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Speaker Madi gan: “The House shall conme to order. We ask the

Hor n:

Menbers and our guests in the gallery to turn off cell
phones, pagers and | aptop conputers. And we ask our guests
in the gallery to rise and join us for the invocation and
the Pledge of Allegiance. W shall be led in prayer today
by Daniel Horn who is a nenber the Saint Benedict’s Church
in Auburn, Illinois.”

“CGod, our Father, we entrust United States of America to

Your |oving care. You are the rock on which this nation

was founded. You alone are the true source of our
cherished rights to life, Iliberty, and the pursuit of
happi ness. Send Your spirit to touch the hearts of the

Menbers of this CGeneral Assenbly. Open their mnds to the
great worth of human |ife and the responsibilities that
acconpany human freedom May they be led by Your w sdom
t hrough chal | engi ng deci si ons. Keep them united in mnd

and heart as they go forward with the work of this great

state. Make their vision clear and their will strong. My
they always be mndful that true liberty will only be found
in human solidarity. Turn their hearts toward the

comunities of this state, to wunderstand the ways of
others, to offer friendship and to find safety only in the

common good of all. Amen.”

Speaker Madi gan: “We shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance

by Representative Verschoore.”

Verschoore et — al: “I pledge of allegiance to the flag of the

United States of America, and to the republic for which it
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stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”

Speaker Madi gan: “All right, once again, only punch your own
button. Roll Call for Attendance. Representative Currie.”

Currie: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Please let the record reflect
that Representatives Dunkin, Feigenholtz, Hanbs, Jones,
Mol aro, Morrow and Osterman are excused today.”

Speaker Madigan: “M. Bost.”

Bost : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Please let the record reflect
that Representatives Biggins, Schmtz, Sonmer, Tenhouse and
Wnters are excused.”

Speaker Madigan: “The Clerk shall take the record. There being
98 Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is
a quorumpresent. M. derk. M. Sacia.”

Sacia: “M. Speaker, point of personal privilege.”

Speaker Madigan: “State your point.”

Saci a: “I'f you would, bear with ne for just a mnute. (pl ays
the song, ‘I wanna go hone’) Thank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Representative Lindner.”

Lindner: “Yes, M. Speaker. | wonder, could you give us sone

kind of schedule? 1It’s nmy understanding that there’s a big
convention in town this weekend and the people who stay in
hotel s don’t have any place to sleep. Now, | brought these
pillows this norning because Representative Eileen Lyons
and Representative Carolyn Krause told nme last night that
the only place they have to sleep is out on these benches
under the... by the Stratton Building. So, would you pass

this pillow please over to Eileen and pass this one back to

09300152. doc 2



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

152nd Legi sl ative Day 6/ 30/ 2004

Car ol yn. And | was wondering if you could convince the

Governor not to call a Special Session or naybe you could

do something to nmke them nore confortable? Could vyou

provi de bl ankets and sone nosquito repellent so they' Il be

nore confortable this evening on those benches? Thank

you.”

Speaker Madi gan: “I had planned to address this question
tonorrow, but since you ve been so kind as to raise it
t oday. Tonorrow ny plan would have been to announce a
schedule that would have had everybody away from the
Capitol through the 4th of July weekend. And for those...
for you students of the Constitution, ya know, there’'s
another guy on the second floor that may have sone
different ideas. So, all we can do is wait until tonorrow
and we’ll advise you then. But in the neantinme, on page 4
of the Calendar, on the Oder of Senate Bills-Third
Readi ng, there appears Senate Bill 2256. M. Cderk, read
the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2256, a Bill for an Act in relation
to public bodies. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Madi gan: “M. Brauer.”

Br auer: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of this House. 2256
will give a small community of Curran the ability to

i ncorporate and take care of sone problens that they have

with their septic tanks. Senate Bill 2151 would do the
sane thing. It was passed out of this House with 0 ‘no’
votes. It was passed out of the Senate with O ‘no’ votes.

But it took some water district rights away fromthe City
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of Springfield. Senate Bill 2256 wll restore those
rights. It’1l be status quo. I’d urge an ‘aye’ vote and
will answer all questions.”

Speaker Madi gan: “The GCentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. There being no discussion, the question is, ‘Shall
this Bill pass? Those in favor signify by voting ‘yes’

t hose opposed by voting ‘no’. Have all voted who w sh?

Has M. Capparelli voted? Has M. Capparelli voted? Has
M. Turner voted? And has M. Saviano voted? The Cerk

shall take the record. On this question, there are 104

people voting ‘yes’, 0 voting ‘no’. Thi s Bill, having
received a Constitutional Supermgjority, is hereby declared

passed. On page 7 of the Calendar, on the Oder Senate

Bills-Second Reading, there appears Senate Bill 2258.
Representative Currie.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2258, a Bill for an Act concerning
public bodies. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No
Committee Anendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1, offered by
Representati ve Currie, has been approved for

consi deration.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Representative Currie on the Anendnent.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. I'’d like to w thdraw Amendnent
1.”

Speaker Madigan: “Wthdraw Anendnent #1. Are there any further
Amendnent s?”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Fl oor Anendnent #2, offered by Representative

Currie, has been approved for consideration.”
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Currie: “Thank you, Spe... Speaker and Menbers of the House.
This Amendnent would provide for a honme equity comm ssions.
But after the initial 5-year period of participation,
peopl e could access the value of their honmes to the program
at 3 rather that 5-year intervals. I  know of no
opposi ti on. The Anmendnent also includes |anguage we saw
earlier that would enable people to serve nore than 2 terns

on such a comm ssion, if appointed by the mayor.”

Speaker Madi gan: “The Lady noves for the adoption of the
Amendnent . Oh the question, the Chair recognizes M.
Franks.”

Franks: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”
Speaker Madi gan: “The Sponsor yields.”

Fr anks: “Madam Majority Leader, |1'm |ooking at our analysis
her e. And with the new Bill, House Amendment #2 would
beconme the new bill, correct?”

Currie: *“That's...that is correct.”

Franks: “And in that it would take out the House Anendment 1,

which would have elimnated the term of two consecutive
terms.”

Currie: “And that is in Arendnent #2 as well.”

Franks: “Ch, it is in nunber 27?7

Currie: “Yes, and that is actually |anguage we had voted on in

this House earlier but there had been no nobvenent in the

Senate.”
Fr anks: “I... the Senate vote... was this a shell Bill in the
Senat e? Because | see there was a Senate vote and it

| ooked like it was 33 - 25. But 1.
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Currie: “I't was a shell Bill and that explains the Senate
vote.”

Franks: “Ckay. Thank you very nuch.”
Speaker Madigan: “M. Black. M. Black.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very much, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Madi gan: “The Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: “Representative, I'’mnot conpletely famliar with a hone
equity assurance. Is that.. does this deal wth

condom niunms or what? Could you bring ne up to speed on
t hat, please?”

Currie: “Sure. This is a program that’'s been exis... in
exi stence for sonetine. Triggered, first of all, by a
petition signed by a significant nunber of voters in a

particular area. Then on a referendum vote, a decision to

create a hone equity conmm ssion. The conmm ssion nenbers
are appointed by the mayor. The comm ssion hel ps peopl e
mai ntain the value of their honesteads. And the idea is

that if there is a decline in value, the individuals
experiencing the decline, not by virtue of their failure to
mai ntain the property, can be nade whole.”

Bl ack: “Wha...what powers would be held by these comm ssi oners?”

Currie: “The comm ssioners nake a determ nation whether when
sonmeone nakes a claim against the...the insurance program
whet her that is valid, whether it is legitimate. And they
also, | assune, pay attention to the values that are

assigned to the property. There are requirenents about
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appraisals and so forth and so on. So, they run the
program”

Bl ack: “Wu... would the... would the conm ssioners have any

authority to order a hone owner to fix a particular problem
that was, in the..in the opinion of the neighborhood or
nei ghbors, was helping deteriorate the neighborhood? I
mean, do they have the power to go in and say, you have to
fix that, the porch fell off, you have to put it back?”

Currie: *“They would not. They could, of course, go to building
court when issues of that kind are addressed. Sonetines it
maybe hel pful for comunity nenbers to go to court and
encourage the court to take action against slumords or
owner s who are not mai nt ai ni ng their properties
appropriately.”

Bl ack: “Did this...did this evolve out of the old nei ghborhood
busting ta...tactics that used to be quite prevalent a few
years ago? [’m sure you'll recall, as | do, there would
be a runor that..”

Currie: “Panic peddling.”

Bl ack: “.racially or ethnically sonebody was noving into the
nei ghbor hood. Unscrupul ous realtors would then buy up the
property at, ya know, distressed prices, turn around and
make a good profit. |Is that where this cane fron®”

Currie: “I...1 believe that that is part of the history, the
genesis of the creation by statute of these comm ssions.”

Bl ack: “Okay. And...and this only inpacts Chicago, correct?”

Currie: “l believe that is right.”
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Bl ack: “And why...why is it necessary? | nean, on the one hand,
if I read your Amendnent and what you' ve told ne, on the

one hand, you're trying to protect nei ghborhood values. 1I...
|’ m not...that sounds |ike a good idea. But we’ve already
passed a Bill that holds assessnents... well, actually,
apprai sal ... caps assessnents to 7 percent and we were told
then that it’'s... was because of absolute skyrocketing
property values in Chicago. So, the two don’'t seem to be
insynch to ne.”

Currie: “Well, if th..remenber first of all, all this Amendnent
does is to nake a small change in the way an existing hone
equity comm ssion operates. So, the decision to create the
comr ssion was made nany years ago. In the second pl ace,
that overall there was a significant increase in property
val uations during the recent assessnent does not nean that
that increase applies in every neighborhood and certainly
doesn’t nean that it applies to every house.”

Black: “Ckay. But it would seemthat if...if you had a specific
term to serve and then you would nove on... these people
aren’t paid, | assune.”

Currie: “No, they are not paid.”

Bl ack: “Then why... why would they want to, in effect, have no
termIlimt? Wat, they would appointed and serve the rest
of their natural life? O..

Currie: *“No..no..no. So..so, it’'s..there are terns. But right

now, the statute prohibits anybody from serving nore than
two consecutive ternmns. Now, I'm not for termlimts. I

don’t know why term limts were part of this statute when
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the program was created. But the reality is the nmayor
makes the appointnents. Conmunity organi zations can

nom nate people to serve on the governing conmm ssion. And
| don’'t see any reason in the world..

Black: “All right. Well.”

Currie: “.why we should say to soneone who's served two years
or four years, ‘That’'s enough, we don’t want you anynore.’
So, all this Amendnent does would be to say that an
individual may be appointed to serve nore than two
consecutive terns.”

Bl ack: “And | intend to agree with you. But | see a scenario
where if sonebody is appointed by the mayor and serves 10,
12, 16, 20 years on this comission, they... obviously
they’re going to become very famliar with that area,
nei ghbor hood or what ever.

Currie: “Yes.”

Bl ack: “They see trends developing, gentrification. My... i's
there anything that would prohibit these people from buying
up properties, using their know edge of.. of what’'s
occurring in the neighborhood before the i ndividual
property owner mght have noticed or notification, buying
up sone properties and then making a nice profit as the
area... as many nei ghborhoods in Chicago are beginning to
gentrify, values go up very quickly. It would seemthat by
not limting their ternms, we may be putting sonme people at
a very advantageous position to perhaps nake a little noney

in the real estate market.”

09300152. doc 9



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

152nd Legi sl ative Day 6/ 30/ 2004

Currie: “Well, | just would point out that any conmunity
organi zation and we... of course there aren't.. we don't
establish by statute conmunity organizations. Any menber
of a community organization who chose to commt him or
herself to that activity over nany years would be in
precisely the sane situation.”

Bl ack: “But...but they wouldn’t be in a situation where they're
concentrating a great deal of their energy and effort on
property values. That’s the only thing that concerns ne.”

Currie: “Yes, but these are...these individuals are not the ones
that are doing the appraisals. They' re not the ones who

are assigning value.”

Bl ack: “Ckay. Al right. Does... does the nmyor appoint
Republ i cans to serve on these conm ssions? | know he m ght
have trouble finding some in Chicago, but |I’'m sure there

are sone there.”

Currie: “The mayor appoints with the consent of the corporate
authorities, the alderpeople, nine individuals, seven of
those he chooses nust cone from nom nees submtted by
comruni ty organi zations.”

Bl ack: “So, did | hear you correctly, the al...al derpersons in
Chi cago woul d perhaps reconmend appoi ntnents to the mayor?”

Currie: “No. \What | said was that the mayor, with the consent
of the corporate authorities, | think that neans al dernan,
with their consent the mayor appoints, but the myor
appoints based in part upon nomnations offered by

conmuni ty organi zations.”
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Black: “All right, fine. Thank you very nuch, Representative.
Thank you.”

Currie: “Thank you.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Question is, ‘Shall the Anendnent be
adopt ed?’ Those is favor say ‘yes’; those opposed say
‘no’. The ‘ayes’ have it. The Anendnent is adopted. Are

there any further Amendnents?”

Cl erk Mahoney: "No further Amendnents. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker WMadigan: “Put the Bill on the Order of Third Reading
M. Clerk, has the Bill been read? Can we read the Bill on
Third Readi ng today?”

Cl erk Mahoney: "The Bill has not been read a second tine,
previously and nust remain on Third Reading.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Well, put the Bill on the Oder of Third
Readi ng. On the Order of the Supplenental Calendar #1,
there appears a Mdtion by M. Reitz concerning House Bil
599. M. Reitz.”

Rei t z: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | have a Mdtion to Override
the Total Veto on House Bill 599. In... this... on the
Override Mdtion, this Bill, if you renenber, anends the
Downstate Firefighter’s Pension Code, establishes a new
surviving spouse annuity. It also added a conpound 3
percent annual increase for sur...surviving spouses. And

there was a clause in there to take care of... of
firefighters that died in the line of service. Their ...
their...the spouses and their surviving benefits for spouses
and children of firefighters that died in the Iline of
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service after 1988. There were six people that were
involved in that and |I’'d be happy to answer any questions.”
Speaker Madigan: “The Gentl eman noves to override the Governor.
| s there any di scussion? Representative Slone.”
Sl one: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Gentlenman yield?”
Speaker Madi gan: “The Sponsor yields."

Sl one: “Representative Reitz, can you tell us what the
Governor ...what reason the Governor gave for the Veto?”
Reitz: “Thank you. | appreciate that, probably should’ ve

mentioned that to start wth. But the CGovernor’s reason

was that said basically there is inportant choices in State
Governnment, to fund inportant services and prograns. He
t hought we should do that wthout asking the people of
II'linois to pay nore taxes. He remains commtted to...in
principle and cannot support this legislation because it
does have a provision in there that allows him to exenpt
bypass property tax caps. And he says he...that he thought
this would ask for a property tax increase, so therefore he
vetoed it.”

Sl one: “Thank you.”

Speaker Madi gan: “M. Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WIl the Sponsor
yield? Representative, this was...as | recall, we passed
this on a Conference Conmmttee Report. D d we not?”

Reitz: “Correct.”

Bl ack: “Do you have...l... 1 can’'t find in ny.. notes on the
conputer. \What was the vote? Wat was the final vote, do

you know?”
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Reitz: “I will pull it up. | think it was 80...85, 86 votes.”
Bl ack:  “Yeah... Representative Froehlich told ne it was...at nore

than 80 ‘aye’ votes.”

Reitz: *“Eighty-one.”

Bl ack: “Right?”

Reitz: “Yeah.”

Bl ack: “Let ne...let nme make sure that we’'re all on the sane
wavel ength here. This anmends the Downstate Firefighters
Pensi on Code. Correct?”

Reitz: “Correct.”

Bl ack: “It does not increase the pension of a firefighter.
Correct?”

Reitz: “Correct.”

Bl ack: “What it does do is to grant a rather nodest increase to
the spouse of a firefighter. In other words, a w dow, a

w dower, or the children of a firefighter who' s no |onger
l[iving. Correct?”

Rei t z: “Correct. It’s for the surviving spou... the
beneficiaries.”

Black: “And as | recall in the original discussion, it...it had
been sonme tinme since the, what we would normally refer to
as the w dow and orphans, survivor's benefits had been
i ncr eased. I...1 don’t remenber the exact nunber of years,
| apol ogi ze. But as | recall in our discussions, it..it
had been a nunber of years before this had been...prior to
this adjustnent.”

Reitz: “Right. That’'s correct. And | should also nention that

this also was an agreed Bill between the... basically the...
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the interests of the nunicipalities and the firefighters
and they con...contribute 1 percent.”

Black: “I...I"mglad you pointed that out, because this had been
negotiated for a considerable period of tinme between the
muni ci palities and the... firefighters and so forth. And
this does not include the City of Chicago Pension Code.”

Reitz: “Right. That’'s correct.”

Bl ack: “l1 think they had an adjustnent in their’s either this
General Assenbly or maybe the one just past. But it’s not
been very long ago that we addressed the Chicago
firefighters’ pension for wdow, orphans, children et
cetera. R ght?”

Reitz: “Right. M recollection was |ast year.”

Bl ack: “Ckay. Thank you very much, Representative. M.
Speaker, to the Mdtion. Ladies and CGentlenen of the House
first of all, let me..let me thank the Governor, and |I'm
not being facetious. The Governor could ve held this Bil
for a nunber of weeks. He did not have to take action on
it as quickly as he did. And I...and I|...1 think | was
negligent yesterday in not also thanking the Governor for
his rather pronpt action on Representative GOsnond' s Bill
about the school that has an unfortunate structural defect
in her district. The Governor, if he had wanted to play
ganes with this, could have waited until we were hone and
then vetoed the Bill and we would ve had to wait until the
Veto Session in the fa... in Novenber to cone back and
address that. So, |...1"massum ng that he did that Veto so

we woul d have our opportunity to vote not only on the...the
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school issue in Representative Osnond' s district but also

on the downstate firefighters that | nmaintain was an agreed

Bill. And again, he could ve held this Bill, could ve
vetoed it in late July or early August. And | ... |
appreciate his quick action. And as | said yesterday, |

don’t take a gubernatorial Veto lightly. But in this case,
in all due respect to the Governor, | disagree with him |
think it was an agreed Bill. This does not enhance a
firefighter’'s pension. It does give a reasonable anount of
noney to a surviving spouse and surviving children. And
every once in awhile, because of inflation, cost of |iving,
you have to revisit those issues. I think it was a fair
Bill. | think it passed with a healthy majority. | stand
in strong support of the Override Mdtion. And | would hope

that you could vote *aye

Speaker Madi gan: “Representative Currie.”

Currie: “Thank you. Question to the Sponsor. Representati ve
you were showing us the Veto nessage. It sounds as if the
Governor thought it was a very good idea to provide these
new benefits for firefighter w dows and orphans. Woul d

that be a fair characterization of the Governor’s Veto

nessage?”

Reitz: “That would be ny interpretation. He thought it was a
very good Bill.”

Currie: “But he found it objectionable that there was an
exenption to the tax cap. Now, I|...I would...l would wonder

whether if we’'d just sent himthe benefit increase, whether

he m ght not have signed it. But of course, that would ve
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meant that the |local governnents mght not have had a
mechani sm t hrough which they could pay for it. It seens to
me the responsible action here is to override the Veto of
House Bill 599 so we can do the right thing for the w dows
and orphans and we can make sure that the people who have
to pay those benefits have the resources so they can wite
t he checks. | think it was irresponsible of the Governor
to suggest that while our.. our commtnent was a good
commtnent, the fact that we were offering people a way to
pay for it was not to his liking. So, | would urge us to
joinin the effort to override this Veto.”

Speaker Madigan: “M. Reitz noves that this Bill pass, the Veto
of the Governor notw thstandi ng. This Mtion requires 71
votes and is final action. Those in favor signify by

voting ‘yes’; those opposed by voting ‘no’. Have all voted

who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? The Cerk shall take
the record. On this question, there are 74 people voting

yes’, 30 people voting
the required Three-fifths Majority, the Mtion to Override

no’. This Mtion, having received

prevails and the Bill is declared passed, notw thstanding
the Governor’s Veto. The Chair is prepared to adjourn.
M. Parke.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I’m just curious, as Menbers

are, as to what you foresee the upcom ng schedule to | ook

like. Again, many of us, if not all of us, have schedul ed

prograns over the 3rd and 4th and 5th of July and would

like to know what you foresee for us in the upcom ng days?”
Speaker Madigan: “M. Spark..M. Parke.”
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Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Madi gan: “There was an earlier question by
Representative Lindner, but let me repeat what | said
earlier which is that | had planned to announce tonorrow

that ny plan would be for the Menbers to be away from the
Capitol Building through the 4th of July holiday. However,
as you know from the Constitution, there’ s another person
involved in all of this who occupies an office sonetines
down on the second floor. All right?”

Par ke: “l appreciate that, M. Speaker. Let me ask, is there
anything as individual Legislators we can do to help
expedite the process to cone to sone kind of conclusion?
It’s been alluded by...by some people in the press, by sone
constituencies that individually as Legislators that we can
make sonet hing happen. |Is there anything that you see that
we can be doing as individually or collectively to expedite
the process to a concl usi on?”

Speaker Madigan: “Well, M. Parke, speaking for nyself, | think
all of the Menbers have done very well through this
i npasse, because all of you have held yourself available to
cone to Springfield when appropriate to vote on Bills that
were appropriate to resolution of the inpasse. Al of you
have worked very cooperatively and diligently with your
respective Leadership teans to express your views on the
construction of a budget and how the noney should be
distributed. So, | think it’s fair to say that all Menbers
have... have done their part. Ckay, that..that’'s ny view of
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the situation. There are always critics and... and so, |
think we just have to, ya know, stay the course.”

Parke: “Well, as a Menber of the |oyal opposition, | would say
that in nmy observation of how you’ ve run the chanber, that
| think you’ ve done a good job also, M. Speaker. And
that...1 think that.. on sone issues, | think, we wll be
unified as a...as a chanber on direction. And | would say
that, of course, as Republicans we stand ready to...to vote
on whatever |egislation conmes before us. And so, again,
t hank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Madigan: “Representative Currie for a Mdtion.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. I nove we suspend the posting
requirenments so that House Bill 7307 and House Resol ution
1064 might be heard in the Commttee on Human Services and
House Joi nt Resol uti on 93 in State Gover nnent
Adm ni stration.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Wen?”

Currie: “l believe tonorrow.”

Speaker Madi gan: “Ckay. M. Black agrees. You' ve all heard
the Lady’s Moti on. Is there |eave? Leave is granted and
the Mdtion is adopted. Representative Currie for a
Moti on.”

Currie: “To adjourn?”

Speaker Madigan: “l...1 believe that’s it, yes.”

Currie: “All right, | certainly do nove..

Speaker Madi gan: “The... the Lady noves that we...the stan...the

House stand adjourned until July 1 at 12 noon for a regul ar

Session. Those in support of that Mtion say ‘aye’; those

09300152. doc 18



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

152nd Legi sl ative Day 6/ 30/ 2004

opposed ‘no’. The ‘ayes’ have it. The Mdtion is adopted.
The House does stand adjourned until tonorrow, July 1, 12

noon.”
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