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Speaker Madigan: "The House shall conme to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by the Reverend George Lucas, the Bishop of the D ocese of
Springfield, [Illinois. Reverend Lucas 1is the guest of
Speaker Madigan. The guests in the gallery may wsh to
rise and join wus for the invocation and the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance. "

Reverend Lucas: "Let's pray. G acious God, we acknow edge You as
the Creator and Sustainer of all we have and all we are.
During these days we are thankful for the bounty of the
harvest, and for all who work to provide food for our
t abl es. G ve us the wsdomwe need to be good stewards of
all that we have received. @iide and bless the work of
this Body, today. Increase in all of us a desire to uphold
the dignity of every human person. Keep us m ndful of
t hose who are weak and who carry heavy burdens. Bless our
state and our nation wth wse |eaders who will help us
wor k together for the comobn good. Gve us a generous
portion of Your spirit so that we will have the courage to
follow the [ aw that You have witten in our hearts. e
prai se You God, w thout beginning or end. Anen."

Speaker Madigan: "W shall be led in the Pl edge of Allegiance by
Representative Hartke."

Hartke - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice

for all."

Speaker Madi gan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representati ve
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record show that

Representative Sharp i s excused today."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Poe."
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Poe: "M . Speaker, let the record show that Representative Lyons,
E. i s excused today."

Speaker Madigan: "Shall take the record. There being 115 Menbers
in attendance, there is a quorumpresent. M. derk."

Clerk Rossi: "Conmttee Reports. Representative Barbara Fl ynn
Currie, Chairperson fromthe Conmttee on Rules, to which
the followng neasures were referred, action taken on
Novenmber 28, 2000, reported the sane back wth t he
followng recomendations: to the Commttee on Executive,
Senate Bill 1276; to the Judiciary-1 Commttee, Senate Bil
1975; '"to the floor for consideration' House Resolution
780, House Resolution 907, Senate Bill 368, Senate Bil
575, and Senate Bill 1477. Amendatory Veto Accept Mbtions
approved for consideration on Senate Bill 810 and Senate
Bill 1404."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "Supplenental Calendar #1 is being distributed."”

Speaker Madigan: "On page 4 of the Calendar, on the Oder of
Amendat ory Vet oes, t here appears Senate Bill 810.
Represent ati ve Pankau. "

Pankau: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | nobve to accept the Anendatory
Veto on Senate Bill 810."

Speaker Madigan: "Representative, did you want to tell us
sonet hi ng about it?"

Pankau: "Yes. The Bill itself expands the corporate incone tax
credit for enployers that are sponsoring day-care centers.
The Governor felt that, although the words 'child care
facility' were in the Bill, that they should be nore
specific, and that the words should actually be '"child care
facilities located in 1Illinois', because after all, why
should they get a tax credit unless they're in the State of

II'linois. That is the only change in the Bill. | think
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it's a perfectly acceptable idea. | thought the words were
there already, but they weren't and so | nove for the
acceptance and ask for your unani nous approval."
Speaker Madigan: "The Lady noves that the House accept the
Governor's Anmendatory Veto. The question is, 'Shall the
House accept the Governor's specific recomendations for
change wth respect to this Bill? Those in favor signify
by voting 'aye'... M. Black?"
Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. Are you all right?
You don't sound your normal ebullient self today. Do you

have a cold or sonethi ng?”

Speaker Madigan: "I have a head cold, M. Bl ack."
Black: "All right. Let us... I'll have staff bring you sonething
ri ght away."

Speaker Madigan: "Right."

Bl ack: "Wbuld the Lady yield for a question?"

Speaker Madigan: "lLady yields."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch. Representative, what is the extent
of the tax credit that may be clainmed by a business who
deci des to have an on-site day-care center, is it a 5%
10% And is it a credit against their inconme tax or...?"

Pankau: "Representative, it is a credit against your incone tax.
It would be the business inconme tax or the corporate incone

tax, not personal."

Bl ack: "Right, the corporate incone tax. R ght, | understand."
Pankau: "The first year, your start-up costs, you would be able
to take as nmuch as a 30%.. 30%of the start-up cost

deduction on your taxes, and 5% every year thereafter for
five years."

Black: "Was there... In the initial discussion of the Bill, was
there any indication of what the cost of this break m ght

be, 10 mllion, 20 mllion, 1 mllion? 1In other words,
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Pankau:

Bl ack:

Pankau:

what would the potential loss of revenue be if 200
corporations decided to take advantage of this particular
tax break by having on-site day care?"

"I don't have the file with ne right now | know there
was a fiscal inpact note that was fil ed. My nmenory says
that it was around the area of $3 million if everyone who
had tal ked about the idea mght do it. O it could
actually be zero. W knows."

"Ckay. |"mlooking at the file. It estimted about a $1
to 2 mllion inmpact. And quite frankly, Representative, if
| mght speak to the Bill, M. Speaker. There's been a | ot
of talk lately about what kind of tax breaks we can give,
and what kind of tax breaks we can't, what we can afford,
and what we cannot afford. This is an exanmple of a $1
mllion, wmaybe a little nore than that but | doubt it, tax
break to corporations and businesses who would start an
on-site day-care center. And for those of you who may not
have renenbered the debate when this Bill passed the House
unani nously, the advantages to the state would far outweigh
any tax credit. Wen you are able to put people to work,
t hey becone productive citizens, pay taxes, are able to buy
t hi ngs, they pay incone tax, sales tax, et cetera. And the
nore people you can put to work the better off the state
i's, obviously. And | would just say as a downstater in a
rural district where day care is always difficult to find
and is always not convenient to your place of work, | would

hope that many busi nesses woul d take advantage of it. And

this is an exanple of a government programthat wll reap
benefits instead of costing us noney. | congratul ate you
for the work you've done on this Bill, and | wuld hope

that we accept the Anendatory Veto and it becones | aw. "

"Thank you, Representative."
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Speaker Madigan: "Is there any further discussion? There being
no further discussion, the questionis, 'Shall the House

accept the Governor's specific recomendations for change?
Those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; those opposed by
voting 'no'. Have all voted who w sh? This is a Third
Reading Roll Call. Excuse ne. This is final passage.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wi sh? W need two people to vote. The Oerk
shall take the record. There being 113 people voting
‘yes', 0 wvoting 'no'. This Mtion has received the
requi red Constitutional Majority. And the House accepts
t he Governor's specific recommendat i ons for change
regarding Senate Bill 810. And the Bill is hereby declared
passed. On page 2 of the Calendar, on the Order of Senate
Bills-Third Reading, there appears Senate Bill 1397. M.

Lawf er . M. Cerk, what is the status of this Bill?

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1397, a Bill for an Act concerning

Speaker

Lawf er :

i ndustrial henp. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."
Madi gan: "M . Lawfer."

"Thank you very much, M. Speaker. Senate Bill 1397 is
very much simlar to a Bill that had been discussed in the
House, Ag Committee, and so on. This is a Bill that passed
the Senate last spring 49-9. What this does is... has two
different parts. One is that it sets the definition of
i ndustrial henp. Industrial henp would be |less than . 3% of
THC. That clarifies the definition of industrial henp. It
also calls for the University of Illinois and Southern
[I'linois University, through their colleges of agriculture,
to put in study for the feasibility and desirabl e
(sic-desirability) of industrial henp in this state. To do
that, they're gonna have to go through and have the... and

this Bill does that, sets forth the ability for them to
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Speaker

Har t ke:

apply for the necessary permts to |look at the different
things. And if this Bill passes, then they would proceed
with getting those permts, setting up a study under very,
very secure conditions. A lot of the questions that have
cone up in regards to that this will legalize industrial
henmp, or legalize marijuana, it wll not. It does not

either one of those, it only calls for a study. And, M.

Speaker, 1'll be glad to answer any questions."

Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves for the passage of the
Bill. |Is there any discussion? M. Hartke."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | stand in support of this
legislation. [Illinois agriculture and many farners in the

M dwest have not enjoyed the econom c boon that has taken
pl ace the | ast couple of years. As a mtter of fact,
agriculture prices are at an all-tinme low | do believe

that this piece of legislation which is only a study at the

University of Illinois and Southern Illinois will allowthe
universities to look into the possibility of all the good
things that can be done with industrial henp. Now, | know

there's sone opposition fromthe Drug Enforcenent Agency,
but we'll work through that. This is only a study. If we
can find many new uses for the industrial henp, the
products whether it be clothing, particle board, building
materials, you nane it, there are thousands of products
that can be nmade out of industrial henp. Several years
ago, was introduced to Illinois was a relatively new crop
comng from China, soybeans. And, of course, at that tine
there were no manufacturing plants, there was no wuse for
soybeans in |Illinois. Today it is Illinois" nunmber two
crop, soybeans. And | think that just maybe we may have a
crop here that will help many farnmers in Illinois with an

alternative crop. | don't knowthat it'll ever reach the
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realm of what the Illinois soybean has done, but | do
believe that we should forget all the rhetoric and give the
University of Illinois this authority, with the agreenent
of the 1llinois Law Enforcenent and the Drug Enforcenent
Council, this right to study that as a possibility, as an
alternative crop for agriculture inlllinois. | stand in
full support of this Bill. Renmenber, this is not an
authorization for farnmers to grow this crop. This is
not hing nore than a study authorizing the University of
II'linois and Southern Illinois, in a controlled manner, to
study the uses of industrial henp. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Bell ock."

Bel l ock: "I stand to oppose this Bill, even though | respect the
Representative Lawfer on this side of the aisle. W've had
a lot of discussion of this Bill before. Last Session we
had a letter sent to us by the drug czar in Washington, the
head of the Drug Enforcenent Agency absolutely opposing
this Bill. There are several groups that are listed on
here including the Chiefs of Police, the Illinois State
Police Association, the Departnent of Human Servi ces,
several other groups, including alnost every drug group in
the State of Illinois. Al we dois send the nessage to
our vyouth that we are desensitizing the acceptance of henp
and marijuana. One of the main concerns of our youth today
i s substance and al cohol abuse. And | think that this Bil

wi |l be sending the wong nessage to the youth of the State

of Illinois if we vote this through. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Erwin."

Erw n: "Thank you, Speaker. | rise in support of this Senate
Bill 1397 for all of the reasons that Representative Hartke
and Lawf er ment i oned. Let nme also just remnd ny

col | eagues in the suburbs as well as the city, that the


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

129t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 28, 2000

Speaker
Johnson
Speaker

Johnson

state's econony is critical to all of our districts

I'ivelihood. So when the agricul tural communi ty in
downstate Illinois is not doing well, Chicago isn't going
to do well, the suburbs aren't going to do well. And if |
may, Representative Bellock, speak to the issues that you
raised, | think that we do a disservice to children and to
youth by msinformng themof the real facts. And the real
facts are that industrial henp is not marijuana anynore
than oats and barley are beer. No, why don't we not grow

oats, and barley, and corn, because you can make al cohol

out of those products. They're totally tw different
plants, and all we are doing at this point, like nearly 16
other states, is mnmoving forward in the research. The

Federal Governnent |egalizes industrial henp as we expect
they will do, like Canada, Illinois poised to be the |eader
as we once were in growng industrial henp. W wll be so
behind the Dakotas, M nnesota, and other states, that we
sinply won't be able to catch up and our farners and our
econony wll lose that market share. This is only asking
for research and study, and it's sonmething that, | think,
even if you're not sure, one can't oppose studying it. |
urge your strong vote. And for those of you who care at
all about the environnment, henp as a crop is a good
environmental crop. It does not require the sane |evel of
pesticides that other <crops do. And | think all around
II'linois could | ead the foreground in ternms of providing
t he needed research, so | urge your strong support."”

Madi gan: " Representative Tom Johnson."

, Tom "WII the Sponsor yield?"

Madi gan: " Sponsor yields."

, Tom "Representative Lawfer, currently, how many ot her

states are doing research on the use of hemp?"
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Lawf er :

"Hawaii is actually growing henp, does have a permt.
There's about 16 other states that are | ooking at possible
| egislation to ook at a study in regards to this, simlar
to Illinois. | mght add that, though, | believe there's
about 30 sone foreign countries already growi ng industrial

henp as legal ."

Johnson, Tom "Ckay, those countries are growing it, but we're

Lawf er :

being led to believe here today, that the purpose of this
Bill is not to start growing henp, but rather to just study
the uses of henp. Is that correct?”

"Well, of course, industrial henp was grown w dely during
World War 11 throughout the state. But, of course, when it
was del egalized we have no seed here. So, the study is to
see what varieties could be adapted to this climte. These
seeds would have to, of course, cone from outside the
country either Wkraine, Australia, or Canada. And, of
course, part of the study would be to see what production
of those varieties would be, and also, to see what the THC
would be on those varieties when they're grown under

M dwest conditions."

Johnson, Tom "But if, in fact, we have a nunber of other states

Lawf er :

al ready conducting this research, why wouldn't we just
depend on their research? Wy would Illinois have to do
its research?"

"Well, of course, they have not noved along. | think we
want to be on the forefront. And we have several farnmer
organi zati ons throughout the state that are looking at this
to see whether they can go forward. Now, if industrial
henmp industry and so on, relies on manufacturing plants
t hroughout the area and they have to be close to the area
of producti on. Fi ber fromindustrial henp probably could

only be haul ed about 50 mles. So, if we're to capture
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that industry, the industry of industrial henp in Illinois,
which could, you know, relate to six, or eight, or naybe
nmore processing plants, that we need to be on t he
forefront, and that's why we need to study that. And our
conditions here in the Mdwest are very nmuch simlar.
would like to add, Representative, we're relying on corn
and soybeans in the State of Illinois. And this year we
had sudden death syndronme on soybeans, a major crop. W do
not even have any idea on howto control sudden death
syndrone in soybeans other than rotation. And we're
| ooking at that to see what that rotation would be under
M dwest conditions for... with industrial henp."

Johnson, Tom "Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. W1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, there was at the National Conference of
State Legislatures' annual neeting in Chicago |ast July,
there was a full-blown semnar on this very issue, was

t here not ?"

Lawfer: "That's correct."
Black: "I renmenber sitting in on sone of that and | know you were
t here. | don't recall anyone offering any conpelling

testinony or rationale as to why this crop should not be

studied. Is ny nenory faulty?"
Lawfer: "I think vyou're correct. And, of course, the result...
This Bill is the result of a study that the 1Illinois

Departnent of Agriculture did as a task force. And the
recomendati ons were that a study be nade and acconplished
inlllinois."

Bl ack: " Yeah. And much has been nade about this issue that

10
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Lawf er :

Bl ack:

Lawf er :
Bl ack:

sonehow you are attenpting to |egalize henp. The Bil
doesn't do that in any way, shape, or form Correct?"

"That's correct. If vyou, for exanple, ditch weed...
Oten in the rural areas we're famliar wth ditch weed,
you know, under current |law, and this |aw does not change
it, if you are in possession of ditch weed, you know, if
you've got it in the trunk of your car, | think the State
Police are going to pick you up just as the sane as if you
had mar i j uana. Thi s Bill, of course, does define
i ndustrial henmp of having a |l ow THC, but on the other hand,
it does not change any of the |egalization of industrial
henmp or marijuana as far as any legal part of that. And
that's kind of frustrating because the I|aw enforcenent
peopl e think that it does change that."

"Well, | think that's a critical point that needs to be
reinforced. There is absolutely nothing in your Bill
Senator Bowles' Bill, that can in any way be construed as
| egal i zi ng henp, legalizing marijuana, or |essening any of
the laws already on the books concerning the grow ng,
possession, or use, of a henp, or marijuana product. I t
doesn't do any of that. Correct?"

"It does not change any of those |aws."

"Thank you very nuch. M. Speaker, even though it's
somewhat noisy in here I'd like to speak to the Bill, if |
m ght . The... Ladies and CGentlenen of the House, | have
great respect, as do all of you, for the Illinois Drug

Education Alliance. And that respect is not dimnished by
the fact that | don't agree with their position on this
Bill, however, | do take offense at what they inplied at
one of the conmttee neetings. And that is that the
Sponsors of this Bill were sonehow fronts for the drug

industry. Now, if you'll take a I|ook at Representative

11
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Lawfer, and if you know Senator Bow es, | don't believe
that anybody in their wldest dreans could imgine Ron
Lawfer and Evelyn Bowes being fronts for the marijuana
i ndustry. Now, there may be one or two characters on this
floor that mght nore adequately fit that definition, but
these are two of the nost outstanding Menbers of the
II'linois CGeneral Assenbly, and | resented that inplication.

And furthernore, they went on to inply that anybody who

woul d support this mght be of questionable character, at

best, uni nforned. Now, that is over the top, that is not
necessary. The overkill fromIDEA on this has not been
necessary, nor helpful, it has bordered on the hysteri a.
This Bill, as the Sponsor <clearly indicated, does not

| egalize henp, it does not |egalize marijuana, it does not
encourage the use of either product. It does not dimnish
any of the nunerous | aws already on the books regarding the
regulation of marijuana or henp that may contain the
hal | uci nogenic, THC. But let ne tell you what the Bill
does. I t aut hori zes a study under very controlled
conditions to see if the soil and climate in Illinois m ght
be conducive to the growing of industrial henp. Now, what
| find amazi ng about the contradiction here, it is illegal
to currently grow henp unless it 1is done under the
controlled conditions that this Bill would set up. It is
illegal to grow henp in the United States, but it's
perfectly legal to inport it. And in 1996 we inported
alnmost a mllion and a half dollars worth of henp products.
The world market for industrial henp consists of 25
t housand pr oduct s, 25 t housand products i ncl udi ng
autonotive, furniture, food, paper, construction materials,
and personal hygiene. A hundred and thirteen thousand tons

of industrial henp were produced in 1996. In  many

12
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countries it is a viable cash crop. And all the Sponsor is
attenpting to do, under tightly controlled conditions, is
to do research by one of the world class institutions, the
University of Illinois, and | believe Southern Illinois
University, to see whether this could be a viable cash crop
in the State of Illinois. It doesn't do anything to
| egal i ze the use or encourage the use, that's over the top
hysteri a. If you wanted to <carry that hysteria to its
illogical end, | suppose you could say that we should ban
field corn because an old wive's tale said, if you took the
silk, the <corn silk off an ear of corn, dried it out
sonehow, went behind the barn and snoked it, you m ght get
a buzz. Well, many of us who grew up on the farmtried
that, and the only thing that happened to nme is | burned up
nmy basebal |l hat which at the tine | suppose was about as
much of a buzz as | wanted. You know, the agricultural
industry in this state is at a crisis. | suppose many of
these argunents were made when research was bei ng done on
t he peanut, research was being done on soybean oil. I
remenber sonme things about the jojoba bean that's being
grown in the Western United States, you know, now it's in
shanpoo and soap. For heaven's sakes, if the agricultural
econony of this state continues its decline, don't vyou
think for one second it won't inpact those of you who live
in the urbanized areas. Wen farners don't buy trucks,
don't buy cars, don't buy agricultural inplenents, UAW
workers are laid off all over this state, and the econony
will suffer. This Bill is a well-reasoned piece of
commonsense |l egislation to see whether or not there is a
crop that can add to the agricultural econony in this
state. It is to be conducted wunder tightly controlled

condi ti ons. It doesn't legalize the wuse of henp. It

13
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doesn't legalize the use of marijuana. And if you are
found wth that in your possession even when this... if,
when this Bill hopefully becones law, if you are hauling

those products around in your pocket, you will be subject
to all the laws and the prosecution that the state can
bring to bear on you. So it doesn't |essen any of our
current laws on the wuse of nmarijuana, whatsoever. I t
sinply is trying to decide whether the climate in Illinois,
and the soil conditions in Illinois, is conducive to a crop
that Illinois farners can narket, not only wthin the state
or the country, but perhaps export to foreign countries.
And one of the things | learned at NCSL in Chicago, there
was an exhibit there... there's a store inthe Gty of
Chicago, in Representative Erwin's district, that sells
hundreds of products made from henp, there were sneakers,
there were clothes, there were belts, you know, this m ght
have a viable use as a cash crop in lllinois. | would

urge, in spite of all the hysteria and over-the-top mai

you've received, that's all this Bill does. Let's give it
atry. |If the research shows it isn't viable, it goes
away. There is no wulterior notive here. And | again,

resent the fact that any entity in this state would cast
any aspersions on the character of the Sponsors of this
pi ece of legislation. | would urge an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Parke: "Representative, |1've received correspondence on this
| egi sl ation that confuses nme. Now, your Bill is sinply for
a study. Isn't that correct?”

Lawfer: "That's correct."”

Parke: "I've been told that this plant that wultimately, if it

14
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cones about grown in Illinois, can be used for the purpose
of drugs. |Is that correct?"

Lawfer: "I'm sorry, I did not hear your question

Par ke:

Lawf er :

Par ke:

Speaker

Par ke:

Lawf er :

Representative."

"Can this plant, the variety of plant that you want
ultimately to be grown in Illinois by our farners, can any
part of this be wused for drugs, to be used for illegal
means?"

"Well, I'"'mnot an expert on that, but when you're tal king
marijuana, that's | think wused for drug use anywhere
between 5 and 15% THC, and we're defining industrial henp
as having a THC of below .3% | think it'd be very
unlikely that it wuld be very suitable for drug use.
Hopeful Iy, through these studies that we can reduce the THC
bel ow that |evel."

"M . Speaker, I'msorry | could not hear his answer. |t
is way too noisy."

Madi gan: "Ladies and CGentlenen, if everybody could give

their attention to M. Parke and M. Lawfer, please. M.

Par ke. "
"M. Lawfer, could you answer ny question one nore tine?
l"msorry."

"Ckay. You asked whether industrial henp could be used
for drug purposes. My understanding is, marijuana is
anywhere from5 to 15% THC, and of course, it's derived
mainly fromthe | eaves of that plant. Industrial henp that
would be grown probably in Illinois wuld be used for
fiber. It would be very tall. It'd be planted very mnuch
simlar to how farners plant wheat. It would probably grow
14 feet high, have very few |eaves. W also in this

| egi slation define industrial henp of having a THC of bel ow

.3% So, if you're to utilize the drug of that, it would
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require... well, 1 don't think it'd be practical, and it
woul d require huge quantities of it, and that... | don't

Par ke:

Lawf er :

see how it could. And of course, part of the study would
be to see whether we could develop varieties that would
have even a lower THC than .3. It's very possible that,
t hrough pl ant breeding, we could develop industrial henp to

have a THC of 0."

"Well, I've received correspondence from a nunber of
antidrug associations. Wiy are they... they would know
this information, right? | nean, I'msure that these are

very sophisticated people. Wiy are they so concerned about
letting your Bill even pass? Wuat is their objection to

this, if they know that it really does not provide anything

noti ceable for drug use, illegal drug use? What's their
pr obl enf"

"Representative Parke, | wsh | could answer that,
because | have sat in several neetings with them They've

al so been in neetings wwth themfrom Farm Bureau nenbers
and to explain this, what | just explained to you to them
but on the other hand, they have taken their efforts to
oppose this Bill. But, on the other hand, | think what...
l"'mnot aware of anybody that is in the agriculture
i ndustry opposing this Bill. And I'mnot sure that these
i ndividuals understand how inportant agriculture, t he
econony of agriculture is inportant to the state. And this
Bill was brought to ne by farnmers in ny area as a
Representative, |like you, we represent our areas. And

brought this legislation down here, started on it two or
three years ago at the urging of farnmers that had been to
Canada, farnmers in the State of Illinois that had been to
Canada and seen it grown up there and said, why can't we do

it inlllinois? And this Bill answers that and provides
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for a study to be done in Illinois."
Parke: "So in essence, what we're saying is that you' re doing

Lawf er :

Par ke:

Lawf er :

Par ke:

Speaker

Lawf er :

this because the farnmers in your legislative district need
this as an alternative crop, and that it has an econom c
value to job creation in the State of Il1inois?"

"That is one possibility. But that study will bring this
out, whether it will be econom cal, whether it can be used
in rotation wth other crops. And basically, we're on a
corn and soybean rotation now | think that agriculture is
realizing that it needs another crop to fit into that
rotation, not only for environnmental purposes, but also for
soil erosion and that type of thing."

"Thank you. One last question, Representative. What
organi zati ons support your Bill? \Wat organizations are in

support of yours?"

"This has very strong support of the Illinois Farm
Bur eau. It's been in their resolution for the last three
years to explore industrial henp in the State of Illinois.

It al so has the support of, not only of local farmers in ny
area, but also there's several farm organizations, farm
cooperatives in the State of Illinois, minly in Central
II'linois, that are | ooking to invest in industry that would
be able to process industrial henp as well as market it."
"Thank you. M. Speaker, | amdone with nmy discussion
with the Representative but | wuld like the Body to
recogni ze former State Representative, Don Totten, who is
on the floor. Don, Don, say hello to everybody. For mer
State Representative, Don Totten. Thank you, M. Speaker."
Madi gan: "M . Lawfer."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | appreciate all the support
that |'ve heard fromthe Bill in this regard. And, it does
have... This is bringing Illinois up and puts them in the
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forefront so that other states cannot get ahead in the
study of industrial henp. It has the support, like I said,
of the Farm Bureau, | ot of support of agriculture industry.

And | would ask for a 'yes' vote."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. Those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted

who w sh? Have all voted who wish? This Bill requires 71
votes for immedi ate passage. Anybody out there with a big
heart for M. Lawfer? Have all voted who wish? The Cerk

shall take the record. On this question, there are 69

‘ayes', and 45 'noes'. And the Chair recognizes, M.
Lawfer."
Lawfer: "M. Speaker, 1'd like to put this on Post poned

Consi deration."
Speaker Madi gan: "Put the Bill on the Oder of Postponed
Consi deration. The Chair recognizes, M. Daniels. The

Chair recognizes, M. Tom Johnson. M. Johnson."

Johnson, Tom "Yes, M. Speaker. Just for purposes of an
announcenent . The Prison Mnagenent Reform Conmmttee
schedul ed for tonorrow will be postponed. W'IIl reschedule
it at sone later date. It will not neet tonorrow "

Speaker Madi gan: "Thank you, M. Johnson. WM. Daniels."”

Leader Daniels: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen
of the House. Could we call House Resol ution 924?"

Speaker Madi gan: "M. derk, House Resolution 924, by M.
Daniels. M. Daniels."

Clerk Bolin: "House Resol ution 924."

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON 924

18


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
129t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 28, 2000
VWHEREAS, The nmenbers of the Illinois House of Representatives
offer our sincere congratulations to the 2000 York Community Hi gh

School Boy's Track Team and Coach Joe Newton on winning the d ass

AA State Chanpionship Title on May 27, 2000; and

WHEREAS, this singular acconplishnent caps a renarkabl e season
that included a West Suburban Conference Title, the establishnent
of several new school speed records, and the York Duke's 246th
Conference Title in nore than 40 years of outstandi ng conpetition

and

VWHEREAS, senior Donald Sage won both the 3,200 neters and the
1,600 neters, marking the first time a Cass AA runner has won the
di stance doubl e back-to-back, and setting a new national record in

the 3,200 and a new school record in the 1,600; and

WHEREAS, Team nenbers Pete G oni, John Janulis, Adam Pal unbo,
Donald Sage, Terre Mastrino, Adam Roche, Peter Stasiulis, Dan
Sl oan, Ben Wallick, Neal WIlson, Tim Hobbs, Mutt Kiefer, M ke
Gassman, Joe Fisher, John Casey, Bobby Gunnells, WIIl Gosse, CGus
Mal echa, Chris Bishof, Tony D C anni, Dan Dziubski, Rob Harley,
and Kevin Lawence are determ ned and superb athletes dedicated to

their sport; and

VWHEREAS, these team nenbers brought Coach Joe Newton his first
state track chanpionship title and the first for York since 1939,
| eadi ng the Dukes to achieve a state title in both track and cross
country conpetition in the same year, a truly remar kabl e

achi evenent; and

WHEREAS, we recognize the hard work and dedication of
| egendary Coach Joe Newton, and Assistant Coaches Stan Reddel,

Charlie Kern, Tom Newt on, Tom LaRocca and Vito Purpura; and

VWHEREAS, these outstanding young athl etes have been a source
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of great pride and honor to the school and to the entire

community; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- FI RST
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that we offer our
congratulations to Coach Joe Newton and the Duke teamon their

State Chanpionship Title; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to Coach Joe Newton, and the Assistant Coaches, and the Team
menbers. "

Leader Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House.
It is indeed ny pleasure to introduce to you the York High
School Track Chanpionship Team from El mhurst, Illinois. |If
the boys in the gallery could stand up fromthe track team
York High School. Could we give thema round of appl ause?
They were also represented by a runner by the nanme of
Donal d Sage, who as the Resolution said, set a new national
record in the 3200 and a new school record in the 1600
race. Donald Sage is now running at Stanford and is unable
to join us today, but we do want to congratulate this fine
t eam It's only fitting that this be the first of four
Resol utions that you're going to hear today because this
was the first state chanpionship track win for Coach Joe
Newt on, who you're going to hear about in a few nonents.
Let nme introduce to you, Coach Joe Newton of York High
School . "

Coach Joe Newton: "Thank you very nmuch. 1'mgoing to introduce
nmy three assistant coaches in track and field and just have
them step out here in the aisle. First is Stan Reddle.
Come out here, Stan, please. Second is, Tom LaRocca. Tom
right here. And thirdis ny son, Thomas Newton, right

here, the big guy. Thank you very nmuch."
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Leader Daniels: "M. Speaker, it's ny honor and privilege to ask
for the passage of House Resol ution 924, honoring the great

York Hi gh School Track Team and their state chanpionship

victory; and the coaches as well. Mve for the adoption,
Sir."
Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves for the adoption of the

Resol ution. Representative Feigenholtz, are you seeking

recogni tion?"

Fei genholtz: "Thank you, M. Speaker. 1'd |like to announce that
the Human Services Commttee wll not be neeting this
afternoon.”

Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard that announcenent. Back to

the question, those in favor of the adoption of the
Resol ution say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes
have it. The Resolution is adopted. M. Daniels, is there
a further Resolution?"

Leader Daniels: "Yes, M. Speaker, | ask that you call House
Resol ution 923, honoring York H gh School Boys' Cross
Country Team who just won the Boys' Cross Country
Chanpi onshi p. House Resol ution 923."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cderk, Resolution 923."

Clerk Bolin: "House Resolution 923."

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON 923

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois House of Representatives
offer our sincere congratulations to the 2000 York Community Hi gh
School Boy's Cross Country Team and Coach Joe Newton on W nning
the Class AA State Chanpionship Title in Peoria on Novenber 4,
2000; and

VWHEREAS, this achievenent marks an unprecedented 21st State

Championship Title for the Dukes, with team nenbers scoring 126
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poi nts despite battling injuries all season; and

WHEREAS, Coach Joe Newton, one of the nost successful cross
country and track coaches in history, has conpleted his 45th year
at York Comunity H gh School and wll again postpone his
retirement to | ead the Dukes next season in pursuit of a 22nd

state title; and

VWHEREAS, this year's teamvictory is indeed special because it
is shared with the Lady Dukes, who have achieved their first state
Class AA title, marking the first tine in state history that a
school's boys and girls teans have won chanpi onships in the sane

year; and

VWHEREAS, Team nenbers Peter Stasiulis, Adam Roche, Jay
McG ane, Tim Hobbs, John Baez, Tony Di Ganni, Mchael Palunbo,
M chael Baier, Collin Bourdage, Mchael Corry, Al bert D anond,
Keith Eadon, Antonio Fasano, Vince Fasano, Todd Jones, Jordan
Kapi tanoff, David Kikuchi, Adam Manta, Sebby WMathew, Dani el
McAndrew, and WMatt Montgonery have denonstrated extraordinary
determ nation and commtnent in their quest to retain the State

title for York; and

VWHEREAS, we recognize the efforts of |egendary Coach Joe
Newt on and Assi stant Coaches Charlie Kern and Vito Purpura, whose
| eadership has inspired these young athletes to excel to record

| evel s; and

WHEREAS, this chanpionship title is a source of great pride to
the school and the entire community, building upon one of the

nation's top athletic prograns; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- FI RST
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we do hereby offer

our congratul ations to Coach Joe Newton and the Duke Team on their
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21st State Chanpionship Title; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented

to Coach Joe Newton, Assistant Coaches and Team Menbers."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Daniels.™

Leader Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House.
You' ve just passed House Resol ution 924, now you're hearing
House Resolution 923. House Resol ution 923 honors the York
Hi gh School Cross Country Team This is their 21st state
chanpi onship, an incredible feat by an incredi ble group of
young men led by an incredible coach. | want to
reintroduce to you again, Coach Joe Newton, on his 21st
chanpi onship in cross country in the State of Illinois."

Coach Newton: "Thank you very much. It's indeed an honor for ne
and | have one assistant coach in cross country who did a
marvelous job for us. 1'd like you to welconme M. Charlie
Kern, right here. Charlie, conme on out. Thanks to you and
thanks to all the nmen. Thank you."

Leader Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,
would you please join nme in congratulating the Year 2000
Boys' Cross Country State Chanpionship Team on the high
school's 21st state chanpionship. GCentlenen. M. Speaker

| nove for the adoption of House Resolution 923."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman has noved for the adoption of
Resol ution 923. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed
say 'no'. The '"ayes' have it. The Resol ution is adopt ed.

M. Daniels, are there further Resol utions?"

Leader Daniels: "Yes Sir, there are. Yes Sir, | would ask that
you call House Resolution 921."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, Resolution 921. M. Dan..."

Clerk Bolin: "House Resol ution 921."

HOUSE RESCOLUTI ON 921
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VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois House of Representatives
of fer our sincere congratulations to the 2000 York Community Hi gh

School Grls Cross Country Team and Coach Larry Bassett on their

first State Chanpionship title; and

VWHEREAS, the Lady Dukes won the Class AA Team Chanpionship
with 82 points, capping an undefeated season with the aid of two
Al -State runners, Kara Henry and Maria G cero, who won the C ass

AA individual title; and

WHEREAS, Coach Larry Bassett in his 21st year, has led the
Lady Dukes to the State Finals 17 tines, a Cass AA drls State
record, earning 11 consecutive top 10 finishes, including a second

pl ace show ng in 1999; and

VWHEREAS, Team nenbers Maria Cicero, Kara Henry, Allison

Billhardt, Kelly Forst, Kelly O Neil, Shannon Tucker, Hillary
Pal unbo, Erin Fitzgerald, Jame Virzi, Justine Parker, Vanessa
Pfafflin, Lauren Dick, Emly Jones, Christine Kotarba, and

Christina LeDonne, have denonstrated extraordinary determ nation
and commtnent in their quest to be the best runners in the State;

and

WHEREAS, we recognize the hard work and dedi cation of Coach
Larry Bassett and Assistant Coaches Wendy | hns and Lisa Sinon, to

continue the wnning tradition at York; and

WHEREAS, the Lady Dukes, who were ranked Nunber 1 all season,
worked together as a team to achieve their goal as State

Chanpi ons; and

VWHEREAS, we recogni ze that this victory is also shared by
famlies, friends, the El mhurst community and the entire student
body of York Community Hi gh School, who have supported the team

all season; therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- FI RST
CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we do hereby offer
our congratul ations to Coach Larry Bassett and the Lady Dukes for

maki ng school history by wnning their first State Chanpi onship
Class AAtitle in Peoria on Novenber 4, 2000; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented
to Coach Larry Bassett, the Assistant Coaches and Team Menbers."
Leader Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House.

You've heard the Resolutions honoring the York H gh School
Boys' Track Team the York Hi gh School Boys' Cross Country
Team Now, you've heard a Resolution honoring the York
Hi gh School Grls' Cross Country Team who perforned in an
excellent capacity on Novenber 4th wnning the state
chanpi onshi p. The first tine in the state's history, of
the State of Illinois, that both the girls' team and the
boys' team have won from the sane school ever in the
hi story of the State of Illinois. | present to you an
outstanding coach, a wonderful Ileader, a man who has
performed so excellently, not only on behalf of a state and
the Gty of El mhurst and York Hi gh School, but on behal f of
his girl runners | want to introduce to you, Coach Larry
Bassett on his first state chanpionship of which I'm sure
is the first of many. Coach Bassett."

Coach Bassett: "Thank you very much. | appreciate it very nuch.
Thank you. And ny assistant coach now who is a big part of
the team al so, Coach Wendy Heinz."

Leader Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,
these two coaches led this historic teamto their victory
to join the boys' cross country team | amso proud, so
very proud, to introduce to you the Year 2000 State High
School Grls' Cross Country Team Chanpions in the State of

II'linois, Lady Dukes. M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of
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t he House, | nove for the adoption of House Resol ution 921.

Move for the adoption, Sir."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves for the adoption of House
Resol ution 921. Those in favor signify by saying 'yes';
t hose opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The

Resolution is adopted. M. Daniels, Resolution 922."
Leader Daniels: "Yes Sir. | call House Resol ution 922."

Clerk Bolin: "House Resol ution 922."

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON 922

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois House of Representatives
of fer our sincere congratulations to Maria Ccero on wnning the
Class AA Coss Country Individual Title in Peoria on Novenber 4,
2000; and

VWHEREAS, Maria Cicero's record setting run, wth a time of

13: 49, was six seconds faster than the one year old mark; and

WHEREAS, Maria Cicero's performance helped this season's
undef eat ed Lady Duke Team win their first Cass AA State
Chanmpi onship Title, maki ng Novenber 4th 'one of the greatest days'
in girls cross country team history at York Community Hi gh School

and

WHEREAS, Maria Cicero, who recei ved Al -State Honor s,
w thstood, together wth her teammates, the pressure of a nunber
one ranking all season to achieve their goal of a State

chanpi onship title; and

VWHEREAS, Maria Cicero, whose quiet determ nation, drive for
excel l ence, and | evel of endurance, serves as an inspiration to us

all: and

VWHEREAS, Maria Cicero's victory, together with the girls cross
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country teamtitle and the boys cross country team title, swept

the State finals, a first in Cass AA history; and

VHEREAS, we wi sh senior Maria G cero, a dedicated athlete and

schol ar, much success in the future; therefore be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- FI RST
CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we do hereby offer
our congratulations to Maria G cero on wnning the Cass AA Cross

Country Individual Title; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be presented

to Maria G cero.”
Leader Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,
you have now heard House Resolution 922. Anongst all of
t hese honored chanpions that are sitting in the Speaker's
Gallery, once again, one person has conme out in the
forefront as the 'true chanpion' of chanpions. This young
|lady, Maria G cero, | have watched grow up since grade
school and now t hrough hi gh school, where she is a senior
at York Hi gh School in Elnmhurst, Illinois. Believe it or
not, and listen to this, she ran this course in Peoria,
I1linois, the cross-country course for wonen athletes, in
the tinme of 13 m nutes and 49 seconds. This is the fastest

time in the history of any woman runner in the history of

the State of Illinois. Ladies and GCentlenen, please
congratul ate Mari a G cero, our state chanpi on.
Congratul ations, Maria. M. Speaker, |I'd nove for the
adoption of House Resolution 922. And in so doing, | also

want to recognize the Principal of El mhurst Conmunity High
School, York H gh School, Linda Yonke. Principal Yonke.
And our Athletic Director, Craig Davel i s. Crai g.
Congratul ations. And while we're waiting here, | also want

to introduce to you, the parents of all these outstanding
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athletes; they're in the gallery. Wuld they please stand
up so we could say, congratulations to the parents. Thank

you for your indul gence, M. Speaker. | nove for the

adoption of House Resol ution 922 honoring Maria C cero."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the adoption of the
Resol ution. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no' . The 'ayes' have it. The Resol ution is adopted.

Representative Zickus."

Zi ckus: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise on a point of personal
privil ege. I'd like to introduce to you today, Herb
Shuman, who's the President of the Northeastern 1Illinois

Plan Comm ssion, as well as the Cook County Conm ssi oner,
and ny own conmmitteeman. Please give hima big Springfield
wel cone. Thank you, Herb."

Speaker Madigan: "On page 3 of the Calendar, on the Oder of
Senate Bills-Second Reading, there appears Senate Bil
1899. M. Novak. M. Novak."

Novak: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Inquiry of the chair? Do we
have to... |Is there a Senate Amendnent or is there
Amendnent #1 that we have to table?"

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, what is the status of the Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1899 has been read a second tine,
previously. Anmendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No
Motions have been filed to table that Amendnent."

Novak: "M . Speaker, can | just pull this out of the record for a
m nute? For one mnute? Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "Take this Bill out of the record. Senate Bil
1477. M. Fower. M. Cerk, what is the status of Senate

Bill 1477?"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1477 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. No Commttee  Amendnents. No Fl oor
Amendnent s. "
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Speaker Madigan: "Put the Bill on the Order of Third Readi ng, and
read the Bill for a third tine."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1477, a Bill for an Act anending the
Shawneet own Regional Port District Act. Third Readi ng of
this Senate Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Fower."

Fowl er: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wiat this Bill does, it takes
a... adds a new Section to the law. It takes it froman
i nappropriate place in the statutes, places it in an
appropriate place wthin those sane statutes. And it
brings it in line with the other port authorities of
simlar size to the Shawneetown Port Authority.”

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. The Chair recognizes M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, the fee language in the Bill, is that
just a carry on of fees that are already on the books, or

are you establishing the fee structure for this port

district?"
Fow er: "Representative Black, the Section that we're adding
here, 7.1, is already in another place in the statutes. It

reads the sane as this does. So, it's not establishing any
f ees. Again, all it is doing is bringing it froman
i nappropriate place within the statutes to an appropriate

place. But it does not establish any fees. No, Sir."

Black: "All right. One of the questions that staff brought up
when we first |ooked at this Bill late |ast spring was, it
appears the way the Bill is drafted that any fees |evied

woul d al so be levied on pleasure boats, and that seens to

me to be different then what npbst of us are used to. s
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Fowl er:

Bl ack:

Fowl er:
Bl ack:

Fowl er:

Bl ack:

Fowl er:

Bl ack:

there sone reason why the fee structure, if one is enacted,
m ght be | evied agai nst pleasure boats rather than barges,
or boats of commerce?"

"It's my wunderstanding, Representative, that it would
apply to any craft that would be using those facilities."”

"Is the facility in question a river or any body of water
within this Shawnee port district?"

"It's the Chio River."

"Now, what if | choose to get out there and be on the Ohio
side of the river, is that possible for me to do that? O,
in other words, where's the boundary? Bring ne up to date
on geography. Where does the Chio River run in relation to
t he Shawnee port district? Can | get out in the mddle of
the river and be in another state's jurisdiction?"

“I''"'m not sure of the exact boundaries as far as how far
it protrudes out into the river. Is that what you're
aski ng?"

"Well, yeah. Because |I... If you can do that, then | see
a potential problemw th the neighboring state. And as |
recall, | think we got into this once with Kentucky, down
in the Paducah area, that we levied a fee and they didn't
so they'd always say, well I'mon the Kentucky side |I'm not
on the Illinois side. | just wonder if we're creating the
sanme kind of potential for di sagr eenent W th this
| egi sl ation."

"No. Again, it's ny understanding with this Bill that it
only applies to that area within the port authority there
on the river, but again, | don't know how far out into the
river that it extends."

"Ckay. Wuld any fee that is enacted under this only be
applied to a watercraft registered or licensed in the State

of Illinois? O any watercraft using that portion of the
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Ohio River regardless of the state of registration or
i cense?"

Fower: "It would apply to any craft regardl ess of the state of
regi stration.”

Black: "That's interesting. Have you asked any state's attorney
or the AGs Ofice? Can we, in fact, levy a fee on a
public waterway on a boat not |icensed or registered by the
State of Illinois?"

Fower: "Well, it wouldn't apply to those just passing through,
going up or down the river, but it wuld only apply to
those that pull in and actually use the facilities of the
port authority."

Bl ack: "And those facilities would be what, marina, fuel, oil,
provisions? |Is that the idea?"

Fower: "That's correct."”

Black: "And that facility 1is already constructed? You' re not
| ooking for a financing neans to construct the facility,
the facility is already there?"

Fower: "No, Sir. No, we're not."

Black: "All right."

Fower: "That facility has been in existence for several years.
"' mnot sure what year it was established.”

Black: "All right. Representative, | thank you very nuch for
your answers. Again, | know many of us are out of practice
on being on the floor and | ooking at our |aptops, and what
have you. This is a very interesting Bill. And | would
caution Menbers on both sides of the aisle to ook at it
very carefully, Ilisten very carefully to the speaker.
There is sonme |anguage in here that some of you may not
l'i ke, but the Gentleman is known for representing his area
very well. And | do appreciate your forthright answers to

t he questions.™

31


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

129t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 28, 2000

Speaker Madi gan: "Representative Silva."

Silva: "On Senate Bill 1397, | was away fromny seat, and it was
my intent to vote 'no'. | would like the record to refl ect
that."

Speaker Madigan: "Let the record reflect the Lady's request. And
on Senate Bill 1477, the Chair recognizes M. Cross."

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Before the Sponsor would yield,
|'d appreciate it. But, inquiry of the Chair, does this
Bill require 71 votes for passage?"

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk. The answer is 'yes', 71 votes."

Cross: "All right. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cross.”

Cross: "WII the Sponsor vyield? Can | still ask questions?
Representative, are there other... and nmaybe Representative
Bl ack asked you these questions and his... it's a little
noisy in here... Are there other port districts that have
simlar fees or charges? |I'm sorry, | didn't hear the
answer . "

Fow er: "Representative, | don't knowif it's the acoustics in
here or ny advancing age, but | did not hear your
guestion."

Cross: "Are there other port districts that have enacted or

i nposed simlar rentals, charges, and fees?"

Fowl er: "Yes, that's correct."”
Cross: "Do you know which ones they are?"
Fower: "No, Sir, | don't. | understand there's about six or

seven very simlar to this Shawneetown Port Authority.”
Cross: "Representative, let nme ask you a procedural question for
a second. O may | ask a procedural question? At one
point earlier in the process, you had this Bill sent to
Rul es, and then, obviously, you've had this Bill taken out

of Rules or discharged fromRules. |Is there a reason why
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Fowl er:

Cr oss:

Fowl er:

Cr oss:

Fowl er:

Cr oss:

Fowl er:

Cr oss:

Fowl er:

you put it into Rul es?"

"Yes, Sir. At the tine | was wanting the opportunity to
talk with the attorney representing the port authority, and
| had not been able to do so. So, | asked that it not be
called at that tine."

"You were trying to help the attorney for the port
district authority?"

"No, Sir. | needed to talk to him to get somne
clarification on the change there."

"All right. So, he's nowin favor... The attorney for the
port district authority is nowin favor of it?"

"Yes, Sir. | talked with himyesterday on that to get
the final clarification onit."

"All right. | guess the concern on this side of the
aisle, and | would hope that it would be the concern on
your side of the aisle, why wuld the fees be Ilevied
agai nst pleasure boats? Wiy do you want to do... charge
pl easure boats this fee?"

"Wel | again, Representative, it's ny understanding that
it would be any craft that was using the facility of the
port authority."

"Well certainly, there's a distinction between boats on
the authority's water that are... those of... used for
pl easure versus those used for coomerce. And it seens a
l[ittle unclear why you would want to charge pl easure boats.
What's the rationale behind charging the pleasure boats?
Those people that are just out for aride on their boats,
whet her out for the Sunday afternoon, or out skiing, or out
what ever the case may be?"

"Well, as | stated to Representative Black earlier, boats
going up and down through there... passing through that,

there would be no fees. But it would only be if they used
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the facilities of the port authority.”
Cross: "And as | look at the |anguage here, the fees are yet to

be determned. Is that correct? VWhatever in the best

interests of the port authority?"

Fower: "lI'msorry, | couldn't understand that."

Cross: "The fees are determned by the nmenbers of the port
authority. |Is that correct?"

Fower: "That's correct."”

Cross: "So, we don't have any idea what fees there are going to

be inposed if we vote on this Bill today. They could be a
t housand dol | ars per vessel. They could be $10 per vessel.
Is that correct?"

Fower: "It would go back to the local control by those on a port

authority. Yes, Sir."

Cross: "But the answer is, they could be... the fee <could be..
There's no maximum or no |imt on the fees that can be
charged. 1Is that correct?"

Fow er: "That would be up to the port authority. Yes, Sir."

Cross: "So, the answer is yes, there could be any fee charged?"

Fow er: "Yes."

Cross: "All right. | don't have any other questions."

Speaker Madigan: "Is there any further discussion? There being
no further discussion, the Chair recognizes M. Fower to
close. M. Fower."

Fow er: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | would just urge a 'yea' vote

on Senate Bill 1477. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. Those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wish? The dderk shall take the record. On this

gquestion, there are 55 '"ayes', and 56 'noes'. M. Fow er,
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did you wish to put the Bill on the Oder of Postponed
Consi der ati on?"

Fow er: "Yes. Yes, M. Speaker, 1'd like to put it on Postponed
Consi deration. "

Speaker Madigan: "M. dderk, put the Bill on the Oder of
Post poned Consideration. M. COerk, what is the status of
Senate Bill 1899?"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1899 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. Amendnment  #1 was adopted in conmmttee. A
Motion has been filed by Representative Novak to table
Comm ttee Anendnent #1."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Novak on the Mdtion. M. Novak."

Novak: "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the
House. | nove that we table Amendnent #1 to Senate Bil
1899."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves to table Anmendnent#1.
Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The
"ayes' have it. The Motion is adopted. And the Anmendnent
is tabled. Are there any further Amendnents?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents have been approved by the
Rules Commttee."

Speaker Madigan: "Put this Bill on the Order of Third Readi ng and

read it for a third tine."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1899, a Bill for an Act concerning
electric wutility taxes. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Novak."

Novak: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Bill now becones exactly as
it came fromthe Senate. Wat this Bill attenpts to do is
rectify a small problem but apparently, a snall problem

that has trenmendous financial magnitude to the utilities in

[lIlinois to the tune of about $12 mllion in double
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Cr oss:

Speaker

Cr oss:

Novak:

Cr oss:

Novak:

taxation. \When we passed the Deregul ation Law in 1997 that
went into effect in January of 1998, we repeal ed the Public

Utilities Revenue Tax and then replaced it wwth an excise
t ax. That was all agreed to. And that was our way to
equal i ze the consunption and tax distribution throughout
the State of Illinois. But unbeknownst to us, there was
anot her Act called the Electric Supplier Act, and there was
a .08%gross revenue tax applicable to the wutilities, the
i ncunbent utilities in the State of |Illinois, that
continued to be levied. So what this Bill essentially does
iIs corrects a double taxation situation that occurred by an
i nadvertent oversight when we passed the 362 page Electric
Uility Deregulation Act in 1997. Be nore than happy to
entertain any questions."

Madi gan: "M . Cross."”

"Just a couple brief questions, M. Speaker. WIl the
Sponsor yiel d?"

Madi gan: " The Sponsor yields."

"Representative, there's a little confusion on our side of
the aisle with the issue of Arendnent #1. Wy did you
shell the Bill if everything was... if this is the formt
we want it in?"

"Wl |, somne sentinments have changed since then.
Senti ments have changed since then, and we decided to run
with the Bill. This Bill was held over during the sumrer
and the fall, as you recall, Tom There were sone
guestions that certain people had, and those questions have
been answered, and we're noving the Bill."

"So it's nowin the formyou want it. |It's back to where
it originally was, which is what you wanted, and we're
ready to nove it forward?"

"Correct. It isin the exact formas it cane from the
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Senate back in the spring.”
Cross: "It just seenms a little unusual to see a Bill get shelled
in the Revenue Commttee, Representative. We're just
puzzl ed by that."

Novak: "Well, I've been around for a few years. 1|'ve seen a |ot

of Bills shelled around here."

Cross: "Al right. So the same people... there are groups that
were for the Bill inits original formare still in favor
of it. [Is that your understandi ng?"

Novak: "Yes."

Cross: "All right. Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."

Parke: "Representative, what groups are for this Bill?"

Novak: "Pardon me, M. Parke?"

Par ke: "What groups are for the Bill now?"

Novak: " Ckay. The Illinois Energy Associ ati on which represents,
as you well know, all the utilities in Illinois such as
Commonweal th Edison, |Illinois Power, Ameren UE, Anmeren
Cl PS. The Gty of Chicago supports the Bill. And the
Power Alliance Consortium | think that represents suburbs
outside of the Gty of Chicago, also supports the Bill."

Par ke: "Who opposes this Bill?"

Novak: "As | understand it, there are no known opponents on ny
analysis sheet. And the Departnent of Revenue and the
I'l1inois Commrerce Comm ssion are neutral."

Par ke: "Thank you very nuch, Representative."

Novak: "Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "Is there any further discussion? M. Novak to
cl ose.”
Novak: "Yes, M. Speaker. | ask for an 'aye' vote. Thank you,
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Sir."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. Those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? The Cerk shal

take the record. On this question, there are 113 people
voting 'yes', 1 person voting 'no'. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. M. MCarthy on House Bill 4738. M. derk, what

is the status of House Bill 4738?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4738 was read a second tine, previously.
Amendnent #1 has been adopted to the Bill. No Mdtions have
been filed. No further Floor Amendnents approved for

consideration. The notes that were requested on the Bil
have been filed."

Speaker Madigan: "Put the Bill on the Oder of Third Readi ng.
And read the Bill for a third tinme."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4738, a Bill for an Act concerning
taxes. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "M. MCarthy."

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the
House. House Bill 4738 we discussed at great Ilength the
|ast day of the first week of Veto Session. It basically
is a nechanismthat will allow the property taxpayers who
were |eft out of the original rebate programto use a form
that will be devel oped by the Departnent of Revenue in
order to participate in the rebate program Al of the
limts that were under House Bill 3876, which we passed
back in April, limting it to 5%of the property taxes paid
in 1999 with a maxinmum of $300, would hold true for this
Bill as well as they did for 3876. The Bill does sinply

three or four things: first of all, it mandates the
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Depart ment of Revenue to produce the application form for
those taxpayers who weren't covered under the original
rebate; second, it mandates that they begin accepting the
forms from January 1st of 2001 '"til the final postmark date
will be March 1st of 2001. So, it's kind of a tight frane,
but | think it has to be in order to nmake this Bill
meani ngful. Then it gives the departnent a 30-day period
in order to certify the eligibility of the individuals who
have requested the rebate. And finally, it authorizes the
Comptroller to mail the rebates out by May 1st of next
year. W did anend the Bill on the floor before the fiscal

not es were added. And we did that basically for two

reasons. One was to make it, you know, ironclad clear that

this was for |Illinois residents only, because it did say
their principal residence. So, we added the word
"I'llinois" in there to mnake sure it was their principal

II'linois residence. And the other thing was to allow the
appropriation of t he $24 mllion from the Tobacco
Settl enment Recovery Fund to go to the Honeowners Tax Reli ef
Fund. So, | appreciated the anount of discussion we had on
this Bill before the fiscal notes were added. They have
been entered now by the different departnents requested.
And | woul d appreciate an 'aye' vote on the House Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. The Chair recognizes M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "The Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, this is a very interesting Bill, a
concept that's hard to stand in opposition to, but | think
|'"'m headed in that direction. Let ne ask you a couple of
gquesti ons. One of the problens that came up with the Bil

that was passed l|ast spring, that property tax rebate

39


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

129t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 28, 2000

funded out of the tobacco tax, was that the Internal
Revenue Service indicated that you would have to file a
Federal Incone Tax. You woul d have to claimthat rebate
check, whatever that anpunt was, on your Federal |ncone Tax
that you wll file in the spring of 2001, for the year
2000. Now, w Il this rebate check be treated in the sane
fashion, so that these people who did not file a State
Incone Tax wll get this rebate check but will have to
claimit as incone on their Federal Inconme Tax that they

will file in 2001?"

McCarthy: "Yes, it would. In fact, nost of those people are

Bl ack:

already filing a Federal Income Tax. They just don't file
a State Incone Tax form But just |like those of us who
received it during this fiscal year, will have to file it
on next year's income tax form our Federal I|nconme Tax
form Those who would receive this rebate in the 2001 year
woul d have to file it at the applicable tine for them in
the foll owm ng year."

"Thank you for pointing that out. Mght we be creating a
situation where a State of Illinois resident who does not
now pay state inconme tax because we're one of the few
states who chooses, thank goodness, not to levy our state
i ncone tax on pension inconme, they get this rebate check, |
think the average amount was indicated to be about a
hundred thirty-five, a hundred and forty dollars, sonmewhere
in there. Mght they not then have to file a state 1incone
tax? This isn't going to be pension inconme. Wuld they
perhaps then have to file a state incone tax the vyear for

whi ch they received this rebate check?"

McCarthy: "Depending on the amount of the check. [If it put them

over the mnimumlimts for filing a state incone tax then

they would be eligible to file it. Then they'd have to pay
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Bl ack:

their 3% on that. But | think that, ya know, they would
understand that they had nore incone in there, or they cane
within the eligibility requirenments, then they'd have to
file that form"

"Would it not be within the real mof reasonabl e people to
assune that since you haven't filed an Illinois Incone Tax
form in 10 years, you're retired, all you have is pension
i ncone, you don't have a tax attorney, you don't go to one
of the national tax preparers, you just know you don't have
to file an Illinois Income Tax. So, you get a hundred
twenty-five, a hundred and thirty-five dollars rebate,
whatever the case nmay be, that's fine you do with it
what ever you will, and you do not file an 1Illinois |ncone
Tax form What's to prevent the Departnment of Revenue a
year or two down the road saying, oh wait a m nute, hey you
shoul d have filed an Illinois Incone Tax. Now, for the
privilege of receiving a hundred thirty-five, a hundred
forty dollar rebate check you owe us $200 in penalties,

interest, and late filing fee?"

McCarthy: "Well, these taxpayers |like every other taxpayer in the

Bl ack:

State of Illinois who receives revenue fromany source are

eligible to file those incone tax returns. And if they did

not file themthey would be responsible for that. | think
that just Iike they would be responsible for filing this
formfor this rebate, they'll also be responsible if this

lifts them into the eligibility level for filing a state
income tax, that they would have to follow through wth
that."

"And | don't have any problemwth that. | think the
personal responsibility angle should be included in nore of
what we do. But a |lot of what we do here creates a |aw of

uni nt ended consequence. Sonebody doesn't file, they get in
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troubl e. They have late fees, penalties, interest, et
cetera, et cetera, et cetera. And you know where they

usually turn? As they did during your canpaign, they cone
to your office because they didn't get t he check
originally. And they're going to cone to your office
because all of a sudden DOR is after them And that begs
anot her question that | have. There are a nunber of
property tax exenptions available to seniors that are not
available to nme, although I'm rapidly getting to that
point. They get the extra $1,000 deduction on their
property taxes or credit. They may have a reverse
nortgage. They may have inplenented the Senior Citizen
Assessnent Freeze, and it may be in the second year or it
may be in the third year. Now, how do you figure that

r ebat e?"

McCarthy: "The rebate... \Whatever exenption freeze or exenption

Bl ack:

relief they have received, then they did not pay that
anount . This is only based on what they paid. | get a
homeowner's exenption in Cook County, so the amount of the
homeowner's exenption was not figured into ny 5%rebate
that | received during the sutmmer. Any noney you didn't

pay out, of course, you won't get a rebate on that, which

was made clear in the original Bill, 3876, and is mde
clear inthis Bill, as well."

"Wbuld there be a chance... and again, the law of
uni ntended consequence, and | have no quarrel w th what

you're attenpting to do. Mght this rebate check sonehow
confuse or delay a senior's ability to access the Circuit
Breaker Progran? And | don't know how this 1is gonna be
adm ni stered, maybe DOR is gonna see this rebate and say,
whoops, that puts you a hundred dollars over the incone

[imt. That's conceivable. It could happen.”
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McCarthy: "As we spoke of wearlier wth the eligibilities for

Bl ack:

filing a state incone tax, the sanme thing could happen with
t his. If they were that <close to t he eligibility
requirenent that this $120, or $89, or $150, whatever it
be, puts themover that then they would, they would | ose
out on that. But | think it's still worthy of, you know,
pursuing this program™

"Kevin, ny fear is, excuse ne. Representative, ny fear is
that w thout constructive notice you could take a senior..
my nother-in-lawis 88 years old. Sonehow she's notified
and again, |I'm not criticizing you, |I'mjust saying the
adm ni strative functions of this Bill are a little sketchy.
But let's say that all gets worked out and nmy nother-in-I|aw
gets notice that she may be entitled to a property tax
rebate check, although she doesn't file an Illinois |Incone
Tax, and she does that, and I'm sure that she would be
grateful for 50, 75, whatever rebate check she m ght
receive. Then |ater she calls her daughter, nmy wfe, and
says, |'ve just been denied ny circuit breaker because |'m
that dollar amount over. Can | return the rebate check?
And the answer 1is probably gonna be, no, you' ve already
cashed it and that threw you over the income limt. So for
t he next year you cannot avail yourself of circuit breaker
benefits. Now, what do we do? Now, we've really created a
problemfor an elderly... for a senior citizen that |I'm not
sure we can resolve without waiting a cal endar year, or a

fiscal year."

McCarthy: "Well, as | said earlier, those that are that close to

that eligibility level, if it puts themover that level if
we have belief in those new incone |evels that we put out
when we increased the circuit breaker provisions, well then

we have to live with that and say, now you are over it. You
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Bl ack:

know, if vyou're at |like 20,100 now you're at 20, 250, you
could go over it. And | understand that, but | don't think
the vast majority of the people are going to be into that
situation. And | still think it's a matter of fairness
that these people should have been included in the
begi nning. And so, therefore, | would |ike to see them
i ncluded now But | admt you have a good point."

"Yeah. And this is only a one-tinme progranf"

McCarthy: "Correct."

Bl ack:

"All  right. So, and | don't know what the spring wll
bring with education funding, and maybe we'll talk about
sone permanent property tax relief and maybe we won't. But
so that there's no msunderstanding, this is just a
one-tinme program and you're estimating the cost to be 24

mllion, correct?"

McCarthy: "Correct."

Bl ack:

"Yeah. Is it fair to assune there may be a difference of

opi nion on how nuch it may actually cost?"

McCarthy: "There have been estinates fromeighteen mllion up to

Bl ack:

i ke about twenty-seven and a half. Now, we do have el even
mllion left in the original rebate, the original transfer.
So actually, instead of twenty-four we have thirty-five
mllion. So, | have confidence, but as |'ve admtted
earlier, | nmean, if it turned out that the rebates
requested were a lot nore than this, | would have egg on ny
face. But | have confidence in the nunbers that |['ve
gotten. They're not hard and fast nunbers, but they' ve
given me enough that | think our estimtes are well
grounded, and that we'll have nore than enough noney in the
program for those who apply for the rebates.”

"All right. Thank you very much, Representative. | do

appreci ate the answering of the questions. To the Bill.

44


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

129t h Legi sl ative Day Novenber 28, 2000
Ladies and Gentlenen of the House. | think the Sponsor is
wel |l -intentioned. This cane up in his district during the

canpaign, and | know we all received a nunber of calls. |

answered themas forthrightly as I know how by saying, | ook
woul d you rather pay state incone tax on your pension
incone, ad infinitumfromnow on or would you rather this
property tax rebate be structured the way it was for people
who not only pay incone tax but take advantage of the 5%
tax credit which is line 20 on your incone tax fornf? Now,

nost people when | had the ability and the tine to explain

that to themsaid, no, I'lIl keep the incone tax exenption.
| understand. Not everybody was happy with that. | had a
nunmber of snokers who cane into nmy office. 1've been a

snoker for 30 years, where's ny rebate check? You said
this was tobacco noney. That was a Ilittle harder to
expl ain, and didn't have as much success explaining that to
sone people. Then | had the Cancer Society folks cone in
and they were not easy to deal wth at all. How dare you

use tobacco noney for this rebate progran? A question that

| still westle wwth. Ladies and Gentlenen of the House,
again, this Bill wll fly out of here. [It'Il get probably
a near unani nous vote, but it isn't gonna get mne. You

know, there are tax relief neasures that | don't think
we're even gonna get a chance to vote on. There is the
repeal of the gasoline tax, and one can argue whet her or
not we should do that, whether or not we should neke the
repeal of the sales tax on notor fuel permanent, or whether
we should neke it another one-year plan and get facts and
figures fromthe Departnment of Revenue. | grewup in the
heati ng business. |  know what a thousand cubic feet of
natural gas is going to cost. That's a therm It's going

to cost ne several hundred therns a day to heat ny house.
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| gave you an article today. Natural gas is at an all tinme
record high, propane and heating oil right behind it. e
can't do anything about the price. That's not a power

given to us by our federal formof governnent. W could

suspend the sales tax from Decenber 1 to April 30th, but

that was defeated in Revenue Committ ee. And one of the
things that still boggles ny mnd is one of the questions
posed to nme when that Bill was defeated: nunber one, we

couldn't afford it; nunber two, we don't even knowit's
going to be a cold winter. Wll, I think that notion was
di spel | ed. So, there are a nunber of well-intentioned tax
relief proposals, sone of which | don't think we're even
going to get to vote on. O they may be | unped onto one
Bill and go to the Senate, in which case the Senate wll
probably strip nost of them out. Qobvi ously, they've
al ready voted on the sales tax provision, so they have that
roll call. And | think would signify they would be
conducive to revisiting that. | don't know how the Senate
wll treat this. | don't know how t he Senate woul d have
treated ny tax relief neasure. But, | can't... a week
after | was denied what | thought was a nodest relief
proposal to help people heat their homes in the winter, was
denied on the basis that the state could not afford it, and
that wasn't the Departnent of Revenue telling ne the state
couldn't afford it. That was the five Menbers of the
Denocrat Party telling me that the state could not afford
my Bill. So nmuch for fighting for working nmen and wonen.
So here goes your Bill. It'Il pass. It' 1l get a
substantial nunber of votes. But |I'm gonna stand here and
say once and for all, unless all of our Bills get a chance
to be heard, wunless we can debate all of the tax relief

measures, sonme of which... they're all well-intentioned.
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Sone of which we probably can't afford and sonme of which we
m ght be able to afford, but | already see signs that maybe
those people that are telling us the econony is slow ng
down may very well, in fact, be right. So, | don't intend
to vote for it. 1'll stand on the record of what we did
| ast year, and heaven knows, we all had enough problens
with that. But | think this is a Bill designed nore for a
press release, in all due respect to the Sponsor. | think
he is serious about it. | think he had a nunber of
concerns expressed to himin his district, but this wll be
aroll call. 1It'll be aroll call that'll be used against
me and anyone else who votes against it and that's fine.
That's the process. |1'Il defend it, but I amnot gonna sit
here and be part of the charade that | have seen year after
year after year. Certain Bills advance because you're in
the right party or you're in the right district. Oher
Bills don't advance because you're in the wong party or
the wong district. | think that's a very poor way to do
the public's business and | have no intention of voting for
this Bill."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Fritchey."

Fritchey: "Thank you, Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Fritchey: "There's a nunber of questions that | could ask of the
Sponsor of the Bill, but candidly, | know the answers to

themand | don't have the need or desire to put himon the

record with his answers. To that end, |'d rather speak to
the Bill. Wien | find nyself in conpany of Representative
Black on this issue, | think I'm in a pretty good
nei ghbor hood. I'd like to remi nd ny coll eagues that what

we did, which I think was scripted to be, a canpai gn season

maneuver was not only not accepted as such by the public
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and the nedia but, in fact, was decried by the nedia as far
as what we did. W took $350 million and rather than put
t hat noney toward saving peoples' lives, rather towards put
that noney towards keeping kids from snoking, towards
keepi ng i ndi vi dual s from dying from tobacco-related
illnesses, we decided to give property tax relief, in sone
cases, in the amount of a dollar and change to individuals.
This Bill wll do nothing for renters. This Bill wll do
not hing for seniors that don't own property. This Bil
wll do nothing to help save lives, not just for people
living now, but for future generations of I11inois
citizens. What this Bill does is help divert even nore
nmoney from the Tobacco Settlenent Fund. W all read
already that that the budget is taking downturns, that the
surplus which was a billion and a half dollars is shrinking
and shrinking. W are not gonna have the |luxury all the
time of taking the tobacco noney and using that noney for
heal t h-rel at ed purposes. There are gonna be tines that we

need to wuse that noney just to nmake ends neet. W blew a

gol den opportunity and I see no reason to take a bad
situation and nmake it worse. |[|'ve got no question that the
Sponsor's intentions are good. |'ve got no question that

all of us are eager to vote for property tax relief for
senior citizens. But there cones a tinme where you need to
ask yourself at what cost does the canpaign mailer conme, at
what cost does sonething that sound good really not be
worth what it sounds like it is. Wat we're doing here is
continuing down a slippery sl ope. W're not serving a
nunmber of people that need to be served. W' re not doing
the right thing. W're not doing what this noney was
i ntended for. Yeah, 1'd |like to be able to have the

canpaign mailer, too. |'d like to be able to say that |
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hel ped seniors by giving them additional property tax
relief no matter how small it is. The fact of the matter
is everybody in ny district, at |east, and everybody that
|'ve heard it fromacross the state and that's a lot of
peopl e, have overwhelmngly said they'd rather have this
noney spent on health care. They'd rather have this noney
spent on health care prograns. They'd rather see the noney
go to health care providers, not on nomnal tax relief, not
on sonet hi ng that has nore snoke and mrrors than
subst ance. | join in Representative Bl ack. I urge
everybody to vote 'no' on this Bill. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."

Par ke: "Thank vyou. Representative, what is your estimation on
t he nunber of people that would be covered under your
| egi sl ati on?"

McCarthy: "I'm sorry. The nunber of people who would be
requesting rebates under the |legislation, was that the
guestion?"

Parke: "Yes, that would be eligible."

McCarthy: "The estimate that we've cone to is between 160 and 200
t housand at a average rebate of $125."

Parke: "Two hundred thousand at a hundred and twen..."

McCarthy: "Twenty-five dollars. So the top estimate there cones

out to 25 mllion, the bottom estinate comes out to 20

million."

Parke: "Ckay, $25 nmillion and this noney's gonna cone out of
wher e?"

McCarthy: "The noney is gonna cone out of the Tobacco Recovery
Fund. "

Parke: "I thought we allocated all that noney..."
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McCarthy: "W allocated 280 mllion and of that 268 and about a
hal f, 268.5 or 6 has already been rebated out to the
different taxpayers. So there's approxi mately about 11.3
or sonething mllion left in there, you know, into the

homeowner's rebate program This would add 24 to that. |

did that just so it covers itself, so if there's a few nore

rebates than we think, we'll still have t he nmoney
avail able."
Parke: "There will be no shortfall?"

McCarthy: "There will be no what?"

Parke: "Is there any shortfall ©protected, | nean, is this the
legislation if it passes? WIIl we be short in the Tobacco
Fund allocation or wll there be nore than enough left in
t here?"

McCarthy: "I feel... You know |I've admtted that even if it cane
out that there was nore there certainly would not | ook good
for me. But | feel that the nunbers we have, as inexact as
they are, wll cover it. That's why we've kinda gone a
l[ittle bit over what we actually think it's going to be.
And plus, | think, with the tight tine frames, | think the
nunbers are very accurate. The people have 60 days to
apply from this. From the January 1st, when the forns
becone avail abl e, they have to be postmarked by March 1st.
W want to keep this as tight as it can be. | nean, it was
based on taxes paid in 1999. W don't want to go into the
real distant future. So, | think with the tight tinme
frames the nunbers are gonna be okay."

Parke: "So what's the effective date on this?"

McCarthy: "The effective date would have to be i medi ately."

Parke: "It's what?"

McCarthy: "Wuld be i medi ate. Upon the signature of the

Governor, of course and the passing in the Senate."
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Parke: "WIIl this apply to renters?"

McCarthy: "As the original legislation, this will not apply to
renters. |It's only people who pay... Well, as we discussed

Par ke:

Speaker

back in April when we did the original legislation, | think
everyone was aware that it wasn't going to go for apartnent
renters. But | think it's just a tough way to figure out
what part of their rent is actually property taxes so, we
targeted a certain group, which was peopl e paying property
taxes on their principal Illinois residence and this
| egi sl ation continues that, but it does | eave out apartnent
dwel lers, as the first legislation did."

"Okay. Thank you, Representative. M. Speaker, to the
Bill. | appreciate what the Sponsor's trying to do on this
| egi sl ati on. I think it is worthwhile. It is ny
contention that any opportunity to return to the taxpayers
of this state, noney that they have sent to the state that
is not needed to be wused ought to be returned to the
taxpayers who pay it. And therefore, | will support this
| egi sl ation because it is, again, a way of returning tax
revenues that rightfully belong to the taxpayers of this
state. Thank you."

Madi gan: "M. Skinner."

Skinner: "Yes, M. Speaker, | rise to correct an estimate that |

offered on the House Floor fromthe Legislative Research
Unit. At the time, | had been told that it was gonna cost
$58 mllion. The nost recent estimate is $32.4 nillion
which is above the ambunt that's in the fiscal note from
the Revenue Departnent. Perhaps the Revenue Departnent is

expecting nore slippage. The reason we're here today is

because Menbers |ike the Sponsor of this Bill can't offer
Amendnent s on the House Fl oor. | don't know about the
Denocrats, but all the Republicans knew that no senior
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Speaker

citizen that didn't pay inconme taxes was gonna get property
tax relief, was gonna get a check out of the Bill that we
passed last spring. Now, had we had the ability to offer
an Anendnent, such an Amendnent coul d have been offered and
we woul dn't be here today. We... One of the reasons we're

here today is because too many of us msstated what this

Bill, that we're trying to reform did. W said in
canpaign literature and legislative newsletters that this
was property tax relief. It was never property tax relief.
So, perhaps soneday, probably not next year, we'll get back

to the point where five people don't nmake all the decisions
inthe State of Illinois, don't frame all of the issues.
And perhaps that soneday sone Legislator elected after 1994
will be able to see or was it 1996, sonewhere in the
m d- 90s we stopped being allowed to offer Anendnments on the

House Floor. That was a mjor loss of power for the

i ndi vi dual Menber . | regret it. It's sonething |
definitely will not mss."
Madi gan: "Representative Miulligan."

Mul I'i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Madi gan: "Sponsor yields."
Mul | i gan: "Representative MCarthy, you have a good idea here
except |I'm curious as to howit's going to actually be

acconplished. Now, |'ve heard a different estimate rather
than 24 mllion, it's going to be 32.4, but what I'm
curious as to how you're going to get this noney unless
there's a supplenental and |I'm understandi ng that there may
not be a supplenental. So how do you intend to nove this
nmoney so that it's going to be available for you to... for

the Bill to be put into effect?"

McCarthy: "The Anendnent that was added to the Bill on the fl oor

allowed for the appropriation of the 24 mllion from the
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Tobacco Recovery Fund to the Honmeowners Rebate Fund. It
was, basically, transferred there in the same kind of a
mechanism that the original $280 mllion was transferred
there for the original rebates.”

Mul ligan: "lI'm sorry. | can either not hear you or not
under st and what you're saying."

McCarthy: "I said that the Anendnent that we added on the fl oor,
the Thursday before we |eft here, allowed for the transfer
of the $24 nllion fromthe Tobacco Recovery Fund to the
Homeowners Rebate program The... It was, basically,
copied after the original $280 million transfer that was in
the Bill we passed in April. So it's a transfer, when the
Senate passes it and the Governor signs it, then | think
that through their signature would allow for the transfer
of these funds out of an existing fund to another fund."

Mul ligan: "Are you sure that that's doable? Wen we passed that
before, that was part of the budget and | don't understand
how you can transfer the funds w thout doing a suppl enental
and in addition to that, that's the actual anmount that's
being returned. There are two nore things | would like to
know, is #1, how are we going to acconplish this and verify
that the honeowner paid the tax w thout having i ndividual
counties or people that do the property tax bills verify
it? And therefore, how much would the adm nistration for
this Bill be not only for the Departnment of Revenue but for
the work of the local counties that they nmay be called upon
to do to inplenent this Bill and then, what would that cost
be if we have to reinburse then?"

McCarthy: "The Department of Revenue testified in commttee that
it would be a burden on them but not a inpossible burden.
So, they didn't give us an exact cost of what they would

say. But the Bill spells out in detail that the departnent
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has to create the formand then has the time limts for
when the formcan be returned. | really don't think it's

gonna be that extensive of a process in order to create a
form for this. The formis on the back of our property
taxes already and as cane up in committee, they talked
about the fact that, 'Well, does the Departnent of Revenue
know about how many property taxes are paid?" They already
have access to that information because those of us who
have been taking a tax credit for our property taxes paid
otherwise if they had no information about this, how have
they been verifying this over the last ten years? So the
anount of property taxes paid, the Departnment of Revenue
does have access to that information which they admtted in
commttee when they were questioned about how are they
approving all these other rebates that have been approved
over the years. So they would use the sanme information to
ascertain whether these people have... deserved this
credit. They also would be able to check into their
records for the original legislation to see if the person

has al r eady received the rebate and they would be

ineligible, as well, so we wouldn't have duplicative
natures."”
Mul I'igan: "Are you saying that the Departnent of Revenue would

have a form for everyone whether they owed taxes or not
that... I"'msorry. It's either the new sound system or
somnet hi ng. It's very difficult to understand you. They
woul d have the amount on a form whether the taxpayer had to
pay taxes or not."

McCarthy: "The burden is on the taxpayer to provide themwth the
form | nmean, the formis created by the Departnent of
Revenue. Wen the formis returned, that burden is on the

t axpayer and then after they get it, just like they had to
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certify the original anmounts going to different taxpayers
across the state..."
Mul l'igan: "So they could..."
McCarthy: " ... they would have to certify this, as well. They
do this every day on our, you know, our State |Incone Tax
forms. Like in nmy principal residence, | take that 5%

credit every year, so they have access to the Cook County

records in order to make sure that |I'mnot taking nore than

| deserve."
Mul | i gan: "But wouldn't the taxpayer have to send them a copy of
their tax bill or sonething? | nmean, | can't see how...

They didn't even have a formwhen we asked for people who
didn't receive it that should have, that called ny office.
There was no form available, initially. So now you're
asking them and vyou're spelling out in your Bill, a form
that a homeowner could file with the Departnment of Revenue
within a certain time certain and perhaps, attach a copy of
their tax bill so that someone could see when they go to
issue this."

McCarthy: "Well, correct and | think that's a good point and the
legislation allows for the departnent to create the form
and create what they feel 1is necessary to justify the

nunbers on the form So if they want a copy of the tax

bill, they can put that dowmn as the regulations on this
form™
Mul l'igan: "All right, but then... Is this gonna have to be a hand

done thing? It certainly is not gonna be machi ne generated
if they're sending in a separate form It's not |ike going
back and going through the inconme tax records and doing
this. So it's gotta be a cost to the departnent over and
above what you're claimng the Bill would be and where w |

that noney cone? Wuld that also be comng fromthe
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Tobacco Settlenent Fund or you expect it to be covered by

t he General Revenue Fund? |'mjust..."
McCarthy: "I expect it to come out of the operating revenues for
t he Departnent of Revenue. They discussed in conmttee

that it would, you know, have a significant burden on them

but they did not cone up with a dollar figure and if it s

a dollar figure, | don't think it's gonna be that
substantial. | think they would have nentioned if they
thought... | mean, they said that they don't know how many

forms they're gonna get. They kept going back to this
i ndeterm nable thing, so they weren't willing to cone with
up a nunber of what the added cost would be."

Mul l'igan: "And what is the time frame, again, where the honeowner

can apply for this?"

McCarthy: "From January 1st to March 1st. It has to be
post marked by March 1st. It's a tight w ndow, | understand
that, but | have every confidence that through the nedia

outlets and through the GCeneral Assenbly's, our own
sources, we wll be able to contact many of the taxpayers.
Many of us have been contacted already by people who have
not received this. It is a tight tine frame, but | think
it has to be to nake it meani ngful."

Mul ligan: "I think notifying themis going to be major problem
| find that we can do this and | can put it out in ny
district newsletter. It can be in the newspaper and you're
still gonna have people that are gonna cone back after the
time frane that didn't hear about this and ask for it. So,
I agree W th what you're trying to do. | think
inplenmenting it is going to be nuch nore of a nightnare
than what you're saying you think it's going to be and |
think the cost is gonna be nore. And | tend to agree

with... I find nyself agreeing with Representative Skinner,
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this was not exactly property tax relief; this was incone
tax relief. And also with Representative Fritchey, who |
would hope would bring back his Bill again that | was a
cosponsor of because | think that would be very interesting
to do with the Tobacco Settl enent noney. And | actually
did not agree with this to begin with, although | did think
that we were |eaving seniors out who don't pay incone tax
and that we should have done sonmething for them to begin
with. But | think your $24 mllion estimate is too | ow and
I'"'m not sure if you can acconplish what you want with the
sign of a pen and not a supplenental, but 1'll support your
Bill."

McCarthy: "Thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. MCarthy to close.”

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | appreciate the comments that were made. |'d like
to see the estinmates that were given because | had a hard
time pulling the teeth to get the estimates from sone of
the departnents, but | think this is sonething that we |eft
there. W did advertise it as property tax relief. [|'ve
admtted before that the original legislation was witten
clearly, but 1 think it's sonmething that we can do. |
t hi nk we have the noney. Those who didn't share in the
original rebate deserve to share in it and would ask for

passage of House Bill 4738."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves for the passage of the
Bill. Those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed by voting 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? The Cerk shal

take the record. On this question, there are 109 people
voting 'yes', 2 people voting 'no'. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared
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passed. Representative Flowers. Representative Flowers."

Fl owers: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

Speaker

Fowl er:

Speaker

Gglio:

House. I'"'m the Sponsor of Senate Bill 487 for which a
First Conference Commttee has previously been appointed.
The report of the First Conference Conmttee has been
filed. However, as the Sponsor of the Bill, I would Iike
to reject the First Conference Commttee Report and
therefore, | nove to recommt the Fi rst Conf er ence
Committee Report back to Rules. And | woul d urge your
favorabl e vote on that."

Madi gan: "You've all heard the Lady's Motion. Those in
favor say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have
it. The Motion is adopted. On Supplenental Cal ender #1,
on the Order of Resolutions, there appears House Resol ution
780 by M. Fowler. M. Fower. M. Fower."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. Wat this Resolution does it
decl ares Johnson County as the Bicycle Capital of the State
of Illinois. And what we have in Johnson County, we have
the Tunnel HIl State Trail located there then it's also
intersected with the National Transcontinental Bicycle
Route. It does bring a lot of tourists into the area and
creates quite an economc boost for the comunity down
there in Johnson County. | would Ilike to recommend an

"aye' vote on this Resolution.™

Madi gan: "The GCentleman noves for the adoption of the
Resol ution. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Resolution is adopted. M.

G glio, on House Resolution 907. M. derk, 907."

"Thank you, \V/ g Speaker. House Resolution #907
congratul ates Dean Thady and would proclaimthat this day
be nmarked Dean Thady Day here in Illinois. He's retiring

fromthe Departnent... Illinois Departnment of Public Health
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and |1'd ask for your favorable support. Thank you."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Gentl eman noves for the adoption of the
Resol uti on. Those in favor say 'aye'; those opposed say
'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Resolution is adopted. M.

Del gado, for a Motion on Senate Bill 1276. M. Del gado."
Del gado: "Yes, M. Speaker. | believe 1276 wll be represented
by Representative Phil Novak."

Speaker Madigan: "Let's sinply recognize M. Black for a Mdtion."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen
of the House. Pursuant to House Rule 21, | would nove that
the posting requirenents for Senate Bill 1975 and Senate
Bill 1276 be waived so that these Bills may receive

i mredi ate consideration in commttee."”
Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the Motion. Those in favor
say 'aye'; those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it.

The Mdtion is adopted. M. Cerk for the purpose of an

announcenent . "
Clerk Bolin: "Three commttees have been cancelled for this
af t er noon. The Child Support Enforcenent Commttee has

been cancelled. The Human Services Commttee has been
cancelled. And for Wdnesday, the Prison Managenent Reform
Comm ttee has been cancelled.”

Speaker Madigan: "The Chair would like to direct the attention of
t he Menber s to a notice which is currently being
distributed. The notice advises the Menbers that the
Amendnent containing the Chicago Bears Stadi um Proposal
will be filed with the House Cerk later today. The
Amendnment will be heard in the House Executive Commttee on
Wednesday, Novenmber 29 at 9 am, in Room1l1l4 in the
Capitol Building. The House will convene at 11 a.m on
Wednesday, Novenber 29 to consider the Floor Amendnent.

So, again, for those of you interested in the proposal from
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Poe:

Speaker

Cerk

the Chicago Bears, it'll be heard in commttee tonorrow
morning at 9 a.m, scheduled to be heard on the floor at 11

a.m tonorrow norning. M. Poe."

"M . Speaker, for announcenent. Tonorrow there's gonna be a

Legislative Health Fair down in the rotunda area and it's
put on by the SIU School of Medicine for 8 aam to 12 noon.
So anybody who wants to check out and see what physical
shape you're in, make sure they attend. Thank you."

Madi gan: "Is there anything further to conme before the
House? There being nothing further, the Chair recognizes
Representative Currie who noves that the House does stand
adjourned wuntil 11 a.m tonorrow norning, provi di ng
perfunctory time for the Cerk. Those in favor say 'aye';
t hose opposed say 'no’'. The 'ayes' have it. The House
does stand adjourned wuntil 11 a.m tonorrow norning,
provi ding perfunctory time for the Cerk."

Rossi: "House Perfunctory Session wll cone to order.
Comm ttee Reports. Representative Novak, Chairperson from
the Committee on Environnment and Energy, to which the
follow ng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on
Novenber 28, 2000, reported the sanme back wth the
foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'recomends be adopted’ House
Resol ution 879 and 887. Representative Wol ard, Chairperson
from the Commttee on Elenentary and Secondary Educati on,
to which the foll ow ng neasure/s was/were referred, action
taken on Novenber 28, 2000, reported the sanme back with the
followng recomendation/s: 'be adopted House Resol ution
870. Representative Howard, Chairperson fromthe Commttee
on Children and Youth, to which the follow ng neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on Novenmber 28, 2000,
reported the sanme back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:

'recommends be adopted as anended’ House Resol ution 883.
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House Bill 4764... Introduction and First Reading of House
Bills. House Bill 4764, offered by Representative Franks, a
Bill for an Act concerning pharnmaceutical assistance. House
Bill 4765, offered by Representative Daniels, a Bill for an
Act in relation to controlled substances. Introduction and
First Reading of Senate Bills. Senate Bill 1869, offered by
Representative Novak, a Bill for an Act anending the
Recycl ed Content Products Study Act. First Reading of this

Senate Bill. There being no further business, the House

Perfunctory Session stands adjourned.”
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