STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

123rd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 5/ 2004

Speaker Madi gan: “The House shall conme to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. W ask the Menbers and our
guests in the gallery to turn off their laptop conputers,
their cell phones and their pagers. And we ask the guests
in the gallery to rise and join us for the invocation. W
shall be led in prayer today by Pastor Joe WIllians of the
Second Baptist Church in Rock Island, [IIllinois. Past or
Wllians is the guest of Representative Pat Verschoore.”

Pastor WIIians: “First Tinmothy 2:1-4 reads, ‘Il urge you then
first of all that request prayer, intercession and
t hanksgi ving be nade for everyone for the kings and all
those in authority that we my live peaceful and quiet
lives in all odliness and holiness. This is good and
pl eases God, our Savior, who wants all nen to be saved and
to come to the know edge of truth.” Ch, King of Kings and
Lord of Lords, at whose nane we all shall bow, whose throne
i s...has been made strong. And we pray for the just and the
unjust and to all those who have authority and power in
this nation. We pray for our CGovernor and this Assenbly
and all the leaders of our nation who have been given
authority to govern. Grant that our hearts and mnds wll
be open to Your | eading. Gant that our will may seek to
adm nister justly anobng the ethic comunities of our
nati ons. Keep them from the arrogance of power and the
bl i ndness of nationalism Help them to know Thy way and
Thy roles as citizens of this country and of the world.

Special prayer for our nation, for our children, for the
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el derly, for arned forces, for our President, for all. In
the spirit of the one who gave hinself to all, Anen.”
Speaker Madi gan: "We shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance
by Representative M| I ner.”
MIlner — et al: *“l pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica and to the republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with Iiberty and justice

for all."

Speaker Madi gan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Currie.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. Pl ease let the record show that

there are no excused absences to report anong House
Denocrats today.”

Speaker WMadigan: "M. Bost.”

Bost : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Let the record reflect that
Representative Hultgren is excused today and that his...the
reason he is excused is because his fourth child is on the
way. ”

Speaker Madigan: "The Cerk shall take the record. There being
117 Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there
is a quorum present. Representative Pritchard.”

Pritchard: “Yes, M. Speaker, | rise for a point of personal
privilege.”

Speaker Madigan: "State your point. State your point.”

Pritchard: “I rise for a point of personal privilege. 1°d |like
to introduce 40 of ny young constituents. They’' re nenbers
of ... and students and staff from Focus House, which is

Friends O Children Under Supervision that are court-
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ordered youth to be part of a program that provides a safe
and structured environnment for youth. Through their
commitnent, the youth wll be given the opportunity to
develop self worth, responsibility and respect to enable
them to successfully return to their famlies and
communi ties. W would also today like to offer special
recognition to Gail Fader, the school’s nurse, who is
retiring this nonth after 14 years of service. Wuld these
youth and staff please stand up in the gallery.”

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Osnond.”

Gsnond:  “M . Speaker, a point of personal privilege.”

Speaker Madigan: "State your point.”

Gsnond:  “As a nmenber of the Antioch Rotary, we have two foreign
exchange students here as our guests up in the gallery.
Mel is from Turkey and G gi is from Brazil. Can we give
them a we...wel cone, please.”

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Chapa LaVia.”

Chapa LaVi a: “Good Morning, Speaker and thank you, Menbers of
t he House. I would like to tell everybody, happy G nco de
Mayo. ”

Speaker Madi gan: "All right. Ladi es and Gentlenen, we have a

special guest today so if the Menbers could please be in
their chairs and if the staff could retire to the rear of
the gallery. W' re very pleased to have the Irish Consul
assigned to the City of Chicago. M. Charles Sheehan is
the representative of the governnent of the Republic of
Ireland, responsible for Irish affairs in the Mdwestern

section of the United States of Anerica. He cones here
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today to offer remarks and greetings from his country to
all of wus and to all of the people of the State of
[11inois. So, it’s ny pleasure to present to you, M.
Charl es Sheehan, the Irish Consul in Chicago.”

Consul General Sheehan: “Thank you. And thank you, M.
Speaker, for those kind remarks. Honorable Menbers of this
House of Representatives, | am honored indeed to address
you both as Ireland’ s Consul General here in Illinois and
on behalf of the Irish Presidency of the European Union,
because nmany of you may be aware that the European Union
reached a historic landmark this weekend. And it is wth a
sense of history that | brought today with nme the original
printing of the address wth President John Fitzgerald
Kennedy gave in the Irish Parlianent just over 40 years ago

in the last summer of his tragically foreshortened life.

He had just visited Berlin before he cane to Irel and. He
had delivered a fanmpbus speech in which he says...said, ‘lch
bin ein Berliner’. He said that the United States would

stand with the people of West Berlin and stand for freedom
in Europe. His remarks in Ireland rem nded us of the role
that a small nation can play and especially in a divided
Europe at that tine. But | think his speech that day in
Dublin is best renmenbered for a quote from a famous Irish
witer, GCeorge Bernard Shaw, when he said, ‘Qher people
see things and say why, but | dream things that never were
and say why not? The dream of President Kennedy, the
dream which he shared with Europe, of a Europe whole and

free, is being realized in these days. When 10 new
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countries joined the European Union, each of them had spent
decades under Soviet dom nation, and now they are full and
equal nenbers of the European Union. Their accession has
increased the population of the European Union from 370
mllion to 450 mllion. The European Union is now the

| argest free trade zone in the world. It accounts for about

one quarter of the globe's GCDP. It is also a very
significant trade and investnent partner with Illinois. It
is estimated that 22 percent of Illinois’ exports in 2002
were...was to the European Union. It is also estimted that

4 mllion jobs here in the United States have been created
by European investnent in the United States, a fact that is
often neglected in debates on this matter. | should say
there are two other nenbers who... who are now joined the
Eur opean Union, Cyprus and Milta. And they bring their own
long history to the European Union and we welcone them
What | want to stress this norning is the support which the
United States has given over many decades to creating and
encour agi ng European cooperation. And we are grateful to
that support and to the welconme which President Bush gave
this weekend to this enlargenent. From an Irish
prospective, all nenbership of the European Union for over
30 years has been a key to our econonm c devel opnent. Many
of you will know that in the |ast decade particularly, the
Irish econonmy has been transforned. W are now a nation of
net immgration. Qur long history where our people were
forced to go abroad in the past to flee politica

oppression, but also to seek economc opportunity and
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particularly here in the United States, we have now turned
the tide in that. They're... At hone in Ireland, we can
of fer opportunity to all our young people. But | do not
underestimate the task that faces the European Union. The
new nenber states, while they account for 20 percent of the
popul ation, only account for 5 percent of its CDP. That
means we nust find the ways to encourage them to devel op
conpetitive econom es. And many of them have |ooked to
Ireland as a nodel to nove their econom es forward and have
taken inspiration from our experience in the European
Uni on. This mlestone, the enlargenent of the European
Union, was long anticipated and is the product of many
years of hard work. But the Irish Presidency of the
Eur opean Union now faces another great challenge, which is
the adoption of a new European Union Constitution. W in
Europe recognize that we need new and nore effective
met hods of working together. The methods which served for
the original six nenbers of the European Union wll no
| onger serve in a union of 25. The Irish Prime Mnister,
Taoi seach Bertie Ahern, has undertaken to |ead the European
Uni on towards an agreenent on the new constitution in md-
June. Two weeks later, he will welcome President Bush to
Ireland, and they will discuss in a sunmt neeting of the
E.U and the U.S. They wll discuss the full range of
cooperation between the E U and U S. Because very often
we read about issues of dispute between the E U and U S.,
i ssues concerning trade mtters, bananas, genetically

nodi fi ed organisns and so on. But, the reality is that
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there is a trenendous range of areas in which the US is

cooperating effectively with the E.U for the betternent of
both continents. And that is what will be enphasized when

President Bush visits Ireland on the 26th of June. In
conclusion, I'd like to say a few words about the peace
process in Northern Ireland, because | know many of you

here have shown an interest in the efforts to nove fromthe
hi storical divisions into a new and peaceful situation. W
are very grateful for that support and that interest. The
Good Friday Agreenment was the |andmark and renmins the
tenplate for the future of Northern Ireland and for the
future of the whole island. It’s based on the idea of
part ner shi p, partnership within Northern Ireland, a
partnership between North and South in the island and
indeed a partnership between Ireland and the United
Ki ngdom Because the two governnents in Dublin and London
are working closely to fulfill the full prom se of the Good
Friday Agreenent. Regrettably, in recent tines it has not
been possible for the parties in Northern Ireland to have
the level of trust and confidence that’s required to work
fully, the institutions, the elected institutions under the
Good Friday Agreenent. As a result, the Assenbly in
Northern Ireland and the Executive in Northern Ireland have
been in suspension for over 18 nonths. Last weekend after
they net to welconme the new nenbers of the European Union

Prime Mnister Tony Blair and our Prinme Mnister Taoi seach
Bertie Ahern had detailed discussions, and they conmtted

thenselves to a roadmap to getting those institutions up

09300123. doc 7



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

123rd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 5/ 2004
and running again. There will be European Union elections

in Ilreland, North and South of the border in June.

| medi ately after those elections, the two Prine Mnisters

and the parties in Northern Ireland wll undert ake
i ntensive negotiations. There are difficult issues to
addr ess. There... the parties concerned nust live up to

their responsibilities and particularly in regard to an end
to paramlitarism to violence. But we believe that with
goodwi Il on all sides and with the support that we have had
from our friends in the United States, from successive
adm ni strations, from our friends in Congress, and indeed
from our many friends here in Illinois, with that support
and encouragenent, the parties will find a way forward and
will bring to the people of Ireland the full prom se of the
Good Friday Agreenent. | thank you for your attention.”

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Sheehan is going to spend sone tine in
the well for those of you who wish to visit with him and
have some personal discussions regarding Irish affairs.
And we know how they’ve dom nated this country. So, enjoy
your conversations, M. Sheehan. M. Cerk. On page 10 of
the Calendar, on the Oder of Senate Bills-Third Reading,
there appears Senate Bill 2112. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 2112, a Bill for an Act in relation
to taxes. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker ©Madi gan: "Representative Currie.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. This is
the Property Tax Relief Act of 2004. The neasure contains

several different provisions. First, let ne begin wth
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those that are statewide in their inplications. The... the
Bill would increase the Senior Homest ead Exenption

statewi de to $3 thousand and increase the General Honestead
Exenption statewide to $5 thousand. This proposal earlier
passed the House this season under the |eadership of
Representatives Cross and Bl ack. Second, the neasure woul d
increase the eligibility for the Senior Honmestead Freeze
from the current income limt of $40 thousand to $45
t housand. And finally, the Bill would adopt a version of
the 7 percent solution that we have earlier discussed on
this House Fl oor. This nmeasure would enabl e county boards
to, by vote, provide for additional property tax relief to
honeowners and that relief would be organized on the
proposition that valuation increases above 7 percent woul d
not be subject to tax up to $20 thousand on increased
assessed val uation. The earlier version this House saw
capped the cap at $25 thousand. There is one additional
change, and that is that should there be an end to that
t hree-year program then |owincone individuals, honeowners
with incomes below $30 thousand, if their property val ues
increased by nore than $20 thousand...nore than 20 percent
would be eligible for an additional one tinme only $5
t housand exenption. |1'd be happy to answer your questions

and |1’ d appreciate your support for passage of Senate Bill

2112.”
Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie noves for the passage
of the Bill. The Chair recognizes M. Eddy.”
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Eddy:

“Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Madi gan: " Sponsor..

Eddy:

Curri

Eddy:

Curri

Eddy:

Curri

“Representative, ny understanding is that this Bill now

has a provision that’'s described as hold harnless for
school district? Could you...could you explain what that
exactly neans for school s?”
e: “For purposes of school aid fornula, the changes in...in
the... the.. the tax relief we are offering homeowners wll
not be <calculated in ternms of the ability of those
districts to receive state school ai d. So, we
traditionally do this. The idea is that we’'re giving sone
relief, but we don't want that relief to turn out to create
havoc wth the state school aid formnula. And we don’t
want, for exanple, those counties that opt into the 7
percent solution to be getting windfall paynents for their
school districts because there is sone relief for prop...for
homeowners.”

“So, in...in those areas where there is a greater than 7
percent increase, the anount that’'s calculated against
| ocal effort in the fornmula is limted to the anount that
t hose school districts were able to | evy agai nst?”

e: Yes, yes. So...so...so, the fact that they decided to...
to opt into this programw |l not nean that they are going
to get additional state school aid dollars.”

“They... they wll not get additional state schoo
doll ars..
e: “Right.”
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Eddy: “...or those dollars won’t be counted against their GSA
cal cul ati on?”

Currie: “That’s right. So, we're trying to make sure that

Eddy:

Curri
Eddy:

Curri

Eddy:

Curri

t hese changes don’t say that if a county gives honeowners
property tax relief, then we’'re going to let those counties
take nore from the school aid fornula than they otherw se

woul d have been entitled to.”

“Ckay. I'’m..1"’ma little confused. It’s probably the
way |'m asking the question. I|.. |l want to try it again
because I'm..I’m not quite understanding the exact effect

on the portion of the school aid fornmula where the schools
EAV is taken..
e: “Right.”

“.tinmes the rate. That dollar ambunt wll be the anount

they’'re allowed to levy for, not the full amunt of the
i ncrease?”
e: “lt..the levy won't matter. Wat’'s going to matter is
the EAV for purposes of the school aid formula. And the
EAV will be calculated as it really exists, not as it...in
fact... becones the basis for the levy should a county opt
into the 7 percent solution.”

“So, wth that.. in that case, there wll not be
addi tional pressure on general state aid because the | ocal
effort is being limted to the anmobunt that was coll ected.
And there won't be the.. the loss there nmade up for in
general state aid?”

e: “Those counties that decide to opt for the 7 percent

solution will not get a windfall.”

09300123. doc 11



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

123rd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 5/ 2004
Eddy: “Okay. So, they will be limted to collecting the 7
percent locally and not nake it up in general state aid?”

Currie: *“That’'s exactly right.”

Eddy: “The other...the other issue that | have regardi ng general
state aid pressures have... have to do with the exenptions.
Has there been a calculation of the additional general
state aid necessary to nmake up for the total anount of
additional exenptions on EAV that wll be collected
| ocal |l y? Because that nunber still goes into the formula
on local effort as is. Is there a way to know that
anmount ?”

Currie: “I don't...1 don’t...I do not have the answer. | don’t
think that there is at this point. | haven’t seen any
nunbers.”

Eddy: “I'f we raise the...the standard exenption by $15 hundred
and...and | understand that to be...you don’t have to opt in
for that. That’'s sonething..”

Currie: “That would be statewide and in fact you' ve already
voted to support that proposition.”

Eddy: *“..So...so, that would autonmatically occur. That's not an
opt in.”

Currie: “Right.”

Eddy: “Wien we do that statew de, that exenption will create in

the state aid fornmula a |esser anount tinmes the cal cul ated
rate for your district or if you're... youre a dual or
what ever type of district. My question is... That then is
made up in general state aid. Because you are now being

charged |l ess against that rate than you woul d ve had that

09300123. doc 12



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

123rd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 5/ 2004

Curri
Eddy:

Curri

Eddy:

Curri
Eddy:
Curri

Eddy:

Curri

Eddy:
Curri

exenption been | ower. Do we know how nmuch that m ght put
pressure on general state aid?”

e: “l...1 think the answer is that since this is statew de,
it shouldn’t really make any difference.”

“The...the..”

e:. “And of course the effect wll depend on what nonies go
in, what nonies we appropriate to the state school aid
formula.”

“.Rght. And..and that’s where the pressure would cone.
Because there would be nobre noney necessary to put into
general state aid because you would be collecting |ess
| ocal |y because the exenption goes up. And that’s..

e: “Well, of course..

“.what |’ m wondering.”

e: “.1t depends on what part of the state you're in, if
you have tax caps or if you don't. It beconmes a very
conplicated question. There may indeed be nore pressure on
the state school aid formula, but | think we're already
feeling the pressure on the state school aid formula
Wi thout ...without regard to this Bill.”

“So, would it be a fair statement to make that there’'s
likely to be sonme additional pressures on the general state
aid entitlenment anount necessary, but there’s no way of
know ng exactly how nmuch that’s gonna be?”

e: “Not..not..not a chance in the world that we could tel
at this point.”

“Until it happens and...and then we’' |l know..”

e: “l don't know that..
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Eddy: “.in that budget year?”

Currie: “.we’ |l know in another year. ["m.. I would be
surprised if we knew before we finish this Spring Session.”

Eddy: “Ckay. Thank you. The ot...the other question | have to
do is wth mlti-county tax... nulti-assessnment bodies...
mul ti-counti es. Sonme school districts, for exanple, span
two, three, four...l know of one that’s in five...levies in
five different counties. How will that levy be affected by
this? In PTELL, all of the...the taxing bodies have to opt
in or vote in. Is it the sanme for this or will you |evy
differently in those two or three counties?”

Currie: “So, you' re asking if one county opts into the 7 percent
sol ution and another does not, then |I think they would | evy
differently in those districts. Yes.”

Eddy: “Ckay. So, there's... there's not the sanme type of
requirenent that in those nulti-county taxing districts or
bodies that all opt in before the cap is...is..

Currie: “No.”

Eddy: “..Okay. kay. Thank you very much. | appreciate the
answer to the question. M. Speaker, to the Bill. Ladies
and CGentlenen of the House, | understand the necessity for

STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

property tax relief. M concern with this particular piece
of legislation is two-fold. First, | have a concern that
we... we cannot calculate the dollar anmount of pressure that
this is gonna put on general state aid entitlenent
necessary to fund general state aid after the |ocal effort
calculation is affected by the additional exenptions. W

don't know if it’s 1 mllion, we don't know if it’s 100
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mllion. W know it’s gonna have an effect. That concerns
me. The other thing that concerns nme is the potential in
multi-county taxing districts for the confusion and for the
shift of the... the costs of doing business to go to one
county because they either opt in or opt out. Those
concerns need to be addressed. This...this particul ar piece
of legislation does not begin to solve the issue of
property tax relief and reform | urge us to go back, | ook

at a nore conprehensive approach and | strongly, strongly

urge that on behalf of school districts that you vote ‘no
to this. W send it back and we do sonething substantive
with this property issue, instead of trying another Band-
Aid that won’t work. Thank you.”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Wnters.”

Wnters: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields.”

Wnters: “Representative, I'mcurious if you have any kind of a
fiscal analysis of what savings you intend for this Bill or
think this Bill will have for property owners?”

Currie: *“Depends on...first of all, everybody is going to get an
increase in the honestead exenption. If they are seniors,
that will increase as well. Shoul d their |ocal county opt
in to the 7 percent solution, there would be additional
relief available, but it would depend on the increase in
value and the actual price...the value of the hone. I’ ve
got sone nunbers here sonewhere. Ckay. Here’'s an exanple
A honme that’s worth $100 thousand that has increased in

mar ket val ue 30 percent coul d expect a savings of $887.”
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Wnters: “Eight hundred dollars?”

Curri e: “Which woul d... 887, an increase of 572 from what the
current honestead exenption would be.”

Wnters: “Do you have any kind of nunber how many... how many
homes we might be |ooking at that would...there has to be
sone kind of figure out there floating around of what kind
of property tax savings? | nean there are going to be a
| ot of canpaign brochures witten on this. I woul d think

that you’d have an analysis of how nuch you're saving the

peopl e.”
Currie: “Well, one difficulty is we don't know what the |evy
will be. So, you can’t...w thout know ng what the levy wll

is...what the rate is..

Wnters: “But..
Currie: *“.you can't be sure..
W nters: “..as an economst, we all nake assunptions. And |

woul d assune..”

Currie: “.And...and that..
Wnters: “.sonebody is naking an assunption.”
Curri e: “..Ri ght. The assunptions that | would...that | based

this on were exactly the assunptions we have. And we know
that in Chicago, for exanple, the average value for...
val uation i ncrease was about 35 percent.”

W nters: “You nentioned that everybody statewi de would get a
hi gher exenption, but is it only an exenption increase if
property val ues are rising?”

Curri e: “No, that would be the... an increase in the GCeneral

Homest ead Exenpti on..”
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Wnters: “But ..”
Curri e: “.to $5 t housand. Thi s was t he Bill t hat

Representatives Cross and Black passed in this chanber

earlier. And for seniors, the increase would be to $3

t housand. ”
W nt ers: “Well, ny understanding though is that there was a
base | evel when we put the honmestead exenption in. |f your

mar ket val ues have not gone above that base |evel, you're
not able to fully take advantage. You can’t sinply
subtract off the honmestead exenption if your hone val ues
are | ower than the base year.”

Currie: “That’s right, but.. but basically what we’'re doing is
changing the base year and saying $5 thousand will be the
val ue of the General Honestead Exenption.”

W nters: “Regardl ess... regardl ess of whether or not that hone
has gone up in value fromany...any base year.”

Currie: “Well, we're talking about...it...it cones in and when
you get to the equalized assessed value, ya know, if a
house is not...a honme is not worth nore than that, then that
woul dn’t do you any good. But | believe nost people in the
state wll see sone benefit from the increase in the
honest ead exenption, and if they are seniors, they would
see sone benefit from the increase in that exenption as
wel | .”

W nters: “I...1 grant that nost wll, but there probably are
nmore than a few cases where people are not able to even

today fully use that...the honmestead exenption.”
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Currie: “In...in ny part of the world, | think nost people have

nore than used up the current honestead..
Wnters: “That’s..

Currie: “.and the senior exenption.”

Wnters: “.that’s your part of the world; that’s not the entire
State of Illinois though and that’s the point I'mtrying to
meke. That this...this is trying to address a situation,

much of it driven by the triennial assessnent of the..
Currie: “Well..

Wnters: “.of Cook County.”
Currie: “..Excuse me, that..as | said earlier, the increase in
the general and the senior exenptions cane from

Representative Bl ack, who does not conme fromny part of the
worl d.”

Wnters: “Correct.”

Currie: “He cones fromDanville. And it’s ny understanding..”

Wnters: “But..

Currie: “.this is an issue he’'s been working on for many years,
because he believes that the «current I|evel of the
exenptions is not adequate to respond to the needs of
honmeowners st atew de.”

W nters: “I...1 understand that. But, the underlying and the
part of the Bill that I'Il probably have the nost... npst
problem with is pretty much Cook County specific. And
that’s where the 7 percent solution that we tal ked about.
| have one analysis...just to put a nunber out there, and
again this is based on assunptions by the Chicagol and
Chanber, that the shift would be approxinmately or at | east
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679 mllion. Now, that was on House Bill 850. 1'd like to
know what differences there mght be..

Currie: “1”m happy, sure, happy to answer that. First of al
that shift would have been over a 3-year period.”

Wnters: *“.Ckay.”

Currie: “The G vic Federation puts the nunber over that three
year period, | believe, at under 300 mllion. And | would
just point out that the total value, the total |Ievied

anmount in Cook, is sonething like $26 billion. So, a 1.4

percent shift on a base of 26 billion over three years with
a total shift of under 300 mllion over those three years
is not a very significant shift. And | would rem nd you

that, at least in Cook County, the proportionate share of
the real estate tax paid by honeowners as against
comercial and industrial property has risen significantly
over the last ten years, so that honeowners are now payi ng
nore than half of the property tax bill. There’s been a
shift toward...

Wnters: “Mybe...that m ght..

Currie: *“.the honeowner and...
Wnters: “.that m ght be because..
Currie: “.what this Bill would do would be to begin to nmake a

corrective.”

W nters: “.that mght be that because there’s been a shift in
property wealth away from business and toward...and comrerce
and towards the honeowner, where they actually have nore
wealth that they can go to the bank and borrow agai nst than

a hone... than a business owner faced with ever-increasing
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taxes, faced wth conpetition worldw de. There’s no
wealth, there’'s nobody bidding on that building because
there’ s excess capacity. So, when he goes to the bank, the
bank says, ‘W can’'t l|loan you any nore noney. The market
value is not going up.” O course, the property tax is
gonna shift away. | would like to ask a little bit just to
clarify. As | wunderstand it, is it six units and above or
six units and below that qualify for this? There...there's
a distinction there.”

Currie: “I believe it’'s six...six units and bel ow and that would
be owner occupied...”

Wnters: “Ckay.”

Currie: “.an owner-occupied, six flat.”

Wnters: “Primarily single-famly residential, but also up to a
six flat?”

Currie: “And co-ops, condom niuns as well.”

Wnters: “Ckay.”

Currie: “So, if it’s owned by...if it’s a departnent building
but the ownership is individual, either a co-op or a condo,
that would apply as well. But, | believe..

W nters: “But, I...1 just wanted to nake it clear that |arger

apartnment buildings where a nunber of occupants, they're
not going to qualify for this tax shift.”

Currie: *“That’s correct.”

Wnters: “And business and commerce again will not qualify for
this? We're talking... 300 mllion. Now, was that over 100
mllion a year or was it 300 mllion a year?”

Currie: “A hundred...around a 100 mllion a year.”
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W nters: “Oh, that...that’s a nice headline, a $100 mllion a

year shift to Chicago business. A shift..

Currie: “lI’'mtalk..”

Wnters: “.to people s whose property wealth is going up.”

Currie: *“.That’'s Cook...that’s Cook County. And we're talking a
base of 26 billion. The real question is..

Wnters: “l don't care what the base is if you' re tal king..

Currie: “.the reality..

Wnters: “.100 million, it’'s still $100 nmillion.”

Currie: “.And the reality is that the...that because val uations

have gone significantly up, both for commerci al and
residential in Cook, the chances are good that the rates
will drop. So, it is not likely that the others will see
an increase in their |evies. They’'re likely to see a
decrease, but the decrease may not be great as it otherw se
coul d have been.”

Wnters: “Correct. Al ...all things considered, they will see
nore taxes after this Bill ri..passes than they would have
if this Bill did not pass.”

Currie: “But the taxes will be | ower than they were | ast year.”

Wnters: “So where’'s the extra noney comng fron? The taxing
districts are not accepting fewer dollars from the
t axpayer.”

Currie: “I think we just agreed that there was a very
insignificant shift fromthe homeowners to other..

Wnters: “It’s.”

Currie: *“.properties.”
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W nters: “.100 mllion, to me 100 mllion is still a
significant nunber. Maybe it’s not significant to you,
but ..

Currie: “Well, out of..

Wnters: “.it is to ne.”

Currie: “.a $26 billion base, 100 million is not a |ot. You

know there are wnners and losers every tinme there’'s a
reassessnent, every tinme we figure out what our tax bills
woul d Dbe. My point is that it is not likely with this
amount of shift that there wll be increased taxes for

anybody because the rate is likely to cone down.”

W nters: “Is this means tested at all? I1t...pick out anybody
in..

Currie: “Well, the.

Wnters: *“.Chicago that has a..

Currie: “.the increase in the senior honestead freeze..!

Wnters: *“.Ckay.”

Currie: “.is neans tested. That goes..

Wnters: “The 7 percent solution..

Currie: “.statewide from40 mllion to...40...%$40 thousand annua

i ncone to 45 t housand.”

Wnters: “.The 7 percent solution, however, is not neans
t est ed?

Currie: “Wth..with only the exception that under this Bill, if
the 7 percent solution, when it sunsets, if it is not

restored, then |ower inconme honmeowners, those with incones

of $30 thousand or |ess, who see increase val uations above
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20 percent would be for one cycle eligible for a...another
honest ead exenption worth $5 thousand.”

W nt ers: “And you actually believe that in three years we’'ll
let this sunset? O .. or are you predicting that the
market’ s driving higher values are going to be as soft
enough in three years that this won't be an...an issue?”

Currie: “I think it’s hard to predict what goes on in the rea
estate market, but | do believe that that market, |Iike
every other in the business world, is cyclical and it is

certainly possible that the current housing price bubble

w il have burst in three year’s tine. And the need for
this especial break wll not be as urgent as it seens to be
t oday.”

Wnters: “Well, 1 would submt that this will be the sane as

the tenporary incone tax increase of 1989 that 15 years
|ater we’'re still going to see the 7 percent solution
extended by this Legislature.”

Currie: “Well, that will be a decision for another GCenera
Assenbly, Representative.”

Wnters: “Correct.”

Speaker WMadi gan: "M. Wnters, could you bring your remarks to
a cl ose?”
W nters: “Certainly. To the Bill, Speaker. | think we're

| ooking at a Cook County property tax assessnent system
that is fatally flawed, and we’'re putting Band-Aids on that
system VWhat we should be doing is finding a shovel so
that we could bury that entire system Make Chi cago, make
Cook County like the rest of the state, where they actually
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see their assessnents redone every year, where we' re not
witing special rules that help the people in Cook County,
but don’t help the people who are in the rest of the state.
Let’s not put the Band-Aids on that shifts the burden
additionally to Chicago business, that tries to |ook for
the deep pockets and go after them and try to put the tax
savings here into the fattest pockets. The people that
have their homes or apartnents that are escalating in price
nost rapidly, those are the ones getting the shift. The
Tribune ran an editorial, or excuse ne, an article, about

the... the savings to sone of the leaders in this GCeneral

Assenbly where their tax bill wll actually go down in
dollars. Sonebody is gonna nmake up that burden. 1It’s not
gonna be the wealthy; it wll be the poor. It will be the
apartment dwellers and will be the enployers who therefore

cannot pay wages to their enployees and who cannot expand

business in Illinois. It’s another job-busting Bill. It’s
bad for the state and | certainly encourage a ‘no vote.
Thank you.”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Sullivan.”

Sul l'ivan: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields.”

Sullivan: “Yes, Representative, in conmttee, Assessor Houlihan
di scussed tax rates and that because Cook County has a
tremendous anount of value going into it that their tax
rate will go down. |Is that correct?”

Currie: “I believe he was talking about the total tax rates
that would apply in Cook or in the Gty of Chicago.”
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Sullivan: “Right.”
Currie: “Hs point was that when there is increase in

Sul | i
Curri
Sul | i

Curri
Sul i

Curri
Sul I'i

Curri

val uation, which there has been, particularly in Chicago
under this triennial assessnment, that the expectation is
that the rate would drop.”

van: “So..

e: “Nobody knows by what anount.”

van: “.Well, he actually gave us sonme specific nunbers.

He also said that because if...or if the 7 percent solution
is enacted in Cook County, realizing that they can opt in,
but should they opt in, that while it wll still fall,
it’ll be higher than what it could have been. Is that a
fair assessment?”

e: “Say that again.”

van: “Well ... well, we know the rate is gonna fall

Assessor Houlihan said that if the county opts into the 7

percent solution that the rate will be higher slightly than
what it could have been while still being below I ast
year’'s.”

e: “That’s right. That's exactly right.”

van: “So, that’'s in Cook County. \What is happening in the
rest of the state? |1s that gonna be applicable to the rest
of the state?”

e: “l would...think it depends first of all on whether the
county decides to opt in and that decision may be triggered
by the question, ‘Wat has happened to valuation within the
count y?’ And that determi nation would... would be...if the

val ues are not rising at any kind of speed...
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Sullivan: “Well, |I’mjust tal king about rates, though.”

Currie: “.counties may choose not to participate.”

Sul l'i van: “Ckay. What now... what ... we al so tal ked about schoo

Curri

Sul i

districts and obviously, we’ ve.. we’'ve |ooked at the
anal ysis and every school group or organization is opposed
to this at this point. Wat happens if a school district...
certain funds are at their maxinmum tax rate right now,

shoul d their county opt into this?”

e: “Well, many of these...l nmean ny understanding fromthe
assessor’s office and from others is that schools wll not

| ose under the 7 percent solution. Now, there may be sone
guestions, what happens statew de because of the increase
in the homestead exenption and the senior exenption, the
legislation that Representative Cross and Representative
Black so successfully wurged you to support earlier this
season. But, when it conmes to the 7 percent solution, if a
county opts in, at least the counties where there are
capped tax rates, the schools will be able to make up that

di fference.”

van: “Ckay. Thank you. l...1 don't want to keep going
over these points that people have already tal ked to. M.

Speaker, to the Bill. In the rest of the counties, tax

rates are rising and let me point out just a few of them

t hroughout our fair land here. If you live in Coal Gty,
in 1999 your tax rate was 5.25. This last year it was
6.27; the tax rate is rising. |If you live in Vernon H s,

the tax rate in 1999 was 7.136; this last year it was
8. 426. If you live in Kankakee, the tax rate was 9.925;
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this last year it was 10.7. And if you live in Mindel ein,
where | live, the tax rate was 8.3 and this |ast year 8.69.
So, in the rest of the state, tax rates are rising. So, if
the 7 percent solution is opted in, the rates wll rise
even hi gher. So, | just wanted to point that out for
everybody. Also, the school districts are opposed to this
because if you are at your maxinmum rate, and you opt into
this program they are going to |ose noney. I n Waukegan,
we wor ked out district 60 where seven of their funds are at
their maximum rate right now. They are standing to |ose
close to a quarter mllion doll.. $300 thousand if that
county opts in. That is where the school districts are
tal king about |osing noney and that is an absolute fact.
Ladies and Gentlenen, if we pass this, there certainly are
uni n... uni ntended consequences and we talked about that.
Many people are gonna look at this as tax relief. But, in
the rest of the counties, their rates are gonna be higher.
And when they don’t see tax relief, they re gonna cone back
here and say, what happened. And I think we gotta be ready
to look at that and beware of what is going on there. Wen
the schools start |osing noney, they' re going to be asking
for tax referenduns. And when the referenduns cone on, the

tax bills are gonna be going higher. It’s an endless
cycl e. That is the unintended consequence of this Bill
And | really think you need to look at your school

districts in your area specifically to see if this is gonna
wor k outside of Cook County. And that is the...the biggest

pr obl em So, | know we’'ve belated this...this point and
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tal ked about it quite a bit. I think you just need to

t hi nk about your area and really talk to your schools, talk

to your county assessors and ask them what’s going on and

whet her this is gonna be beneficial. Thank you very nuch.”
Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Eileen Lyons.”
Lyons, E.: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Madigan: "Sponsor yields.”

Lyons, E.: “Representative, can you tell me what the w nners
and | osers that were nentioned by previous speakers, if you
can estimte what apartnent dwellers wll be paying in
increased rents as a result of this |egislation?”

Currie: “The...the best information we have, and it’s inconplete
cause we don’t know what the rates will be, but the best

information we have is that in the Cty of Chicago, for

exanple, the rate wll be |ower. So, the owner of that
apartnment building is likely to have a lower tax bill or at
| east a...a...could well have a lower tax bill depending on

how val ues actually worked for that building next year than
did last year. The armount of the... of the rate however
woul d be marginally higher, because this...we talked about
the shift over the three year period of each year sonething

around $100 mllion.”

Lyons, E.: “Well, you...you paint a rosy perspective. |’ m not
sure that’s gonna be the case, but.. to the Bill, M.
Speaker . I’m very concerned because this is being offered

as a panacea for property tax relief and, as was nentioned,
there are going to be winners and |osers. There are those

who are going to receive the mracle drug and the rest of
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them are going to see...receive a placebo. There are those
who are, as was nentioned earlier, are gonna be w nners and
t hat are the honeowners in affluent, appreci ating
residential areas. The |losers are gonna be all homeowners
with less than 7 percent depreciation, tenants of rental
apartnments, as | nentioned earlier, comercial industrial
owner s, and particularly small property owners, j ob
seekers, enployees, state schools and | ocal governnments and

first tinme homeowners and buyers of residential real estate

property. ... you know, this is a piece of |I|egislation,
Ladi es and CGentlenen, that you are being dared to vote ‘no’
for. It’s going to be a tenplate for canpai gn pieces that

so-and-so Representative voted agai nst property tax relief.

This is making a very conplicated classification systemin
Cook Count ... Cook County even nore conplicated. | really am
di sappointed that this is our only option to address
property tax relief, because there are other pieces of
| egislation that are not as...as harnful as this |egislation
is, because as | said, it is going to...there are going to
be winners and there are going to be |osers. And
unfortunately, the losers are going to.. are going to be
anot her instance where this state says to businesses in
this state, ‘You are not welcone.” And that’s very popul ar
with the public because the public says, ‘Oh, businesses
has all kinds of noney.’ But businesses are the enpl oyers
in this state. They’'re the ones that maintain and create
jobs in this state. And we keep sending them the nessage,

“You’'re not wel cone.’ And we are going to live to regret
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this |egislation. | would ur...urge ny colleagues to vote
‘no’.”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Black.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WIl the Sponsor
yi el d?”

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields.”

Bl ack: “Representative, |1’ve heard you nention now on three

occasions in response to questions that in your opinion the

tax rate in the Gty of Chicago will probably fall. Dd..
did | hear correctly?”

Currie: “That’s correct.”

Black: “lIs it a safe assunption then to say that the tax rate,

the property tax rate, for the Chicago Public Schools wll
probably fall?”

Currie: “No, because they...they are capped, but they wll be
able to access up to the cap with or without the...the | ower
rate.”

Bl ack: “That...that..

Currie: “That’s the point. They will...in order to access the

noni es they need under the cap, they would have to go to a
| ower rate because of the cap.”

Black: “All right. That...that’'s an inportant point because it...
under the current school aid forrmula, if your local effort
is reduced, vyour state aid is reduced by.. on acco...
dependi ng upon how.. how low the local effort goes or how
much less local effort is made, that would then inpact how
much state aid you receive. Let...let ne...let ne try and

pursue sonething along that Iine. How... how many counti es
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Curri

do you think... of the 100... 102 counties in Illinois, how
many counties do you think would receive a significant

property tax relief under this Bill?”

e: “Well, it depends on which counties decide to opt in to
the 7 percent solution portion of the Bill. And |I do not

know whet her nany counties or few counties would decide to
go that route. | know there is interest in Cook County in
this 7 percent solution. But we’'ve not been able to
identify another county that says...a county board that says
that it is for certain going to go that wa...that route. 1I...
| think that whole proposition really only works... becones
attractive if there have been significant increases in
val ue. And in sonme parts of the state, there are not

hugely i ncreasing home prices and they would be less likely

to participate.”

Black: “Il...1 think that’s a very honest answer, Representative,
and in fact, | would think that the vast mpjority of the
102 counties in this state would not see any or...well, et

Curri

me change that, would not see significant relief fromthis
Bill because there are only a handful of counties where you
are experiencing that... that are experiencing rapid,
extremely rapid, increases in assessed value. But..”

e: “And in nost of the...because of the statew de proposa
to increase the general honmestead and the senior honestead
exenptions to the extent that there are some increases,
that increase in the exenption level may well keep the...the

steamfromrising, keep the lid on the pot.”
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Bl ack: “Let me just ask your opinion of an article that

Curri

appeared in the Tribune on April 22, ’04. The title was,
‘Property Tax Reform Ofers Twist’. And it nentions Mayor
Dal ey, President of the Senate Jones and Speaker Madi gan
And goes on to say if...that if this Bill should becone | aw
their...their tax bill would actually go down. Was t hat
article accurate, fairly accurate, or how would you portray
that ar...that article?”

e: “First of all, if the tax rates do down, it’'s
concei vable that a | ot of people will have lower tax bills.
But, the problem with that article is that nobody knows
what the rate is going to be. And we do know at various
|l evels of rate, which have not yet been determ ned, we do
know that a |arge nunber of honeowners in the Cty of
Chi cago whose val uations have skyrocketed that they will be
payi ng significantly nore. Now, many of them under the 7
percent solution would continue to do so since there's a
cap on the 7 percent cap at $20 thousand in EAV. And
according to the assessor’s office, there are significant
nunbers of honeowners whose val uati ons went well beyond the

20 thousand that is the cap in this neasure.”

Bl ack: “Do you have any idea... have you asked staff to give you
any idea...and I...l know this has come up before, but |
really didn't hear an answer. There is a hold harmess

Curri

clause in this Bill.”

e: “For the state school aid fornula.”

Bl ack: “Yes.”

Curri

e: “You are correct.”
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Bl ack: “Yes. Has... we have tried, | have asked staff to try.

We cannot...we are unable to get any kind of a figure as to

what ... the kind of dollars that my be necessary to

i npl enment a hold harml ess should this Bill becone |aw.”

Currie: “No, I'm.

Bl ack: “Has your staff been able...

Currie: “.Sorry, that..there..

Bl ack: “.to get any estinate?”

Currie: “..No, no, no. |’m sorry, | nust have m sunderstood
you, Representative. The point is that the change in
valuation will not be reflected in the state’s school aid
fornul a. So, there wll not be a wndfall for school

districts in a county that opts into the 7 percent
solution. The state school aid formula will treat the real
valuation as relevant for purposes of the calculation,
rather than the resulting valuation.”

Bl ack: “Well, 1...1 think as sonmeone said earlier, that’s the
problem with this Bill. It may very well do a classic
shift and create a double whammy effect that we can't at
the present time even cone close to estinmating. The state
may be | ooking at meking up $30 mllion in | ost school aid;
it may be faced with nmaking up $100 mllion in lost state
aid under the double whammy. We don’t know. W have no
idea. And | think that’s part of the problemof this Bill.
W are nmaking certain assunptions, not based on any

specific financial data. M. Speaker, to the Bill. Ladies
and Gentlenmen of the House, | have tried since 1996 to give
sinple equity to property tax owners. One hundred and one
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counties of this state since 1992 have a |ower general
homest ead owner-occupi ed exenption than does the Gty of
Chi cago - since 1992! Senior citizens in...in 101 counties
of this state have a | ower property tax exenption than are...
than is enjoyed by seniors in Cook County. Wth the help
of ... of House Republican Leader Tom Cross and certainly the
hel p of the Speaker and the acqui escence of Denobcrats, sone
ei ght years after | started this, we were able to enbody in
House Bill 5533 sinple equity. Sinple equity. Al l
honeowner occupied exenptions in the state would be the
sane anount of noney. That’s the first change...it would
have been the first change since 1982 for nenbers... for
residents who live in 101 counties of the state, and senior
citizens would have gotten the same exenption in 101
counties currently enjoyed by those in Cook County. A
relatively sinple Bill, a relatively straightforward Bill,
it passes the House for which I am certainly grateful and
it gets stuck in the Senate in Senate Rules. Now, it cones
back buried in this Bill. And I'’mnot...I"’mnot ungrateful.

But | never understood why the Denocrats killed that equity

Bill year after year after year. There was no reason to do
it. And they wouldn't tell nme a reason. It didn't cost
the state any noney. It didn't cost the City of Chicago
anyt hi ng. But we were just denied since 1996 in a
subcommittee of the Revenue Committee and | have every
vot e. | have every vote. So, what we’'re faced with here
today is a Christmas tree Bill. This is probably one of
the biggest Christmas tree Bills | have seen in the |ast
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several years, probably a decade. There is sonething in
here for everybody. There’s a Christmas ornanment, there
are lights, there are all kinds of goodies in this Bill.

And nobody in this chanber can give us a fiscal inpact on
what this Bill will do to local taxing bodies. Nobody!

This...this thing is so heavy Father Flannigan couldn't [|ift

it. In all due respect, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,
this is a very diverse state. This is a very diverse
state. | have township assessors in ny district that are
part tinme and make $3 thousand a year. And you’'re gonna
ask themto take this heavy Bill with all kinds of naybe' s

and could be’'s and mght be's and figure out how to do
assessnments and collect the property taxes. | just got off
the phone with our supervisor of assessnents and he said,
‘I don’t know how in the world we could inplenent sonething
as far reaching as this, sonething as conplicated as this.’
Wien all is said and done, Ladies and Gentl enen, since 1996
| have asked that you let the other 101 counties conme to
di nner in Cook County. And in 2004 you finally said, ‘Cone
on in. W're gonna welcone you and we’'re gonna invite you
to dinner.’ And after | read this Bill...and | was really
happy that we finally were going to get equity in general
honmestead and senior exenption. But you invite nme to

dinner, you set ne at the children’'s table off to the side,

you have a seven course neal and | get crunbs. | get
crunbs and |eftovers! I'm tired of it. There is no
reason...we know who this Bill is gonna help. 1It’s going to

hel p Cook County and pockets of about five other counties
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surroundi ng Cook. That’'s who it’s going to help. It isn't
gonna help my district and | fought for them since 1996

All 1 wanted was equity, and | finally get invited to
di nner, and you set ne off to the side, and you expect ne
to be happy wth crunbs. Wiy do you do this? What
notivates you to do this? Is it notivation to save the
job of the Cook County Assessor? Are you notivated by the
Tribune article that some powerful people will get a tax
cut? And the people in ny district should be satisfied
with crunbs? Wy don’t you just give sinple equity to the
equation? Everybody gets the sane honestead exenption; all
seniors get the sanme senior exenption and throw out all of
the other Christmas tree ornanents, that no one in this
chanber wunderstands this Bill. And that sone of you on

that side of the aisle have been told, you better vote for

this Bill or else youre gonna vote against senior
citizens. You've already had a vote for senior citizens
and nost every one of you voted ‘yes’. \Wat you' re voting

for here is a heavy package to give sone heavy hitters tax
relief, and the rest of us can feed on what you |eave on
the table and on the plate after you devour the nmain

course. This is a heck of a way to treat the people in a

diverse state like Illinois. This isn't right, this isn't
necessarily fair. Once again, those who have - get; and
those who don’t - get left out. You want to vote for it,

"Il respect your vote. But at sone point in this process
you're gonna have to explain this Bill because this is

gonna create confusion. [It’s gonna widen the inequities in
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the property tax system It isn't gonna narrow it.
Chi cago gets 90 percent of the benefit of this Bill and the
rest of the state can fight over the crunbs that are left.

Thank you very nmuch for your kindness and your concern for

all 102 counties in the State of Illinois.”
Speaker Madi gan: "All right. The | ast speaker wll be M.
Fritchey. This is the |ast speaker. M. Fritchey.”
Fritchey: *“Thank you, Speaker. To the Bill. 1’1l just keep it
very brief and | really wasn’'t going to speak until | heard

the last Gentlenan’s comments. Ladi es and Gentl enen, there
is sonmething in this Bill for everybody, there...there truly

is. What started sonme time ago as an initiative of Cook

County really has beconme secondary to what this Bill does.
There’'s relief for seniors, there's relief for all 102
counti es. Wth respect to Cook County, this Bill is not
about the rich and powerful. This Bill is about a nunber of
my nei ghbors who live within blocks from nme who will have
to sell their honmes if this Bill doesn't pass. This Bil

is about people that stayed and fought for their
communities to inprove their conmunities over the years
that want nothing nore than the ability and the dignity to
stay in their hones and not be forced out. Ladi es and
Gentlenen, | agree with sone of the opponents of this Bill.
This Bill is not a final answer. Nobody has said it’s a
final answer. Fol ks, for 20 years now we’ve heard about
the need to fundanentally reform our tax system and we
need to do that. W need to look at how we fund our

school s. W need to look at the equity of that issue.

09300123. doc 37



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

123rd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 5/ 2004

This Bill doesn’t get there. W owe it to our constituents

to get to that underlying issue sooner rather than |ater

That’ Il be another fight for another day. This Bill,
t hough, is not about special interests. I[t’s not about
rich people, it’'s not about people with big hones. It’s
about sinmple fol ks in ny nei ghbor hoods, in your

nei ghbor hoods, who sinply want relief until we can do our
job as a Legislature and fix the overall system Pl ease
vote ‘yes’. Thank you.”

Speaker Madi gan: "The question is, ‘Shall this Bill pass?

Those in favor signify by voting ‘yes’; those opposed by
voting ‘no’. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who

wi sh? The Clerk shall take the record. On this question,

there are 77 ‘ayes’ and 39 ‘noes’. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. The intent of the Chair is to adjourn for the
purpose of conmttee hearings today. W would call vyour
attention to a commttee hearing which wll start

i medi ately concerning the constitutionality of Governor
Bl agoj evich’s proposal to create a Departnment of Education.
And then this afternoon there wll be a conmttee hearing
regarding a proposed closing of Vandalia, St. Charles and
Tinley Park. W expect that all of these hearings will be
very well attended, and we would reconmmend to all of you
that you partake in listening to the testinony which wll
be taken at these hearings. And M. Delgado agrees wth
me. | feel good now. Representative Currie.”
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Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. To namke a Mdtion that we suspend
the posting requirements so that Senate Bill 2432 can be

heard tonorrow in the State Governnent Committee and Senate
Bill 2579 can be heard tonorrow in the Health Care
Avai l ability and Access Commttee. | know of no opposition
to the Mdtion.”

Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the Lady’s Mdtion to suspend
the posting requirenents. Is there |eave? Leave is
granted, and the posting requirenents are suspended for the
Bills nmentioned by Representative Currie. M. Franks.”

Franks: “For purposes of an announcenent.”

Speaker Madigan: "Yes, Sir, proceed.”

Fr anks: “Tonmorrow is Senior Pharmaceutical Assistance Review
Commttee, which was scheduled at 9:00 a.m, has been

cancel l ed and we plan on rescheduling it for next week.”

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Flowers.”
Fl owers: “I’"d like to announce that the Health Care Comm ttee
will..is cancelled for today.”

Speaker Madigan: "M. Reitz.”

Rei t z: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I’d just like to remnd
everyone that the House/ Senate softball ganme is today...
t oni ght. So, cone on out to Lincoln Park and play. Si x

o' clock, right? Six o' clock. Cone out and either play or
root us on, so we’'ll..we need to win again. W got a bunch
of things going on here.”

Speaker Madi gan: "Again, the Chair is prepared to adjourn.
Representative Currie noves that the House stand adjourned

until 11:00 a.m tonorrow norning. Those in favor say
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‘aye’; those opposed say ‘no’. The ‘ayes’ have it. The
House does stand adjourned wuntil 11:00 a.m tonorrow

norni ng. Thank you.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Perfunctory Session will now conme to order.
Commttee Reports. Representative Mol aro, Chairperson from
the Commttee on Revenue, to which the follow ng neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on Tuesday, My 04, 2004,
reported the sane back with the foll owi ng recommendation/s:
recommends 'be adopted' Floor Amendnent #1 to House Bill
5736. There being no further busi ness, the House

Perfunctory Session stands adjourned.”
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