STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

117t h Legi sl ative Day 4/ 21/ 2004
Cl erk Mahoney: “House Perfunctory Session will now cone to
order. On the Order of Resolutions referred to the Rules

Commttee. House Resolution 801, offered by Representative
G anber g. Commttee Reports. Representative Mautino,
Chai rperson from the Committee on Insurance, to which the
following neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on
Tuesday, April 20, 2004, reported the sane back with the
foll owing recomrendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' Senate
Bill 2339 and Senate Bill 2429. Representati ve Hof fman,
Chai rperson from the Conmittee on Transportation & Mtor
Vehi cl es, to which the followng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on Tuesday, April 20, 2004, reported
the same back with the follow ng recommendation/s: 'do pass
Short Debate' Senate Bill 2429, Senate Bill 2480; 'do pass
as anended Short Debate' Senate Bill 2327. Representative
Brosnahan, Chairperson from the Commttee on Consuner
Protection, to which the followng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on Tuesday, April 20, 2004, reported
the sanme back with the follow ng recormmendation/s: 'do pass
Short Debate' Senate Bill 2148, Senate Bill 2378 and Senate
Bill 2545; 'do pass as anended Short Debate' Senate Bill
2858. Representative Reitz, Chairperson fromthe Conmttee
on Agriculture & Conservation, to which the follow ng
measure/s was/were referred, action taken on Tuesday, April
20, 2004, reported the sane back wth the follow ng
recommendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' Senate Bill 2156,
Senate Bill 2272, Senate Bill 2273 and Senate Bill 2457.

Representative Joe Lyons, Chairperson fromthe Cormmittee on
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Financial Institutions, to which the followng neasure/s

was/ were referred, action taken on Tuesday, April 20, 2004,

reported the sane back with the follow ng recomrendation/s:

'do pass Short Debate' Senate Bill 2707; recommends 'be
adopted' Floor Anendnent #1 to House Bill 5856 and Fl oor
Amendnent #1 to House Bill 6253. Represent ati ve Hanos,

Chairperson from the Commttee on Housing & Whban
Devel opnent, to which the following neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on Tuesday, April 20, 2004, reported
the sanme back with the follow ng reconmendation/s: 'do pass
Short Debate' Senate Bill 2329 and Senate Bill 2820.
Representative Flowers, Chairperson from the Commttee on
Health Care Availability & Accessibility, to which the
follow ng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on
Tuesday, April 20, 2004, reported the sane back with the
foll ow ng recommendation/s: recommends 'be adopted Floor
Amendnent #1 to House Bill 5818.~

Cl erk WMahoney: “House Perfunctory Session will now conme to
order. On the Order of Resolutions referred to Ru... House
Rules Conmittee. House Resolution 797, of fered by

Representative Froehlich. House Resolution 806, offered by

Representati ve Chapa LaVi a. House Resolution 810, offered

by Representative Brauer. House Joint Resolution 76,
offered by Representative Hoffman. House Resolution 799,
offered by Representative Mffitt. And House Resol ution

819, offered by Representative Ryg.”
Speaker Hannig: “The hour of 12:30 having arised the...arrived,
the House will be in order. WII| the Menbers please be in
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their seats. Menbers and guests are asked to refrain from

starting their laptops. Wuld you please turn off all cel

phones and pagers and rise for the invocation and the

Pl edge of Allegiance. W'll be led in prayer today by
Fat her Louis Tosto with Christ the King Catholic Church in
Wonder Lake, Illinois. Father Tosto is the guest of

Representative Franks.”

Fat her Tosto: “M. Speaker, Honored Menbers of the Legislature,
as a pastor from..in an Illinois parish and also as a
chaplain of fire protection district, the Wnder Lake Fire
Protection District, | am honored for ne to be here and
pray this invocation on the occasion of Fire Service
Legi sl ature [ay. Among all the mllion other things that
are going on, we have so many groups here and so | pray for
all of those and their causes. Qur own chief, Chief John
Rice, from the Wnder Lake Fire Protection D strict
woul d’ ve been here, but he is in Uica today along wth
many hundreds of fire fighters and energency service
personnel from all over the state. One of those greats
things that we, as a comunity, the State of 1Illinois,
gather to help. And so we...we pray today for all our fire
service and energency service personnel, for all the other
different groups that are here wth their good and
honorabl e causes. And we pray also for those in a tragedy
that still haunts us today, it’s also Hol ocaust Renenbrance
Day, and we pray for those in this nobst current tragedy,
for the famly of those who have died and...and fam lies and

for those of the various communities that were struck by
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this latest disaster. And so, let’s join together today in
prayer. God of many nanes and many faces, You know us as
our Qeator, our loving Father and our source of truth.
Gat hered here today, these men and wonen who serve as our
State Legislators are generous in their service to their

communities and conscientious in their efforts towards

justice. Gve them Ilight and strength. GQuide their
del i berations by Your w sdom Support their resolve by
Your power. Help them to remain faithful to their

commtnent to public service and to the pursuit of justice
and truth and the common good. May their m nds be open to
differing opinions and their hearts be open to those who
are nost in need. G ve us peace in our hearts, in our

hones, in our communities, in this state and in this nation

and nost of all, Almghty God, give us peace in the world.
Amen.”
Speaker Hanni g: “And we’'ll be led in the pledge today by

Representative Ji m Wt son.”
Watson — et al: “l1 pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anmerica and to the republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with justice and |iberty

for all.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”

Currie: *“Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. Because

of damage done in their districts by last night’'s severe
weat her, Representatives Dugan, Mautino and McGQuire are all
excused today.”
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Speaker Hannig: “And Representative Bost.”

Bost: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Let the record reflect that all
Republ i cans are present.”

Speaker Hanni g: “M. Cerk, take the record. There are 115
Menbers answering the Roll Call, a quorum is present.

Comm ttee Reports.”
Clerk Mahoney: “Representative Barbara Flynn Currie,
Chai rperson from the Conmttee on Rules, to which the
following legislative neasure/s and/or joint action
Motions was/were referred, action taken on Wdnesday,
April 21, 2004, reported the sane back wth the
foll ow ng recommendati on/ s: " approved for fl oor
consideration" is House Resolution 791, offered by
Representative Cross, House Resolution 799, offered by
Representative Mffitt, and House Resolution 819,
of fered by Representative Ryg.”
Speaker Hannig: “Representative Bradley, for what reason do you
rise?”
Bradley: “A point of personal privilege, M. Speaker.”
Speaker Hannig: “State your point.”
Bradley: “M. Speaker, | would ask for a nmoment of silence here

in the House of Representatives. The conflict in Iraq has

reached out and touched ny district directly. Jack
Mont ague, one of the nmenbers of ny district, from
Pittsburg, Illinois, age 52, was one of the three people

that worked for KBR, a subsidiary of Halliburton, which
were killed in Irag. W ask that this Body extend a nonent

of silence on behalf of he and his famly and for all the
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men and wonen that are in lraq at this tine. Thank you
M . Speaker.”

Speaker Hanni g: “On page 11 of the Cal endar under Resol utions

is House Resolution 780. M ..M. Cerk, would you read the
Resol uti on?”
Clerk Bolin: *“House Resolution 780.
VWHEREAS, The Lincoln Foundation for Performance Excell ence was
founded in 1994 and is a publicly and privately supported

not-for-profit or gani zat i on; it was created to
significantly raise Illinois worldw de conpetitiveness by
inproving the performance of its I nstitutions and

busi nesses; and

VWHEREAS, The Lincoln Foundation for Performance Excellence has
created an award patterned after the Malcolm Baldridge
National Quality Award, the award is an annual recognition
of Illinois organizations that have denonstrated exenplary
approach, deploynent, and results in their overall quality
systens and processes; it is presented to organi zations
t hat serve as role nodels for quality, cust omer

sati sfaction, and performance excell ence; and

WHEREAS, The Li ncoln Foundati on for Perfornmance Excell ence has
awarded St. Mary's Good Samaritan, located in Centralia and
M. Vernon, the 2003 Lincoln Gold Award for Achi evenent of

Excel | ence; and
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WHEREAS, In addition, ten other Illinois organizations were
recognized wth the 2003 Lincoln Bronze Award for
Commitrment to Excellence for their earnest efforts to adopt
and apply conti nuous | mpr ovenent princi pl es; t hese
recipients include the City of St. Charles; Community
Consol i dated Schools District 59 in the Elk G ove Townshi p;
Consolidated School District 158 in Huntley; Friendship
Juni or H gh School in Des Plaines; Gainger Parts Division,
a division of W W Gainger, Inc. in Northbrook; Holnes
Juni or High School in M. Prospect; Menorial Health System
in Springfield; Pekin Public Schools District #108 1in
Pekin; VIVA USA, Inc. in Rolling Meadows; and West Suburban
Col | ege of Nursing in Cak Park; and

VWHEREAS, Award recipients were formally honored at the Lincoln
Foundati on for Per f or mance Excel | ence Ni nt h Annual
Recognition Cerenony, hosted by Mchael J. Birck, Tellabs
Chai rman and CEO, on Decenber 2, 2003; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NI NETY- TH RD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that we
recogni ze The Lincoln Foundation for Performance Excellence
and its efforts to assist Illinois organizations to strive

for performance excellence; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to the Lincoln Foundation For Performnce Excellence and
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each 2003 Performance Excellence Award recipient as an
expressi on of our respect and esteem”

Speaker Hanni g: “And on the Resolution, the Lady from DuPage
Representative Pihos is recognized.”

Pihos: “I am proud to stand today to support and recognize the
Li ncol n Foundation for Business Excellence because for the
past decade they have supported businesses and institutions
t hroughout our state. They are here in the gallery with ne
today and | hope they would please rise to listen to this.
Their goal has been to put Illinois organizations on the
map. And they have succeeded. They have done trenendous
work in helping conpanies and organizations to inprove
t heir busi ness performance and beconme nore successful. The
foundation is helping Illinois organizations continuously

improve their performance by encouraging, developing and

hi ghl i ghting excellence anong all five sectors of the
econony: i ndustry, service, heal t hcare, education and
gover nnent . I nvesti ng in quality principl es and

performance excellence pays off in increased productivity,
satisfied enpl oyees and cust onmers and i mproved

profitability for both custonmers and investors and that’s

good for our Illinois econony. When you were chosen for
recognition by the Illinois Lincoln Foundation you can be
assured you have earned it. The foundation awarded St.

Mary’'s Good Samaritan in Centralia and Munt Vernon the
2003 Lincoln gold award for achievenent of excellence.
Another 10 Illinois organizations have received the 2003

Li ncoln bronze award for commtnment to excell ence. Pl ease
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join me in a warm Springfield welconme in recognizing the
Li ncol n Foundation board nenbers and staff and the 2003
award recipients with us in the gallery today.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Lady has noved for the adoption House
Resol uti on 780. And on that question, the Lady from
McHenry, Representative Kurtz is recognized.”

Kurtz: “Thank you, M. Speaker. |, too, would like to
reiterate what Representative Pihos said about the Lincoln
Foundation and the wonderful work that they do from the
heart. One of the schools nentioned was District 158 in
Huntley and | would like to congratulate them especially,
because we are overrun wth new students every year,
hundreds and hundreds on new students come in and the fact

that Huntley was able to...to cope wth this and continue

their excel | ence and i nnovati ve progr ans. So,
congratulations to all of the schools. Thank you, M.
Speaker.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Represen... the Gentleman from Sanganon,

Representati ve Poe.”

Poe: “Yeah, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,
| just wanted...if the people from Menorial Health System of
Springfield, if they’'d stand up, we’'d like for them to

stand up and congratulate ‘“em They're here in ny district
and let’'s give “ema big hand.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Krause.”

Kr ause: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | also join in to recognize
t he achi evenents that have been nentioned in the Resol ution

and in particular to also join in to congratulate
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Consolidated School District 59 in Ek Gove Village,
Hol mes Junior High in M. Prospect and the VIVA USA in
Rol ling Meadows for an outstanding work, outstanding hard
wor k. And again, extend congratulations to each and every
one of them Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Mulligan.”

Mul I'i gan: “Thank you, M. Speaker. 1, too, would like to honor
Friendship Junior H gh School from our area that is also
bei ng honored today. And hope that they would stand up and

| et us know where they are.”

Speaker Hanni g: “All in favor of the Resolution say ‘aye’;
opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And the Resolution is
adopt ed. Representative Fritchey, for what reason do you
ri se?”

Fritchey: “Thank you, Speaker. Purpose of an announcenent.”

Speaker Hannig: “Yes, state your announcenent.”

Fritchey: “The House Judiciary Committee originally schedul ed
for 1 p.m this afternoon will be canceled. W all be back
next week.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Hol brook, for what reason do
you rise?”

Hol br ook: “For the purpose of an announcenent. The tourism

i ndustry has got a lunch over for us in the east corridor
here today. They have cheesecake and nostaccioli, sone
itens like that. They're the great industry that produces
j obs, not indigestion. Cone on over.”

Speaker Hannig: “On page 11 of the Calendar is House Resol ution
740. M. Cerk, would you read the Resol ution?”
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Clerk Bolin: “House Resolution 740, offered by Representative
Rose.
WHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of the
State of Illinois are pleased to honor citizens of the

state who have nmde significant contributions to the

mlitary; and
WHEREAS, Owen E. Stanfield was born on July 12, 1922; and

WHEREAS, M. Stanfield valiantly served his country in the
US Arny; he was a nenber of K Conpany, 110th Infantry
Regi ment, 28th Infantry Division; he was in 5 major battles
and was captured and taken as a P.OW in the Battle of the

Bul ge; and

WHEREAS, M. Stanfield was recognized by the mlitary for his
heroic efforts; he received the P.OW Mdal and R bbon,
the Good Conduct Medal and Ri bbon, the Bronze Star Medal

and Ri bbon, the Wirld War 1l Victory Medal and Ri bbon, the
Conmbat Infantry Badge, the Honorable Service Lapel Button
Wrld War |1, and the European-African-Mddle Eastern

Canpai gn Medal with One Silver Battle Star; and

WHEREAS, M. Stanfield was further honored with the Anmerican
Canpai gn Medal, the Arned Forces Service Medal, the Arned
Forces Service Ribbon, the Expert Infantry Badge, and the

Overseas Service Ri bbon; and
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WHEREAS, M. Stanfield married his wfe, Betty, on Cctober 25,

1947; he is the proud father of 2 children, Gary (Teresa)
Stanfield and Sandra (Larry) Hanner, and the grandfather of
2 grandchildren, Chris Stanfield and Stephanie Stanfield,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NI NETY- TH RD

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that we honor
M. Onen E. Stanfield for his significant contributions to
the mlitary and his willingness to serve his country, and
if necessary, sacrifice his own life for our liberty; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented

to M. Stanfield as an expression of our many thanks,
respect, and esteem?”

Speaker Hanni g: “And on the Resolution, the Gentleman from

Rose:

Chanpai gn, Representative Rose.”

“Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladi es and Gentlenen, we have
with us today a true hero, sonmeone that has served his
country, soneone who has ear ned a Bronze Star.
Representatives in this Body, I1'd like you to take note,
Onen E. Stanfield and his wife Betty, are with us today in
the gallery above ne. And Owen and Betty, would you pl ease

stand today so that we nmay recogni ze you. If...if | may,
M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentlenen, there’'s a very fanous
picture from Wrld War 11 of the allies entering Paris

after the invasion. There’'s a US. Arny Jeep and a couple
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Jeeps driving passed the Arc de Trionphe in Paris, Ownen
Stanfield was one of the individuals in the Jeeps. So, we
have with us today a true hero, a wonderful individual, a
great friend of mne and | would urge passage of this
Resol uti on. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Thank vyou, Representative Rose. On the
Resolution, all in favor say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The
‘ayes’ have it. And the Resolution is adopted. On page 12
of the Calendar is House Resolution 801. Representative
Bur ke.”

Bur ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenen of the
House. This is a Resolution that honors the life of Emett
McNamar a. And | would ask for the Cerk to read the
Resol uti on. Ladies and GCentlenmen, this is a Death
Resol ution.”

Speaker Hannig: “M. Cderk, would you read the Resol ution?”

Cl erk Mahoney: “House Resolution 801, offered by Representative
Bur ke and Representative G anberg.

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of the

State of Illinois were saddened to learn of the death of
Emett V. McNamara Sr. of Villa Park on Wdnesday, March 3,
2004; and

WHEREAS, M. MNamara was born in 1926 in Villa Park; he
attended York High School in Elnmhurst; he married Jeanne
McNamara in 1964; and
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WHEREAS, M. MNamara was a great patriot and defended his
country during World War 11 in the US. Arny; he served in
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater as a corporal; and was
honorably discharged in January of 1947 having earned the
Asi atic-Pacific Theater Ri bbon, the Victory Medal, the Good
Conduct Medal, and the Arny of GOccupation Medal for Japan
upon his return home, he becane an el ectrician; and

WHEREAS, M. MNamara was a devoted union activist for many
years; he was a nenber of the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Wrkers Local 701 from 1967 to 1990 and
represented the interests of that union in State Governnent

for nearly 40 years; and

WHEREAS, In his work as a |obbyist for the |I.B.EW, M.
McNamara was a staunch ally of blue collar working famlies
and was instrunmental in passing of nuch |egislation that

benefited all of the hard-working citizens of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, M. MNanmara was a forner acting chairmn and nenber
of the DuPage Airport Authority;, he was a devoted famly
man, and he believed that if every person would help his or
her neighbor, no person would be wthout help; to his

friends in Springfield, he was known as " Snokey"; and
WHEREAS, The passing of Emrett V. McNamara Sr. has been deeply

felt by many, especially his wfe, Jeanne MNamara; his

children, Emmett Jr., Eugene, Kathleen Bakken, and Edward
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Sr.; his grandchildren, Mchael, Edward Jr., Aidan, and
Emly; his siblings, Earl, Kathleen, R ta Sheehan, and

Eugene; and his many ni eces and nephews; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NI NETY- TH RD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that we nourn
the passing of Emett V. MNamara Sr., and we extend our
sincere condolences to his famly, friends, and all who

knew and loved him and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to the famly of Emmett V. MNamara Sr. as an expression of
our deepest synpathy.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Burke, do you have sone words
you d like to share with..

Burke: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen of the
House. | rise to support this Resolution and | mght add
my brief corments to this inportant comenorative
Resol uti on and suggest to you that Monday, March 1 began
for me in much the usual way. Preparing for the drive to
Springfield, checking to see what was on the schedule, et
cetera, the phone rang and it was Emmett. He was calling
to tell ne that he had gotten Iight bulbs that | needed for
my security lights at ny condo here in Springfield. I
thanked him for getting the bulbs at his electrician’s
di scount and suggested to himthat he just drop them off at
the office and 1'd give hima check tonmorrow to pay for it.

Well, Ladies and Gentlenen, if you knew Emrett, that would
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never do. He insisted that he replace the bulb hinself,
because as he said, | didn't know how sensitive these bul bs
were and he was certain that | would nmess it up. I
insisted to Emmett that he shouldn’t go to any trouble. |
said, Emett, you haven’t been feeling well and | certainly
woul dn’t wanna put you out. And certainly, his response
was typically Emmett, anything for you pal, 1’'Il have it
done before you get to Springfield. Emett indeed replaced
the bulb and then determned that the entire security |ight
system needed to be rewired, along with the heating system
the air conditioning system and whatever else he could find
there, suggesting that a shoemaker nust’ve done the
electrical wring at the condo building. So, Tuesday
Emett was busy naking calls to his union friends here in
Springfield to get bids on the work that he insisted should
be done. As always, he would take care of everything.
Tuesday evening | nmet him over at Reny’'s where he told ne
that his | eg was bothering himand he was goi ng back to the
hotel, take a hot bath and go to bed. As we now sadly
know, that was Emmett’s last evening with us here in
Springfield. Emett’s |last day was |i ke every other day of
his life, doing for others, greeting people in the Capitol
from the janitor to the Governor. Never at a loss for
words, never at a loss for nanes, never at a loss to lend a
hand to a stranger or a friend. John Burner, who is
Emett’s very dear friend, asked ne to lend his coments to
this nenorial today. And John, for you, ‘Wiile Emett’s

stories would sonetines be |ong and often exaggerated, as a
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person he was as solid as anyone can aspire to be. H s
belief in unionism and solidarity w thout question was as
strong as any |abor |eader that ever canme before him His
conviction to solidarity spread to anyone that needed or
asked for help. Emmett never questioned the need. He
would do what it took to help his friends in the |Iabor
novenment and sonetinmes he would go out of his way to help
managenent . The cost, nothing. He would say, like |
al ways said, if you need it, we all need it. Emmett al ways
had a lot of those, ‘like |I saids’. Wen John Burner began
in Springfield, Enmmett was asked by his predecessor to |ead
John around the Capitol for two weeks. He was also told if
he didn’t think that John fit the job or if he just didn't
care for the way John conported hinself he would turn him
| oose. Well, John nust’ve done sonething right. Ei ght
years |ater they have been still walking the halls
together. The day before he left us in charge... Enmett has
opened so nmany doors and introduced ne to nore people than
| can remenber. But he could renenber nore nanes than Dal e
Carnegi e. Those that have been around for a few years knew
if they saw one of us the other was not too far behind.
Emmett was ny nentor, ny teacher, ny confidant, ny friend,
| mss him Emmett’s daughter, Kathy, said at the service,
Emett wanted to know at the ‘pearly gates’ if Jesus, the
carpenter, was in the union. | can assure everyone Jesus
is now a card carrying carpenter. And if heaven was not
the brightest place as advertised, it is now as Emett has

rewi red the place. Few people are acknowl edged as one
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nanme, but our friend was Emett.’ John Burner. Ladies and
Gentl enen, to Jeanne, to Kathy, Eugene, Emmett, Eddie and
especially little Eddie, the entire famly, Ladies and
Gentlenmen, are with us this afternoon, your husband, your
father, your pa, was a renmarkable nan that shared
generously with all who encountered himin life. Let his
spirit of giving, caring and great hunor be renenbered. I
certainly could never conpare ny loss of one of the
greatest friends and nentors of ny life to your |oss, but
pl ease know that whether it be here in Springfield or
wherever | may go, Emmett will forever be just around the

corner. Thank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from DuPage, Representative
Dani el s.”
Dani el s: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenen of the

House. And thank Representative Burke for a noving tribute
to a great man. Those of us from DuPage County knew Emrett

McNamara as a great individual, but a very close persona

friend of Speaker Bill Rednond, who was Speaker of the
House from 1975 to 1981, not only his close friend, but
al so his nentor as well when Bill Rednond was Speaker. And

of course, Emmett went on to becone a nenber of the DuPage
County Airport Authority and his wfe, Jeanne, has served
us in many capacities in DuPage County. Now, sone of you
may know, as you could gather, that Emmett was a Denocrat.
So, it may be unusual for a Republican from DuPage County
paying this great tribute to this wonderful nman. And he

was a union nman and he was a Denocrat through and through
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and |oved his politics and loved his state. But what a
great individual and what a great person it was to know and
to share sone time with him Now, Ladies and GCentl enen,
this truly was a wonderful person who |loved his country,
who loved his work, who |oved the people in the General
Assenbly in the State of Illinois. He really wll be
m ssed. And to his famly, we send our heartfelt prayers
and t houghts and thanks to you for allowing himto serve us
in so many capacities. To Jeanne and the children, we send

you our best, our love and our thanks for all that you have

done for us as well. God bless you, Emmett.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cinton, Representative
Granberg.”

Granberg: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. For all of us who had the privilege and pleasure

and it was a privilege and pleasure to know Emmett, our
lives have truly been marked and changed. He was one of
t he nost conpassi onate individuals who | oved peopl e and was
worried about people and did everything he could to help
them with their lives, working people in particular. And
we’'d see him neandering the halls of the Stratton Buil di ng
or the Capitol and it was always, hey, boss, hey, pal. And
he’d come by the office and say, hey, pal, you got a
m nute. And he’'d sit down and an hour |ater he'd | eave and
say, oh, | have to get going. And he was just so sincere,
| nmean that was his nature. He wouldn’t say a bad word
about anyone. And always a smile on his face. Always with
the Pall Malls until the last three nonths. Just a truly
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wonder ful human bei ng. And there are nunerous stories we
can tal k about Emmett and in fact, Dan asked ne to nention
that we wll be having a reception for Emmett at Norb
Andy’s later this afternoon, this evening around 6:00. So,

pl ease feel free to come by nmeet the famly, they're

wonderful people and tell them stories because they’ ve
heard sonme already. And Emett is...| renmenber when we did
utility deregulation and | was in charge of the |abor

negotiations and we would sit and do... shuttle diplomacy
over in the Myers Building by Augie’s. And one time we hit
another stalemate and it was Friday when we adjourned. And
Emett said, hey, pal, he said, why don't we work on this.
| said, okay, Emett. So, we continued working until 11:00
on a Friday night on [|abor negotiations doing diplonmacy
with the wutilities and the labor wunions and then at
Emett’s request we went to Norb Andy’'s, and | had to ke
persuaded to join, and we tal ked sone nore. | think he put
it on ny bill, too, as a matter of fact. But he was just
a... truly a wonderful human being. And the German and
Swedi sh people, which | am one, are not known for clever
sayings, so Emett, to you, with your past, may the road
rise to neet you, as you would say, may the wi nd be always
at your back, may the sun shine warm upon your face and the
rain fall soft upon your fields, may you be in heaven an
hour before the devil knows you re dead, and until we neet
again, may God hold you in the palmof his hand.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Par ke.”
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Par ke: “Alnost 20 years ago | canme down here from a suburban
area, which was primarily business oriented, and so it was
pretty easy for nme to support the business conmunities
issues and their positions on these issues. But | wasn’'t
long after being down here that Emmett cane to ne and
i ntroduced hinself and said that he wanted to nake a point
that he was able to work with Republicans and convi nce them
that sonme of the Ilabor issues were worthy of our
consi derati on. He always prided hinself on telling other
| abor guys that it really would be to their advantage to
reach out to us on the Republican side also. And | was
al ways pleased when he made a point of introducing me to
ot her |abor guys, saying, hey, this is sonebody you can

talk to, he isn't always gonna vote with ya, but at | east

he’ll listen to ya. And |’ ve always been proud of that
relationship that I had with Efmett and that he was able to
do it. He was a source and probably in some ways the only
source that | had for many years down here on | abor issues.

And | would go to him and ask him what does this Bill
really mean to your guys and why is it sonething that your...
that you want. And he would explain to nme those issues,
the majority of the time | did not go with him on those
i ssues, but there were tinmes when he nade a good case and
found that | was able to vote with him on sonme of those
i ssues. He also opened doors for me in just letting people
know that | was sonebody that people could work with. And
Il will tell you that I wll mss his stories, °‘cause |

woul d seek him out just to hear what the |ocal scuttlebutt
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was a great source, a great friend and I wll mss this

man, Emmett MNamara.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lang.”

Lang:

“Thank you, M. Speaker. One of the first people | net
who was not a Menber when | canme to Springfield was Emmett.
And Dan Burke is correct, Emmett was known by one nane.
He’s like Prince or Cher it just...or Madonna, Emett. And
everyone knew who Emett was. And | would sit with himfor
hours at Play It Again Sams, of course neither of us had
anyt hi ng al coholic. And he would just introduce ne to
people as they canme in the door and after a while, many
nmont hs over there with Emett, | eventually net everybody
in the Springfield that | needed to know. He also was the
person who really attuned ne to issues regarding organized
|abor. |, of course, was a person who would be leaning in
the direction of wanting to help organized |[|abor, but
Emett really taught nme about these issues. He made ne
understand why they're inportant to individuals and
famlies and the econonmy of the State of Illinois. And so
Emett was truly one of ny nentors in this town, one of the
peopl e who took ne under his wing and nmade ne understand
why this city works and where it doesn’t work and what we
could do to nmake things better. And then you would watch
Emmett work this building and he was a master at working
this building. And for those in the | abor novenent who sit
back in their offices in Chicago, and downstate and all

over, but never actually come to Springfield and like to

09300117. doc 22



STATE OF ILLINO S
93rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

117t h Legi sl ative Day 4/ 21/ 2004

sit in their paneled offices and talk the gane about how
i nportant organized labor is, they need to know, if they
don’t already, that Enmett was here doing it for them
Emmett was the emissary, not only the electricians from
whence he cane, but for all of organized |abor. And so,
when Emmett spoke on an issue involving organized |abor to
one of us in our offices, Emrett was speaking the gospel of
organi zed | abor and he nade you understand, he didn't just
say it, he made you understand from deep inside of himwhat
that was all about. And so, | had great respect for this
man and developed a very close personal friendship wth
Emmett and with his famly. W’'re thrilled that the famly
is here today. W' Il certainly mss Enmett, but we wll
not forget Enmett. What we learned from him how we

reacted with him and how he worked this building is

sonething that wll always be with us. To the famly, we
care about you, we'll still be here for you and whenever
you need us, feel free to call on us. Thank you, M.
Speaker .”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from DuPage, Representative
Bi ggi ns.”

Bi ggi ns: “Yeah, thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen
of the House. Thirty years ago | was a newy-elected
township official in DuPage and a nenber the party across
the way here. And one of the first people | net was
Emett, who did not live in ny township, but I...through Bud
Loftus’ efforts and Chuck H ckman, nanes that are famliar

to many here, | was introduced to Emett and | began a | ong
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series in a few short year’s tinme of a |ot of |engthy phone
cal | s. And sone of you...in those days we only had one
phone in the house and only one line, so ny wife had to
remnd that the kids were young and | had to sonetinmes end
t hose conversations. But Enmmett had all kinds of wonderful
experience that he could relate and advice to give,
suggestions and was a constant friend to ne. | then went
off to other business activities and would see Enmett from
time to tinme as residents of DuPage County. And then when
| came back and joined this Body, Enmett was there to greet
me and we had sone wonderful tines together. A little
different, we both were a little ol der. Jeanne’ s ki ds,

know little Emmett was always at Emrett’s... big Emett’s

shoul der or leg or sonmewhere as he would peek around the

different neetings at night. He would just Kkeep his
children with him whenever he could to conme and take part
in the neetings that we had. Emmett could talk, but he
could also... he could always |isten, too. And he was

sonmebody that would do anything to help you. And he stil

did it now when | cane in on this side of the aisle, and
whatever | could do to help him he would do. And he... one
of ny proudest nonents down here is a little one, | don't

think 1’ve ever nentioned before, but a few years ago he
asked me to vote for a Bill and | was...they tried to verify
me off and | was one of the few on...the only one on this

side that happened to vote for that particular Bill. But |
stayed in the room and so | stayed on that Bill. But ny
own side didn't get ne off the Bill. But Emmett was very
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active, as you know, he can talk, wonderful talker. And in
t hose days the phone was called the horn and Emett would
call ... everything was the horn, 1’Il get on the horn, [|’]

do this and do that. And as | see his lovely wfe upstairs
and served so well in our county in another position and
|’ m rem nded of the contributions Emmett’s nade through ny
30-year span of know ng him and being his friend and al ways
remenbering that if | could...if | ever had any need or a
question I could always turn to himand he’d do the best he
could to help ne. So, | renenber Emrett that way and his
famly and | salute them all and thank them for the

opportunity to know him Thank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Adans, Representative
Tenhouse.”

Tenhouse: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and CGentlenen of the
House. | remenber neeting Emmett MNanmara and the first

thing...it took about, as Representative Burke said, it took
about 30 seconds for him to find out everything that he
could find out about you. And when he heard that ny
grandnot her’ s nane was Mahaffey and that mny grandfather was
a union...very active in the union carpenters, he couldn’t...
he just couldn’t help but understand how a good, Irish,

uni on, Denocrat father... grandfather could produce a
Republican. He worked on that fromthat point on. And one
of the things was he would always try to...he always brought

that up and, ya know, the funny thing is we spent a |ot
time at dinner and visiting. Regardl ess of your politics,

Emrett MNamara was your friend. And frankly, | can...ya
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know, |’ve never net you before Jeanne, but | know you
because we were regaled with stories fromthe entire famly
whenever you'd sit and sit with Emmett and visit about what
was going on. But nore than anything else, | think Emett
McNamara is a throwback. And | nean this very positively,
he is a dinosaur. Because in this age where it seens
t hough partisan politics rules this House and rules this
state and rules Washington, D.C, Enmett MNanara brought
an air of civility. Regar dl ess of whether... how you voted
on a particular issue, it didn't change his attitude, you
were still his friend. And | think that is sonething, a
| esson that can be taught to each and every one of us here.
| wanna just say that | mss our dinners, but 1’'Il think
about Emmett often. And | can’t help but think that right

now up at the ‘pearly gates’ probably Gandpa Sorrill and
him are argui ng about whether the union carpenters or the
el ectricians are nore inportant. |’m betting on Emrett
McNamara. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
McAuliffe.”

McAuliffe: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | had the opportunity to neet Emmett MNanmara
before | served in the General Assenbly. | cane down here

to pick up ny dad, we were going on a hunting trip. And
they said your father’s office is right in there. So, |
wal ked in and behind the chair there’s a skinny Irishman
snoking a cigarette, doing a crossword puzzle. And | said,
hi, 1'"'m Mke MAuliffe, he’'s like, I'’m Emett. And | ust
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like the previous speaker said, everyone knew him as

Emet t. VWile | was waiting for my father | had an
opportunity to sit and talk, what we call like Irish talk
and | felt just like |I was back in the northwest side of

the City of Chicago telling tales and naybe a couple of
stretches there... here and there and rem niscing about, vya
know, what it’s like to be down here and be an electrician
and all the other things that Emmett brought to each of us.
And then | renenbers also, when | first got elected a
couple years later, Emett was one of the first ones that
cane up to ne and said, ya know, kid, youll be fine,
everyone |oved your dad and you' |l do fine. And, ya know,
| always renmenbered Emmett’s special place in his heart, ny
father and also to nyself and his wonderful famly, who I

met last night. So, thank you very nmuch for sharing Enmett

with us and we’' Il never forget him Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Burke noves for the adoption of
House Resol ution 801. All in favor say ‘aye’ ; opposed
‘nay’. The *ayes’ have it. And the Resolution is adopted.

Representative Burke.”

Bur ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and GCentlenen. I
woul d ask that all Menbers of the House be added to this
Resol ution.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And we wll instruct the Clerk to do so.
Thank you, Representative Burke. Representative MCart hy,
for what reason do you rise?”

McCarthy: “Thank you, M. Speaker. 1'd like to nake a Mbtion.

I’d like to nake a Motion to waive the posting requirenents
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so that the state...the Conmttee on the State Toll H ghway
can hold its hearing in Buffalo Gove on Friday. W
negl ected to post it, but it will be held Friday norning at
10: 00 in Buffalo G ove and | understand that the other side
has agreed to waive the requirenents.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Okay. So, the Gentleman noves that we waive
the posting requirenents for the neeting in Buffalo G ove.
Okay. |Is there any objections? There being none, then the
Gentleman’s Motion is accepted. Representative MKeon, for
what reason do you rise?”

McKeon: “M . Speaker, for the purposes of an announcenent.”

Speaker Hannig: “State your point.”

McKeon: “The Labor Committee for this afternoon at 3:00 has
been cancel ed. | repeat one nore tine. The Labor
Committee will not neet today as schedul ed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “On the Supplenental Calendar that’'s being

distributed is House Resolution 799. M. Cderk, would you

read the Resol ution?”

Clerk Bolin: “House Resolution 799, offered by Representative
Moffitt.
WHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois House of Representatives

were saddened to learn of the death of Major Arthur ‘Artie’
Gene Eckl und; and

WHEREAS, Arthur *Artie’ Ecklund was born in Galesburg on My
5, 1943; and
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WHEREAS, Maj or Ecklund was drafted into the United States Arny
in 1966, attended basic training at Fort Bliss, Texas and
was | ater comm ssioned as an officer at Fort Sill Okl ahong;

and

VWHEREAS, Maj or Ecklund conpleted helicopter training at Fort
Walters, Texas and Fort Rucker, Al abama; he graduated from
training as a Huey gunship pilot to later serve his country

as an Arny air control pilot in Vietnam and

WHEREAS, Major Ecklund arrived in Vietnam in Novenber 1968
with the 183rd Aviation Conpany of the United States Arny's
1st Aviation Brigade; and

WHEREAS, On April 3, 1969, Mjor Ecklund and his US Ar
Force observer, Captain Perry Jefferson, were flying a
vi sual reconnai ssance m ssion out of Phan Pang airbase when

their helicopter was shot down by eneny fire; and

WHEREAS, Thirty-five years to the date of his disappearance,
on April 3, 2004, Major Ecklund was laid to rest; and

WHEREAS, The fanmly of ‘Artie’ Ecklund remenber him as a
devoted and generous son and brother, as well as an

anbi ti ous and self sufficient individual; and

VWHEREAS, 9, 087, 000 Uni ted St at es mlitary per sonne

courageously served their nation in the conflict in
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Vietnam 58,169 mlitary personnel were killed in the |ine
of duty and 1,870 were declared to be mssing in action
fromthis conflict; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NI NETY- TH RD
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that we honor
Major Arthur ‘Artie” Ecklund along wth all who knew him
and loved him and extend our sincere condolences to his

famly, friends, and community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we honor the nenory of Mjor Arthur Ecklund and
his wllingness to serve our country, which led to him
maki ng the ultimte sacrifice; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to the famly of My or Arthur Ecklund as an expression of
our deepest synpathy and appreciation.”

Speaker Hanni g: “1"d like to advise the Body that this
Resol ution... that this Resolution is honoring a gentlenman
who was killed in the Vietnam War. So, | would...| would
pl ease ask for your patience and your silence as we...as we
speak to a gentleman who courageously gave his life for our
country. And Representative Mffitt is recognized on the
Resol ution.”

Moffitt: “Thank you, M. Speaker. W have an additional death
Resol ution that... considering today. I want to thank
several people that are in attendance up in the gallery.

The Director of the |Illinois Departnent of Veterans’
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Affairs, Director Roy Dolgos, Lisa Tisdale, the Iiaison,
representatives  of VFW AWETS and the Lieutenant
Governor’s Ofice are with us. Yest erday, today, as well
as several other tines in the last year, the Illinois House
of Representatives has paused to pay tribute to a fallen
sol di er. Sone of you are aware that | often tines wear a
POWMA bracelet, which | have here on ny desk today.
Today we are paying tribute to the soldier whose nanme is on
that bracelet, a soldier from Vietnam War, Mjor Arthur
Eckl und, who was shot down April 3, 1969 and then just two
and one half weeks ago, April 3, 2004, the remains of Major
Ecklund were laid to rest in a Galesburg area cenetery 35
years to the day after he was shot down in Vietnam Major
Ecklund’s parents, Ral ph and Edith Ecklund, are here wth
us today. Ladi es and Gentlenen, they waited 35 years, 35
years to determne the sure fate of their son. Their |ong
wait further shows the inpact of war, it’s not only on
soldiers, but on famly and friends back hone. The
fam lies also pay a huge price and deserve our thanks, they
deserve our appreciation, they deserve our support and now
in this case, they deserve our condol ences. The Eckl und
famly have been serving their country and paying a high
price for our freedons for nany years. Maj or Ecklund’ s
father, Ralph, who's with us today, served in Wrld War 1|1,
and his son, young ‘Artie’, was two years old before his
dad ever had the privilege of seeing him and hol ding him
because he was serving his country. To the Ecklund s, we

realize that there are no words that are adequate to fill
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the void that was left by the loss of your son. However,

we hope that you will accept the very grateful appreciation
of the Illinois House of Representatives on behalf of the
citizens of Illinois for your sacrifice and for the service

and sacrifice of your son, Mjor Arthur Ecklund. Your son
died a hero, your son remains a hero. W stand here today
as free Anericans only because of the thousands of brave
soldiers, like Mjor Arthur Ecklund, who have served and
protected this country since our beginning and continue to
serve us today. Ral ph and Edith Ecklund in the east
bal cony, would you stand up? Thank you. W’ re honored to
have you here today. But for that service, for that
dedi cation, for that sacrifice that was shown by your son

Maj or Arthur Ecklund, the Menbers of the Illinois House of
Representatives, on behalf of the people of Illinois, say
t hank you, God bless Major ‘Artie’ Ecklund, God bless Ral ph
and Edith Ecklund and God bless America. W thank you for
that. 1I1t’s been an honor to wear his bracelet. And at no
35 years, he was 26 years old when he was shot down, Ral ph
you waited two extra years to even... even hold him and
you've waited another 35 years to find his final fate.
Those efforts are appreciated. It’s a rem nder of the high

cost of war as we are recogni zing sonme that are al so paying

that sacrifice here in the current war. For that, we say
t hank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Fayette, Representative
St ephens.”
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St ephens: “Well, thank you, M. Speaker. |It’'s a...it’s an honor
to stand here and speak on behalf of a man that | didn’t
know, but | knew some men like him He flew a |ow

observation fixed-wing aircraft in Vietnam Those are used
when the troops on the ground are engaged in battle, they
need a vantage point wherein to call in...fromwhich to cal

in artillery or air strikes or air support because their
lives are on the line. And nen like ‘Artie’ Ecklund, they
could chose to make a decision to be wth those soldiers
and be with them and be right over them and do the right
thing or they could naybe edge off to the side of the
battle zone. I don’t have the exact details about how
“Artie’ was killed, but | can tell you that | know that he
was in the mddl e of that battle, doing what he was trai ned
to do, not shirking at all. And |I wonder sonetines, | know
back then not everyone in Anerica appreciated everything
that every soldier did. Sonetines we...we forget that it's
us, the politicians, that start the wars and we forget that
the young nen Ilike ‘Artie’ have to fight them and
hopefully, finish them W’ re honored today to have Owen
Stanfield in the gallery behind nme, Wrld War |1 Veteran,

Bronze Star w nner. W talked about Representative
Bradley’'s district we |ost another soldier, Representative

Granberg district, Patoka, young Lance Corporal Marine was

buried on Mnday in a touching cerenony. | asked Edith
earlier, | said, ya know, it’'s been a long, hard day for
ya, | know, and there’'s a |lot of enotion in your heart, and

what a strong woman you are. And she | ooked up at ne and
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she said, ‘It’s been a long, hard 35 years.’ At what a
price, what a price we pay. And ironically, M. Speaker, I
received an enail yesterday from ny son who is in Baghdad
and | wish you would just bear with ne. | had told him
about the young man from Patoka that we had lost and |
t hi nk maybe he was speaking in response not just about the
Lance Corporal from Patoka, but about a larger issue, and
that is soldiers who give the ultimate sacrifice. And ny
son says, |'m sorry to hear about the boy from Illinois.

Hopefully, his death serves as a rem nder to those back
home that we're still fighting a war over here and that
freedom and liberty hang in the bal ance. Tell as nmany
people as you can that the people that we’'re protecting in
this city thank us everyday for being here and they beg us
not to | eave. I’1l1 tell them that a boy from ny state

died, that a boy fromny state died here recently and the

wonen and children will cry and hand ne flowers to lay on
his grave. Just random wonen and old nmen we talk to on
patrol will thank us as we pass by and they' Il hang bl ack

flags for us when we tell them that our friends have died.
He remnds ne that.. well, he closes by saying this, and
this isn't just about Iraq or just about Vietnam or just
about any war, but all wars. The vast majority of people
here are good, hardworking people and a few expletives
deleted are forestalling the birth of a beautiful nation

And that’s where we cone in. Enough said, says ny son. W
have sent nmen and wonmen into battle for now centuries and

we'll send them again in the next century. Edith rem nded
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me that it’s a lot easier to go than it is to send, it’'s
much easier to go off into battle. And she rem nded ne
that her son died doing exactly what he wanted to do, he
| oved his job, he loved the esprit, he loved fighting for
freedom She reminded ne that it was hard to stay hone.

The Ecklund’s have had to wait 35 years, as our nation has.
And Representative, | salute you, a lot of us wore those
bracelets for awhile. As a Vietnam Veteran | wore one for
a while, but even ny...ny heart grew weary and | just didn't
have the...what it took, like you did, to care and to wear
that bracelet, you' d have worn until you died. And | know
that ‘Artie appreciates that. W need nore nen |like you

The world needs nore nen like ‘Artie’ Ecklund. Thank you

M . Speaker.”
Speaker Hanni g: “The Lady from Kane, Representative Chapa
Lavia.”

Chapa LaVia: “Thank you, Speaker. Many of you know that | am a
retired Arnmy Oficer and I don’t know Maj or Ecklund. But I
do know this, I am part of the Illinois AWETS, | part of
Post 84, |I'm part of MOA, |I'm part of nmy local mlitary
organi zati ons, because as young people we often forget
those people that laid down their life for us so that we
can sit in these chairs that we sit in. So, people like
the Major that canme before ne as an Arnmy Oficer, there are
gonna be quite a few after nme and continue throughout
hi story. W need to respect these people. Any tinme | cone
across a veteran, regardless of what war they were in, |

al ways acknowl edge them and thank them for what they’ ve
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given ne as an Anerican citizen. And we should hold this
sacr ed. | would be honored to be placed on that
Resolution. And | know, too, our entire Veterans’ Affairs
Committee would like to be on that...that Resolution. And
part of the House, |I'm sure everybody here would be. But
never forget that, that part of our blood and who we are
and what we do, those soldiers that in war, that cane
before us are still here and we need to respect that. W
were... we need to respect that. That’s like, it’'s our
famly, they are famly nenbers, their son died for us.
So, please always respect that. And thank you very nuch.
And God bl ess your famly.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from W nnebago, Representative
Saci a.”

Saci a: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenmen of the
House. Representative Mffitt, thank you for bringing
forward such an inportant Resolution. Representative
Stephens said it very well, the Vietnam era was a very

different tinme than what we’'re living today. That was ny
era, |'m the age that ‘Artie’ would ve been. I’m the
father of an active duty Arny helicopter pilot who just
cane back fromlraqg and will soon be returning again. So,
| can only imagine the anguish that the Ecklund s are
dealing with. Wen | was a nuch younger man | was a snoker
and in the Arnmy | carried a lighter, a Zi ppo, that nmany of
us that are veterans renenber well. And during the Vietnam
era many of us had a insignia on the side, and | know as

rehearse it from nmenory you wll all renmenber it. It
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sinply stated, ‘God and the soldier, all nen adore, in tine
of strife, intime of war. When the war is over and all is
righted, God is forgotten and the old soldiers slighted.’
There is nothing that could nmake nme feel prouder than to
know that Representative Mffitt brought this great
Resolution forward and that all of us stand in honor of
“Artie’ Ecklund and prove that that poem is wong. He is
not slighted, God is not forgotten, our country is again at
strife, but thankfully this tinme, whether we support the
war or support... don’t support the war, we see the signs
everywhere that we support our troops. “Artie’ Ecklund
truly died a hero and his nmenory wll Ilive on forever.
Thank you, M. and Ms. Ecklund, thank you, Ecklund famly.
You gave us a great hero. Thank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Mffitt now noves for the
adoption of the Resolution. All in favor say °‘aye';
opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And House Resol ution

799 is adopted. Representative MCarthy, for what reason
do you rise?”

McCarthy: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I’d like to announce that
the Hi gher Education Commttee that was scheduled for 4:00
this afternoon in cancel ed. The House Hi gher Education

Comm ttee schedul ed for today is canceled. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And Representative Davis, for what reason do
you rise?”
Davis, W: *“Point of personal privilege, Speaker.”

Speaker Hannig: “State your point.”
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Davis, W: “Speaker, in a tine when we often hear about a
nunber of negative things that are going, particularly in
mnority comunities, 1'd like to take the opportunity to
tell the Menbers of this chanber about a very inportant
group of young people that are visiting in the chanber
t oday. If they would please stand up and be recogni zed.
|"d the Menbers of the House to recognize the 2004 Illinois
Kids Westling Federation State Chanpionship, Harvey Park
District Twisters. Thank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Wel come to Springfield. Representative
Howar d, for what reason do you rise?”

Howar d: “Yes, thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. I'd like to
nove that the posting requirenents be suspended for Senate
Bill 3007.”

Speaker Hannig: “You ve heard the Lady’s Mtion. |Is there any
obj ecti ons? Then all in favor say ‘aye’; all opposed
‘nay’ . The ‘ayes’ have it. And the Lady’'s Modtion is
adopt ed. Any further items to conme before the House?
Represen... M. Cderk, wuld vyou.. just to remnd the

Menbers, why don’t you read the commttee schedule for this

af ternoon.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “Comm ttee Schedul e. El ementary & Secondary
Education Committee will neet at 1 p.m in Room 114. The
Human Services Conmttee will neet at 1 p.m in D1, the

Stratton Building. Jud-1 will nmeet at 1 p.m in G1l. The

Gaming Commttee will neet at 3 p.m in D1 Local
Government Conmittee wll neet at 3 p.m in C 1
Regi stration & Regulation Conmittee will neet in Room 114
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at 3 p.m State CGovernnent will neet at 3 p.m in Room
115. Tourism Comm ttee will neet at 3 p.m in Room 122-B.
Appropri ations-CGeneral Services Committee wll neet at 4

p.m in Room 118. Appropriations-Public Safety Commttee
will neet at 4 p.m in Room 114. Commerce & Business
Devel opnment Committee will neet at 4 p.m in RoomGCG1l. The
Envi ronment & Energy Committee will neet at 4 p.m in Room
D-1.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative

Turner. For what reason do you rise?”

Tur ner : “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
Assenbly. 1'd like to announce that next week we wi |l have
sof t bal | practice in preparation for t he annual

House/ Senate softball game, which is scheduled for My 5.
So, bring your gear down next week and Tuesday we wi |l have

practice. For those guys who aren’'t famliar with the 16-

inch ball, |eave your glove at hone, you won't need it.
But next Tuesday we will|l have practice after Session.”
Speaker Hanni g: “M. Cderk, |I'"m advised there’s an additional

comm ttee announcenent.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “House Judiciary-1 Conmmttee has been cancel ed.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentleman from Cook, Representative G| es.
For what reason do you rise?”

Gles: “Thank you, M. Speaker. |I'mjust calling to...1"’mjust
rising to remnd the Menbers of the Elenentary & Secondary
Education Conmttee that we wll neet right after we

adj ourn.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “Okay. Now, allowing for perfunctory tine,
Representative Currie noves that the House stand adjourned
until tonorrow, Thursday, April 22 at the hour of 12 noon
All in favor of the Mdtion say ‘aye’'; opposed ‘nay’. The
‘ayes’ have it. And the House stands adjourned.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “House Perfunctory Session will now cone to
or der. Readi ng of Senate Bills-First Reading. Senat e

Bill 3183, offered by Representative Franks, a Bill for an
Act concerning taxation.”

Cl erk Mahoney: “House Perfunctory Session will now cone to
order. House Resolution 820 is referred to the Commttee
on Rules, offered by Representative Madigan. There being

no further business, the House Perfunctory Session now
st ands adj our ned.”
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