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Speaker Hartke: "The House shall cone to order. The House shal
cone to order. W'll be led in prayer today by the

Reverend Greta McDonald with the United Methodi st Church of
New Lenox in New Lenox. Reverend MDonald is the guest of
Representative Kosel. Guests in the gallery may wish to
rise for the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Rever end McDonal d. "

Reverend MDonald: "Thank vyou. Let us pray. God, we pray that

Speaker

Shar p,

Speaker

You woul d refresh these Leaders who serve You as they serve
all the people of our state. Refresh themwe ask with your
gift of wisdomthat they may discern the best of all the
possi ble choices before them Refresh themwth courage
that they may think and speak and listen and act from the
truest part of thenselves. Refresh themw th conpassion so
that they wll always renenber the power of their work to
build up the lives of those whom they represent. Keep
always in their hearts those whose voices are not the
| oudest but, whose needs are great and those w thout
unrecogni zed, w thout recogni zed power who hunger for hope.
W pray that these servant Leaders will, today know Your
| ove, Your wi sdom Your courage, Your conpassion poured
upon them as they once again devote thenselves to carrying
out the responsibilities entrusted to them by the people of
[Ilinois. Amen."

Hartke: "W'Il be led in the prayer or the pledge today
by Representative Sharp."
- et al: "l pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
for all."

Hartke: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representative Poe, a

report on the Republican side."
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Poe: "Yes, M. Speaker, let the record show that Representative

Klingler is excused today. And also, Representative Jerry

Mtchell is excused today. The rest of the Republicans are
present.”
Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie, on the Denocrat side.”
Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record show that

Represent ati ves Fei genholtz and Schoenberg are excused."”

Speaker Hartke: "M. Cderk, take the record. 114 Menber s
answering the call. There is a quorum present and the
House is in Session."

Clerk Rossi: "Conmttee Reports. Representative Lauren Beth
Gash, Chairperson from the Comm ttee on Judi ci ary
[1-Crimnal Law, to which the followng neasures were
referred, action taken on May 13, 1999, reported the sane
back wth the followng recomendation/s: 'do pass as
amended Short Debate' Senate Bill 574."

Speaker Hartke: "The Rules Commttee will neet inmmediately in the
Speaker's Conference Room On Third Reading, on page 2 of
the Calendar, appears Senate Bill 336, Representative
Br ady. M. Brady, are you ready to call Senate Bill 3367
Qut of the re... out of the record. On page 4 of the
Cal endar, appears Senat e Bill 1168, Representative
McCarthy. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1168, a Bill for an Act anending the
School Code. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative MCarthy."

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen of the
House. Senate Bill 1168 after the Amendnent we put on in
t he House has renoved all of the disagreenents that were
with the Bill as it cane over fromthe Senate. It sinply
instructs the State Board of Education to adopt rules and

to advocate for our school districts across the state to
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adopt rules concerning the use of '"time out' procedures and
al so, physical restraints. The... we've talked to the

I1linois Association of School Boards, they've agreed with

t he amended version of this, also the people with Equip for

Equality, the Illinois Association of School Social Wrkers
who had some conplaints with the original Bill as it cane
over from the Senate. And also, the Illinois State Board
of Education has also worked on this agreenent. And |

think we've cone up with sonme reasonabl e neasures that wll
make sure that the children of the state who are put in
these '"tinmeout' procedures are handled fairly and safely.
So, | would appreciate your positive recomendation of this
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm | lion, Representative Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

McCarthy: "Yes."

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he wll."
Bl ack: "Representative, Floor Amendnent #2 is not on the Bill, is
t hat correct? s that, that's still in the Rules

Comm ttee?"

McCarthy: "It's in the Rules Conmttee and |'ve asked for it to
remain there. ..

Bl ack: "Ckay."

McCarthy: "Ad infinitum?"

Bl ack: " Ckay. The, Commttee Anmendnent #1 is the one |I'm
interested in and that, that has been adopted to the Bill?"

McCarthy: "Yes, it has and it is the Bill."

Black: "I see, it becones the Bill. And that's the agreed
| anguage?"
McCarthy: "That's t he agr eed | anguage wth al | t hose
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Bl ack:

Speaker
Bl ack:

organi zations | nentioned before this."

"Ckay, | appreciate that. Thank you for clarifying that
for nme, Representative. M. Speaker, if I could, to the
Bill."

Hartke: "To the Bill."

"Thank you very nmuch. You know, you and | m ght as well

take over they're not paying any attention, I'Il tell ya."

McCarthy: "I was going to sing an Irish song."

Bl ack:

Speaker

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. | just sinply rise to
support the Gentleman's Bill and to express ny gratitude
for his willingness to work with all interested agencies
and individuals who have concerns with this issue. |, |
was involved with this four or five years ago, | know it
can be a very enot i onal I ssue. But, | comend
Representative McCarthy for this diligent efforts to reach
what in effect, is now an agreed Bill. And | hope that
ever ybody wi | vot e for it and again, | thank
Representative MCarthy for his indulgence and his hard
work on a very difficult issue.”

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Bureau, Representative Mautino."

Mautino: "Thank you. Representative MCarthy, | apologize wth

sone of the comotion in here, | didn't here the, the

answers. \Wat, what changes have been nade since the

original Bill canme over fromthe Senate?"
McCarthy: "Well, sonme of the changes were, especially, with the
"time out' procedures. The original Bill canme over from

the Senate, it prohibited a | ocked roomat any tinme and the
II'linois Association of School Social Wrkers had a real
problemw th this. And they said that in, especially, in
behavi oral disordered situations they do need a roomt hat

can be | ocked."
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Mautino: 'Wiether it be with, | nean, they have a device that
they use which is alnost |ike a foot peg where soneone can
operate it if a enmergency arises."

McCarthy: "R ght, we have included in the Bill that the | ocking
mechani sm has to be one that a person has to be physically
present in order to keep the nechani sm worki ng. So, that
if there was another energency in the building at the tine
and that person who was observing, which is also nmandated
by the Bill, that the person has to be able to observed
visually at all tinmes while they're in these 'tinme out'
r oons. But, if that person had to |eave for sone other
energency, by them |eaving it woul d automatically
al l eviative the | ocking mechanism"

Mautino: "Okay, that's a good change. |Is there anything el se
that's in there?"

McCarthy: "The... well, the part about the fact that they have to
be continually observed in the room™

Mautino: "Okay. Now, have the..

McCarthy: "It also,

Mautino: "... superintendents or any of those folks who wll be
having to admnister these changes in the |aws, taken a
|l ook at it or nmade coments on the changes in the Bill?"

McCarthy: "Well, they have, in this, Association of School Boards
has gone along with the changes. And also, local school
districts that | have talked to, actually, have already
i npl emented procedures that are probably even stricter than
inthe Bill here. But they... all the groups that were
i nvol ved in the discussions now feel that these is
sonething they can certainly work with."

Mautino: "Thank you, | appreciate your work on this Bill."

McCarthy: "Thank you very nuch.™

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
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seeking recognition, Representative MCarthy, to close."

McCarthy: "Thank you, M. Speaker. 1... would like to say that |

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

appreciate the kind words, especially the Speaker fromthe

other side of the aisle. And truthfully, the organizations

t hat worked so hard on this Bill deserve nore of the
credit. But , I woul d appreci ate your favorabl e
consideration of this, Senate Bill 1168."

Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 1168 pass?
Al'l those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who

W sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
There are two people not voting. M. derk, take the
record. On Senate Bill 1168, there were 114 Menbers voting
'yes', 0 wvoting 'no'. And this Bill having received a
Constitutional Majority is hereby declared passed. \V/ g
Clerk, Conmttee Report."

Bolin: "Representative Barbara Flynn Currie, Chairperson
from the Commttee on Rules, to which the followng
| egi sl ative neasures were referred, action taken My 13,
1999, reported t he same back with the follow ng
recomendati on/s: “direct fl oor consi deration' for
Amrendnent  #1 to Senate Bill 1, Anendnent #5 to Senate Bil
27, Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 150, Amendment #1 to Senate
Bill 235, Anmendnent #1 to Senate Bill 391, Anendment #4 to
Senate Bill 392, Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 544, Amendnent
#3 to Senate Bill 556, Anendnent #2 to Senate Bill 561
Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 818, Anendnent #2 to Senate
Bill 910, Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 941, Amendnent #1 to
Senate Bill 1018, Anendnent #1 to Senate Bill 1028,
Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 1114 and Anmendnent #1 to Senate
Bill 1203."

Har t ke: "M. Cerk, what is the status of Senate Bill
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3117?"
Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 311 is on the Order of Senate Bills

Speaker

Third Readi ng."

Hartke: "Move that Bill back to Second for the purposes
of an Anmendnent at the request of the Sponsor. On page 3
of the Cal endar, appears Senate Bill 937, Representative
Myers. Qut of the record. On page 3 of the Cal endar,
appears Senate Bill 1061, Representative Fow er. \V/ g
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1061, a Bill for an Act regarding the

Speaker

Fowl er:

Speaker

delivery of nedical services in correctional institutions

and facilities. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Hart ke: "Representative Fow er."
"Thank you, M. Chairman, Ladies and GCentlenen of the
House. Senate Bill 1061 is a Departnment of Corrections

Medi cal Service Continuity Act and it would provide for a
90 day transition period when a correction nedical contract
changes hands. It would provide for continuity in staffing
while a new vendor is getting his programup and running,
that correctional facilities having skilled enployees is
vitally inmportant to the security of correction officers,
inmates and the general public. Wile the enployees who
work for the State Correctional Medical Vendors nust be
medi cal professionals, they nust al so know how to function
in a secure setting. |If they do not, the public safety may
be conprom sed. So, Senate Bill 1061 woul d ensure that
qualified staff are on hand during the transition to new
medi cal vendors. It would prevent any disruption that
m ght conprom se the safety of correctional officers,
inmates and the public. Try to answer any questions you
m ght have."

Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
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the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. First, an inquiry of
the Chair if | coul d?"

Speaker Hartke: "State your inquiry."

Black: "I just want to nmake certain that all of the Anendnents
that are on the Bill have, in fact, been adopted. Woul d
the Cderk inform the Body of Commttee Amendnent #1 and
Fl oor Amendnent #2? Have those both been adopted to the
Bill?"

Speaker Hartke: "M. Cerk?"

Clerk Bolin: "Anmendnent #1 was adopted in Commttee and Anendnent

#2 was adopted on the House Floor."

Bl ack: "Ckay, thank you very much, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor

yi el d?"
Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he will yield."
Bl ack: "Representative, there's nothing in this Bill that

precludes continuing a contract for health care services at

a correctional facility wth an outside entity, 1is that
correct?"

Fower: "That's correct."

Black: "Way isn't there a provision in there to do that? Didn't

anybody approach you and say that nmany of these contractual

services are out of Mnnesota, North Dakota, Florida? 1've
al ways wondered why we didn't say, 'if you can't find a
contractor who's based in Illinois, you don't need to sign

the contract.'"

Fower: "Wth all due respect, Representative Black, |'m not
aware of the answer to your question."”

Bl ack: " Ckay. But, thisis, this is the provision that if your
contractor should change, those staff nenbers that remain
in place will do so with their seniority, pay schedul es and

benefits intact. |In other words, they don't have to start
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Fowl er:
Bl ack:

Fowl er:

Bl ack:

Fowl er:

Bl ack:

Fowl er:
Bl ack:
Fowl er:

all over, is that the intent of the Bill?"
"That is correct."”

"And does the Bill also extend certain job protections to
those people who nay be working for contractor "A who
after a contract expires in three years and then contractor
"B conmes in and wants to fire all of the workers who work
for contractor A? WII| those workers now have a neasure of
protection fromcapricious and arbitrary di sm ssal ?"

"For a period of 90 days under the provision of this

Bill, Representative Bl ack."
"Ckay. If, if a new contractor cones in and gets rid of
all of the current staff who worked under the previous

contractor providing health care services to a prison
would there be any grievance rights on behalf of those
peopl e who are being replaced?"

"Representative Black, under the Section 25 there are
enforcenment provisions of... of this Bill."

"Ckay, all right. Now, under your legislation, who is

exenpt? Should this becone law, who is exenpt from the

provisions of said [|aw? I"'m trying to figure out the
| anguage in Anendnment #2 on page 5, |I'msorry page 1, |line
5, Subsection(a). Wuere it says, 'if a | abor organization

is the exclusive bargaining agent of the new contractors
enpl oyees on the effect date of the new contract this Act
shall not apply to the new contractors.' In plain | anguage,
since you and I are both country boys, what's that...

what's that nmean?"

"Ckay. "
"Yes, Sir."
"Yes, Representative Black, under... under that provision

that you just read, that would protect those enpl oyees that

are currently working in that facility there."
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Bl ack: "Those enployees who are nenbers of the bargaining unit,
evidentially, right?"

Fower: "That's correct."”

Bl ack: "Ckay. \What, what rights then would the contractor have?
If the contractor cones in and does an eval uation, and say
three of t hose prot ect ed enpl oyees have terrible
evaluations and in fact, are deened to be a security risk,
can the new contractor by show ng cause renove those
prot ect ed workers?"

Fower: "Yes, Sir, that would be in accordance wth their
bar gai ni ng agreenent."

Bl ack: " QO her wor ds, covered wunder the existing contract,
correct?"

Fower: "Yes, Sir."

Bl ack: "Ckay, fine. Thank you very nuch, Representative.
appreci ate your indul gence. M. Speaker, to the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Bl ack: "I appreciate the work that the Representative has done on
this. One argues that it, sonme people nmay argue that it
goes too far, | may take the position it doesn't go far
enough. e have had sone serious problenms in the
correctional center in ny honme district wwth continuity of
health care services. It seens as if every tinme we bid, a
new contractor conmes in and there's always a period of tine
where they have to get acclimated. And | think that's what
the Representative is trying to do wth this Bill, by
per haps, not allow ng whol esal e personnel changes and what
have you. So, when all is said and done, | think the Bil
is probably a good step in the right direction and | urge
my coll eagues to vote 'aye'."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from McHenry, M. Skinner."

10
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Skinner: "I wonder if the Gentleman would yield for a few
gquesti ons?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Gentleman will yield."

Skinner: "As you explained the Bill, or at least as | understand
how you explained the Bill, an enployee of a current
medi cal provider would have 90 days grace period before
t hat enpl oyee could be fired by the new nedi cal contractor?
|s that correct?"

Fower: "M. Chairman, | can't hear Representative Skinner's
question.”

Speaker Hartke: "Shh. Could we have sonme quiet in the chanber,
pl ease?"

Skinner: "Does this Bill allow an enployee of an old nedical
contractor 30 days grace period, 30 days enpl oynent, excuse
me, 90 days enploynent with the new nedical contractor
before that enployee can be Ilet go by the new nedical
contractor?"

Fower: "I think t he pr oper answer to your guesti on,
Representative Skinner, if the new contractor decides that
he doesn't need the sane nunber of enployees, he does have
the right to dismss those enployees and it would be by
seniority.”

Skinner: "Well, what's the 90 day period?"

Fower: "Oher than that exception | just gave you, those
enpl oyees woul d have 90 days enploynent under the new
contractor."”

Skinner: "GCkay. Wuld that be the rule even if the enpl oyee were
found to be a drug user?"

Fow er: "Yes, that enployee that you just described would be
di sm ssi bl e under the old contractor, as well as, under the
new contractor."

Ski nner: "Okay, thank you very nuch."

11
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Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative Fower, to close.”

Fow er: "Thank you, M. Chairman. | would, think this is a good
pi ece of legislation and I would just ask for an 'aye' vote
fromny colleagues on this Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "The questionis, 'Shall Senate Bill 1061 pass?
All those in favor wll signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 1061, there are
110 Menbers voting 'yes', 2 persons voting 'no'. And this
Bill having received a Constitutional Majority 1is hereby
decl ared passed. Ladi es and Gentlenen, we have a
di stingui shed guest on the House Floor, the voice of
[1linois Agricul ture, the broadcasting legend, Oion
Sanuel son. Welcone to the General Assenbly, M. Samuel son
On page 3 of the Calendar, appears Senate Bill 786.
Representative Parke. Representative Parke, are you in the
chanber ? Qut of t he record. Senat e Bill 368,
Representative Saviano. Qut of the record. Senate Bil
801, Representative Saviano. M. Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 801, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Col I ection Agency Act. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Savi ano."

Savi ano: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. As you
remenber, vyesterday Senate Bill 801 cane up. There was a
little uncertainty as to exactly what the Bill did. W had
House Bill 1837 which passed this chanber and since has

passed the Senate and gone on to the Governor. That wasn't

exactly the sane Bill as this, but that was the Bill that
raised the interest rate from5 to 9% This Bill is a
related Bill which solves the problem of disciplinary

12
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action within the Departnment of Professional Regulation.
This clarifies, wth the passing of the other Bill, this
Bill enables the collection agencies to go ahead and charge
that new interest rate as passed this week and now sitting
on the Governor's desk. And | would ask for your favorable
vote on this matter. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

Senate Bill 801?" Al those in favor wll signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? There are
still 4 people not voting. Have all voted who wish? M.

Clerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 801, there are 47

Menbers voting 'yes', 60 Menbers voting 'no', and 5
Menbers voting 'present'. M. Saviano."

Savi ano: "Put that on Postponed, please.”

Speaker Hartke: "This Bill wll be pl aced on Post poned
Consi der at i on. M. derk, what 1is the status of Senate
Bill 965?"

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 965 is on the Oder of Senat e

Bills-Third Reading."

Speaker Hartke: "Place that Bill on Second Reading for the
pur poses of an Anendnent at the request of the Sponsor.
Senate Bill 460, Representative Hanbs. M. Cderk, read the
Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 460, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Code of CGivil Procedure. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hanos."

Hanos: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Centl enen. (460)

has two sections. The wunderlying Bill codifies certain

13


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES

TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
50t h Legi sl ative Day May 13, 1999
provisions that authorize a court to waive court costs and
ot her fees for indigent persons. It doesn't change the
law, all it does is bring together sections of existing |aw
into one place to nmake it easier for courts to use in an
efficient and effective manner. The second part of it,
Amendnent #1, actually, applies to situations where there
is a party to... acivil suit has subpoenaed an expert
wtness and a conflict arises over the fees charged.

Amendnent #1 provides that the court, after determning a

reasonable fee, nust order paynent by the subpoenaed party

to the expert w tness. And | don't think there's any
opposition to this Bill and | ask for your favorable
support.”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? l's t here any

di scussi on? The Chair recognizes the Gentl eman from Cook,
Representative Durkin."
Durkin: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wuld the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "She indicates she will."
Durkin: "Representative, what you're doing is that we're waivVing

fees in civil cases for indigence, correct?"

Hanmos: "Yes."

Durkin: "Now, what type of cases are you envisioning that people
are going to have these fees waived? s it all civi
cases?"

Hanos: "I believe it 1is. This is wunder the Code of G vil
Procedure and | believe it will also apply in cases Iike
guardian ad litens, as well as, other kinds of civil
| awsuits."

Durkin: "Cause | think it's approximately $400 to file a [|awsuit

in Cook County. | nean, are you saying the cost of filing
acivil lawsuit is going to be waived for a person who
nmeets the criteria wunder this Bill to show that they are

14
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Hanos:
Dur ki n:

Hanos:

Dur ki n:

Dur ki n:

i ndi gent, correct?"

"Yes, but, it is in the discretion of the court."

"Yeah. "

"And after a certain set of procedures that are outlined
inthis Bill, where that can happen."”

"Well, what about the situations where the person who is
i ndi gent, however they are a victim of sonme type of
catastrophic accident, and there is a lawsuit filed in
which a jury returns a verdict in the nmulti-mllion dollars
of... inmulti-mllion dollars? Now, are we going to ask
that person to, at |east, repay the county or the court for

t he cost which have been previously waived?"

"Representative Durkin, | don't believe that this is the
Bill that applies to that situation. There are four
criteria for... for determning who is an indigent person.

The first criterion is those people receiving public
assi stance, the second one is avail able income of 125% or
| ess; the third is where he or she in the discretion of the
court, is unable to proceed in an action w thout paynent of
fees, costs, or charges. And the fourth is, applies to
anot her section of the Code. So, | don't believe, if you
think that's a good idea, |I think that m ght be another
kind of Bill. | don't believe that's what this Bill..

"No, I"'mjust trying to say, use an exanple. | am an
indigent violinist in Chicago and ny leg gets cut off in a
tragically, in an accident and a jury returns a verdict for
30, 000, 000 dol Il ars of which, other than the 1/3 that wll
go towards ne, wll they be required to... wll, are those
fees still going to be waived, even if they do receive a
verdict of sone sort, which is quite favorable to then?
Are those, are they going to obligated to pay back the, the

court for the costs in which it had previously been wai ved?
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Dur ki n:

Dur ki n:

Hanos:

Speaker

Hanos:

But, though, do you envision that as possibly sonething

which will be comng on the horizon in which people wll
say, 'well, this person, while they are indigent, they have
just been... a jury has just returned a verdict in the
multi-mllions of dollars. Are we still going to waive

court fees for thenf'"

It does say, Representative Durkin, | think this
applies nore directly to your question. Subsection (f)
says, 'the court may order an indigent person to pay all or
a portion of the fees, costs, or charges waived pursuant to
this section out of the nonies recovered by the indigent
person, pursuant to a judgnment or settlenent resulting from
the civil action." So, | believe, that is in response to
your question that that... this will allow the court any
di scretion to do that."

"Could you repeat what Section under your... under the
Amendnent i s that?"

"That woul d be Subsection (f). And | believe that's
directly on point to what you were asking."

"Ckay. Yeah, ny only concern was that, you know we have
a situation while they are indigent and the variety of the
court fees on a negligence action are going to be waived.
And then they turn around and there is a | andslide verdict
which conmes in favor of that person, and whether or not
they are to reinburse the court for sonmething which had
previ ously been waived. That's the only question | had and
| think vyou' ve answered that question. Thank you very
much. "

"Thank you."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one 1is
seeki ng recognition, Representative Hanbs, to close.™

“I... | think that we've answered the only question out
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there. Again, this codifies existing law and | ask for
your support."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 460 pass?
All those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
Wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 460, there are
114 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', and O voting
"present'. And this Bill having received a Constitutional
Majority 1is hereby declared passed. On page 2 of the
Cal endar, appears Senate Bill 53. Representative Stephens.
Representative Ron Stephens. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 53, a Bill for an Act to anend the
II'linois Muinicipal Code. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Stephens.”

St ephens: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This... this Bill originally
had |anguage that affected only the Gty of Breese and it
extended, extends the life of the TIF district in the Cty
of Breese from23 years to 35 years. The... the Bill has
been anended, | believe, in conmttee. M. Cderk, if |I...
is that correct? And that, that Anendnent has been adopted
on the House Floor. | believe the effective... Myjority
Leader Currie's Amendnent was to indeed extend the [ife of
all Enterprise Zones. They are now limted... in the
general statute on Enterprise... on tips excuse nme, from 20
to 30 years. That was the affect of the Currie Amendnent
and |'ve previously explained the wunderlying Bill. ' d
appreciate the chance to answer any questions and your
‘yes' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentl eman from Chanpai gn, Representative Novak."
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Novak: "M... thank you, M. Speaker. Yesterday, the Chair said
| was from Cook County. Now today, this Chair says |I'm
from Chanpai gn County."
Speaker Hartke: "OCh, excuse ne, that's Kankakee."

Novak: "Thank you. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Novak: "Representative Stephens, correct nme. | mght be standing
up on the wong Bill here. s one of those Anendnents
dealing with the gas and electric facilities that... that

inpacts utilities? |Is that in there?"

St ephens: "Are you tal king about the nunerator, denom nator..

Novak: "Wong Bill. Al right, sorry."

Stephens: "You'll get a chance to get nme on that one later."

Novak: "The denom nator and the nom nator. Ckay, thank you,
apol ogi ze. "

St ephens:  "Yeah."

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Gentl eman from Kendal |,
Representative Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | intend to vote 'present' as |
have a potential conflict. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is seek
in recognition, Representative Stephens, to close.™

St ephens: "Wl |, M. Speaker, | did... | did overlook an
Amendnent that was adopted prior to the Currie Anmendnent.
There is an Amendnent that Representative O Brien, |
believe, had adopted an Amendnent. | can try to explain
that if I can just find it here real quick."

Speaker Hartke: "Chair recognizes Representative O Brien to
assist in closing."

O Brien: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Anendnent #1 was adopted
in commttee and what is does is it puts the arsenal

property, the arny arsenal on the sanme footing wth other
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bases that have closed. But, because it wasn't a troop
base, it was munitions factory, they weren't eligible for
sone of the sane things that the bases were. And this
woul d allow for the creation of a TIF on that arsena
property near Joliet, Illinois."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Stephens and O Brien ask for the
passage of Senate Bill 53. Al those in favor will signify
by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The wvoting is
open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On
Senate Bill 53, there are 111 Menbers voting 'yes', O
voting 'no' and 2 Menbers voting 'present'. And this Bil
havi ng recei ved a Constitutional Majority is hereby
decl ared passed. On page 3 of the Cal endar, appears Senate
Bill 946, Representative Stephens. M. Stephens. M.
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 946, a Bill for an Act concerning

taxes. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Stephens.™

Stephens: "First of all, 1is Representative Novak in t he
bui | di ng?"

Speaker Hartke: "Yes, the GCentleman from Kankakee 1is in his
chair."

Stephens: "I wouldn't want himto mss this. This... this Bil

was anended in commttee, the Anendnent becones the Bill

The... it anends the Gas Revenue Tax Act to change the
manner in which the invested capital tax is calculated for
utility conpanies that engage in both electric and gas
utility oper ati ons and have under gone corporate
restructuring as a result of electric deregulation. The..

there were sonme unintended consequences of electric

deregul ation. And one of those was... that if a portion of
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a conbined utilities electric facilities are sold or noved
to an affiliate, the utilities total invested capital may
be unchanged, but it's electric plant goes down while the
ratio of the gas plant to the total plant goes up. The
result is an increase in the ICT paid by the gas utility.
This occurs even though the actual investnent in the gas
utility has not changed, and even though the electric
utility part of the conpany pays the full tax on the
kilowatt hour... on the kilowatt hours distributed. That

was the nmethod that we chose under electric der eg

(sic-deregulation) to cover what used to be the personal

property tax that that was done away wth. This, this
Amendnent  which becane the Bill elimnates this unintended
consequence. It caps the gas utility portion of the |ICT,

paid by a conmbination wutility at an anount based on the
utilities 1996 gas utility plant in service. The base year
used for that was 1997, by the way, plus, any growth in the
utilities gas plant since 1996. Therefore, as the gas
utility plant grows, the utilities, ICT continues to grow
as well. The electric wutility part of the conbination
conpany woul d continue to pay the full amount of the tax on

kilowatt hours distributed as required by the Electric

Deregul ation Bill in... of 1997. 1'd be glad to answer any
questions. | would ask for your favorable consideration on
Senate Bill 946 as anended.”

Speaker Hartke: "Ladies and Gentlenen, this is Third Reading.
Wul d we pl ease | ower our voices, please? This is a very
i nportant piece of |egislation. Shhh Representative Novak."

Novak: "M. Speak... Sponsor yield, please."

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Novak: "Yes. | just... Representative Stephens you did a very...

you did an excellent job explaining this highly conplicated
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Amendnent . And just for the benefit of the Menbers on ny
side of the aisle thisis not a tax increase. This 1is
noncont roversi al . Let nme try to put it inits sinplest
forms if | can. This prevents conbination gas and electric
utilities from being double taxed. Wen we passed the
Electric Uility Restructuring Act, tw years ago, we
allowed utilities to restructure thenselves with the advent
of an open market and incidentally, the open market wl|
begin on October 1st of this year. So, as an unintended
consequence of this Act, the invested capital tax would
apply to both gas and utilities. There are a nunber of
utilities in this state that are conbination gas and
electric utilities. This nmakes sure that they're not
doubl e taxed. That's all it does. And I'd ask ny... ask

my coll eagues to support this Bill."

St ephens: "Representative, |... | appreciate you pointing that

Novak:

out and that just... | wanted to ask you while you had the
floor just a brief question because you are the expert."

"No, |"'mnot."

Stephens: "1 wonder if you could help us understand the | anguage

Novak:

t hat begins, 'an anount equal to 0.8%of a persons invested
capital for the taxable period ended Decenber 31, 1996
multiplied by a fraction of the nunerator of which is the
average of the begi nning and endi ng bal ance of the person's
gross cash utility plant in service and the denom nator of
which is the average of the beginning and endi ng bal ance of
the person's gross electric and gas wutility plant in
service as set forth in the person's annual report to the
I1linois Conmerce Conm ssion for the taxable period ended
Decenber 31, 1996, nodified by an adjustnent factor.'"

"You did an excellent job, Representative Stephens and |

agree with every word you said. And your pernutations are
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correct."”
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeki ng recognition, Representative Stephens, to close.”

St ephens: "1 woul d appreci ate everybody who understands this Bil
so well, voting 'yes'."

Speaker Hartke: "Question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 946 pass?' Al
those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed
vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wi sh? M.
Clerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 946, there are 113
Menmbers voting 'yes', 1 person voting 'no’ and 0 voting
"present'. And this Bill having received a Constitutional
Majority 1is hereby declared passed. Chair recogni zes the
CGentl eman from Du Page, Representative Daniels."”

Daniels, Lee: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House.
Many of you have net ny daughter, Laurie, previously on
several occasions. For those of you that are new to the
assenbly, Laurie visits us every year. She is a nenber of
the Bethshan Organi zation and joined today by M. Joe
Lanaga and Candice. And Laurie is here to... for her annual
visit and of course, M. Speaker, her annual nessage wth
your perm ssion.”

Speaker Hartke: "Yes."

Daniels, Lee: "All right, this is ny daughter, Laurie Daniels."

Daniels, Laurie: "I really want to tell you that you do a good
job for the new .. the new house that | wanted and thank
you for your help everyone. And God Bless."”

Dani el s, Lee: "Thank you, thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Thank you very nuch, Laurie. Chair recogni zes
the Gentleman from Sal i ne, Representative Fow er. For what
reason do you seek recognition?"

Fow er: "Thank you, M. Chairman. Let the record reflect on the

22


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
50t h Legi sl ative Day May 13, 1999
previous vote, on Senate Bill 946, | intended to cast an
"aye' vote on that."
Speaker Hartke: "The Journal will so reflect. On page 3 of the
Cal endar, appears Senate Bill 480. Representative Turner,
John Turner. M. Cerk, take that Bill out of the record.
What is the status of Senate Bill 906?"
Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 906 is on the Order of Senate Bills
Third Readi ng."
Speaker Hartke: "Place that Bill on the Order of Second Reading

for the purposes of an Anendnent, at the request of the

Sponsor. Now, on page 3 of the Calendar, appears Senate

Bill 480. Representative Turner. M. derk, read the
Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 480, a Bill for an Act anending the

Code of Gvil Procedure. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "M . Turner."

Turner, J.: "M. Speaker, you trying to confuse ne today?"

Speaker Hartke: "No, Sir, I'd commtted to M. O Connor that 1'd

call his Bill next for himto have the tinme and opportunity
to file an Anendnent. And | was living up to ny
commtnment. | cane right back to you."

Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Senate Bill 480, Senate
Bill 480 provides that charges inposed by an attorney,

hospital, or physician, for copying records may not exceed
a $25 handling charge, plus, 25¢ per page and it includes
75¢ per copy of mcrofiche or mcrofilmand actual shipping
costs provides that the handling charges shall include the
first ten pages or copies. It also provides that reasonabl e
charges may by inposed for duplication of materials that
cannot routinely be copied by conventional nethods such as,

X-Ray filnms or pictures. l'd be glad to answer any
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gquestions.™
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentl eman from Madi son, Representative Hoffman."

Hof fman: "Yes, will the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Hof f man: "Representative... explain to me the genesis of the
Bill, why we need to do this?"

Turner, J.: "Representative Hoffman, the actual genesis of the
Bill was... | like to think it was ny idea, although |
understand there are others that had the idea as well. As
you know, | have just a very limted practice of Ilaw, but
about a year and a half ago | had attenpted to obtain sone
records for a client. The records were from a physician
and | had sent for those records pursuant to having
provided a nedical information authorization form And
this particular physician had hired a corporation to
actually copy the records and mail themon to ne. And in
this particular case, | received one page and was charged
$35 and obviously, that's charge that, although, the
attorney pays up front, it's passed on to your client.
Well, this wasn't the first time that this had happened in
my very I|limted practice, in fact, it was a routine thing
that did occur. That was the nobst outrageous exanple,
however, | had ever seen of that occurring. And based upon
that, | subsequently had discussions with a nenber of the

[llinois State Bar Association and with a nenber of |TLA

and | found that it was a... an occurrence that was goi ng
on not only in, obviously in Logan County, where | was
practicing law, but all over... all over the state. And

that being the genesis then and then getting sonme
corroboration from other attorneys that this indeed was a

practice. | thought it was high tinme that we tried to put
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sone reasonabl eness into the statute with regard to persons
who want to obtain their mnedical records from their
physicians or fromtheir hospital. And after the Bill was
originally filed, pursuant to the request of the 1Illinois
State Medical Society, we also, added attorneys into the

Bill which I think was an excellent idea as well."

Hof fman: "And what we're really tal king about here, we're talking

Tur ner,

about a fee that ultimtely gets passed on to the client or

the consuner. Sone people may say, Wll, people who are
against this Bill may say well, "this is really hel ping out
the |awers.' But, it doesn't help out the |awers,

because ultimately, the <client or the consuner when a
settl enment occurs, pays for this. Is that right?"

J.: "That is exactly right. The client, obviously, has
to pay for these records if the client is getting those
from the attorney or the patient, ultimately, has to pay
for his or her owm records that he or she obtains from the
physician or fromthe hospital. So, you're exactly right,
the consuner being the patient, and/ or t he client

ultimately absorbs the cost.”

Hof f man: "M . Speaker, to the Bill."

Speaker

Har t ke: "To the Bill."

Hof fman: "I rise in support of this Bill. Let ne... let ne give

you just sone exanples of how corporations and entities
are, really, in ny opinion, taking advantage of injured
individuals. A hundred and forty-three pages, a hundred
and ninety- six dollar charge; that's for hospital records,
247pages, $292 charge; 320, $368 charge, we're just talking
about photo copies. Wth this Bill, 1is a reasonable
approach to say that we're not going to allow these
entities, we're not going to allowthese institutions to

take advantage of injured individuals. It's tine that we
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Speaker

Ryder :

stand up for the people who are injured. It's tine that we
make sure that, ultimately, you' re paying a reasonable fee
when you need these nedical records. Because what we're
tal king about 1is, essentially, getting your own records,
the records you're entitled to. So, vyou've already not
only paid for the nmedical process, you're just trying to
obtain your own nedical records. | ask for an 'aye' vote."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Jersey, Representative Ryder."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | wish to... if I can, | wish to
stand in opposition to this Bill. And | would like to draw
your attention to a fewof theitenms inthis Bill. The
Trial Lawyers have... have indicated that they have been
negotiating on this item but | don't believe that the
result of this Bill is the result of any negotiations that
have concluded in an agreenent. Rather, it's sinply the
Trial Lawers attenpt to cut down on sone of their
expenses. It attenpts to cut the cost or at least cap the
cost of their expenses, but there are a lot of other itens
t hat have not received any... that have not received any
di scussion as a result of this. The University of Illinois
Medi cal Center opposes it because it says that, 'under this
piece of legislation the University of Illinois will cost
$12,282 per nmonth', and that's even if they raise sonme of
t hese fees. This Bill which is placing or attenpting to
pl ace caps on these costs are the caps that are set by the
Trial Lawyers. It is not the caps that have been offered
whi ch sonme of the opponents indicate that they would be

willing, if you just do two things: raise it to $.50a sheet

and allow us to have a COLA. This Bill is opposed by many
folks, not the least of which is the Illinois State
Medi cal Society, and many other... organizations and al so
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the Illinois Hospital Association, Hospital and Health
Systens Associ ati on. The fees in other states are
considerably nore fair than the fees that are Ilisted in

this. W should tell these parties that they need to go
back and negotiate to an agreenent; not to conme to the
floor and say, 'This is our side, take it or leave it." W
should tell the parties that they need to go back and cone
to a point that puts some reasonabl eness in providing these
records, sone reasonableness. Oherwise, we're going to
require the consuner, in many cases the patients, to pay
far nore for this than they do nowin order to spread the
unfair costs that are being mandated by this Bill. At this
point, this represents one side of the story. | would
strongly suggest those of you that have considered this
piece of legislation, have been approached by persons on
behal f of this legislation, to suggest that your 'no' vote
is a determnation, a direction, to the parties to go back
and continue negotiating to an agreenent. W have one side
of the story here, the other side opposes. The other side
says, 'For $.50¢ and a COLA, we agree.' Vell, let's put

that on the table, too. Let's have a chance to vote for

that, as well. W won't get that chance unless we defeat
this Bill today, defeat it today and cone back with an... a
Bill that does have an agreenent by all the parties. And I
think that that is emnently doable. | would strongly urge

your opposition to this piece of legislation. And M.
Speaker, if | may, | do request a verification in the event
that it receives a requisite nunber of votes."
Speaker Hartke: "Your request wll be granted. The Chair
recogni zes the Lady from Cook, Representative Coul son.™
Coul son: "WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."
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Coul son: "M. Sponsor, |I'm right here. | have sonme questions.
Is this going to require providers who may at this tinme not

be charging their patients for copies of records to charge

their clients?"

Turner, J.: "No."

Coul son: "So, who... who does this mandate, this who does the
Bill mandate to pay?"

Turner, J.: "The Bill is not a nandate. The Bill places

limtations on what an attorney, a physician or a hospital
may charge their clients or their patients for the records
of those clients or patients. There is not a nandate,
however, within the |egislation."

Coul son: "But, nmy question on the Bill then becones it's a $25
handling fee. If | go to ny physician and want one page of
my nedical record, let's say ny imunizations, they nust
charge or they can charge nme $25 for that one page?"

Turner, J.: "Well, 1... yes they could charge it. It doesn't
mandate that it be charged. But, right now they could
charge you $45 or $85 or anything they wanted. This puts
sonme reasonabl eness into...

Coul son: "But, right now!l get it for free."

Turner, J.: "... and you could still get it for free. And if
you' ve been informed by soneone that this would prohibit
you from getting mnedical records or records from your
attorney for free, vyou ve been m sinforned. This Bil
doesn't mandate that an attorney, hospital, or physician
charge for copying costs.™

Coul son: "To the Bill. Thank you for clarifying that. 1... |I'm
still concerned that because we now have a handling fee
that patients will end up being charged $25 in order to get
copi es of one or two pages of their records, because this

is in law. And | really think we should continue to | ook
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at this Bill and nake sure that we're not causing consuners
to have increased costs that are not right now part of the
costs. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lang."

Turner. J: "M. Speaker, 1'd l|like to take this out of the
record. "

Speaker Hartke: "M. Clerk, take this Bill out of the record. On
page 4 of the Calendar, appears Senate Bill 1121,
Representative Kenner. M. Cerk, call the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1121, a Bill for an Act anending the
Crimnal Code of 1961. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Kenner."

Kenner: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies GCen... Ladies and
Gentl emen of the House. (1121) (sic-SB) is a very sinple
piece of |I|egislation passed out of the Senate unani nously
and also, conmttee unaninously. And what is does,
primarily, 1is clarify existing |law, and makes explicit a
mer chants discretion to notify police in cases where the
mer chant has detained a m nor suspected of shoplifting. |
woul d appreciate a 'yes' vote and wll entertain any
guestions at this time. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass
Senate Bill 1121?" Al those in favor wll signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed by voting 'no'. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wsh? M. derk, take the record. On
Senate Bill 1121, there were 113 Menbers voting 'yes', O
voting 'no' and O voting 'present'. And this Bill having
received a Constitutional Mjority is hereby declared

passed. Cerk, what is the status of Senate Bill 6567
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Representative Fritchey."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 656 had been read a second tineg,
previously. Amendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No
Motions have been filed. No Floor Amendnents approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 171, Representative
Reitz. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 171, the Bill has been read a second
time, previously. Anmendnents 1, 2, and 3 have been adopted
to the Bill. A Mtion to Table Arendnment #2 has been filed
by Representative Reitz."

Speaker Hartke: "Gentleman has noved to table Amendnent #2. Al |
those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In
the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it, and Amendnent
#2 is tabled. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Reitz has filed a Mtion to table
Amendnent #3."

Speaker Hartke: "Mbdtion IS to Tabl e Amendnent #3 by

Representative Reitz. Al those in favor will signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposing, by saying 'yes'; those
opposing saying 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the

"ayes' have it and the table, Mtion #3, Amendnent #3 has
been tabled."

Clerk Rossi: "No further Mdtions. No Floor Anmendnents have been
approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. On Second Readi ng appears Senate
Bill 1. Representative Scott. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. No Comm ttee Amendnents. Floor Anmendnent #1,
of fered by Representative Scott, has been approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Scott."
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Scott: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Floor Amendnent #1 just nakes a
techni cal change, so that we can keep the issue alive and
send it back to the Senate, in case there's nore we need to
do with the Bill. There is substantive things on the Bill
soit's not a shell.™

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion on the Anmendnent?
Seeing no one, the Chair recogni zes Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Yes, thank you very much, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Scott: "Sure."

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Bl ack: "Representative, it's a very technical Anendnent."

Scott: "Yeah."

Bl ack: "Does nothing to the Bill."

Scott: "Right."

Black: "Is... is your intent to nove this Bill to conference?"

Scott: "Well, here's what we'd |like to do, Representative. Yeah,
that's the intent. W're... the underlying portion of the
Bill is still good. It would provide for a booklet on the
pharmaceutical portion of circuit-breaker. That's a good
t hi ng. W' ve been in discussions with both the Senate and
with the Governor's office about whether or not there m ght
be the possibility to add nore prescriptions to the

circuit-breaker program So, we're keeping it alive in

case there's an agreenent that can be reached. |If there
can't, we'll just go ahead with the booklet portion of the
Bill. So, this is the way to do that."

Black: "Well, it mght also, be safe to assune that we m ght need
a circuit breaker Bill for sonething that cones up late in

t he Session, wouldn't we?"
Scott: "Well, that's not ny intent. | mean, ny... ny intention

is to... ny intentionis to try to make sure we coul d take
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care of this if there is an agreenent on, for exanple
Parkinson's, is one of the things we been talking about.
So, that... that's the idea behind this."

Black: "Ck. Fine. Al right. Thank you very nmuch. Thank vyou,

M. Speaker."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House

adopt Floor Anmendnent #1 to Senate Bill 1?° Al those in
favor will signify by saying 'yes'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And Floor
Amendnent #1 is adopted. Further Anmendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No Further Amendnents."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 544, Representative
Scott. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 544 has been read a second tine,
previously. No Committee Anend... Commttee Anendnents.
Fl oor Amendnent #1, offered by Representative Scott, has

been approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Scott."
Scott: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This is really the sane kind of
situation as Senate Bill 1 that we just tal ked about.

There's an under | yi ng change that's a depart nment
initiative, that's a good change. But there are nore
di scussions going on about if there's other things that we
can do to the Children's Health Insurance or Kid Care
Program So, we're just trying to keep it alive by sending

it back to the Senate."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question 1is, 'Shall the House
adopt Senate Bill, Floor Anendnent #1 to Senate Bill 544?

All those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'.

In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And Fl oor
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Amendnent #1 is adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Anendnents.”
Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 27, Representative
Hof f man. Representative Hoffman in the chanber? M.

Clerk, read... read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 27 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. Amendnents 1, 2, and 3 have been adopted to
the Bill. No Motions have been fil ed. FIl oor Anendment #5,

of fered by Representative Hoffrman, has been approved for
consi deration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hoffman."

Hof fman: "Yes, Senate... Anmendnent #5, essentially, just takes a
provision out of the Bill that the Adm nistrative Ofice of
I[1linois Courts wanted out of it. Essentially, what it does
is just make sure that they're okay with the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
Representati ve Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Yeah, thank vyou very nmuch, M. Speaker. Woul d t he
Sponsor yiel d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Bl ack: "Representative, is there anything in Anmendnment #5 that
would require the task force to study why we can't recruit
and retain attorneys in the Illinois Justice Systenf

Hof fman: "No, essentially, it's ny understanding what Anmendnent
#5 does is there was sonme concern fromthe Admnistrative
Ofice of Illinois Courts that we would, this task force
would get into the issue of qualifications for attorneys.
Ckay? And that, essentially, is the purview of the courts
and not the Legislature. So, what we didis we just
cleared that up. The whole idea is to do, essentially,
what you're saying. W're trying to... to figure out how

we can keep and retain assistant state's attorneys and
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assi stant public defenders, in the public sector.™
Bl ack: "Well, when you say the qualification of attorneys, | nean

isn't that rather straightforward, a | aw degree, pass the

bar? | nmean, what other qualifications could there be?"
Hof f man: "Yeah, that's why we took this out of the, of course..
Bl ack: "Ch, so that's out?"
Hof fman: "... That's what we took out, yeah."
Bl ack: "Ckay, well I... that makes ne... | can sleep better at
night because | didn't know we were having any trouble

recruiting attorneys."

Hof fman: "I... | know that... you're in favor of nore attorneys,
Representative."

Black: "But, so... so we're not going to study why we're not able

to recruit or retain, is that right?"

Hof f man: "Attorneys general ly?"

Bl ack: "In general, not the Attorney CGeneral but, in general."

Hof fman: "In general, right."

Bl ack: "Attorneys as a group, as a protected class.”

Hoffman: "Right, that's not the intent, | think we probably, as
an attorney, | think we have enough attorneys. I"d 1ike
| ess attorneys. But... what we're tal king about is just

the public sector, assistant state's attorneys, assistant
public defenders."”

Bl ack: " Ckay. Sounds like a wonderful idea to ne, thank you
Representative."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question 1is, 'Shall the House
adopt Fl oor Anmendnent #5 to Senate Bill 27?" Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And Fl oor
Amendnent #5 is adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”
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Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 150, Representative

Granberg... or Brunsvold. Wuld you like to <call that
Bill? Representative Brunsvol d. M. derk, read the
Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 150 has been read a second tine

previ ously. No Comm ttee Amendnents. Floor Anendnment #1,
of fered by Representative Brunsvold, has been approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Brunsvold."

Brunsvol d: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. House Anmendnent to (150)
(sic-SB) addresses the problem that was brought up by
Representative Black in dealing wth a cap on the fees.
And the Anendnent sinply states that, 'the fees each of

which may not exceed $250 or an anmount approved by the

Joint Commttee on Adm nistrative Rules." So, this would
be subject... the whole... the whole Bill would subject to
the... appropriations, be subject to JCAR and put a fee
on... a cap as was requested by M. Black."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Black: "Yeah, |... just a couple of questions. | appreciate the
Gentleman's attenpt to clarify this Bill that we discussed
the other day. Staff has brought up a very interesting
guestion and that 1is, that the Amendnent says plural, it
says, 'fees (plural), each of which may not be nore than
$200." For legislative intent, do we have any idea how
many fees are we contenpl ating?”

Brunsvold: "This Bill my be... and really talking to the
conmi ssion nenbers, the fees here will only be fees for

actual costs of supplying the program of codes to the
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contractors. This agency ... or this commssion is not in
the business to nake any noney. So there may be a fee for
a booklet, a very small fee, maybe $2. And there may be a
fee for access to a conputer database that would be used

for the building codes, of which they would buy a password

and be able to wuse it to identify plunbing codes, for

exanple."
Black: "All right, and then | heard you nention sonething about
subject to appropriation. | don't understand, what would

be subject to appropriation?”

Brunsvold: "The original Bill... the original Bill in t he
| anguage with the revolving fund, which this Bill really
sets up a fund for the building conmssion, is subject to
our appropriation. And so we would be scrutinizing what
they do and it'd be subject to the audits..."”

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Brunsvold: "... that would be done by the Auditor General."

Bl ack: "Fine, thank you very nuch, Representative. | appreciate
your forthright answers."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the questionis, ' Shall the House
adopt Fl oor Anmendnent #1 to Senate Bill 150?" Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And Fl oor
Amendnent #1 is adopted. Further Anmendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 391, Representative
Meyer. M. Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 391 has been read a second tineg,
previ ously. No Commttee Amendnents. Floor Anmendnent #1,
of fered by Representative Meyer, has been approved for

consi deration."
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Speaker Hartke: "Representative Meyer."

Meyer: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Fl oor Amendnent #1 is sinply added as a technical
Amendnent to be adopted, hopefully, and passed out of this
House, which would send the Bill back to the Senate so that
we could forma Conference Conmttee on it. The Bil
itself passed out of conmttee wth the no dissenting
votes, but | agreed to try and work on sone |anguage and
this just keeps the ability for us to reach that |anguage
over the course of the next week, to a few days. I'd
appreci ate your support.”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House
adopt Fl oor Anmendnent #1 to Senate Bill 391?" Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion
of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And Floor Amendnent #1
i s adopted. Further Anmendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 392, Representative
Dart. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 392 has been read a second tine,
previously. Anmendnents 1 and 2 were adopted in conmmttee.
No Motions have been filed. Floor Amendnent #3, offered by
Representative Dart, has been approved for consideration.”

Dart: "Can you pull this for one nonent? | nmove to table
Amendnent #3."

Speaker Hartke: "The Gentleman w t hdraws Amendnent #3."

Dart: "Wthdraw Amendment #3."

Speaker Hartke: "Further Amendnents?"

Clerk Rossi: "Floor Amendnent #4, offered by Representative
Dart."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Dart."

37


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

50t h Legi sl ative Day May 13, 1999
Dart: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. Anmendnent

#4 pulls out the original contents of the Bill. This is a
Bill that's going through the Senate right now and it's on
Third Reading. I'mled to believe that's the Bill that's

going to finish in a clean fashion. This would |eave it
with just the Amendnent |'d placed on commttee. ' d
informed the commttee nenbers about ny intention to do
this if the Bill was noving through the Senate. And |
talked with Mnority Spokesman yesterday, | don't know of
any opposition to the Anendnent."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Madi son, Representative Stephens.”

Stephens: "I have an inquiry of the Chair."

Speaker Hartke: "State your inquiry."

Stephens: "If the Senate's on Third Reading, may we ask | eave of
the Body to introduce peopl e?"

Speaker Hartke: "State your inquiry."

Stephens: "If the Senate is on Third Reading, may we ask | eave of
the Chair to make personal introductions?"

Speaker Hartke: "W are not on Third Readings. |If you'd like to

do a personal introduction that's, your... you may."

St ephens: "No, | have no one here to visit ne."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House

adopt Fl oor Anmendnent #1 to Senate Bill 392?" Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion
of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And Fl oor Anmendnent #4
i s adopted. Further Anmendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. On page 11 of the Calendar,
appears Senate Bill 1010, Representative Novak. M. derk,

read the Bill."
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Cerk

Speaker
Novak:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Rossi: "Senate Bill 1010 has been read a second tine,
previously. No Commttee Amendnents. Floor Anmendnent #2,
offered by Representative Novak, has been approved for

consi deration."

Hart ke: "Representative Novak."
"Thank you, M. Speaker. Floor Amendnent #2 becones the
Bill. It is a 270.000,000 initiative of the Metropolitan

Pier and Exposition Authority. There are no increases in
t axes. This sinply would allow themto take sone of this
bond noney that they are... that they <currently have
t hrough the current taxes that are inposed and to refinance
sone of their debt. And also, to use some of the bal ance
of this noney to initiate sone projects to keep sone of our
convention business in the Gty of Chicago, which benefits
not only the city, but... the entire State of Illinois. To
give you an exanple, the Radiological Society, which is
probably one of the nost premere conventions, has been
held at MCormck Place for many years and... due to
conditions and conpetition wth other areas around the
country they decided to pull out and go to anot her venue.
Well, sonme changes were nade last year in the MCorm ck
Place legislation that | was happy to, to Sponsor and they
were lured back to the Cty of Chicago. So, we have to do
everything wthin our resources to nmake sure that we keep a
ot of convention activity going on at MCorm ck place.
It's very inportant that we keep this Bill going along, so
we get it to go back to the Senate for concurrence and
back to the Governor's desk. Be nore than happy to
entertain any questions."

Hartke: "The Chair recogni zes the GCentleman from
Verm |ion, Representative Black."

"Yes, thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor
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yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Bl ack: "Representative, in Floor Amendnent #2, do you have
specific | anguage that prevents any of this bonding
authority being used to construct a sports stadiumfor any
professional, well wait a mnute let's back up we're
tal ki ng about Chi cago, any sem -professional football team
accessing this noney for a stadi unf"

Novak: "Well, Representative Black, |I'm sure you're a Chicago
Bear fan."

Bl ack: "Absolutely."

Novak: "I nean, you know, they won it a few years ago."

Black: "Well, they have fallen on hard tines, Sir."

Novak: "We hope that with their new coach they will get back up
t here again and conpete.”

Black: "I'"'ma Cub fan, I'"'man eternal optimst."

Novak: "To answer your question, there is anything, there isn't
anything in this legislation that allows any type of sports
facility to be built."

Black: "In fact, is there |anguage that specifically prohibits
any of this bonding authority to be used for a sports
st adi unf"

Novak: "That is in the current law. You are exactly correct.”

Black: "Okay. Now, with... with and these are big figures for a
country boy like ne. It's hard for ny little old
calculator to get up into these hundreds of mllions. l's
there anything in this Amendnent.. ..

Novak: "You ain't seen not hi ng yet, but go ahead,
Representative."

Bl ack: that's what | understand, sonebody nentioned that to

nme. Is there anything in this Arendnent... |'ve got a

little civic center down in ny district and you know, we
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need... we need sone additional parking. There wouldn't be
any way | could access sone of these bond funds for that

Novak:

Bl ack:
Novak:

Bl ack:

Novak:
Bl ack:
Novak:
Bl ack:
Novak:
Bl ack:

Novak:

Bl ack:

Novak:
Bl ack:

woul d t here be?"

"No, this revenue streamis, maybe for the benefit of the
Menbers | should reiterate what the revenue streamis. The
| egislation was passed, | believe, in 1991 and there were
extra taxes at restaurants within a certain geographical
area in the Gty of Chicago, egress and ingress fees on
taxes or on taxicab services for O Hare airport. So, these
are Chi cago-based fees and taxes that are generated..

"Oh. "

specifically and exclusively for the Metropolitan
Pier and Exposition Authority."

"I see, so these are only Chicago taxes. Hotel, notel,
restaurant...”

"When you take your lovely wife to Chicago..."

taxis..."

and you go to one of their premere restaurants..."”
oh, love to."

you will pay that extra tax."

"Ch wait, what? Well, you didn't explain it that way. I

don't Ilive in Chicago. You nean if | go visit that
beautiful city, | have to pay the tax, too? Can | get a
ref und?"”

"Anybody... anybody that goes to a certain restaurant

wi thin that geographical area, where these extra taxes are
i nposed, has to pay that tax."

"Wl |, woul d this i ncl ude t hat rest aur ant t hat
Representative Fritchey fronts for? You know, his pictures
in the paper, full page picture."

"I's that sort of an Irish nanme restaurant?"

"Yeah, [ can't r enenber t he nane but, |  think
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Representative Erwn has had her picture..."

Novak: "Is it Ms. O Leary's restaurant or sonething |like that?"

Black: "... yeah, | think Representative Burke has endorsed it.
|'ve never seen a downstate Republican being featured in
the ad, but is it..."

Novak: "You know | haven't either but, you know | have a seat
mat e over here and her last nane, | think, is the sanme nane
as this restaurant."

Black: "... Does she have an ownership interest in that
rest aurant ?"

Novak: "I would have to ask the legislator in Coal Cty. | don't
know i f she does."

Black: "All right. Now that you nention it, it is the sane
nanme. "

Novak: "Yes."

Black: "Now, if you..."

Novak: "I believe the nanme of that restaurant that M. Fritchey
pronotes is the sane | ast nane as...

Black: "... well, downstate we call it shilling, but whatever you
want to «call it. If... if... if you pr onot e t he
restaurant, are you then exenpt fromthe tax when you go to
eat in that restaurant?”

Novak: ... you know, | don't know. |'ve, | wish | was fortunate
enough to pronote that restaurant, Representative Black."

Bl ack: "Ch, | do, too."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion to the Amendnent? The Chair
recogni zes..."

Bl ack: "Representative, this 1is... M. Speaker, this is to the
Amendnent. This goes to the heart of the Anmendnent. Thi s
is how we finance these bonds. And you know what M.
Speaker, as a fellow downstater, Representative Novak has

done an outstanding job of making this Anendnent totally
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and t horoughly confusing and | comend himfor that."

Novak: "Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Livingston,
Representati ve Rut her f or d. He decl i nes. Furt her
di scussion? Seeing that no one is seeking recognition,
Representati ve Novak asks for the adoption of Floor
Amendnent #2 to Senate Bill 10107 Al those in favor
signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no’'. In the opinion of
the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And Floor Anmendnent #2 1is
adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. On Third Readi ng appears Senate
Bill 1141, Representative Lang. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1141, a Bill for an Act anending the
II'linois Muinicipal Code. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Lang."

Lang: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen. This Bil
sinply provides that no nunicipality can owmn a cable tv
system unless they put it to referendum first. |  would
ask for your support.”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Yes, thank you very much, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Bl ack: "Representative, this is a very interesting Bill, very
interesting Bill. In other words, if I liveina city of
2000 people and ny elected city government is not happy
with the quality of service that a cable tv conpany is
giving to us, if we want to band together an build our own

cable tv system if this Bill becones | aw we have to have a
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public referendum Is that... is that right?"
Lang: "M . Black, once the nmunicipality gives a franchise to a

Bl ack:

cable franchisee, they spend mllions of dollars to put
that cable systeminto place. Under the Federal Laws now
muni cipality can have a conpetitive cable system/|l ocally.
But it seens to ne for a nunicipality to, after allowng a
cable franchise to spend mllions of dollars to lay cable
and to market the system to then go into conpetition wth
them thenself, is inappropriate. Now, the Bill does say
that, '"a nmunicipality can't have a conpetitive system that
they own for a fee.' They could have a conpetitive system
that they give away, which certainly woul d be in
conpetition wth the cable conmpany. But, there's good..

it seens to nme good public policy reasons for saying to the
muni ci pality, it's inappropriate to allow these conpanies
to spend mllions of dollars and then have themturn around
and turn the tables on themparticularly since it's the
| ocal municipality that gives the franchise. They draft
the agreenents. It's up to them to put proposals and
clauses in that contract with the cable franchise to nmake
sure that they have a way to go back to the cabl e conpany
and say, 'You're not doing a good j ob. Thi s IS
i nappropriate.' Mst nmunicipalities, | knowthe one I |ive
in, has a cable commttee and they work very closely with

the cabl e franchi sees to make sure that they're toeing the

mar k. ' That's what the cable franchise contract is al
about . "
"Thank you, Representative. 1... you know I... | hope

everybody was paying attention to your answer, because |..
| disagree with a couple of parts of your answer. You
said, and alnbst a direct quote if | could, 'if a

muni ci pality grants a franchise allow ng a cable tv conpany
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to spend mllions of dollars to build it.' Excuse ne?
Al | owi ng a cable conpany to spend mllions. In ny

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

experience, cable conpanies cone and conpete wth each
other and fall over thenselves wanting to spend mllions of
dollars to establish a cable tv conpany. Wy? Because
they expect to make a profit, a return on that investnent.
| don't think it has anything to do with a conmunity
allowwng a cable tv conpany to cone into their fair
community and allow ng the cable conpany to spend mllions
of dollars. On the contrary, cable conpanies are first to
get in line. They want to spend these mllions of dollars
in comunities. And M. Speaker, if | could, to the Bill."

Hartke: "To the Bill."

"This goes to the heart of ny opposition to the Bill. The
cabl e conpany wants to service your community, and expects

and rightfully so rightfully so expects to nake a profit on

their investment. Well, | sponsored about 6 years ago, the
very Bill, that this Bill wll render neutral. And | did
so on the behalf of many small comunities in ny

legislative district. And let nme tell you why | sponsored
the Bill that said, 'if a community wants to build it's own
cable tv system it was free to do so.' Now, you ve also
heard the Sponsor say that, 'the Federal Governnent has now
allowed a conpeting television cable conpany to cone in.
And | think that's being done in sone comunities right
now. And conpetition is supposed to be good. M. Speaker,

if we could have sone order in the chanber.™

Hartke: "Ladies and Gentlenen, let... the discussers of
the Bill have asked for you to pay attention. So pl ease,
could we give the... SHHH. "

"Ladi es and CGentlenen of the House, if you live in a |large

city, with a high population density, you' re not gonna have
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to worry about the quality of cable tv and the service you

get. But the diversity of this state and why | sponsored
the Bill six years ago that said a cable... a comunity
could get in the cable business if they wanted to, 1is
because of the differences in this state. |If you live in a
town and the district in ny... the little towm in ny

district that precipitated this is a town of fewer than a
t housand people and when they had service conplaints, if
your grandnother's cable television didn't work, you know
what the cable tv conpany told her, '"we'll cone out to your
little town when you get ten people, ten people to call us,
ten people to call us, and say that your cable doesn't
work.' Now, that's... you stop to think of that, that's
service, that's what |I'm paying noney for? Well we had a
public neeting in that conmmunity and the citizens of that
comunity were outraged. And so they asked ne to Sponsor a
Bill that said, 'If we can't get any better service from
our cable tv conpany than that, then we want the ability
for us to band together as a small community, and we'll get
in the cable tv business.' Once we passed that |aw, you
know what happened? Those little bitty towns got service.
When your grandnother called and said, 'My cable doesn't
wor k, they cane right out. Wy? Because they knew that
the comunity had a weapon to use. And that is, if you
don't give us good service, if you don't gi ve us

conpetitive rates, we have the ability in a very smal

conpact community, we'll get in the cable tv business and
we'll conpete directly with you. Now, what does this Bil

do? That Bill... this Bill takes that club away from the
hundreds of small communities throughout Illinois. So, you

have no club, if you're in a town like many of themare in

my district of a thousand people or less, and you're not
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happy wth your <cable tv system you're out of |uck.
Because they're just gonna tell ya, 'W have the franchi se,
you can't build a system and furthernore another cable
system isn't gonna cone in and want to do business in a
small town. So, you're out of [luck.' These, | would
submt to you that small towns need the ability to say, 'if
you can't provide the service, we will |look into providing
our own cable service and we will go into business against
you.' That's the club that keeps small conmunities able to
access quality cable television. You take that club away,
and you put many of our small comunities, particularly
downstate, at considerable risk at the whimof |arge cable
conpanies. It isn't like it is 20 years ago, when cable
conpanies were owned by your friends and nei ghbors in your
comunity. They are huge congl onerat es. If the idea of a
referendumis so good... let ne ask you a question. In ny
home town, Warner, Tinme-Warner Cable is being absorbed by
TCl. Wiy don't we have the opportunity to go to a public
referendum and say 'we are happy, we're very happy with
Warner Cable. We would prefer not to be absorbed by TC.'
We don't have that right. There's no referendum War ner,

TCI get together, one's gonna buy the other and it says,

"we're your cable conpany and if you don't |I|ike you can
di sconnect your cable.’ Well, that's hardly a system of
busi ness that | grew up wth. For towns of a thousand

people or less, do you think if the community doesn't want
to get in the cable tv business that a mayor or a city
council menber will proceed? Absolutely not, all of these
peopl e know each other and if they go against the w shes of
their constituents in a small town, they won't | ast through
the next election. This Bill does not benefit the

consuners in small downstate rural areas one bit. And if
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Speaker

Lei t ch:

it's fair for comunities to have to do it, then | would
suggest that we anend the Bill on its face, and say, 'Wen
we get bought out, when our cable conpany that we know and
i ke and enjoy gets purchased, why don't we have the right
of referendun?'" VWhy isn't that in the Bill? WlIl, no, for
obvi ous reasons. Ladies and CGentlenen, |'ve been there,
|"ve conducted... town neetings. |'ve been in comunities,
and |'mtelling you right now, if you take away a snal

comunities |everage to say, If we don't get service from

you, we wll Jlook at going into business in direct
conpetition with you. [If you take away that |everage to
small comunities, then our small communities are at the
conplete nercy of the <cable conglonerates. And these

conpanies are getting bigger and bigger and bigger every
day. This business... this Bill does absolutely nothing to

protect the consunmer in rural areas and | hope anybody who

has those small comunities in their district will vote
"no'."
Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl emen from Peoria, Representative Leitch."

" Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker and Ladies and
Gentl emen of the House. Representative Black could not be
nmore correct. This isn't a consuner Bill, this is a Bil
to prevent communities fromhaving sone tool, some neans,
to express thenselves to the arrogant and the very
difficult cable conpanies who are inpervious to public
opinion in our comunities. This Bill to borrow from
Representative Black, is an outrage, as far as the snaller
communities are concerned. This just remnds ne of a few
years ago when all of the sudden, these $5.00 charges
started appearing as late fees on the $19 bills that nost

peopl e were getting for their cable. And | called them
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then, and | said, 'What is the deal on these five dollar
charges? And they said, '"Oh, that's just for people who
are being delinquent after a nonth or two or three, we
woul d have the authority to inpose these $5.00 charges on

$19 bills.' Wll, that was just ridiculous. | went on

vacation, cane back, m ssed by a couple of days and sure

enough there was that $5 bill. And | called themup, and
they said, "Oh, well, we were msinformed and corporate
headquarters had inposed this thing anyway.' These
conpanies are out of control. They are not payi ng

attention to the communities in Princeton and other
communities where they are noving to try and develop their
own cable systens. This Bill sinply is neans by which the
| arge cable conpanies with their mllions and mllions of
dollars can cone in and prevent those communities from
exacting their will. | strongly urge a 'no' vote on this
Bill. And | hope that you will join with ne in preserving
the ability of our smaller communities to have sone snal
| everage against the large cable conpanies and their
arrogance. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
CGentl eman from Kendall, M. Cross. For what reason do you

seek recognition?"

Cross: "WIIl... WIIl the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Indicates he wll."

Cross: "Representative, as | look at this Bill, there is nothing
inthis Bill that prohibits a cable conpany... I"'msorry a

municipality if they want to get into the cabl e business,
fromdoing that. |Is that correct?"

Lang: "That's absolutely right. It sinply says if they want to
do it, they need to ask the voters for permssion to do it.

After all, if they're going to lay cable... if they're
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going to get involved in the cable business, it's going to
cost the taxpayers of that comunity a sizable sum of
noney. "
Cross: "M understanding of the | aw, Representative, and you can
correct me if I"'mwong, is if a nunicipality wants to get

into the electric business, the water business, or the

sewer business, they have to do it by referendum [Is that

correct?"
Lang: "You are correct."
Cross: "In reading this Bill and ny understanding of the cable

i ndustry, or of this issue in dealing with cable as well as
electric, et cetera, if the city gets into the business of
their owmm of running a cable conpany, independent of a
separate conpany, if they go belly up, if they don't nake
any noney, everybody in the nmunicipality is on the hook for
t hat . Everybody in the nmunicipality pays for the debt.
Is that correct?"

Lang: "You are correct."”

Cross: "One of the other things that |I find interesting, and once
again please correct ne if I"'mwong. There isn't exanple
of a nmunicipal-run cable conpany in the country that's nade
noney. Do you know if that's accurate or not,
Represent ati ve?"

Lang: "Well, | don't know, but |'msure that you've done the
research on it, Representative. So I'm certainly gonna
take you at your word."

Cross: "I think the answer is probably 'yes', Representative."

Lang: "Well, then ny answer is probably 'yes', also.”

Cross: "Very briefly, M. Speaker, to the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Cross: "I think it's wvery crucial to understand what this Bil

does and what it does not do. This Bill sinply says,
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Speaker

Dur ki n:

"Municipality, if you want to get into the cabl e business,
you have to do it by referendum' How can anybody on this
House floor argue wth the letting people in their own
muni ci palities make the deci sion whether or not you want
the municipality to get into the business of running a
cabl e conpany? Wwo can argue wth letting the people
decide whether or not they want their municipality to get
into an industry that is changing on a day-by-day basis?
It's an industry that does not nake noney all the tine.
And why on earth do you want to let your nunicipality run
the risk of getting on the hook? And it is sinply fair
that everybody in the municipality ought to have the
opportunity to vote on whether or not they want the
muni ci pality to go into the cable business. |f you believe

in referenduns and if you believe in letting peopl e decide,

then you ought to be '"yes'. |If you don't, you can vote
'no' on this Bill. Thank you M. Speaker."
Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Durkin."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise in support of this Bill
Senate Bill 1141, like a Representative Cross just said is
not prohibited. Does not prohibit a municipality from

moving in this direction. But this is sonmething which is a
nontraditional function of |ocal governnment and | think as
a resident | wuld be concerned about my nunicipality

moving in this direction. Because this is a proprietary

i ndustry, something which | think is very risky, as
Representative Cross said. And if | live in nmy community
and the town wants to have a local-run cable tv sit... or
show or run a station, | think it should be left best
left... to the voters to make that decision. | would want

that and everybody in this chanmber would want that. We're
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not saying you can't do it. Just do it by | ocal
ref erendum | think it's reasonable and |I'm supporting

this legislation.”

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Livingston, Representative Rutherford."

Rut herford: "M . Speaker, thank you very nuch. | rise in support
of this legislation. | think it's inportant to echo sone
of the previous speaker's coments in regards to |ocal
deci sion-making and referendum opportunity. The capital
investnment that it is going to take enter into sone type of
cable program for a nunicipality IS a significant
investnment and it's inperative that the citizenry in the
comunity do have the opportunity to voice as to whether
they should be at risk for sonmething like this. And | do
stand in support of Representative Lang, Durkin, Cross,
Persico, and Wjcik's Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? This Bill's on Standard
Debate. Three people have spoken in favor. Is there
anyone standing in opposition? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative Lang to close.”

Lang: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Just briefly, | appreciate the
coments of all who have supported. For those who have a
problemw th it, take another look at it. Al it says 1is
that if a municipality is going to spend the noney of the
comunity to put down a conpetitive cable service after
they've given a franchise, they ought to let the voters
decide. And if vyou're having trouble wth your cable
system locally, look to your nunicipal people to wite
better franchise agreenents. That's how you fix a cable
problem in your community. This Bill wll help you have
better cable service. Vote 'aye'."

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor's asked for the passage of Senate
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Bill 1141. All those in favor will vote 'yes'; all those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who

wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 1141, there are
82 Menbers voting 'yes', 31 Menbers voting 'no', and 1
Menber voting 'present'. And this Bill having received the
Constitutional Majority is hereby declared passed. The
Chair would I|ike to nmake an announcenent. We will be in
Session on Friday. There will be no Session Saturday or
Sunday. But we wll be in Session Monday, at 4:00 p. m
On Second Readi ng, appears Senate Bill 561, Representative
Hanbs. Qut of the Record. Senate Bill 818, Representative

Sommer . M. Cerk, read the Bill.™"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 818 has been read a second tine,

Speaker

Sommer :

Speaker

previ ously. No Commttee Amendnents. Floor Anmendnent #1,
of fered by Representative Somer, has been approved for

consi deration."

Hartke: "Representative Somer."
"Thank you, M. Speaker. Floor Anmendnment #1 addresses
the section regarding, reporting of abuse. There was

concern expressed in conmttee regarding that section and
it was to be held on the Second Reading for that. The
Amendnent addr esses reporting of abuse, nmakes that
voluntary and nmakes the testinony also voluntary. The
Attorney Ceneral agrees with this change in this Bill."
Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is 'Shall the House adopt
Fl oor Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 818?" All those in favor
signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of
the Chair the 'ayes' have it and Floor Amendnent #1 is

adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further anendnents.'
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Speaker Hartke: "Third Readi ng. Senat e Bill 918.
Representative... excuse nme 910, Representative Stroger.

Qut of the Record. Senate Bill 941, Representative Currie,
Barb Currie. M. Cerk, read the Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "Senate..."

Speaker Hartke: "Qut of the Record. Qut of the Record. Senat e

Bill 1018, Representative Currie. M. derk, read the
Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1018 is been read a second tine,

previ ously. No Commttee Anendnents. Floor Amendnent #1
of fered by Representative Barbara Currie has been approved
for consideration."”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie. Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. This is a
techni cal Amendnent so that this Bill can be wused to
incorporate sonme of the provisions of Governor Ryan's
I[I'linois First initiative. |1'd appreciate your support,
happy to answer your questions.”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from McHenry, M. Skinner."

Skinner: "The Representative is in the great tradition of Zeke
Gorgi. | wonder if she could elaborate a bit on what this

Amendnent does?"

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you for the conplinent, Representative."

Skinner: "You're welcone."

Currie: "This is a shell Amendnent to a shell Bill. The point

woul d be to put this in Conference Commttee and use it to

i ncor porate provisions that wll be relevant to the
i npl ementation of the Governor's Illinois First Plan."
Skinner: "That was clear as a soap bubble. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one seeking
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recognition, the questionis, 'Shall the House adopt Fl oor

Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 1018? Al those in favor
signify by saying 'yes'; those opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair the 'ayes' have it. And Fl oor

Amendnent #1 is adopted. Further Anmendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Anendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 1028, Representative
Currie. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1028, has been read a second tine,
previously. No Commttee Anendnents. Fl oor Anmendnent #1,
of fered by Representative Barbara Currie, has been approved
for consideration."”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. This, too,
is a technical Anendnent to a Bill that only contains
techni cal provisions. It, too, would be available to be

used for the provisions inplenenting t he Governor's

II'linois First Program | would appreciate your support.”
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House

adopt Floor Anmendnent #1 to Senate Bill 1028?" Al those
in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair the 'ayes' have it. Floor Amendnent
#1 i s adopted. Further Anendnents.”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents."

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 1203, Representative
Currie. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1203, the Bill's been read a second
tine, previ ously. No Comm ttee Amendnent s. Fl oor
Amendnent #1 offered by Representative Barbara Currie, has
been approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie.”
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Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. This, too, is a neasure that wll

have the effect of offering us a Conference Committee

opportunity to inplement Illinois First."
Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House

adopt Floor Anmendnent #1 to Senate Bill 1203?" Al those
in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. 1In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have and the Floor
Amendnent #1 is adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 1088, Representative
Righter. M. Cerk, call the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1088, the Bill has been read a second
tine, previ ously. No Comm ttee Amendnent s. Fl oor
Amendnent #1, offered by Representative Dale Righter, has
been approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Righter."

Righter: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Floor Amendnent #1 is a technical Amendnent. It
will allowus to nove this legislation out of this chanber
and into the Senate. And subsequently into a Conference
Comm ttee. This is a EPA Bill, negotiations are ongoing
bet ween environnental groups and the business groups, and

very close to an agreenent or may have an agreenent as |

speak. | would just ask the floor that Anendnent #1 be
adopt ed. "

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition... no wait a mnute, Representative
Erwn. "

Erwn: "Thank you, Speaker. |, too, rise in support of this
techni cal Amendnent. We understand that there is a... a
close to an agreenment... on this and I... too would urge
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adoption of Amendnent #1."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question 1is, 'Shall the House
adopt Fl oor Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 10887 Al  those
in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Floor
Amendnent is adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Representative Mtchell, for
what reason do you seek recognition?"

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise on a point of
personal privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Mtchell, J.: "lI'd like to introduce Tomand Ruth Ann Finley from
Greenup, they are visiting today. They are parents of
Jeffrey and... Jeffrey Finley from Cunberland H gh School
or Cunberland School in Neoga Lawn, who is ny Page today.
Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Welcone to the CGeneral Assenbly. Senate Bil
1009, Representative McKeon. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1009, the Bill has been read a second
time, previously. Anendnent #1 was adopted in Conmttee.
Fl oor Amendnent #2, offered by Representative MKeon, has
been approved for consideration."”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative MKeon."

McKeon: "M . Speaker, | nove to Table Floor Amendnent 2. | nove
to table Fl oor Amendnment 2."

Speaker Hartke: "The Mdtion is to table, w thdraw Arendnent #2.
Furt her Amendnent s?"

Clerk Bolin: "Floor Amendnent #3, offered by Representative
McKeon, has been approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Representative MKeon."
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McKeon: "M . Speaker, | nove adoption of Floor Amendnent 3. | t
becomes the Bill. The only difference fromthe underlying

Bill wwth Conmttee Anendnent #1, it specifies a date for
the Secretary of State to nake certain records available in
digital format and on the Internet."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is 'Shall the House adopt
Fl oor Amendnent #3, to Senate Bill 10097 Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion
of the Chair, the "ayes' have it. And Fl oor Amendnent #3
i s adopted. Further Anmendnents?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Anendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Readi ng. Representati ve G anber g.
Representative G anberg in the chanber? Representati ve
Hanos. Senate Bill... Senate Bill 561, Representative
Hanbs. M. Cderk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 561, the Bill has been read a second
tine, previ ously. No Comm ttee Anendnents. Fl oor
Amendnent #1, offered by Representative Hanbs, has been

approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hanos."

Hanos: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen. Floor
Amendnent #1 actually deletes the wunderlying Bill. The
underlying Bill had to do wth a health care surrogate
provi sions, and that Bill already passed in the Senate. So,
to create a clean Bill which | wll be presenting on Third

Readi ng, we deleted the underlying Bill and that's all this
Amendnent does. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Logan, Representative Turner."

Turner, J.: "Thank you M. Speaker. Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "She indicates she will."
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Tur ner,

Tur ner,

Tur ner,

Hanos:
Tur ner,

Hanos:

Tur ner,

J.: "Representative, |I'mjust curious as to the Floor
Amendnent  #1, how does that relate to the underlying Bill?
Qobvi ously, the question is, is it germane?"

"As | understand it, Representative Turner, both sections
of the Bill had to do wth changes in the Probate Act. And
that was the connection, the single subject connection.”

J.: "Representative, |I'm sorry, | couldn't hear you
Could... Could you just repeat it again? I know it was only
a short statenent.”

"Just one mnute, Representati ve. l"'m so sorry,
Representative Turner, | was actually speaking to Anendnent
#2. Amendnment  #1, if | can backtrack for a nonent, is an
Amrendnent to the Probate Act. It provides for t he
conpensation of public admnistrators and it provides that
the public admnistrator will be paid... a conpensation set
by the county board as is true in the County of Cook. That
is what Floor Amendment #1 does."

J.: "Ckay. And as | recall, the original Bill had
sonet hing... had sone |language in it which it set a ceiling
of like 5% is that correct? AmI thinking of the correct
Bill?"

"Yes, as | under...."
J.: "And you elimnate that |anguage?"
"Right. As | understand it, the original Bill actually

fixed by statute, the limt on what public admnistrators

could earn as... could receive as conpensation out of the
fees. .. out of t he fees collected by the public
admnistrator. This... this Arendnent which was suggested

by the State Bar Association doesn't set statutorily the
fee, it instead says that the County board shall determ ne
t hat conpensation.”

J.: "Ckay, thank you."
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Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is 'Shall the House adopt
Fl oor Amendnent... #2, to Senate Bill..."

Hanmos: "No, that was #1."

Speaker Hartke: "... Floor Anendnent #1 to Senate Bill 561?" Al
those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. I n
the opinion of the Chair, the '"ayes' have it. And Fl oor
Amendnent #1 is adopted. Further Anmendnents?”

Clerk Bolin: "Floor Anendnent #2, offered by Representative Hanos
has been approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hanbs. Representative Hanps."

Hanos: "Thank you. | do apologize for the confusion. It is
Fl oor Amendnent #2 that deletes the underlying Bill that
has to do with Health Care Surrogates that has already
passed in the House and Senate. So, the original, now the
entire Bill wll be the Bill that | just described, the
Amendnent that | just described, which is Arendnent #1."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Turner."

Turner, J.: "l... Representative, | have to admt that | ama bit
confused. Now, we just passed Fl oor Anendnent #1, but it
appears to ne that Floor Anendnent #2 becones to the Bill
So, we actually are undoing what we just did nonents ago,

is that right?"

Hanos: "No, Representative Turner, what we are doing... Floor
Amendnent #1 becones the Bill. Floor Arendnment #2 tables
the wunderlying Bill which is Senate Bill 561, which

actually is Section 5 of the Health Care... Section 5 says
that we are anending the Health Care Surrogate Act. Wth
Fl oor Amendnent #2, we are deleting Section 5, that rel ates
the Health Care Surrogate Act, and leaving in place the
Section of Floor Arendnent #1 that | just described which

has to do with the fees charged by public adm nistrators.™
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Turner, J.: "Ckay, Floor Amendnent #1 then, becane the Bill, that
is what we passed.”

Hanos: "Yes."

Turner, J.: "Now, we are doing Floor Anendnent #2 which anends
Section 5 of Floor Amendnent #1, is that correct?"

Hanmbs: "No, it it deletes Section 5 of the Bill. And Section 5
of the Bill has to do with Health Care Surrogates."

Turner, J.: "Ckay. It deletes Section 5. It has to do wth
Health Care Surrogates. One nore tinme then. Section 5
that we're elimnating, what does that say? VWat is it
that we're taking out?"

Hanos: "What we are taking out is a Bill that we have already
passed and the Senate has already passed, so it's on the

Governor's desk. And it has to dowith limts on what

ki nds of procedures a health care surrogate may agree to."

Turner, J.: "Okay, thank you Representative."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question 1is, 'Shall the House

adopt Fl oor Anmendnent #2 to Senate Bill 561?" Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion
of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And Floor Anendnent #2
i s adopted. Further Anmendnents?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 1114, Representative
Ryder. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1114, the Bill has been read a second
time, previously. No Comm ttee Amendnent s. Fl oor
Amendnent #1, offered by Representative Tom Ryder has been
approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Ryder."

Ryder: "Thank you, M. Speaker. During the Commttee there was

sone concern expressed by AFSCVME. W have discussed with
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them and the Bill, the Anmendnent #1, contains sone
technical tightening up of |anguage that was necessary in
order to achieve the support of AFSCME for this Bill. I
woul d ask your favorable consideration for the Anendnent."”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House
adopt Floor Anmendnent #1 to Senate Bill 1114?' Al those
in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the chair the 'ayes' have it. And the Amendnent
i s adopted. Further Anmendnents?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 235, Representative
Granberg. Senate Bill 910, Representative Stroger. Qut of
the record. Senate Bill 941, Representative Currie. CQut
of the record. Representative Mtchell, Jerry Mtchell.
Represent ati ve Bl ack, Representative Bl ack, would you cone
to the podiunf? Senate Bill 235, Representative G anberg.
M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 235, the Bill has been read a second
tine, previ ously. No Comm ttee Amendnent s. Fl oor
Amendnent #1, offered by Representative G anberg, has been
approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative G anberg.”

Granberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Floor Amendnent #1 is a technical Anmendnent to
Senate Bill 235. It is a shell Bill. W!'re trying to keep
this Bill alive to nove through the process in case there
IS conpl ete and unani nous agr eenent bet ween t he
firefighters, the local fire boards, and t he uni on
representatives, on fire pronotions. This is strictly be
allowed to be used as a vehicle during the end of the

Legi slative Session in case they cane to an agreenent prior
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to the end of the... prior to the adjournnent dates. Be
happy to answer any questions."
Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is 'Shall the House adopt
Fl oor Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 235?" Al those in favor
signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no’'. In the opinion of
the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And Floor Amendnent #1 1is
adopted. Further Amendnents?”
Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Senate Bill 556, Representative

M tchell. M. Cerk, read the Bill.™"
Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 556, the Bill has been read a second
time previously. Amendnents 1 and 2 were adopted in

Comm ttee. Floor Amendnent #3 offered by Representative
Jerry Mtchell has been approved for consideration."”

Speaker Hartke: "In the absence of Representative Mtchell today,
Representative Black asked | eave of the Body to handl e the
Amendnent for Representative Mtchell. Leave is granted.
Representati ve Bl ack."

Bl ack: "M. Speaker, in the absence of Representative Mtchell,
and if we don't nove this today then he's gonna be out of
[ uck."

Speaker Hartke: "That's true."

Black: "I need | eave of the House to present the Amendnents, |'m

not a CoSponsor."

Speaker Hartke: "Leave has been granted."”
Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch. It's ny under st andi ng t hat
Representati ve M tchell, want s to wi t hdrawal Fl oor

Amendnent #3."
Speaker Hartke: "Amendnent #3 is wthdrawn."”
Black: "And it's ny understanding that Arendnent #4 is still in

the Rules Commttee and we're expecting that to pop out
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today, | think. |Is that the Cerk's understandi ng?"
Speaker Hartke: "We're checking. It's still in Rules.™
Bl ack: "Ckay, fine, thank you. As far as | knowit's an agreed
Amendnent, maybe it will conme out |later today. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Further Amendnents?"
Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents have been approved for
consi deration."
Speaker Hartke: "Hold that Bill on Second. Page 4 of the
Cal endar appears Senate Bill 1112, Representative Turner.
M. Cerk, read the Bill."
Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1112, a Bill for an Act in relation to
Crimnal Penalties. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."
Speaker Hartke: "Representative Turner."
Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Senate Bill 1112, devel ops

a graduated penalty schene based upon Governor Ryan's 15/20

25 to life, gun proposal. Governor Ryan, through his
staff, has obvi ously wor ked extraordi nary
(sic-extraordinarily) hard in witing this new |[|aw
Governor Ryan's proposal, if enacted, wIll becone the

toughest and nost far-reaching nmeasure in the country to
severely penalize felons who use guns in conmtting crinmnes.
And | think that no matter what your position is on guns,
this should be a proposal that all of us can support. The
penal ti es under this neasure are indeed harsh, but indeed
appropri ate. The Bill has several tiers of penalties for
the comm ssion of a felony wwth a gun, and the tiers are as
follows; commssion of a felony other than a qualified
offense, and the qualified offenses are enunerated within
the Bill, while armed with a firearm remains the sanme as
the current armed violence a separate Class X felony with
15 year mnimumwith a concealable gun and a 10 year

m nimum for a long gun. Conm ssion of a felony, other than
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a qualified of f ense, during whi ch t he def endant
intentionally discharges a firearm is a separate Cass X
felony wwth a 20 year mninum the comm ssion of a felony,
other than a qualified offense, during which the defendant
intentionally discharges the firearm and causes great
bodily harmor death to another person, is a separate C ass
X felony with a 25 year m ni num and rai ses the maxi numto
40 years. And in this instance, this sentence would be
consecutive wth the sentence inposed because of the great
bodily harm The qualified offenses of solicitation of
murder, solicitation of nmurder for hire, heinous battery,
aggravated battery of a senior «citizen, <crimnal sexua
assault, cannabis trafficking, Cass X felony, manufacture
or delivery of cannabis, controlled substance trafficking
i nvol vi ng a Cass X felony, anount of a controlled
subst ance under a delivery section, calculated crimnal
drug conspiracy, street gang crimnal drug conspiracy, and
manuf acture or delivery of a Cass X anmount of a controlled
subst ance remain separate Class X Felonies within the arned
vi ol ence statute. For these offenses arned vi ol ence
penalties are consecutive to the predicate offense. The
qualified offenses of first degree nurder, attenpt first
degree nurder, intentional homcide of an unborn child,
predatory crimnal sexual assault of a child, aggravated
crimnal sexual assault, aggravated ki dnappi ng, aggravated
battery of a child, home invasion, armed robbery, and
aggravated vehicular hijacking are carved out of the arned
vi ol ence statute, but the 15-20-25 life enhancenent
penalties are added into the specific sections of the code,
where the elenents of the crinme are set forth. |If the
offense is commtted while armed with a firearm 15 years is

added to the termof inprisonment and inposed by the court
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on the offense. |If the defendant intentionally discharged
the gun during the conm ssion of the offense, 20 years is
added to the termof inprisonment inposed by the court on
the offense. |If the defendant intentionally discharges the
gun during the comm ssion of the offense, and causes great
bodily harm or death to another person, 25 years or up to a
term of natural life is added to the term of inprisonnent
i nposed by the court on the offense. A legislative intent
section is added to arned violence to spell out justify...
justifications for the enhanced penalties where a gun is
used and finally, the Bill reenacts the Safe Nei ghborhoods
Law of 1994, which is threatened by an Appellate Court
decision that the law violates the 'single subject' rule.
Be glad to answer any questions anybody m ght have on this
good piece of legislation.”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentl eman from Chanpai gn, Representative W nkel."

W nkel : "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he will. Representative Wnkel."

W nkel: "Thank you, M. Speaker. I... | think the the Sponsor
has understated this... this Bill, this Bill is not just a
good piece of legislation, it's a gr eat pi ece of
| egi sl ati on. Let me ask you a coupl e of questions though.
What is the intent of Senate Bill 1112 as anmended?"

Turner, J.: "Representative, |'m surprised you asked t hat

guestion. But the purpose behind the sentence enhancenents
in Senate Bill 1112 as anmended, is to deter the use of fire
arms in the comm ssion of crimnal offenses. It seeks to
do this through a penalty schene in which the penalty
enhancenment increases as the seriousness of the offense
i ncreases. "

Wnkel: "Well, | understand, Representative, and | appreciate
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Tur ner,

W nkel :

Tur ner,

W nkel :

Tur ner,

your response, but Senate Bill 1112 raises the penalty for
comm ssion of an offense with a firearm but does not do
so for wusing other types of weapons. Representative, why
is this?"

J: "That's a good question, Representative. Unlike other
weapons, such as knives and clubs, a crimnal wuse of a
firearm significantly escalates the potential for bodily
harm and i ncreases the potential for harmto nore persons.
The victinms and any bystanders are at a greater risk when a
firearmis used in the comm ssion of a crimnal offense, as
well as law enforcenent whose duty is to confront and
apprehend arnmed suspects. Firearns are used to facilitate
a crimnal offense because of its nore Iethal nature and
the increased fear produced in those confronted by a person
welding a firearm Therefore, it 1is appropriate for a
greater penalty to be inposed when a firearmis used or
di scharged in the commssion of a crimnal offense, than
the penalty inposed for using other types of weapons.”

"Well, thank vyou, Representative, but now that you've
answered that question, | wonder are these general or
specific intent crinmes?"

J.: "To which particular crinme in the Bill are you
referring to, Representative?"

"Well, let ne go back to... to another issue on this.
The |l|argest penalty enhancenents in Senate Bill 1112 as
anmended is applied to offenses that are either specifically
exenpted fromthe current offense of arned viol ence or have
consecutive sentences applied through armed viol ence. Wy
were those of fenses sel ected?”

J.: "Those offenses, Representative, other than the drug
of fenses, are the nost serious offenses and involve a

significant threat of harmor use of force against others
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W nkel :

Tur ner,

i ncl udi ng our nost vulnerable victinms, children and senior
citizens. All are «currently a Gass X felony or higher
wi th mandatory inprisonnment, many have been sel ected before
as sone of the nost serious offenses by designation as a
truth in sentencing offense. The selected drug offenses
are those related to drug trafficking, drug conspiracies,
and big tine dealers in which firearns are used to defend
the illicit network of trade in dangerous substances that
represents such a significant threat to the public health
and safety. Oher |less serious felonies are covered by the
expanded arned violence of f ense. But t he penal ty
enhancenents are not as |arge because of the |ess serious
nature of the offense.”

"The Bill amends various crimnal offenses other than
armed violence to which a set anount of inprisonnment is to
be added to the termof inprisonnment inposed by the court
on the of fense, what does this nean?"

J.: "For those offenses, all of which are already
mandatory inprisonnent offenses, the court won't pose one
sentence of inprisonnment. The Bill wll require the
sentencing judge to decide what the terns of inprisonnent
shoul d be on the offense, based on sentencing factors other
than the firearm After determning that, the judge wl
then determ ne the anount of inprisonnment specified because
of the firearm to arrive at the anount of inprisonnment to
be inposed on the offense. For exanple, if an arned
robbery is coomtted while arned with a firearm the judge
must sentence the defendant to a terminprisonnent of 6 to
30 years, plus 15 years because of the firearm Therefore,
if sentencing factors other than the firearmlead the judge
to decide 6 years is appropriate, 15 years is added for the

firearm resulting in a sentence of 21 years for the arned
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robbery."
W nkel: "Representative, thank you for bearing with ne on these

Tur ner,

W nkel :

Tur ner,

W nkel :

Speaker

W nkel :

guestions that help express the intent of the Legislature
in passing this excellent Bill. Representative, I do have
anot her questi on. Who... who are the organizations that
woul d be in support of this Bill?"

J.: "Thank you, Representative. oviously, the Governor
is in support of this. As you know, the Governor worked
very hard on this and talked about it during the |ast
canpai gn season very... at length. And he's certainly

foll ow ng through on his prom se to deliver the 15-20-25 to

life Bill. The NRAis in support of this, the Illinois
Rifle Association is in support of this Bill, the Illinois
Sheriffs' Association is in support of this Bill, the
IIlinois State Police is in support of this Bill, the

I1linois Association of Chiefs' of Police is in support of
this Bill, the Attorney General supports it, and the Gty
of Chicago, as well, supports this neasure."

"Representative, are there any opponent s to this
measur e?"

J.: "I amaware of no opponents to this Bill as anended,
Representative."

"Wel | thank you, Representative, to the Bill."

Hartke: "To the Bill."

"This is Governor Ryan's 15-20 life proposal, which he
prom sed he woul d advance during the |ast canpaign, and has
done so. And | want to congratulate the Governor for
bringing this neasure to the General Assenbly, and thank
the Sponsor for presenting the Bill. | believe that,
truly, this is one of the nost significant Crine Bills
we'll vote on this Session. It's nmeant to and | believe

will reduce the violent crime in Illinois by targeting
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def endants who are convicted of a crinme of violence in

which a firearmwas carried or used. | would urge a 'yes
vote on this Bill. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the

Gentl eman from Rock Island, Representative Brunsvold."
Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Gentleman yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Brunsvol d: "Now, Representative Turner, you and | tal ked earlier.
What... |... I"mconcerned about the Safe Neighborhoods
Bill that we passed... about three or four years ago. Wat
provisions... there was one provision in there that dealt
wth felonies for having firearns in a pickup for exanple,
and we went about arresting farmers for having arifle in
their pickup to shoot varmnts with. And is this a... 1is
this redoi ng the whol e Saf e Nei ghborhoods Bill ?"

Turner, J.: "Representative, 1is your question, does it redo the
whole Bil | ?"

Brunsvol d: "Yeah, you said the court action had put the Safe
Nei ghborhoods in jeopardy because of the single subject
matter issue. Does this redo that whole Bill? Because
that was quite a lengthy Bill as | recall."

Turner, J.: "No, it does not. Just two sections of the arned
vi ol ence, Representative."

Brunsvol d: "Two sections of... do you have any idea what... what
t hose two sections are?"

Turner, J.: "The definition section of armed violence, and the
sent ence enhancenent for handguns.”

Brunsvold: "I think... yeah, that's... | think that's fine. And
| would stand in support of the Bill and think the enhanced
penalties for gun violence is the way that we ought to be
going. And |I'd ask everybody to vote 'yes'."

Turner, J.: "Thank you, Representative."
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Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from Cook, Representative Hanos."

Hanos: "WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Hanos: "Representative Turner... | ny fiscal note indicates that
this Bill wll cost the state $115,6000,0000 over ten
years?"

Turner, J.: "I believe that's correct. There was a fiscal note."

Hanos: "And it wll enhance... it wll expand the inmte

popul ati on by about 1500 people. |Is that right?"

Turner, J.: "l don't know... 1550, |'m advised."

Hanos: " 1550."

Turner, J.: "Yes."

Hanos: "I... |I'mbecause | really don't know. |'m curious. Are
we tal king about buil ding another prison to deal with this
Bill, or do we have the prison capacity over the next ten
years to really absorb the inmate population that this is
expected to create?"

Turner, J.: "Well, obviously, w'll have to on a yearly basis,
make the appropriations in order to house felons who use
hand guns or long guns in the comm ssion of their crines.
This Bill doesn't speak to that funding issue, but | think
it's incunbent upon us as Legislators to provide enough
funding to make sure that these kind of dangerous people

are incarcerated for a long long tinme, if not for life."

Hanos: "Well... will... wll the prisoners be in maxi mum security
prisons as a result of this Bill, or medium security? Do
we know?"

Turner, J.: "The Departnent of Corrections makes the ultinate
decision. | think you' re aware, as to where a person is
pl aced. They go... they first go to a receiving station at

the Departnent, and then depending of the seriousness of
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the crime, they are assigned either to the nmaximum prison
facility or perhaps nediumor mninmum And those that are
originally assigned to maxi numat sone point if there is
good behavior, are noved from maxi rumto medi um except in
sonme rare circunmstances. The kinds of penalties that we're
tal ki ng about here that apply to felons who have conmtted
violent crines and wused a gun and/or discharged a gun,
and/ or hurt soneone while doing so, or killed soneone, are
probably for the nopst part persons who are going to be
assigned to maxi num security facilities where they belong."

Hanobs: "And so do you anticipate that the $115, 000,000 will just
be a part of our growh, our GRF growmh, or is there a
funding source that's attributed to this?"

Turner, J.: "I don't envision us funding Corrections any
differently because of this Bill, than we currently do. W
wi |l have to appropriate the sufficient funding in order to

make sure that the people are incarcerated and other than

to state it in that fashion, |I'm not sure what you're
getting at. Do | envision... are you asking sone kind of
new revenue source i s seen as gonna be created? No, |

don't envision that."

Hanos: "Ckay, thank you, to the Bill. 1... I'"mgoing to support
this Bill, probably everybody else is too. But it... this
is the first Bill I have to say that we have voted on so

far, this Session, that really has very big price tag,
$115, 000, 000. And as sonebody who's been sort of working
with other Menbers here to scrap for a little mllion here
and there, it just feels |ike a very big nonentous nonent.
Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative Turner, to close.”

Turner, J.: "Well, thank you, M. Speaker. | think that | went
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to great length to explain the Bill when | made the first
introduction of it several nonents ago. Certainly, Rick
Wnkel's questions | would think would have clarified any
ot her questions that may have still been held by any of the

Menmbers of the Body. And then the latest round of

gquestions r egar di ng t he fi nanci ng, wer e certainly
appropriate as well. This is Governor Ryan's Bill and it
is, oObviously, as | have already indicated, |I think it
passed to becone one of the nost... severe and far reaching

Bills in the entire country, wth regard to inposing

penalties on felons who use guns during the comm ssion of

their crimes. | think that everyone should vote for this
Bill. And | anticipate getting all the Menbers to for it.
| certainly hope that they wll. It's a chance for all of

us, no matter where we stand on guns, to come together and
vote 'yes' on this particular neasure to punish those
people who do use guns in the conm ssion of their heinous
offenses. | urge an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "The questionis, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 1112?' Al those in favor will signify by voting 'yes
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On Senate Bil
1112, there were 108 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no',
and 6 Menbers voting 'present'. And this Bill having
received the Constitutional Mjority 1is hereby declared
passed. On page 3 of the Cal endar, appears Senate Bil
656, Representative Fritchey. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 656, a Bill for an Act anending the
Li quor Control Act of 1934. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Fritchey."
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Fritchey: "Thank you, Speaker. Senate Bill 656 was a Bil
introduced in the Senate by Senator Rauschenberger. It

anends the Liquor Control Act to address two specific
situations, one in Representative Lopez's district and one
in my own. These are situations that have the support of
the local comunities and the | ocal community | eaders, and
the local officials. W'd appreciate your support."”

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Bl ack: "Representative, it's my understanding that this Bill, as
anended, when we boil it right down to the essence would
allow for a restaurant and a grocery store to sell [|iquor
within 100 feet of an elenentary school. |Is that correct?"

Fritchey: "Wthin a hundred feet of a public school."

Bl ack: "Public school."

Fritchey: "Let me speak to the situation in nmy district,
Representative. There is a chain grocery store that 1is
|ocated in a strip mall near a large technical high school
That grocery store had |ooked to add a |iquor departnent
within the grocery store, in seeking to do that. They
found they were precluded fromdoing so under the Liquor
Control Act as it presently reads. Accordingly, they went
and net with the principal of the school, the |ocal school
council, the l|ocal aldernen, and the | ocal comunity group
and because they have been for a long tine, a very good
t enant and community nmenber, all nenbers that were
contacted supported... supported this issue. It's a very
simlar situation with the restaurant in Representative

Lopez's district, where all local officials supported this,
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Bl ack:

t he change that we are seeking to do here."

"Representative, the difficulty that | have, previous Bil
notw thstanding, | have a lot of little small comunities
in ny district. W don't even have a grocery store. And
sone of the small schools... sonme of the small communities
have even lost their schools. But those that haven't, try
very hard to hold onto that school as |ong as they possibly
can. |Is there anything inthis Bill that | could... |
could go back to ny district and tell people in smal
communities that this Bill will not allow sonmeone to cone
into their towm and build a convenience store or a
gasol i ne/ conveni ence store and sell [|iquor wthin a

hundred feet of their school ?"

Fritchey: "Absolutely. This legislation was tailored in such a

Bl ack:

way to deal wth a specific... the specific situation
wi t hout being special legislation. And with the respect to
the grocery store, it provides that it's a grocery store
havi ng a m ni num of 56,000 square feet of floor space and
it has to be in a single story building, in an open nall of
at least 3.96 acres and has to be adjacent to a public
school that opened as a boys technical high school in
1934. "

" Ckay. Wuld... would it not have been possible to draft
this |l anguage to only apply to a city of nore than 500,000

peopl e for exanpl e?"

Fritchey: "There are probably a lot of different ways that you

Bl ack:

coul d have gone about getting to the sane result. e
worked on this wth our staff, with the Retail Merchants
Association, in such a way to address a situation that
woul d not infringe upon other communities unintentionally."

"Has the school that would be inpacted by this, the school

that would be wthin a hundred feet of an establi shnent
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selling alcoholic beverages... has t he school been
contacted, and if so, do they have a position?"

Fritchey: "Yes, they have been contacted and yes they do have a
position. The school in question is Lane Technical High
School, which is... as | said whichis in nmy district and
actually in ny nei ghborhood. The principal of Lane Tech is
in support of this. The local school council is in support

of this. The local alderman is in support of this. And

the local comunity group is in support of this."

Black: "I... 1 had heard that there mght be a letter fromthe
| ocal school council indicating that they have no objection
to a... an establishnment selling alcohol within a hundred
feet of that school. |Is there, in fact, such a letter?"

Fritchey: "I have not... to be candid with you, Bill, | have not
seen such a letter. However, | have been inforned, as |

said, by nenber of the |local school council thenselves, who
told me this matter was taken up and approved and by the
| ocal principal who said that he was informed that the
| ocal ..."

Bl ack: "Ckay, vyeah, | | had heard that there was a letter. W
don't have one in our file..."

Fritchey: "l... | don't have one in ny file. As | said, it would
not surprise ne if thereis such aletter.”

Bl ack: "Okay, Representative, | appreciate, as always your..
your ability to answer the questions in a forthright
manner. M. Speaker, to the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Black: "I... | don't want to stand in the way of any economc
devel opnent in anybody's community. And | think the Bill
is drafted narrowy enough that it isn't going to inpact
ne. But | want... | want to tell you there's a couple of

things that aren't debatable in small town [IIlinois. And
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one of those things that is not debatable at least in ny
experience and | have an awful lot of small towns and I go
to a lot of festivals and parades and what have you. And

the one thing that | have never found small town Illinois

to be very tolerant of, is any establishnent that sells

al cohol that close to a school. | think the current lawis
a thousand feet, sone towns would like it to be much
further away. | think in a time when we prohibit
bi I | boards advertising tobacco, | think in a time wen..

we are very concerned about DU and al cohol induced crines,

| cannot in good conscience vote for the Bill. | can't go
back to ny district and tell people who Ilive in smal

communities, that under sone quirk it... and | don't think
this woul d happen, | believe Representative Fritchey is a

man of his word. And | think, 1've | ooked at the Bill. |
think it's drafted in such a way that I wouldn't have to
worry about it in ny district. But you know that's what,

that's not what happens in this business a great deal.

VWhat happens in this business a great deal, is you vote for
a Bill Ilike this to help Representative Fritchey, and I'd
like to do that, | really would. But the direct mail piece

doesn't say that I1'd like to help Representative Fritchey
in an area that needs econom c devel opnent. The direct
mai | piece says | voted to allow al cohol to be sold wthin
a hundred feet of a school. And you know until we both,
until both sides of this aisle get together and put a stop
to that kind of msleading and quite frankly untruthful
advertising, you have to be careful how you vote on a Bil

like this. If I... if I lived in Chicago, 1'd... I'd vote
for the Bill. But |I have too many small towns that would
be very, very concerned wwth ne if they got a direct mai

piece that | allowed alcohol to be sold within a hundred
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feet of the school. Personally, | hope the Representative
can pass his Bill. | think he's tried to draft it as
narromy as possible. | just want hi mto understand, that

Speaker

Lopez:

Speaker

Davi s,

inny district it's just not an issue that's debatable, and
| will reluctantly vote 'no' on the Bill."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lopez."

"Thank you, M . Speaker . I woul d i ke t hank
Representative Fritchey for carrying this Bill. This Bil
is included a section where, it's for a restaurant wthin
my district. Actually, the restaurant cones within a foot
of being beyond a hundred feet. So it's like 99 feet from
the school. And actually it's not fromthe school, it's
actually fromthe parking lot, that is used as a parking
ot not a playground. So, | ask ny colleagues, this is an
issue that |'ve been working included with the restaurant
for about a year and a half, close to two years, trying to
get language to satisfy everyone. And | think we've cone
to an agreenent. The City of Chicago is neutral. The
school is not against this legislation, and | urge for an
"aye' vote. Thank you."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from Cook, Representative Davis."

M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. As nuch as | would really
like to help, | really would appear to be violating what
Fat her Flager in Chicago is fighting so hard against. He's
fighting hard against al cohol and tobacco being sold very
close to schools. And | understand that this Bill 1is
extrenely specific. 1... | still would be very concerned
that it would be m sconstrued by those who would see the
avai lability of alcohol within a hundred feet of a school.

And with all due respect to the Sponsor, I would have to
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vote 'no' on this Bill."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Del gado. "
Del gado: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise in strong support of

t his. It's very inmportant that our coll eagues understand

what is going on here. These are two establishnents that

is not selling liquor as a primary source. This is an
incidental. W all go to supper, we have a steak, we have
sone rice and beans, and you m ght have a libation. It is
not a... it's an incidental. It is not a liquor store. 1In
the case of Representative Fritchey's district, it's a
| arge, large Jewel. Everyone does their mass shoppi ng.

For the restaurant in Representative Lopez's district, the
school sent a letter saying, 'This is a high-class
restaurant. If we close that restaurant, it's on a corner
and it's gonna attract maybe undesirables and we don't need
to have people hanging on to corners." So, this isn't a
liquor Bill. This is sone business that is trying to
survive and at the sanme tinme serves it as an incidental.
And mind you, to sumup, it's after the closing of nost of
the school. The school is closed by 3:00 p. m and so at
that point supper is served. And in this case Jewel, many
shoppers go in and buy a variety of things. So, please,
col |l eagues, let's Ilook at the specific |anguage that
Representative Fritchey and others put together, so that we
can get an 'aye' and we <can continue to economcally
devel op our sections of our districts. And | would pl ease
ask for an 'aye' vote on this."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeki ng recognition, Representative Fritchey, to close."

Fritchey: "Thank you, Speaker. Wiile | amvery synpathetic to

the issues raised by a couple of nmy colleagues, | would
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again say that this boils down... this has nothing to do
with liquor stores, selling |iquor next door to a school.
This is a large grocery store. This is a well-regarded
restaurant in the comunity. These are t echni cal
Amendnent s to allow these businesses to continue to
operate. This legislation has been brought forward wth
the full and solid support of the community, of the school
officials, of the parents, of the famlies. And | request

your support. Thank you very nuch.™

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 656 pass?

Al those in favor will vote 'yes'; all those opposed vote

'no' . The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Pl ease
record yourselves. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On  Senate
Bill 656, there were 61 Menbers voting 'yes', 50 Menbers
voting 'no', 3 Menbers voting 'present'. And this Bil
havi ng received a Constitutional WMajority is hereby
decl ared passed. Senate Bill 1136, Representative Burke.
Qut of the record. Senate Bill 786, Representative Parke.
Oh, excuse nme. Qut of the record. Representative Bell ock,
you' re recogni zed for an announcenent."

Bel l ock: "M . Speaker, | rise on point of personal privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Bell ock: "I know we're all honored today to honor the firenmen of
the State of Illinois. And |I'mespecially proud to honor
the firefighters fromny district of Downers Gove, and
t hree firefighters especially Wlliam Lum no, John
Bockroth, and Jeff Pindel ski, who were honored today in a
cerenony and received the Medal of Valor for saving a
woman's life in burning flames, in a building in Downers

Grove last year. Thank you very nmuch in honor of them and
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their famlies in the gallery."

Speaker Hart ke: " Congratul ati ons. Senat e Bill 786,
Representative Parke. M. Cerk read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 786, a Bill for an Act Pronoting Mcro
Enterprise and Self Enploynent in Illinois. Third Reading
of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. In Senate Bill 8... 786 creates 11 nenber mcro
enterprise assistance council wthin the Departnent of
Commerce and Community Affair and specifies the manner in
whi ch the nmenbers shall be appointed. Provides that the
counci | shal | devel op initiatives to pronote mcro
enterprise and self enploynent as alternative to welfare
and traditional wage | abor enploynent and as far as | know

there's no known opposition. The Departnent of Financi al

Institution is neutral on the issue. | would ask for it to
be passed.”
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing no one is

seeki ng recognition except Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "M. Speaker, inquiry of the Chair."

Speaker Hartke: "State your inquiry"

Bl ack: "Yes, would you have the Cerk tell us, just to make sure
before we vote, what Anmendnents are on the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "M. Cerk."

Clerk Bolin: "Floor Amendnent #2 is the only Anendnent that has
currently been adopted to the Bill."

Bl ack: "Floor Amendnent #1 was tabled? Thank you very nuch, M.

Speaker . "

Speaker Hartke: "Since no one is seeking recognition, the
guestion is, 'Shall the House pass Senate Bill 7867 Al
those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In
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the opinion of the Chair the 'ayes' have it. Al those in

favor of the Bill wll vote 'yes'; all those opposed wl|
vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wi sh? M.

Clerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 786 there were 114
Menber s voti ng 'yes', 0 wvoting 'no', and O voting
"present'. And this Bill having received a Constitutional
Majority 1is hereby declared passed. On page 2 of the
Cal endar appears Senate Bill 7, Representative Brosnahan.
M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 7, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Crimnal Code of 1961. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Brosnahan."

Brosnahan: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenmen of the

House. Senate Bill #7 is very simlar to House Bill 1079,

whi ch this Body passed out earlier this session. Senat e
Bill 7 makes it a Cass IV felony for a child sex of fender
to knowngly be present in a public park, in a park

building or on the park grounds and to approach contact or
communi cate with persons under the age of 18 years old
present in the park. It also makes it a Cass |V felony
for a child sex offender to knowmngly loiter on a public
way within 500 feet of a public park, in a park building or
on the park... or on the park grounds and to approach,
contact, or communicate wwth a person under the age of
18-years-old present in the park. |1'd be happy to answer
any questions.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Bl ack: "Yes, representative, | think it would be easier if you
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could just tell us in one sentence, is there any place |left
that a sex offender can go?"
Brosnahan: "Actually, Representative Black, as far as..."

Bl ack: "Maybe, he could go to a restaurant that serves |iquor

within 100 feet of a school, but | don't think so."

Brosnahan: "You know, | could work on sone |egislation for maybe
next week. We'll see.”

Black: "Well, you know, I... I... I really... obvi ously
Representative, |'mnot gonna vote against your Bill. But

| think it mght be easier if everybody in the chanber
would just get together, and why don't we just pass one
Bill that; a) they can never |eave prison; b) if sonehow
the judge lets themout, they can never |eave their hone.
Wul dn't that just be sinpler? And we'd get... God, |oo0k
at all... look at all the |l anguage we could get out of the
Crimnal Statute."

Brosnahan: "Well, actually, | understand your point. And | know
we're going kind of far in sonme situations, but this Bill
actually came to ny attention fromsonme police chiefs in ny
district, where there actually is a..."

Black: "I... | understand exactly what you're doing and | don't
t hi nk anybody can obv... can honestly stand in opposition.
But at sone point, | think each of us are gonna have to say
at what point do we just nmake an omni bus Bill and how many
add-ons can we continue to do? | raised two children and
now |''m a grandfather, and obviously when we go to the
park, | take a |look around to see who's in there or who's
around the park. And last week | saw Representative

Tenhouse in a trench coat and it scared ne to death. But

be that as it may, | think this Bill is probably a good
i dea. "
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
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CGentleman from  DuPage, Representati ve Johnson, Tom
Johnson. "

Johnson, T.: "WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Johnson, Tom "Yes, Representative, | think Representative Bl ack
really hit on it, and we've debated this before. So, |I'm

not going to take tine to go back over this. But | think
that that is absolutely true that pretty soon we better
just say no sex offender ever better be found anywhere and
we begin isolating this, but one of the questions | have
is, if you are a convicted sex offender, married with
children and you want to take your child to the park, would

this prohibit that?"

Brosnahan: "The way this |anguage is... is drafted, it would not

prohibit it if the person, the child sex offender, is in
the park and he does not try to approach or communi cate to
another child. That's ... that's ny understanding of this
Bill. And |I've talked with the Senate Sponsor. W worked
on this Amendnent because House Bill 1079 that we passed, |
know there was sonme concerns that you expressed and sone
ot her Menbers expressed about the constitutionality of it.
So, we... we added this Amendnent that would require them
to actually to be to be guilty of +this offense. They' d

actually have to try to conmunicate or approach a child in

t he park."

Johnson, T.: "GCkay. | think you answered that portion of it.
But now, iif | take ny child to the park, and I neet ny
nei ghbor there with his child at the park, can | speak to

nmy nei ghbor's chil d?"

Brosnahan: "Tom the way that this Bill is drafted, the answer

woul d be 'no.' However, 1... | think again and naybe

sonetines it's overused, but | think that would be at the
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di scretion of the police officer or the prosecutors. And
quite honestly, | don't think that would be an offense
where they would place a person under arrest. But

technically, yes. But |I think we would rely on the police
officer's discretion, as well as the State's Attorneys
di scretion.™

Johnson, Tom "Ckay. ...And to the Bill. | amcertainly not
going to urge anybody in here to vote 'no’ on this, because
this again, is what canpai gn brochures are nmade out of.
But | do think that it's very inportant to realize that
what we're doing here is, you can have a sex offender who
has served his tine, been certified that he's okay to be
out, because we now have civil proceedings to keep themin,
if we don't think they are. And now we're saying stay out
of schools, stay out of park, but | can park nyself on the
street right in front of the entrance to the park and | ook
at every child and if, in fact, they're still so dangerous
even though we've certified they're not. and that's okay.
And that's where | think the absurdity of what we're doing
here becones nore evident, because there are children
everywhere in our society, on our public streets, in al
our buildings in all our neighborhoods. And if 1in fact,
we're not satisfied with the systemin terns of deterring
this, and in terns of keepi ng dangerous peopl e behind bars,
whi ch Representative Dart, to his credit has worked very
hard on this. You know, | think we are at a position that
we better come to grips with this big tinme and say that no
convicted sex offender is ever, ever gonna be safe anywhere

and they shouldn't out there, because there are children

everywhere. It's not just parks. And | think that this
really also shows that | can go. | mght have served ny
time. | mght be certified as being okay, | mght be
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married have ny children, take themto the park, but I
can't even talk to ny neighbor's children in the park. Sone
of this just doesn't make good public policy sense. Again,
everybody in here probably will vote for this, and |[|'m
certainly not gonna tell anybody not to but it's for those
reasons that I will vote 'no'. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Representative Biggins, do
you stand in opposition to this Bill?"

Biggins: "No, no M. Speaker, but | would |ike to speak to the
Bill if I may."

Speaker Hartke: "This is on Short Debate. Go."

Biggins: "I'll be brief. WIlIl, the question was asked by...
where coul d sex offenders go? W know one pl ace where they
can go, they have to goto City Hall to register. And
since Representative Sharp had a Bill earlier about
requiring that prisoners when they are released from prison
be registered to vote as they are exiting the facility. |
don't like to mandate that type of thing, but perhaps while
they're there at the City Hall, they could go down the hal
and register to vote, but that wuld make all felons
eligible to vote in all elections, which would include the

next primary. And | wonder what primary they'd choose to

vote in. It's a very interesting idea. |'mgonna vote for
this Bill."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeki ng recognition, Representative Brosnahan, to close.”

Brosnahan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | appreciate the discussion
on the Bill and 1'd just ask for an 'aye' vote. Thank
you. "

Speaker Hartke: "The questionis, 'Shall Senate Bill 7 pass?
All those in favor wll vote 'yes'; those opposed vote
'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have
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all voted who wish? Have all voted who wsh? M. derk,
take the record. On Senate Bill 7 there were 107 Menbers
voting 'yes', 1 person voting 'no', and 6 Menbers voting
"present'. And this Bill having received a Constitutional
Majority 1is hereby declared passed. Senate Bill 1136,
Representative Burke. M. Cerk, read the Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1136, a Bill for an Act anending the

II'linois Vehicle Code. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Burke."

Burke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This matter is of... very urgent
concern to ny community. It deals with the bl ocking of
rail road crossings. This legislation would call for

railroads to be prohibited from bl ocking railroad crossings
during rush hour in Cook County. Currently, there is the
provision in law that they may not block an intersection
for longer than ten mnutes. There is additional |anguage
inthis Bill that would require that they not block |onger
than ten mnutes in a 30 mnute period. Again, it's a very
serious concern to ny constituency. Can vyou possibly
i magi ne yourselves or a nmenber of your famly being trapped
at a railroad crossing when energency vehicles can't get
t hr ough? It's a constant problem It's a major source of
consternation for ny constituents and those surrounding ny
district. This is a matter that affects Cook County only.
And again, it's a serious concern and | think it's only
common sense that we would insist to the railroads that
they not block railroad crossings for longer than ten
mnutes during rush hour, particularly. And | would ask
for the Body's favorable consideration and |I'd be happy to
answer any questions."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentl eman from Logan, Representative Turner."
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Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Turner, J.: "Representative, you indicated that this applies only
to Cook County. Wy is that?"

Burke: "It appears that this is a specifically a major concern in
that community due to the nunber, the high nunber of
rail road crossings. It's a higher concentration in terns
of population and we believe that there are far nore
crossings in Cook County than any other in the state.”

Turner, J.: "Well, what is your Bill designed to acconplish? [|I'm
not sure | can tell just fromreading it."

Burke: "W're insisting that the railroad not block a railroad
crossing for longer than 10 mnutes during a 30 mnute
period, during rush hour, both norning and early evening."

Turner, J.: "Ckay. Well, what's the rationale? | understand
that people are in a hurry and people don't Ilike to be
stopped, but what's the rationale behind it? Is it a
safety issue, or...."

Burke: "It's absolutely a safety issue. [It's not ny concern that
peopl e be inconveni enced. And | would think that 10
mnutes is quite sufficient to permt a train to transgress
a crossing. W're tal king about energency vehicles. There
are hospitals situated around these crossings. When
energency vehicles are responding, they are held up as
wel | . My imrediate concern would be, wth respect to
enmergency vehicles, anbul ances, fire trucks, police
vehicl es being able to cross a specific crossing."”

Turner, J.: "Ckay. Wat if it is.... what if there's violation
a train blocks a crossing for 11 m nutes. What's the
penalty and how s it enforced?"

Burke: "Well, currently, it's a nonetary fine."

Turner, J.: "Okay, it's a nonetary fine, but who pays it?"
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Bur ke:

Tur ner,

Bur ke:

Tur ner,

Bur ke:

Tur ner,

Bur ke:

"The railroad."

J.: "The railroad pays it? Is it possible.... |'mjust
curious and | obviously don't know the train scheduling in
Chicago at all. Is it really possible for the trains to
schedule how they... well, their travel patterns or their
traveling schedule, | guess | should say, in such a
fashion, so that they can necessarily even have any control
whet her or not they m ght be blocking an intersection for
nore than 10 m nutes during rush hour?"

"Representative, | would submt to you that the railroads
woul d be out of business if they couldn't schedule their
trains properly. They're all conputerized now. They know
that the speed of the train, the length of the train would
determne how long a crossing would be obstructed. It's a
very sinple matter. It's sinply a case of mathematics.
You take the length of the train and use the factor of the
mles per hour and you know exactly how long you wll be
bl ocking an intersection.”

J.: "Ckay and | appreciate that response. | think
inartfully asked the question. Sure, they can schedule
t hensel ves, being the railroads, on a tinely fashion. But
there are going to be delays, are there not, out of their
control ? For exanple a freight train needs to pick up the
cargo, whatever it is they're hauling, and could easily get
of f schedule by several mnutes in different |ocations.
And, if that were to occur, I'mnot sure that they wll
in.... they will be able to nake absolute certain, even if
we pass this law, that they wouldn't block..."

"We're trying to be very reasonabl e with this
| egi sl ation."

J.: "...for nore than 10 m nutes in rush hour."

"We're trying to be very reasonable, Representative, in
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this |egislation. We have a provision that woul d insist
that any reason over which the rail carrier has no
reasonabl e control would be not... would be not construed

Tur ner,

Bur ke:

Tur ner,

as a violation. So there are circunstances, and let's face
it, t here are human beings involved and there are
mechani cal situations that would cause the train possibly
to be, you know, going through a intersection |onger than
the 10 m nutes. We've taken that into consideration.
We're tal ki ng about any reasonable control."

J.: "lI've got anoteinny file that if this is the |aw
in Cook County, that it is likely to cause such bl ockages
that you're trying to prohibit in Cook County, to occur
downst at e. And certainly, being a downstater, " m
concerned about that. Do you have any comment on that
particul ar assertion that's noted in ny file with regard to
maki ng this a problem downstate by only including Cook
County within your |egislation?"

"Well, mybe, to go back to your original Iline of
guestioning wth respect to why only Cook County, and ny
response was that do to the population of Cook County,
being the largest in the state, and the nunber of railroad
crossings. | knowin nmy district | can tell you that
there's a railroad crossing approxinmately every five bl ocks
right in the center of my constituency. You' re not seeing
that in the downstate areas or the rural areas as often
So we're talking about trains that could be several mles
long and we're tal king about possibly blocking railroad
crossings for a 10 mle stretch. Howin the world could an
energency vehicle wth a victimbe expected to cross that
to get to the nearest hospital ?"

J.: "Well, exactly. And | would have the sane concerns

as you would about blocking an intersection or railroad
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Bur ke:

Tur ner,
Bur ke:
Tur ner,
Bur ke:
Tur ner,
Bur ke:

Tur ner,

Bur ke:

crossing section, | should say, when an energency vehicle
is trying to get through it. The particul ar passage that
I'"'m referring to says that, 'one train novenent IS
dependent upon another train novenent. |If atrainis held
out of Chicago, it will block traffic in another |ocation
inlllinois or a neighboring state and interfere with other
train traffic." That is a concern of mne, being a
downstater. And will that occur if we pass this neasure?"
"Well, Representative, as you know there are currently
provisions to provide that a ve... a train not block an
intersection for longer than 10 m nutes, and that could be
10 mnutes at a point. This Bill, again, wll refer to
during a 30 mnute period. |  would suspect that the
railroads could take proper steps to ensure that other
crossings would not be blocked for the 10 m nute period,
| onger than the 10 mnute period, as is current |aw"

J.: "lIs there any fiscal inpact on this?"

"l don't see any."

J.: "Are there any opponents?"

"l beg your pardon.™

J.: "Are there any opponents?"

"Ch, certainly. The railroad industry."

J.: "And who are the proponents? M.... And I['Ill just
tell you that ny analysis says, 'the County H ghway
Engi neer Association is the proponent. Is that the only

proponent of the Bill?"

"Representative, Senator Ml aro is a proponent. | am a
pr oponent . The constituency of the 23rd Legislative
District of Illinois is a proponent. Congressman WIIliam
Li pi nski is a proponent. Several of ny surrounding
coll eagues in the Cty of Chicago are proponents. They
under st and this is a very serious nmatter. W are

91


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

50t h Legi sl ative Day May 13, 1999
constantly receiving calls fromconstituents wth respect
to this unfortunate delay at every railroad crossing. It's
a mjor, mjor problemin ny community and those that...
are inmmedi ately adjacent.”

Turner, J.: "No further questions, M. Speaker. Thank vyou,
Representative."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentleman of the
House, | rise in opposition to this legislation. | grew up
on the south side of the Gty of Chicago, in the Dalton
area where we had two railroad crossing areas. And
sonetimes we were caught in between trains as they went
al ong. And that is frustrating and | appreciate what is
trying to be done. But | will tell you that we ought not
to get involved in the marketplace in deciding what is a
hal f hour, fifteen mnutes, ten m nutes. Because the
backbone of Anmerica travels on trains, and for us to be
[imting on how nuch a train can go through a town, |
think, is the the wong public policy. In the State of
Illinois, in this area of Chicago.... excuse ne. In the
area of Chicago, besides the four belts and seven main |ine
railroads, the netropolitan area 1is hone to seven |ocal
rail roads handling |local industry, that conmbined, are 109
mles |ong. In addition, the Chicago area yearly rai
traffic - 16,000 cars pulling... trains pulling sone
10, 000,000 freight cars according to a railroad industry
study. This is the equivalent of alnost a quarter of al

railroad freight traffic in the United States. W benefit

inlllinois and specifically in Chicago, in having a very
strong business climte. | believe that this will be a
negati ve inpact, have a negative inpact in commerce, in
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this state and especially in the netropolitan and Chi cago
area. So, for that, | think that... | know that the
Sponsor feels a sense of frustration and |'msure his

constituency feels that sanme frustration. But this ought

not to be the way we solve that problem This is a solve

one individual problem in one individual ar ea, and
therefore, we're going to |imt all of the metropolitan
area in howthey're going to handle traffic, rail traffic.

And to put a fine on them because sonebody m ght
estimate... msestimate how long a freight train went
through a crossing. That's just bad public policy and |
woul d ask the Body to vote 'no'."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Madi son, Representative Hof fman."

Hof fman: "Yes, will the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "Indicates he wll."
Hof f man: "Representative, you talked briefly about sone of the

concerns that you had with regard to the obstructing of
railroad Crossi ngs. Is this... is there a specific
crossing in your area that causes this type of problem or
just generally?"

Burke: "Wwell, 1... | know for nyself | have been, indeed, delayed
for over 30 mnutes at the crossing that's nearest to ny
resi dence. But, throughout, as we were talking wth the
other Representative earlier, there are major problens at
all the intersections when they are blocked for greater
than 10 m nutes.™

Hoffman: "And | would assune that the constituents in your area
are extrenely concerned. |If you are going to get your
child from day care, you're going to go to work, you're
going to... run errands and you're detained for 30 m nutes

because of the fact that the rail cross... or the crossing,
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the grade «crossing is being blocked, that's obviously a
concern. | obviously live in a different part of the state
and I would Ilike... | wouldn't mnd seeing sonething
simlar that's statewide. But | understand that this Bill
only... only applies to your area, and I'mgoing to support
you because | know that you under st and what your
constituents need, the problens that they have. And,
particularly, | think everybody in this chanber needs to
understand, half the reason that we see peopl e going around
grade crossings and half the reason we see people trying to
beat trains is because so often we get in a situation where
we have to go sonmewhere and a train is blocking the grade
crossing and you can't get there. That's what this Bill's
designed to... to stop. Not only to design to stop the
i nconveni ence that famlies feel or individuals feel or
busi nessnmen feel because of the grade crossing being
bl ocked, but al so, but also, to make sure that we avoid the
type of incidents that can occur and accidents that can
occur and safety risks that occur when people try to beat

the train because they know that the train may stop there

for 30 mnutes. | think that.... | wish that this didn't
only deal wth the city, | wish it dealt wwth the entire
state because where |I |live, many tines when you try to go

t hrough places like Ganite Cty, where many... or Madi son,
II'linois, vyou'll be stopped for 20/30 mnutes. |'ve had
people call my district office from cell phones, upset
because they have been... needed to go sonewhere they
were... had sonme kind of an obligation, famly or
otherwi se, they couldn't get to it because their way is
being blocked. | think this is a good first step. | urge
an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
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Crotty:

Speaker
Crotty:

Speaker

Davi s,

Lady from Cook, Representative Crotty."

"Thank you very much. | will keep ny remarks to the
Bill."

Hartke: "To the Bill."

“If... If there has not been, in your district, a problem
with trains stopped for any length of tinme, it wll only be
that length of tinme before you will have a constituent
call. In our area, in the south suburban Cook area, we
have in fact had trains stop for a very long period of tine
where even children trying to cone honme from school have
clinbed in between the train cars in order to get across,
so they <can go hone. Representative Brosnahan and nyself
have net with the railroads. W wll continue to neet with
the railroads because as a previous speaker has said, the
rail roads are very inportant to our neck of the woods. But
they need to be good neighbors. They need to be safe
nei ghbors. And | know that | have found, along wth sone
of ny other colleagues, sone great problens wth the
railroad. Again, | will continue to work with them But
they need to address the problens that our constituents.
And we that represent t hose constituents here in
Springfield, need to nake sure that safety, not only with
the vehicles, the energency vehicles, but especially kids
that have found thenselves conpelled to clinb over those
trains in order to get home. The railroads need to be nore
cautious and be nore of a good neighbor. So, | again,
support this. | ask that the rest of you... join us in
supporting this legislation and we wll continue to be good
Representatives in our districts. Thank you."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from Cook, Representative Davis."

M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise in support of this
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Speaker

Bur ke:

| egi sl ation, because not only is the driver of an
autonobile being inconvenienced, very frequently these
trains are stopped by soneone's house, right outside of
soneone's hone the notor 1S running. Very often the
engi neer may even leave the train and it's a very dangerous
situation. And you hear all of this runble, runble, runble
by soneone's honme for 30 or nore mnutes and that is w ong.
We have asked through letters and through neetings to have
this kind of incident halted, to have sone solution and we
have received absolutely nothing. I commend Representative
Burke for bringing this Bill. W should all be 'aye'
votes. There are sone people who want to vote 'yes', but
they're afraid their community will ask, 'Wiy don't we have
that law in our community?' So they want us to extend it
for the whole state, Representative. And, perhaps, if we
have to, we'll certainly do that. But | believe this is
one of those votes to protect the working people, to
protect the honeowner, and give them the safety and
security that they have deserved, that they earned by... by
being citizens of this state.”

Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one 1is
seeki ng recognition, Representative Burke, to close."

"Thank you, again, Speaker. One of the previous speakers
had suggested that the backbone of commerce travels on
trains. | certainly agree with that statenent, but let ne
ask you this. What if you or a nenber of your famly had
their backbone crushed in an autonobil e accident and you're
in an anbul ance that could not get to the hospital and you
had to sit there for 35 mnutes waiting? How do vyou
respond? There have been many, many situations such as
this. W're not only tal king about inconveniencing people.

Let's face it, we're in a fast noving society. People want
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to get frompoint Ato point B as quick as they can. e
are having serious problens. Kids are clinmbing on the

trains. People are racing to avoid the gates going down.
There have been tragic accidents in our comrunities as a
result of the delays that these trains cause our society.
This is a comobn sense approach. The railroads can nmake
provisions to see to it that the trains don't block these
crossings for longer than 10 mnutes in a 30 m nute period.
It's very sinple. It's the cost of doing business. W
don't want to shut the railroads down, but certainly we
don't want to continue to inconvenience our constituencies.
I woul d certainly, as many of you asked, consider
| egislation for the entire state. And for those of you
t hat have a concern about downstate, let ne rem nd you that
57 Senators voted in favor of this initiative. And sone of
them do, indeed, represent downstate areas. So | would
urge everyone in this Body to consider not only our urgent
concern in Cook County, but the source of great

consternation across this state with the bl ockage of these

railroad Crossi ngs. And I woul d ask you, nost
respectably... respectfully, for your 'aye' vote. Thank
you. "

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, '"Shall Senate Bill 1136 pass?
Al those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 1136 there were
51 Menbers voting 'yes', 30...51 Menbers voting 'yes', 63
Menbers voting 'no', and 2 Menbers voting 'present’'. And
the Gentl eman asks for Postponed Consideration. M. derk,
place this Bill on Postponed Consideration. For what

reason does the Lady from Cook, Representative Wjcik, seek
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recogni tion?"

Whj ci k: "Yes, M. Speaker. Thank you so much. | rise for point
of personal privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Wjcik: "In the balcony we have... the students from Hoover and
Canpanel I'i  School in Schaunburg. So let's give thema
great wel cone."

Speaker Hartke: "Welcone to your Capitol here in Springfield. On
page 2 of the Calendar appears Senat e Bill 458,
Representative Wnters. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 458, a Bill for an Act in relation to

automat ed external defibrillators. Third Reading of this

Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Wnters."

Wnters: "Thank you, M.... M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of
the House, | also have trouble saying defibrillator. But

this Bill creates the Automated External Defibrillator Act;
provides for training, maintenance and oversight; provides
that the Departnent of Public Health shall adopt rules
concerning training and does carry an exenption from civil

liabilities for <certain parties. The Trial Lawers have

reviewed it and have no opposition. As far as |'m aware,
there is no opposition to the Bill, wuld urge its
adoption."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

Senate Bill 458?" Al those in favor wll signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Clerk, take the record. On Senate
Bill 458 there were 116 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no

and O voting '"present'. And this Bill, having received a
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Constitutional WMjority is hereby declared passed. Senate
Bill 171, Representative Reitz. Take that Bill out of the
record. Senate Bill 727, Representative Fowler, 725.
Excuse ne. M. Cerk, read the Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 725 has been read a second tineg,
previously. Anmendnents 1 and 2 have been adopted to the
Bill. No Mbdtions have been filed. No Fl oor Anmendnents
approved for consideration.”
Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading."
Fow er: "Thank you, M . Chai r man (si c- Speaker), fell ow
Representatives. This Bill is the Aquaculture Bill...."
Speaker Hartke: "M. Clerk, read that Bill a third tinme."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 725, a Bill for an Act concerning

aquacul ture. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Fow er."
Fow er: "Thank you, M. Chairman (sic-Speaker). This is the
Aquacul ture Bill. It's the one that pronmotes fish farm ng,

not only in ny area of the state, but throughout the State
of Illinois. W view this as a... Econom c Devel opnent
Bill and |I'd be prepared to answer any questions that you
m ght have concerning this."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Jo Davi ess, Representative Lawfer."

Lawfer: "Thank you, M. Chairman (sic-Speaker). WII the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Lawfer: "Representative, could you explain the... what t he
Amendnents do? Wiat... how they... Amendnents 1 and 2
provi si ons?"

Fower: "Yes, Sir, Representative Lawfer. Anmendnent #1 requires
that there be an audit, each year, report on this. And

Amendnent #2, it creates a special fund. Oiginally, the
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Lawf er :

Fowl er:
Lawf er :

Fowl er:

Lawf er :

Fowl er:
Lawf er :

Speaker

Lawf er :

Speaker

Fowl er:

money to pronote this would be taken out of the sales tax
fund. That inpacted sone other funds, the school fund for
one thing. So Anmendnment #2 provides that the funds for
this shall be transferred fromthe General Revenue Fund in
t he amount of $1, 000,000 a year for 10 years."

“"And that $1, 000,000 was what the original proposal was,
only it was being funded a different direction. s that
correct?"

"That is correct, Representative."

"Did Amendnent #1 broaden this in addition to the
accounting procedures, broaden it and include sone other
facilities?"

"Yes, it did. Oiginally, it was only SIU at Carbondal e,
but Amendnent #1 wll... included the Illinois State
University at Bloom ng... Bloom ngton/Normal and Western
II'linois University at Maconb."

"Representative, are you aware of any opposition to this
Bill?"

"None, what soever."

"M . Speaker, to the Bill."

Hartke: "To the Bill."

"I think that this is a good Bill. The Representative
has worked very diligently on this. This is part of
agriculture... the agriculture industry and expanding the

mar kets, not only for fish but also for the products needed
to produce it, such as corn and soybeans and so on, and |
woul d urge a 'yes' vote. Thank you."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking

recognition, Representative Fower, to close.™

"Yes, Sir. This 1is an excellent piece of |egislation
regarding economc developnent, and | would urge nmy
col l eagues to vote '"aye' on this Bill. Thank you."
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Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 725 pass?

Al those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed by voting 'no'. The wvoting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate Bill 725
there are 115 Menbers voting 'yes', 1 person voting 'nho
and O wvoting 'present'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority is hereby decl ared passed. It is
the intent of the Chair to work until about 4:30 and then
there will be respective caucuses for each party. House
Joint Resolution 10, Representative Slone. M. Cerk, read
t he Resolution.”

Clerk Rossi: "House Joi nt Resol ution #10, of fered by
Representati ve Sl one."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Slone."

Sl one: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen. This is
the Resolution that we adopted an Anendnent that was the
entire | anguage of this Resolution the other day. Thi s
woul d essentially reenact the G owh Task Force that we had
| ast year, but expand it to include nenbers of the Senate
and Menbers of the... a larger nunber of the state agencies
that are concerned with sone of these issues and keep the
di al ogue noving forward in Illinois about dealing with sone
of these issues. |1'd be happy to answer any questions and
|'d appreciate your support.”

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Slone: "Certainly."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Parke."
Par ke: "Thank vyou. Representative, you are now creating a task
force of 24 people with this. 1Is that correct?”
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Slone: "It would be up to 24, M. Parke. That's right."

Parke: "And...."

Slone: "Twelve legislative Menbers."

Parke: "And it wll be six appointed by the three of the four
| eaders; six in the House, six in the Senate?"

Slone: "That's right."

Parke: "And... they'll be non-voting mnmenbers, 12 nonvoting
menbers. \Where will they come fromand who wll appoint
t hose nonvoting nmenbers?"

Sl one: "The nonvoti ng menber s woul d be appointed by the
| egi slative Menbers and they would... they would conme from
the fields that are listed in the Resolution itself;
agriculture, environnment, business, real estate, and so
on."

Parke: "All right, let me go through a litany. 1Is the... is the
realtors... neutral or supportive of this |egislation?"

Sl one: "The Anendnent | anguage that was adopted, that becones the
Resolution, is agreed |language with the realtors.”

Parke: "The realtors are okay now?"

Slone: "Yes, that's ny understanding."

Parke: "How about the hone buil ders?"

Slone: "I believe they are as well."

Parke: "Do you know of any known opposition to this?"

Sl one: "Not anynore. No, Sir."

Parke: "WII| the people who serve on this conmssion, wll they
be conpensat ed?"

Slone: "I beg your pardon?"

Parke: "WII the nmenbers of this task force, this Illinois Gowh
Task Force, wll they be conpensated? WII| they have a
sal ary?"

Slone: "Oh, no. No, Sir. Unh uh."

Parke: "WII| their expenses be paid?"
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Sl one:

Par ke:

Sl one:

Par ke:

Sl one:

Par ke:

Sl one:

Par ke:

Sl one:

Par ke:

Sl one:

"Well, the... the task force provides for that, but in the
previous task force we found out that we don't usually
appropriate for those. So what happens, is that the task
force | anguage permts the legislative Menbers to receive
their per diemfor any neetings. Generally, at least, if
it's like the previous task force, the organizations that
are represented will cover the expenses of their non... of
the public nenbers.™

"And what do you want to.... Wth this, what do we
achieve now? \Wat s achieved by establishing this..
I[1linois Gowh Task Force? Wat do you... what do you see

happeni ng a year from now?"

"Well, it is our hope that by the time the 9lst GCeneral
Assenbly waps up, that we wll have held sone public
hearings and discussed |land wuse, transportation, and

housi ng i ssues with a nunber of people around the state and
set sone goals wup for sone of these issue areas that
everyone can have a consensus on."

"Who will be the Chair?"

"The Chair would be selected by the legislative Menbers
fromanong the |legislative Menbers."

"So the Chair will be a Legislator?"

"That's correct."

"And... do you see them taking this... in the form of
| egi sl ati on? Do you t hi nk t hat they' 11 recommend
legislative initiatives fromthis task force?"

"Well, | would anticipate that there mght be sone
legislative initiatives to energe from the task force.
Qovi ously, anything the task force concludes can only be a
recomrendati on. "

"Do you...."

"I't has no force of law "
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Par ke: " Ckay. Do you perceive that... the legislative | eaders
will put a balance on this task force of those that m ght
be on one end of the spectrum.. wanting a | ot of ownership

of private property by government entities and those that

m ght opposed you? Do you foresee a good balance that

will... be healthy for public discussion?"
Slone: "I would certainly hope that we would have bal anced
representation. And... certainly, by having each of the

caucuses represented, we should have a spectrum of views."
Parke: "Wat do you.... Wuat do you.... Wat is the purpose of
havi ng 12 nonvoti ng nmenbers?"
Slone: "Well, the purpose of.... There are not necessarily going
to be 12, M. Parke. It is up to... it is up 12, however."
Par ke: "Ckay."
Slone: "But the purpose of having that is to... is again to offer
a spectrumfrom the private sector of people who are
interested in these issues and represent organizations that

are interested in these issues.”

Parke: "Do you know how...."
Slone: "... And bring different perspectives to bear."
Parke: "WIIl this sunset? WIlIl this conmttee sunset at sone

particular tine and if it doesn't..."

Sl one: "Yes."
Parke: "...achieve anything? Wen wll that be?"
Slone: "Well, because it's a task force of +the 91st General

Assenbly, it <can't outlast the 91st Ceneral Assenbly. So
at the latest, it would end in January of 2001, when the
new General Assenbly cones in."

Parke: "Thank you. To the Resolution, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Resolution.”

Parke: "I... reviewed this. 1've... served on the... conmttee

that reviews this kind of legislation and there certainly
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Sl one:

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

Reitz:

is a lot of discussions, a lot of point of view on the
concept of smart growh and open... ownership of private
property by governnment entities. And there is a lot give
and take and we have seen any nunber of referenduns passed
in the last two or three years where the people in certain
counties have agreed to spend their taxpayers noney to do
certain things in Kkeeping open space. And | think that
that's sonething we ought to | ook at. But we ought to
rem nd everybody that |less than 5% of all property in this
State of Illinois is actually devel oped, |ess than 5% So
| hope we're very cautious. | hope the nenbers of this
task force are cautious. But | think that having di scussion
about that issue is healthy and so | wll support this
Resol ution and ask the Body to support it also.”
"Thank you, M. Parke."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Since no one is seeking

recognition, the question is, 'Shall House Joint Resolution

10 pass?" Al those.... 'Be adopted." Al those in favor
signify by wvoting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no' . The
voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted

who w sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take the
record. On House Joint Resolution 10 there are 115 Menbers
voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'. And this Joint Resolution
having received a Majority is hereby adopted. On page 5 of
the Calendar, appears Senate Bill 171, Representative
Reitz. M. derk, read the Bill."

Rossi: "Senate Bill 171, a Bill for an Act in relation to
public safety. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Reitz."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 171 wll allow
nonhone rule wunits of governnent, |ess than 130,000, to

give themthe ability to appoint deputy chief positions.
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If they have 25 or less police officers they are all owed
to... to appoint one deputy chief; 25 or nore are allowed
to appoint two deputy chiefs. It also has criteria in
there to qualify themfor serving as a deputy chief."
Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Harris."

Harris: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Representative yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Harris: "lIs there any opposition to this Bill?"
Reitz: "No there is not. W worked with different.... FOP is in
support of this Bill. The Chiefs of Police, the fire

departnments have and the Firefighter's Union have w thdrawn
their opposition. W have tabled Anendnents 2 and 3 to
this. This is just sinply Anmendnent #1."

Harris: "Thank you very nmuch. Thank you."

Speaker Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? The Chair recognizes
Representati ve Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "You're welcone."

Bl ack: "Yes, would we... could we ask the Sponsor of this if he
woul d yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he will not. But | think he will."

Black: "Well, 1... | need to correct the transcript because when
t he Sponsor, the outstanding young gentleman that he is,
introduced his Bill he said House Bill 171."

Reitz: "Ch, excuse ne."

Black: "So | got the wong file out and the..."

Reitz: "You're right."

Black: "...transcript should clearly.... W are on Senate Bil
171, correct? And that deals with.... |Is that right, does
t he Sponsor acknow edge that....?

Reitz: "Yeah and | appreciate that..."
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Bl ack: " Ckay. Well, nowl've got the right file. That's why I
was... | couldn't understand the previous Representative

Reitz:
Bl ack:

Reitz:

Bl ack:
Reitz:

Bl ack:

Reitz:
Bl ack:
Reitz:

Bl ack:

Reitz:

Bl ack:

Reitz:

Bl ack:

Reitz:

Bl ack:

cause the other file had all kinds of opposition. But this
one's a little different. This one sinply says that a

community can appoint a deputy chief of police, correct?"

"Correct."”

"Can't they do that now?"

"Apparently not. The ability wthin the ...within the
law, it allows comunities above 130,000 to appoint them
This is a vehicle for the Chiefs of Police Association..."

"And it's...."

.s0 | assune they cannot do that."

"And it's ny understanding that this is supported by the
Crest H Il Police Department. |Is that in your district?"

"I don't know where the Crest Hi |l Police Departnent is."

"I don't either. | thought it was a toothpaste."”

"But I'mglad they support it."

"I  have no idea. Qur file indicates the Minicipal League
is in favor of this Bill."

"I have not tal ked to the Minicipal League on this Bill
so | assunme they are..."

"You haven't talked to the Muinicipal League?"

"They have not talked to ne."

"Ch, well, their mstake. You want to take this out of
the record and we'll go out and talk to thenf"

"Well, we can, but if they're in support of it...."

"l was going to say, they're in support of this Bill and |
say, good for them It's high tine. This corrects an
inequity in the law that has bothered ne for at |east 30
years, Representative. Because |I... | have said for years,

it's not fair that counties can have deputy sheriffs, when

cities over 130,000 popul ation couldn't have a deputy chief
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of police. And it's about tine we correct this inequity.
| commend the Municipal League for their superb |obbying
effort on this Bill and by golly |I stand with you. |If it's

good enough for the counties, it's good enough for the

cities. Let's vote 'aye' and send them a nessage."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition the question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 171
pass? That's Senate Bill 171. Al those in favor wll
signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The

voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who wsh? M. Cderk, take the
record. On Senate Bill 171 there were 116 Menbers voting
"yes', 0 voting 'no' and O voting 'present'. And this Bil
having received a Constitutional Myjority IS her eby
decl ared passed. On page 4 of t he Cal endar, appears
Senate Bill 1155, Representative Gash. M. derk, read the
Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 1155, a Bill for an Act anending the
II'linois Vehicle Code. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Gash."

Gash: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. First of all, I1'd like to just
say that this is not a "tarp’ Bill. This Bill will address
the problem of stones that would fly at w ndshields.
Current law provides that, 'no person shall operate or
cause to be operated on a highway any second division
vehicle loaded wth dirt, aggregate, garbage, refuse or
other simlar material when any portion of the load is

falling, sifting, blow ng, dropping, or in any way escaping

from the wvehicle.' This Bill wll add a provision to the
above Section to provide that no person shall do those
t hi ngs. They shall operate a second division vehicle on a

highway that is |loaded with dirt, aggregate, garbage,
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refuse or other simlar material in or on any part of the
vehicle other than in the <cargo container. The Bill,
actually, also provides that no person shall operate such a
vehicle on any highway unless the tailgate on the vehicle
isin good repair and operating condition and closes

securely. Finally, the Bill provides that if a police

officer determines a dangerous condition exists, they

can... they can require the vehicle to stop wuntil the
operator secures the | oads. There was no opposition in
commttee that was.... Proponents include the 1Illinois
State Police, the Illinois Departnent of Transportation,
the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police, the 1Illinois

Muni ci pal League, the M dwest Truckers Association, the
II'linois Transportation Association, Township Oficials of
I1linois, the Lonbard Police Departnent, the Du Page Mayors
and Managers Conference and ot her organizations. This Bil

has earned the praise fromtrucking conpanies, as well as
t hose who have sought mandatory tarp | aws. Don Schaefer of
the M dwest Truckers Association said that he thinks we've
struck a... I'm quoting... 'I think we have struck a

bal ance between debris falling off vehicles and a '"tarp

law. Another 'tarp' lawis not the answer.' | would urge
your 'aye' vote. |I'd be happy to answer any questions."”
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."
Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "She indicates she will."

Bl ack: "Yes. Representative, if there was no opposition to this
Bill, why did it fail the first tinme in commttee?"

Gash: "It didn't get enough votes. Actually, | think..."

Black: "M . Speaker, <chalk one wup... <chalk one up for the
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Gash:

Bl ack:

Gash:

Sponsor, but we're not done yet. But keep score, wll
you?"

"I would like to, actually, address that nore accurately.
Representative Black, | think that's a great question and
you should... | would like to let you know that there was a
m sunderstanding in the commttee the first time because
the M dwest Truckers Association, as well as the Illinois

Transportation Association, did not put in their slips in

support as | had believed that they were going to. As a
result, when | said that they were in... they were
proponents, | was technically incorrect. We brought it

back the next week and they put in the slips in support of
it and then 1| was made technically correct, as | had
believed | was, originally. 1 really would like to thank
themat this point for representing the trucking industry
and working wth Senator Lauzen and nme on this inportant
piece of safety legislation. Their help has been
i nval uabl e."

"M . Speaker, could you turn the tinmer on, on her answers?
Now, Representative, ny next questionis, if there's no
opposition to the Bill, why does ny floor file indicate
that the County H ghway Engineers are in opposition to the
Bill?"

"Thank you very nuch for asking that question which | asked
nmysel f yesterday when | read the Senate Republican anal ysis
and t he House Republican anal ysis. | went back to the
original drafters of those analyses and asked them It
turns out that they had put in slips while it was still in
commttee. | believe, after the Amendnent in the Senate,
they're no longer in opposition. And, as of yesterday, they
say that they are not in opposition. I"'m glad you

clarified that."
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Bl ack:

Gash:

Bl ack:

Gash:

Bl ack:

Gash:
Bl ack:

Gash:

"Well, I"'mglad you clarified that. WIl you clarify
sonething else for ne? How did you get a copy of the House
Republ i can staff analysis of the Bill?"

"No, but thank you for asking."

"Wll, yes, | and I'm.. I'mwaiting with bated breath for
your answer."

"Actually, we do frequently, in a bipartisan manner, work
toget her on | egislation.”

"Would that explain why the lock on our Bill file drawer

was jinmmed | ast night?"

"No conment."

"You don't know anything about that do you? I'm.. so
well... all right. Representative, there is a portion of
the Bill, in all seriousness, that gives many of us who
again, live in "forgotten toni a' (sic-forgotonia),
downstate Illinois, pause and it is on page 1 of your Bill
and it begins on line 19. And it says, 'in addition, no
per son shal | operate on any highway such vehicle,

definition above, unless the tailgate on the vehicle is in
good repair and operating condition and cl oses securely so
as to prevent any load, residue or other material from
escapi ng.' Now, as | read that, that neans that | could
not drive a pickup truck in this state wwth what is called
a 'Cargo Net' on the back rather than the factory installed
tailgate. |Is that your intention?"

"It IS ny under st andi ng t hat si nce that's a
post manuf actured change then if the mnmesh tailgate wll
contain the material being hauled, it would be okay. If it
wll not contain what's being hauled, then the solid
tail gate should be put back on. This is sonething that we
did bring up in the negotiations. It was discussed. And

it was determned that, even with a pickup truck, we wanted
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Bl ack:

to make sure that things were secure and not falling off.
You may be interested to know, Representative Black, |'m
sure you' d be interested to know, that Allstate I|nsurance
did some research and in Illinois, the conprehensive

portion of insurance policy accounts for 16% of the

total... total auto insurance premum over 80% of the
conprehensive clains are for glass br eakage, nmost |y
wi ndshi el ds. W ndshi el d repl acenent costs can run between
200 and $400. In a recent year, Illinois drivers suffered

about 210,000 glass breakages, totalling 40,000,000 in
damages. Most victins of this gl ass breakage nmust neet a
deductible and therefore, pay 50, a hundred or $250. This
is one of those issues where when you go and talk to vyour
constituents, you learn that alnost every single one of
them and frankly, al nost every single one of us, has had a
personal experience with this type of a problem | should
point out that wndshields breaking, is of course, a
problem but many tinmes people are actually injured and

it's nore serious than just the annoyance and the tine

involved in filling out all the <clains and getting it
repaired.”
"Wel |, thank you, Representative. | don't know that that

has anything to do with the question of whether or not |
can drive down the highway wth a nmesh tailgate, but
downstate we've learned a long tine ago if we're worried
about our wndshield being broken, we just drive in
reverse. But, obviously, that hasn't gotten wup to vyour
area, yet. So, let ne again go to the point and the issue
at hand. Many, nmany, nmany pickup trucks are sold in ny
area and the tailgate is renoved. And this is because
general contractors may want to hire... or excuse ne, nmay

want to haul plaster board for houses, dinension |unber for
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Gash:

Bl ack:

construction, panelling for construction, roofing material,

et cetera. And so they renove the tailgate so that they
can get this material, usually by... four foot by eight
foot sheets, into the truck easily and unload it easily.
Now, as | read the Bill, not the intent, 'cause | don't

know the intent, the court will tell ne that. As | read
the Bill, it says | can't operate nmy pickup truck in that
condition, if this Bill becones |aw"

"As | said, Representative, this was one of those issues
that was discussed in the negotiations. It was the belief
of ... of the people who were discussing it, that since the
mesh tailgate is a postmanufactured change it's not
addressed in this and if the tailgate will contain the
mat eri al being hauled, then it would be okay. If it
wouldn't, then it would be... then the solid tail gate nust
be put back on, but the nmesh tailgate would be okay if it

cont ai ned the cargo."

"Representative, 1... 1... | want vyou to focus on the
issue. The issue in real world Illinois, where | live, if
I'"'m hauling plasterboard to a construction site, | have

removed the tailgate fromny pickup truck. Al  of the
contractors in ny area aren't wealthy enough to get a
flatbed or a stakebed truck. So we have a half ton or
three quarter ton pickup truck. W renove the tailgate, so
that when we go to the lunberyard the lift truck can pick
up several sheets of wallboard or dinension |unber, slide

it into the back of the truck and away we go to the job

site. Now, as | read the |language in your Bill, it says on
line 19, 'no person shall operate on any highway such
vehicle defined above', which means a second division
vehicle which is a pickup truck, 'no person shall operate

on any highway such vehicle wunless the tailgate on the
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Gash:

Bl ack:

Gash:

Bl ack:

Gash:

Bl ack:

vehicle is in good repair and operating condition and
cl oses securely, so as to prevent any |oad, residue, or
other material fromescaping." If [I'm hauling wallboard
and | have to put my tailgate up, then the wall board s at
an angle and if | hit some rough road, the wallboard could
br eak. It could... it could snap. Now, all I'm asking
you, is if general contractors in ny district are gonna be
pulled over and ticketed for hauling dinension |unber
that... W're not talkin" garbage, we're not talkin

refuse, we're not talkin" sand, we aren't talking gravel.
We're talking bulk building materials. And to haul bul k
building materials it... it works nmuch easier if you take

the tailgate off the truck or |eave the tailgate dowm. And

as | read your Bill, I can't do that anynore."

"Wth... with all due respect, | would |love to answer that.
In fact, you pointed out... you said, 'we're not talking
about these things.' In fact, you' re wong. |If vyou |ook
at... if you look at line 16, going to line 15, 'no person

shal | operate or cause to be operated on a highway any
second division vehicle loaded wth dirt, aggregate,
garbage, refuse or simlar material.' Those are the things
we are addressing."
"And can you define 'simlar material'? And then on |Iine
20..."
"I think that would be a reasonable interpretation to
suggest that the things you are referring to are not."
"There isn't any original interpretation. No court has
ruled on this Bill."

"Right. And you're asking my opinion."

"What is... what is 'simlar material' nean and on |ine
22, what does 'other material' mean? Coul d ' ot her
material' be construed as plasterboard, dinension |unber,
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pl ywood, roofing shingles, the things that people who work
everyday for a living haul in their pickup truck."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Gash?"

Gash: "If... if I'm wunderstanding your question, it's... it's
woul d those types of things be included in this and ny
understanding of this is 'no' ."

Bl ack: "Ckay. Representative, thank you very nmuch. M. Speaker,
to the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Bl ack: "The Sponsor has worked diligently on this Bill and if we
had a clear definition of 'aggregate' ... No, I don't want
to follow a truck down the road whose operator does not

sweep the side of the truck, clean off the bunper or the

tail gate. Most people | know don't do that. They operate

their truck in a responsible manner. | know there are sone
bad actors out there and... and | think the Representative
is after those people. But, in all good... in all good

faith and | say this to mny colleagues, particularly who

live downstate, | don't want to kill the Representative's
Bill. She's worked very hard on it and it is a problem
... | appreciate that. But, | would ask ny downstate
col | eagues to just look at the Bill. 1t says, confusingly,

that you have to operate it with the tailgate up and in
good working order. Now, those of wus that know what
wal | board is and plywood is and di nension |lunber and you
know how general contractors haul this material to and from
job sites, you cannot have your tailgate up and in good
order. You either have to have it down, so you can slide
this heavy material in or you secure it with a nmesh strap
or whatever. That's the problemwth this Bill. It is, as
sonebody said earlier on another Bill not related to this,

we of ten get ourselves into the law of unintended

115


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

50t h Legi sl ative Day May 13, 1999

Speaker

Lyons,

consequences. And in ny area, |I'mnot gonna go hone and
explain to ny building contractors why they can no | onger
haul wal | board, plywood, and di nension |unber the way they
have for 40 years, because this Bill to ne says, 'You can't
do that anynore. You' ve got to have your tailgate up.' If
we could exenpt that, if we could nmake it very clear that
this is aggregate, rock, et cetera, | don't have any
problemwith the Bill. But I'll be doggone if |I'm gonna go
home and tell my brother, who's out there workin' everyday
trying to make a |living, that he can't haul building

materials in his truck the way he's been doing for 40

years."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gent | eman from.. the Lady from Cook, Representative
Lyons. "

E: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise in strong support of
this |egislation. The Sponsor nentioned those victinms of

driving along the highway and being hit by one thing or
another from trucks and | have to say that | have
experienced that nyself and | have constituents that have,
as well. M last experience cost nme $650 to get ny
wi ndshield fixed and there was no... little or no recourse.
| have aggregate businesses in ny district and | get calls
fromconstituents all the tine, 'Wiy can't you do sonet hing
about this?" This is a step in the... in the right
di rection. | think that the... this wll help law
enforcenment officials to go after those trucks who are
guilty of... of not being able to clean up their trucks so
that the debris does not fall on... on other victins and..

and cost themquite a bit of noney. So, | rise in support
of this |egislation. | comrend the Sponsor for the hard

work she's done on it and urge your 'yes' vote."
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Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Lady from Kane, Representative Lindner."

Li ndner: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | also rise in strong support
of this Bill. It was, actually, a constituent of mne from
El burn, [Illinois, that brought this issue to the attention

of Senator Chris Lauzen and certainly, everyone in our
ar ea. She worked very hard with Senator Lauzen and they
wor ked very hard with the... both trucking associations to
try and get sonething that everyone could live with. And |
think this is a good Bill. 1t's sonmething that has been
worked on for a long tine. There have been many
concessions and | would ask your support."”

Speaker Hartke: "This Bill is on Standard Debate. Two people
have spoken in favor of the Bill. The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Gglio."

Gglio: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "She indicates she will."

Gglio: "Thank you. Representative Gash, prior to the |ast
commttee hearing, | had raised a concern and you said it
was addressed at the... the last conmttee hearing. Woul d

you go over that, please? Do you recall what that concern
was?"

Gash: "Yes, | have it right here. I'mlooking for your actual
meno on your letterhead. And | do have it right here. And
you were concerned to mnmke sure that truck drivers and
trucki ng conpanies would not receive nultiple penalties
when nore than one stone or aggregate is found outside the
bed of the truck. And I... as | said to you | thought that
that was a very good concern. 1In fact, the way the Bill is
witten, 'violations of the provisions of this Section
shall be a petty offense punishable by a fine not to exceed

$250." And the provisions of the Section are that, 'no
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Gglio:
Gash:

Gglio:

Gash:

Gglio:
Gash:

Gglio:

person shall operate or cause to be operated.” Not... not
that there would be any particular anmount, but the actual
violation would be 'causing to be operated in a dangerous
condition.' So that would be one tine."

"All right. Well... well, et me ask you this. It...
"And. .. and since you're nentioning the thing about
aggregate and... and Representative Black al so seened to be
concerned about that. | wanted to say, Representative
Black, | hope you're |listening, wherever you may be. 1In

fact, your concern about not having 'aggregate' defined

would be a very wvalid concern. Luckily for you, it
actually is divine... defined in t he Section. |t
specifically says, 'that aggregate shall include all ores,
m nerals, sand, gravel, shale, coal, clay, |inmestone or any
other ore or mnerable... mneral, which may be mned."'

So, we no | onger have to be concerned about that."
"Well, that may address the word 'aggregate', but | don't

know that it addresses the word 'garbage' or addresses the

words 'simlar material'. Which, | think, are very valid
concer ns. Now, let nme ask you this. You're a snal
operator. You own one truck and you haul. Now, an over

zealous law enforcenent official pulls you over and says,
"You ain't novin' that truck until it's tarped.' How are
you gonna get to where you have to go? How are you gonna
get that truck tarped? You don't owm a tarp. To install a
tarp on a... on a senmtruck may run you five, six, $700."
"It actually doesn't require that it be tarped. I
understand your... your questions."

"It could require.™
"It requires that it be safe.”

"That's nice that you don't specifically require that.

Al t hough it could be one of the resolutions.™
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Gash: "It does require that the | oad be carried safely."”

Gglio: "Wiich neans that it could require the load to be
tarped. "

Gash: "As | would think nost of our constituents would want."

Gglio: "So, that the truck driver that we've been referring to
that owns one truck, he's, for all intenp... all intents

and purposes, out of luck. Correct? And he can wal k back
to wherever he's gotta go, spend the $700 to get a tarp
installed on his truck, which would probably be nore,

because he'd have to cone to where the truck's at to do it

before he could nove that load. Is that correct?”
Gash: "In certain circunstances it is possible that he would have
to put sonmething on... on the truck, but it would not..."

Gglio: "So, what..."

Gash: "...necessarily have to be a tarp."

Gglio: "...what would he have to put on the truck?"

Gash: "He would have to make it safe. But | should point out
al so, that AAA did a survey and they found that... | think

it was 97% of those asked were very, very concerned to nake
sure that things were not flying out of trucks."

Gglio: "N nety-nine percent of who asked?"

Gash: "Three percent were not."

Gglio: "O who asked?"

Gash: "Mtorists, who travel on the highway."

Gglio: "Oh, notorists not... | thought we were tal king about the
truck drivers."

Gash: "Right. And, in fact... but that's a good point. One of
the reasons the truckers were very involved in t he
| egi sl ation and the Transportation Association was involved
in the legislation is that they feel strongly that we don't
need a 'tarp’ law"

Gglio: "I... 1... 1 wuld disagree wth that, but in anyway
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let's nove forward. Can... you... you... Yyou bring your
dunp truck to the quarry and the quarry |oads up your
truck. And you... you make a conscious effort and you go
around the truck to sweep the side rails, sweep the gate,
sweep the bunpers. Yet, unbeknownst to you on top of the
cab of the truck there's two rocks. And you pull out onto

the road. Bam Could that be considered a dangerous

condi ti on?"

Gash: "A police officer would have... would be able..."

Gglio: "I'm sorry. | didn't hear you. Pardon nme? D d you
answer? | apol ogi ze."

Gash: "Repeat your question.”

Gglioc: "One or two rocks are on top of the cab of the truck.
You pull out of the quarry, onto the road, the officer's

there, pulls you over, there's two rocks on top of the cab.
Coul d that be considered a dangerous condition?"

Gash: "I would leave this to the officers who would... who would
be, actually, enforcing this law .."

Gglio: "AIl right. Thank you, Representative Gash."

Gash: "We did have officers conme to the conmttee and testify..."

Gglio: "M. Speaker, to the Bill."

Gash: "...about how that, in fact, is done."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Gglio: "To the Bill. Ladies and CGentlenen I... | appreciate
what Representative Gash, ny... ny office mate, is... 1is
trying to do here and in carrying this |egislation over
fromthe other side of the rotunda. However, this is not
the way to address the problem You' re gonna be pulling
over truck drivers for one or two rocks on the top of a cab
or on the back of a tailgate or on top of a tire. That's
Wr ong. That's targeted legislation for trucks, when in

fact, pickup trucks could be doing it, but they're not
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gonna fall wunder this, when in fact, a mnivan with a
bucket of rocks is sittin' in the back of it and the back
tailgate open could be nore of a hazard to the roads when
they're not gonna fall under this | egi sl ati on. I
under stand what you're trying to do, but you're going about
it, | feel, the wong way. We do need legislation to
protect. W do need to ensure that our drivers handle
their trucks properly and that they do clean "emoff. W
do need better coordination between the job sites and the
haul i ng conpani es. However, this is not the right way to
doit. | feel it's unfair to the drivers, and in fact, the
conpany owners. And | would urge a 'no' vote. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Gles."

Gles: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WI1l the Sponsor yield for a

question?"

Speaker Hartke: "He in... she indicates she wll."

Gles: "Representative... and I... | agree wth your Bill in
concept and | just want to... just ask you a question to

make sure that the actual |anguage does what you want it to
do. Wen | first bought... bought ny vehicle, | Dbelieve,
three days after | bought nmy vehicle and | was ex... | was
entering onto the expressway. And a truck ... 1... |
think |1 entered the expressway right behind a vehicle,
which | believe it was a truck. And sonething junped up..

was a small boulder and it hit ny wndshield and it cracked

my wi ndshield. O course, being a Christian man | didn't
say the things that | should have said, but |I was very
concerned. However, | guess the question I'mtrying to ask
is what type of recourse inthis... is there any type of

recourse in this legislation that would have entertai ned

that situation? | think, on page 2, Iline 4 in the
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Gash:

G | es:

| egi sl ation, you have where a police officer determ nes the
endangerous condition. In that particular scenario, | am
behind the truck and | just got hit with a boul der. " m
worried about ny safety, so I'mpulling over to nmake sure

that 1| amall right. And of course, that vehicle continues

to nove on and do not know that | have been hit by a
boul der. Could you explain to ne the recourse... if
there's any recourse, or is there a scenario that | can
address?"

"And this Bill does not address the recourse for that.

That woul d be much broader than this legislation actually
iS. Current law would require, right now, that an officer
actually see sonething falling before he can pull over a
truck or she, <can pull over a truck, in that situation

What this does is change that, so that... right now a
police officer has to see material falling fromthe truck
and this happens really infrequently. Should by sone freak
chance an officer actually see that material falling then
they can reduce or require reduction or tarping of the
| oad. What this will do is allow that when they see that
that dangerous condition exists, which is theoretically

preventing the problemit will allowthemto pull over that

truck. It doesn't go as far as you would like it to go,
but many people do feel it should go that far. But... but
this... this is an agreenent with the truckers, wth the
Transportation Association, all of whomfeel that there

should not be a 'tarp’ law. Many states disagree, but this

Bill does not do that."

"And... and I... | guess at that particular time ny only
recourse that | feel... of course, | got on the phone and
call ed ny insurance agent. And after having a vehicle

three days, he expressed to ne that, you know, you can get
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Gash:
G | es:

Speaker

Ski nner

Speaker

Ski nner

Speaker

Cr oss:
Speaker

Cr oss:

Speaker

Cr oss:

a new wi ndshield, of course, you wll have to pay the
deduc... the deductible for that...
"Afifty, a hundred, two-fifty."

and of course, that doesn't 1ook good for your

i nsurance record to be able to get a new w ndshi el d. And
... | just think that what... what you're trying to do
isS... is... 1s a very good thing here for a lot of

constituency who do not have recourse other than to cal
their insurance. 1... | think some how, sone way that...
that vehicle was not... that was not properly secured
shoul d have sone part in the recourse of... of that... that
situation. So, | commend you and | plan to support your
| egislation and | hope everyone will heed to what your..
what the true intent of this |egislation,regardless of
if... if the language do not appease every situation. But
the real intent is to prevent and save lives. Thank you."

Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from McHenry,

M. Skinner."
: "M. Speaker and Sponsor of the Bill. Yest er day
Representative Jack Franks got a lot of... was given a |ot
of ...

Hartke: "M . Skinner are you... are you in favor of this
Bill or opposed?”

> "I"'min favor of the Bill."

Hartke: "Three persons have spoken in favor of the Bill
The Chair now recogni zes Representative Cross.™

"WIlIl the Sponsor yield?"

Hartke: "She indicates she wll."

"And... M. Speaker, this is not the tinme for personal..
personal privilege, is it or...?"

Hartke: "lIs not."

“well, if I..."
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Speaker Hartke: "I will recognize you after we've finished. Are
you... want to speak against this Bill?"

Cross: "Yeah. Well, 1'd like to ask sone questions. | know. .."

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Cross: "Representative, |'m puzzl ed. | didn't hear the... |
didn't hear the... the answer, if it was given. Wat's a
second di vi sion vehicle?"

Gash: "I'm sorry. | didn't hear you. | was talking to

Representative Skinner who had not been able to say

sonet hing. "

Cross: "Well, I'm sorry. Is he asking questions, now? Al
right. What... what's a second division vehicle? | nean,
that's... that's the vehicle you're referring to in the
Bill. I... you could tell us what it is."

Gash: "I don't have that wwth ne here. | did have that in
commttee."

Cr oss: "You what ?"

Gash: "I don't have the actual technical description wth nme
here. | did have that in commttee."
Cross: "Well, I gu... and I'm.. all we're ta... we're talking

about this tarp requirenent on a second division vehicle."

Gash: "No. This is not a 'tarp’ Bill."

Cross: "Al right. What ever you want to call it. It... it up
there on the board it says '"tarps', but it's..."

Gash: "It was an anend... it was anend... amended out of what it
had been, which was a 'tarp' Bill."

Cross: "So, it's not a "tarp' Bill?"

Gash: "Correct."

Cross: "Al right."

Gash: "May | suggest you..."

Cross: "It snells like a '"tarp' Bill evenif it's not a '"tarp

Bill, but we'll <call it... it's not a 'tarp' Bill
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Gash:

Cr oss:

Gash:

Cr oss:

Gash:

Cr oss:

Gash:

Cr oss:

Gash:

Cr oss:

Gash:

Nevert hel ess, you need to tell us what kind of trucks... is
a second division vehicle a pickup truck, a Suburban, a
sem, a nmotor honme, a school bus? | think you need to |et
us know before we go too nuch further what a second
di vi si on vehi cl e iS. I don't think that's un..
unr easonable to ask."

"W will get that. | think that's a valid question."

"Do you want to pull this out of the record until you get
it. | thinkit's fa... relatively inportant."”
"I think it's inportant, too. Do you have other questions

we can answer while we're getting that?"

"All right. Let nme ask you... if you could tell us where
the FarmBureau is on this Bill in ternms of support or not
support, realizing it's no longer a "tarp’ Bill? s the

Farm Bureau for or against this Bill?"

"Neutral, fromwhat | understand."”

"\What ?"
"They do not have a recorded position. But... but, you
know, 1'mglad you nentioned that. Because actually, 'this

Section shall not apply to the operation of', da, da, da,
da, da, 'nor to inplenents of husbandry or other farm
vehicles while transporting agricultural products to or
from the original place of production.” That is probably
why they're not concerned with this. Thank you for asking
that. "

"Are you, on record, telling us that the Farm Bureau has
no problemwith this Bill?"

"I"msorry, what?"

"Are you, for the record, letting us knowor telling us,
advising wus, that the FarmBureau is not opposed to this
Bill?"

"I amtelling you that there is no record in commttee of
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any support or opposition to this Bill. That I'maware
of . "

Cross: "All right. I'm.. in the second sentence of the changes
on page 2 of wyour Bill... really the first page... 'in
addition, no person shall operate on any highway such

Gash:

Cr oss:

vehicle unless the tailgate on the vehicle is in good
repair and operating condition and cl oses securely so as to
prevent any |oad residue or other material from escaping.'
What if | have one of these vehicles, yet to be... yet to

be defined, but I'mnot carrying any material ? This Bil

reads as if | can't operate on a highway if my tailgate
doesn't work properly, regardl ess of whether or not | have
material in the back. |Is that really what you're after?

mean, a lot of people out in the farmng community wll

have an... you know. .. second or third truck that they just
use to get around. And it appears in your Bill... that I
have to have a tailgate in proper order... working order
regardl ess of whether or not I carry anything. And |'m
puzzl ed why."

"This Bill is focused on nmaking sure that things are

securely within the cargo section. That is why their..
the tailgate is addressed in this way."

"No, but... but Lauren, it reads though that if your..
the tailgate on the vehicle isn't working, regardless of
whet her or not you have any material back there, that you
can't operate it. | be... Representative Black just gives
me an old pickup truck that the tailgate doesn't work, |
don't intend to haul anything in it, but |'mgonna go drive
dowmn the road in it and your Bill prohibits t hat ,
regardl ess of whether or not | have any material; whether
have aggregate, whether | have garbage, whether | have

refuse. Wiy do you want to prohibit a vehicle that's not
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Cr oss:

Speaker

Cr oss:

Gash:

Cr oss:

being used to haul, fromoperating, if the tailgate's not
wor king? It makes no sense.”

"I don't and | think that this would clearly be read to
relate to the part that's discussing material in the cargo
container. \Wen it tal ks about 'such vehicle', that's what
they' re tal ki ng about."

“"No one wo... everybody here knows what you want to do.
But as we found out the |last few days, the way these Bills
are drafted they have uni ntended consequences and your Bill
clearly reads, clearly reads, that you can't drive any
vehicle that's second division down a highway of this state
if the tailgate doesn't work, regardl ess of whether or not
there's material. And | know you don't want to do that.
But why do we want to create an offense, a petty offense?
It would be sinple just to del et e t hat sent ence,
Representative."

Hartke: "Representative Gash. Representative Gash."
"Representative, maybe we should put a tarp on this Bil
for awhile. And just... put it at a second division vehicle
and drive it down a road and cone back tonorrow I
don't... if that's what you want to do. Heaven forbid if
this second division vehicle had a hidden conpartnent and
they were hiding aggregate back there. | don't know what
we'd do. Can you forfeit the vehicle if there's hidden
aggregate in a conpartnent on this truck? Representative,
| guess |I'malso concerned about if there are a bunch of
di ssected frogs in the back of this truck and they fel

out, would this Bill apply?"
"If the officer felt that it wuld create a dangerous
condition, yes."

"Pardon me? Lauren, | really do think you can clean this

up by deleting that one sentence. ... | think there's
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sone other people with other problens, but | really think
you have an unintended... you wll have uni nt ended
consequences wth this Jlanguage. And | don't think... |
think you end up risking..."
Gash: "Tom we are looking at that in good faith to try to

determine if there's a way to address that quickly."

Cross: "So, are you gonna take it out of the record for a while
or..."

Gash: "Bear with ne for 15 seconds."”

Cross: "How nuch faith are we suppose to have?"

Gash: "Ckay. M. Speaker, can you take this Bill out of the
record?"

Speaker Hartke: "Take this Bill out of the record. The Chair
recogni zes the Gentleman from Kendall, Representati ve
Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. [I'Il tell you, this is the first

time this guy's been on the House floor when he hadn't been
asking for votes. Bob Churchill is back and let's give
him former Majority Leader, a big round of applause.”

Speaker Hartke: "Wl cone back to the House, Bob. M. Cderk, what
is the status of Senate Bill 6467?"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 646 is on the Oder of Senat e
Bills-Third Reading."

Speaker Hartke: "Move that Bill back to Second for the purpose of
an Anmendnment at the request of the Sponsor. M. derk,
what is the status of Senate Bill 286?"

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 286 has been read a second tine,
previously. Amendnents 1 and 2 were adopted in conmmttee.
No Motions have been filed. No Floor Anendnents approved
for consideration.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Joint Resolution 12,

Representative Black. M. Cerk, read the Resolution."”
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Clerk Rossi: "House Joi nt Resol ution #12, of fered by
Representati ve Bl ack."

Speaker Hartke: "House Joint Resolution 12."

Black: "I'"'msorry, M. Speaker. | was out talking to the
trucking industry. House Joint Resolution #12 sinply urges
Congress and the United States Departnent of Agriculture to
reexam ne our national agricultural policy and give due
attention and action to remedy t he current
agricultural /economc dilema. For those of you who don't
think this neans anything, | know sonme of you think mlk,
bread, and pork chops, cones from Domnick and Jewel's.
Some of us who live downstate know where it really cones
from And I'mgoing to tell you sonething, you thought the
farmcrisis of 17/18 years ago was bad, well, you ought to
live in farmcountry today. And if these people go under
your food chain supply is going to be dependent upon third
world... or third party countries and | think we should
have | earned our | esson on oil, but I'mnot sure we have.
The Resolution has nothing to do wth fast track, has
nothing to do with anything except telling Congress, 'You
better take another |look at your agricultural policy,
because sonmething isn't working in the heartland' . Be glad
to answer any questions you have."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall House Joint
Resol ution 12 be adopted? Al those in favor signify by
saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair
the "ayes' have it and House Joint Resolution 12 1is
adopted. M. derk, Agreed Resolutions."

Clerk Rossi: "House Resolution 291, offered by Representative
Granberg; House Resolution 292, offered by Representative

St ephens; House Resolution 293, offered by Representative
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Bill Mtchell; House Resol ution 294, of fered by
Representative Bill Mtchell; House Resolution 295, offered

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

Curri e:

by Representative MCarthy; House Resol ution 297, offered
by Speaker Madi gan; and House Resolution 298, offered by
Representative Younge; House Resolution 284, offered by
Representati ve Andrea More; House Resolution 285, offered
by Representative Scott; House Resol ution 286, offered by
Representati ve Granberg; House Resolution 287, offered by
Representative Lyons, Joe Lyons; House Resolution 288,
offered by Representative Joe Lyons; House Resol ution 289,
offered by Representative Monique Davi s; and House
Resol ution 290, offered by Representative Zi ckus."

Hartke: "You' ve heard the Agreed Resol uti ons.
Representative Currie now noves the adoption of the Agreed
Resolutions. All in favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed
'no' . In the opinion of the Chair the 'ayes' have it and
the Agreed Resolutions are adopted. There's been a

distribution of a commttee schedule for tonorrow. VE .

Cerk."
Rossi: "The following commttees wll neet t onor r ow
nor ni ng: at 9:00 a. m in Room114 the Elenentary and

Secondary Education Commttee; at 9:00 a. m in D1 the
Human Services Conmttee; at 9:00 a. m in GC1 the
Judiciary I-Cvil Law Commttee; at 9:00 a. m in Room 122B
the Revenue Commttee; at 9:30 a. m in RoomD-1 the Local
Government Committee; at 9:30 a. m in Room 114 the
Regi stration and Regulation Conmmttee; at 9:30 a. m in

122B the Urban Revitalization Cormttee."

Hartke: "...recognizes the Lady from Cook, Representative
Currie.”
"Thank you, Speaker. Senator Berman and | invited

Chi cago Representatives of the GCeneral Assenbly to neet
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with us in Room 118 right after Session, to tal k about
| ocal school councils and principal selection. | believe
that we're going to have a party caucus, a conference, and
| would hope that instead of neeting in Room 118 right
after Session, that Chicago Menbers of this del egation,
woul d neet with Senator Berman and ne right after caucus in
Room 118. Thanks."
Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Lady from Kane,
Representative Lindner."

Li ndner: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Republicans will also have

a caucus i mmedi ately upon adj ournnent in Room 118."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Lopez. Denocrats caucus in Room
114. The Denocrats wll have a caucus in Room 114
i mredi ately wupon adjournnent. The Chair recogni zes
Representative Savi ano. For what purpose do you seek

recogni tion?"

Savi ano: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. The Regi stration and
Regul ation Conmttee will be cancelled in the norning."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Ryder now noves that the House
stand adjourned until the hour of 10:00 a. m Friday,
allow ng perfunctory tine for the Cerk. Al those in
favor signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair the 'ayes' have it and the House
st ands adj ourned. "

Clerk Rossi: "The House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
I ntroduction of Resolutions. House Resolution 296, offered
by Representative MAuliffe; and House Resolution 299,
of fered by Speaker Madigan are assigned to the Rules
Comm ttee. There being no further Dbusiness, the House

Perfunctory Session stands adjourned.”
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