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Speaker Madi gan: "The House shall cone to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Pastor Rex Black of the Calvary Menorial Baptist Church
in Matteson, |Illinois. Pastor Black is the guest of
Representative Kosel. The guests in the gallery may w sh
to rise and join us for the invocation and the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance. "

Pastor Black: "I want to thank you for allowing ne to cone. Let's
pray. Qur Father, we cone before You. W thank You for
Your goodness to us. W also realize as these nen and
wonen neet together this day that they're making decisions
that will affect many mllions of people in this great
state. | ask Father, that You would give themw sdom give
themdirection. And that all of us who are truly in public
service are stewards and servants and help us never to
forget that. Even as David the king said, 'that he that
ruleth over nmen nust be just, ruling in the fear of GCod'.
W do pray Your blessing upon the day, the decisions that
are to be made. | pray for wisdomfor each one here. I n
Jesus nane, Amen."

Speaker Madigan: "W shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
Represent ati ve Hassert."

Hassert - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice

for all."

Speaker Madi gan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record show that

there are no excused absences anong House Denocrats today."
Speaker Madigan: "M . Bost."

Bost: "Yes, M. Speaker, let +the record reflect that Ron
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Speaker

Cerk
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St ephens, Representative Ron Stephens is excused today."
Madi gan: "Let the record reflect that one excused
absence. The Cerk shall take the record. There being 117
Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is a
gquorum  present. M. d erk. M. d erk, Agr eed
Resol utions. "
Rossi: "Agreed Resolutions. House Resolution #5, offered
by Representative Black. House Resolution #6, offered by
Representative Krause. House Resolution #9, offered by
Representative Capparel li; House Resolution #10, offered by
Representative Garrett; House Resolution #11, offered by
Representative Kurtz; House Resolution #12, offered by
Representati ve Granberg; House Resolution 13, offered by
Representative Zickus; House Resolution #14, offered by
Representative Julie Curry; House Resolution #15, offered
by Representative Cross; House Resolution 16, offered by
Represent ati ve Schoenberg; House Resolution #17, offered by
Represent ati ve Schoenberg; House Resol ution #18, offered by
Speaker Madi gan; House Resol uti on 20, of fered by
Representative Milligan; House Resolution 21, offered by
Representative Mnique Davis and House Resolution 23,
of fered by Representative Schoenberg; House Resol ution #25,
of fered by Representative Gsnond."

Madi gan: "The Clerk has read the Agreed Resolutions.
Representative Barbara Currie noves for the adoption of the
Agreed Resol utions. Those in favor say 'aye'; those
opposed say 'no'. They 'ayes' have it. The Agreed
Resol uti ons are adopt ed. Ladies and GCentlenen, if
everybody would begin to take their chairs. | f everyone
would begin to take their seats, please. Ever yone woul d
pl ease take their seats. The regular Session wll stand in

recess. The Chair recognizes the doorkeeper for an
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announcenent . "

Door keeper Crawford: "M . Speaker, the Honorable President Philip
and the Menbers of the Senate are at the door and seek
adm ssion to the chanber."

Speaker Madigan: "M . Doorkeeper, please admt the Honorable
Senat or s. As designated in House Joint Resolution #3, the
hour of 12:00 noon having arrived, the Joint Session of the
92nd General Assenbly will now cone to order. WIl the
Menmbers of the House and our esteened guests fromthe
Senate, please take their seats. M. Cerk, is a quorum of
t he House present?"

Clerk Rossi: "A quorum of the House is present.”

Speaker Madi gan: "W need people to take their seats and for
t hose that do not have seats, we need themto retire to the
rear of the chanber. Senator Philip. Senator Philip.
Senator Philip. M. President, is a quorumof the Senate
present in this chanber?"

President Philip: "Thank you, M. Speaker. A quorum of the

Senate is present.”

Speaker Madi gan: "There being a quorum of the House and a quorum
of the Senate in attendance, this Joint Sessionis
convened. The Chair wuld |like to recognize certain
dignitaries who have joined us t oday. First, t he

Li eut enant Governor, Corinne Wod. Corinne. The Secretary
of State, Jesse Wiite. The Conptroller, Dan Hynes. The
Treasurer, Judy Barr Topinka. The Attorney GCeneral, Jim
Ryan. The Audi t or Ceneral , Bill Hol | and. The
Superint endent of Education, Max MGCee. The Governor's
Chief of Staff, Bob New son. The Chair recogni zes the
House Majority Leader, Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Wuld the derk please read

(sic-House) Joint Session Resolution 1."
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Speaker Madigan: "M. derk."

Clerk Rossi: "HOUSE JO NT SESSI ON RESCLUTI ON 1

RESCLVED, That a conmmttee of ten be appointed, five fromthe
House, by the Speaker of the House, and five fromthe Senate, by
the President of the Senate, to await upon the Honorabl e Governor
of the State of Illinois, George Ryan and invite him to address
the Joint Assenbly.™
Speaker Madi gan: "The Chair recogni zes the House Majority Leader,

Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. | nmove for the adoption of
(sic-House) Joint Session Resolution 1."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Currie noves for the adoption of
the Resolution. Al those in favor signify by saying
"yes'; all those opposed say 'no’'. In the opinion of the
Chair, the 'ayes' have it, the Resolution is adopted.
Pursuant to the Resolution, the following Menbers are
appointed as a Conmttee of Escort for the Governor. From
the House, Representative JimDurkin, Representative Sara
Fei genhol t z, Representati ve Mar y Kay O Brien
Representati ve Carol e Pankau and Representative Doug
Scott."

President Philip: "The Menbers of the Senate are Senator Dan
Cronin, Senator Debbie Halvorson, Senator WIIiam Mahar,
Senat or Christine Radogno and Senator Louie Viverito."

Speaker Madigan: "WII|l the Commttee of Escort please convene at
the rear of the chanber and await his excellency, the
Governor. |'m advised that the Governor has arrived, so if
the coomttee would nove quickly to the rear of the
chanber . The door keeper IS recogni zed for an
announcenent . "

Door keeper Crawford: "M . Speaker, the Honorable Governor of the

State of Illinois, George Ryan and his party wish to be
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admtted to this chanber.™
Speaker Madigan: "Admt the Honorable Governor. M. Governor."

Governor Ryan: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker and good

afternoon to all you Ladies and Gentlenen. Before we
begin, 1'd like to you indulge nme for a couple of m nutes
on sone personal matters. First, I think that before

begin I'd like to take a mnute or two and recogni ze a

friend of all of ours who's unable to be here with us here
today and that's Senator John Miitland. John is still
recovering froman illness that struck hima few nonths ago
or a few weeks ago. | understand he is on his way hone
maybe today or tonmorrow. So if you get a chance, drop John
a note. John's dedication to this state, to the education
of our children and to the people of his district and
certainly his service in the General Assenbly is unequal ed.
So Senator, | know that you're |istening soneplace, in the
hospital or back hone in Bloom ngton and we all want you to
get well soon and get back because this place isn't the
sane w thout you. Hurry back, John, we need you. You
know, there is another person that's not here with us today
that 1'd just like to take a mnute to recognize and that's
Linda Ladley. And I'msure all of you know Linda. She' s
been wth ne as ny assistant ever since | becane a Menber
of the Illinois General Assenbly and got involved in State
Governnent sone 28 years ago. She's in the hospital and
she has an illness that she's battling wth. She's also

listening today and we all w sh that she were here with us.

And we all wi sh you to get well Linda, where, | know you're
in the hospital, so get well and hurry back because the
office certainly isn't the same wthout you either. e

need you back in the office. One nore thing and | want to

take a mnute or two to talk about is that it was about 28
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years ago, as a matter of fact, it was 28 years ago this
month that | stood in this chanber about right over there
and got sworn in as a Menber of the Illinois General
Assenbly. And Lura Lynn was with nme, along with six young
children that we had, fromthe ages of, | think 15 to 5 or
15 to whatever, | don't renenber. But there were a lot of
them and they were crawing around the chanber. You al
know what swearing in day is like. And we did our best to
keep them together and make sure they understood what was
going on. So today | invited themall to conme here, today
and to bring their <children. And | have in the gallery
wth nme, ny wife, who is with us today, Lura Lynn and |

asked Mke Madigan specifically not to introduce her

because | wanted to have that privilege. So Lura Lynn, |
know you're up there, | don't see ya, but stand up and wave
to all these folks. Now, I asked mnmy children to bring

their children, nmy grandchildren down today 'cause | wanted
them to have an wunderstanding of what their grandfather
really does and what we're involved in. And so today |
asked themto cone down and they were all very di sappointed
that they were going to have to mss school to be here
t oday, but they nmade the sacrifice and | appreciate that
very nmuch. But to get themdown here | had to entice them
alittle bit and | told themthat | introduce them all by
name. W |lined themup by age when we brought themin here
this nmrning and | had to take a double |ook nyself,
frankly. But we have with us this norning: Mke, John,
Kristen, Ann, Kathryn, Andrea, Lauren, N ck, Mary Kathryn,
Alex, Nora, Mdlly and Elizabeth. Stand up all you guys.
Thank you. You know, | asked a couple of the younger ones
if they're gonna applaud for ne today when they saw ne and

they told nme no. And | noticed they didn't. But |
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appreciate all of you for being here and | want to say
thanks to you for your dedication over the years and for
your |ove and your concern and your care. Thank you.
Speaker Madigan and President Philip and all of ny fellow
Constitutional Oficers that are here today. And nmy

friends, and my colleagues in the Illinois General

Assenbly. Menbers of the Cabinet and our guests in the

gal lery. And the fellow citizens fromall over the State
of Illinois. Two years ago, fromthis House, | asked you
to join nme in 'Building a New lllinois'. And | asked all

of you in the General Assenbly to set aside partisanship
and to work on achieving the noble hopes and dreans that |
know that we share for this state. | extended a hand of
friendship and cooperation to everyone in Illinois, no
matter who you were, where you live, or what you did for a
living or who may have voted for me or who didn't vote for
ne. | told you that the door to ny office would al ways be
open and that | would be ready to |isten. And toget her,
wth those principles guiding us, we are succeeding. W
are building a "New Illinois'. And together, we have
i nproved education. W have expanded econom c opportunity.
We've strengthened the care of the sick, the elderly and
the disabled. And we've certainly secured the safety of
our nei ghborhoods and our schoolyards. W have enriched
our inaugural heritage. And, nost inportantly, we're
building an Illinois where our legacy to our future
children are protected, cared for and given opportunity to
reach their full potential. | can report to you today that
the State of Illinois and its people are confident and
ready to face the future and the state of the state is
strong. Probably as strong as it's ever been. It was just

a nonth ago that we began the year 2001. And this new
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year, like the century, | believe dawns full of promse. |
know that we're gonna neet the challenge, but our work
isn't done. Through better cooperation, nore hard work, an
ongoi ng dedi cation to our neighbors in every part of this
state, we together will continue to build a '"New Illinois'.
And over these last two years, you and | devel oped and
foll owed a well-structured, conprehensive blueprint for our
"New Illinois'. This plan contained five general goals:
saf eguardi ng and inproving the lives of children; expanding
and retooling our econony; rehabilitating and strengthening
our human infrastructure; managing State Governnment nore
efficiently; and nost inportantly, |oosening the restraints
of partisanship that, in the past, led to governnent
gri dl ock. In all of these tasks we have nore than
succeeded. Ya know, we had a poet |aureate by the nane of
Gaendol yn Brooks. She was a wonderful | ady. She was a
Pulitzer Prize wnner. And in her Pulitzer Prize-w nning
col l ection of poens, she wote of her parents, Maxie and
Andr ew. And she wote the way that they tackled Iife and
all of its challenges. And they knew what had to be done
and they took care of things. And a line fromone poemis
an appropriate summary, | think, of our work here during
the last tw years. She wote, and | quote, 'But one by
one, they got things done'. And one by one, we found

comon ground to solve sone of the problens that we faced.

And one by one, we net the challenges |aid before us. And
as a result, Illinois is a better place today than it was
two years ago. W're a better-educated state, a nore
prosperous state, a healthier state, and a safer state. |If

you're a parent, you should know that our high school
students scored higher on the ACT placenent test than the

national average and lead the country in scoring on
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advanced placenent exans for college credit. You should
al so know that our universities and our community coll eges
are rated the best overall in the United States. Renenber,
the Dbest overall in the United States. Qur unenpl oynent
rate is the lowest in a generation and we rank in the top
ten anong the states in providing health care services to
poor children. Qur KidCare enrollnent is up over 400% in
the last two years and teen pregnanci es have dropped to a
40-year | ow. And if you're one of the 3 mllion
I1linoisans who receive health care through HM3s, you can
take confort that we have in place a Patients' 'Bill of
Rights'. Qur caseload in the Tenporary Assistance to Needy
Famlies Program is the lowest it's been in 31 years and
I1linois has been recognized as a |eader anong all the
states in noving people fromwelfare to work. Thanks, in
part, to comon sense gun laws and no-nonsense anticrine
| aws we have enacted, Illinois is a safer place today than
it was two years ago. The violent crine rate has dropped
8% last year, and it's the biggest decline in 27 years and
I[Ilinois is a better place. Qur successes during the |ast
two years are a shining testanment to a governnent that
pl aces people before politics. W've proven that wthout
being enemes, we can be partisan. And it's possible to
reach across the line and work for the good of everyone.
One by one, we've gotten things done, and this state is al
the better for it. It's been said that our children are the
living nmessages that we send to the future and all of us
want that mnessage to be one of wunlimted hope and
opportunity, and a nessage that's defined only by the
dreanms of each child. As parents and grandparents, we'll
define our generation by the inprovenents that we nmake in

preparation for those who cone next. Qur top priority over
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these last two years has been to inprove the |ives of
children everywhere in |1llinois. They deserve the best

that we can give them whether it's schooling, or their
health care, their safety or their recreation prograns. W
toget her have done nuch to nmake sure that every child has
an opportunity to nove ahead. And when we talk about
inmproving the human infrastructure of our state, the
children cone first. W started two years ago with an
unprecedented commtnment to education. Two years ago we
began dedicating at |east 51% of all new state revenues to
education and to job training. And we kept our word, and
we've raised school funding by nearly a billion dollars.
And we are maki ng educational progress. |Illinois has the
best 'advanced pl acenent perfornmance' scores in the nation,
that's ahead of Iowa, New York, California, North Carolina
and even Texas. This vyear, we nust keep our funded
commtnment to our school children. A special conm ssion,
as you know, has recomended an annual increase of $135 in
the foundation | evel of state education for every student.
Together, wth the help of parents, teachers, and school

officials, we're going to hash out the details of a new

funding level, one that's appropriate, affordable and one
that does the nbst to inprove children's education. Wth
added resources, we focused on Iliteracy and reading,

setting the goal that every child should be able to read by
the 3rd grade and thanks to additional support for the
sumer bridge program all over this great state, sone
30,000 children were helped |ast year and we need to do
nmore. |'m gonna appoint a special panel to design a plan
for uni ver sal access to pr eschool and ful | -day
ki ndergarten, ensuring that all our students have the sane

chance for hope and opportunity. W have nmade a commi t nent

10
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that in Illinois no child should have to learn in an
antiquated school. And over the last tw years, |'ve

visited too many schools where children are forced to | earn
math and reading in the hallway or in a converted cl oset or
a boiler room or in classroons that have buckets where
water fromrain are falling into the classroom St udent s
make the best of what they have, along with their parents,
but they know , as we all know, that that's just not good
enough for our children and we have to do better. W can't
have our <children in second-rate schools. And we can't
| eave those kids in those schools and we won't. And over
the last two years we've provided $3 billion nore to
rebuil ding crunbling school buildings, and we've added
5, 000 new cl assroons t hroughout Il1linois. It's an
investnment that will advance our state for the rest of this
century. You know, |I'mespecially proud of what we've been
able to do for the East St. Louis School D strict, School
District 189. The East St. Louis School District is the
poorest school district in the state and it's been
neglected for a long time. And over the last two years,
we' ve dedi cated nore than $82 million to the construction
of seven brand new school districts in East St. Louis. And
we're also working very hard to neet the basic needs of
| ow-i ncome and at-risk children who cone to school with no
encouragenent, no preparation, no enthusiasm and in sone
cases, enpty stonachs. Kids can't learn when they're
hungry and we have way too many children that go to schoo

every day wi thout weating breakfast and not carrying a
| unch. W cannot and will not let that happen. W said
that we woul d i nprove our school technology and we have and
we intend to keep our students ahead of the curve when it

cones to technology in the classroom Just this nonth, we

11
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opened the Illinois Virtual H gh School, it's a marvel ous

opportunity for distance |learning that could serve 600, 000

students when it's fully operational. W also said that
we'd give Illinois" parents nore choices for educating
their children and we've done that, too. W' ve provided

$22 mllion for <charter schools. In our blueprint for a
"New I'llinois', we said that we would raise basic |[|earning
standards for our children, and that we would al so set
cl ear goals for our schools and teachers and demand greater
accountability. W said that we would work to inprove
t eacher training. It's inmportant that we continue to
strengt hen our annual neasurenments of students in order to
ensure the accountability of all school districts. W
shoul d begin to take the appropriate steps this year to
require that every <child in 1Illinois have their skills
tested on an annual basis. And we nust strengthen the
accountability for students, teachers and |ocal schools.
It's time that we take a good, hard | ook at the education
bureaucracy of the State Governnent. And next nonth [|']|

propose that we reformthe State Board of Education to
reduce the bureaucracy, elimnate sone of the red tape, and
to make that agency nore accountable to you and ne. I,
wi t hout question, believe that our record in the education
of our <children is very inpressive. We've increased
f undi ng. We've put nore enphasis on reading and early
learning. We're inproving parents and we're inproving
choi ce. W' re harnessing technol ogy; we're building new
schools and classroons; we're raising st andar ds for
chil dren and t eachers; and we're st rengt heni ng
accountability; and providing hope for every child. One by
one, we got these things done. Wen our children have our

el emrentary and high schools; well, what do they face in

12
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hi gher education when they leave there? Sinply put, in
Il1linois, our students can becone part of the best system
of community colleges, state wuniversities and private
institutions in the United States. In the first-ever
national report card on higher education, the National
Center for Public Policy and Hi gher Education gave Illinois
the top overall score anobng the 50 states. Qur comm tnent
to colleges and wuniversities is succeeding. e are
assuring quality, affordability and accessibility for the
hi ghest education in |Illinois. Qur current budget for
hi gher education is the largest in history, and the vast
majority of our record commtnent goes right into the
cl assroons, the |I|aboratories, into financial aid prograns
that benefit students of all ages. In the new national
study, Illinois bettered all other states in hel ping | ow
and noderate inconme students go to college and over the
| ast two years, we boosted our schol arship prograns by 15%
so that 12,000 nore kids in this state could attend
college. W've invested heavily, through the 1Illinois
VentureTECH Program and Illinois FIRST, in a series of
research parks strategically |ocated throughout the state.
The idea is to encourage research and new concepts at
uni versities and | abs, t hen provi de t he basi c
infrastructure and support services necessary to nake these
projects viable, comercial enterprises. These investnents
are absolutely necessary for Illinois to conpete in the new
econony of the 21st century. Altogether, our commtnent to
enhanci ng hi gher education's infrastructure grewto record
| evel s during the last two years. A new business school at
II'linois State. A new fine arts center at Eastern Illinois
Uni versity. A new engineering building at Sout hern

II'linois University at Edwardsville. A new resident hal
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at the University of Illinois in Springfield, and that's to
i npl enent the new Capital Scholars Programthat' |l make U S

a four-year institution. A new convocation center and a
new |ibrary at Chicago State University. W created the
new Uni versity Center of Lake County, the fastest grow ng
area in the state. And we earmarked $30 million for a new
bi omedi cal research building on Northwestern University's
Chi cago canpus. And, at the University of Illinois, we
dedicated $30 nmillion to expand the National Center for
Superconputing Applications and $75 mllion for a post
genom cs institute that wll make our state a l|eader in
advanced science for agriculture and human health. These
investnments, and nore, are truly investnents in our future.
But we need to do even nore. This vyear, to expand our
commtnent to the basic infrastructure of higher education,
| propose that we enbark on a significant new construction
program dedi cated solely to hel ping each of the state's 47
community colleges and I'lIl provide nore details during the
budget address next nonth. We can dedi cate substanti al
resources to the construction of a new, permanent classroom
and | aboratory buildings at community coll eges. Qur plan
calls for an expansion of |ifelong | earning opportunities
as a way to keep the state's econony noving forward.
Not hi ng extends an econom c expansion faster than a
wor kforce that is able to neet the challenged demands of
the marketplace. And over the last two years we placed a
greater responsibility for our workforce in the hands of
the Departnment of Enploynment Security. W consolidated 18
different job training prograns run by six different
agencies into a single workforce system And we conpleted
the Ilong-overdue transfer of adult education and literacy

programto the community colleges, and beefed up state
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support for the regional economc developnent centers,
pl aces where private conpanies of all sizes can go for
advice and help to succeed. Yes, ny friends here in the
Ceneral Assenbly, in higher education and wor kf or ce
training, one by one, we got a lot of things done and |
hope we can continue in the next year. Last year when |
cane before you, | spoke about the fact that Anerica in the
21st century presents new economc challenges. A new
know edge- based econony has repl aced manufacturing econony
that domnated our Ilives for the past 100 years. W're
seei ng business and industry expand in |Illinois. But we
can't escape the cold hard fact that the national econony
is slowng dowmn, and as a result, thousands of jobs in
IIlinois have been cut in the |last few weeks. To anyone
who has received a pink slip in the last few weeks, | want
you to know that we haven't forgotten you and we will not
forget you. Over the past two years, we've put programs in
pl ace that prepared us and our whole workforce for a
downturn in the econony. W have done our best to expand
and strengthen job training prograns and education. The
Department of Comrerce and Community Affairs, along with
t he Departnent of Enploynent Security, will have teans in
place to help displaced workers with their needs and we
al so have been on a crusade to create new jobs and
opportunities over the last tw years. Qur prograns and
policies have hel ped secure nore than $5 billion in new
private investnent, and we've created 32,000 new jobs and
we've retained 30,000. At the end of 2000, we'll set a
record with nore than 6 mllion people working. Last year
we had an unenploynent rate of 4.3 percent, the | owest
level in a generation. And | think that's inportant

because the business world is really taking notice of our
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state. Site Selection magazine says |Illinois has the
nation's third best business climate. |I1nfo Wek magazine

ranks us second in their 'e-business 100' survey. And
we're at the top of the |list, nunber one, in |lndustry

Week's survey of where you would find the world' s | argest
manuf acturing conpani es. Since January of 1999, t he
policies that we've enacted have | ed to nunerous successes.
From Chicago to Deerfield and Bolingbrook to Springfield,
Pi nckneyville and Munt Vernon, we've created several
t housand new jobs and one by one, we've got all of them
done. But as you know, nost of our econom c devel opnent
policies invest heavily in our talented workforce and their
skills. Nothing is nore inportant to the future of our
econony than the people who work every day in factories,
and stores, and offices, and schools and restaurants, as
well as farns and construction sites. W enhanced our
industrial training program providing job training funds
to hel p wor ker s | earn new skills. Si nce this
adm ni stration began, we've created or retained nore than
43,000 jobs through this program | also propose that we
continue to work with the Illinois business community and
organi zed | abor to reform those parts of our Dbusiness
climate that restrict opportunity and new devel opnent, and
especially the creation of new jobs. And we nust continue

to review our workers' conpensation systemto ensure its

fairness to all stakeholders, as well as its financial
security. Over the last two years, we've redoubl ed our
effort to help the backbone of our econony, |Illinois'
650,000 small business owners. W increased support for

our regional small business devel opnent centers by 62%
Wth the help of our state's new snmall business advocat e,

Phyllis Scott, we're developing a wuniversal certification
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system that'll allow small Dbusinesses to reduce the red
tape that slows down the governnent procurenment process.
Qur long-term strategy involves devel opi ng nore opportunity
for those conpanies as the century noves forward and we
intend to succeed. Anot her aspect of our | ong-term
strategy is our commtnment to tourism Qur state's tourism
industry generates $22 billion in economc activity every
year. From Chicago's 'Magnificent MIle' and the quiet,
turn of the century charns of Galena to the beauty of G ant
City State Park, our state offers nmuch to visitors that

they can enjoy. And in two weeks, Lura Lynn and | and

hopefully, all of you will join us in the celebration of a

groundbr eaki ng of another landmark that'll bring visitors
from all over the world, and that's the Abraham Li ncoln
Presidential Library and Miseum In order to prepare

I1linois for the new gl obal econony, we have to go past our
traditional borders. W have to strengthen our comm tnent
to international exports. Illinois is a player on the world
stage and we have to stay there. W nmarket nore than $33
billion worth of products every year to foreign shores.
And while slightly nore than half of our exports are
hi gh-tech products, Illinois remains an international
| eader in food production. The bottomline is, one out of
every eight jobs in 1llinois depends on international
trade. And that's why we've worked together over the |ast
two years to expand our international market. Last year we
opened two new offices that'll pay great dividends in the
future, Shanghai, China and Johannesburg, South Africa.
China's economc activity wth other countries |ast year
was nearly half a trillion dollars and we worked very hard
to make sure that Illinois secures a fair share of business

with the world's nost popul ous country. As a nunber of you
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in the General Assenbly know, our state also took a trade

m ssion to South Africa last spring. That mssion was a

huge success. W' ve opened a | ot of doors and we've nade
sone relationships in the one country that'll determ ne the
future economc growh for all of Africa. It's a huge
mar ket for consuners goods. And |ast year, | participated

in a very productive discussions wth Mexi co' s new
president, Vincente Fox, during a visit to Mexico Gity.
Mexico is our second-largest international trading partner,
and with your help, and wwth the help of new friends that
we have made in Mexico, Illinois wll have a good
relationship that will flourish and grow even stronger and
hopefully, i1ncrease the anount of business that we can do
there. As a state, we continue to |lead the national curve
in breaking down the barriers and devel oping newties with
the people of Cuba. A very large part of our Jlong-term
econom c strategy involves help for the hundreds of snal

cities and towns in rural areas of Illinois that nmany tinmes
haven't shared in the econom c boom W're working hard to
build up all of Illinois and we're succeeding. In Otawa,
ni ne conpani es have set up shop during the last 18 nonths,
creating about 600 jobs in the |ocal econony. In Washburn,
I1linois, population 1,100, they banded together to buy the
town's only grocery store. It's the anchor of their

bl ock-1 ong business district and they saved it from

cl osi ng. W're starting to see a snmall rebound in
II'linois" coal industry which, despite hard tines, still is
a $1.2 billion business for our state. And over the next
10 years, the experts predict that the demand for |Illinois
coal wll ‘increase by 15 to 20 mllion ton. We're

contributing nore than $27 mllion in assistance to the

industry to help create environnentally friendly uses for

18


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF I LLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
4t h Legi sl ative Day January 31, 2001
our coal. And over the last tw years, together we have
allocated $30 mllion to food and agriculture for the
research that hel ps support the future of Illinois' |argest
i ndustry, a 25%increase. For every dollar that we spend
on the future of growng and processi ng f ood and
agricultural -rel ated product s, we see $8 in public
benefits. Not bad, an 8 to 1 return. Throughout 2000, we
continued our commtnment to the production of ethanol,
whi ch means $1 billion a year to Illinois and nore than
4,800 | obs. And t hanks to our VentureTECH program rural
doctors are going to expand telenedicine 1|inks into
communities that don't have sufficient nedical services.
Only one by one, we're getting things done and that's an
inportant part of what we have to do. As everyone in this
chanmber knows, a huge portion of our blueprint for a 'New
[111nois' revol ves ar ound i nprovenents to Illinois'
physi cal infrastructure, roads, mass transit, utilities,
water and sewer systens, as well as parks, and public

recreation and other projects that enhance the overal

quality of 1life for our workforce. And of course, I'm
tal king about our Illinois FIRST program And yes, | nean
our program because Illinois FIRST is, and always w || be,

a program born fromthe ground up. This is our program
It's our way to address the quality of Ilife in your
communities. And Illinois FIRST continues to be one of the
few ways that our constituents, and your nei ghbors can see
their dreans and plans to their towns turn into reality,
now, not 10 or 15 or 20 years fromnow Whether it's a new
water tower in Carthage, supplies and equipnent for
after-school prograns at the Aurora Recreation Center, a
new child care facility at the Lake County Famly YMCA a

new fire station in Cypress, six new police cars for
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Bartonville, new playground equi pnent in Equality or a new

backhoe for Ludlow. [Illinois FIRST has hel ped communities
in every part of this state. But perhaps the nost
inmportant part of Illinois FIRST's legacy for the future

consists of the inprovenents to our overall quality of
life. Many of these projects have been dismssed as
| egi sl ative 'pork' except, of course, by those who asked
for them W funded nore than 3,300 |ocal projects during
the year 2000. And Illinois FIRST is a children's nmuseum
in Bronzeville, on the south side of Chicago. It's a
senior center in Qincy, and a youth center in East St.
Louis. Illinois FIRST is a library in El mwod Park. It's
hel ped rebuild an historic theater in Rockford, and an
opera house in Sesser, Illinois. New sidewalks in the
smal | towns of Sidney and Mazon. And Illinois FIRST hel ped
build a new YMCA in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago. W
need to tell the truth about this program The peopl e need
to know that these projects are not 'pork'. They are
necessary, local projects that make our comunities in
II'linois better and safer places in which to live and to
wor k. We've worked hard for two years and we will continue
to inprove our Illinois'" basic infrastructure. But there
remai ns one infrastructure challenge that's |left undone,
that's a new airport in Peotone to serve Northeastern
Il1linois. The business of air travel continues to change on
a daily basis as airlines struggle to neet the needs of the
traveling public. Mre than 1 billion people wll be
flying every year for businesses or pleasure. Air traffic
i's big business for Chicago and for Illinois. But O Hare
is no longer the world' s busiest airport and it's reached
its operational capacity. The answer to this problem is

the construction of a new airport in Peotone, not to
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replace O Hare and M dway, but to help Chicago keep its
place in the air traffic industry. The time is right
politically, economcally, and practically to begin sone
very serious discussions about a new airport in Peotone.
The tinme is right to franme this debate as a growth
opportunity for the entire state and not as a line in the
sand or a political tug-of-war... about the toll systemfor
a couple of years. And the final infrastructure challenge
that we need to face this year is the needed reform of our
state's toll highway system The comuters who find
thenmselves tied up in tollway traffic every day want us to
fix this system |"ve heard their pleas |oud and clear,
and so have you. | plan on neeting soon wth the Tol
H ghway Authority to start discussing ways that we can nake
i nprovenent in those roads and make them | ess congest ed.
Over the last two years, we've shown together that we can
build our econony and enhance our infrastructure while
still preserving and strengthening our environnment and our
natural heritage. W have been good stewards to our |and,
our waters, and our air. And over the last two years we
have i nvest ed $95 mllion in new technologies and
strategies to fight pollutants, especially those from
coal -fired power plants, which is an 80% increase in
resources. Ozone |levels and carbon nonoxide and |ead
concentrations in our air continue to drop. And according
to the latest air quality statistics, there have been no
snog alerts in the Chicago Metropolitan area in the past
two years. W've seen a steady increase in the nunber of
streans, |akes, and waterways rated as 'good quality’
pl aces where our famlies can swm fish, and go boating.
Qur efforts to clean up and rehabilitate urban brownfields,

abandoned landfills, and leaking oil wells that we tal ked
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about two years ago and last year is the fastest cleanup
effort in state history. Another of our top priorities has
been to secure and preserve open spaces for future
generations |i ke new parks, natural areas, recreational and
sporting preserves. And again, over the last tw years, we
have returned nore land to the public trust than at any
other point in our history, 28,000 acres of streans,
forests, prairies, hills and wetlands. And the 500 mles
of bike trails that we've funded over the last two years is
10 times nore land devoted to trails than State Governnent
funded during the previous 10 years. W joined wth
Chi cago to develop a very unique nmultiuse state park in the
Lake Calunmet region, one of the nost ecologically diverse
areas in the state. And what's nore, we dedicated $42
mllion in Illinois FIRST funds for the |ong-overdue
restoration of Dbreakwaters that protect the city's Lake
M chi gan shoreline fromerosion and decay. And with the
| eadershi p of Lieutenant Governor Wod, we've set in notion
an I npor t ant project to protect the 1Illinois River
wat ershed, the Illinois Rivers 2020 program Qur 'lllinois
Tonorrow program provides incentives for communities and
developers to help slow those disparities by offering
incentives to comunities that reduce traffic congestion,
preserve existing open space and redevel op ol der, once-used
parcels of land. Wth heating bills rising faster than the
tenperature is dropping and with the rolling blackouts that
have plagued California, last nonth | created the state's
first-ever 'Energy Cabinet'. The new 'Energy Cabinet' wll
create long-termpolicies and prograns that'll encourage
dependabl e and affordable supplies of energy and will help
you in the GCeneral Assenbly nake the right decision

regardi ng fuel supplies and uses. W took quick action
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earlier this nonth to expand the state's Low | ncone Hone
Energy Assistance Programso that an additional 142,000
households can tap into nore than $175 nmllion that is
avai lable this year to help pay their home heating bills.
IIlinois' commtnment to this programwas $65 mllion. It's
the largest of any of +the states in the United States.
Once again, over the last two years, we've budgeted $1.5
billion nor e for services to strengthen our human
infrastructure. W' ve been able to do that because we're
doing a better job of <capturing federal funds and our
commtnent is showi ng sone real results. The group ' Voices
for Illinois Children' nade the follow ng conclusion in
their 2001 annual report: 'The quality of life for children
in lllinois has seen real progress the l|ast few years.
Fewer teens are having babies, nore are graduating from
hi gh school. Mre children are covered by KidCare and
Medi caid and fewer are being abused or neglected. Wlfare
dependency and child poverty rates are down dramatically,
and nore babies are living past their first year'. But we
need to expand our efforts. | want to point out that we're
j oined today by Jerry Schernmer who's in the balcony with ny
children. | said if anybody ought to be responsible for
| ooking after Kkids, it's Jerry Schernmer and | charged him
to make sure that none of them fell over the balcony.
Jerry, thanks very nuch for being here wwth us today. You
do a great job for the Kkids. Right now, we're helping
200,000 nore disadvantaged or at-risk children to |ead
better lives than we were two years ago. Through the
| eadership of ny wfe's 'Futures for Kids Program, we've
i ncreased funding by nore than 50% for Teen REACH which
are after school prograns, youth enploynent initiatives,

early chil dhood prograns, drug prevention, intervention and
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treatnent. And we've strengthened intervention prograns
designed to keep famlies together and young peopl e out of
jail. The First Lady and the 'Futures for Kids Program is
going to coordinate the policies and progranms for young
peopl e t hr ough a new Illinois Children and Youth
Comm ssion. And wth this effort, Illinois wll join 27
other states that are commtted to bringing high | evel of
visibility to the opportunities and prom ses for children
and turning those promses into action. Also, the 'Futures
for Kids' advisory board recently issued recommendati ons on
dealing with the growi ng chall enges of our state's juvenile
justice system One of the key recomendations is that we
nmust address the critical nental health needs of young
people comng into contact with the juvenile justice system
and | look forward to working wth you on solutions to
those challenges. Qur record commtnent to child care
services is helping 218,000 children | ead productive and
safe lives in a stable setting while their parents earn a

['iving. Wor ki ng Mot her magazi ne ranked Illinois anong the

top state for children care and devel opnent progranms in
1999 and in the top six for innovations in the year 2000.
Qur hard work and dedication toward the state's child care,
heal th care insurance prograns for at-risk children is very
encouraging. And the partnerships we have established
t hr oughout II'linois have resulted in an increase in
enrol Il mrents of about 400% Illinois ranks seventh anong
the states in providing health care services for children
in lowincome households. And for the third year in a row,
and I"'mreally proud of this one, | want to tell you,
II'linois is the nation's |leader in noving children with
troubl ed backgrounds out of tenporary foster care and

putting them into permanent, adoptive hones, nore than

24


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF I LLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
4t h Legi sl ative Day January 31, 2001
13,000 adoptions |ast year, alone. In our '"New Illinois",
that we've built together, right now we are hel ping nearly
one mllion famlies see progress where they used to see
bl ockades to a better life. W're taking a bold step right
now to help at-risk famlies and comunities with our new
I1linois Wirkforce Advantage Program In six pilot areas:
Harvey, East St. Louis, the state's southern counties and
t he Chi cago nei ghbor hoods of El mwod, North Lawndale and
Hunbol dt Park, we're strengthening our |ong-term conmm tnent
to people and famlies. In these communities, Illinois
Wor kf orce Advantage teanms will work closely with comunity
or gani zati ons, | ocal gover nnent officials, community
| eaders, faith groups and people on the street to develop
the Dbest delivery of state services for that area. W are
also trying to help Illinois famlies by proposing a series
of measures to curb predatory and abusive | ending practices
in the state and to stop unscrupul ous |Ienders fromoffering
| oans to people who they know can't afford to repay. Last
year you passed a law that requires the regulation of this

particul ar industry and that was the right thing to do.

And | urge all of you to support the proposals that we've
made to safeguard honmes and neighborhoods. I11inois
continues to be a national Ileader in welfare reform

II'linois has the top ranking anong the |largest industrial
states for getting former clients back into the workforce
and over the last tw years the nunber of welfare cases has
dropped to the lowest level in 31 years. For all of the
peopl e whose lives are inproved by our commtnent to their
wel | being quality, accessible health care remains the
f oundati on of our state's human infrastructure. Qur
expansion of public health prograns at the local |evels has

meant tangible results for people in every part of our
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state. More than 93,000 of our citizens are receiving
health care through our expansion prograns for the aged,
blind and di sabl ed. Five thousand nore wonen are receiving
the care that they need because we doubl ed state funding
for the Wonen's Health Initiative. And for the first tine,
State Governnent hel ps pay for breast and cervical cancer
screening for |owincome wonen in 102 of our counties. And
| offer ny thanks to the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen,
who are here with us sonepl ace today. | want to say thanks
to them And to the Lieutenant Governor for her untiring
efforts. They have pushed hard for many initiatives that
affect the health and future of wonen and girls in
[111inois. W budgeted $30 million |ast year for snoking
prevention efforts based in schools and Ilocal health
departnments that'll help sone young people quit snoking and
hopefully, help others to never start. And our conm tnent
to hel pi ng persons wth disabilities remains a top
priority. W put an additional $29 mllion into the
state's developnental disabilities budget to increase the
wages of those very inportant people who provide daily
direct care services to the developnentally disabled. And
| ast year we funded the largest single pay increase ever
for personal service attendants. Those hard-worki ng people
deserve nore. We have steadily, over the last two years,
i ncreased the nunber of people who can take advantage of
Community Integrated Living Arrangenents and those who can
remain in their hones. Nonetheless, we still have to work
in this inportant O nstead decision. The U S. Suprene
Court delivered a remnder to all of the states that it's
wWr ong to subject any disabled person to unnecessary
institutionalization against their will. At the sane tine,

the court recognized that State Governnments have Ilimted

26


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE


STATE OF I LLINO S
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

4t h Legi sl ative Day January 31, 2001
resources, even though they nust provide a w de range of
services for disabled persons with vastly different needs.
W' ve begun the task of working with the di sabled community
and their advocates to determne how best to neet the
chal I enges of the O nstead deci sion. W nust bring al
agencies that serve the disabled population together to
coordinate our efforts and elimnate wasteful conpetition
for resources throughout this process. W have to work
together to inprove the Ilines of comunication so that
persons wth disabilities can exercise informed decisions
and self-determ nation when possible. Thanks to our
cooperative efforts, last year we strengthened the |lives of
nmore than 400,000 seniors who depend on us every day to
help them remain heal t hy, active, producti ve and
i ndependent . W boosted funding for the Community Care
Program by 15% enabl i ng 38, 000 seniors to st ay
i ndependent . And through our support of senior citizen
nutrition services, we served 10 mllion neals. And
per haps nost inportantly, we expanded the scope of the
state's pharnmaceutical assistance programto 100, 000 nore
seniors by bunping up the ceiling on benefits, expanding
the type of nedications that are eligible for state
paynment s. In addition to drugs for heart disease, blood
pressure, diabetes, and arthritis, seniors can now get
state assi stance for nedication against Alzheiner's,
Par ki nson's, glaucoma, lung disease and snoking-related
illnesses. In all of these areas, one by one, we're
getting the job done. The safety of our hones, and our
nei ghbor hoods, and our school yards and our businesses
continue to be a top priority for the people of |Illinois
and a mgjor goal of our plan for the 21st century. Qur

| atest crinme statistics show that an 8% drop in crine to
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the lowest statewide rate in 27 years. W've devel oped
strategies to fight guns, and gangs and drugs which is a
key elenent. Crime is dropping in Illinois because we're
sendi ng strong nessages to crimnals. W sent a strong
message when we renewed the Safe Nei ghborhoods Act. W
initiated 'Operation Wndy City', a programthat puts state
parol e agents on the streets to help themidentify paroled
felons who are abusing the privilege of their rel ease and
that's a pretty strong nessage. W're putting 250 nore
state troopers out on patrol and we've released and
replaced 1,100 wunsafe police vehicles. And this year
you're going to see the devel opnent of a new $25 million
st at ew de radio system that'll inprove comunications
bet ween | aw enforcenent and public safety services. W' ve
created a commttee that is rewiting the state's
40-year-old Crimnal Code to nmke it nore nodern, nore
efficient and certainly nore fair. You may know that it was

a year ago today, that | declared what is, in effect, a

moratorium on executions in Illinois. Wth t he 13
exonerations, | could not go forward with so many questions
about the fairness of the death penalty in Illinois. |

don't believe any of us can support a systemwhich in the
adm ni stration, has proven to be so fraught with error and
has conme so very close to the wultimte nightmare, and
that's the state's taking of an innocent life. There's no
margin for error when it cones to putting a person to
death. Thank you. Thank you. That doesn't hurt. Thanks
very much. Thank you. Thanks to all of you. | appreciate
that very nuch. Last year, you know, | appointed a
comm ssion to deliberate on this issue and to bring ne
their recomendati ons. The Illinois Suprenme Court, after

two years of study, recently adopted sonme new rules and
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procedures for capital cases. That's welconme news and |
commend the court for taking this step. But | say today,
it will not be the last step, nmy conm ssion nust conplete
its study. And I've charged them wth examning issues
whi ch go beyond just those considered by the Suprene Court
and it's a huge task. There are still many questions, very
serious questions, about our system and |I'm a strong

proponent of tough, crimnal penalties. But we have to

ensure the public safety of our citizens. But in doing so,

we nust ensure that the ends of justice are served. |It's
merely a question of fairness and what's right. And |'m
going to do what's right. Together, | believe, our record

over these last tw years shows that we have been

responsi ble in managing the people's noney. Over the | ast

two years State Governnment has returned 1.1 billion to
taxpayers, 1.1 billion. I'mreally proud of all of you for
t hat . We've worked together to do this. And | know we

of ten hear about people who say, you raise your wages, and

you raise the taxes, and you raise the fees, but we don't

get tax relief. Wll, I got to tell you, we got tax
relief, $1.1 billion we provided for the people of
I[I'linois. | think that's pretty admrable. The state's

i ncome tax personal exenption has been doubled. The earned
income tax credit is helping lowincone famlies keep nore
of the noney that they earn. The tax <credit for school
expenses wll nean nore noney in the pockets of 200,000
famlies. The incone eligibility rules for the Senior
Circuit Breaker Program is a savings of $100 million for
hundreds of thousands of older adults in drug costs and
property taxes. And last year's property tax rebate, a
total of $280 mllion, put an average of $125 in the

pockets of honmeowners. Pretty good record. Qur spending
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over the last two years, as well as the 1.1 billion that
we' ve returned to t axpayers, has been prudent and
responsible. Illinois' fiscal house is sound and it's
going to remain so for the comng year. 1'll provide nore
details to you during the budget nessage in February, but
let nme assure you that we're in good shape and we still
expect to end the 2001 fiscal year wth a balance of 1.2
billion, not including a $225 million in our first-ever
‘rainy day fund'. 1In each of the last two fiscal years,
we' ve recorded the highest end of the year balance in state
history, indicators that Iled Wall Street |last year to
upgrade our bond rating. And that's a good record of
managi ng noney. And we're going to have to watch our noney
closely this year. You bet we are. And then we're going to
have make sone tough decisions again this spring, but |I'm
confident that together we can devel op a spending plan for
State Governnent that sustains the needs of the people and
continue to work as hard as we can to integrate advanced
technol ogy and tine-saving prograns into the inner workings
of State Governnent. Qur national ratings in the use of
technology to make |I|ife better for our <citizens have
inproved in every area. The National Center for Digita
Government recently ranked Illinois 4th anong the states in
our use of information technology to disclose and to
del i ver services to our citizens. That's especially
significant when you realize that our ranking tw years ago
was 49th. W noved from 49th to 4th. Qur technol ogy
office is wundertaking a very extensive review of office
aut omati on standards throughout the governnment, and [|'m
confident we're going to nmake continued progress this year.
I11inois has beconme t he first state to launch a

conprehensi ve el ectronic governnment initiative. And over
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the next 18 nonths, we hope to distribute over a mllion
digital IDs to citizens and businesses, to enable them to
do business with the state as an integrated, secure,
web-driven governnment. And during the past year, a nunber
of states have been working on a streamine sales tax
project, designed in part to address concerns that the
Internet sales may unfairly penalize main street retailers.
W need to address that issue this year, as well. But
before we do that, | want to nake absolutely sure that we
do everything that we can to change the current sales tax

systemto nmake sure that we treat everyone fairly before we

make any changes. W' re making progress in the return of

federal dollars flowng back to Illinois. Last year we got
back nore than $55 billion. That was an increase of 1.4
billion over the previous year and it was because we worked

very hard at getting it done. W had the state receive
federal dollars back in the sanme proportion if we had
received it back to our popul ation, we would have received
about 10 billion nore in federal spending. So, we're still
way short. Qur new federal resources clearinghouse is
addressing this inbal ance, and we're going to continue to
keep fighting for our fair share in Wshington. CQur
st at ewi de perfornmance review programcontinues to weed out
the wunnecessary and outdated in our statutes, rules, and
prograns. This year, we'll recomend the elimnation of
nearly 100 nore boards. And additionally, as part of the
performance review effort, I'll propose a consolidation of
16 separate bonding authorities into one state financing
authority, establishing a singular authority that'|

I ncrease our fiscal oversight, provide for greater
ef ficiencies, stream i ne functi ons, and I nprove

communi cati on and cooperation anong conpelling interests.
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A consolidation will also save us noney in overhead costs.
And in the end, it wll sinply help us to nmanage the
government better. And finally, | believe it's inportant

that we stop now the fundanental errors wth our political
system and gover nnent structure that give rise to
inpropriety and to an opportunity for wongdoing. By
executive order, when | becane Governor, | have prevented
nmore than 70,000 state enployees, who are under nmy
direction from soliciting or making contributions to ny
political fund. That policy should be the law of this

land, and it should apply to everybody that works for State

Gover nnent . | proposed that |law |ast year and passed it
t hrough the House. | would hope that we can tal k about it,
work it out, and pass it again. | think regardless of

what ever anybody's political affiliations are, we need to
do that. So, this spring I'mgoing to send you | egislation
that' Il make that prohibition a |[|aw Ri ght now, the
constitutionality of the state's 'Gft Ban Act' is being
questioned in court and despite these challenges, |'ve
ordered that this lawremain in effect for all enployees
under my control. W nust be prepared, if necessary, to
keep the "G ft Ban Act' intact, period. And in this State
address, | have outlined to you not the things that we have
acconplished, but things that all of us, as a people, have
acconplished over the last two years, not just the Ceneral
Assenbly and the Governor but people all over this great
state that have worked together to put the prograns
together, that have conme up with ideas and the thoughts

that have nmade all of these acconplishnents possible, that

I tal ked about here today. | think our record is
remarkable. | think it's a great story and it's one that
all of wus can be proud of because we have worked toget her
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to provide the kind of services in governnent that the
people of Illinois want. It is a remarkable story. And
so, as | said at the beginning, the state of the state is
very strong. W' ve prepared our state for the future. And
we've prepared it well and we still have a lot to do. W
still have tasks that we can't and will not shy away from
And with your help, a strong faith in our Mker, our
state'll continue to nove forward into the 21st century.
And today, at this hour, let us renew our pledge to the
people of Illinois. Let's assure themthat we're working
together in dreamng great dreans. And let's assure them
that we're putting people before politics and pulling in
the sanme direction to build their "New Illinois' today.

Today is the start of another new partnership. And one by

one, let's get a lot of things done. Thank you, and God
bl ess all of you. | appreciate your patience."
Speaker Madigan: "WIIl the Commttee of Escort please cone

forward to escort the Governor from the chanber? The
President of the Senate is recognized for a Mdtion."

President Philip: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | nove that the Joint
Session do now arise."

Speaker Madigan: "The President of the Senate has noved that the
Joint Session do now arise. All those in favor signify by
saying 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it
and the Joint Session will now arise. The regular Session
will come to order. The Chair recognizes the Cerk."

Cerk Rossi: "House Joi nt Resol uti on #5, of fered by
Representative Currie.

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 5
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RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- SECOND
CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
HEREIN, that when the House of Representatives adjourns on
Wednesday, January 31, 2001, it stands adjourned until Monday,
February 5, 2001, in Perfunctory Session, and when it adjourns on
that day, it stands adjourned until Tuesday, February 6, 2001 at
1:00 o' clock p.m, and when it adjourns on that day, it stands
adj ourned until Wdnesday, February 7, 2001, and when it adjourns
on that day, it stands adjourned until Thursday, February 8, 2001,
and when it adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned until
Tuesday, February 13, 2001 in Perfunctory Session, and when it
adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned wuntil Wadnesday,
February 14, 2001 at 1:00 o' clock p.m, and when it adjourns on
that day, it stands adjourned until Thursday, February 15, 2001,
and when it adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned wuntil
Friday, February 16, 2001, and when it adjourns on that day, it
stands adj ourned until Tuesday, February 20, 2001 in Perfunctory
Session, and when it adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned
until Wednesday, February 21, 2001 at 11:30 a.m; and when the
Senate adjourns on Thursday, February 1, 2001 it stands adj ourned
until Tuesday, February 20, 2001 at 1:00 o'clock p.m, and when it
adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned wuntil Wadnesday,
February 21, 2001."
Speaker Madigan: "The Cerk has read the Adjournnent Resol ution.
Representative Currie noves for the adoption of t he
Resol ut i on. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Adjournnment Resolution is
adopted. The Chair is prepared to adjourn. Representative
Currie noves that the House does stand adjourned until
Tuesday, February 6th, at 1:00 p.m, providing perfunctory
time for the derk. Those in favor say 'aye'; those

opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The House does
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Cerk

stand adjourned wuntil February 6, at 1:00 p.m, providing
perfunctory tinme for the derk."
Rossi: "This Perfunctory Session wll cone to order.

I ntroduction and First Reading of House Bills. House Bil

475, offered by Representative Capparelli, a Bill for an
Act in relation to vehicles. House Bill 476, offered by
Representative Black, a Bill for an Act in relation to
energency tel ephone systens. House Bill 477, offered by
Representative Hoeft, a Bill for an Act in relation to
public enployee benefits. House Bill 478, offered by
Representative Capparelli, a Bill for an Act in relation to
public enployee benefits. House Bill 479, offered by
Representative Younge, a Bill for an Act concerning the

Department of Comrerce and Community Affairs. House Bil

480, offered by Representative Younge, a Bill for an Act
concerning guaranteed job opportunity projects. House Bill
481, offered by Representative Younge, a Bill for an Act
concer ni ng t he Departnent of Commerce and Conmunity

Affairs. House Bill 482, offered by Representative Bost, a

Bill for an Act concerning the local regulation of
firearms. House Bill 483, offered by Representative Bost, a
Bill for an Act inrelation to hunting. House Bill 484,
offered by Representative Hartke, a Bill for an Act in
relation to public enployee benefits. House Bill 485,
offered by Representative Hartke, a Bill for an Act
concer ni ng t ownshi ps. House Bill 486, offered by
Representative Leitch, a Bill for an Act concer ni ng
redevel opnent. House Bill 487, offered by Representative
Leitch, a Bill for an Act concerning redevel opnent. House
Bill 488, offered by Representative Joe Lyons, a Bill for
an Act concerning taxes. House Bill 489, offered by
Representative Curry, a Bill for an Act in relation to
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state enpl oyees group insurance. House Bill 490, offered by
Representative Wrsing, a Bill for an Act relating to
schools. House Bill 491, of fered by Representati ve
McCarthy, a Bill for an Act in relation to health care
information. House Bill 492, offered by Representative
St eve Davi s, a Bill for an Act relating to
t el ecommuni cati ons. House Bill 493, of fered by
Representative Davis, a Bill for an Act to anend the
IIlinois Pension Code. House Bill 494, of fered by
Representative Holbrook, a Bill for an Act concerning
corrections. House Bill 495, offered by Representative
Franks, a Bill for an Act making appropriations. House Bill

496, offered by Representative Gles, a Bill for an Act

concerning elections. House Bill 497, of fered by
Representative Hanps, a Bill for an Act concerning famly
| eave. House Bill 498, offered by Representative Hanbs, a
Bill for an Act in relation to unenploynent insurance.

House Bill 499, offered by Representative Hanos, a Bill for
an Act concerning telecommunications. House Bill 500,
offered by Representative Hanpbs, a Bill for an Act
concerning nortgage foreclosures. House Bill 501, offered
by Representative Scully, a Bill for an Act maki ng
appropriations. House Bill 502, offered by Representative
Scully, a Bill for an Act respecting education. House Bil

503, offered by Representative Jay Hoffman, a Bill for an
Act with regard to vehicles. House Bill 504, offered by
Representative Scott, a Bill for an Act concerning housing
affordability. House Bill 505, offered by Representative
Scot t, a Bill for an Act in relation to planning.
I ntroduction and First Reading of these House Bills. This

Perfunctory Session stands adjourned.”
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