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Madi gan: "The House will cone to order. Menmbers w |
pl ease be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Dr. Walter Peacock of the Medinah Baptist Church in
Medi nah. Dr. Peacock is the guest of Representative
Pankau. Guests in the gallery may wish to join us and join
us for the invocation and remain standing for the Pledge of
Al | egi ance. Pastor Peacock."

Peacock: "Thank you, Sir. |1'd like read from Psalm 15

"Lord, who may dwell in Your sanctuary? Wwo may |live on
Your holy hill? He whose walk is blaneless and who does
what is righteous, who speaks the truth fromhis heart and
has no slander on his tongue. Wo does his neighbor no
wong and casts no slur on his fellow man. Wo despises a
vile man but honors those who fear the Lord. Who keeps his
oath even when it hurts, who |lends his noney w thout wusury
and does not accept the bribe against the innocent. He who
does these things will never be shaken.' Wuld you join ne
in a word of prayer? Qur Father and our God, we thank You
for these nen and these wonen who You have chosen and put

in the place of Leadership for this great State of

I111inois. We thank You for their willingness to serve You
and to serve the people. And we pray for them this
nor ni ng. We ask that indeed, You would give them w sdom

that You would give themdirection. W ask that You would
help them as they discuss and as they decide, as they nake

decisions that will affect the Iives of people throughout

this state. W thank You for them and we ask Your
conti nued bl essi ng upon them In Jesus nanme, we pray.
Amen. "

Hartke: "W shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by

Represent ati ve Pankau."

Pankau - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
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States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
for all."

Speaker Hartke: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Currie, report on the Denocrat side."

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record reflect that
Represent ati ves Collins, Ganberg, Lou Jones, Kenner,
McCart hy, and Younge are excused today."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Bost."

Bost: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Let the record reflect that
Representati ve Hoeft is excused today."

Speaker Hartke: "110 Menbers answering the Roll... Take the
record. 110 Menbers answering the Roll Call. A quorum is
present and we're ready to do business."

Clerk Bolin: "Attention Menbers, the Rules Conmttee wll neet
i mredi ately in the Speaker's Conference Room Comm ttee
Reports. Representati ve G | es, Chairperson from the
Comm ttee on Elenentary & Secondary Education, to which the
follow ng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on
Wednesday, Decenber 4, 2002, reported the sanme back with
the follow ng recomendation/s: recommends 'be adopted
Fl oor Amendnent #2 to Senate Bill 912. Representative
Bur ke, Chairperson from the Commttee on Executive, to
which the followng neasure/s was/were referred, action
t aken on Wednesday, Decenber 4, 2002, reported the sane
back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s: 'do pass Standard
Debate' for Senate Bill 2291."

Clerk Rossi: "Supplenental Calendar #1 is being distributed."”

Speaker Hartke: "Wuld Menbers in the Stratton Buil ding please
conme to the floor, we are about to conduct business. M .
Clerk, Rules Report."

Clerk Bolin: "Representative Barbara Flynn Currie, Chairperson
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from the Commttee on Rules, to which the followng
nmeasure/s was/were referred, action taken on Decenber 5,
2002, reported t he same back with the follow ng
recomendation/s: 'direct floor consi derati on' Fl oor
Amendnent #3 to Senate Bill 912, Anmendnent #3 to Senate
Bill 1258, and Anendnent #2 to Senate Bill 2390."

Hartke: "M. derk, woul d you read t he Agr eed

Resol uti ons. "

Clerk Rossi: "Agreed Resolutions. House Resolution 1045, offered

Speaker

by Representative Daniels; House Resolution 1051, offered
by Representative Daniels; House Resolution 1055, offered
by Representative Mffitt; House Resolution 1111, offered
by Representative Dart; House Resolution 1112, offered by
Representative Schoenberg; House Resolution 1113, offered
by Representative Milligan; House Resolution 11... House
Resolution 1114; House Resolution 1115; House Resol ution
1116; House Resolution 1117; House Resol ution 1120; House
Resolution 1121; House Resolution 1122; House Resol ution
1123; House Resol ution 1124; House Resolution 1125; House
Resolution 1126; House Resolution 1127; House Resol ution
1128; House Resol ution 1129; House Resolution 1130; House
Resolution 1131; House Resolution 1132; House Resol ution
1134; House Resol ution 1135; House Resolution 1136; House
Resolution 1137; House Resolution 1138; House Resol ution
1139; House Resol ution 1142."

Hartke: "You've heard the Agreed Resolutions. Al those
in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no’'. In opinion
of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Agreed
Resol utions are adopted. On Supplenental Calendar or on
Cal endar... or on Regul ar Cal endar page 2, on Senate Bills,
appears Senate Bill 912, Representative Lang. M. derk,

read the Bill."
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Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 912 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. Amendnent  #1 was adopted in commttee. No

Motions have been filed. Floor Anendnment #2, offered by
Representati ve Lang, has been approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Lang on Amendnent #2."

Lang: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House.
The inaction of the General Assenbly in properly funding
education is beginning to cone hone to roost. As you know,
| ast year we had to craft special legislation to nake sure
that the Round Lake School District did not go under.
Today, we're faced with another school district in crisis,
the Hazel Crest School District. This is a school district
that sone could argue and maybe properly so that has been
m smanaged, but there are about 11 hundred students that go
to this school district. The school district is insolvent.
| medi ate action is needed by this General Assenbly to
insure that those 11 hundred students can continue to go to
cl ass uninterrupted. And when | say immediate, | nean
i mredi ate. This Anendnment which canme out of the Elenentary
Education Conmittee on a wunaninous Roll Call is an
Amendnent that is nodeled after the Round Lake approach
that we took with a few different nuances. Nuances
particularly inportant that would allow a new school
authority to borrow noney sufficient to pay the bills of
the school district and to continue the operation of the
school district. This noney would be paid back and this is
not an authority that will last forever. |It's an authority
that has a tine limt wthin the confines of the Amendnent.
Rat her than go through all of the details of the Arendnent,
|"d be happy to answer your questions, but suffice to say
that this Arendnment was crafted over a period of tine with

a lot of people in the room The State Board of Education
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is the final drafter of this. Al parties involved believe
this is the one and only way we can keep the children in
Hazel Crest going to school at the present tine. And so,
strongly urge your support of this Amendnent so that we can
t ake care of these kids."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Wiiteside, M. Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

M tchel |, J.: "Representative, could you, in any way,
characterize this as a possible bailout for this school
district?"

Lang: "I wouldn't characterize it as a bail out because the noney
t hat woul d be borrowed fromthe State Board of Education is
to be paid back. The stated intention, the stated |anguage
of this Anmendnent requires the dollars to be paid back
And so, while it's a tenporary neasure to keep the schoo
district afloat, | would not characterize it as a bailout."

Mtchell, J.: "And would you explain to the Body the nechani sm by

which this noney would be paid back, or I can if you want

nme to."
Lang: "Well, since you are the spokesperson on the FEducation
Commttee, Representative, |'d be honored if you would do

t he expl anation.™

Mtchell, J.: "Ladies and Gentlenen, this is a really conplicated
i ssue and | guess, the only innocence in this whole thing
are the kids thenselves. Basically, what the state board
is enpowered to do when we pass this Bill, if we pass this
Bill, 1is that they will take the |levy that has been passed
by referendumin that district and inplenent it. Now, the
Board of Education, for their own reasons, and the

superintendent decided not to inplenent the new |l evy, even


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF I LLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

149t h Legi sl ati ve Day Decenber 5, 2002
t hough the people voted for an increase. Now, that's gonna
be about 500 to 550 dollars per household on a hundred
t housand dol Il ar home. Then that noney will stretch as far
as it possibly can to cover the debts the district has
incurred, but it won't get all of the debt covered. So, to
use a fornula that's been devised and it's one that says
that they wll fund up to $4 thousand per student in that
district, then they are going to have to |levy another tax
on the people and that state board, through the finance
authority, to levy the tax. That tax, they estimate, wll
be sonmewhere around another hundred and fifty dollars on a
homeowner. This is unprecedented. It makes ne a little
squeam sh to not have a vote of the people, but tinme is of
the essence to keep these kids in school. That noney nust
be paid back to the state. That noney to bring it up to $4
t housand woul d be a loan fromthe State of Illinois and the
way they pay it back is to tax the people a second tine to
| evy another tax on the honmeowners. There's no Dbusiness,
no industry, no corporate help in that district. It's
pretty much a bedroom community. The m smanagenent and al
those problens... yeah, they're probably there. But the
matter of fact, as the Representative said, it's the only
way we're gonna keep the kids in school at this point and
they deserve an education just |ike everyone else. The
bail out portion of this thing cones then after the decision
is made. The authority... the finance authority also has
the authority to recomend either a consolidation or
annexation to a neighboring district. Once that happens,
that recommendation goes back to the State Board of
Educati on who can then inplenment a consolidation or an
annexat i on. And basically, that's a forced annexation,

forced consolidation, because again there will be no vote
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of the people in that district. The new district that
takes themover wll then accept that district and the
incentives that go wth it. Now, those incentives anount
to pretty close to enough noney to just bail out the old
district, if they use it that way. But that old district
is gone. (kay? So, you're not really bailing out a
district. The district is dissolved, it's now part of a
| arger district. The new elenentary district then would
have to shoul der the burden of the cost of educating those
kids down the road wthout the incentive noney if the
incentive noney Iis wused to pay off the debt. So, either
way, it's going to be difficult to encourage any of the
nei ghboring districts to accept this financially bankrupt
district. And the reason that they won't accept this
district, 1is that the incentives are not great enough to
allow themto survive and stop a domno effect in that
whole area. But at this point, and cautiously for sonme of
t he Menbers, we need 'yes' votes to nove this thing forward
so that the students thenselves will have an wuninterrupted
educati on. And |, quite frankly, wth what | know and
those I've talked to, can't figure out a better solution.
| wish there were one. |'msure Lou wi shes the sane thing.
But at this point, | think this is all we can do and I'|
stand with the Representative and continue to answer
guestions if you have them Thank you."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from Peoria, Representative Slone."

"Thank you, M. Chairman. Representative Lang, | guess |
having not followed this as closely and | did listen to
what Representative Mtchell had to say, but | haven't
followed this as it developed as closely as | mght have.

How did we get to the point where these people are gonna
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Lang:

have to close the doors in a week before we addressed the
probl em or before sonebody addressed the problenP”

"There are a nunber of issues here, Representative. First,
as Representative Crotty so eloquently stated in conmmttee
yesterday, this is a very small comunity of bungal ow
homes. This community has honmes that are in the area of
80, 90, a hundred thousand dollars where the taxes they pay
are 7 or $8 thousand because there's no business in this
comunity of any kind. There's no industry in this
comunity of any kind. Many hones have been shuttered and
abandoned. There aren't... There are a | ot of people don't
pay their taxes because they've just left their hones.
It's a very poor community or certainly |ower-mddle-class
community, so they have noney... difficulty in t hat
di rection. In addition, while there was a referendum

passed to increase the tax levy, the school board never

i npl emented the new dollars. And so, let nme just say,
there... we can tal k about m smanagenent and we can be very
difficult and hard about it and say, well, no, we're not

going to help because this school board didn't do what it

shoul d have done, because this school boar d was
i rresponsi bl e. But that would nmake us irresponsible
because there's 11 hundred kids involved here. And so,

we' ve got difficulty piled upon difficulty, but an

energency situation. This can't even wait 'til when we
return in January. Thi s must be done now, in fact, this
| egi sl ation when we pass it, if we pass it, has an

imediate effective date and allows the State Board of
Education to put this authority together wwthin five days
and within five days only and that's how energent this
situation is. So, there's many factors, sone of which we

can't do anything about, but we've gotta take care of the
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kids and |I'm sure you agree."

Slone: "Yeah. | suppose | agree that we have to take care of the
kids. | don't agree that nobody could see this comng
sooner than when we're put in a situation where we have to
address it in this fashion. I'minterested in know ng how
long this tenporary solution will |ast and whether these
kids could be placed, along with their state share of their
noney, in other school districts, so that they continue
their education wthout rewardi ng the school board and the
community for acting in an irresponsible way toward their
own kids."

Lang: "Other school districts wll have to accept the kids.
There is an incentive built into allowthem to do that.
It's not a great incentive, but | think the state board was
convinced there would not be an issue and that this would
happen. The..."

Slone: "M... W're tal king about noving these kids in the mddle
of the school year which is ludicrous in itself, but it..."

Lang: "Well, it's a far better solution than having them have no
place to go to school. Those are the only alternatives.
You tal ked about, could anybody see this com ng, presumably
t he school board should have seen it com ng. The state
board talked at the commttee yesterday about putting new
mechani snms into place to take a different kind of [|ook at
school districts around the state. There are 85% and this
is critical as we nove forward on t hese I Ssues.
Ei ghty-five percent of the school districts..."

Speaker Hartke: "Shhh..."

Lang: "... in Illinois run at a deficit."

Slone: "I was going to point that out to you. I find it
absol utely absurd.”

Lang: "And as we, in this Assenbly, have failed to properly fund
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education, these 1issues are going to be nore and nore on
our plate. And so, | stated at the commttee yesterday,
while we nust do this, the General Assenbly nust also craft
| ong-range planning so that we're not dealing with this one
school district at a tine. Last year Round Lake, this year
Hazel Crest, next spring tw or three nore. W have to
cone up with a plan. The state board indicated at the
commttee hearing yesterday that they were in the m dst of
trying to put that together. And it is their hope that
before the end of the next Spring Session we'll have a nuch
better plan of attack to deal with these schools and a much
better plan of attack to do advance notification to school
districts when they are in trouble, even when they don't
recogni ze it thensel ves."

"Don't we have a financial watch Ilist for school
districts?"

"This school was on the financial watch list, but this..."
"Nobody was wat chi ng?"

"Well... Representative, even schools on the financial
watch list, while they're on the watch list, the state has
not really put together the right nechanisns to follow up
sufficiently in advance to avoid these kinds of problens.
And that's exactly what they tal ked about at the commttee
yest er day. They're going to be going school district by
school district and checking several different types of

data and doi ng nore advanced planning with school districts

directly. So, but this, frankly... I'll be happy to answer
your questions. But this, frankly, is sonething for next
spring..."

"I understand that..."
"I't has little to do with the Hazel Crest problem today."

"l understand all of that. But it's just extrenely

10
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bothersome to think that the State Board of Education
bureaucracy is not able to flag these problens and help us
solve 'em in a way that does not require this kind of an
energency stanpede, |last mnute, ad hoc type of solutions
like what we have here. And it's... it's aterrible
precedent and it's very worrisone."

Lang: "Well, we all agree. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from DuPage, Representative Bellock."

Bel | ock: "Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Bel l ock: "I wanted... Yes. WII he yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Bel | ock: "Thank vyou. | wanted to ask to clarify this 'cause
there seens to be a lot of discussion. |If the noney going

to the school district is going to be out of cash fromthe

State of Illinois? The |loan."
Lang: "Can you repeat your question, Representative? I|I'msorry."
Bell ock: "There seens to be a |lot of discrepancy as to where the
money is comng from that wll be given to the schoo
district. Is it going to be cash from the State of

II'linois or is it froma private source with backing from

the State of IIlinois?"
Lang: "The Anendnment states, Representative, that... well, first
of all, the first part of your question is where's the

money coming from It's comng from the State Board of
Education. The second..."

Bel lock: "Well, that's fromthe State of Illinois, then?"

Lang: "That's a loan to be repaid."

Bel | ock: "But where is the..."

Lang: "But the Amendnent... Let ne finish, please.”

Bel | ock: "Ckay."

11
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Lang: "But the Amendnent al so says that the school district nust
first attenpt to borrow noney from private sources."”
Bel | ock: "But when we vote on this today, it can be noney com ng
from the State of Illinois if they are not able to borrow
froma private source."
Lang: "That is correct.”
Bell ock: "So, | guess nmy question is, besides all +the other
di scussion that we've had for the last tw days over

m smanagenent of the school district and other things,

those of us that have fought for alnost a year straight for

Medi caid funding for nursing honmes, that'll now take a back
seat to... I|'"'m wondering where all the noney that
everybody's said we couldn't restore, t hat Medi cai d
funding, all of a sudden now we're going to have noney to

give to the school district. Were does that noney cone
fronf"

Lang: "Well, 1've been fighting with you, Representative, to
create better Medicaid reinbursenents for nursing hones.
This is a situation that involves 11 hundred plus school
ki ds today, right now W can throw out these red herrings
on the floor, but to vote 'no’ on this is to tell 11
hundred school kids in Hazel Crest, you won't have anywhere
to go to school next week. So, we can tal k about Medi caid,
we can talk about how we need nore noney for prisons. W
can tal k about a lot of things, we can even tal k about how
we need nore noney for schools all over the State of
II'linois. But today, 11 hundred school kids have to have a
pl ace to go to school when they wake up tonmorrow and that's
what this is about."

Bel l ock: "I understand that, Representative. | also wunderstand
that last spring we had private pharmacies and we had

private nursing honmes closing because we were so far

12
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del ayed on our Medicaid reinbursenents. And certainly, |
care about the children in that school district, but I'm
just saying, | don't know where the noney is comng fromto

pay them Are we then going to have to take out a | oan,

again to get noney? Were is that noney gonna cone fromif

they don't get it froma private source, if we're $2.8
billion in deficit ourselves?"
Lang: "I'm not sure | can answer that question for you directly

and | actually think it's nore of a rhetorical question
you're asking than anything else. The answer is, we all
agree with what you're saying, but we've got this issue
that has to be taken care of today. That's all | have to
tell you about it."

Bel l ock: "I had another question. |In the discussion that we had
wth the state superintendent, are they definitely going to
di ssol ve the school district?"

Lang: "That 1is not definite. They're first going to try to
attenpt to negotiate a plan of attack anong all of the
af fected school districts locally."

Bellock: "So, we're being asked to vote right now for an
open-ended Bill that we don't know if we're gonna have to
give the noney and we don't know if they're gonna dissolve
the school district. Correct?"

Lang: "Well, we know one thing they're going to do. They're
gonna create an authority that's gonna over see t he
activities of this school district and oversee the
resolution of this issue. So, we're not leaving it to this
particul ar school board and this particular superintendent
to resolve these issues. That's why we're creating this
authority. And Representative, you did exactly the sane
thing when you voted to allow the Round Lake School

Districts last spring to do this very thing."

13


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

149t h Legi sl ati ve Day Decenber 5, 2002

Bellock: "But |I think this is nore open-ended because in this

Lang:

case if they dissolve the school district, all contracts
are null and void. Wat does that do... That's what we

were told in the discussion by the state superintendent.

| f they dissolve the school district, that all contracts
are null and void. | "' m wondering what that does to the
referendumthat was voted on by that school district, if,

when they dissolve, there no longer 1is that school
district."

"Representative, if a school district has contracts, those
contracts are still wvalid contracts even if the school

district dissolves."”

Bel l ock: "That isn't what we were explained yesterday."

Lang:

"Representative, assum ng that these... assumng that the
school district dissolves and we nove these 11 hundred kids
to other school districts, the other districts are not
going to take these kids wunless these issues of these
contracts are resolved. You wouldn't, they won't. So, al

of these issues are going to have to be resolved, the
contracts, the kids, the teachers, the noncertified staff.
Al of these issues will have to be taken care of or these

kids won't be able to nove any place.”

Bel l ock: "I understand that. And | guess | would say that | w sh

Lang:

we were able to wait a couple of weeks to find out about
these 1issues before we give a blanket open... pass a Bil
here wi t hout knowi ng... especially about... and has there
been an attenpt to consoli date?"

"The inportant thing that you need to know, Representative,
is that this authority does not have bl anket authority to

do anything they wish with this school district."”

Bel l ock: "Well, there are a lot of questions that we're being

asked to vote on sonething ahead of tinme with about ten

14
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questions here that we've just asked that we really don't
know the answers to. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further di scussi on? The Chair recognizes
Represent ati ve Beaubi en, the Gentl eman from Lake."

Beaubi en: "Thank you. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Beaubi en: "One specific question. This Bill has been drafted so
that it just applies to Hazel Crest, is that correct?”

Lang: "That is correct.”

Beaubien: "That's the way | read the Bill, also. 1... | was
listening to the discussion before about fi nanci ng.
There's nothing preventing them fromrunning to a | ocal
bank once this authority's in place and there's a separate
levy to borrow the noney locally. |Is that a possibility?
Isn'"t that what we attenpt to do first?"

Lang: "You're correct, Sir. The whole idea of having the
authority is to make it... to make it nuch easier to go to
private sources and borrow the noney. The thought is that
private sources are not going to be too anxious to go to
the current people in Hazel Crest who have put themin this
situation and | oan themthe noney. So, this authority wll

make it nuch easier to go borrow the noney."

Beaubien: "That's ny understanding, that wll be our first
opti on. In the event this does not work, then you' d have
to go to the state. |Is that correct?"

Lang: "M . Speaker, |I'mhaving difficulty hearing M. Beaubien.
M. Speaker, | cannot hear."

Speaker Hartke: "Shhh... Please."

Beaubien: "It's ny understanding that the first effort wll be
made to place the noney privately. If that does not work
and only when that does not work, then we go to the state

as a last resort."
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Lang: "That is correct, M. Beaubien."

Beaubien: "Okay. By the way, | want to thank you for your prior
statenments dealing with the crisis that's comng. It is
real. W do need to change our oversight panels and our
financial authorities. They're woefully inadequate and

it'"s going to be a very difficult job for the GCeneral
Assenbly next spring. The one comment | would nake to al
of you, having worked along with Representative Gsnond for
well into six nonths into drafting the |egislation that was
particularly drafted for Round Lake. This could be anyone
of these people sitting in this room You nmay be comng
back here next year for your own district. Thi s
Legi sl ature cooperated fully with Tim Gsnond and nyself
when we cane back to you and said, this is what we need,
this is what wll work. W didn't need to borrow noney
from the state, but this is a different situation. So, |
woul d urge all of you when you're pressing the buttons
ultimately, to renmenber, you may be sitting right where Lou
Lang is next year. So, keep that in m nd when you cast
your vote. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Gles."

Gles: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor yield for a

question?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he will yield."

Gles: "Representative Lang, | believe you have stated about
certain school districts on the watch list. Do you... do
you in... right now, do you have a list or a nunber of how

many of these schools on the watch list, financial watch

list?"
Lang: "Representative, there are about 12 schools today on the
financial watch i st, but that is wunder the current
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G | es:

mechanism that the state board uses. As you heard in
commttee yesterday, the state board is going to conmt an
entirely different kind of nmechani smso that another Hazel
Crest or another Round Lake does not occur. And when they
do that, we could have dozens, hundreds of schools on a
watch list. As you also heard in commttee, 85% of the
school districts in Illinois today run at a deficit. Now,
sone of those are just paper deficits and they're really in
no financial difficulty. But many of t hese school
districts in the next year or two or three are going to be
in very severe financial straits unless we, noving forward,
put together a much different kind of approach to deal with
t hese problens.”

"Thank you, Representative Lang. And | believe you have
wel | -spoken on that and | tend to totally agree with you.
But also, let me just sinply share with you what the State
Board of FEducation has said, as well. They have here..
before ne | have about, at |east two school districts that
are in what they call certified as in financial difficulty.
W have about, of course, as it's been stated, we have
about three of the school districts that is in Financial
Oversight Panel according to the State Board of Education.
And al so, as Representative Lang just stated, we have about
over 85% of the school districts that has consecutive...
t hree-year consecutive school deficit. The State Board of
Education is stating that we have about 163 of these school
districts with three consecutive years of deficit. This is
the trend in the State of [Illinois, everyone. And |
believe two of ny colleagues on the other side of the
ai sl e, Representative Mtchell, who so eloquently stated
that the real issue here is about the children of the State

of Illinois. That's the real issue. |If each Legislator
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keep their mnd on what this is all about, it's about the
children of the State of Illinois, those innocent children,
will be deprived of an opportunity for education in this
state. Representative Beaubien just nade a statenent that
sinmply, you know, says it all to each and every one of us
here. Tonmorrow we can all be in the sane situation. We
could be right back here dealing with this issue in each of
our school districts. This is... this is a travesty and
this is a hard pill to swallow, but it's a travesty. e
have a situation in which a school district now have to
continue to burden its taxpayers... its taxpayers, to try
to fund public education in this state. This is the
travesty that we have in this state and this is the reason
why we continue to stress upon each and every Menber to
open their hearts, to begin to really look at this
mechanism in this situation of funding, how we fund
education in the State of Illinois. W're gonna continue
to do that and wth the Governor-elect, we hope that his
heart is open and anenable to what needs to be done to
really solve this problem to take the Band-Aid off this
problem This is a Band-Aid today, but we need to take
this Band-Aid off and truly resolve this issue. W tend to
resolve many issues dealing with Corrections or whatever
but when it cones to education, we continue to put a
Band-Aid on the problem And I'm sick and tired of
continuously putting Band-Aids on this problem Ever since
|"ve been here in '93 we have been putting Band-Aids on
educati on. We continue to fund education with sin taxes,
tobacco to cigarettes. W contend to... we contend to
burden the problens of not funding education the right way.
W do not take the General Revenue dollars, the good cl ean

t axpayer dollars, to fund educati on. W continue to do
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these things. It's tinme for us to take a good | ook at this
and truly try to resolve this issue, because each and every
one of our school districts, we will be in this scenario.
W will be in this situation. W continue to... we
continue to fund everything else that we want. W want to
bail out mmjor corporations in this state. W want to bai
out entities that we think that 'social feel good'. But
each and every Legislator in this Body has canpai gned on
the idea of fair and equitable and a good edu... quality
educati onal opportunity for a quality education in this
done. And so, each and every one of us has a
responsibility to make tough votes sonetinmes and this is a
tough vote. It's a very tough vote. | have a school... |
have a school district in nmy district that has one of the
hi gh property tax in the State of Illinois. This is a very

tough vote, but we nmust, as Representative Mtchell say, we

must | ook at the children of the State of Illinois. And
that's what this Bill is all about. And we hope that we
will... we will open our hearts to that and do the right

thing and vote 'yes' on this piece of legislation.”

Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? The Chair recognizes
Representative Black. You have two m nutes.™

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. | hope not to take two
m nut es, because | wanna just speak to the Amendnent, not
to the overall..."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Anmendnent.”

Black: "... school funding crisis. You' ve all had a chance to
vote on that twice in the last two years, sone of you did,
sonme of you didn't. So, this isn't the time to pontificate
about the fundings crisis in education that's been around
this place as long as |I've been. Sonme of us have addressed

that issue, sone have chosen not to, but that's past
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Speaker

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

hi story. The Anendnent before us is what concerns ne.
WI1l the Sponsor yield?"

Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

"Representative, there's one thing that | don't understand
about this situation with the school district addressed in
the Anmendnent and |I'mgonna rely on your |egal expertise.
The citizens of the district agreed to pay higher property
taxes to alleviate the fiscal crisis of this district. As
| understand it, the Board of Education then said, 'No, we
are not going to levy the tax increase that you passed.'’
Now, in a case |like that, Representative, and | defer to
your |egal expertise, why was not a lawsuit filed froma
teachers' group, a parent group, an education advocacy
group? Wiy didn't sonebody file a lawsuit saying to the
board, you have no choice in this matter, 1'lIl file a wit,
you are char ged W th carrying out your | egal
responsibilities and the voters have spoken, |evy the tax
increase. And they have refused to do so. Were's the
lawsuit, the wit of mandanus | believe, saying to them
you nust do what the voters told you to do?"
"Representative, a lawsuit is still possible, however, this
is a referendumthat just passed.™

"I understand that."

"They wouldn't be... even if they put it into effect, even
i f they didn't make whatever errors of omssion or
conm ssion they may have nade, they woul dn't have the noney
intinme..."

"That's right."

to deal with the payroll that's due Friday. That's
really the bottomline here.”

"And that |eads into ny next question. | hope a |awsuit

isin fact filed, because if it isn't, vyou ve already
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stated clearly and I... you and | both could probably nane
the school district that wll be here in January or

Lang:
Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

February in the very sane situation. And | think ny fear
is that this sends a nessage to that school board, oh, the
heck wth it, just, ya know, turn it over. But ny concern
is this board has attenpted to borrow noney. They have
been rejected by all of the banks in their area, have they
not ?"

"My schol ar here, tells ne yes."

"kay. The point you just nmde is one that | raised

yesterday in a neeting with the superintendent. You
understand the property tax levy and | canme out of | ocal
government and | do. These taxes would be levied in 2003
to be collected in 2004. So, the only thing you can do
and, if | understand your Amendnent, is we will becone the
bank and give anticipation warrants on the anticipated tax
levy. |Is that in effect what we're doi ng?"
"That is partially correct, Representative. But let ne
also add, that even the approval of the referendum even
the new taxes that are authorized, even if Ilevied, would
not fill this hole. 1In addition, the authority is going to
take this process over not the current school board.™

"No, | understand that. Now, let nme follow up on that.
If... if the referenda that was passed by the voters of the
district, to ny understanding the first one that they'd
even had on the ballot in 40 years, if that isn't enough..
well, that's an issue of managenent, | don't even need to
get into that. But the... the authority that you're
creating by this Anendnent appears to ne to have sone
extraordinary powers. |Is there... | don't see any sunset
clause or... what's the tineline? Wat | don't want is ten

years from now, when many of us are gone fromthis chanber
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Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack;

Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

is for a General Assenbly to say, 'Wiat is the... is there
a process by which the state board can i npose a tax on the
residents of a school district wthout their vot e?
Because | think the author... this... if | understand the
Amendnent, it does give this authority that kind of very
rare power."

"They do, but it's limted. The authority, not the state
board, but this authority that..."

"Ri ght."

woul d be created can inpose property taxes but only up
tothe limt that the district is allowed to inpose under
the [aw "

"All right."

"So, they could go up tothe limt of the new authorization
in the referendum but they can't go beyond that."

"All right."

"And it is exactly what was done in Round Lake, by the way
and we voted for that last spring.”

"Lou, to the best of ny... to the best of your know edge

or Representative Scully's knowl edge, has this board ever
seriously entered into consolidation or annexation talks
with surrounding districts or have they just not even faced
t hat i1ssue?"
"The answer 1is, yes. Not only has the | ocal board been
doing that, but the state board has been very involved in
trying to make that happen. Now, | think this has probably
happened very late in the process, because of factors that
we' ve already discussed. But it's not ready to happen and
we need this authority to junp-start all of that."

" Ckay. Wul d the authority have the ability to say after
studying and doing the financial... the painful financial

decisions that the authority's gonna have to nake in this
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Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

Lang:

Bl ack:

Speaker

case, would the authority then have any power to say when
all is said and done these students, this district will be
di ssolved and you wll beconme nenbers of an adjoining
school district, whatever one they choose?"

"The answer is, yes, but let's understand the other school
districts have to agree and accept these students..."

"Ckay. "

"...accept the staff, as well."

"Ri ght."

"Because it's inportant to point out here that the teachers
that nove along with this process wll continue their
seniority rights, et cetera."

"And | think that's the point | wanna focus on. |If that
consolidation is, in fact, suggested or... nmandated is
probably too strong a word. But if that is what is done
and said, |ook, you' re going to consolidate. The district
obvi ously nust agree. But does the authority have the
power to say we don't need a referenda from the residents
of the affected district, all we need is an agreenent from
t he school board and you are now consolidated wth that
district?"

"Yeah, the school board..."
"All right."
makes that decision, not the voters."

"But that is a... that is a departure fromcurrent law, is
it not?"

"That's correct, Sir."

"All right. Fine. Thank you very nuch."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Ladi es and Gentl enen, we
have around seven or eight Menbers yet in the... wshing to
speak on this Amendnent and we have anot her Anmendnent after

that. Wat is your pleasure? Shall we continue or shal
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MIller:

we cal l for t he guestion? The Chair recognizes
Representative Mller."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. "1l go directly to the
Amendnent. Hazel Crest School District 152 1/2 is adjacent
to ny legislative district. And | would first al... would
like to comend the Legislative Leaders and the Governor
for trying to work this out, and the superintendent of
education of trying to cone up with a solution. There's
sonme things that we have to understand here of why and how
this school district has gotten into this condition.
There's been specul ation on m smanagenent, |'mnot here to
say there has been or has not been. But | know that school
districts in ny adjacent area 155, 132, 148, 159, 15..
149, 168, 158, and 205 which are all wthin ny
representative district, all will be facing this type of
financial problem So, you can't say that it's entire
m smanagenent on all these school districts as opposed to a
systematic probl em of educational funding here in the State
of Illinois. In our area in the south suburbs, there have
been an increase of special education children in our
district. Wth that increase in special education, that
the nonies have not followed and has been dependent upon
those local school districts to fund t he mandat ed
requirenents by the State and the Federal Governnent on
them and therefore helping to... for this particular school
district to get in this situation, that in addition to the
| oss of businesses. W're at a point now that we have to
deci de on what we're gonna do with education and | do think
this is just the beginning and is the... is the... just the
tip of the iceberg of what's happening in the State of
II'linois. W have to fund education first. W have to have

clean dollars as other speakers has nentioned before. And
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| would i ke to urge all Menbers to really consider this
| egislation and have... to nake sure that they have the
sane vigor and energy when this cones up in the... next
year's Session. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Ladies and Gentlenen, we've had about four or
five people speak for or against this Amendnent and we
still have seven people wshing to speak. Wat | would
like to do is to nove this Bill to Third Reading and 1've
taken the Menbers down who have their lights on in the
order of Garrett... well, | had them in order. .
Represen... M. Mapes here has the order down. W'I|l nove
this Bill to Third and then debate it on Third Reading.
Ckay? Representative Lang to close on the Mdtion."

Lang: "Vote 'aye'."

Speaker Hartke: "You' ve heard the... you' ve heard the Gentl eman's
Motion on Anmendnent #2 to Senate Bill 912. Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the
Amendnent is adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "Floor Arendnent #3, offered by Representative Lang,
has been approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Lang."

Lang: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies, and Gentlenen. This is a
clarification. There's two itenms in this Amendnent which
is technical. The first, the Anmendnent clarifies that the
anount of borrowi ng for any of the new |evies adopted by
the authority is linmted to an amount equal to $4 thousand
per student. Second, it «clarifies that any dissolution
agr eenent anong t he authority and adjoining school
districts nust be approved by a mgjority vote of each
respective school board, not the district voters. | would

ask for your support of Amendnent 3. If we do it quickly,
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we can just answer any questions on Third Reading."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion on Floor Amendnent #3?
Anyone seeki ng di scussi on on Anendnment #3? Seei ng none,
the question is, 'Shall the House adopt Floor Amendnent #3
to Senate Bill 912?" Al those in favor signify by saying
"aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes' have it. And the Anendnent is adopted. Furt her
Amendnment s?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 912, a Bill for an Act regarding
education. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Lang."

Lang: "I'll answer questions, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "Chair recognizes Representative Garrett."

Garrett: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Garrett: "Representative Lang, the only question | have about
this, 1'mjust not clear, | asked sone of the questions in
the Education Commttee neeting |ast night. The school

finance authority is being set wup for a period of ten

years."

Lang: "At a maxi mum of ten years. There are other nechanisns
within the Bill that allow the authority to dissolve
earlier."”

Garrett: "And the school finance authority wll be appointed
by...?"

Lang: "The state superintendent will do this, five nenbers, two

of which nust reside within the district."
Garrett: "And then the other menmbers would cone from where? I
mean, | just wanna understand what... who these people are

going to be."
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Lang: "There are no geographical bounds, but the other three
menbers w Il be chosen by the state superintendent after he
revi ews credentials and determ nes whether they have

sufficient experience or background in education to be able

to properly do this work."

Garrett: "So... so, the nunber of nenbers on this authority?"
Lang: "Five."

Garrett: "Five and three of which will be...?"

Lang: "Three of which, | guess you'd call them public nenbers and

two woul d be public nenbers who live within the district.
Al five could be within the district, but a mninmmof two
have to live within the district."

Garrett: "But no... you haven't set criteria yet or that hasn't
been establ i shed?"

Lang: "State superintendent will do that. They need to have sone
sort of expertise in education to be able to function
within this authority, but that would be left up to the
superi ntendent . "

Garrett: "ls there a prototype that he has dra... the state
superintendent is drawing fromwhen putting together this
type of authority, one in which that has been used in the

past in sone other way that has actually worked?"

Lang: "Round Lake, Representative."

Garrett: "And it's the sanme kind of framework that worked...?"

Lang: "There are differences, but in ternms of how the authority
is created..."

Garrett: "Okay."

Lang: "... and the nenbership, it's exactly the sanme as Round
Lake."

Garrett: "Okay. That's the only question | have and | thank you
for all your hard work on this."

Lang: "Thank you."
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Speaker Hartke: "Chair recognizes Representative Currie, for
| egislative intent."

Currie: "Thank you Speaker, Menbers of the House. | have two
guestions of the Sponsor again for legislative intent. Am
| right 1in wunderstanding that all new borrow ng, not
including any borrowng tax anticipation warrants, that
t hey can do based on existing levies, any new borrow ng
that this new finance authority would do, would be

[imted, would be capped at $4 thousand per child

approximately $4 mllion."

Lang: "That's correct."”
Currie: "ls that correct?"
Lang: "That's correct."”

Currie: "And secondly, the authority's ability to |evying new
t axes, new taxes, not the levies already in place, would be
limted to the anbunt that's necessary in order to repay
t hat additional noney borrowed."

Lang: "That is correct, as well."

Currie: "Thank you."

Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? Chair recogni zes
Representative Scul ly."

Scully: "Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill."

speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Scully: "M. Lang has done an excellent job in presenting this
Bill and | thank him for his support. And he and many
ot her speakers today have talked about the issue of
addressing a long-termsolution to this problem | ask
each of the Menbers of this General Assenbly, and | ask
each citizen of this state who is... shares a concern for
the school funding to get a copy of the report that was
i ssued by the Education Fundi ng Advisory Board on Cctober

22 of this year. This report contains a conprehensive
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series of recommendations for the long-termsolution to the
school funding problem | support these recomendations.
| support their proposals for a conprehensive change in the
way we fund public education. The tinme for the discussion
of this problemis over. The tine to take action is before

us and a conprehensive plan is before us. | ask each of

you to review these findings and if you support these

findings, publicly state your support. If you don't
support these findings, show us your plan. But so... the
time for... a vague discussion of school funding reformis
over. |If we do not do so, if we do not take sone

conprehensive step in the next six nonths, we should all be
prepared to have this discussion over and over and over
again as each of these school districts becones insolvent
and cones to the General Assenbly for its bailout. Thank
you. "

Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? Chair recogni zes
Representative Righter."

Ri ghter: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Righter: "Representative Lang, |'ve got a few questions about
sone of the provisions in the Bill, that | find curious.
Qur analysis says that a referendumin this area hasn't
been approved in around 40 years."

Lang: "Excuse ne, Representative. M. Speaker, | can't hear M.
Ri ghter.™

Speaker Hartke: "Shhh."

Lang: "Thank you. Sorry, Sir."

Righter: "That's okay. Qur analysis says that a referendum
hasn't been approved sonmewhere in this district sonewhere
in the last 40 years. |In that neighborhood it hasn't been

approved, is that right? There hasn't been one."
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Lang: "That's correct, | believe."
Righter: "Is that because those were floated and failed or

because there wasn't one on the ballot in the last 40
years?"

Lang: "I don't think we know the answer to that, Representative."

Righter: "Ckay. That..."

Lang: "And... without <cutting off your questioning, |let ne just,
can | just nmake a comment?"

Righter: "Well, how about if I go through ny questions first

'cause your gonna get to nmake your conmment at the end of

the Bill."
Lang: "The mss man... | know, but whether there's m smanagenent
inthis district is a waste of our tinme today. Let's

assunme there is and nove forward and just deal with this
Amendnent and this Bill."
Righter: "Ckay. That's... and that's what | want to do."

Lang: "All right."

Righter: "I'mnot going to preach about school funding issues and
stuff like that. | want to talk about this Bill. As |
understand the Bill, if a neighboring school board and the

new school board put in place at Hazel GCrest want to
consolidate, as long as the state's... state board or the
commttee... the oversight commttee signs off on that,
then the consolidation takes place? |Is that right?"

Lang: "So long as the surrounding school districts buy into the
pl an."

Righter: "Now, all of the surrounding school districts or the one

t hat Hazel Crest..."

Lang: "It could be one or all of them depending..."

Ri ghter: "Okay, whoever is involved in the consolidation."”

Lang: "Everyone who's involved in the consolidation."

Ri ghter: "Ckay. Now, when you say as long as the school
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districts okay, are you tal king about the boards or are you
t al ki ng about the voters?"
Lang: "The boards."

Righter: "Okay. So, there is no required voter approval in any

of the other school districts outside of Hazel Crest, for

t hose school districts to get involved. |Is that correct?"
Lang: "That's correct, Sir."
Righter: "Is there any voter approval required fromthe voters of

the Hazel Crest School D strict t hat t here be a
consolidation or any other effort |ike that?"

Lang: "No."

Ri ghter: "Ckay. Then | want to ask you what is the rationale in
seeing that the voters thenselves in Hazel Crest approve,
what is by any nmeasure a significant property tax increase
on thensel ves, to support their schools and their children?
What is the rationale in taking themwho... they appear to
be the only group locally who's taken sone neasure of
responsibility, taking themout of the equation from here
on out?"

Lang: "The rationale is we have an i medi ate problemthat has to
be taken care of today. It can't be taken care of tonorrow
or next week or after the levy is... is advanced, two years
from now when the noney is collected. The... any dollars

that are <collected here, any dollars that are collected

here are going to be collected in the future. W have a
probl em today. Now, | would agree with you that... that
voters... citizens that live in our state should have a

right to control their own school districts. But this
situation has gotten to the point where we nust take action
and we nmust take this action this very day."

Righter: "But, now, | want to stay on the consolidation issue. |

mean, there's no consolidation schedule for next week or
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Lang:

next nmonth or the next six nonths on this. So, the rush in

terme of allowing the voters to vote on the consolidation

| mean, | understand what you're saying wth regards to
i mredi acy of sone of the issues related to this Bill. But
that's not... that's not true W th regards to a

consolidation decision, is it?"

"Well... no, except that there's no requirenent that they
consolidate and they would, if these are public bodies that
woul d have to have public hearings. So, it's not as if
it's going to happen in a vacuum They're going to have to
publicize public hearings. People are going to have to
come to the hearings if they wwsh, to testify do it, don't
do it. And this is going to happen not only at Hazel
Crest, but in every school district that's affected by any

proposed consolidation."

Ri ghter: "Then I want to ask you again then. Since a

Lang:

consolidation... | nean, | asked you first about the w sdom
of taking the voters out of the equation and you said well,
the imediacy of it. The imrediacy does not apply to a
possi ble consolidation. It applies wwth some of the other
provisions and | understand that. Wat's the w sdom of not
allowing the voters in Hazel Crest to vote on sone kind of
consol i dation W th one or nmore of the surrounding
districts?"

"Well, first of all, it would take sonme time to put that on
the ballot and acconplish it. VWiile the consolidation
portion of this is not imediate, as in they're gonna do it
tomorrow, it is imediate in the sense that it can't wait
six nmonths or a year to put sonething on the ballot and
then inplement it. W have to give this authority the
ability to negotiate, to talk to, to resolve the issues

relative to these children and we have to give themthat
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authority right away. It cannot wait."

Righter: "Ckay. The other provision | want to ask you about and
this was, | think, this was contained in Arendnent 3, has

to do with the $4 thousand per student linmit on borrow ng.
That's |l ower than the state's foundation level, isn't it?"

Lang: "Yes."

Righter: "Wuy... why are you capping that limt at |ess than what
the foundation limt is, |I nmean, foundation |level is?"

Lang: "Two things, Representative. First, it represents the
nunber that they would reasonably need to get through June,
to get through this school vyear. Secondly, that's the
nunber that's been used many tinmes in the statues or nmany
times by the state board to deal with financial crises in
particul ar school districts, $4 thousand. Now, that nmay be
an arbitrary figure that's been used in the past, that was
based on what used to be the foundation level. But that is
the nunber that's been used in the past and it represents
t he anobunt they need to get through this school year."

Righter: "And... so, | want to nake sure, then the inportance of
that nunber has nore to do with the total dollar figure
that they need to get through the school year than it does

what they think they need to spend per student."

Lang: "That is correct.”

Righter: "Okay, thank vyou, Representative. Thank vyou, M .
Speaker . "

Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? Chair recogni zes

Representative Wjcik."
Wj ci k:  "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wuld the Sponsor vyield?"
Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."
Wjcik: "Representative, is it fact that they did have a
referendum and the taxpayers approved their referendumto

go and raise the taxes on their property?"
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Lang: "That is correct, Representative."

Wbjcik: "Then can you tell nme why that board did not Ilisten to
t he voters?"

Lang: "Well, | can't answer that question. But as |'ve said here
a couple of tinmes already, even if that board inplenented
the new levy, it wouldn't be enough to fill the hole. And
even if it was enough to fill the hole, they wouldn't get
this noney for alnost two years and they have an i medi ate
probl em t oday. "

Wjcik: "well, could you tell me how that board, if they were an
effective board, how could they allow the conditions of the
school to get this bad?"

Lang: "I think you'll have to draw your own concl usions on that,
Representati ve. Let's... let's assune that m stakes were
made by the board, by the superintendent. | don't know who

Wj ci k:

Lang:

Wj ci k:

Speaker

they were made by. M issue here and |'msure yours is 11
hundred kids."

"What about tax anticipation warrants? |If they would
have gone for the increase in the property taxes, they
woul d be able to go out and borrow off of tax anticipation
warrants. "

"That's what we're trying to allowthis authority to do.
To go back in time on this floor today and debate what this
board could have done, what they should have done, what
t hey m ght have done, begs the issue of this Bill. W al
know things they could have done or should have done. W
all know that this could have been done better. But we
have an i nmedi ate energent problemtoday."

"Well, | think the residents of that area should be
al erted and get sonme new school board nenbers.™

Hart ke: "Further discussion? Representative Parke. He

declines. The final speaker, Representative Crotty."
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Crotty:

Speaker

Crotty:

"Thank you, M. Speaker. |I'magonna try to just address
sone of the..."
Hart ke: "Shhh."
sonme of the issues that may have been brought up on
why a school board would go for a referendum and then not
| evy for those taxes. M understanding is that when they

did go out for a referendum they didn't know exactly how

it would inpact the taxpayers. | can only say that this
district will now be in ny senatorial district. And in
going out to the different areas, the average tax bill in
this m ddl e-cl ass nei ghborhood is, |I'm gonna say, around $5

t housand, average. Those taxpayers aren't asking for their
kids to go to Yale or Princeton. Those taxpayers were
asked, do you want your kids to attend school through the
hol i days. And that's why those persons went out and
increased their taxes. It's just to get what nost of our
kids are getting and that's their elenentary and high
school education. Wen in fact, the referendumwas passed
because those parents in that comunity did want their
schools to thrive, the school board then | ooked to see what
i s happening in the surroundi ng areas. And in an area
right next door to Hazel Crest we have Park Forest. And I
was invited along with the Representative who was Ceorge

Scully in Park Forest, <currently, to cone to a town

meeting. And we have act... in ny area we have two-bedroom
t owmnhones, frame, no fireplace that have... 12 of these
townhones were already boarded up. | had testinony from

two people. One of their taxes on that townhone was 71..

74 hundred, another gentlenman got up $84 hundred in
property taxes. That is what's wong with the funding
issue, wth placing such a burden on sone of our

comuni ties. Ei ghty percent of their tax bill goes to
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Speaker

Lang:

their schools, their high school and their elenentary
schools. | stand in... in great support of this... of this
Bill. Not because it's a bailout, it certainly isn't.
Those taxpayers are gonna have to pay for their |oan and
for their school. They're also going to continue to pay as
this school district may be consolidated. But | also stand
because 20 years ago | used to drive down here on a school
bus and ask Legislators to | ook at the way we fund school s.
And al though that's not part of this particular Anmendnent,
it certainly 1is for next spring and next year because 85%
of the school districts inthe State of |Illinois are in
deficit spending. This is the second school district that
|"ve dealt with, Round Lake and now Hazel Crest, in a
crisis 1issue. But |I'm telling you and | agree with the
previ ous speaker, Mark Beaubien, in saying it's going to
happen to vyour school districts, too. This is a school
district that is probably mddle class. So, if |I'm/looking
at this in the mddle class, I'mtelling you that the other
school districts that are on the financial watch, it's just
around the corner. So, | ask ny colleagues to help out in

this Amendnent. And | will certainly be there for nore of

t he school funding issue debates. Thank vyou very, very
much. "

Hartke: "Representative Lang to close."
"Thank you, M . Speaker . Ladies and Gentlenen, |

appreciate the spirited debate and questioning on this
pi ece of legislation. Utimtely, this is about 11 hundred
plus school Kkids. It's not about board m smanagenent.
It's not about anything other than making sure kids can go
to school. Having said that, the joke will really be on us
if in the next several nonths this comng spring, we don't

find a way to deal with these problens because otherw se
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we'll be here crafting solution after solution after
solution for school district upon school district. W have
to find a better way to fund schools. W have to craft a
new way this spring. W cannot let if go any farther. For
these 11 hundred school kids, they need a special renedy
and they need it today. And | appreciate your help."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 912?" Al those in favor wll signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? M derk, take the
record. On this question, there were 77 Menbers voting
'yes', 32 Menbers voting 'no' and 2 Menbers voti ng
'present’. And this Bill, having received a Three-fifths
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On Sup... on the
Regul ar Cal endar on page 2, on Senate Bills-Second Readi ng,
appears Senate Bill 2390, Representative Hannig."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 2390, the Bill's been read a second
time, previously. Anmendnent #1 was adopted in commttee.
Fl oor Amendnent #2, offered by Representative Hanni g, has
approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hannig on Fl oor Anendnent #2."

Hannig: "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
Thi s IS t he conmpani on appropriation Bill for the
substantive |anguage we just adopted. So, it woul d
appropriate $4,528,000 to be deposited into the School
Di strict Emergency Financial Assistance Fund. So, that's
what the Amendnent does, it becones the Bill. 1'd ask for
t he adoption of the Anendnent.”

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion on Floor Anmendnent #2?

Seeing no one is seeking recognition, the question is,
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"Shal | the House adopt Floor Amendnent #2 to Senate Bil
2390?" Al those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed
'no’ . In opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And
t he Amendnent is adopted. Further Amendnent ?"
Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents.”
Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. M. Cerk, read the Bill."
Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 2390, a Bill for an Act naking
appropriations. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."
Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hannig."

Hannig: "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.

Agai n, this is the conpanion Bill... the conpanion
appropriations Bill to the substantive Bill that we just
passed. The anmpbunt in the Bill represents a maxinmm

anount. Hopefully, we can get by with I ess, but we need to
provi de for a worst case scenario. So, |'d be happy to
answer any questions and |I'd ask for your 'yes' vote."
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Chair recogni zes
Representative Slone."
Slone: "Thank you, M. Chairman. M. Hannig, what is the source

of these funds?"

Hannig: "This would conme out of the CGeneral Revenue Fund."
Slone: "I thought the General Revenue Fund was broke?"
Hannig: "Well, Representative, we have day-to-day balances from

time to time and this wuld be an itemthat would be
appropriated unless and until we got to a point where a
voucher was i ssued. There would be no draw up on this
line, then when there would be a draw up on the 1line the
conptroller would put it in line with the other Bills,
so..."

Slone: "Fromthe debate on the previous Bill |, understand this
funding is needed imrediately, Iike within days. |If the

conptroller is not paying Bills for 60, 90, 120 days..."
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Lang: "Well, with the Conptroller..."

Slone: "... does this go to the head of the |line sonehow?"

Hanni g: "So, what we hope actually happens, Representative, 1is
right now these school districts... this school district
sinply cannot borrow any additional noney, no one will | oan
it to them | think just the fact that we pass a
substantive Bill and a conpanion appropriation Bil

i mredi ately gives them an opportunity to go to a bank and
say, now you can | oan us sone noney, we have a nechanismto
repay it, we have a state plan in place. And so, in this
very short run, like in the next couple days they can go
borrow sonme noney at a bank. In the long run, we'll have
to work through the process of how these paynents actually
get out to them™

Sl one: "Thank you."

Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? Chair recogni zes
Representati ve Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Par ke: "Thank vyou. Representative, is there anything else in
terms of funding other than the noney going into this
account? There's no other spending?"

Hannig: "No, no, Representative, this is the only itemon that

appropriation Bill."

Parke: "And how much is it?"
Hannig: "It's 4.5 mllion and a little change."
Parke: "And that noney is gonna cone out of a General Revenue

Fund that is short right now?"

Hannig: "It will... it will..."

Parke: "What prograns are we going to not fund to fund this one?"

Hannig: "Representative, this only adds the authority on the
State statutes to appropriate this noney. It does not
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subtract any."

Parke: "If we do appropriate this noney and we're authorizing it
to be appropriated, what prograns are we not going to fund
because we are so short of revenue now? What... do you
have any idea where we're gonna take this from what other
areas of our state budget, to pay this?"

Hanni g: "Representative, this appropriation Bill does not address

t hat question.™

Parke: "Yes, it does not address that question. And Ladies and
CGentlenen, to the Bill. | am unfortunately, going to rise
in opposition to this. The wunderlying Bill has nerit.

There's no doubt about that. And none of us want to see
any of these school children not being able to get a proper
education. But the fact of matter 1is, that 1in essence,
we're being blackmailed into havin' force, in a crisis
node, sonething that we shoul d' ve been aware of over the
last nonths instead we're comng to a deadline date,
forcing the General Assenbly to conme in with a stopgap and
there's no guarantee this noney'l|l ever be repaid. Ladies
and Centl enen, we do not have noney to pay the current
bills that this state has and now, in an energency, we are
now asking us to spend another $4.5 nillion of which we
don't have, no funding sources are available. | think this
is bad public policy and | personally am gonna vote 'no'.
You nust search your own consci ence and deci de what to do.
But this is just the beginning, the beginning of what's
gonna happen in the Spring Session. And you better think
long and hard of how we're gonna take care of the probl ens

of all the other state needs in this great State of

[1linois.”
Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? Chair recogni zes
Representative Mtchell, the Gentleman from Witeside."

40


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
149t h Legi sl ati ve Day Decenber 5, 2002
Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Mtchell, J.: "Representative Hannig, this noney is directly tied
to the Bill that we just passed, is that correct?"

Hannig: "Yes, Representative, under the constitution we're not
allowed to tie the substantive Bill and the spending Bil
into a single Bill. So, we have the substantive Bill that
we just passed and now we have an appropriation Bill that

sinply mrrors what it is we sent out of this chanber about
five mnutes ago. So, we're just trying to be honest here
and say, that on the one hand when we passed substantive

| anguage, on the other hand we need to back it up with the

noney. "
Mtchell, J.: "So, as this chanber has done nmany tinmes, we pass a
substantive Bill that has nerit, nust have a funding

source, nust have a supplenental and a appropriation Bil
attached to it in order for it to be viable. If you in
fact voted for that Bill with nerit you were then saying, |
agree with the Sponsors of the Bill at this point, whether
| like it or don't like it, | agree sonething as to be
done. Then in fact, you have to stand by your word and
vote for the noney that has to be appropriated in order for
the authorities to act on the Bill of nmerit. Now, to ne,
that's the only thing that nakes sense, is that...?"

Hanni g: "You absolutely have franed the issue the way we need to
look at it, Representative. If we don't... if we don't

back our prom ses with noney, we have really acconplished

nothing wth the Bill that we just passed.”
Mtchell, J.: "Ladies and Gentlenmen of the House, to the Bill,
M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Mtchell, J.: "You ve got to search your conscience and | agree
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Speaker

Lang:

with the former Representative, but at the sanme point, if
you voted for the Bill and you don't vote for the

appropriation then you're in fact sending a m xed nessage.

And you can't go honme and say, well, | voted to help that
district, in good conscience. You can't say that unless
you vote for the appropriation that goes wth it. Now,
it's a tough vote, it was a tough Bill to pass and |

appreci ate the Body's indul gence to say, okay, this tine,
but by golly, we're gonna start paying closer attention and
we nmust. There's no question about that. This spring nust
be dedicated to straightening out a |lot of the problens
that we have and it's not just wth Hazel Crest School
District, it's with our owmn State Board of Education. The
fact that the early response tinme wasn't given to us, we
had no know edge that this was gonna happen. But, ya know,
we'll have all spring to pass blanme and nmake anends, but
right now we gotta keep those 11 hundred kids in school.
It's just... that's just the fact. So, if you voted for
the Bill, vote for the appropriation and we'll head on down
the road. Thank you, M. Speaker."
Hartke: "Chair recogni zes Representative Lang."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenen. It's
i nconcei vable to nme that we would spend the tine we spent
on the previous Bill to help the kids in Hazel Crest, 11
hundred plus, and then have a real serious debate on
whet her we should pay to inplenment the Bill we just passed.
| would expect that all 70-plus people who voted for the
previous Bill would be voting for this one, but | also
expect that those of you who didn't vote for the previous
Bill are gonna vote for this one, because we now have to
support the action the General Assenbly has taken. You

ei t her wanna support children or you don't. You either
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wanna have a place for these 11 hundred school kids to go
to school or you don't. Now, | don't think any of you that
voted 'no' on the last Bill live in Hazel Crest, | don't
think you even live in the nei ghborhood of Hazel Crest, but
it's a good opportunity to support a Bill that we passed.
Now, you can tell these kids, well, 77 or so people in the
House think that we ought to do this, but we aren't gonna
pay for it. | mean, that's kind of silly. So, why don't
we do the right thing? Wiy don't we say up front and
recogni ze that we have a problemw th funding of schools,
we have a problem wth our state budget, we have a huge
deficit, we have Medicaid reinbursements rates we need to
increase, we have a lot of health care problens, we have a
| ot of road problens, we got all kinds of problens, but
these 11 hundred kids need to go to school. And that's our
responsibility because the people in Hazel Crest have not
taken it upon thenselves... or the people have, but the
school board, the superintendent haven't gotten it done.
We passed the previous Bill, now we have to fund it.
Pl ease vote 'aye'."

Speaker Hartke: "The |ast speaker, Representative Crotty."

Crotty: "WII the Speaker yield... | nmean, wll the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor. Yes."

Crotty: "Thanks. | just wanna nmake sure that |I'm really
understanding this, because sonme of the previous speakers
may have been cl ouding sone of the issues, but this is a
| oan that nust be paid back, correct?”

Hanni g: "Yes, Representati ve, t he under | yi ng Bill... the
substantive Bill that we passed created a |oan. Thi s
appropriation puts in notion a nethod where we can give the

cash to the school district on the front end with the
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Crotty:

Hanni g:

Crotty:

Hanni g:

Crotty:

Speaker

Crotty:

expectation that in the end it'll conme back."

"Ckay. But it is a loan, the school board nust pay that
back... the school district... consolidated?"

"The Bill that we passed... the previous Bill that we
passed setout those perineters and it's a loan."

"Ckay. And this loan wll be paid by the taxpayers
through that referendum but they cannot... the district
itself cannot or the financial authority would not be able
to run the schools because that tax referendum does not
conme until 2004. So, this is a |loan that would be able to
keep the school running wuntil those dollars conme. Then
when those dollars do conme to the financial authority,
those dollars are then sent to pay back the | oan."

"Ri ght. This is a part of the solution we hope that as
we go forward we're able to recoup all the nonies and put
the school... the children in the proper school. | nean...
but we... but the inportant point is we passed the
substantive Bill that laid out a plan, we need to have this
Bill, the conpanion appropriation Bill, in order to put
that plan in notion now. "

"And | understand that, but | wanted to nmake sure that
others wunderstand it the way | do, is that it is a |oan.
It's not a bailout, it is aloan, it wll be paid back. To
the Bill."

Hartke: "To the Bill."

"I't's not only t hr ough t he t axpayers, but ny
understanding is is that once the financial authority is
set in place that private investors do feel far nore
confortable and readily able to give those dollars out to
Hazel Crest in this situation. So, | wanna conmend all the
powers that be that are able to help the district help

itself. Thank you."
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Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hannig to close.”

Hanni g: "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the Assenbly.
Just to reiterate, the purpose of the substantive Bill that
we just passed was to try to layout a plan whereby we can
keep this school district in operation and nove it in a
direction that eventually allows these students to attend
school sone future date, perhaps sonewhere else perhaps
not, but we want to address the imredi ate problem of the
day. So, that's what the substantive Bill did, it laid out
a plan to address that i medi ate problem and part of that
solution is that there should be a loan. Now, in order to
| oan them noney we have to have an appropriation Bill so
that at |least there is a mechanismfor the noney to go from
the state treasury to the school district, even though it
is a loan and shoul d be repaid and even though they may not
even actually need state noney once banks recognize that
they can now |oan the school district noney and that the
full faith and credit of the state actually stands behind
t hat | oan. So, all we're really asking wth this
appropriation Bill is that we be honest with ourselves and
with the school district and enact the rest of the program

W can't sinply say that we're gonna pass a substantive

Bill but not an appropriation Bill. That's a dishonest
st at enment . Let's be honest, we passed the substantive
Bill, nowlet's pass the appropriation Bill to <close the
book on this chapter and nove forward. So, |I'd ask for

your 'yes' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 23907 Al'l those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Clerk, take the
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record. On this record, there are 71 Menbers voting 'yes'

39 Menbers voting 'no', and O voting 'present'. And this

Bill, having received a Three-fifths Majority, is hereby
decl ared passed. Representati ve Erw n for an
announcenent . "

Erw n: "Thank you very nuch. Next week there is a very special

occasion that we're going to m ss because we won't be in
Session and the crowd | ooked a little hungry, so | wanted
you to all join me in wishing ny seatnmate and good friend,
Sara Feigenholtz, a very happy birthday."

Speaker Hartke: "Chair recogni zes Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Sonme nonths ago, | filed a Motion
to Reconsider the Vote by which House Bill 5169 passed this
chanber . Today, | would ask | eave of the Body to w thdraw
t hat Motion."

Speaker Hartke: "Leave is granted. On page 2 of the Reqgular

Calendar, on Senate Bills-Second Reading appears Senate

Bill 1650. Representative Brunsvold."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1650 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. Amendnents 1 and 2 have been adopted to the
Bill. No Mdtions have been fil ed. Fl oor Amendnent #4,

offered by Representative Yarbrough, has been approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Yarbrough.™

Yar br ough: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. I
have today for you the Amendnent #4 for Senate Bill 1650.
During the transition period follow ng the sudden death of
the Maywood Library Drector, personnel in the business
of fice confused the appropriation levy, which was adopted
with the working fund |evy, which was not adopted. The
working fund levy is the annual levy that's passed to fund

the operation of the district and the failure by the
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district to operate... to adopt that working fund levy in
essence leaves the district wwth no authority to coll ect
the ordinary revenue it needs to keep its doors open. As a
result of the failure to pass the levy, the district wll
have to borrow to neet its obligation and without this
| egislation will not have the revenue to neet its bond
obl i gati on. This legislation wuuld validate the district
conduct and allow the district to enact its 2001 Ilevy on
top of its 2002 levy so it can nmake its 2002 bond paynent
and have operating noney. In short, this legislation wll
allow the Ilibrary to keep its doors open. |In commttee,
there were issues raised concer ni ng this Amendnent
regardi ng the scope of legislation and in this Arendnent #4
we have tried to address all of the concerns raised and
beli eve we have worked with both sides of the aisle to
present a clean a piece of legislation as possible. The
levy to be passed is the ordinary operating |evy passed
annually by the district and the Anendnent also is limted

to the Maywood district and to the specific year affected

by t he m ssing |evy. I'd be happy to answer any
guestions.™
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Chair recogni zes

Represent ati ve Savi ano. "

Savi ano: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. | agree
this IS a unique situation, it's a real desperate
situation. | represent part of Mwywod and |'ve been

followng this for the last couple days when they were...
when it was indicated to themthat they may have to close
t he doors i f we don't acconmmobdate them wth this
legislation. This is a very, very unique situation and |I'm
fully supportive of it because otherwi se the people of

Maywood won't have access to their library until we're able
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to levy those dollars and fund whatever they need to run
their operation. So, | stand in strong support of this. |
knowit's a different sort of a situation, but it's a
necessary... this legislation is necessary to correct a
very uni que problem Thank you."
Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? Chair recogni zes

Represent ati ve Beaubien."

Beaubi en: "Yes, thank you. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates that she will yield."
Beaubien: "I would just as soon actually directly talk to the
Bill as stated by Representative Saviano. The concerns we

had in terns of years and scope, that is scope being
strictly limted to the library, have been answered and our
staff agrees wth that, that those two issues have been
resol ved. | would only ask everyone in this roomto
remenber what happened here and how this happened. 11
give the sane adnonition | gave before, this could happen
to anyone of us and we're gonna be comng into this General
Assenbly if you' re here | ong enough, because sonebody in
your district died, didn't file the appropriate levies. |
al nost m ssed one for the Palatine Rural Fireman D strict
once, | made it, but | alnobst mssed it. It can happen and
you all nust renmenber, you' re gonna be comng to this Body
asking for the sanme concession. This is gonna fall on the
taxpayers of that district, this does not have any affect
on the state revenues or the general revenues at all.
Thank you very much and | urge an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? Chair recogni zes
Represent ati ve Pankau. Shhh."

Pankau: "Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "Thank you."

Pankau: "Several of us on the commttee had concerns wth the
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ori ginal Amendnent that Representative Yarbrough presented,
that it did not allow .. it allowed the library district to
come out of the tax cap, but didn't necessarily say that
the tax cap is put back on. Wth this Arendnent, | am now
assured that that does that and it also nmakes it very
specific to this particular Ilibrary district. And wth
those concerns answered, which were our true concerns, |
woul d urge you also to vote for this Arendnent."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking
recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House adopt Fl oor
Amendnent #4 to Senate Bill 16507 Al those in favor
signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no’'. In opinion of the
Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Arendnent is adopted.
Furt her Amendnent s?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1650, a Bill for an Act in relation to

taxes. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Brunsvold."
Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenmen of the
House. This Bill now includes Senate Amendnent #... House

Amendnment #2, which includes a correction of a mstake in

paperwork that was done by Mdline and also a correction in

| anguage for M I an, which was adopted yesterday. And now
wth Representati ve Yarbrough's on it, it was just
di scussed. | know of no opposition to the Bill and ask for

t he passage of Senate Bill 1650."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion on Senate Bill 16507
Seeing that no one is seeking recognition, the question is,
"Shall the House pass Senate Bill 1650?" Al those in
favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote

'no' . The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have
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Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Hanni g:
Speaker

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who wish? M. R ghter, would you care to vote? M.
Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 86
Menbers voting 'yes', 25 Menbers voting 'no', and O voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Three-fifths
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On page 2 of the
Cal endar, on Concurrence Mtions appears House Bill 1264.
M. Black. M. Black."

"Wth the permssion of the Speaker, |I'ma hyphenated
Sponsor, 1'll be nore than happy to present the Bill."

Hartke: "Proceed."

"Thank you. W're being asked to concur in Senate
Amendnent #1 to House Bill 1624. M understanding that the
Amendrent grants a pernmanent property tax assessnment freeze
to fraternal organizations chartered in Illinois on or
before February 1898. W have done this before. This also
adds fraternal organizations chartered in Illinois on or
before 1920. There are a nunber of organizations we have
granted this exenption to. The fundanmental reason, as |
understand it, behind these Bills is that nenbership is
dwi ndling, many of these |odges and fraternal and civic
or gani zati ons have ceased to exist and the volunteer and
civic and charitable contributions of these agencies should
be encouraged and the property tax situation makes it
i npossi ble for many of themto continue to operate. So
that, as | understand it, is the genesis of the Bill. 1'd
be nore than happy to try and answer any questions you
m ght have."

Hartke: "Is t here any dis... further discussion?
Representati ve Hannig."
"Yes, will the Sponsor yield?"

Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he will yield."
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Hannig: "Yes, Representative Black, will this Arendnment now take
in all these... all the fraternal organizations or are we
still...?"

Black: "It's ny understanding that... that we're adding to those

Hanni g:

Bl ack:

Hanni g:
Bl ack:

Hanni g:

Bl ack:

t hat we've already approved, specifically the Eagles
Organi zation and the Shriners. And it's nmy understanding
that those are the only two being added to the ones we have
al ready exenpt ed. And Representative, to the best of ny
menory... let nme check with staff. | think we've already
done it for the Masonic Organi zations, | believe the El ks

Cl ub, the Mbose, the Knights of Colunbus, the Loyal Order

of Mushroons... | think that's about it."

"Are we... but there's still groups out there like the
Lio... | think the Lion's Cub and sone of the others..."

"I believe... | believe that there would be sone out

there, however in ny experience in civic activities,
Representative, clubs |ike the Lions, Jaycees, et cetera,
normal |y do not have physical assets; club houses, | odges,
or neeting roomfacilities that they in fact own."

"In sone cases they m ght, though, Representative..."

"well, 1..."

but ny... | guess ny real question is, why don't we
just have or try to develop an overall policy for all these
groups as opposed to what we seemto be doing, is putting
themin one at a tinme?"

"Well, it probably in the future nmay be a good idea, |
t hi nk, Representative, you' ve been here | ong enough to know
that nost of this started with a Constitutional Anmendnent
to specifically exenpt American Legion posts, 10, 12 years
ago that just narrowy failed by the smallest of margins, |
think it got 58.9% of the vote and it had to get 60 and |

think that's what started this. Your suggestion to perhaps
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do a conprehensive Bill next spring would certainly not
meet with ny objection.”
Hannig: "Yeah, and I'min support of what you' re doing, | guess
what |'msaying is |'d probably like to go further and try
to create a policy for all these. So, I..."

Black: "And I think it would probably nmake nore sense to create a

public policy that enconpasses this once and for all rather

than pieceneal it. | would say that | would certainly help
you do that."

Hannig: "I nmean it probably won't fail, but when we go hone today
sonebody will call us tonorrow and say, well, what about...

what about our group."
Black: "All right."
Hannig: "So anyway, well, thank you, Representative."
Bl ack: "Thank you."
Hannig: "You're doing a fine job and | support your Amendnent."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking

recognition, Representative Black to close.”

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. | sinply ask for an
‘aye' vote."
Speaker Hartke: "The questionis, 'Shall the House concur in

Senate Amendnent #1 to House Bill 1264?" Al those in
favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote
'no' . The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? M. derk,
take the record. On this question, there are 111 Menbers
voting 'yes', 0 voting '"no', and O voting 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Three-fifths Constitutional
Majority, is hereby decl ared passed. On page 2 of the
Calendar, on Senate Bills-Second Reading appears Senate
Bill 1258. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1258, the Bill's been read a second
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time, previously. Amendnent #1 was adopted in conmmttee.
Fl oor Amendnent #2, offered by Representative Slone, has
been approved for consideration.”
Speaker Hartke: "Chair recogni zes Representative Slone for
Amendnent #2."
Sl one: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | nove to table Amendnent #2."
Speaker Hartke: "She w thdraws Amendnent #2."
Sl one: "Wthdraw "
Speaker Hartke: "Further Amendnents?"
Clerk Bolin: "Floor Amendnent #3 offered by Representati ve
Sl one. "
Speaker Hartke: "Representative Slone."
Sl one: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies, and Gentlenen. This Bil
is concerned wth tightening some of the requirenents for

the Director of Central Managenment Services to | ease state

property. It would require the director to | ease property
at a fair market rate and to have an appraisal. This is
simlar to what we do wth property... full property
transfers or purchases of state property. 1'd be happy to

answer any questions."
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion on Floor Amendnent #3?
The Chair recogni zes Representative Franks."

Franks: "WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates that she will yield."
Franks: "Representative, | don't have the analysis on our
conput er her e. Could you please explain what this

Amendnent does?"

Slone: "Under current |aw, Representative Franks, the D rector of
Central Managenent Services has alnost unlimted authority
to lease state land on terns and conditions... thisis a
quote fromthe existing law, 'in ternms and conditions and

in the judgenent of the director are in the best interest
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to the state', that's the whole statute that governs
| eases. Under the Property Control Act that governs

Fr anks:
Sl one:

Fr anks:

Sl one:

Fr anks:

Sl one:

Fr anks:

Sl one:

Speaker

transfers they have to get an appraisal, they have to
sell... offer it to other state agencies and then offer it
at fair market prices determ ned by appraisal. This would
require the director to | ease property at a fair market
rate in general that would be determ ned by one apprai sal
and to..."

"Can | stop you there for a second?”

“Sure."

"' Cause in House Amendnent 2, | think it required three
appraisals, 1is that the substantive change to nmake it one
appr ai sal ?"

"Yeah, | should say that the earlier Arendnent that passed
the coonmttee, the conmttee Menbers in Judiciary Conmttee
did vote for the Bill to bring it out to the floor. They
had a nunber of concerns about the Bill, that was one of
them that it required three appraisals, which is simlar
to what's required for property sale. This would require
only one appraisal for a | ease, that seemed |ess onerous.
And that is one of the changes that's been nade, yes."

"Can you tell what else it does?"

"Originally, we had sone |egislative oversight in there.
The sense in the conmttee was that that was too nuch
m cr omanagenent . Instead of that, we now have if they're
goi ng bel ow 60% of the fair market rate the director would
have to certify in witing why they're doing that and why
it constitutes fair and adequate conpensation to the
state.”

"I appreciate that, thank you."

"Thank you."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Chair recogni zes t he
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Lei tch:
Speaker
Lei tch:
Sl one:

Lei tch:

Sl one:

Lei t ch:

Sl one:

Lei t ch:

Sl one:

Lei t ch:

Speaker

Cerk

Gentl eman from Peoria, M. Leitch."
"WIIl the Lady yield?"
Hartke: "The Lady will yield."
"What is the genesis of this Amendnent ?"
"It arises froma situation in Peoria County."
"Specifically?"

"The | ease of the Zeller property, although that woul d not
be affected by this because it would be prospective in
application if it is passed.™

"So, you do not believe the... this wuld in any way
affect the Zeller |ease?"

"No, | don't."

"Wiy would you wanna tie the hands of future Governors
and future adm nistrations?"

"I don't think the intent here is to tie the hands of
future Governors but to put a process in place that offers
alittle nore oversight than what we've had in the past."”

"Well, I think this is a very wunfortunate Bill and
think it's one that is very poor policy, because it denies

the flexibility to the adm nistration, regardl ess of party,

on issues as they will cone, often unforeseeable situations
as they cone into the future. And | think it's very
ill-advised and an Anmendnent that again would be... nake

for very poor public policy. And I would hope that the
measure will be rejected.”
Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking

recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House adopt Fl oor

Amendnent #3 to Senate Bill 1258?" Al those in favor
signify by saying 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. I n
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the

Amendnent is adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Bolin: "No further Anmendnents. However, notes have been
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requested on the Bill as anended and have not been filed."
Speaker Hartke: "The Bill will remain on Second Reading. Chair

recogni zes Representative Del gado. For what reason do you

seek recognition?"

Del gado: "Thank you, M. Speaker. On Senate Bill... Third
Reading... tryin' to get a Bill nunber here... 2390, ny
switch apparently was not working. My vote would ve

reflected a 'yes' on 2390 and | wanted that just for the

record. "
Speaker Hartke: "The Journal wll reflect your w shes. On
Suppl enmental Cal endar #1 appears Senat e Bill 2291,

Representative Brunsvold. M. derk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 2291, a Bill for an Act in relation to
gam ng. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. No Commttee
Amendnent s. No Floor Anendnents. No Motions filed. A
fiscal note and state mandates note have been requested on
that Bill and have not filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Hold t hat Bill on Second Reading. On
Suppl enental Cal endar #1 appears Senate Joint Resolution
56. Representative Wnkel. M. Wnkel on the Resolution."

W nkel: "Thank you, M. Speaker. "' m presenting Senate Joint
Resol ution #56. The purpose of the Resolution that's
offered on behalf of the University of Illinois. It's in
accordance wth the State Coll ege Housing Construction Act.
That Act prohibits any state-supported higher education
facility frombuilding or operating directly or indirectly
any new housing project without the prior determ nation by
the General Assenbly that the project is in the public
interest. The purpose of this Resolution thenis to find
that determnation that it is in the public interest. And
|'d ask for it's adoption."”

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing no one 1is
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seeking recognition, the question 1is, 'Shall the House
adopt Reso... Senate Joint Resolution 56?7 All  those in
favor wll signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote
'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,

Bur ke:

Speaker
Wj ci k:

take the record. On this question, there are 110 Menbers
voting 'yes', O voting 'no', and O voting 'present'. And
t he House does adopt Senate Joint Resolution 56. Chair
recogni zes Representative Burke for House Resolution 1133."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | appreciate this opportunity and I'd ask the Cerk
to please insist that Representative Wjcik's nanme appear
on this Resolution, as well. Thank you so nmuch for the
opportunity to allow ne to formally say farewell and
congratulations to all of our colleagues that are going to
be leaving this esteened Body and t he House of
Represent ati ves. | guess the best thing about this
Resolution is that it doesn't begin wth the |anguage,
"God, in his infinite w sdomhas called, Representative
whoever', but it's a sad day for many of us that have had
wonder f ul friendshi ps, wonderful colleagueship, and a
wonderful working relationship with so mny that are
leaving. It's tough. [It's not our last day, certainly,
we'll be back in January, but | thought now woul d be the
nost appropriate tinme to say formally that we w sh those
who are leaving, going on to either the Senate or to
private life, nothing but our best wishes and hopes that
t hey succeed in whatever endeavors that they would continue
with in the future. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Hartke: "Representative Wjcik."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. And | echo the same words from

Representative Burke. | do wanna wsh all of you nuch
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happi ness in your new endeavors. For those of you going
over to the Senate, may you enjoy the 'House of the Lords'.
| don't think you'll have as nmuch fun as wus 'conmoners',
t hough. We've all Dbecone famly and that's one of the
things |'ve always felt so strong about being here and
especially on the House Floor. W |ook around and | can
see only two of ny classmates left fromwhen | cane in, but
we wanted you to know how dearly we feel for all of you and
we do wanna wish you all the best and whatever vyou're
planning to do in vyour |ife now maybe another door w |
open as anot her door closes. So, God bless you, Godspeed,
and may you have a happi ness forever. Bye bye."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Johnson. Tom Johnson."

Johnson: "Ya know, as a Menber who's been here ten years and who
is leaving, the | anguage wup there congratulates us for
| eavi ng. Ya know, | really feel wanted. But all kidding

asi de, you know, for nyself this has been just a wonderful

ten years. The people in here who | consider all of you
friends, | have thoroughly enjoyed this tinme. And nost of
all, vyou know, | was one of these guys who cane in here

wanting to change the world and ny Leader felt that
i ncunbent upon hinmself to stick nme in this chair for ten
years where | had Cal Skinner on ny right, Monique Davis on
nmy left, and that nade ne a m ddl e- of -t he-r oader. So, ya
know, | credit Lee to nmaking whatever successes where
possi ble for nyself here. And I want you to know that
there is life after we leave. | talked to ny seatnate just
two days ago, Cal Skinner, and as you know he nade a great
race for Governor and he said, 'It's great, Tom' And so,
| know that there's a future for all of us who are |eaving.
If Cal found a future, | can find a future. But at any

rate, thank you so nmuch, all of you and I ook forward to

58


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

149t h Legi sl ati ve Day Decenber 5, 2002

Speaker

Davi s,

seeing you often in the future. This is a wonderful place.
We deal with a ot of serious issues that affect for all of
us about 12 mllion people in this state and we need to
keep rem ndi ng ourselves every tinme we punch this swtch

that it does inpact the lives of 12 mllion people and not
just ny people. And so, thank you for the opportunity of
serving with you and God bless all of you."

Hartke: "Chair recogni zes Representative Mnique Davis."
M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | would like to have ny nane
added, Representative Burke and Representative Wjcik, as
we say goodbye to those wonderful friends we've nade. Who
will take wup the mantel of Representative Johnson, who on
the Judicial Commttee sought fairness for those who find
t hensel ves going through the penal system \Wo will take
up the mantel of Representative Johnson? Wwo will take up
the mantel of Representative Harold Murphy? Harold Mirphy.
the Chief of Pension, a ten-year veteran in this Body. Wo
will take up the mansion... the... fighting for the working
man when he leaves his job that his pension is adequate.
As our Menbers go on to better things or different things,
sonmeone renmaining in this Body nust take up the fight that
t hey chanpi oned. They've becone experts in those fields.
They've offered a great deal to this Body and they were
commtted to the chairmanships in which they were honored.
And | would I|ike to be added as a Sponsor, | think al
Menmbers should be added as Sponsors on this Joi nt

Resol ution. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Representative Mendoza."
Mendoza: "Thank you, M. Speaker. |It's always a pleasure to get
to speak after Monique. | just wanted to take this

opportunity to collectively thank each and every one of the

Menmbers who's retiring and congratul ate you all, that woul d
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be on both sides of the aisle. For ne as a freshman, it's
been a wonderful experience to be able to count on the
mentoring from both... both sides, ny Republican friends,
my Denocratic friends, and I wi sh you all the best of | uck.
| know that we have a pretty large class of freshman com ng
in and they have sonme big shoes to fill. So, | wanna thank

you, CGod bless you all, happy holidays and know that you're

always... you will always be part of our famly Iike
everyone else is, when they cone in you'll all get standing
ovati ons, whi ch IS a nice thing, of course. So,

congratul ations y vaya con D os(and go with God)."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Capparelli."
Capparel li: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Add ny congratulations to
those who are leaving and as M.... Representative Johnson

Speaker

Ber ns:

said, that there is |life after the General Assenbly and I'm
sure you'll all find a place in life that'll nmke you
happy. But |'msure gonna mss ny seat partner here, M.

Bugi el ski, who has driven dowmmn with me for the last 16

years. Ya know, he's deaf in his right ear and | al ways
had problens talking to him | used to could bend over and
say, 'Bugsy, what does this Bill do?, and he wouldn't

respond to me and | never understood that and one day he
said, 'Ya know, you've gotta talk to nme in this other ear.'

So, | had always run around him So Bugs, |'mgonna m ss
you a lot and | hope you find sonething that you'll be
happy wth. Thank you very nuch."

Hartke: "Chair recogni zes Representative Berns."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. | rise to
thank you for the opportunity and the privilege to serve
with you. M expectation of howit would be to serve in
the Illinois General Assenbly has been enhanced by this

experience. | wll always remenber and honor the privilege
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Speaker

Erwi n:

to serve with you. Thank you very nuch."
Hart ke: "For those Menbers who are wunaware, the person

sitting in the seat to the right is Ms. Berns, not Dale

Righter. Ms. Berns, would you... Representative Judy
Erwn."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | nust confess, | really wasn't
prepared to do this today, Danny and Kay. It's... | nean,

we're not |like leaving tonorrow, we're gonna be back in in
January. But forced to it, not being prepared, | just
wanted to say thank you so nmuch. Ten years ago | wal ked in
here having been a staff nenber, I was sworn in early as ny
new colleague Ken Dunkin was in the sane area and | was
sworn in early having spent 15 years working in the State
Senat e. And it was a passage and it was a wonderful one.
| have so many good friends here and have |l earned so nuch
from each and every one of you. How you have all enriched
my life in the last ten years. | have such great respect
for this process, the governnental processes that we're al

involved in, the Executive Branch, be it the current one,
the | ast ones, the last three Governors |'ve served under
and worked in this... this building. And sonehow, | feel
that in this passage it's a... |1'm gonna learn a new

chapter of howto work in the public policy and gover nnment

arena wi thout being elected. So, I'll volunteer to work on
all your canpaigns, volunteer to help you, and | don't
wanna ever |eave here. | don't ever wanna |eave this

process and the wonderful things it does and all of you do

for the people in this state. So, | look forward to
continuing what... the great relationships and friendships
that | have and wherever | am I1'Il put it in a letter
soon, | hope. Please call upon ne, stay in touch and I

hope to see you soon in another life. So, thank you so
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Speaker
Dur ki n:

Speaker

Kr ause:

much for being a part of ny life."

Hartke: "The Chair recogni zes Representative Durkin."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. And | tell ya what, at the age
of 41 | never envisioned that 1'd be giving a retirenent
speech, but this has been a... eight years has been a..
it's been a great process and | just wanna thank the nen
and worren in this chanber who've contributed to this very
nobl e cause, the one that which we've taken up because this
is a job in which, it's not an easy job and sonetimes we
take a lot of criticism But everyone in this chanber has
stepped up to the plate and you've nade the difference. Ya
know, we wake up in the norning we can |look in the mrror,
because we know that we've been true to our heart, we've
been true to our oath, we've been true to our Constitution.
And | just wanna say it's very bittersweet to | eave here,
but I've got a young famly to spend tine wth, but [|'m
also leaving a famly, a famly who've |'ve been with for
t he past eight years who I will say that | do |love you al
very nuch. And 1'Il be back at sonme capacity over the
years. But it's been an absol ute pl easure. And nmaybe |
can help with you in the future in sone way, but you are ny
friends and just renenber the bond that we've nade in this
chanber is sonmething which will carry through the rest of
our lives and it's sonmething that's very special and I'm

just very proud to be part of it. Thank you very nuch."”

Hartke: "Representative Krause."
"Thank you very much, M. Speaker. And it is for me to
acknowl edge ny seatmate who |[|'ve had the pleasure of

sitting with and working with for the past ten years and
that is Mary Lou Cowishaw who is |leaving after service
here in this chanber for 20 years. And Mary Lou, | have to

say it's bittersweet for ne that you are leaving. You did
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a trenmendous job here in the GCeneral Assenbly and of
course, you are recognized for your work in education. But
| learned a ot fromyou, but certainly one of the things
was to always renmenber who brought you to the dance and
that is to renmenber your constituents and the people in
your district and to serve themwell. And that you did,
Mary Lou. | know that you've got already plans in the
future that you' re doing and we wish you all the very, very

best. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Chair recogni zes Representative Lawfer."

Lawfer: "Thank you, M. Speaker. It's been an honor and a
pl easure to serve in the |Illinois CGener al Assenbl y
representing northwest Illinois for the last ten years.

It's been extrenely hunbling to be in a seat over here to
the extreme right, but also under a large portrait of
Abraham Lincoln who at one tinme said, 'the greater part of
one man's |ife consists of his friendships.' So... and |
really feel that the friendships that |I've enjoyed here in
the last ten years, I'll renenber the entire tine. And M.
Speaker, if I'm ever in the Effinghamarea and see a pig
wth a wooden leg, I'll stop in to see you. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recogni zes Representative Schoenberg."
Schoenberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker, and Ladi es and Gentl enmen of
the House. | think that all of us know that regardl ess of
which faith we happen to practice that the role of rituals
in religion is that it helps us stay the course during
times of a... when our enotions run high and rituals keep
us grounded to rem nd us of what indeed our priorities are
and where our values lie. And this institutional ritual
which we are experiencing right nowis certainly doing
that. For the past 12 years |I've been blessed to serve

with each and every one of you to work wth you as
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col l eagues, to work with you as friends, to sit in foxholes
W th you over issues which, despite our differences, nmake
an indelible mark upon the lives of so many people who we
know and so many people who we don't know. When | first
cane here 12 years ago | was a young, single guy who could
do politics 20 hours a day. And ny life has been enriched
and has grown significantly since then as a result of
getting married, not only do I have ny owmn wonderful wfe
and two beautiful children, ny daughter Nm chal and nmy son
Nadav, who you've watched ne change their diapers here on
the House Floor and watched themrun through the aisles as
we've tried to nake people's lives better. And per haps
they've remnded us why at tinmes we do what we do. But |
also as a result of being a nenber of this chanber |
inherited two new nenbers of ny famly, Representative
Mat hi as and Representative Feigenholtz, through marriage
have beconme nenbers of ny famly as well. But the bond
that | feel extends beyond them it's a deep... it's a deep
bond that will never be severed. Not just because of the
j oi nt experiences that we' ve shared, but because each of us
brings a set of perspectives, a set of personal traits, a
set of values that in the collective mx really, but we
don't realize it at tines, nmakes quite an inpact and

touches wupon the personal growh that each of us

experiences. And | can tell you that | amundertaking a
chal lenge that will literally have nme noving ny things just
across the hall. And George Washington once said, 'that

the role of the Senate is akin to the saucer that cools the
cup of hot tea.' The institutional passions, the
| egi sl ative passions that cone fromthe House often driven
by an el ection cycle which cones every other year, that the

Senate provides that perspective. |'mgonna go find out if
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CGeorge Washington was right or not. But what | do know, is
that each and every one of you have been indi spensable in
nmy life, whether it's been here at the State Capitol,
whether it's been in the course of private or public
debate, each and every one of you who gets paid to have an
opi nion, whether | have agreed with that opinion or not,
|"ve learned a great deal fromit. And for that | feel
particularly blessed. And for all of that | thank God for
all that He has bestowed upon nme and | thank all of you for
hel ping Hmmake ny life fuller, make ny life richer, and

make ny life menorable. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recogni zes Representative Bugiel ski."
Bugi el ski: "Thank you, M. Speaker. I'"d like to thank all of
you. | nmean, this is a great experience for anyone. 1In a

state of 12 mllion people where we are a Menber of a
hundred and ei ghteen of just a bonding. It's a bonding
that we have, it's like a fraternity down here. W have
our own group, it's our own fraternity, the canaraderie of
brot herhood and sisterhood that we have down here. The
experiences that |'ve encountered over the last 16 years
are very nenorable. To see how we could argue during the

day and it seens that when we wal k out of here we | eave our

work here in the chanber and we still socialize and have a
good tinme in the evening. | just... | cannot thank all of
you enough, because it's... as | said this is really an
experi ence that everyone... | wsh everyone had the
experience of getting into and they can't. | nmean it's an

honor for wus to serve the hundred thousand people that we
do serve. And just the experience of working with... along
wi th one another down here what it has done to ny life, the
experiences and | know even for the newer people that our

here just for the first term the freshman and those that
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are here for four years, the longer you're here the nore
bonding there is. And | just wanna thank all of you for

everything that you' ve done for ne and as Representative

Johnson said, 'life continues after the Legislature." And
hopefully I'Il be around to see and work with you. | know
| wll cone dowmnm and visit. As they say, one door closes

anot her door opens and |'m sure that's gonna happen for a
ot of us. And | just wanna thank all of you for
everything that you' ve done for ne over the last 16 years.
And anything | can do for you, please, do not hesitate to

contact ne. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recogni zes Representative Marquardt.”

Mar quardt: "Thank you, M. Speaker. There's sone things that
|"ve been wanting to bring to your attention for a |ong
time and this is ny opportunity, really it is. It's been

Speaker

Zi ckus:

an honor and a privilege in comng fromwhere | cane from

and goi ng back, | guess, to Lonbard, Illinois and with ny
dear friend 'Pate' Philip. Thanks again, it's been
wonder ful . "

Hartke: "The Chair recogni zes Representative Zickus."

"Thank you. This is famly to nme. And |ast week we were
| ooki ng through sone old famly pictures... sone famly
pictures and | realized how much this job has been a part
of our lives over the years. |It's really been an honor and

a privilege to serve here with each and every one of you.
One of the things that always inpressed ne from day one was
how we could work, there was no center aisle, we could work
together to help solve sone of the issues and the concerns
of the people in our districts. The friendships that have
grown over the years and the experience that we have are
going to be cherished for ny Ilifetine. And | wanna

thank... I'm sitting here |ooking at ny dear friend, Kay.
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Speaker

Wi ght:

She's gonna nmake ne cry. Don't do it. She's Ilike ny
sister and Lee and the Governor and Ral ph and Danny and Joe
and Bugsy, ya know, you've been part of ny famly down here
and we've had nmany special tinmes and those | will cherish
forever. And yeah, it's difficult to say goodbye because
this has been such a special part of ny life, but I have a
| ot of wonderful nenories. Though, | just wanna wi sh each
and every one of you well. It's like turning... being
curled up with a good book for the last 12 years and now we
have to turn a chapter and there's a new chapter out there.
There's gonna be chal |l enges and new opportunities and |
think we're ready for it. Thank you so nuch everybody and
nmy best of luck to each and every one of you."

Hartke: "The Chair recogni zes Representative Wight."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | just wanna take a brief
nmoment to express ny gratitude for having the privilege to
serve here. Unlike many of the other speakers, ny tine

won't be recorded in years, it will be recorded in nonths

and that may pl ease sone people. But nevertheless, | don't
take for granted what |'ve been able to take part in. For
me, it's not a matter of life comng to an end or life

after this process. For 18 nonths | have been given the
privilege to take part in the greatest process in the this

world. W read the newspapers of reginmes that rise and

fall continually, reginmes of oppression, of dictatorships
and |"'mprivileged to say |1've never known that in ny
personal life and |I'meven nore privileged to say | never

even had to have the burden of fighting for that on a
foreign field as ny father did and ny uncle did and ny
ancestors before ne. 1've just been able to reap the
benefit from it and | don't ever wanna take that for

granted. For 18 nonths | will have exercised the greatest
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privilege politically or in terns of citizenship any person
can exercise. So, | wanna express ny gratitude and for ne,
my life is in no way comng to an end, because for nme ny
life has al ways been ny God, ny wife, and ny children. So,
my lifeis still the sanme, it wll just be a different
chapter. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Crotty."

Crotty: "Well, thank you. When | | ooked at the board | didn't
realize that we were going to speak if, in fact, | don't
feel like 1'm leaving. |'mjust going over to the other
side of the rotunda. But | do wanna say that it has
been... it has been a great, great pleasure, to not only
serve in the House, but really to mke so many great
friends on both sides of the aisle. 1've learnt a | ot when

| think about what | thought and how | perceived things to

be six years ago and what they are today. It's a... it was
a great learning experience. 1'll always feel a part of
the House. | think anybody who has served in this Body
knows that. But | do |ook forward to noving all of your

| egi sl ation through the process as | go over to the Senate.
So, thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "M . Burke."

Burke: "Thank you again, M. Speaker. And as Representative
Moni que Davis suggested, | think every Menber of the House
should be added as a cosponsor to this Resolution. And
t hanks so nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "You've heard the Resol ution. House Resol ution

1133. Al those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed

'no'. In opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And
the Resolution is adopted. House Resolution 1142, M.
Dani el s. ™

Daniels: "M. Speaker, House Resol uti on 1142 honor s t he
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chanpi onship team of Driscoll Catholic H gh School and I
wonder if the Clerk could read it. And by the way... M.
Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House, if you | ook up
in the gallery you have no trouble figuring out how these
guys won the State Chanpionship. So, this is in honor of
them if you could read the Resolution."”

Clerk Bolin: "House Resolution 1142 offered by Representative

Dani el s.

HOUSE RESCLUTI ON 1142

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois House of Representatives
of fer our sincere congratulations to the Driscoll Catholic High
School Football Team on w nning the C ass 4A State Chanpi onship on

November 29, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Driscoll Catholic Hi gh School, |ocated in Addison,
I[1l1inois under the direction of the D ocese of Joliet, was first
founded wunder the Sisters of St. Francis and the Brothers of the

Chri stian School s; and

VWHEREAS, Driscoll won its second straight state chanpi onship,
the teamis third since wnning the 1991 C ass 3A Chanpi onship

Title; and

VWHEREAS, Under Coach Tim Racki, the Hi ghlanders dom nated the
title game versus M. Carnel at the University of Illinois,

Menorial Stadium w nning by a final score of 42 to 0; and

WHEREAS, Ending the season with a 13-1 record, the Highlanders

tied for the Suburban Catholic Conference title; and

WHEREAS, Principal Stephen Marth and Athletic Director Robert
Carl son have worked hard to continue the winning tradition of the

athletic programat Driscoll Catholic H gh School; and
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WHEREAS, Canmpus Mnister Loraine Parker guided the team

spiritually throughout the season; and

VWHEREAS, Quiet heroes such as Matt Mahaney, the all-state
guarterback, and Jason Schul z, an honorable nention all-state pick

| i nebacker, led the teamon the field; and

VWHEREAS, W offer our congratulations to graduating seniors

who guided their teamto victory; and

VWHEREAS, The team could not have acconplished so much success
wi thout the assistance of Trainer Aiver Ram no, Statistician Bob

Crowe, and President of Football Operations Ken Mahaney; and

VWHEREAS, We recognize the acconplishnment of these young

athl etes and their coaches; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- SECOND
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we do hereby offer
our congratul ations to Coach Tim Racki and the nenbers of the
Driscoll Catholic Hi gh School Football Team on w nning the C ass

4A State Chanpionship Title; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to Coach Tim Racki, Driscoll Catholic H gh School, and the
H ghl ander Team Menbers."

Speaker Hartke: "M . Daniels."”

Daniels: "Well, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,
as stated earlier it's ny honor, ny distinct privilege to
introduce to you, the Menbers of the Illinois General
Assenbly, that great chanpionship team of Driscoll Catholic
Hi gh School. And pl ease acknow edge their presence in the
chanbers today. Gentlenen, our congratul ations. Ya know,
it's always great when one of your |ocal high schools win a

state chanpi onship, but when they do it two years in a row
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and win their third state title since 1991, it just, as one
of our l|ocal newspapers suggested, may be the beginning of
a dynasty. | was talking to the coach, Tim Racki, who's
standing along side of nme here and he said, '"this is our
third chanpi onship and we've won each one with 42 points.'
Now, you renenber |ast year, because they were here | ast
year when they won in double overtime by a score of 42-41
So, | was kidding the coach about that |ast year and |I said
that was a close one. He just said to nme, 'ya know, after
we took your words to heart, this year we won wth 42
points the opponents scored O0.' No chances this tine,
that's for sure. | especially wanna point out t he

out standing |eadership of senior quarterback Matt Mahaney.

Matt where are you? CQur senior quarterback. And seni or
I i nebacker, Jason Schulz, Jason, Jason. Now, | think,
Ladies and Gentlenmen, if you look at these guys, the

Chi cago Bears could use these guys right now No question
about that. |In fact, I'mgonna go out on a linb, | think
the Hi ghlanders could beat the Chicago Bears and knock..

So, coach Tim Racki, congratulations to you on what an
outstanding job vyou' ve done. Those of us in the Illinois
House know that achieving your goals, setting goals,
setting victories is not an easy thing to do. It takes a
| ot of dedication, a lot of conmtnent, a |ot of foresight,
and a lot of ability. You have put that magic fornula
together to create the | eadership that's necessary to win a
chanpi onship. Men, relish this nonent, you are wnners,

you are victorious people. Always renenber what it takes

to get to that point and sone day, sone day, we'd like to
see you here in the Illinois General Assenbly as one of the
Represent ati ves. I'd just like a few nore years, though,
if you don't mnd. So, please, congratulate Driscoll High

71


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

149t h Legi sl ati ve Day Decenber 5, 2002
School on their chanpionship. And M. Speaker, | nove the
adoption of the Resolution.”

Speaker Hartke: "You've heard the Gentleman's Mdtion. Al those
in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no’'. In opinion
of the Chair, the '"ayes' have it. And the Resolution is
adopted. Chair recognizes Representative Bellock."

Bel | ock: "Thank you, M. Speaker. A point of per sonal
privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Bellock: "I'd like to welcone today another class from Hi nsdal e
Central Hi gh School fromthe AP Governnment class. 1'd |ike
to have them stand and give them a wel cone who cane down to
study Illinois governnent. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Wlcone to your State Capitol. On page 2 of the
Cal endar, on Second Reading appears Senate Bill 2424,
Representative Mautino. Representative Mautino."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 2424, the Bill's been read a second
time, previously. Anmendnent #1 was adopted in commttee.
No Fl oor Amendnments. No Mtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 2424, a Bill for an Act concerning
state finance. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Mautino."

Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Senate Bill 2424 is a Bill which resulted froma
nmeeting that we had locally regarding the closing of the
Sheridan facility. |"mvery proud to work Representative
Li ndner, Senator Welch, Senator Lauzen and there are a
nunber of ideas that cane out of that. At this tinme, 1'd
like to ask Representative Lindner, mnmy cosponsor, to nake
the opening remarks. |'d be happy to answer any questions

and will do the closing remarks."
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Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Chair recognizes
Representati ve Parke. M. Lindner... or Representative
Li ndner. "

Li ndner: "Thank you. Thank you, M. Speaker. As Representative
Mautino said, this is a total bipartisan effort of the
Legi slators who are concerned with the reopening of
Sheridan Prison to try and find the funds to reopen this
prison and to try and help the over 480 people who have
| ost their jobs and whose benefits will run out within the
next couple nonths. And al so, to help the village whose
tax structure has been intertwned with the prison for a
nunber of years. There is a structure in this state, as we
all  know, for debt collection and at sone point the Debt
Col | ection Board decl ares uncol |l ectabl e debts. This is the
money that we would Ilike for Sheri dan. There IS
approximately $2 billion. And our Bill says that after the
debt is declared wuncollectable that the Debt Collection
Board nay sell the debts to private vendors or contract
with them to have a last call to try and get this noney.
And we are asking that the... thenin the state treasury
there be a fund of $28 mllion, that if this uncollectable
debt is then collected that the 28 mllion will be saved to
reopen Sheridan. This doesn't affect General Revenue Fund,
it doesn't affect any agency budget, because this debt is
uncol l ectable. And I would refer to Representative Mautino
for any questions. This Bill passed the Senate with 48
"yeses', and 4 'presents', and 0 'no’ votes."

Speaker Hartke: "Chair recogni zes Representative Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Parke: "Representative, now let nme get this straight, this

|l egislation is specific for Sheridan. 1s that correct?"
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Mautino: "The... it is... the first 28 mllion collected would be

Par ke:

for Sheridan, anything over and above that woul d al so be..
woul d be available for use in the general appropriation
process. W're trying to create a revenue stream"

"Well, | commend you for that, but to the Bill. Ladi es
and Centlenen, | happen to think that the underlying
concept here is very valid and it's |ong overdue and that
is that when the state decides that a bill can no | onger be
collected that it then will be turned over to a collection
agency to see if they can collect it. And | don't know why
we haven't done that... why we haven't gone to private
col l ection agencies on a |ot of our things. And | hope
that in the process of the next year, trying to find
revenue, that we do look to the private sector to go after
deadbeats and people that owe the state and we have not
been able to collect from'em The private sector many

times has the ability and the tenacity to do a better job

t han governnment. Matter of fact, nost of the tine. But
this Bill specifically earmarks tens of mllions of dollars
to a specific entity. | think that's wong. At atine

when we are struggling to pay for services to the elderly,
to the disabled, to the handicapped, to our education
community, we ought not to have special |egislations such
as this. As a matter of fact, | question whether or not
this is constitutional. | don't even know if we can do
this. This is a specific reference to a single entity and
I'"'m not sure that that's appropriate. | don't... |
guestion the constitutionality of this Bill, but 1 think
this is the wong thing to do. | comend the Sponsors,
they're trying to solve a problem If | were in their
situation, |I'd be trying to do the same thing. W ought

not to be going along with that. At a tinme when this state
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needs every penny, every penny that this state needs we
ought not to be putting a Bill like this up. Ladies and
Gentlenmen, | respectfully rise in opposition.”

Speaker Hartke: "Chair recognizes Representative Mtchell, Bil
Mtchell."

Mtchell, B.: "Thank you, thank you, M. Speaker. | rise in
support of Senate Bill 2424. | would like to congratul ate
the Sponsors, Representative Lindner and Representative
Mautino. You do a great job for the district that you
represent. That being said, you | ost 400 hundred jobs in
Sheridan and it's a real difficulty for your area. | wanna
remnd this Body that in Logan County, wth Lincoln
Devel opnmental Center, two years ago we had 700 | obs.
They're not there anynore. So, | support this Bill, but
don't forget about LDC, we're gonna be back."

Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? Chair recogni zes
Representati ve Fr anks. Representati ve Fr anks. He
declines. Chair recognizes Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yield? Representative..."

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Bl ack: "Thank vyou. Representative, one of the dilemas that a
Bill like this puts many of us in is that there were a
nunber of institutions that closed throughout the state.
And | don't think this is the time or the place to debate
the w sdom of those closures. They have taken place and
the fiscal crisis of the state certainly isn't any better
now than it was a few nonths ago. But having said that,
the Paris work canp... the Ed Jenison work canp in Edgar
County that wused to be in ny legislative district is only
about 25-30 mles fromny residence. Although not in ny

| egislative district, many people who live in nmy district
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work at the Ed Jenison work canp. It was only ten years
old, did a remarkable job, in fact, the inmtes there gave
nmore than 50 thousand hours of public service work to
entities that <couldn't afford to have done that on their
own. So the dilemm, perhaps you can set ny mnd at ease.
Those of us who have al so experienced closures in or around
our district vote for this. What do | say to the good
peopl e who are laid off in tw cases, Frank? Ret ur ni ng
National Guard mnmenbers from the Danville National CGuard
Unit, got honme in the sunmer in August fromactive duty in
the Far East, who worked at the Ed Jeni son work canp and
came back to no job. Now, |'mnot fundanmentally opposed to
your Bill, but what do | tell the people at the Ed Jenison
work canp when they ask ne, as they legitimtely shall,
"why weren't we included? "

Mautino: "And that's... that's an excellent question. Now, wth
the anount of noney that we're tal king about, which is the
uncol | ectabl e debt and we've witten it off, we have pl aced
a zero balance as a state and said we're not gonna go after
this debt. That's the current status of it. | f soneone
were to contract it on a fee basis or a contingency basis,
that would create... let's say if it's worth a nickle on
the dollar, that's a hundred mllion dollars. So, what
we're trying to do inthe Bill... I don't imagine in the
short-term it's going to create $28 million right off the
bat. W're trying to create a funding source. As to what
to tell your people, during the course of the budget you
and | discussed institutes called the IMD facilities. | am
introducing legislation to cap their profits at 10% That
saves $40 mllion and attracts another $20 million in
federal noney. So, there is noney... that |1'd be delighted

to work with you and, as a matter of fact, we net during
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Bl ack:

the course of the budget because ny concern was not only
for Sheridan, but it was for Paris County, Hanna Cty, the
Alton Mental Health Center, Singer Devel opnental Center and
t hrough sone of the things that we are |ooking at we try to
do that. So, this is to try and create a revenue stream
it's not the only idea which cane fromthis [ocal neeting.
Additionally, a neeting next week in Washington with Ray
LaHood, Congressman, in order to try and get the INS
facility to use our 'X House."

"Ckay. "

Mautino: "W nmeet all the qualifications and that is worth $30

t housand per day or about $10 million or a third of the
operating cost. So, this is one piece of a puzzle that
we're trying to work out. | know that it my |ook as
special, Representative. Any additional dollars go to the
General Revenue Fund if it's created over that. And that
al so may be changed in an AV to be directed at Corrections.
W're trying to establish a way to take sone of this noney
which we're no | onger gonna collect, attract it to state
dollars and put it towards reopening facilities. | wll
sponsor Bills jointly with you to try and reopen those

vital services, which they were cut and | won't argue the

merits of the cuts. But | will do that and | have done
t hat . So, this is sonething, ya know, when you tal k about
special Bills today, | voted for Hazel Crest, | voted for a
residential house in Ogle County, | voted for the Maywood

library and these are what we're sent here to do. This is
what Representative Lindner and I were sent here to do
today, is to try and create a streamto help with a problem
and | commt that we will help you wwth your facilities, as
well. | will either sponsor a Bill for you or cosponsor it

with you and you can tell your people they have that
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commtnment. My jobis to try and find noney to help,
that's what we're here doing and |1'd ask..."
Bl ack: "Ckay."
Mautino: "... for your support.”
Black: "Well, Representative, | appreciate that and there was

never any doubt in mnd that you and Representative Lindner

woul d not be willing to extend your hand to help those of

us elsewhere in the state. | know that you will, | know
that you have, and I know that you'll continue to offer
that hel p. Let me ask you one question about the Debt

Col l ection Act, because | wanna make sure we don't go out
of here thinking we've done sonething when in fact we may
not have done exactly what we think we mght. As |
understand it, if there is a debt owed to the state and
that debt is for exanple, back child support or noney owed
to the Departnent or Public Aid who gave benefits to the
custodi al parent and then they collect sone of that noney,
we cannot divert that noney. Is that not true? That noney
must go back to either the custodial parent or the
Depart nment ?"

Mautino: "Thank you for asking that. Wen the Bill cane over
fromthe Senate we had to anend it because it drew in those
dol l ars which we would never want to use, for that reason
W nowin this... it has to be deened as eligible before it
can go into this account at all. That means any of the 4D
nmoney, any child support collection, any of the federal
| oan repaynent nonies would not even be eligible.”

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Mautino: "It has to be certified by the chairman of that board
who is the director at CVs before it can go in. So, we put
a protection on the front side and the back side to nake

sure we're using those dollars which should rightfully go
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Bl ack:

back and may not be legally diverted."

"All right. Frank, just one |ast question. In reading
the Bill, it appears that under the current Debt Collection
Act an outside firmwould be limted in the fee they could
charge for the collection of the noney. The only figure
t hat comes to mnd is about 20% would be the top
contingency. |If I'"'mreading this correctly, this would
allow sonebody currently not on the vendor |ist but as |
understand it they would have to becone certified as a

private vendor or collector..."

Maut i no: "Correct."

Bl ack: but the contingency fee on these dollars that are
deened uncol | ectabl e woul d not be subject to that limt.
s that correct that the contingency may be nmuch hi gher?"

Mautino: "It would be... it would be put out for conpetitive bid,

it could be higher than what that |level is now sinply
because we have already witten it off and we're not gonna
go after it. This is wvery... very common place in the
credit card and banking industries, once you ve determ ned
and you have witten off as uncollectable debt then that
debt can be sold, kinda |like a garage sale basically, Bill.
This is the debt, if you |l ook at and screen this debt that
they have out there it is very old debts. Sone of the
corporations are no |onger there. There are people who
have di ed. It'd be tough to collect fromthem although
the state will continue to try, naybe that's part of the
pr obl em But | mean, this is... it's been through a
private collection agency at the agency Ilevel, they got
what they could, they sent it back to us. It went to the
t hr ee- menber board who said, we're not gonna go after this
anynore, we're gonna shelf it. And that's what we're

| ooking at. So it'd probably have a I|esser value than

79


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

149t h Legi sl ati ve Day Decenber 5, 2002

Bl ack:

Speaker

Lang:

those where they had a potential to get sonme major dollars

out of it."
"All  right. Vell, Representative, | appreciate your
i ndul gence, | appreciate you asking the guestions..

answering the questions. And while this may not work, |et
me just say this, as your father did before you, you work
extrenely hard for your district and | don't know how

anyone in the chanber can find fault with that, that's why

we're all here, that's what we do our best to do. | hope
this works, | hope it mght generate sone incone stream
but | don't wanna build fal se hopes, it's gonna be a |ong

shot. But | appreciate what you and Representative Lindner
have tried to do and I will stand with you to see that if
it works, fine. And if it works then sonme of us may cone
to both of you next January or February and say, well,
maybe you can help us find a revenue streamto perhaps
reopen those institutions in our own district. | can
certainly find no fault with what you're attenpting to do.
You're representing your district as you al ways have and as
Representative Lindner has to the very best of vyour

abilities. Thank you."

Hartke: "Final speaker, Representative Lang."
"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen. | rise in
reluctant opposition to this Bill and | would Iike the

attention of the Menbers because this involves sonething

|"ve been working on for a very long period of tine. | am
not blindsiding ny coll eague, Frank Mautino, |I've told him
|"'m gonna oppose this and he knows why. Ladi es and
CGentlenen, |'ma supporter of Sheridan, | think we ought to

do nore to keep them open, keep those people working, Kkeep
that facility going and | voted nany ways |last spring to do

t hat . But this is not the way to do it for a nunber of
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reasons, the nost inportant of which is that as nmany of you
know for about ten years now |I've been working on how the
state <collects it debt. |"ve travel ed around the state

wi th some of you in hearings to discuss this issue and when

| first started discussing this issue we had about $3

billion owed to our state by our own taxpayers. Today we
have al nost $11 billion owed to the state by our own
t axpayers. We have passed out of this tinme... out of this

House on three separate occasions by virtually wunani nous
votes each tinme a Bill that would consolidate all debt
collection in a state agency. Now, that Bill talked about
doing it in the Auditor General's Ofice, doesn't matter
where, this House agreed alnost wunaninously three tines
that we should have a state agency with state enpl oyees who
are debt collection experts, doing the work of debt
collection to try to collect alnost $11 billion. Now, sone
of it's uncollectable, but we don't really know how nuch.
Yes, each state agency today which are... who are bond to
collect their own debt tells you there's sone that are
uncol | ectabl e, but they don't have debt collection experts.
Al they dois drawa line in the sand and they say well if
it's older than 'x' nunber of days or nonths we'll call it
uncol | ect abl e. The truth is we've never nade any major
effort in the State of Illinois to deal wth these
collections. That's why we have $11 billion due and ow ng
to us today fromour own taxpayers. The conptroller has
made a valiant effort through the offset system and other
ways to do sonme it, but our rate of collection continues to
drop farther and farther and farther into the ground.
Per haps next year we wll pass in both chanbers and get a
Governor to sign a Bill that wll enable us to try to

collect some of this $11 billion. To take one segnent of
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this and sinply declare it uncollectable and give it to
private collection agencies where the state would not have
to pay a fee if we did it ourself is a waste of taxpayer
dollars. In addition, to set aside one place, Sheridan, to
receive these dollars is not good public policy. So Ladies
and Gentlenen, ny argunent is several fold, first | hate to
see ten years of ny work go down the tubes and this Bil
will do that in great neasure. But second and nost
importantly, we need to get a handle on $11 billion that
our own taxpayers owe us at a tinme that we have a 2 or 3
billion dollar hole in our budget. | think once we create
this state debt collection wunit and experts attenpt to
collect it, it's perfectly good idea to send it out of
state or out of our hands and let private debt collectors
collect it, but let's only pay these fees when we know
these fees need to be paid. W should be collecting this
i n-house, we should be using this as GRF, and we should be
putting together an entire plan that you have... nostly al
of you have voted for at least three times to do. To vote
for this Bill is... is in conplete opposition to the kind
of plan of attack that this House has approved three tines.
And | would urge you reluctantly to vote 'no'."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Mautino to close.”

Mautino: "Thank you, Ladies and Gentlenmen of the House. |
appreci ate sone of the previous speakers' comments. There
is $11 billion out there. W have been... we do have
i n-house operations for going to collection. Once we've
gone to collection we receive these back and it is
certified by the Attorney GCeneral, who's in charge of
enforcement, the conptroller, and the director of CM5  who
then tracks that debt as uncollectable. At the current

time and for the past years we have not done anything wth
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this portion of the debt. It sits and today what
Representative Lindner and | ask you is to go and see if
the private market can do a better job to outsource this
portion of the debt to retain and continue to go after that
debt which is still alive within the State of [Illinois.
But what we ask today is for your support for this

| egislation and I would ask for your 'aye' votes."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate

Bill 24247 All those in favor will signify by voting
'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Thi s
requires 71 votes. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wsh? M. derk, take
the record. On this question, there are 75 Menbers voti ng
'yes', 34 Menbers voting 'no', 2 Menmbers voting 'present’
And this Bill, havi ng received the Constitutional
Three-fifths Majority, is hereby declared passed. Ladi es
and Gentlenen, it's the Chair's intention to do sone Agreed
Resol utions, the Adjournnent Resolution, and then we have a
Deat h Resol ution upon our adj our nnent . Agr eed
Resol utions. "

Clerk Bolin: "Agreed Resolutions. House Resolution 1143, offered
by Representative Daniels; House Resolutions 1144, 1145,
1146, 1147, 1148, and 1149, offered by Representative
Dani el s; House Resol ution 1150, offered by Representative
Garrett; House Resolution 1151, offered by Representative
Morrow, House Resol ution 1152, offered by Representative
Dani el s; House Resolution 1153, offered by Representative
Schoenber g; House Resol uti on 1154, of fered by
Representative Somrer; House Resolution 1155, offered by
Representative Rutherford; House Resolution 1156, offered
by Representative Brady; House Resol utions 1157 and 1158,
of fered by Speaker Madi gan; House Resolution 1159, offered

83


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

149t h Legi sl ati ve Day Decenber 5, 2002
by Representative Dart; House Resolution 1160, offered by
Representative Wight; House Resolution 1161, offered by
Represent ati ve Parke, and House Resol ution 1162, offered by
Representative Gsnond. "

Speaker Hartke: "You've heard the Agreed Resolutions. All those
in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no’'. In opinion
of the Chair, the "ayes' have it. And the Resolutions are
adopt ed. The Adj ournnment Resol ution.™

Clerk Bolin: "House Joint Resolution 90 offered by Representative

Barbara Flynn Currie.

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 90

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- SECOND
CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
HEREIN, that when the House of Representatives adjourns on
Thur sday, Decenber 5, 2002, it stands adjourned until Friday,
January 3, 2003 in Perfunctory Session, and when it stands
adj ourns on that day, it stands adjourned until Monday, January 6,
2003 at 2:00 p.m; and when the Senate adjourns on Thursday,
Decenber 5, 2002, it stands adjourned wuntil WMnday, January 6,
2003 at 3:00 p.m"

Speaker Hartke: "You've heard the Adjournnent Resolution. Al
those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. I n
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the

Adj ournment Resolution is adopted. M. Cerk, please read
the Death Resolution for a former Menber. Menbers will
pl ease be in their chair. House Resolution 1055."

Clerk Bolin: "House Resolution 1055 offered by Representative

Mffitt.

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON 1055
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VWHEREAS, The nmenbers of the Illinois House of Representatives
wish to express their sincerest condolences to the famly and

friends of former State Representative A T. "Tonml MMaster, who

passed away on Septenber 3, 2002; and

VWHEREAS, A T. McMaster was born on June 21, 1918 near Oneida,
I[1linois to Arthur T. and Hannah R Eck McMaster; he married Mary
Cat herine O Connor on June 17, 1943, in Wataga; and

VWHEREAS, Representative MMaster attended grade school in
Copl ey Townshi p, graduated from Oneida H gh School, and attended
Knox Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, Representative MMster was a farmer in Copley

Townshi p, Knox County; and

WHEREAS, Representative MMaster was active in State and | oca
politics for 33 years, starting in 1952 as townshi p assessor, and
served on the Knox County Board of Supervisors for 10 years,
serving as chairman for four years; in 1971, he began the first of
eight terms as State representative of the 73rd District. And was
knowmm for his work with Jland reclamation and strip m nes; he

retired in 1987; and

WHEREAS, |n Novenber 1999, State Representative Don Mffitt
and State Senator Carl Hawkinson worked with the Illinois
Departnent of Natural Resources to renanme Snakeden Hollow Lake

after Representative MMster; and

WHEREAS, Representative McMaster was a nenber of First United
Presbyterian Church, the Oneida Masonic Lodge 337, the Knox County
Farm Bureau, the forner Oneida Lions Cub, Phi Delta Theta

Fraternity, and the Knox College 50 Year C ub; and

VWHEREAS, The passing of A T. McMaster will be deeply felt by

all who knew and Iloved him especially his wfe, Catherine
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McMaster; his sons, Tom (w fe, Deanie) MMaster and Ji m McMaster;
hi s daughters, Mary (husband, Barry) Stein, Peg (husband, Roger)
Wenstrom and Marti (husband, David) Hurst; his sister, Eve Verg;

hi s grandchildren; and his 4 great-grandchildren; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- SECOND
CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn, along
with all who knew him the death of forner State Representative

A T. "Tom MMster of Oneida, Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to the famly of fornmer State Representative A T. MMaster wth
our sincere condol ences.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Mffitt.

Mffitt: "M. Speaker, Ladies, and Gentlenen of the House, A T.
"Tom McMaster was one of the first State Legislators that
| got to know after college as he represented ny hone
county of Knox. A T. was proud of his roots as a nan of
the land and as a farmer. He was proud of his roots in
| ocal government and used t hat expertise here in
Springfield had... he'd chaired the Knox County Board. And
it was a position that three chairnen later | would hol d.
A T. was proud of his famly, all of his famly, all of his
children. Including... especially, a daughter that went
into politics and he was proud of that and that his
daughter becane Circuit Cerk of Knox County. And during
the time of mlitary conflict in Viet Nam he was very proud
he had a son who was a pilot and nmade a career in the
mlitary. A T. MMaster always tried to turn a liability
into an asset. One exanple was his tireless efforts to
pass regulations to reclaimstrip mne | and, which had been
occurring in Knox County. Two years ago at the request of

Senat or Hawki nson and nyself DNR nanmed the | ake at Snakeden
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Speaker

Wj ci k:

Hol low, which is a state conservation area in Knox County,
after A°T. 'Tom MMaster. At that cerenony A T. quipped

that he was kind of surprised that it was being naned for

him because usually that isn't done wuntil after soneone
di es. He says, 'Are you trying to tell me sonething?
Well, we were. The answer to that question whether or not

we were trying to tell Tom McMaster sonething is sinply
this. W were telling himthanks. W were saying thanks
for making Illinois a better place to live. Thanks for
hel ping preserve farm |and throughout the State of
I11inois. Thanks for being a voice for |ocal governnent.
Thanks for setting a high standard for honesty and
integrity 1in State Governnment. Tom set an exanple that we
should all try to follow W thank Tomfor what he did in
II'linois and he wll certainly be m ssed. Thank you."
Hartke: "Representative Wjcik."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, and Menbers of the House. In ny
previ ous career as Township Cerk of Schaumburg Township
got to know Tom McMaster. W called him the father of
townshi p governnent. He was so kind and did so nmuch in
that area. There was a tine when Cook County was never
recognized by a downstater and | had the opportunity to
work with Tom regardi ng absentee ballots. And he led the
charge for us and nowthat's a lawin the State of Illinois
and absentee ballots can be handl ed by | ocal governnents.

Tom had a great sense of hunor. Never in ny day did |

would ever think that | would end up here on the House
Floor and sit in front of him WlIl, the day cane and |
was rather proud to shake his hand and say, 'Now, |'m one

of you." What he did to nme was he changed ny [|ight
switches from red to green and green to red. And as a

freshman | was very intent on voting the right way, of
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Speaker

Bl ack:

course and so | kept hitting the green Iight and he kept
sayi ng, 'Kay, change your vote.' And he's giggling... and
| said, 'Change it.' He told Don Hensel, 'Don, change her
switch.' And | grabbed a hold of Don and | said, 'Don't

you dare touch ny switch.' And they | ooked down and they

said, 'Then | ook at your switches.' By golly, they changed
the color on ne. But that's the kind of man he was. He
was very thoughtful, Kkind, and his sense of hunor was

exenplary. God rest you, Tom You' re m ssed and you were
a wonderful man in your days."

Hartke: "Chair recogni zes Representative Bl ack."

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker, and Menbers of the
CGeneral Assenbly. One of the difficulties in serving here
is that the turnover anynore is so rapid that many of you
did not have the privilege and pleasure of knowing Tom
McMast er . Wen | came down, | was sworninto fill a
vacancy. So, | didn't have the benefit of an orientation
Session, or what have you. And one of the first people
that | nmet was Tom McMaster. Tomwas... he could fool vya,
he was kind of a gruff-looking fellow and you wondered if
perhaps you'd better mnd your p's and q's around him And
he didn't have much to say the day I was sworn in and the

next day when we were Session he canme up to ne and he said,

"Young man... | was much younger then...' he said, 'I hear
you were a county board chairmn.' And | didn't know
whet her | should answer 'yes' or 'no'. | wasn't sure what
the response that Tomwanted. And | said, 'Yes, | was

privileged to serve as the chairman of the Vermlion County
Board.' And he said, 'Wll, then you re a good nan because
| was one, too.'" And fromthat point on it was a privilege
and pleasure to work with Tom He always had tine to show

rookies like myself how the process worked. He was one of
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the first people to reinforce sonething that many have done
over the vyears and that is that the center aisle is not a
barrier and it is not a wall and that you have to cross
that aisle on nmany occasion to work with Menbers of both
parties in a cooperative sense. And Tom never forgot that
and | think that's why he was so effective and one of
things... in many of the things that he did. He wasn't
recognized as a great environnentalist by many of the
groups that we all fill out hundreds of questionnaires for,
but his work on converting strip land... strip mned |and,
| think, marks himas one of the great environnentalists to
have served in this chanber. And just to share sonething
with you, because Kay rem nded ne of sone of the practical
] okes that used to be played down here wth great
frequency. And yes, you can pry off these plastic covers
on your switches and change them around. And one day |
canme into the chanber, about the third day | was here, and
my phone [|ight was on and no one had expl ained to nme what
that neant. So, this orange |light that you have on your
desk was on, it doesn't blink, it's just on. And | poked
at it a couple of times and evidently Tom saw that. And he
cane up and whispered in ny ear, he said, 'That is a
heat-activated switch and you'll have to hold your thunb on
the switch for ten or fifteen seconds and then it will go
off." Now, | looked around to see if perhaps he was
pulling ny leg and so whil e | ooking around and hopefully no
one was watching |, in fact, put ny thunb on the phone
light; it didn't go off. | increased the pressure. And
again, |ooking around to hope no one was | ooking. Tom was
very serious, didn't let on, so | pushed that phone Iight
so hard that, believe this or not, it broke. Tomdidn't

say anything and he said, 'There is a violation of
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destroying state property and the House Cderk wll, [I'm
sure, give you a bill." Later that day, | asked soneone

what that Iight nmeant and why it went on and they told ne.
And yet, Tom was such a good and decent fellow, it was a
great practical joke. And | learned a great deal of what |
amable to do on this floor frompeople Iike Tom MMaster,
believe ne. He'll be... he'll be mssed. M condol ences
to his famly. It was a privilege and an honor to serve
with a man |like Tom McMaster and in fact, he's part of ny
institutional nmenory of this chanber. He was a... an
outstanding Legislator who represented his district very
well. And if we can follow in the footsteps of people |ike
Tom this will be a far better place to serve."”

Speaker Hartke: "Leader Daniels.”

Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies, and CGentlenen of the House the

| egacy of Tom McMaster |ived on. Now, we know who taught

Bill everything that he knows today. And Bill, I'm not
sure |'d tell that story too many tinmes. But, also we do
understand and Kay, | wasn't sure you were gonna tell that

story, but | renmenber when Tom McMaster cane to nme when you

were a freshman and he says, 'This Lady just votes w ong

all the tine." And he said, 'l think | gotta way how to
correct it.' And sure enough, vyou had the best voting
record you had wuntil you found out those things were
switched on it. Tom MMaster, as pointed out to you,
really is one of the legacies of the Illinois GCeneral
Assenbl y. | had the privilege of working with himfor a

decade, had the privilege of serving wwth himand [|earning
from him as Representative Wjcik pointed out he was an
expert in township governnent, as Bill Black pointed out he
was an expert in land reclamation. And he really was a

per son t hat under st ood technicalities and detailed
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| egislation and matters that were so inportant to not only
at the tine they were presented, but also today as we | ook
at environnental concerns. Ya know, the one thing that did
cone through over and over again was Tom s |love for famly,
| ove for his colleagues, and love for his comunity, and
yes, love for his alm mater Knox Col | ege as Representative
Moffitt has pointed out. But nore than that, he was a man
of great integrity and a very strong man. \Wen you net Tom
McMast er you knew you were neeting sonebody that had a
great deal of commtment to what he was doing and he proved
his dedication and his public good by his actions every
single day. He took people that were newto the process,
such as that time Representative Wjcik, Representative
Bl ack and taught them about how to be a good Legislator. |
think he's done a good job in both their cases. H s
i nfluence here has been felt in so many different ways and
as Representative Bl ack pointed out, people conme and go in
this process and it seens at tines all too frequently are
we sayi ng goodbye to a Menber in one form or another. But
Tom MMaster is a man that | wll renenber for his
dedi cation, for his commtnent, for his integrity, for his
love for his colleagues, and his love for his community,
but above all there was no greater love for Tom than his
wife Katherine, his tw sons, his three daughters, his
fourteen grandchildren, and his four great-grandchildren.
Tom MMaster, thanks for what you gave to all of us. My

you rest in peace."

Speaker Hartke: "You've heard the Resolution. Al those in favor
signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of
the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Resolution is

adopted. W are not adjourned, yet. Representative Currie

now noves that the House stand adjourned wuntil Monday,
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January the 6th, 2003 at the hour of 2 ppm Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the House

st ands adj ourned. "
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