STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

159t h Legi sl ative Day 7/ 13/ 2004

Speaker G anberg: “So, we need to do a Roll Call. Menber s,
prepare to vote your own swtches. M. Cderk, open the
Roll Call. Roll Call for Attendance. Representative

Hanni g, excused absences.”

Hanni g: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Wuld the record reflect the
followng Denbcrats are excused: Representative Collins,
Currie, Dunkin, Feigenholtz, Howard, Osterman, Sl one,
Kelly, Scully and G aham”

Speaker Granberg: “Thank you. Representative Bost.”
Bost : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Let the record reflect that
Representative Biggins, Mers, Lindner, Black, Somrer,

Beaubi en, Gsnond, Mathias and Jerry Mtchell are excused
t oday.”

Speaker Granberg: “Thank you. Okay. Representative Yarbrough.
Representative Yar... M. Cerk, take the record. Ni nety-
ni ne Menbers being present, the House has a quorum And
the Regul ar Session is hereby convened. M. derk, House
Bill..I'm sorry, Senate Bills... Do you have a Committee
Report ?”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Representative Gles, Chairperson from the
Commttee on Elenentary & Secondary Education, to which the
foll owi ng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on July

13, 2004, reported the sane back wth the follow ng

recommendation/s: 'reconmends be adopted' Floor Anendnent
#2 to Senate Bill 1955.”
Speaker G anberg: “M. Cerk, Senate Bill 1955. What is the

status of that Bill? Are there any Anendnents pendi ng?”
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Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 1955 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. No Conmm ttee Anmendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1
was adopted to the Bill. Fl oor Amendnent #2, offered by
Representati ve Madi gan, has been appr oved for
consi deration.”

Speaker G anberg: “Representative Colvin, you re handling the
Amendnent, Anmendnent #2.”
Colvin: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. W’re talking today... | would

like to present to the House Anmendnent #2 to Senate Bil

1955. It sinply relates to if a pupil <changes his
residence is due to a mlitary service obligation of a
person who has legal custody of a pupil, upon the witten
request of the person having |egal custody of the pupil

the resident of the pupil shall be deened for all purposes
relating to enrollnment, including tuition fees and costs,
for the duration of the <custodian’s mlitary service
obligation. To say it nore plainly, this is sinply a Bill
dealing with individuals who have mnmlitary... who have
mlitary obligations, who are called to service, who may be
changing their residency from one school district to
another, that their children can stay in those schools in
that particular district without incurring any tuition or

fee costs as a result of staying in those school districts.

So, [0 be happy to answer any questions on the
Amendnent . ”
Speaker G anberg: “Thank vyou. The GCentleman, Representative

Par ke, do you wish to ask questions or would you like to

adopt the Amendnent, then ask questions on Third?”
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Par ke: “Adopt the question.”
Speaker Granberg: “Ckay. The Gentleman noves for the adoption

of Amendnment #2. All in favor shall say ‘aye’ ; all opposed
shall say ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. The Amendnent is
adopted. Third Reading. M. Cderk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 1955, a Bill for an Act regarding
schools. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker G anberg: “The Gentl eman, Representative Parke, do you
have a question on the Bill?”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Granberg: “He indicates he will, Sir.”
Parke: “Representative, on this...on the face of it sounds I|ike
it’s something that’s worthwhile and worthy. Do you have

any idea how many children we’'re tal king about?”

Col vi n: “Representative Parke, | don't have a nunber of
chil dren. | do wunderstand it has been a problem for
several famlies who serve on mlitary bases here in the
State of Illinois who have been called to service, active
duties, nmaybe not perhaps overseas, but nmaybe noved to a
different base. But the child has been socially and
academcally acclimated to a particular school and to
continue their education at that particular school, absence
of any tuition or fees as a result of staying in that
school while not having | egal residence in those
communities that those fees would be waived. | think it’s
just another way we can help the nen and wonen who serve

our country deal wth being under the pressure of our
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country being at war. And | just think it’s an excellent
i dea and at the appropriate tine.”

Par ke: “Well, 1, also, but 1'd like to know, is there a tine
[imt on this or is it just a period of time with...in which

those parents are serving our country overseas? Now, it’s

gotta be overseas service. |s that right?”
Colvin: *“l believe it’s a call to active duty that would nove
them outside of that district. | don't think it’s...it does

not deal with whether or not they go overseas, but if their
| egal residence changes it takes them outside of that
particul ar school district.”

Par ke: “Have... have you had anybody objecting to this through
t he education comunity as...as seeing this placing a burden
on them or is it just your Bill is sinply perfunctory to
take care of an idea legally so that the schools can do
it?”

Colvin: *“No. There was, | think...and if | can articulate this
correctly, there was, just to nention, clarifying what
| egal custody neant, but sinply ‘legal custody’ neaning an
i ndi vidual who is of legal custody of an individual who is
serving in the mlitary, whether that be by natural or
adoptive parents or any other arrangenent that would
provide legal custody of a child in a particular school.
In.”

Par ke: “And... and that child... it says here on our Bil
evaluation that this does not provide transportation. So,
if they’'re fromone part of the city to another part, they
do..”
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Colvin: “Exactly.”

Parke: “.they have to provide their own transportation, right?”

Col vi n: “And that relates to the auxiliary cost of attending
school in a particular district.”

Parke: “Then you have not heard that this is an undue...l nean,
a trenendous burden on school districts. It's nore... just

maki ng sure they can do it.”

Col vi n: “Well, there was no opposition to the Bill in
commttee.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speak... M. Speaker, to the Bill. This
sounds like a..

Speaker Granberg: “Proceed.”

Parke: “.a worthwhile Bill. And | think the Sponsor has a good
Bill to take care of the men and wonen serving our country.

And...and again, we...we do all of this to nmake sure that our
famlies are... have a safer world to live in and this
provides those nmen and wonmen serving our country a place
where their children can get a quality education. So, |
commend the Sponsor and | wll vote ‘yes’ on this
| egislation.”

Speaker G anberg: “Thank you, Representative Parke. Anyt hi ng
further? The Gentleman from Knox, Representative Mffitt.”

Mffitt: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | just..to the Bill.”

Speaker Granberg: “Proceed, Sir.”

Mffitt: “I wanna commend the Sponsor for bringing this Bill
This... today everyone in this chanber wll have an
opportunity to nmake a statenment to our service personnel.

It’s one small way we can stand behind them stand wth
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them and stand for them to help their children be able to
attend the school that is nost beneficial to them | think
it’s a great idea. | just don’'t understand why we didn't
think of doing this sooner, but the inportant thing is that
we’'re doing the right thing and doing it now. And
Representative, it’'s an outstanding Bill. I’m proud to
join with you on this legislation.”

Speaker Granberg: “Thank you. Anything further? The Gentl eman
from Crawford, Representative Eddy.”

Eddy: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Granberg: “He indicates he will. Proceed.”
Eddy: “Representative, just to nmake a couple of points,
think, that are inportant. This Senate Bill... this cane

over fromthe Senate with sone |anguage in it that regarded
reconstitution of the State Board of Education, and it’'s

our understanding that that...that Amendnent’s been stri pped

and this is the Bill. This is the entire Bill.”
Colvin: *“That..that’'s correct, Representative. This...
Eddy: “So, this Bill deals only with the issue of making sure

that students who are attending a school district may
continue to do so wthout paying res...nonresident tuition

in those situations where they're affected by mlitary

servi ce?”

Col vi n: “That’s correct, Representative. Anendnment #2 becones
the Bill.”

Eddy: “The other point, | think, and it was...it was brought up

very briefly, earlier, there is not an econom c inpact to

the state fromthis |egislation because that student would
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continue...or that school district would continue to receive
the funding for that student. So, there is no fiscal
impact to the state?”

Colvin: *“That’s correct. And I should also point out that the
State Board of Education is a proponent of this piece of
| egi slation.”

Eddy: “Thank you very nuch. M. Speaker, to the Bill.”

Speaker G anberg: “Proceed, Sir.”

Eddy: “Representative, I|...1 join ny colleagues in conmendi ng
you for bringing to this Body a piece of |egislation that
will clear up any confusion in the mnds of schoo
districts” admnistrators regarding charging tuition to
continuing students in this situation. | think it’s a good
pi ece of |egislation. And hopefully, this Body will show

unani nous support for such a good idea. Thank you.”

Speaker G anberg: “Thank you. The... no one further is seeking
recognition. The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Colvin, to close.”

Colvin: *“l just think it’'s the right Bill at the right time for
our country and for our mlitary service. And | urge an
‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker G anberg: “Thank vyou. Al'l those in favor shall vote
‘aye’; d|l opposed shall vote ‘nay’. The voting is open.

Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wish? M. Clerk, take the record. On this
question, Senate Bill 1955, having received 99 ‘yes’ votes,
no...0 voting ‘no’, 0O voting ‘present’. Senate Bill 1955,
having received the Three-fifths Constitutional Mijority,
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is hereby declared passed. The Gentleman from Cook,
Representative Mlaro, for what reason do you seek the
recognition?”

Mol aro: “For a point of personal privilege.”

Speaker Granberg: “Proceed, Sir.”

Mol ar o: “1’d just like to take 30 seconds to share this with
the Body. |It's a letter |I received from England. | think
it’s inportant that we hear this. It starts out...l used to
do some work overseas as an attorney. It says ‘Dear
attorney Mdlaro, | was pleased and proud to read that the
State of Illinois has named Septenber 17, George Harrison
Day in honor of the late Beatle. What an honor for his
famly and his |legion of American fans. I have encl osed
two tokens of ny esteem to Representative Bradley who

sponsored the Resolution and to Representative Hannig for

his recitation of ‘yeah, yeah, yeah.’ Al of the...all of
the best to the wonderful people of Illinois and
Springfield.’ Signed, Paul M and Ringo S. Says, ‘P.S.
My solicitor suggested we should keep the value of the gift
under $75.° So, we’'re gonna present this to Representative
Bradl ey and Representative Hannig. And anybody coul d see
it, it came from Paul and R ngo. So, thank vyou, M.
Speaker.”

Speaker G anberg: “Thank you, Representative Mlaro. The Cen...
Representative Bost, for what reason do you seek

recognition?”
Bost: “As was spoken in the original debate of the Bill, let it
be.”
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Speaker G anberg: “M. derk, Supplenental Calendar. Senat e
Bill 2263. M. Cerk.”

Clerk Mahoney: “Representative Bar bar a Fl ynn Currie,

Chai rperson from the Conmttee on Rules, to which the
following | egislative neasure/s and/or Joint Action Mtions
was/were referred, action taken on July 13, 2004, reported
the sane back wth the following recomendation/s:
"approved for floor consideration' to refer to the O der of
Concurrence is House Bill 623; 'approved for consideration’
and referred to the Order of Second Reading is Senate Bill
2263."

Speaker Granberg: “Read the Bill.’

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 2263, a Bill for an Act concerning
finance. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Commttee
Anmendnents. No Fl oor Amendments. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Granberg: “M. Cderk, hold that Bill on Second Readi ng
Senate Bill 2263. The Representative from Macoupi n County,
Representative Hannig, now noves that the House stand
adjourned ‘til the regular scheduled Perfunctory Session,

the schedule that has already been established by the

Menmbers. All in favor shall say ‘aye’ ; opposed ‘nay’. The

‘ayes’ have it. The House is adjourned.”
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