent, |eaving 8 percent
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for adm nistration. I would be happy to answer any
questions, but | would ask ny colleagues for an ‘aye’ vote

once again and override the Veto.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Centleman has noved that the House pass
this Bill, Senate Bill 2273, notw thstanding the override...
the Veto of the Governor. |Is there any discussion? Ckay.
Then the question is, ‘Shall Senate Bill 2273 pass, the
Veto o the Governor notw thstandi ng? Al in favor vote
‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. This requires
71 votes and this is final action. Have all voted who

wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?

M. Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 82

voting ‘yes’ and 33 voting ‘no’. This Motion, having
received a required Three-fifths Mjority, the Mtion to
override prevails and Senate Bill 2273 is declared passed,
notw t hstanding the Governor’s Veto. On page 4 of the
Cal endar, under the Order of Total Vetoes, is Senate Bill

2374. Represent ati ve Bradl ey. kay. Qut of the record.

On Senate Bill 2460, Representative Pritchard, on the
Motion to override.”

Pritchard: “Thank you, M. Speaker. This nmeasure cane before
the House this spring and we passed it 109 to 9. | woul d

ask that we not sustain the Governor’s Veto in this. This
Bill deals with Indian gaming. It gives a sunshine to this
whol e process and allows the Legislature to have a voice in
granting any conpacts to |Indian nations dealing wth
gam ng. This allows local communities to express their

desires and needs and costs of the inmpact of such a
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facility and allows us to have better governnent that deals
with an appropriate share of revenue for the State of
I[I'linois and for |ocal comunities from such a gam ng
facility. I would ask the fellow Legislators to support
this override.”

Speaker Hannig: “You ve heard the Gentleman’s Mdition. 1|s there
any discussion? Then the question is, ‘Shall Senate Bill
2460 pass, the Veto of the Governor notw thstanding? Al
in favor vote ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open and
this requires 71 votes. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take the

record. On this question, there are 106 voting ‘yes’, 8
voting ‘no’ and 2 voting ‘present’. And this Bill, having
received the required Three-fifths Majority, the Mtion to
override prevails and Senate Bill 2460 declared passed
notw thstanding the Governor’s \Veto. Representati ve
Verschoore, are you prepared on Senate Bill 25257?”

Ver schoor e: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladi es and Gentlenen, if
you vote with me today on Senate Bill 2525, it wll allow

M dAnerican Energy Conpany, the gas and electric utility
whi ch serves the biggest part of ny district, to continue

provi ding conpetitive gas service to |arge, comrercial, and

industrial gas custoners all across Illinois. Your vote
with me today will also provide an opportunity to |ower
nat ur al gas costs for businesses, school di stricts,

hospitals, care centers and |ocal governnent facilities.

This past Wdnesday, the Senate, wunder Senator Jacobs’
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Motion to override, passed...overrode the Veto by 44 to 10.
And | want to thank all 104 Menbers, Denocrats and
Republ i cans, who voted May 24 with me on this |egislation
and the...for the Governor’s signature. | believe you voted
for Senate Bill 2525 because you thought it was a good Bill
then and | still think it’'s a good Bill despite the
Governor’s Veto and the inflammatory and inaccurate
| anguage in last week’s so-called fact sheet from the
[I'linois Comerce Commssion’s staff. Permt nme to
hi ghlight just one of the falsehoods in that docunent. The
| CC staff apparently needs to be prepared to be accused of
all things when you go against them Turn to page 2 and
about hal fway down the I1CC staff would lead you to believe
t hat the |1CC has determined that M dAnerican was
subsidizing sales to conpetitive custonmers, but in fact,
the 1CC never nmade such a determ nation. | think the ICC
staff would like to believe that M dAmerican buys a |arge
guantity of gas and then divides it up between regul ated
and conpetitive custoners, but that’s not the way
M dAnmerican runs its conpetitive gas business. The
conpetitive custoners, not M dAnerican, decides how nuch
gas to buy and at what price and in what delivery period.
M dAmerican has a separate staff and assists conpetitive
custoners with its gas purchase. The M dAnerican staff,
that assists conpetitive customers, does not buy gas for
regul ated custoners at the cost of that conpetitive staff
not to include the regulated rates. That’'s why there’'s no

subsi di zation or discrimnation. M dAnerican has agreed to
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a whole new set of consuner protections in Senate Bill
2525. These protections will inpose nore |ICC regul ations
on their conpetitive gas business than any other conpetitor
serving Illinois custoners. Finally, Senator Jacobs and |
met with the Governor in Rock Island at a fundraiser and
told himthe hardship that was causing the constituents in
my area and the constituents in your area. It was the
Governor who said, go ahead.. W said there was nothing

personal, but we were gonna try to override his Veto and

his exact words were, ‘go ahead, everybody tries to
override ny Veto.’ So, that’s what I'mtrying to do and I
want you to know that if we don’t override this... | gotta

call from the superintendent of the school district in ny
district, Rock Island School District 41, and he said if he
has to go out on the open market it’s probably gonna cost
them an extra hundred thousand dollars to heat the
bui | di ng. | don’t think we wanna do that to the school
districts. There’s 61 other ones that they also supply.

There’s John Deere, there’'s the hospitals, there’'s care

centers in ny area. And | want...and | wll ask for an
‘aye’ vote on that. And I’'d welconme any questions.”

Speaker Hanni g: “You’ve heard the Gentleman’s Moti on. And on
that question, the Gentleman from Knox, Representative
Moffitt.”

Mffitt: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenmen of the

House. To the Bill.”
Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”
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Moffitt: “I thank you for the opportunity to comment and |

certainly think Representative Verschoore did an excellent
job of outlining the situation. | intend to vote wth
Representative Verschoore in overriding the Veto. | also
voted for Senate Bill 2525 last May on the floor. As you
may recall, Senate Bill 2525 was held in the Public
Uilities Commttee to enable the Illinois Comrerce
Commi ssion to conplete their work in a declaratory ruling
case involving issues which Senate Bill 2525 addresses
namel y: Does M dAnerican Energy neet statutory authority to
continue to provide conpetitive gas service in Illinois?
The ICC s ruling said, they do. The Bill is right to the
point, as the lawer’s would like to say. Senate Bill 2525
wll provide that needed statutory authority that the |ICC
says they need. But the Bill also incorporates a nunber of
new consuner protections which provide the ICC with even
nore ability to inspect this conpetitive business. I
believe the House got it right the first tinme. W should
get it right again by voting to override the Veto. Thank

you.

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentleman from Cook, Representative Lang.”

Lang:

“Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise in support of the
override Motion. Wth the high cost of natural gas, it
seens to ne that we’'d wanna be pronoting nore conpetition
and not |ess conpetition. | believe this legislation is
necessary if we wanna pronote that conpetition in our
energy markets. Because of the Veto sone nonths ago, many

i nstitutions, hospi tal s, school districts t hat had
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contracts that had expired did not renew them because they
were afraid that their contracts would be interfered with
by this legislation thereby costing them sonme of which
were public bodies, significant anounts of noney. | have a
concern about the attitude of the Comrerce Conmi ssion in
this. They ve distributed a fact sheet in opposition which
says that M dAmerican oughta form a separate affiliate to
make conpetitive gas sales in Illinois. The Public
Uilities Act already gives them the ability to form a
conpetitive business unit for a conpetitive electric sales.

It’s just good legislation that we do the sanme for their

gas busi ness. If we don't do this and we don’t override
the Veto, the ICC will force MdAnerican to form a separate
affiliate for their conpetitive gas sales. Then they’|

require them to nmerge that affiliate wth the conpetitive
el ectric business affiliate. That is not the intention we
had when we passed the Electricity Choice and Utility
Der egul ati on Act of 1977. In our future, we’'re gonna be
considering inprovenents in the electric dereg statutes as
we reach the end of the transition period. Until then, we
really should not tolerate pieceneal unraveling of

legislation which can provide benefit for mllions of

citizens and save mllions of dollars at a tinme when gas
prices are going up. | urge you to support the Override
Mot i on.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Vermlion, Representative
Bl ack.”
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Bl ack: “Thank you very much, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”
Bl ack: “Representative, | know we’'re on a conplicated subject,
but could you explain to ne how does M dAnmer... how is

M dAnerican able to sell natural gas at a cheaper rate than

a regulated utility in the State of Illinois?”
Ver schoor e: “Well, Representative, on regulated rates are set
by the ICC so that’'s a set anount. What M dAnerican has

been doing for the past 10 years is |like a John Deere or a
Rock Island School District will cone to them and say, ‘I'm
gonna need ‘x’ anount of therns of gas this wnter and we
want you to go out and get the best price you can for us’
and it’s...and they give ‘emthe anount they want. They go
out and then they lock in that price and then John Deere or
the school system knows that that’s what price they're
gonna have to pay. They can set their budgets and their
paraneters for their districts and that type of thing.”

Bl ack: “How do they lock in this price? Were do they buy the

gas? | nean, do they go out on the market?”
Verschoore: “They go out on the open market. They m ght go out
and buy it from Louisiana Gas @npany or | don't know.. |

don’t know all the nanes of the gas conpanies..

Bl ack: “Ckay.”

Ver schoor e: “.but they're big conpanies from across the
country.”

Bl ack: “Now, that begs the question, if they have purchased
gas, say over the sumrer or sonetinme when they can lock in
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a better price, then how is this gas transported to the
ultimte end user, the school, the business?”

Verschoore: “The way | understand it, Representative, there’s...
as you know there’s main gas lines that go all the way
across the country, 36-inch, 48-inch |lines and then there’'s
booster stations and reduction stations along the way.
When... when they need the gas at this certain area, like in
Moline or Rock Island or in Chicago, they also supply up
there, they pull that gas off and send it through their
transm ssion, not.. maybe not M dAmerican’s transm ssion
i nes but soneone they’ ve got a...a, what do | wanna say, a
relationship with and get it to those busi nesses.”

Bl ack: “Were...where does...where does M dAnerican’ s broker this
gas or wheel this gas? Are they primarily in your part of
the state? Do they have custoners statew de?”

Ver schoor e: “They... they... they’'re primarily in ny area, but
they’'re actually based out of, | think, Des Mines is their
mai n headquarters, Des Mines, lowa. But they...they ve got
a big distribution area in...in ny...ny...nmy district.”

Bl ack: “Anytine...anytine soneone enters into a contract and as
Representative Lang said, we're in tinmes of record high
natural gas prices. So, if you locked in a contract for
natural gas at a per thermrate that is very attractive,
what’'s the risk? | mean, there’'s gotta be a risk that I'm

not seeing or everybody would want to do it.”

Ver schoor e: “l can’'t see of any ri..prisk there would be. | f
you lock in a price is like you sign a contract. [It’s just
like... I'"mnot fortunate to be on natural gas, |I’mon LP
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but I try to lock in ‘x’ anpunt of gallons every year with
my |ocal Farm Bureau so | know I’ m gonna... not have to pay
anynore than that. Cenerally, it works out. Sonetines you

get burnt, but..”

Bl ack: “Does the regulated utility that transports the gas,
we' Il just take it ny area, it used to be Illinois Power
now it’'s AmerenlP. It seens to nme, in past history, |

recall that in prolonged periods of cold weather, when the
pressure mght drop in the Illinois Power... Areren-1l1linois
Power gas nmmin, does not the regulated utility then have
the right to tell a wheeled custoner, we can’t deliver that
gas to you right now You're on what's <called an
interruptible service contract and we just don’t have the
pressure in the main to service your account. Thi ngs get
back to normal, it gets above 10 bel ow zero, we’' Il get back
to you. But | thought that was the risk that people m ght
i ncur when they... because it’s nmy understanding, correct ne
i f l’m wrong, t hat the regulated utility that’s
transporting this gas through its mains to the service...to
the nmeter, has a way or a nethodology of saying to a
brokered customer, a wheeled custoner, under certain

conditions they cannot guarantee them delivery of that

gas.

Verschoore: “I’m..I’mnot aware of that. | don’'t think that’s
t he case. ... 1t’s never happened that | know of in our
area where they couldn’t deliver. | nean, it mght...l know
there’s been brown outs and electrical things, but 1[I’ ve

never, in my area...
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Black: “I... And I’mnot sure. Don’t..don't take it... My nenory
sinmply isn't what it used to be, but | do recall..l know I

don’t have the nunber of schools that enter into wheel ed
gas contracts that we used to have and | think it’s because
the regulated utility does have the nmeans and | don’t think
they would use it foolishly, but |..in severe weather, |
believe that utility can say to a broker or a wheeled gas
consumer, we just sinply cannot guarantee you delivery
because of the demand on our mains.”

Verschoore: “I don’t...1 don’'t know about that. | can’'t answer
that.”

Bl ack: “Ckay.”

Verschoore: “But | don’t think so.”

Bl ack: “Well ..

Verschoore: “And like | say, | don't...it’s never been, in our
area, that | know of because it would have been all over

t he paper, | think.”

Bl ack: “All right. | seemto recall a school in my district
that had that problem and |I'’m not accusing the old Illinois
Power of ...of anything underhanded. | believe that the risk

you assunme under a wheeled contract is that under certain

harsh conditions you may not get the anmount of gas that you

think you' re going to get. l...1 may be wong and | don’t
bring that up as a red herring, but I'mtrying to figure
out what the risk is. | nmean, |...1 would think that if you

could save a penny or two per therm of natural gas at these
record high prices and we can under the deregulated

climate, wheel natural gas, |I'm trying to figure out why
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every school, public entity, large end user, wouldn't then
be doing everything in their power to enter into a wheel ed
gas contract..”

Verschoore: “Well, they're get..!

Black: “.if there’s no downside, if there’s no risk.”

Ver schoor e: “Well, the only risk I can think of is like the
stock market. Sonmetimes you buy stock and it goes lower...
hi gher and sonetines it goes lower. That’'s the ganble you

t ake, but when they say they want so nmuch and they give ‘em
this price and they lock it in..”"

Bl ack: “Ckay.”

Verschoore: “l don’'t know.”

Bl ack: “But in your scenario, Representative, if you sign a
contract for a fixed price per therm is that per season,

per nmonth, what is the contract state on your rate?”

Verschoore: “The way | understand it, it’s per season.”
Bl ack: “Ckay.”
Ver schoor e: “They sign it... maybe they sign a nultiyear

contract, but it’s per season then.”

Bl ack: “Could...could one nake the argunment, |’m playing devil’s
advocat e. Could one nake the argunent that if you were
able to get wheeled gas at a cheaper rate, does the
consuner of a regulated utility, is that...is that in any
way, shape, or form meking them pay a higher rate?”

Verschoore: “No.”

Bl ack: “So, there’s..

Verschoore: “That’'s separate.”
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Bl ack: “You wouldn’t say that there’ s any subsidy between the...
t he wheel ed gas market and the gas market that nost of us
as individual or residential consumers have to deal with?”

Verschoore: “Right. That’'s nmy understanding.”

Bl ack: “All right. VWhat’s the history of MdAnerican? Wre

they, at one tinme, a reqgulated utility in the State of

[11inois?”

Ver schoor e: “1 think... Yes, they were. They were... | owa-
[1linois. I don’t know whether they were regulated in
[Ilinois or not, whether it was lowa or Illinois, they were
regul ated. But they...they was...they were IIllinois-lowa and

then they were sone other one and now they' ' re M dAnerican.
| don’t know. They’ ve..

Black: “All right.”

Verschoore: *“..changed hands two or three tines.”

Bl ack: “In the... in the material that you quoted from the
Commerce Conmission, it’'s ny understanding in talking to
the Commerce Commission that they feel that this conpany
has been operating outside the law for 10 years and that
this action will make their actions legal. Wat would your
response be to that statenent?”

Ver schoor e: “Well, it was the ICC that... for whatever reason,
you're right. For 10 years M dAnerican has been doing just
like they' re doing now. The Comrerce Conm ssion said that
they needed |anguage in the law to allowem to do this
They went and got the |anguage, we passed it and then the
ICC is still hung up on the...like you tal ked about, the
regul ated and unregul at ed. They think that the regul ated
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custoners are paying nore so they can provide it to the

bi gger users cheaper and that’s totally untrue.”

Black: “Well, I'"mcertainly..

Verschoore: “And they audit themevery year.”

Bl ack: “Yeah. And |1'm certainly no expert on utility |aws.
It’s a very conplicated portion of Illinois |aw But it
would seem to ne that if, in fact, you are operating

outside commssion rules, regulation and law, that the

comm ssion would have the authority to bring you before..”

Verschoore: “Yeah.”

Bl ack: “.the board. Wuld they not?”

Verschoore: *“1 would think so.”

Bl ack: “Have they ever done so in this case?”

Ver schoor e: “Not in 10 years, there’'s never been a case where

there’s been a conplaint by a wuser or a unregulated
customer, that | know of...that we know of ..
Bl ack: “Ckay.”

Ver schoor e: ..or reqgul ated.”

Bl ack: “Fine, Representative. Thank you very nmuch for
answering the questions. Thank you.”

Verschoore: “Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Lake, Representative Muy.”

May: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “Indicates he’'ll yield.”

May: “Yes. Representative, in lines 9 through 14 of the Bill
the | anguage is that, ‘this Section should apply to any gas
utility that serves 60 thousand gas customers but |ess than

75 thousand gas customers in the state and that it provides
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conpetitive electric power.’” So, this is designed to apply
only to MdAnerican Energy. |Is that right?”

Verschoore: *“That's correct.”
May: “Okay. And that MEC is still involved in litigation with
the Illinois Commerce Conm ssion which ruled against the

MEC so therefore you brought forward the Bill?”

Verschoore: “That’s why we brought the Bill.”

May: “Ri ght . So, you didn't get...they didn't get the ruling
they liked fromthe ICC, so you brought the Bill for then®”

Ver schoor e: “Well, the ICC said they needed this |egislation
and so we passed this legislation.”

May: “Okay. Thank you. Thank you. To the Bill. | would Iike
to suggest that, while |I have the greatest respect for the
Sponsor and helping a business in his district, 1I.. 1
understand and | respect that even nore. But this is, as
he just told us, this is special |egislation. I know, we
had |ast year, COM ED and... the last 2 years, COM ED
| egislation, SBC legislation to deal with utilities. And I
think that we should not be doing special legislation to
deal with utilities anynore. The 1CC and the Attorney
General are both proponents of the Veto because the
Attorney General has ruled that this violates the Public
Uility Act. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from DuPage, Representative Bell ock.”

Bel | ock:  “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WII| the Speaker
yi el d?”

Speaker Hannig: “The Sponsor will yield.”
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Bell ock: “I just wanted to ask if, at the present tine, if the
ICC and CUB are still neutral on this Bill or are they

opposed to it?”

Verschoore: “As far as | understand, the CUB is neutral on it
and I CC...the actual I1CC, as the staff, is opposed to this.
That’ s ny understandi ng.”

Bel l ock: “The ICC staff is opposed? Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Hanos.”

Hanos: “Thank you. WIIl the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Hanos: “Representative, what did you say previously about the
i mpact of this legislation on your school s?”

Ver schoor e: “The superintendent of the Rock Island schools

called ne...wote ne a letter and then called ne and said,

are we gonna be able to override this Veto? And | said
well, | hope so. He said, well, | hope so too, because he
said, if it isn't, it’s probably gonna cost us another

hundred t housand dollars to...this heati ng season because of

the price of natural gas.”

Hanos: “Well, | think |I heard you say that, but why is that?”
Ver schoor e: “Because they haven't locked in their prices
because we hadn’t passed the Bill, so when their contract

came up, they couldn’t lock in a price with M dAnerican.”
Hanos: “Well, but why can’t the schools in...in MEC s service

territory do like the schools in every other parts of the

state and benefit from conpetitive rates offered by

alternative gas suppliers?”

09300215. doc 55



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

215t h Legi sl ati ve Day 11/ 16/ 2004
Ver schoor e: “They coul d. They could go out to another, but
they choose to do business with M dAnmerican. | nmean, you

have to ask the superintendent why they choose to do that.
| don’t know.”
Hanos: “Well, but | think what we’'re trying..”

Ver schoor e: “’Cause they're hoping we’'ll pass this override,
" m t hi nking.”
Hanos: “l guess, |I’m wondering why shouldn’t the schools in

your district be also going to conp... using conpetitive
mar ket pl ace in using alternative gas suppliers?”

Verschoore: “Pardon ne? | just...| couldn’t hear you.”

Hanos: “Well, I'm..1 guess |I'mtrying to respond to your...your
concern, Representative, and |I’m wondering why the schools
in your area are not using or benefitting from conpetition
or conpetitive rates offered by the alternative gas
suppliers?”

Verschoore: “l can’t answer that. | don’t know.~

Hanos: “Well, okay, so, | think the question is, why are we
doing a Bill just for your school in your district?”

Ver schoor e: “We’re not doing it just for ny school. W' re

doing it for MdAnerican Energy so they can supply the
school in ny district.”

Hanos: “Ckay. Well, 1.7

Ver schoor e: “And that was at the request of the ICC. W need
special legislation.”

Hanos: “Wel |, okay. So, | think the problem here really is
exactly what the Representative, the Sponsor, just stated.

This is special legislation to benefit one conpany and one
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school . It’s very nmuch akin to the work that we’ve had
here in trying to create a conpetitive marketpl ace. Thi s

flies in the face of that. This is going against what the

ICC is opposed...is proposing in this case. And | would
seek a ‘no’ vote.”
Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any further discussion? Then

Representative Verschoore is recognized to close.”

Verschoore: “I think this was a good Bill when we passed it. |

think it’s still a good Bill. And | would ask for an *aye

vote. Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hannig: “The question is, ‘Shall Senate Bill 2525 pass,

Br adl

the Veto of the CGovernor notw thstandi ng? Al in favor

aye’; opposed

vot e nay’ . The voting is open. Thi s
requires 71 votes and is final passage. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 97
voting ‘yes’ and 18 voting ‘no’, 1 voting ‘present’. This
Motion, having received the required Three-fifths Majority,
the Mdtion to override prevails and Senate Bill 2525 is
decl ared passed, notwi thstanding the Governor’s Veto.

Senate Bill 2165, Representative Bradley, John Bradley.”

ey, J.: “Thank you, M. Chair. This is the affirmative
defense Bill which arose fromthe incident in the Wlnette
case. It’s been argued several tinmes on the floor of the
House. It received overwhel m ng support in both chanbers.
And | would ask the Body for an ‘aye’ vote and a total

override of the Governor’s Veto. Thank you.”
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Speaker Hannig: “You ve heard the Gentleman’s Mdition. |s there

any discussion? Then the question is, ‘Shall Senate Bil
2165 pass, the Veto of the Governor notw thstandi ng? Al
in favor vote ‘aye’ ; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open.
This requires 71 votes and is final action. Have all voted
who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who
wish? M. Cerk.. And M. Cerk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 85 voting ‘yes’ and 30 voting ‘no’.
This Mtion, having received the required Three-fifths
Majority, the Mdtion to override prevails and Senate Bill

2165 is declared passed, notwi thstanding the Governor’s

Vet o. On page 5 of the Calendar... Representati ve
Verschoore, for what reason do you rise?”
Ver schoor e: “M . Speaker, | thought | had voted and it showed
up, then it didn’t show up there. | want an ‘aye’ vote.”
Speaker Hannig: “Ckay. The record wll reflect your intention
Represent ati ve. Oh page 5 of the Calendar, under
Anendat ory Vet o Mot i ons, is Senat e Bill 2395.

Eddy:

Representative Eddy.”

“Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. This... this Bil
originally allowed the issuance of a type-73 school service
personnel certificate with a speech-|anguage endorsenent so
i ndividuals who nmet requirements from either an out-of-

state school or that had a certificate from another state

conparable to the type-73 certificate. The Gover nor
anendatorily vetoed the Bill to make it consistent wth
Federal Law. | sinply make a Mdtion to accept the

Anmendat ory Veto of the Governor.”
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Speaker Hannig: *“Ckay. | s there any discussion? The question
is, “Shall the.. Then the question is, ‘Shall the House
accept the Governor’s specific recomendation for change

with respect to Senate Bill 23957 All in favor vote

aye’'; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. This Motion
requires 71 votes and is final action. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? M. derk, take the
record. On this question, there are 117 voting ‘yes’ and O
voting ‘no’. This Motion, having received the required
Three-fifths Constitutional Majority, the House accepts the
Governor’s specific recommendation for change regarding
Senate Bill 2395 and this Bill is declared passed. Senate
Bill 2690, Representative Lindner.”

Li ndner: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | nove to accept the
Governor’s Anendatory Veto.”

Speaker Hannig: “lIs there any discussion? Okay. So, then the
guestion is, ‘Shall the House accept the Governor’s

speci fic recommendation for change with respect for this

Bill, Senate Bill 26907 On that question, Representative
Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she’'ll yield.”

Bl ack: “Representative, the continuation only refers to
arrearage.”

Li ndner: “That's correct.”

Black: “All right. W’re not seeking that a judge extend the

child paynent beyond...the child support paynent beyond the
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age of mmjority, only in those cases where they have not
satisfied their court-ordered obligation. Correct?”

Lindner: “That’s correct. That was the original Bill and the
Governor’s Veto does not interfere with that at all. All
he did was change the date so that the Departnent of Public
Aid could prepare to get this systemcorrect.”

Black: “WIIl there be due process involved because... This is no
secret to you, we’'ve discussed it several tines. | often
find that the Department of Public Ad is sonewhat |ess
than a hundred percent accurate on who is in arrears and
who isn't. | assune the noncustodi al parent would have all
due process in this procedure, being able to..

Li ndner: “I don’t know what the procedure will be, but that’s
why the departnent asked for..

Bl ack: “Ckay.”

Li ndner: *“.extra tine..

Bl ack: “Al'l right.”

Lindner: “.so that they can work out the procedure.”

Bl ack: “Fine. Thank you very nuch.”

Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any further discussion? Then the
question is, ‘Shall the House accept the Governor’s

speci fic recomendation for change with respect to Senate

Bill 26907 Al in favor vote ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The
voting is open. This requires 71 votes. Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who
wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On this question, there
are 117 voting ‘yes’ and 0 voting ‘no . This Mtion,

having received the required Three-fifths Constitutional
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Maj ority, the House accepts the (Governor’s specific
recommendati on for change regarding Senate Bill 2690. And
this Bill’s declared passed. Senate Bill 2900,
Representative Froehlich.”

Froehl i ch: “Thank you, M. Speaker. This... The Governor just

changed the date on this Bill, an effective date. It’'s
acceptable to all the parties concerned. This Bill passed
unani nously in both Houses. | ask that... | nove that we

accept the Anendatory Veto and vote ‘yes’ on this.”
Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any discussion? Is there any
di scussion? Then the question is, ‘Shall the House accept

the Governor’'s specific recomendation for change wth

respect to Senate Bill 29007 Al in favor vote °‘aye’;
opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. This requires 71 votes
and is final action. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all

voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On this
question, there are 117 voting ‘yes’ and O voting ‘no’.
This Mdtion, having received the required Three-fifths
Constitutional Mjority, the House accepts the Governor’s
speci fic reconmendation for change regarding Senate Bill
2900 and this Bill’s declared passed. On page 4 of the
Cal endar is Senate...on the Order of...on the O der of Total

Vetoes, is Senate Bill 2374. Representative Bradley.”

Bradl ey, J.: “M. Chair, this is the Bill that wll create a
uniform speed limt within the State of Illinois. There’'s
been a lot of |obbying on this Bill and there's been a | ot

of information distributed indicating that this is about

raising the speed limt. This is about creating a uniform
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speed |limt to ensure that vehicles on the State of
I[I'linois in rural settings, not in netropolitan areas,
rural settings would be traveling at the same rate of
speed. It received an overwhel m ng support in the Senate.
It received overwhel m ng support here in the House on the
original vote. And | would ask for a ‘yes’ vote on this
i ssue.”

Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any discussion? The Gentleman from

McLean, Representative Brady.”

Br ady: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill. Ladi es and
Gent |l enen  of the House, this particular pi ece of
legislation in dealing with the speed limt and raising
that for trucks. First off, without going into great data
and detail, | think nost would concur that |arge trucks
require much |onger distance to stop. lower speed limts

for trucks make tractor trailer stopping distances closer
to those of passenger cars. And an exanple, at 65 mles
per hour it would take an average car about 200 feet to
brake, to stop. For a tractor trailer with all brakes
working even, it’'d take approximately 280 feet to stop.
That doesn’t include any brake lag or perception reaction
distance. At 55 mles per hour, the tractor trailer would
stop in approximately in the same distance of 200 feet of
t he vehicle. But ... but so inportantly, what this issue is,
is a safety issue on the highways and rural highways as the
Representati ve has said throughout I11inois. There’ s been
a total of tractor trailers crashes that were up in ‘03

11.6 percent conpared to the three previous years. In

09300215. doc 62



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

215t h Legi sl ati ve Day 11/ 16/ 2004

2002, there was 99 persons killed in a tractor trailer
crash, 13 of those people were in... occupants of the
trailers, 86 were occupants of another type of vehicle.
And in 2003, there was 127 occupants from other vehicles
that died in tractor trailer collisions. That’'s a 43
percent increase over 2002. As a fornmer coroner and
downstate |awraker, the high fatality rate in rural
interstate areas, especially large increases in 2003 over
2002, are of great concern to ne. And this data from the
Departnent of Transportation, I'd like to support further
analysis and debate on this issue since | support the
trucking industry and recognize that its inportant econonic
force in this state is of great val ue. But on the other
hand, by raising that speed |imt we can be guaranteed
we're going to have nore tractor trailer collisions wth
vehicles across this state from what our data shows
al ready, which is a very dangerous consid...consideration to
val ue. I’d ask ny colleagues to give care... careful
consideration to this vote before they cast it, know ng the
figures that I’ve just cited. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gent...the Lady from Cook, Representative
Moni que Davis.”

Davis, M: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I rise in opposition to
the Override Mtion of Senate Bill 2374. And | rise in
opposition because of a report from the National Safety
Counci | . They state that notor vehicles are the | eading
cause of injury death in Anmerica and the eighth |eading

cause of death in the United States. One hundred and
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twenty Anericans die in notor vehicle crashes every day.
Just a week ago, four people were killed on a highway with
a notor vehicle. |’m sorry, with a truck. These trucks
wei gh over 80 thousand pounds and a car weighs 3 thousand
pounds. Usual ly, the dead and injured are in autonobiles.
I agree with the National Safety Counci l that the
statistics support what we know from the |aw of physics.
Crashes with severity are based usually on increased speed.
Raising the speed linot...limt also raises the average of
perhaps injury and death from accidents. | believe that a
famly traveling on vacation should not be subjected to the
possi ble death and injury from a large truck hitting that
car from behind. The National Safety Council has a |ong
hi story of working with the transportation industry and the
hi ghway safety controls. | believe, in all sincerity, we
have a responsibility to protect those using our highways.
W, in no way, want to hinder or hanper business, but
should we give business a higher degree of priority than
lives? At the press conference that the Governor held
yesterday, attended by some Menbers in this Body, there was
a famly, a father, a sister, a husband and this accident
happened on the Dan Ryan Expressway. A truck killed the
wife and sinply injured the husband. But this kind of
accident can certainly be prevented or limted in nunber if
we do not increase the speed. | believe the ‘red” vote is
the only vote to take. Geat respect for the Sponsor. But
| believe our role here should be to provide safety to the

menbers of the State of Illinois or those traveling through
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I[1linois. W should not increase the opportunity for death
on the highway. | believe, | believe, that if you give
them the 55 mles per hour they wusually will travel 10
mles nore anyway. They’re usually gonna go the 10 mles
and do the 65. | believe we should have ‘red votes up
here. Thank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from Vermlion, Representative
Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Bl ack: “Representative, the Dan Ryan was just nentioned. It’s
my understanding this Bill would not raise the speed limt

for trucks on the Dan Ryan, correct?”
Bradl ey, J.: “That’s ny understanding.”
Black: “In fact, it would not raise the speed Iimt for trucks

on any expressway in an urbani zed area, correct?”

Bradley, J.: *“Just...just rural areas, yes.”

Bl ack: “I't would only raise the speed limt on interstate
hi ghways in designated rural areas of Illinois, correct?”

Bradley, J.: “That’'s correct.”

Bl ack: “It’s further ny understanding that the director or the
secretary of the Departnent of Transportation could, in

fact, decide whether a rural interstate highway would be
subject to the higher speed limt for trucks. [If in his or
her opinion, for exanple, through Chanpaign-U bana, | don’t
believe that the secretary would approve the higher speed
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limt for trucks on Interstate 74. And that would stil
be, under this Bill, his or her decision to make, correct?”

Bradley, J.: “I1’Il defer to your expertise in that area, yes.”

Bl ack: “Former Representative, Chuck Hartke sponsored this
Bill. | don’t remenber whether it was 2 years ago or 4
years ago. And | noticed at that tine the Illinois State
Police and the Illinois Departnment of Transportation were
neutral on an identical Bill, correct?”

Bradley, J.: “Yes. That’'s ny understanding.”

Bl ack: “Now, they are in opposition to this Bill?”

Bradley, J.: “Yes.”

Bl ack: “But nothing has changed in the Bill?”

Bradley, J.: “Yes. And | don’'t have the information in front
of me, but, Representative Black, you may recall what the
situation was in comrittee as well earlier this year on
this sane Bill.”

Bl ack: “Ri ght. l...1 quote from an article I’'m looking at, a
study call ed, The Effect of Truck Traffic Contro
Strategies conducted by the University of Virginia, on

behalf of the AAA concluded that no safety benefits
resulted fromthe inposition of speed and | ane restriction
on trucks. In fact, according to AAA this AAA study
conducted by the University of Virginia School of
Engi neering and Applied Science, the study concluded that
the potential for an increase in accidents involving trucks
and ot her vehicle occur when such strategies are inposed on
hi ghways that include a high percentage of trucks. So,

there are conflicting studies, right?”
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Bradley, J.: “Yes.”

Bl ack: “When all is said and done...

Bradl ey, J.: “Representative, a good... a corollary or a side

point to that is, too, is that they tal k about the increase
in fatal accidents in other states. But yet, they fail to
take into account the increase in traffic volume in those
ot her states. For instance, in the State of Mssouri,
between 1990 and 2000, traffic volunme went up over 32
percent in that state. So, that you know, we could take
these statistics in a vacuum or we can take these
statistics in the context of commopbn sense and that’s what

we're trying to dowith this Bill.”

Bl ack: “Further, it’s ny understanding that 40 states have the

sane speed limt, Illinois being one of the 10 that has a

split speed Iimt, correct?”

Bradley, J.: *“Correct.”
Bl ack: “All right. Thank you very nuch, Representative. M.
Speaker, | intend to vote for the Bill. This is the third

or fourth time it’s come up and | always kind of cringe a
little bit when Legislators talk about speed limts. I
have seen every year that |1’ve been down here, generally on
Chicago television, they will put a van on the interstate
hi ghway, wusually it’s 1-55 up north and 1...1 believe the
all-time record speed they clocked a Legislator driving
back honme was in excess of a hundred mles an hour. So

perhaps, if this Bill becones |aw, perhaps, we’'d best | ook
at a split speed limt for Legislators. Because it seens

that evidence has been portrayed in the nedia, sonewhat
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accurately over the years, that Legislators to and from

Springfield tend to violate the speed |limt nore so than

trucks or other drivers on the road. This Bill has been
t horoughly debated for a nunber of years. | intend to
follow the lead given by 40 states. And | intend to vote
‘aye’ "

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Madi son, Representative
Hof f man.”

Hof f man: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and CGentlenen of the
House. Many people on both sides of the aisle probably
know that in the past | have voted in favor of this
legislation, but Jlet nme just tell you sone of the
statistics that have recently conme to light and were

published in the Post D spatch. As you know, M ssouri is

less than 20 minutes from nmy district. In Mssouri they
increased truck speeds limts in 1995 to be uniform wth
car speeds. So the old adage that we have used here in

I[I'linois indicating that if you have a consistent speed
with cars and trucks you actually will have |ess accidents
sinply do not bear out the statistics of what happened in
M ssouri . In 1995, there were 7...97 fatalities involving
| arge trucks. After that they changed the speed limt to
i ncrease speed for trucks to make ‘em consistent with cars.
Unfortunately and tragically, in 1996 there were a hundred

and seventy-six fatalities involving large trucks, an

increase of 70 deaths. W, in Illinois, cannot allow this
to happen. We all wunderstand commerce is inportant. e
all understand time is noney, but at the end of the day,
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for the safety of the notoring public, we need to nmake sure
that we vote ‘no’ and we don't succunb to.. to.. don't
succunb to the argunent that comrerce is nore inportant
than safety. | ask for a ‘no’ vote. And | ask if that...if
this receives a requisite nunber of votes, that we have a
verification, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And  your request wi | be granted,
Representati ve. The Gent | eman from W nnebago,
Representative Wnters.”

W nters: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenen of the
House. | rise in support of this Bill. W have to
consider that the other states around us have never
rescinded their speed |limts. Wen they raised their truck
speed limts after the energy crisis in the early ‘70s,
they did not see the data that would show that it was...made
good public policy to rescind nmaking speed unit... speed
[imts uniform | think what Illinois has to do because we
are a trucking center for this nation is to nake sure that
the trucking industry can try to recover sone of the damage
that was done to it, with our tax and fee increases on that
i ndustry. We |ost alnpbst 10 percent of that industry in

II'linois. This is sinply a small gesture back that say we

still welcone you in this state and we’'d |like you not to
| eave with your headquarters. It is a safer nethod to keep
trucks and cars noving at the same speed. | can virtually

guarantee that you won't see trucks going 80 mles an hour
like you do cars, but you will see fewer of them traveling

55. You' ll see a nuch nore uniform speed on the rural

09300215. doc 69



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

215t h Legi sl ati ve Day 11/ 16/ 2004
i nterstates. It doe not affect the collar counties, any
urban four-Ilane highways. It does not affect two-Ilane

hi ghways downstate, only rural interstate, quality roads.
And |, again, urge this Body to support the override of the
Veto on Senate Bill 2374. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Gsterman.”
Ost er man: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enmen of

the House. WII the Sponsor yield?”
Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Ost er man: “Representative, in your Bill, ‘urbanized , can you
ki nd of tal k about that?”

Bradley, J.: “lI’msorry.”

Gst er man: “Ur bani zed. The Departnment of Transportation can

identify where they want to put these up on interstate

hi ghways. |s that correct?”
Bradley, J.: *“That’s ny understanding, yes.”
Osterman: “So, |1-55 in Naperville, is that urbanized or is that

nonur bani zed?”
Bradl ey, J.: “I would think that would be part of the urban
area.”

Gsterman: “Does your staff know?”

Bradley, J.: “Wich one is it?”

Gsterman: “Naperville, Bolingbrook, conme on down.”

Bradl ey, J.: “Wat expressway?”

Gsterman: “1-55.7

Bradley, J.: “I-55. I couldn’t answer you that, other than I

refer you to the analysis.”
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Gsterman: “Okay. M point in asking that question is that sone
of the supporters of this Bill try to say that this is just
an issue for downstate. |It’s an issue that will not affect
Cook County or northern Illinois and the opposite is true.
All of wus that drive from Chicago down to Springfield
outside of, ya know, downtown Chicago would be on I1-55 and

thus we would be included in this.”

Bradley, J.: “No, | think..
Gsterman: “1 think that..
Bradl ey, J.: “I don’t think that’s accurate, Representative.

VWhat we’'re talking about is, we’'re not talking about
raising the speed limt in the Cty of Chicago or the

metropolitan St. Louis area. W’re talking about creating

a uniform speed |imt outside of wurban areas. Now,
obviously, if you travel outside an urban area, you ll be
in arural area and it would be affected by that. | nean...
so..

Gsterman: “Your interpretation of ‘urban’ and ny interpretation

of ‘urban’ are conpletely different. As we..
Bradley, J.: “1 would find...] would not disagree with that..
OCsterman: “Ckay.”
Bradley, J.: “.but I don't know how it’'s germane to this Bill.”
Gst er man: “So, nmy question is that ‘urban’ to some people, is
downt own Chi cago next to the skyscraper; to others it could
be on the way in Lenont, which is on the way downstate,

so0.."
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Bradl ey, J.: “I think it’s defined by the Departnent of
Transportation and by the records and the guidelines that
they have, isn't it?”

Csterman: “It probably is, but I.2

Bradl ey, J.: “I...1"m assunm ng that they have the expertise to
make those definitions.”

Ost er man: “Ckay. Well, ny point, Representative, is to say
that that definition and it may be msleading to those that
are looking at this, this is an issue that affects not | ust
downstate, it affects the entire State of Illinois. To the
Bill, M. Speaker. Today, sone of the supporters of this
legislation and in the past, when this Bill has been
debated and it’s been debated every year that 1’ve been
her e. But nost recently, there has been discussion about
the economics of this legislation, that we should do this
to help the trucking industry, that we should, as was

guoted by a previous speaker, make a small gesture to the

trucking industry. Well, there’s a |ot of ways we can, in
this Body, make gestures to an industry. When it
j eopardi zes people’s lives, | think we need to take a step
back and take a pause. This legislation, many people
think, will cost lives on the interstate roads in the State
of Illinois. And for us to |look at the economcs of this

and to say this is sonmething that we should do to help an
industry out, | find appalling. | would hope that everyone
woul d put safety before economcs and vote ‘no” on this
Bill.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Sacia.”
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Sacia: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Saci a: “Ladies and Gentlenmen of the House, | urge a strong
‘aye’ vote on this particular piece of legislation. Every
speaker that has spoken to this Bill, not one of themis a
|i censed CDL owner-operator. As one of the many in this
Body who has spent thousands of mles behind the wheel of
an 18-wheeler | submt to you one of the nbst dangerous
states to drive in is Illinois due to the nonuniformty of
the speed limt. The previous speaker made light of the
fact that we are putting sonme gesture, if you will, to the
trucking industry. Not only is this a gesture to the
trucking industry, we.. if we want safety, Ladies and
Gentl emen, we nust override the Governor’s Veto. Driving
on Illinois roads where trucks are required to run 55,
havi ng been in that situation many tinmes and four-wheelers
are pulling in and out, and dodging in and out and sl ow ng
down and speeding up, nekes it extrenmely difficult if you

are operating an 18-wheeler. Many that have spoken to this

had said it’s a safety issue. Yes, it is, but they're
pointing at safety from the wong end. Let’s nmke our
hi ghways safer. Let’s have a uniform speed limt, allow

the trucks to run with the cars. A very distinguished Lady
on the other side of the aisle said that they would run
faster. Ladies and Gentlenmen, they wll run wth the
traffic. I would just like to ask if everybody in this
Body that’s a licensed CDL operator would raise their hand.

There are many of them in here that are I|icensed CDL
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oper at ors. They will not stand and speak against this
override because they know how inportant it is to safety on
our Illinois roads. | strongly encourage an override of

the Governor’s Veto. Thank you very nuch.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Bradley to close.”
Bradley, J.: “I wouldn’'t stand before you and ask you to vote
for sonething which | thought was unsafe or that | thought

woul d endanger our famlies. The statistics that |I’ve seen
and what has been presented in the past, even by people
that are opposing this measure now, is that the roadways
are safer when vehicles travel at the sanme rate of speed.
The statistics that have been denonstrated in opposition to
this inportant piece of legislation are taken out of
context and do not reflect the entire situation wth
regards to this Bill. They do not reflect increased notor
vehicle traffic over the last 15 years. They do not...they

do not reflect other factors which go into fatalities. I

give you the exanple of Mssouri, which keeps com ng back
and | saw sonething which said, ‘let’s Jlearn from
M ssouri.’ The traffic roadway... road information program
from Washington, D.C., in evaluating the M ssouri highway
system gave safety a C- and indicated that nore than a
t housand people were killed in Mssouri in nmotor vehicle
crashes in 2000. Roadway conditions are a significant

factor in the occurrence of traffic fatalities: unsafe
roads, lack of fund for roads, a speed limt of 70 mles
per hour as opposed to 65 mles per hour. There are so

many other factors which go into the statistics that have
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been provided to you, which take away from the fundanental
And what

traffic going at the sanme rate of speed.

principl e. we're really trying to do with this

Bill is to get all

That’s all this is, nothing nore, nothing less, a uniform
speed |imt in rural areas. 1’d ask for a ‘yes’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “The question is, ‘Shall Senate Bill 2374 pass,
the Veto of the Governor not wthstanding? Al in favor
vote ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. Thi s
requires 71 votes. There’'s been a request for a
verification, so with... Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take
the record. On this question, there are 49 voting ‘yes’
and 68 voting ‘no’. And the Mtion fails. On page 5 of
the Calendar are the Agreed Resol utions. M. Cderk, would
you read the Agreed Resol utions.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “On the Order of Agreed Resol utions. House
Resolution 1211, offered by Representative Kurtz. House
Resol ution 1221, offered by Representative OCross. House
Resol ution 1222, offered by Representative Daniels. House
Resol ution 1223, offered by Representative Currie. House
Resol ution 1224, offered by Representative Dunkin. House
Resol ution 1225, offered by Representative Dunkin. House
Resol ution 1226, offered by Representative Ryg. House
Resol ution 1228, offered by Representative Rose. House
Resol ution 1229, offered by Representative Rose. House
Resol ution 1230, offered by Representative Rose. House
Resol ution 1231, offered by Representative Hanops. House
Resol ution 1232, offered by Representative Scully. House
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Resolution 1233, offered by Representative John Bradley.
House Resolution 1234, offered by Representative John
Br adl ey. House Resolution 1235, offered by Representative
John  Bradl ey. House Resolution 1236, offered by
Representative Currie. House Resolution 1238, offered by
Representati ve Stephens. House Resolution 1239, offered by
Representative Granberg. House Resol ution 1240, offered by
Representative Eileen Lyons. House Resolution 1241
offered by Representative Morrow. House Resolution 1242,
of fered by Representative Morrow. House Resol ution 1243,
offered by Representative Morrow. House Resol ution 1244,
offered by Representative Mrrow House Resol ution 1245,
offered by Representative Morrow. And House Resol ution

1246, offered by Representative Bost.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Currie noves for the adoption
of the Agreed Resol utions. Al in favor say ‘aye’; oppo..
‘nay’ ...opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And the Agreed
Resol utions are adopted. Representative Ml aro, for what

reason do you rise?”

Mol aro: “Point of inquiry of the Chair.”

Speaker Hannig: “Yeah. \What’s your point?”

Mol aro: “Do we...do we have any idea yet when the new schedul es
may be out...for next Session?”

Speaker Hanni g: “I"'m advised that we'll get ‘em this week,
Representative.”

Mol aro:  “All right. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Hol brook, for what reason do

you rise?”

09300215. doc 76



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

215t h Legi sl ati ve Day 11/ 16/ 2004

Hol br ook: “Thank you, Speaker. This is to remnd the Menbers

of the E & E Commttee. W’'re neeting directly after
adj ournment in Room 122-B. Environnment & Energy has a
meeting directly. It shouldn’t take |ong. We just have

one Resolution. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Brady, for what reason do you
ri se?”
Brady: “A point of personal privilege or information..

Speaker Hannig: “State your point.”

Brady: “..l should say.”

Speaker Hannig: “Okay. State your..m

Br ady: “A reminder of the House Republicans that the House
Republican Caucus will be at 5 p.m this evening in Room

118, 5 p.m, Room 118 for the House Republican Caucus.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Hof fman, for what reason do you
rise?”

Hof f man: “Yes. Just a remnder to Menbers of Transportation
Committ ee. W have two Resolutions right... imediately
after Session in Room 118. Room 118, it shouldn’'t take
very long.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Black, for what reason do you
ri se?”

Black: “An inquiry of the Chair, M. Speaker.”
Speaker Hannig: “Yes. State your inquiry.”

Black: “Did | miss the opportunity to ask for a verification of
the negatives on House Bill 23747
Speaker Hannig: “I think you mssed it, Representative.”
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Bl ack: “Oh. That’ s what happens when... when you sl ow ne down,
see. Wuld you...would you allow nmy Mtion anyway? |[|..I'm
just noving at a slower speed. | wanted to verify the
negatives. | wanted to see everybody who had sw tched, but
... | see M. Unhe preparing his remarks. M request is not
timely, right?”

Speaker Hanni g: “Maybe tonorrow. ”

Black: “Well, okay. [I..1"1l bring it up tonorrow. Thank you.”
Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any further announcenents? Then
Representative Currie, nmoves that, allowing the dCerk

perfunctory time, that the House stand adjourned wuntil
Wednesday, Novenber 17, at the hour of 12 noon. Al in

¢ ‘

favor say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And
t he House stands adj ourned.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
Commttee Reports. Representative Hol brook, Chairperson
from the Conmmittee on Environnent & Energy, to which the
following neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on
Novenber 16, 2004, reported the sanme back wth the
foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'recomrends be adopted House
Joint Resolution 100. Representati ve Hof fman, Chairperson
from the Cormmittee on Transportation & Mtor Vehicles, to
which the following neasure/s was/were referred, action
taken on Novenber 16, 2004, reported the sanme back with the
following recommendation/s: 'recommends be adopted' House
Joi nt Resolution 95 and House Joint Resolution 97.
I ntroduction and First Reading of House Bills. House Bill

7356, offered by Representative Madigan, a Bill for an Act
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concerning property. There being no further business, the

House Perfunctory Session will stand adjourned.”
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