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Madi gan: "The House shall conme to order. The Menbers

shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Pastor Leroy Hicks of the Herod Springs Baptist Church
in Harrisburg (sic-Herod). Pastor Hicks is the guest of
Representative Fow er. The guests in the gallery may w sh
to rise and join us for the invocation and the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance. "
Hicks: "Let's pray together. Father, we conme into Your
presence this hour to thank You for the gift of this day
knowing that the earth proclains Your splendor, Your
maj esty and our hearts rejoice for every word that proceeds
out of Your nouth. Lord, we know that You rule righteously
over us and that You reign over all things and that You
hold the earth in the pal mof Your hand. You're worthy of
all of our honor and praise and thank You for manifesting
Yourself to those that |ove You. Thank You for the glory
of Your nane and for creating the heavens and the earth
t hrough Your power and w sdom And as You shared Your
w sdom wi th Sol onon, to govern his nation, may You extend
that sane w sdom to these nen and wonen as they make
decisions that will affect our communities. Quide the
servants that have nmade a choice to serve our state and
when they have finished their course, nmay they hear the
words from Your throne, 'Well done, thou good and faithful
servant.' In Jesus nane | pray. Anmen."

Madi gan: "We shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by

Representati ve Forby."

- et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anmerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
for all."

Madi gan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
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Currie.”
Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record show that

Representatives Collins and Hol brook are excused today."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Bost."

Bost: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Let the records reflect that
Representative Rutherford and Stephens will be recorded as
absent today."

Speaker Madigan: "Let the record reflect those excused absences.
M. derk, take the record. There being 114 Menbers
responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is a quorum
present. M. derk. M. derk, what is the status of
House Bill 5757?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 575, a Bill for an Act concerning notor
vehicles. Second Reading of this House Bill. No Commttee
Amendnents. No Floor Amendments. No Mdtions filed."

Speaker Madigan: "Third Reading. M. Hartke in the Chair."

Speaker Hartke: "On page 2 on the Cal endar, on Second Readi ng,
appears House Bill 1, Representative Hoffman. Qut of the

record. House Bill 41, Representative Meyer. M. derk,

read the Bill. M. Mers (sic-Myer), you have an
Amendnent in Rules. Do you want to run that Bill anyway?
Qut of the record. House Bill 46, Representative Burke.
Dan Bur ke. Qut of the record. House Bill 60,

Representative Black. You have an Anendnent in Rules. Qut
of the record. House Bill 80, Representative Lang. You
have an Anendnent in Rules. Qut of the record. House Bill

84, Representative Lang. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 84, a Bill for an Act in relation to
support. Second Reading of this House Bill. Amendnents 1
and 2 were adopted in conmmttee. No Mdtions have been

filed. No Floor Amendnents approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 101, Representative
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McKeon. Qut of the record. House Bill 128, Representative
Schoenber g. Qut of the record. House Bill 131,
Representative Schoenberg. Qut of the record. House Bill
148, Representative Berns. Qut of the record. House Bil
151, Representative Turner. John Turner. Qut of the

record. House Bill 156, Representative Brosnahan. M .

Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 156 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. No Commttee  Amendnents. No Fl oor
Amendnents. "

Speaker Hartke: "Third Readi ng. The Chair recogni zes
Representative Connor. For what reason do you seek

recognition? Representative O Connor."

O Connor: "Thank you, M. Speaker, on a point of personal
privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

O Connor: "Today is MuseumDay in the State of Illinois. W have
an anbassador representing all of the nuseuns in the State
of Illinois. That anbassador al so represents Brookfield
Zoo, which is in ny district. Wuld you all please wel cone
B. Z. Bear. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Wl cone to the House chanber. On page 3 on
Second Readi ng appears House Bill 158, Representative Dart.
Qut of the record. House Bill 176, Representative Hoffman.
Qut of the record. House Bill 190, Representative Hoeft.
Qut of the record. House Bill 200, Representative W nkel.
Representative Wnkel. Qut of the record. House Bill 210,
Representative Kerner. Kenner, excuse ne. Representative
Kenner. Qut of the record. House Bill 219, Representative
St ephens. Qut of t he record. House Bill 228,
Representative Meyer. Qut of the record. House Bill 233,

Representative Klingler. ..., read the Bill."
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Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 233, a Bill for an Act anending the
II'linois Pension Code. Second Reading of this House Bill
Amrendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No Modtions have
been filed. No Fl oor Amendnent s approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 274, Representative
O Brien. Qut of t he record. House Bill 279,
Representative Burke. Qut of the record. House Bill 228,
excuse ne, House Bill 282, Representati ve Garrett.
Representative Garrett, you have an Amendnent in Rul es.
Qut of the record. Representative Ryder (sic-Righter),
House Bill 305. You have an Amendnent in Rules. CQut of
the record. Representative Feigenholtz... Qut of the
record. House Bill 326, Representative Persico. Qut  of
the record. House Bill 352, Representative Curry, Julie
Curry. M. derk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 352, a Bill for an Act relating to
school s. Second Reading of this House Bill. Amendnent #1
was adopted in commttee. No Mdtions have been fil ed. No

Fl oor Amendnents approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 376, Representative
Ryder. Tom Ryder. Qut of the record. House Bill 382,
Representative Saviano. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 382, a Bill for an Act anending certain
Acts in relation to the disposition of certain fetuses.
Second Reading of this House Bill. Amendnent  #1 was
adopted in conmttee. No Mdtions have been filed. No
Fl oor Amendnents approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 400, Representative

Fritchey. You have an Anendnent in Rules. Qut of the
record. House Bill 445, Representative Kosel. You also
have an Anendnment in Rules. Representative Kosel. Qut of
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the record. Representative Feigenholtz, House Bill 446.
You have an Anendnent in Rules. Qut of the record.
Representative Acevedo... Qut of the record. House Bil
453, Representative Lyons, Eileen Lyons. Qut of the
record. House Bill 479, Representative Younge. Qut of the
record. House Bill 504, Representative Scott. M. derk,
read the Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 504, a Bill for an Act concerning

housing affordability. Second Reading of this House Bill
No Commttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mdtions

filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 506, Representative
Dart. Qut of the record. House Bill 511, Representative
Turner, John Turner. Qut of the record. House Bill 512,
Representative Turner. Qut of the record. House Bill 525,
Representative Fow er. Jim Fow er, 525. Qut of the
record. House Bill 549, Representative Reitz. Dan Reitz.
Qut of the record. House Bill 582, Representative Lang.

Qut of the record. House Bill 591, Representative Lang.
You have a couple Anendnents in Rules. Qut of the record.
593, Representative Lang. Qut of the record. 596, out of
the record. House Bill 623, Representative Curry, Julie
Curry. Qut of the record. House Bill 625, Representative
Scott. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 625, a Bill for an Act in relation to
bonds. Second Reading of this House Bill. No Commttee
Amendnents. No Floor Amendments. No Mdtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. 626, Representative Scott. M .
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 626, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
Metropolitan Civic Center Support Act. Second Reading of
this House Bill. No Commttee Anendnents. No Fl oor
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Amendments. No Mtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 646, Representative
Li ndner. Qut of t he record. House Bill 700,
Representative Lawfer. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 700, a Bill for an Act concerning
wldlife. Second Reading of this House Bill. Anendnent #1
was adopted in conmttee. No Mdtions have been filed. No
Fl oor Amendnents approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 719, Representative

Fei genhol t z. Sara Feigenholtz. 719. M. Cderk, read the

Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 719, a Bill for an Act in relation to
children. Second Reading of this House Bill. No Commttee

Amendnents. No Floor Amendments. No Mdtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 776, Representative
Cross. Thomas Cross. House Bill 776. Qut of the record.
House Bill 840, Representative Wrsing. Dave Wrsing. M.
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 840, a Bill for an Act concerning higher
educati on student assistance. Second Reading of this House
Bill. No Comm ttee Amendnents. No Fl oor Anendnents. No
Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 854, Representative
Beaubien. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 854, a Bill for an Act concerning
vet erans' hones. Second Reading of this House Bill
Amrendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No Mdtions have
been filed. No Fl oor Amendnent s approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 863, Representative
Osterman. Representative OGsternan. Qut of the record.

House Bill 888, Representative Cross. Tom Cross, 888. M.
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Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 888, aBill for an Act in relation to
crimnal law. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Commttee Anendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 899, Representative
OBrien. Mary Kay O Brien. Qut of the record. House Bill

901, Representative Howard. Constance Howard. M. derk,

read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 901, a Bill for an Act relating to
hi gher educati on. Second Reading of this House Bill
Amendnent #1 was adopted in committee. No Mbdtions have
been filed. No Fl oor Amendnent s approved for

consi deration."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 909, Representative
Hanos. Julie Hanos. Represent ati ve Hanos, 909. Qut of
the record. 911, Representative Hanps, House Bill 911
Representative Hanos. Qut of the record. Representative
Andrea More, 915. CQut of the record. House Bill 923,
Representative Feigenholtz. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 923, a Bill for an Act in relation to
hypoderm c syringes and needles. Second Reading of this
House Bill. No Comm ttee Amendnments. No Fl oor Anendnents.
No Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 935, Representative

Mul I'i gan. Rosemary Mulligan. Qut of the record. House

Bill 942, Representative More, Andrea More. Qut of the
record. House Bill 982, Representative Gsternan. Qut of
the record. House Bill 1025, Representative Feigenholtz,

Sara Feigenholtz. 9... or excuse ne, 1025. 1025. M .
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1025, a Bill for an Act concerning
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schools. Second Reading of this House Bill. Anmendnent #1
was adopted in conmttee. No Mdtions have been filed. No
Fl oor Amendnents approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1026, Representative
Del gado. Representative Delgado in the chanmber? Qut of
the record. House Bill 1033, Representative Tenhouse. Qut
of the record. House Bill 1046, Representative Scully.
M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1046, a Bill for an Act concerning
conput ers. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1048, Representative
Soto. M. Cderk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1048, a Bill for an Act concerning
schools. Second Reading of this House Bill. No Commttee
Amendnents. No Floor Amendments. No Mdtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1077, Representative
Davis, Mnique Davis. Qut of the record. House Bill 1079,

Representative Slone. R cca Slone. 1079. M. Cerk, read

the Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1079, a Bill for an Act concerning park
districts. Second Reading of this House Bill. Anendnent

#1 was adopted in commttee. No Mdtions have been filed.
No Fl oor Amendnents approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1095, Representative
Soto. M. Cderk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1095, a Bill for an Act in relation to
child support. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Mbdtions
filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1099, Representative
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Moni que Davi s. Qut of the record. House Bill 1685,
Representati ve Schmtz. Representative Schmtz. M.

Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1685, a Bill for an Act anending the
II'linois Muinicipal Code. Second Reading of this House
Bill. No Commttee Amendnments. No Floor Anmendnents. No
Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1693, Representative
Hof fran. ..., read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1693, a Bill for an Act concerning the
I[1linois Crimnal Justice Information Authority. Second
Readi ng of this House Bill. Amendnent #1 was adopted in
commi ttee. No Mot i ons have been filed. No Fl oor
Amendnent s approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1697, Representative
Brunsvol d. Qut of the record. House Bill 1710,
Representative Reitz. Qut of the record. House Bill 1713,
Representative Hoffman. ..., read the Bill. Qut of the
record. House Bill 1722, Representative Davis, Mnique
Davis. Qut of the record. House Bill 1760, Representative
Scott. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1760, a Bill for an Act anending the
II'linois Minicipal Code. Second Reading of this House
Bill. No Commttee Amendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No
Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1776, Representative
Rut herford. Qut of the record. House Bill 1788,
Representative Franks. Jack Franks. Qut of the record.
House Bill 1802, Representative Curry, Julie Curry. 1802.
Qut of the record. House Bill 1819, Representative
OBrien. Mary Kay O Brien. Qut of the record. House Bill
1822, Representative MAuliffe. M. COerk, read the Bill."
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Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1822, a Bill for an Act relating to
hi gher education student assistance. Second Readi ng of
this House Bill. No Commttee Anendnents. No Fl oor

Amendments. No Mtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1842, Representative
Dur ki n. Qut of t he record. House Bill 1843,
Representative Durkin. Qut of the record. House Bil
1844. CQut of the record. House Bill 1851, Representative
Meyer, R ch Mers. 1851, excuse ne. M. Cderk, read the
Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1851, a Bill for an Act regarding higher
educati on student assistance. Second Reading of this House
Bill. Amendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No Motions
have been filed. No Floor Anmendnents approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1854, Representative
Beaubien. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1854, a Bill for an Act concerning
wildlife. Second Reading of this House Bill. No Conmttee
Amendnments. No Floor Anendnents. No Motions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1870, Representative
Dur ki n. 1870, Representative Durkin. M. Cerk, read the
Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1870, a Bill for an Act concerning
libraries. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Modtions
filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1895, Representative
Hoeft. M. Cerk... Qut of the record. House Bill 1905,
Representative Wrsing. Representative Wrsing. 1905.
M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1905, a Bill for an Act concerning

10
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hi gher educati on. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No Mbtions
filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1908, Representative
Meyer. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1908, a Bill for an Act concerning
school s. Second Reading of this House Bill. No Commttee
Amendnents. No Floor Amendments. No Mdtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 1926, Representative

Reitz. Qut of the record. House Bill 1935, Representative

Col l'i ns. Qut of t he record. House Bill 1956,
Representative Mffitt. Qut of the record. House Bil

1978, Representati ve Moffitt. House Bill 1983,
Representative Lindner. Representative Lindner. Qut  of
the record. House Bill 1989, Representative Mautino.

Frank WMauti no. Qut of the record. House Bill 1990,

Representative Dart. Qut of the record. House Bill 2006,
Representative Black. ..., read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2006, a Bill for an Act concerning
enpl oynent . Second Reading of this House Bill. No

Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Mbtions
filed."
Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 2046, Representative

Burke. Dan Burke. Qut of the record. House Bill 2079,
Representative Wait. Ron Wait. ... of the record. House
Bill 2110, Representative Tenhouse. Qut of the record.
House Bill 2111, Representative Gsnond. M. Cerk, read
the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2111, a Bill for an Act concerning
hi gher education student assistance. Second Readi ng of
this House Bill. No Commttee Anmendnents. No Fl oor

Amendnent s. No Motions filed."

11
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Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 2143, Representative
Kl i ngler. 2143, Representative Klingler. Qut of the
record. Page 10 on the Cal endar, on Third Reading appears
House Bill 12, Representative Mathias. M. derk, read the
Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 12, a Bill for an Act amending the
School Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Mathias."

Mat hi as: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 12 would anend the
School Code to all ow anyone who served in Wrld War Il and
| eft high school during World War Il to join the service
and was honorably discharged to come back and get a high
school diploma. And | would urge ny coll eagues to support
House Bill 12."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass
House Bill 12?" Al those in favor will signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. This
is final action. Have all voted who wi sh? Shhh. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take

the record. On House Bill 12, there are 113 Menbers voting

'yes', 0 wvoting 'no', and O voting 'present'. And this
Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, is hereby
decl ared passed. House Bill 25, Representati ve
Fei genhol t z. Qut of the record. House Bill 28,

Representative Bl ack. Qut of the record. House Bill 36,
Representative Poe. Qut of the record. Representati ve
Black, did you wanna call House Bill 28? OQut of the
record. House Bill 55, Representative Parke. Terry Parke.
Qut of the record. House Bill 66, Representative Lang.
Qut of the record. House Bill 75, Representative Lang.

Representative Lang, how about House Bill 75? Qut of the

12
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record. 93, House Bill 93. Qut of the record. 98. CQCut

of the record. How about House Bill 1297 Representati ve
Schoenber g. Qut of the record. Representati ve Bl ack,
House Bill 144. Qut of the record. House Bill 152,

Representative Schmtz. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 152, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Chil d Passenger Protection Act. Third Reading of this
House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Schmtz."

Schmtz: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenen of the
House. House Bill 152 is a direct response to a report
card that the State of Illinois recently received regarding

child safety and how we transport our children here in the

State of Illinois. Ladies and Gentlenen, Illinois got an
F. W ranked 48th in the nation on how we transport our
children. House Bill 152 would neke a requirenent in
Illinois that says, 'If you're 4'9, if you' re 80 pounds or

if you're 10 years old, you' ve gotta be transported in a
booster seat.’ And based on that, | would |like to answer

any questions that any Menber may have."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question 1is, 'Shall the House
pass... excuse nme. Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he'll yield."

Black: "I appreciate the Gentleman's Bill, but his remark that
the State of Illinois got an F and |'ve seen editorials the
sane way. Wiy would the State of Illinois get an F... You

mean it's our responsibility to see to it that children are
taken care of by their parents or 1is it perhaps the

responsibility of the parents?”

13
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Schmtz: "Representative Black, you brought up a great point. In

I[I'linois, alot of times our |laws are bare-bone m ninmuns.
And what we set up here is the bare m nimum of transporting
a child, so we just gotta put "emin a seatbelt in the
backseat up to age six. After age six, we don't have to do
that. They can run around in the backseat; they can sit
up; they can do whatever they want. And based on what our
| aw says, that's okay. |If you're gonna deal with the |aw

of physics, that's not okay. And what | found out through

my research on this Bill is that there are many parents out
there who are follow ng the bare-bones mninmum | was one
of '"em | thought putting ny child in the backseat of the

car, in a seatbelt, was safe practice. And as | found out
through ny research, that is not safe practice and that's
one of the worst things you can do is put a young child in

the seatbelt that's made for an adult."”

Black: "It's hard to quarrel wth the... wth what vyou're
attenpting to do. And | see, you did anend the Bill to have
a height restriction, as well, because | have friends of
m ne who have a disabled child who's al nost 17 and probably
wei ghs | ess than 80 pounds, but is certainly higher than
your... taller than your height requirement. |It's 4'9,
correct?"

Schmtz: "That's correct."”

Black: "All right. | guess and it's a philosophical question,

you can answer it or choose not to. W all drive, you and
|, everybody in this chanber drive a lot of mles in any
given nmonth and it irritates ne to see children... or
parents with very young children who don't even bother to
follow the infant seat. They have them standing up in the
front seat or crawling all over the backseat. On the way

over this norning, | saw a child laying down in the back

14
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w ndow | edge of a car sound asleep. And | know that we
don't have enough State Police officers or police officers
anywhere around the state to enforce every | aw But does
this one present sone enforcenment problenms? |Is this a
primary stop if the officer would determne that the child
may be in this category and does not appear to be properly
restrained? Can that be a primary stop?”

Schmtz: "Yeah. This wouldn't change what's already existing in
the primary stop."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Schmtz: "There's an wunrestrained child in there right now,
that's what occurs.”

Black: "Now, the only calls I've had fromconstituents are those
from grandparents and |'mnow a grandparent. This would
require if your children were dropping the grandchildren
off to spend a week with you. You would either have to own
a booster seat or you'd have to take it out of your
children's car. Correct?"

Schmtz: "Yeah. The parents are... under the law, the parents
are required to give it to'em Now, if they don't then
we're not gonna hold the grandparents liable. Just as if
we're picking sonebody up at a soccer match. |In our own
househol d, we treat a booster seat no different than we
treat a coat and gloves. It goes with our... both of our
sons when we drop 'emoff."

Black: "All right. So there's no primary liability that noves
with the vehicle... it stays with the parent?"

Schmtz: "No. No. No, it stays... The parent should give it to
‘em |If they don't, then we're not gonna..."

Black: "All right. ay, fine."

Schmtz: " ... followthe driver."

Bl ack: "That answers the question that was raised in nmy district.
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| appreciate your response. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Jackson, Representative Bost."

Bost: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he'll yield."

Bost: "Representative, you know, | respect you for carrying this
Bill and |I understand what we're trying to do and there's
sonme concerns that | have and | haven't had the chance to
|l ook in deep at... as deep into the legislation as I'd |ike
to, but is there an age requirenment with this?"

Schmtz: "Yes, Representative. House Amendnent 1 took into
consi deration an age, so we had three points that canme out
of the end result of this Bill. You either need to be up
to 4'9, up to 80 pounds or up to 10 years old. If you hit
anyone of those three, then you would be out of the booster
seat."

Bost: "Well, | appreciate that being in there because being from
a famly of Bosts, we are fairly short in stature and many
of us do not even reach 80 pounds until our junior or
senior year in high school. And | would hate to see that
that, vyou know, it'd be kind of rough going to a junior or
senior promin the car seat and that would be a little
t ough. But you know, | understand what we're trying to do
and | think that we're trying to send a nessage to parents
that this 1is very inportant. But the concern | have al so

and | think, Representative Black may have touched on that,

do we... Right... Wen we originally passed the seatbelt
law in the State of Illinois, that wasn't supposed to be a
primary stop. Is this a primry stop? Can a police

of fi cer because of suspicion that there is a child not in a
restraining seat, actually nmake a stop based on that?"

Schmtz: "It's ny understanding, child safety stops are primary
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cause and they have been. Now, the seatbelts for the
adults in the front seat are not primary cause, but if an
officer sees a child, 4 years old, conpletely unrestrained
in a car, that is a primary cause. That was and wl | be
under this legislation.”
Bost: "Thank you. | appreciate the information."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Madi son, Representative Hof fman."
Hof f man: " Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he'll yield."
Hof f man: "Representative, | got two, | guess, concerns. Are we
tal king about taking this up to 10 years of age?"
Schmtz: "Up to 10 years of age, correct. So that would get vyou
t hrough 4th or 5th grade."

Hof f man: " And what type of car seat would they have to be in?"

Schmtz: "This would be a booster seat. | brought one just in
case we had sone questions on it, which we do. They
would... It's not the car seat that we have with our

l-year-old and with our little ones that were huge and
they're cunbersone. This is... This gets the child up to
where the seatbelt conmes across the shoulders right and
conmes across the stomach correct or the hips instead of the
abdonmen where they sit right now when they're..."

Hof fman: "So every 10-year-old, in the State of Illinois, is
going to have to sit in one of those if they're wunder the
pound. . ."

Schm t z: "No. "

Hof fman: " ... requirenents?"

Schmtz: "No, as soon as they hit 10, so every 9-year-old."

Hof fman: "Every 9-year-old would have to sit in one of these as
long as he hits... as long as they're wthin the pound

restrictions."
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Schmtz: "If they hit 4... If they're tall and thin, they would
be exenpted under the height."

Hof fman: "Do you know of any other states who have this
requi renent ?"

Schmtz: "Yes. California and Washi ngton."

Hof fman: "And so, |I'm all for childrens' safety, okay. But I
have a 9-year-old, all right. And she wears her seatbelt,
okay, voluntarily. That's the way she was brought up. [|I'm
not so sure that we could keep a 9-year-old in one of these
seats, okay. So you're then... you're fighting with a
9-year-old, you're trying to drive at the sane tine. The
9-year-old' s out of the seat and all of a sudden the police
can stop you and there could be a prinmary stop based on the
fact that your 9-year-old has gotten out of their seat. |Is
t hat what you're sayi ng?"

Schmtz: "No. If the 9-year-old falls in the criteria... if a
9-year-old is 4'8 and 60 pounds. | have an 8-year-old that
sits in an identical seat to this and when we first
introduced the seat, yeah, there was sone grief in the
household. But you know, it's nmy car and |'m gonna
transport the <children the best way they're supposed to
be..."

Hof f man:  "But..."

Schmtz: " ... and the seatbelts aren't doing the job. You and
think that that's a good way to put the kids in the
backseat, but if they're shorter, if they don't have the
muscl e mass of where the 80 pounds cones in, that seatbelt
is riding across the abdonen and in a car accident, you and
your spouse may stand outside of the car and everything's
okay and your 9-year-old could be in the backseat wth
severe injuries.”

Hof fman: "But | understand that. But what | think you're saying
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isif... evenif ny 9-year-old, if they fit that «criteria,
has a regular seatbelt on this could still be a reason for
a primary stop of me as the driver. |s that correct?"

Schmtz: "I would... yeah. | nean if the officer's driving along
and sees sonebody... No, if they' ve got their seatbelt and

they're restrained, why would it be a primary cause? It
woul d be ny question back."

Hof f man: " Because what you're doing, what you just said earlier,
is this could be a primary reason for a stop. There would
have to be no other reason. And we had a Bill, | guess a
year ago, that had to deal with seatbelt usage. And it

said if you didn't have your seatbelt on it <could be a

reason to stop an individual. |Is that right? So, how did
you vote on that Bill, Representative? How did you vote on
the Bill? How did you vote on the Bill that would allowed

it to be a reason for a primary stop of a driver if they
don't have their seatbelt on?"

Schmtz: "Representative, |1'd have to |look at the voting record.
W did a lot of Bills |last Session.”

Hof fman: "I guess what |'m saying here though is, |, as a parent
could have ny child in a seatbelt, but not in one of your
seats and a 9-year-old and fits the criteria and that would
be a reason... that would be a reason, even though | had a
seatbelt on ny child, for a |law enforcenent officer to pul
me over. |Is that really a legitimate reason for a |aw
enforcenent officer to stop ny car, ask ne to do various
things and nmake it be a reason for a primary stop whenever
| already have ny child in a seatbelt, | just don't have
himin one of your seats?"

Schmtz: "Well, the officers, right now practice good, good
faith. When they drive down the road, if they saw your

daughter or your son sitting in the seatbelt, what would

19


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF ILLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

21st Legi sl ative Day March 6, 2001

the concern be of the officer... they see a child sitting
in the backseat restrained. So | nean, your point's
wel | -taken, Representative and | would suggest that, you
know, you just gotta vote your district on this. |If you're

getting a lotta grief, vote your district."

Hof frman: "No, we're not talkin' about voting in anybody' s

district. We're tal king about reasons for police officers
to stop drivers on the roadway. And what you're doing here
is you're saying that if a 9-year-old does not have... a
9-year-old, that fits this criteria, does not have one of
t hese seats under them that would be a reason for a |aw

enforcenment officer to pull a person over."

Schmtz: "That's correct. If they don't see themwearing a

seatbelt, I wuld believe, that would be their first

concern to pull them over."

Hof fman: "So, who's gonna make the determ nati on on whether they

meet the criteria with regard to how much they weigh? WII
every police officer, after they stop the person, will they
have a scale wwth them that they're gonna weigh these

9-year-ol ds?"

Schmtz: "No. Wat they could do is what they do right now You

have a visual. You're able to tell and look in the
backseat at the child sitting back there. |If the lap part
conmes across the mddle of their stomach and they' ve got
t he shoul der part tucked away, | nean, they can obviously
tell at that point that the seatbelt is not fitting
properly. They would tell the parent that Illinois has a

booster seat law and this is what you should do."

Hof fman: "Well, let nme just... To the Bill... To the Bill, M.

Speaker

Speaker. If 1 could have individual's attention. I
personal ly..."

Har t ke: " Shhh. Pl ease. "
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Hof fman: "I think people need to look at what this Bill does,
okay. |, personally, believe in the safety and insuring

the safety of our children. But what this does, is it says
that 9-year-olds, who fit this criteria, would have to have
car seats. Eight-year-olds, who fit this <criteria, would
have to have car seats. Now, I'mall... I, personally, am
in favor of safety. But it also says that this could be a
primary reason for stopping that car. So, you see a
9-year-old who is in a seatbelt, but doesn't have the
proper car seat, you could stop that car. A policeman
could stop that car, ask for other information, ask for
various other identifiers, he could |look into your car,
could ask you for permssion to |ook into your car. Now,
that may be all well and good, but for people who are in
this chanber... people who are in this chanber who are
concerned about reasons that |aw enforcenent is pulling
i ndi vi dual s over whet her because of race, whether because
of other factors. |If you voted against having it a primary

cause for stopping for an individual to wear a seatbelt, |

submt to you, you should look at this Bill very carefully.
|, personally, I'mgonna vote 'present'. |It's not because
I'"'m against the idea, | just... |I'mconcerned about the
issue of primary stops and |I'm concerned... | have a
9-year - ol d. | think it would be very difficult to nmake

sure that she is in the type of seat that we're requiring

and law enforcenent could pull e over because |I'm not

doing it, even though | have her in a proper seatbelt."”
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Lady from Cook, Representative Davis."

Davis, M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wuld the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he will yield."
Davis, M: "Representative, if you have a child that you are
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pi cking up fromschool and the kid is maybe, 5 years old,
and he's in the backseat. Are you telling ne that he has

to be in a restraining seat?"

Schmtz: "Yes."

Davis, M: "Does that include buses or just cars?"

Schmtz: "Just cars.”

Davis, M: "And if the child is not in a seat, you're telling ne,

that the police can stop you and do what ?"
Schmtz: "The police can stop a car, right now, wth an

restrained child up to age 6."

Davis, M: "And we're increasing it to..."
Schmtz: "Ten."
Davis, M: "W're increasing it to 10?"

Schmtz: "O height or weight."

Davis, M: "You're telling me that a 9- or 10-year-old child, who
is not in a car seat, will cause ne to have a ticket from
the police? Representative?"

Schmtz: "lI'msorry."

Davis, M: "lI'msaying, are you telling ne that an 8-, 9-,
10-year-old <child, who is not in a car seat, can cause ne
to get a ticket?"

Schmtz: "Wat this Bill is saying is that we're transporting
many of our kids wong and we think we're doing it right.
Seatbelts are not made for children, they're nmade for
adul ts. A booster seat will... all it does is rise that

child up to sit into a booster seat or to sit inside the

seatbelt <correctly, 1in the event of a crash. That's what
the Bill is saying."
Davis, M: "Well, Representative, you know sone 9- and

10-year-old children are very large, they're really large
for their age. In fact, there was an article recently

about how Anerica's children are becom ng obese. It would
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be very difficult to put sone children in a seatbelt at

that age... I'msorry, in a car seat. And nost vehicles,
today, have the car seats in the back of the car, 1in the
back of the van and | think, [I'm just concerned,

Representative, when we're looking for mnor reasons to
stop and ticket notorists. Now, have we had a rash of
children being killed in cars because they weren't 1in car

seats, Representative?"

Schmtz: "l... Sonewhere along the Iline | think there was a

Davi s,

guestion, but | think, early on, | heard you say about an
obese child being forced to sit in one of these seats. The
Bill has three criteria that nust be net: height, weight,
or age. The weight of 80 pounds, the height of 4'9 and by
the way, those two criteria cone fromfederal guidelines on
what a correct height and weight is to sit, for an
individual to sit in a seatbelt properly. The age gets us
t hrough sone of the issues you' re dealing about."”

M: "To the Bill. To the Bill, M. Speaker. | believe
that we have to give parents sonme opportunity to exercise
their good judgenent when it conmes to their children. |
believe that nost parents picking up their children from
school or carrying themwith "emto the grocery store w |
have those children properly secured in a seatbelt, but not
in achild safety seat. Now, | don't know if sonebody we
know is selling these seats and we want to nmake sure they
sell alot nore or what. But | think what's significantly
inportant is that we give parents for children that age and
that size the option of do they want themin the back,
buckl ed up, or do they want themto be squaz or squeezed
into a tiny, baby car seat. | think this is a bad piece of
legislation and it's one of those pieces that wll have

police officers doing work that will take them away from
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Speaker

significant work. W have not had any rash of children
being injured because they were not in a car seat. I
believe, M. Speaker and to the Representative, we do not
want to burden the police with duties that have not proven
to be necessary. Now, and | would prefer for that police
officer to be chasing a speeder, chasing a robber, | ooking
for a rapist rather than stopping M. Jones or M. Smth
because his 9- or 10-year-old child was not in a car seat.
| believe that parents have a great deal of intelligence.
| believe that they want to protect their children nore
than anyone else and none have ever cone to ne and said
their child needed to be in a car seat when he's that age
and that weight. | urge a very big 'no' vote on this
| egi sl ation."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lang. The Sponsor w ||

yield."

Lang: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Representative, are there any
facts or figures fromthe National Transportation Safety
Board or the PTA or sone appropriate group that would | ead
us to believe we need to do this?"

Schmtz: "Representative Lang, there are. There are... There was

a report card that canme out from National Safe Kids
canpai gn that ranked each state and the injuries and deaths
caused on our highways by... just by us putting kids in the
seatbelts which we think is correct. Seventy-one percent
of deaths could be averted if we pass this Bill. Sixty-six
percent of injury could be averted if we pass this Bill

All this Bill is saying and all I'"'msitting here trying to
bring this issue to the forefront is saying is we're doin

it wong. We think we're doin'" it right putting "emin the

backseat, buckling "emup with a seatbelt, but in the event
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a car crash does happen, that seatbelt is actually hurting
themnore than we think it is.”

Lang: "Well, | understand that there's a lot of kids injured in
vehicles and in fact, as | drive down the street and | see
children who are unbelted in a car, | want to take those
parents and shake them because | think they are not doing
the appropriate thing for their children. But are you
telling us t hat t hose statistics you read relate
specifically to how a child would be safer in a booster
seat than they would just in a seatbelt?"

Schmtz: "That's <correct. Those statistics were based solely on
inproperly restrained and that's being in the seatbelt."”

Lang: "How would you enforce this? Are we gonna have state
troopers wth scales in their cars to weigh children? How
we gonna do this?"

Schmtz: "No. The enforcenent provision | don't see being any
different than what we do now. As officers driving next to

a car and sees what you saw and what Representative Bl ack

saw, a conpletely unrestrained child, | think there's gonna
be a traffic stop. And I would hope there would be a
traffic stop. But as Representative Hoffman stated a few

m nutes ago, a driver comng down the road or an officer
comng down the road and seeing you driving wth your
10-year-ol d son or daughter and seeing the seatbelt saying
I'"'m gonna pull this individual over because they nmay not
fit the criteria, | don't think is just reasonable. I
don't believe that that's what we're envisioning this to do
and | don't think the police envision their enforcenent to
be like this."

Lang: "Well, thank you, Representative. M. Speaker, to the
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."
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Lang:

“"I'm a Legislator that spends a |lot of tine tal king about
seatbelts. You know that |1've had Bills in this chanber to
require seatbelts on school buses and I'm a very big

proponent of safety for children in vehicles. But frankly,

| don't think this Bill is the right way to do it. |If
there was a Bill nmaking crimnals out of parents that
didn't belt their kids in the car, | would join that Bill

because as | drive down the street | see a |lot of unbelted
kids and it's appalling that many parents don't take the
time to keep their kids safe in their vehicles and we
should be trying to encourage themto do that. But | think
the way this Bill is witten it's very awkward to enforce.

It's very awkward for the parents to understand and | don't

think there's any good criteria in this Bill to determ ne
who shoul d be belted when. Accordingly, while | support
the Sponsor's goal of safety for children, | don't think
this is quite the right way to do it. And if there was
ever a Bill that cries out for a 'present' vote, this is
it. I'll be voting 'present', M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Schmtz to close.”

Schmtz: "Thank you, M. Chair... I'msorry, M. Speaker. W' ve

had a good discussion on this today. And the goal of the
Sponsor is that, Ladies and Gentl enen, when we transport
our children, as | stated earlier, we think we're doin" it
right. W' ve got statistics upon statistic that shows that
we're doing it wong. W've had federal standards that

cone out that say they should either be 4'9 or 80 pounds to

ride in a booster... or before they can ride in a seatbelt.
This Bill allows for that. The commttee asked that we
shoul d come out and have a cutoff age, this Bill allows for

that. Every year 1800 children, 14 and under, die in notor

vehicl e crashes due to inproper restraint, 1800 children.
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W think we're doin'" it right and we're not. | would ask
that you look at this Bill, read its nerits, wunderstand

that by putting your 5-year-old or 6-year-old child in the
backseat in the seatbelt, can actually do them nore harm
than good. | would ask that you do take the tinme to | ook
at this, do take the tine to talk to your constituents and
vote 'yes'. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 152?" Al those in favor wll signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who w sh? There are still 11 people not voting.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? M.
Clerk, take the record. On this question, there were 57
Menmbers voting 'yes', 14 Menbers voting 'no', 14 Menbers
voting 'present'. Excuse ne. No. 57 Menbers voting
‘yes', 14 Menbers voting 'no', and 41 voting 'present'.
M. Schmtz."

Schmtz: "I woul d request that we put this on Postponed
Consi deration. "

Speaker Hartke: "The Gentl eman' s asked for Post poned
Consi der ati on. On page 11 of the Cal endar appears House
Bill 180, Representative Bost. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 180, a Bill for an Act in relation to

vehicles. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hart ke: "Qut of t he record. House Bill 217,
Representative Mtchell, Jerry Mtchell. M. derk, read
the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 217, a Bill for an Act relating to

schools. Third Reading of this House Bill."
Speaker Hartke: "Representative Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and GCentlenen of
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the House, House Bill 217 was on the floor |ast year and
passed with quite a few votes. This is a Bill that sinply

all ows school districts to use three years of average daily
attendance, average those together and if that figure is
| arger than the current year, than they're allowed to do
t hat . Districts wll still lose noney if they're |osing
students, however, this does slow down the rate at which
they lose that noney. It allows superintendents to plan
and to budget a little better. | think it's a good Bill.
This is the way the funding fornmula used to work before we
made the changes wth the foundation hoping that that would
stem sonme of the |osses downstate, in particular. But |'ve
noticed that some of the South Suburban districts are also
losing sonme students and it would help themout as well.
|'d be happy to answer any questi ons. And 1'd certainly
appreci ate an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion on House Bill 217? The
Chair recogni zes Representative Parke, the Gentleman from
Cook. "

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he'll yield."

Parke: "Representative, | see that Representative Hoeft is up
there. | am suburban Cook County. How does that affect ny
subur ban school districts?"

Mtchell, J.: "Representative Parke, i f you're i ncreasi ng
students, it doesn't affect you at all. However, if a tine
cones when you start to |ose students, then it wll allow
your superintendent to use a three-year average and
although they wll still |ose sone noney, they won't |ose
quite as much, quite as quickly."

Parke: "Well, you say it doesn't affect ne. Does that give a

nore advantage to those school districts based on the
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current formula... funding fornula?"
Mtchell, J.: "This applies to funding formula students, correct.

If you're a flat-grant district, one that doesn't tap the
formula, it has no affect. Except that it will allow
districts downstate to... not only in downstate, but
particularly in downstate to slow the anmount of noney that
they |l ose fromthe current formula."

Parke: "So, it does affect ny school districts because | have a
nunber of themthat are flat-grant school districts. So
therefore, wunder the fornula, those school districts that

are | osing popul ation would gain nore noney and therefore,

the distribution of noney would be nore... would help..."

Mtchell, J.: "Directly would..."

Parke: "Actually, wuld flow fromthe budget down to themat a
greater proportion than if you didn't pass this
legislation. 1Isn't that true?"

Mtchell, J.: "Well, Representative, there's nothing in this Bil

nor in legislation that would allow the flat-grant anount
to be reduced, therefore, the amount of noney that vyour
districts would get would renmain the sane.”

Parke: "Right, but your school districts would get nore noney.
Isn"t that right?"

Mtchell, J.: "lI'd certainly hope so."

Parke: "And so the distribution of noney, if it's wunder a
formula, mneans that there's gonna have to be nore noney

going into the formula fromthe General Revenue Fund and

therefore, ny school districts won't benefit at all, but
yours will. \ere's the fairness to that?"
Mtchell, J.: "Representative, sonme of your districts would

benefit, sonme would not."
Parke: "Well, | don't think so and I would say that the suburban

school districts ought to ook at this because |I believe
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that it's detrinmental to us because what they're saying 1is
that if you have 'x' nunber of dollars in the budget or in

the appropriations for higher... for el enentary and

secondary education and you're a flat-grant, you don't get

anyt hi ng. But if wyou're... have a school districts
sonmewhere else and you're |osing population, they' Il get
nmore. Now, | don't think that's fair and | don't think

it"s right. And | think we should vote 'no' on this."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Bureau, Representative Mautino."
Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enmen of the
House. If the Sponsor'll yield just a second?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Mautino: "Jerry, this is the legislation which is also part of
the Governor's task force recommendations, | Dbelieve,
recommendation #3. |s that correct?”

Mtchell, J.: "That's correct and it's also part of t he

Republ i can education package that cane about after going
all over the state, including the suburbs, to talk to
vari ous superi nt endent s, vari ous citizenry, vari ous
representatives on the needs that we have in the State of
IIlinois."

Mautino: "And this is also, | believe, the Bill that you and
Representative Hannig cosponsored |last vyear during the
budget negotiations, pretty nuch the sane fornmat?"

Mtchell, J.: "That is correct. And you're also correct in your
identification as this as a key conponent of the EFAB

recommendati ons to the Governor."

Mautino: "Thank you and to the Bill, itself. Ladi es and
Gentlenmen, | would urge support towards this |egislation.
It wll give the three-year average and that will tend to

slow the decl i ne of funding to downstate schools.
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Currently, the hold harm ess noney, which is at about $90
mllion, i ncl udes 512 districts, 485 of those are
downstate. And this will allow for those districts |osing
popul ation to ease back nore gradually, not take imedi ate
hits. It has no affect on flat-grant districts, but is
sonething that's both the Governor's recomended | evel and
nost of the Menbers have... downstate have jointly
sponsored and see this as a way to help protect and
preserve the nonies going into the school districts. And I
just sinply ask for an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking
recogni tion, Representative Mtchell to close."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentlenen of
t he House, whether you're a flat-grant district, whether
you're in the fornmula at this point, there may cone a tine
when you see declining enrollment as an erosion of the
state dollars that you have. This Bill sinply hel ps those
districts right nowthat are on the forrmula, it hel ps those
districts now that nmay have a rise in enrollnment, but that
time could cone when you | ose students. The Bill does not
say you'll not |ose noney. The Bill says you wll |ose
money at a less-rapid rate, therefore, you can budget
better. Districts that are losing enrollnment wll still
| ose noney, just not at arapidrate. This Bill was in
| egislation prior to the change in the fornula, it's needs
to be there now And | request an 'aye' vote. Thank you,
M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "The questionis, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 2172 All  those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted

who wish? M. derk. M. derk, take the record. On
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House Bill 217, there are 105 Menbers voting 'yes', 9
Menbers voting 'no’', and O voting 'present'. And this
Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby

decl ared passed. On page 5 of the Cal endar appears House

Bill 502, Representative Scully. M. derk, read the
Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 502, a Bill for an Act respecting

Speaker

Scul l'y:

education. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Scully."
"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. 1'd like to present to you House Bill 502, a

proposal to require that the State Board of Education
establish and adm nister a programto revitalize sonme of
t he vocational education prograns of our State of Illinois.
Over the past seven, eight years, many of the schools which
had... high schools which had great vocational education
progranms had to drop these progranms because of funding
short ages. In many cases this nmeant that a huge capital
investnment by our state, by our local districts was
literally nothballed. Literally a huge capital investnent
was placed into a warehouse because we didn't have the
funds necessary to operate the prograns. Thi s was
particularly the problem at one of ny local school
districts in South Cook County. Fortunately, |ast year, we
are able to solve that problemwith a variety of funding
sources including a state grant, sone private source
funding and strict budgeting by the school district. W
were able to revitalize those progranms for the Boone
Townshi p High School District this past Septenmber. But the
issue of getting these prograns revitalized throughout the
State of Illinois continues. This Bill was presented | ast

year and passed out of this House 114 to 0. | ask for your
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support and | would wel cone the opportunity to answer any
guestions that you m ght have."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Bl ack: "Representative, for clarification. The state board,
about 30 years ago, encouraged districts to cooperatively
form vocational high schools, vocational centers, area
vocational centers, | believe, what they were called.
Wuld this Bill allow an area vocational school, subject to
appropriation, to tap into revitalization funds?"

Scully: "Representative, those types of ideas are exactly the
prograns that we would like to see the State Board of
Education review and if that's the best way to provide that
service to our students, that's exactly what we should do."

Bl ack: " Thank you very nuch. M. Speaker and Ladies and
Gentl emren of the House."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Black: "This Bill that the Sponsor can amend it in the Senate to
cover those cooperative high schools that were built 30
years ago with the full support and urging of the State
Board of Education, where many smaller high schools cane
together 30 years ago realizing that we could not keep up
with the fast changing technology we would pool our
resources, build a centralized area vocational center and
then hopefully, let our children in rural areas have access
to the latest in mnufacturing and technol ogi cal or
electronic kinds of courses. The idea was sound 30 years
ago; it is sound today. But there's one problem an area

vocat i onal center, a cooperative school for special
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Speaker

Par ke:

Scul l'y:

Par ke:

education or the devel opnental ly disabled are not covered
under school technology or construction grants. They're
out there on their owmn. Sone of themare trying to put on
wel ding classes wth technology that is no | onger used or
useful in the workplace. And they cannot afford to go back
to each nenber school and get the kind of noney that it
takes to stay current in technical education. W have put
all kinds of noney, and rightfully so, in the last four or
five years into technical education, |ong overdue. But we
are ignoring sone of the basic infrastructure that was
designed to nove kids who, for whatever reason, may not
want to go to college and talk to any enployer. There are
plenty of opportunities out there for people who can get
sonme of the technical skills so vital and necessary to the
business climate and business industry today. But |I've
never understood why we wll not Ilet area vocational
centers, area special education centers tap into school
construction or technology grants. And if this Gentleman's
Bill will once and for all address that, nore power to him
| stand in strong support.”

Hartke: "Representative Parke, do you stand in opposition
tothe Bill? M. Parke."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | understand what Representative
Black said. | just need a reclarification of the Sponsor.
You said that this will address regional vocational centers
or is this just for the local school districts to secure a
grant ?"

"This Bill specifically provides for the State Board of
Education to Ilook at the different options on what is the
best way to revitalize these progranms for our schools."”

"It says that it'd req... on our notes, it says it

requires the State Board of Education to establish, subject
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to appropriation, adm ni ster a vocational education
revitalization grant program It just says it's to
est abl i sh. It doesn't say review or to nmake recommenda. ..
It says it wll. It shall. And so, |I nean, maybe you want
a study or sonething, but this says you're gonna do it. |Is

Scul l'y:

Par ke:

Scul l'y:

Par ke:

Scul l'y:

Par ke:

Scul l'y:

Par ke:
Scul l'y:

Par ke:

Scul l'y:
Par ke:

Scul l'y:

that your intent, to do it?"

"Coul d you rephrase the question?"

"You indicated to us that this was supposed to be sone
kind of a recommendation that the state board was going to

make. This sounds to ne like there's no recomendation.

This sounds Ilike a Bill that says, you will do this. |Is

this awll do... Is this a 'shall' or is this a 'my'?"
"This is a Bill that the State Board of Education wll

est abl i sh and adm ni ster a vocational educati on

revitalization program It does not specify precisely how,
that program has to be structured.™

"Well, why is the State Board of Education opposed to
t hi s?"

"I'm sorry, Representati ve. | couldn't hear your
question.”

"Why is the State Board of Education opposed to this?"

"I amnot aware of why the State Board of Education is
opposed to this."

"Do they slip in on this?"

"Sorry?"

"I said, didthey put a slip in explaining why they were
opposed to it in commttee?"

"They did not."

"Do you know how nmuch this is gonna cost?"

"We don't know how nmuch it is going to cost wuntil the
State Board of Education provides us with the programthat

t hey woul d recomrend. "
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Parke: "So, this could be a dollar and it could be $10 mllion,
Ri ght ?"

Scully: "Yes, that's correct."”

Parke: "Well, this is a hard thing... To the Bill, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Par ke:

"This is a hard issue because the underlying concept is

validity. | understand what the Sponsor's trying to
achi eve. However, this is open ended. That bothers ne.
The state board... it bothers the State Board of Education

‘cause there's no appropriation for it. This is an idea

that has to be funded. W have no idea how nmuch it's gonna

cost. And, you know, it's... if it affects a region, if
it's... if it affects a regional vocational program |
think this has nore nerit. If it's individual school

districts that are gonna be able to request state
fundi ng... Whatever happened to the opportunity of a school
district go to their local voters and ask for an increase
in funding through referendum because it's a worthwhile
idea to that |local school district? Wy do we continue to
cone to the State of Illinois and try and take noney out of
t he General Revenue Fund when they all have the ability to
go to referendun? And ny suburban school districts... we
want sonet hing and we can nake a case for it, we go to
referendum and if we can convince the voters, they... the
majority votes for it. You know, we keep losing track of
this idea that the General Revenue Fund is provided by

taxpayer noney. And | think, conmes a point in time when

you have to draw the Iline in the sand and say, we're
payin'... the taxpayers of this state are payin' too nuch
nmoney in taxes as it is. Then this CGeneral Assenbly

continues to spend noney without any regard to where it

cones from And so |I'mgonna vote 'no' just on principle.
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Speaker

Scul l'y:

Speaker

Cerk

And | would hope that in the future that if you're gonna be
sponsoring legislation like this that's gonna cost noney
and you have no idea how nuch it's gonna cost, to conme up
wWth a tax increase of sonme sort to pay for it. O herw se,
go to your local voters and ask for the right to raise
their taxes through referendum"”

Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one 1is
seeking recognition, Representative Scully to close."

"Thank you, M. Speaker and thank you Menb... Ladies and
Gent | enmen, Menbers of the House. | think this is a great
pr ogram W' ve already got a huge investnent in the State
of Illinois in our |ocal school districts in the capital
expenditures that were necessary to create these vocati onal
educati on prograns. Now, we gotta get these prograns out
of nothballs. And I'm asking for your support to ask the
State Board of Education to put together a programto
acconplish precisely that goal. Thank you very nuch.™

Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 5027 All  those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On House Bill 502,
there are 111 Menbers voting 'yes', 3 Menbers voting 'no'
and O voting '"present'. And this Bill, having received a

Constitutional Myjority, 1is hereby declared passed. On

page 11 of the Calendar appears House Bill 226,
Representative Wnters. Representative Wnters. Qut of
the record. House Bill 234, Representative Leitch. M .

Clerk, read the Bill."

Rossi: "House Bill 234, a Bill for an Act amending the
Medi cal Practice Act of 1987. Third Reading of this House
Bill."
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Speaker Hartke: "Representative Leitch."
Leitch: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Bill 234 clarifies the nmeans by which

di stingui shed, foreign professors can work at the nedi cal

schools in |Illinois. For the |ast several years, we've
been trying to work out the Ilicensure requirenents for
t hese distinguished professors. It's essential that we do
so because as Illinois attenpts to regain its prom nence in

basi c research and nedi ci ne, a nunber of these individuals
are very inportant to that effort. The Bill provides a
first-tinme nmeans of exam nation and then it continues to
require that the doctors who are here would be able to be
relicensed wwth the continuing of education requirenents
that are already in place. It's a good Bill and I would
ask for your support.”

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition... Excuse ne, Representative Slone."

Sl one: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he'll yield."

Slone: "M. Leitch, can you tell nme what the problemis that the

Medi cal Society has with this Bill?"

Leitch: "They don't have it. |It's an Agreed Bill."
Slone: "Okay. They were |isted as an opponent in our analysis."
Leitch: "Not anynore. Not as anended.”

Sl one: "Okay. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative Leitch asks for a
favorable roll call. The question is, 'Shall the House
pass House Bill 234?" Al those in favor will signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On House
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Bill 234, there are 114 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no', and O voting 'present’'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. M. Cerk, what is the status of House Bill 397?"
Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 397 is on the Oder of House Bills-Third
Readi ng"
Speaker Hartke: "Move that Bill back to Second for the purposes
of an Amendnent . M . Fritchey, are you seeking

recogni tion?"

Fritchey: "Thank you, Speaker. Rise for the purpose of an
announcenent . "

Speaker Hartke: "State your announcenent.”

Fritchey: "The Consuner Protection Committee will not neet this

afternoon. Repeat. The Consuner Protection Commttee wll

not neet. We'll neet as schedul ed next week. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes Representative Currie for a
Motion."
Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. | nove that we suspend the posting

requirenents so that Representative Rutherford's Bill,
House Bill 2233, may be heard in the conmttee on Executive
t onorr ow norni ng. "

Speaker Hartke: "Hearing no objection... The question is, 'Shal
t he House suspend the rules for allowing the posting of
House Bill 22337 Al  those in favor signify by saying
"aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes' have it. And the rule is suspended. On page 11 of
the Calendar, on Third Reading appears House Bill 290,
Representative Johnson. Tom Johnson. M. Johnson, want to
hear the Bill? M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 290, a Bill for an Act concerning higher
education. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Johnson."
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Johnson: "Yes, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen of the House.
House Bill 290 is a Bill which we passed out of here al nost
unani nously |ast vyear. It got caught up in the Senate.

But what this Bill basically does is that it gives a right
to all of our high school students in the state who
graduate in the top 5% of their high school graduating
cl asses, admssions into one of our state universities.
The procedure for adm ssions would be as such that no
school... it doesn't automatically nean that you get
automatic adm ssions in the Uof | or NIU or anything el se.
It nerely sets forth a procedure by which the universities
thenmselves would take a pro rata share based on the
previous year. And as far as | know, there's no opposition
to this Bill. And as to the nunbers involved, this is a
very mniscule nunber in terms of the total nunber of
people going to our state universities and that we feel
this would be a great start and a way to reward and give

our seniors and our high school students incentive to do

well in their respective schools. Be happy to answer any
guestions.™
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Lady from Cook, Representative Davis."

Davis, M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he'll yield."

Davis, M: "Representative Johnson, do you feel that there are
currently nunmerous opportunities for students who are
academ cal ly successful in getting into college?"

Johnson: "Representative, | think there are for a nunber of our
students, but not all of our students. And | would suggest
that if you take a nunber of our seniors in sone of our
inner-city schools and so on, even though they are in the

top 5% of their class, many of those are having difficulty
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Davi s,

getting in to our state wuniversity systemand | think
that's wong. | think that they ought to be entitled to
get in there. The Bill provides that renedi ati on and so on
remains the same, currently, and that whatever it takes to
make these kids succeed the universities wll do that."

M: "So, you're saying that the SAT and the ACT would be
disregarded if that student was a top 5% at, say, Cal unet
H gh School in Chicago. That school... That student would
edge out a student who perhaps was not a B student, but he
was an honor roll student wherever he was and hi s
coursework was nmuch harder than the coursework of the
student who had these Bs or that was the top 5% Do vyou

understand what I'msayin'? Now, let's think about it."

Johnson: "I'm just... Yes, | understand what you're saying. It

Davi s,

woul d be the top 5% would have an autonmatic adm ssions
thing regardl ess of their scores on SAT or ACT."

M: "Have you spoken to..."

Johnson: "Doesn't nean that it would be disregarded in the sense

Davi s,

of what these students m ght need in the way of additional
remedi ation so that they can succeed when they get there.
You know, | think it has a lot of nmerit to want to
chal l enge each of our students to do the best they can in
what ever schools they are and certainly, to say that after
you have worked hard in whatever school you're in that that
still doesn't qualify you to be able to get into one of our
universities. | just think that's wong."

M: "Representative, | know that you have very... | know
your ideas are highly noble and I know that your intent 1is
very well-qualified, however, | have a major concern with
the General Assenbly deciding that a university nmust accept
B students from wherever they obtained those Bs. |  know

that your intent is to give opportunity, perhaps, to as
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many people as you can, but | have received opposition from
presidents of universities inthe State of Illinois who
feel that this particular legislation wll edge out a
particular group. Over a period of tinme, a particular
group wll be edged out of opportunities to go to college.
And | believe that, even though a student gets all As or
all Bs or isinthe top 5% the State of Illinois currently
has nunerous opportunities for that student to go to
school, to get a schol arship. There are all kinds of
scholarships on the Internet and for us to hanstring
universities in who they admt or whomthey emt... admt
is very erroneous. W should not do this. | believe this
will tie into eventually the high-stakes testing that many
states are noving toward. The students in the State of
II'linois are diverse. The students in the State of
II'linois are not only diverse, but they're academcally
different. Sone of them are nore chall enged than ot hers.
But | believe we should leave it up to the wuniversity who
is accepted in that wuniversity. W, in the GCeneral
Assenbly, should not say to those schools who have set up
their owmn criteria, we should not say to them you nust

take the top 5% from across the state. The intent is

nobl e, but the result will be very skewed. The result,
Representative, wll slowy edge out mnority students.
Therefore, | urge a 'no’ vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Lady from Cook, Representative Milligan."
Mul I'i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."
Mul I'i gan: "Representative Johnson, | think the last tinme you had
asimlar Bill I brought this issue up. Some of the

schools in our area, the top 5%is pretty challenging and
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probably the grade points of the top 15% my be a |ot
hi gher than sonme of the other schools around the state, so
t hat hanpers young people who go to schools that have
accelerated classes and come from an area where the
expectations of the parents are that there all the children
in the school are gonna go to university. So, then what
happens to those young people when the spots at the
university are taken up by people with | ower grade averages
t han perhaps they had, but they may not be in the top 5%"

Johnson: "Well, first of all, Representative, you know we keep
preaching to all of our kids in our public school system as
we try to keep inproving our public school systemthat when
you cone out of here you have a degree worth sonmething. In
reality, what the genesis of this was, this is nodeled
after a Bill... a law that was down in Texas and in
Florida. As you know, the Suprenme Court has been knocki ng
out affirmative action prograns, quota systens throughout
the country. Wsat this Bill basically did, when they threw
out the affirmative action programin Texas, that's when
they first inplemented this program |In Texas, it's the
top 10% In Florida, it's the top 15% And what they
found out there was they ended up actually being able to
receive nore mnorities onto their canpuses than they had
under the affirmative action program because, obviously,
you have a nunber of schools that are either all mnority
or not and what it does is, it gives an opportunity to
those kids as well. Now, when we |ooked at this in
II'linois, we |ooked at this as just, let's try sonething
and let's just see where it begins. Five percent, if al
of 'em for exanple, if all of our graduating seniors were
to take advantage of that, we're |ooking at about 5000

ki ds. It wll have no real inpact in terns of displacing
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other kids. But it wll give us an opportunity, | think,
in order to nove forward and to see how, in effect, this
works as far as the incentive for each of our kids."
Mul I'i gan: "So, have universities assured you that it would not
di splace the total nunber of slots open for other young

peopl e? You m ght have a student that has a higher SAT

score than soneone in the top 5% but they were in the top

10 or 15% Then is the school still gonna have a spot for
t henf"

Johnson: "That has not been the case in the other states that
have enacted this at all. You have to realize, when we're

talkin' the top 5 or 10% that 5000 nunber's... really, if
everybody takes advantage of it, if only all of our Kkids,
if only ny kids would have picked state universities
instead of the ones they did, |I could probably retire, but
| can't. So, a lot of kids don't even avail thenselves of
going to our own state universities, but | think, that the
|least that we can expect is that when our kids do
everything that we've asked them to do to succeed in
what ever school they're in, that there has to be sonething
there at the end of that, that kids we're not gonna drop

you now. You wanna go on, we've got a place for you

Representative Lang has a Bill in which all B students
woul d have free tuition in all of our wuniversities. You
know, Georgia has a simlar program | don't necessarily

di sagree with what Representative Lang's trying to do. I
wish we could do that. The least we could do, | think, is
at least let our top 5% graduating seniors, out of our
schools, have an opportunity. And that's what this Bil
is."

Mul l'igan: "All right. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
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seeki ng recognition, Representative Johnson to close.”

Johnson: "I would just ask for your 'aye' vote on this piece of
| egi sl ation. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The questionis, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 2907 All those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who wsh? M. derk, take the
record. On House Bill 290, there are 102 Menbers voting
'yes', 3 people voting 'no', and 8 people voting 'present’.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,
is hereby declared passed. M. Cerk, what is the status
of House Bill 84?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 84 is on the Order of House Bills-Third
Readi ng. "

Speaker Hartke: "Move that Bill back to Second for the purpose of
an Anmendnment at the request of the Sponsor. House Bil

525, Representative Fower. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 525, a Bill for an Act concerning
Illinois Correctional Enployee Menorial |icense plates.
Second Reading of this House Bill. Amendnent  #1 was
adopted in commttee. No Mdtions have been filed. No

Fl oor Amendnents approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 2046, Representative
Burke. M. Cderk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2046, a Bill for an Act in relation to
health. Second Reading of this House Bill. No Commttee
Amendnents. No Floor Amendments. No Mdtions filed."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Back on Third Reading, on page 5
on the Calendar appears House Bill 536. Representative
Crotty. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 536, a Bill for an Act in relation to
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education. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Crotty."

Crotty: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen of the
House. This inportant piece of legislation wll increase
speci al education personnel reinbursenent for certified
speci al education staff nmenbers from@8,000 to 10,000 over
the next four years wth annual increases of $500. And
al so the noncertified staff reinbursenment would increase
from 2800 to 3800 over the next four years, that would be
an annual increase of $250. There has been no increase to
this reinbursenent since 1985. And this legislation wll
benefit everyone of the school districts and everyone of
the students whether they be a regul ar student or a speci al
education student in the State of Illinois. And at this
time, I also want to thank the 48 cosponsors on this Bil
for the bipartisan support. And | know | had no opposition
to this Bill and there were 15... over 15 witness slips
signed in support of. So, | would entertain any questions
t hat anybody m ght have."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Representative Bl ack,
the Gentleman fromVermlion."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. Mght | say, it's good
to see you on Museum Day. You're the closest thing..."

Speaker Hartke: "Very... very happy to be here."

Black: " ... to a nmuseum we have down our way, Sir. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Do you have questions of the Sponsor?"
Black: "Yes, | do. | just..."

Speaker Hartke: "You may proceed."

Bl ack: "Thank you. You're so kind. Representative, could you..
per haps you could be kind enough to straighten out one
thing for nme. And if you can straighten this out, | intend

to vote for your Bill. [If you can't straighten it out, |
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may vote for your Bill anyway."

Crotty: "OCh, it sounds |like a challenge, Representative."

Bl ack: "Every year, for the past several, we have heard the good
news that we have fully funded categorical prograns. Does
that nean we are fully funding categorical progranms |ike
special ed at the actual cost to the district?"

Crotty: "Wien we say fully funded, we're not fully funding, but

Bl ack:
Crotty:
Bl ack:
Crotty:
Bl ack:

Crotty:

Bl ack:

Crotty:
Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

we are neeting the state's obligation. But..."

"The state's..."

t he federal mandates, no."
"The state's obligation as enbodied in statute.”
"Only."

"That's right. And the statute says, we would reinburse
speci al education costs at how many dol |l ars per special ed
t eacher ?"

"Ei ght thousand.™

"Eight thousand dollars. Do you have any speci al

education teachers in your district who work for $8,000?"
"No, | don't."

"I don't either. Representative, | think you' re on the
right track and I know it's an expensive proposition, but
Ladies and Gentlenen of the House and M. Speaker, to the
Bill."

Hartke: "To the Bill."

"I spent alnost 20 years in education and forgive ne if |

know a secret that sone of you don't, | don't intend to
sound that way, but many of you |l eave here in the spring
and say, 'W have fully funded categorical prograns.' You
have not. You have funded them at the statutory |evel,
which for special education, is $8,000 a teacher. M hone
district of Danville, just to carry out the special

education mandate, spends $3.5 million of |ocal property
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taxes over and above state reinbursenent just to carry out

speci al education. So, | applaud you for bringing this
Bill before us. And I'mtired of people going hone and
telling the press, well, we fully fund all categoricals.

W do not. We fund themat the statutory level and you are
raising the statutory level and it's |long overdue. And
vote 'yes' for the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Wiiteside, M. Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor will yield."

Mtchell, J.: "Representative Crotty, does this |legislation favor
any particular district in the State of Il1inois?"

Crotty: "No, it does not. It's for every single one of the
districts in the State of Illinois."

Mtchell, J.: "So, this would benefit not only downstate school s,

but suburban schools, inner-city Chicago schools, as well."

Crotty: "That's correct and nore inportantly for every student in
the State of Illinois."
Mtchell, J.: "M. Speaker, to the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Mtchell, J.: "The previous speaker was absolutely correct. e
fund special education at the statutory level. Maybe 15%
of what it actually costs to educate a special education
student and |I'mnot saying that they don't deserve it. In
order for everyone to get an equal education in the State
of Illinois it does take nore funds, it takes smaller
cl asses, it takes nore teacher tinme for sone students to
get a concept than it does others. Those are nandates that
are passed down to us through IDEA which is federa
| egi slation. There's nothing we can do about that, but we

certainly can take sonme help wth the assistance, the
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Speaker

Crotty:
Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

financial aid to our districts. This is a Bill t hat

affects every single school district in the State of

IIlinois. Thisis a Bill that wll help every single
school district in the State of Illinois, where the one of
the top financial burdens that they all suffer wunder.

Every school district has to take noney out of their
regul ar education fund budget to nake up the difference
between what they receive fromthe Federal Governnent and
the state in order to cover the costs of special education.

It's high time we started |ooking at those exorbratant

(sic-exorbitant) <costs, it's high tinme that we gave sone
help. I, too, applaud the Sponsor of this Bill for
bringing it forward. |'"'m very proud to be a cosponsor.

And we request your 'aye' vote. Thank you."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one 1is
seeki ng recognition, Representative Crotty to close.”

"I would just ask for a favorable vote. Thank you."

Hartke: "The question 1is, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 536?" Al those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who w sh? M. Cerk, take the record. On this question,
there are 115 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', and O
voti ng 'present’. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. \V/ g
Cl erk, for an announcenent.”
Bolin: " ... Commttee hearing has been cancelled for this
afternoon. The Consumer Protection Commttee at 5:00 has
been cancel |l ed."

Hartke: "Representative Currie now noves that the House
stand adjourned until the hour of 12 noon tonorrow. Al

those in favor signi... allowing perfunctory tinme for the
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Clerk. Al those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed
'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it.
And the House stands adjourned.”

Clerk Rossi: "The House Perfunctory Session shall conme to order

| nt roducti on of Resol utions. House Resolution 91, offered

by Representative Bur ke, is assigned to the Rules
Commttee."
Clerk Bolin: "House Perfunctory Session wll conme to order.

First Reading and Introduction of House Joint Resol ution
Constitutional Anmendnent #7 offered by Representative

Bol and.

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT 7

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- SECOND
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
HEREI N, that there shall be submtted to the electors of the State
for adoption or rejection at the general election next occurring
at least 6 nonths after the adoption of this resolution a
proposition to add Section 25 of Article | of the Illinois

Constitution as foll ows:

ARTI CLE
BI LL OF RIGHTS

SECTI ON 25. UN VERSAL HEALTH CARE COVERAGE

Health care is an essential safeguard of hunman life and

dignity, and there is an obligation for the State of Illinois to

ensure that every person is able to realize this fundanental

right. On or before May 31, 2004, the General Assenmbly by | aw

shal | enact a plan for universal health <care coverage that
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permits everyone in lllinois to obtain decent health care on a

requl ar basi s.

SCHEDULE
This Constitutional Amendnent takes effect upon approval by
the electors of this State. First Reading of this Constitutional
Amendnent . First Reading and Introduction of Senate Bills.
Senate Bill 95, offered by Representative Mathias, a Bill for an
Act in relation to plats. First Reading of this Senate Bill.
Being no further business, the House Perfunctory Session wll

stand adj ourned until Wdnesday, March 7, at 12:00 noon."
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