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Speaker

Past or

Madi gan: "The House shall conme to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. W shall be led in prayer today
by Pastor Edwin Reuter of St. John's Lutheran of Brenen in
Chest er, I111inois. Past or Reuter is the guest of
Representative Dan Reitz. The guests in the gallery may
wish torise and join us for the invocation and the Pl edge
of Allegiance."

Reuter: "M . Speaker, Representatives of the State of
Illinois and all you who are visiting, | greet you in the
name of our God and Creator and | bring you greetings from
t he congregations which | serve, St. John's Lutheran Church
of Brenen. And | serve two others, that's Peace Lutheran
Church in Chester and St. Peter's Lutheran Church, rural
route, Steeleville. Let us pray. Oh, Lord God, Heavenly
Fat her, architect and Creator of all that ever was, is and
will be, we give You thanks that You have made us a part of
Your creation. And in creating us, You have given us
expectations for You and for us, that we mght praise and
glorify You now in word, but also indeed by taking care of
what You have created and by taking care of one another.
In order that we mght fulfill Your expectations of us, OCh
Lord, You have given us various potentials and talents. As
in this case here as we neet, You have given t he
Representatives of the State of Illinois the talent and
ability of |eadership. Be present with them wth the
gui dance of Your spirit, enable them to fulfill the
prom ses they nade as they took office. And as they neet
t oday, enable themto nmake decisions that are filled wth
wi sdom and as they make preparations for further decisions,
continue, Oh Lord, to be with themwth wi sdom that all
the people of this great State of Illinois mght benefit.

These things we ask in Your nane so that through us and the
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t hi ngs we deci de and do, Your nane nmay be glorified now and
forever, Amen."
Speaker Madigan: "W shall be led in the Pl edge of Allegiance by
Representative Hartke."
Hartke - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice

for all."

Speaker Madi gan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record show that we

have no excused absences anong House Denocrats today."

Speaker Madi gan: "M. Poe."

Poe: "M. Speaker, let the record show that all Republicans are
present today."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Cerk, take the record. There being 118
Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call, there is a
gquorum present. M. Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "Conmttee Reports. Representati ve Schoenber g,
Chairperson from the Commttee on Appropriations-CGeneral
Servi ces and Governnent Oversight, to which the follow ng
measures were referred, action taken on April 12, 2000,
reported the sanme back with the following recomendation
"be approved for consideration' a Mdition to Concur with
Senate Anendnent... Senate Amendnents 1 and 2 to House Bill
1534. Representative Gash, Chairperson fromthe Committee
on Judiciary-Il Crimnal Law, to which the followng
measures were referred, action taken on April 12, 2000,
reported the sanme back with the follow ng recomendations:
"be approved for consideration' Mtion to Concur with
Senate Anendnent 1 to House Bill 861, recommends: °'be

adopt ed’ House Amendnent 2 to Senate Bill 1620.
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Representati ve Novak, Chairperson from the conmmttee on
El ectric Uility Deregulation to which the follow ng
measure was referred, action taken on April 12, 2000,
reported the same back with the foll ow ng recommendati on:
'do pass as anended Short Debate' Senate Bill 1653."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Hartke in the Chair."

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Novak, Chai r per son from the
Comm ttee on Environnment and Energy to which the follow ng
measure was referred, action taken on April 12, 2000,
reported the same back with the foll ow ng recommendati on:
"be approved for consideration' Mtion to Concur wth
Senate Anmendnents 1 and 2 to House Bill 3457. Introduction
of Resol uti ons. House Resol uti on 761, offered by
Representative Scully and House Joint Resolution 65,
of fered by Representative Mnique Davis are assigned to the
Rules Commttee. Attention, Menbers, the House Rules
Committee will neet at 12:15 in the Speaker's Conference
Room The Rules Commttee wll neet at 12:15 in the
Speaker's Conference Room"

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Lady from Sanganon,
Representative Klingler. For what reason do you seek
recogni tion?"

Klingler: "Thank you, M. Speaker, a point of personal privilege.
I"d like to acknowl edge in the balcony behind ne, Auburn
H gh School Sophonore's Governnent C ass. There's 15
students up there and their teacher Sandy Jones. 1'd like
to welcone themto the Capitol."

Speaker Hartke: "Welcone to Springfield. The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Sanganon, Representative Poe. For what
reason do you seek recognition?"

Poe: "For announcenment, too and first | want to invite everybody

down to Judy Barr Topinka's office from2:00 to 3:30 for
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Eli's Cheesecake. So, after a while... get down there.
And next, we have lunch ready to serve over in this hallway
and the first 15 mnutes, we're going to let just the
Legislators go through first. And then after that, they'll
be plenty for staff later. But the first 15 mnutes, we
want Legislators only. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Thank you, Representative Poe. Recognize the

Gentl eman from Randol ph, Representative Reitz. For what

reason do you seek recognition?"

Reitz: "Thank you, M. Speaker. 1'd like the House to join ne in
congratulating, | have up in the Speaker's @Gllery, the
G bault Catholic H gh School Bowing Team | have FEric

Frey, Matt Kaestner, Chris Mnterusso, Tim (sic-Jim
Mtchell, Aaron Wodsi de, and coaches Tony Pal ozoll o, Larry
Schal tenbrand and the principal Dan Bruegeman. G bault won
t he hi gh school bow ing chanmpionship and if you're |like ne,
it's only been going on for three years and also, Matt
Kaestner was the individual high school chanpion for the
State of Illinois. So, 1'd like to have the House
congratul ate themon their victory."

Speaker Hartke: "Welcone team and congratul ati ons. Page 3 of the
Cal endar, on Third Reading appears Senate Bill 1444,
Representative Howard. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1444, a Bill for an Act to anmend the
Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act. Third Readi ng of
this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Howard."

Howard: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | ask your consideration for
Senate Bill 1444. There are three parts to the Bill. The
first part creates the Arthur F. Quern | nf ormati on
Technol ogy G ant. This program woul d be adm ni stered by

the Illinois Student Assistance Conmm ssion and woul d
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provi de need-based grants for retraining in information
technology fields to qualified students pursuing additional
certification or a degree. Second part was originally
House Bill 4270, the Elimnate the Digital D vide Act.
This particular part is designed to bridge the gap between
those in our state who have and those who do not have
access to conputer technology and the Internet. M Act has
seven conponents including the developnent of conputer
technol ogy centers and |ocations throughout the state, the
establ i shnment of a bridge-funding programthat would nake
it possi bl e for comunity organizations to purchase
hardware, software, et cetera. The third conponent is the
establishment of a pilot programin three community coll ege
districts across the state that would offer students
courses in conputers and Internet and upon conpletion,
woul d al so offer these students a certificate and access to
reduced-cost hardware and software. Another conponent of
the program would allow MAP eligible students to purchase
conputers with funds adm nistered by the 1llinois Student
Assi st ance Comm ssi on and t wo, anot her conponent
establishes a massive refurbishing program for donated
conputers to be purged and distributed to schools and
communi ty organi zations across the state. You should also
know that a conponent would create and admnister an

e-training programfor teachers. The third part of this

particular Bill has to do with the establishnment of the
Sout hwestern Il linois Teacher's Acadeny for Math, Science
and Technol ogy. At this tinme, 1'd like Representative

Wvetter Younge to explain that programin nore detail."
Speaker Hartke: "Representative Younge."
Younge: "Thank you. Basically, a teacher's acadeny of math and

sci ence woul d be a established at the Parks College site in
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Cahoki a. Al of the local educational community are very
much in favor of this center being established there and
there is a tremendous need for teacher devel opnent, teacher
training and so, this what it is."
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."
Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. Wul d Representative

Howard yield for a question?"

Speaker Hartke: "She will yield."

Bl ack: "Representative, the wunderlying Bill is a very good Bil
and | don't have any problemw th the Amendnents. | guess
my concern is, it's late in the Session, have you had a

chance to talk to the Senate? M fear is they won't concur
in these Arendnents and then you may |ose the underlying
Bill which is a darn good Bill and it's so late in the
Session, 1'd |like some reasonabl e assurance from you that
the Senate will at |east act on these House Amendnents. My
fear is they'll just let it sit, we |leave and we |ose a
pretty good Bill."

Howard: "Well, M. Black, |I'd certainly be concerned about that
as well but, as you know, the Arthur Quern Scholarship is

the programthat was initiated by Senator Dillard so that |

think he is interested in this Bill being successful."
Bl ack: "Ckay, okay, that's fine. So, you... you have sone
reasonabl e assurance that this Bill will continue to nove?"
Howard: "I have talked to himand he said he understood."”

Bl ack: "Good, okay. That's what | wanted to make sure. Thank
you. "

Howard: "Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeki ng recognition, Representative Howard to cl ose.™

Howard: "My colleagues, of course, there are many good prograns
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conpeting for funds in this year 2001 budget but |[|'m
hopeful that as | do, you will think that this program

Speaker

Curry:

Speaker

deserves sone kind of priority. The Governor of our state
has conmitted $1.9 billion to, in the next five years, to
develop and stinulate the growth of technology in this
state. | think we should be no less commtted to
stinmulating the mnds of our children and to retraining our
adults. | urge you to vote 'yes' for this Bill. Thank
you. "

Hartke: "The question 1is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 1444?' Al those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wsh? M. derk, take

the record. On Senate Bill 1444, there were 118 Menbers

voting 'yes', 0 voting '"no', and O voting 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority, is
her eby decl ared passed. Page 9 on Concurrence appears

Senate Bill or House Bill 3082, Representative Reitz. CQut
of the record. Page 9 on Concurrence appears House Bil
3476, Representative Curry. Julie Curry. M. derk, read
the... Representative Curry."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. |  would
ask this Body to concur with Senate Amendnent #1 to House
Bill 3476. This Amendnent is just a technical Anmendnent.
It puts alimt on the anobunt of noney that can be expended

each year for the purpose of building pedestrian crossings.

The limt is $2 nillion. I'"d be happy to answer any
gquestions.™
Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Any di scussi on?

Seeing that no one is seeking recognition, the question is,
"Shall the House concur in Senate Amendnent #1 to House

Bill 3476?" This is final passage. All those in favor
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will signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The
voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? There are still two
people not voting. M. Oerk, take the record. On House
Bill 3476 or on this question, there are 106 Menbers voting
'yes', 12 people voting 'no', and 0 voting 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Cons... and the House does
concur in Senate Anendnent #1 to House Bill 3476. And this
Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, is hereby
decl ared passed. Page 8 on the Order of Non-Concurrence

appears House Bill 730. Representative O Brien."

O Brien: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | seek to nonconcur in Senate

Speaker

Harris:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Amendnents 1 and 2 of House Bill 730 and | woul d request a

Conference Comm ttee Report."

Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House
recede... Shall the House nonconcur with Senate Anmendnents

#1 and 2 to House Bill 730?" Al those in favor, signify

by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The wvoting is
open. Have all voted who wi sh? Take the record. On this
guestion, there are 106 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no', and O voting 'present'. And the House nonconcurs in

House Bill 730 in Senate Amendnents #1 and 2. And a
Conference Conmttee Report has been requested. Recognize

the Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Harris."

"Speaker, I'd like to be recorded as 'yes' on that
particular Bill, please."

Hartke: "The record wll so reflect. Representative
Bl ack. "

"Yeah, M. Speaker, an inquiry of the Chair."
Hartke: "State your inquiry."

"Just so | know what we're gonna do the rest of the day.
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| don't renenber having a roll call vote on a Mdtion to
Nonconcur. Are we gonna do that from now on?"
Speaker Hartke: "No, | was in error, we could have done it by a
voi ce vote."
Black: "M. Speaker, you're never in error. There m ght have

been a systemglitch but I've never known vyou to be in

error, but just..."

Speaker Hartke: "W'Ill do it on a voice vote."
Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch."
Speaker Hartke: "Page 8 on Non-Concurrence appears House Bil

2980, Representative Mautino."
Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. [ move to nonconcur on Senate Anendnents 1, 2 and

5. The board is incorrect and |1'd ask that the derk

change that. There's been a Concurrence Mdtion filed on
#4."

Speaker Hartke: "Excuse ne, you w sh to concur?"

Mauti no: " Excuse nme?"

Speaker Hartke: "Do you wi sh to concur or nonconcur?"

Mautino: "I amnonconcurring in Senate Amendnents #1, 2, and 5.

A Mtion has been filed in witing on those and there's a
separate Mdtion to Concur in Senate Amendnent #4, which
believe has to go to conmttee. The board's correct.
Thank you, Sir."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House nonconcur in
Senate Amendnents 1, 2, and 5?° All those in favor signify
by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the
Chair, the 'ayes' have it and the House does nonconcur in
Senate  Amendnents 1, 2, and 5. M. derk, for an
announcenent . "

Clerk Bolin: "Supplenental Calendar #1 is being distributed."”

Speaker Hartke: "Page 9 on the Calendar, on Concurrence appears
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House Bill 3082, Representative Reitz."

Reitz: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 3082 deals with
haul i ng anhydrous ammonia. As you recall, when we had the
Bill initially, it makes it a felony for the theft of

anhydrous ammonia if it's not in an approved container.
All the Senate Amendnent has done is nmake sure that
previ ously approved containers are included within this so
that we don't take a chance of anyone having an ol der
container and still be... having to take a chance of having
a felony charge. As |I'd said earlier, our intent is to
make sure that we crack down on net hanphetam ne and crack
| abs, and the |aw enforcenent community, and Farm Bureau,
and Fertilizer Council have all worked together in concert
on this legislation to nake sure that we can try to take
one of these precursors off the market. And |I'd appreciate
your support."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House
concur in Senate Anendnent #2 to House Bill 30827 Al
those... This is final passage. Al those in favor wll
vote 'vyes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.

Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who w sh? On this question, there were 118
Menbers voting 'yes', O wvoting 'no', and 0 wvoting
'present’ . And t he House does concur in Senate Anendnent

#2 to House Bill 3082. And this question, having received
a Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. M.
Cl erk, for announcenent.”

Clerk Bolin: "Attention Menbers, the Rules Commttee wll neet
imrediately in the Speaker's Conference Room The Rules
Commttee will neet immediately in the Speaker's Conference

Room "

10
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Speaker Hartke: "Page 5 on Second Reading on the Cal endar,

appears Senate Bill 1046, Representative Mtchell. Bil
Mtchell. Qut of the record. Page 6 on the Calendar on
Second Reading, appears Senate Bill 1647, Representative

McAuliffe. Qut of the record. Page 3 on the Calendar on

Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 23, Representative
Turner."
Turner, J.: "Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 23, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Public Utilities Act. Third Reading of this Senate Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Turner."

Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Representative O Brien
yesterday, presented Senate Anmendnent or excuse ne, Floor
Amendnent #4 to Senate Bill 23 which became the Bill and
she certainly described what it does, but just to recap on
the major provisions. It provides for a ranp down of
assessnments of nuclear power plants... assessnents of
nucl ear power plants reduced over a six-year period from
their current value to fair market value. It also provides
for a ranp up by placing limtation on increases or
decreases in assessed value of fossil fuel plants and it

provi des for an expedited process of assessnent and appeal.

And Dbefore t aki ng gquesti ons, I'd i ke to t hank
Representative OBrien for all of her hard work on this
Bill and Representative Vince Persico and | know there are
many others who worked on it very hard as well. [1'd be

happy to answer any questions."

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Lady from G undy,
Representative O Brien."

O Brien: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Centl enen of the

House. To the Bill. | want to nmake it very clear to ny

11
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col | eagues, especially those on the Denocratic side of the
aisle who did vote with nme last spring on an Anendnent t hat
was much nore controversial than this one. | want to make
everyone very clear that this Bill does not provide for any
State General Revenue Funds to be used to subsidize any
taxing district inthis state. It nerely provides for the
ranp down and the ranp up of fossil fuel plants and nucl ear
generating facilities and has a streanline process for the
Property Tax Appeal Board for those appeals filed by the
utility conpany or filed in regards to the reduction and
assessnment. It streamines that process to save tinme and
noney on both the taxing districts' behest and the
utilities. That's all this Bill does."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
CGent|l eman from DuPage, Representative Persico."

Persico: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Persico: "Representative, | knowit's quite loud in here today,
but I want everybody in this chanber to listen to this
guesti on. Representative, 1is there any fundi ng nechani sm
inthis Bill as it stands now?"

Turner, J.: "No, there is no funding nmechanism of any kind
what soever in the Bill."

Persico: "So, in other words, it only deals with the ranp down of
the nuclear power plants, the ranp up of the coal fired
pl ant in an expedited appeal s process. s that correct,
Represent ati ve?"

Turner, J.: "That is 100% correct, Representative."

Persico: "Ckay, thank you. To the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Persico: "The Represent ati ves have wor ked very hard in

negotiating this Bill wth the taxing bodies, and the

12
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utilities, and all other interested parties. And it's our
hope that we send it over to the Senate as is and,
hopefully, the Senate then can still find time to find sone
nmoney in the budget in order to really do what we have to
do for Senate Bill 23. But right now, there is absolutely
no funding nmechanismor funds in this Senate Bill 23 and |
woul d ask your support.™
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Kankakee, Representative Novak."
Novak: "Yes, M. Speaker, will the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."
Novak: "M . Turner, | know, | believe you have a nucl ear power
plant in your district, John?"

Turner, J.: "Yes."

Novak: "Ckay, that's the Cinton... the dinton plant?"

Turner, J.: "It's DeWtt County, yes, in Cinton."
Novak: "Right, okay. | was the original Sponsor of this Bill in
the House and worked on the task force to put this... put

this | anguage together so we could provide sone type of
certainty to the affected taxing bodies as a result of the
econom ¢ consequences of the historic deregulation |aw
And as the former speakers indicated, there is not a cent
of state noney. | hope everyone pays attention to all the
speakers here. There's not a cent of state noney nor is
there a nechanismto provide for a cent of state noney to
subsi dize these affected taxing bodies over and above what
they received fromthe General State Aid Fornula and from
the State Education Budget. What it does right now, is it
provi des a good degree of certainty to the assessors in
those areas that have the power plants, whether it's a
fossil fuel plant or a nuclear power plant. There's been a

| ot of controversy, there's been a lot of Ilaw suits,

13
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l[itigation. This would elimnate that and it al so provides
a certain degree of certainty to the utilities, as well.
They know... they realize that from year to year during
this ranp up period, as far as the valuation is concerned,
they know that there will be a certain anount of assessnent
increases as well as a certain amount of val uation
decr eases. So, | think it's a good neasure here that we
proceed with this and send it back to the Senate so the
Senat e can concur in this Bill. Thank you,
Representative."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Parke: "Representative, it's been alluded that this |egislation
won't cost the state any noney, but it's gotta cost
sonebody noney. 1'd like to know, how does this affect ny
subur ban taxi ng bodi es and ny suburban taxpayers?"

Turner, J.: "Do you have a nuclear power plant or..."

Parke: "W do not."

Turner, J.: "... or any other power plant? | don't want to
answer anything incorrectly, but it is ny opinion, if you
don't, it doesn't affect you."

Parke: "But won't ny taxing groups have to cone up wth tax
revenue that'll offset your... the inpact of this Bill?

Wn't you have to get the noney fromthe rest of the State

of Illinois to offset this cost?"
Turner, J.: "Well, as you know, Representative, we... severa
Menbers have tried to get noney put into the Bill either

from the state or fromsone other source, but right now,
there's nothing in there so there's nothing to offset. So,

| don't see how as it currently is witten can cost you

14
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anyt hi ng. "

Par ke: "Thank vyou. To the Bill. | have sone very serious
concerns. | think you should take a good hard I|ook at

this. It is ny hunble opinion that this will cost the rest
of the state noney that wIll either cone fromproperty
taxes or fromreduction in their tax revenue. | understand
that the Sponsor and others have worked very hard to cone
up with a conclusion on this. It doesn't |ook |ike they
were able to get it. So now, they're com ng back to us and
asking for it. So, |I think it'll have an adverse affect on
other parts of the state and | nmust... | wll regretly
(sic-regretfully) vote "no' onit."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Lake, Representative Osnond."

Gsnond: " Thank you, M. Speaker. Just to the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Gsnond: "1 think this is a result of the task force many, nmany
hours of negotiation. VWhile | woul d have preferred that
there should be funding in here, I wi sh that our Body would

have taken a Il ook at funding it to conplete the obligation
that | think it accepted when it passed the Deregul ation
Bill that affected, positively, all of your districts. I
am going to support the legislation because | think that it
does have a potential of helping alleviate |arge swngs in
property tax revenues in ny district and those other
districts that have the nuclear plants init. So, |I would
urge your support of this Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
CGent | eman from Chanpai gn, Representative Johnson.™

Johnson, Tim "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
This Bill is absolutely critical to the... | think you

could alnost argue the econom c survival of units of | ocal
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government in sel ected geographical areas around the state.
It's fair, it provides a reasonable nechanism to shield
agai nst sone of the effects of electrical deregulation and
the effects on school districts, townships, units of |oca
governnent that flow fromthat. This is a Bill that has
been held for sone tinme while negotiations have continued
and | really believe and commend Representative Turner,
O Brien, Novak, Persico, and OGsnond and others who have
devoted thenselves to this issue. There's another el enent
whi ch we continue to work on but | think this is a critical
first step and one that absolutely needs to be passed. I
urge a 'yes' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Lady from Cook, Representative Hanos."

Hanos: "WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Hanos: "Representative Turner, if this doesn't get a funding
mechanism in the Senate, then howw !l this Bill help the
| ocal taxing districts, especially school s?"

Turner, J.: "Representative, | probably should have nade it
clearer in ny opening remarks is that, if it does not have
a fundi ng nechanism there is an agreenent as | understand
it that the Senate Sponsor will not call it. So, if we
pass it out of the House and it goes to the Senate and
there is no funding nechanism it won't be called. And
right now, as | understand it, there is no funding
mechani sm of any kind."

Hanos: "Well... | mean, you're saying that the only way that this
Bill will be effective is if it gets a state subsidy
included with it?"

Turner, J.: "Wuld you repeat that? [|I'mnot sure | understood

your question."
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Hanos:

Tur ner,

Tur ner,

"The only way that this Bill will nake any sense, will be

effective, or even wll get calledis if it gets a state

subsi dy?"
J.: "Well, now, | think that goes a little far. It still
makes sense and it still has sone substance in it because

it has the ranp down and the ranp up. The ranp down, the
ranp up in ny estimation, could benefit certain areas. I
suppose you could argue as well that there could be a
detrinent in certain areas, but the ranp down and ranp up
would still be law if it were passed w thout a funding
mechani smand so to say that it does absolutely nothing
woul d not be a correct statenent.”

"But you just... | thought you just said in response to ny
first question that this Bill won't even be called unless
it gets a funding streamthat supports it?"

J.: "That's what 1've been told, yes. I mean. . .
Representative, as you know, once we pass sonething over to
the other chanber, it's out of our hands and | can't tell
you unequi vocal ly, absolutely, 100%that it won't be called
because | really won't have any say about it. But the
under standing between the two chanbers and the persons who
have worked the hardest on this, is that it won't be called

w thout some funding and there is no funding at this

juncture.”
" Ckay. Now, | did sone investigating of this Bill |ast
fall and learned that this, in fact, wll help school

districts that have been anong the wealthiest school
districts in Illinois, that have the smallest tax rates.
VWhat will be the... for exanple, Seneca Township, a high
school district, had a $13 thousand per student spending
| evel and was paying only a tax rate of 1.41. What does

this Bill do for a wealthy school district |ike Seneca?"
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Turner, J.: "l don't know the answer to that question."

Hanos: "Does anybody know the answer to that?"

Turner, J.: "I would answer it if I could, Representative. |
sinply don't know the answer . I don't know if

Representative O Brien or Representative Persico or Novak
coul d give you an adequate response to that question.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative O Brien, would you know how to
answer that question?"

Hanos: "The question is, what will this Bill do for one of our
weal t hi est school districts, Seneca, which had a per
student |evel that was well above the state average but had
a tax rate that was well below the state average? "

Speaker Hartke: "Representative O Brien."

OBrien: "It would... even if there was funding in the first five
years, the Seneca School District would receive zero in
state funding because there is a nechanism that was
proposed earlier in an Arendnent that was adopted that...
and that would be part of any funding nechanismthat would
require taxing districts to do several things, including
spendi ng down of reserves and findi ng sone other additional
sources of funding. So, even if there were state dollars
available in the first five years, Seneca and Brai dwood,
and | believe there are a few other school districts would
receive zero in additional state funds."

Hanos: "Okay, thank you. M. Turner, one additional question.
Last Friday there was a Bill, Senate Bill... or a House
Bill 747 that, in fact, would have done for Cook County the
same kind of thing you're trying to do for these schoo
districts, which is to lend sone certainty in assessnents,
and this is as a result of the PTABrulings. |If you
remenber, we had a |l engthy conversation about that Bil

last Friday and | noticed that you and two of the others,
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Tur ner,
Hanos:

Tur ner,

Tur ner,

at least three of those five cosponsors voted against that.
And it was only going to affect, really, the taxing
districts in Cook County, ny county. So, |'mwondering..
that was, to ne, sort of, the worst kind of regionalism
l'"'m wondering what you can do to convince ne, as being
outside of these school districts that you're talking
about, or these taxing districts, why we should support
this, when we didn't get a simlar kind of support on
behalf of Cook County? You know, | think it's good to
think statewide and | probably wll support this Bil
because we shoul d be caring about children statew de, but |
didn't see that sane kind of consideration fromyou or
really, some of the other cosponsors that was really going
to just help Cook County taxpayers and Cook County
children.™

J.: "I"'msorry, was that a question?"

"Yes, it was."

J.: "Ckay, your questionis, "Wat can | do to convince
you to vote for this?'"

"I mean, you didn't support the Cook County piece |ast
week. \What can you tell us? Wiy should we, who don't

really care about this in terns of our own districts, why

shoul d we be supporting Senate Bill 23 on behalf of your
district?"
J.: "Well, Representative, | don't know if you're being

facetious or not, but | guess that iif you're wanting to
know why you would support it is because there are school
districts that are going to be affected in a very traumatic
fashi on because of the deval uation of nuclear power plants
and their tax base wll just be obliterated, thereby
putting a terrible burden, obviously, on the school

districts as well as the other |ocal governnmental units.
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And so, in the interests of children and in education in..
to help out the districts that have... that are going to be
taking this hit, that would be one reason, | guess, Yyou
could vote for it. | also failed to say that it doesn't
affect Cook County, this particular Bill. Senate Bill 23
specifically exenmpts Cook County, so it won't have any
af fect on anyone who lives in Cook County. And finally, as
|"ve already indicated to you, there's no funding in this
Bill, at least at this juncture. Although, |I don't want to
m srepresent to anyone in here, we want funding for the
Bill. That was the original idea, was to get funding for
the Bill. At this juncture, however, we just haven't been
successful in doing so. And if that doesn't convince you,
then | guess I'll just have to give up. | did want to al so
say wth regard to the Bill that you said | voted agai nst.
| read ny analysis carefully and it indicated that there
was a tax increase, that's what ny analysis said, in the
Bill that I voted 'no' on. And wth the idea that we would
be foisting a tax increase upon sone of your constituents
that was the reason | took the position of voting in a
negati ve fashion."

Hanos: "Well, | am.. To the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Hanos: "I'mgoing to vote 'yes' for this Bill and | would
encourage other people to vote 'yes' as well because,
really, we should be taking a statewi de approach to
disparities and to the differences anong our school
districts. | do want to point out that this Bill also has
a tax increase. Representative Turner is not exactly
correct in that because to the extent that these districts
wll get sonme nore state subsidies, they are also being

required to increase, with a referendum their tax rates if
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they are not able to support their schools in the manner in
which they had becone accustoned, really, with the wealth
of these nucl ear power plants. | do think that 747 from
last Friday, it's inportant to nake these connections, |
bel i eve, because 747 woul d not have affected anyone in this
chanber who voted 'no' except those in Cook County. And we
needed that Bill for the sanme kind of certainty in
assessnents and for the health of school districts in Cook
County in the sane way that the people fromthis district
are asking for our help. And to the extent that we need to
resol ve sone of these problens on a statew de basis, and |
believe we do, we ought to be supporting the school
children fromthis district as well. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from DuPage, Representative Cow i shaw. "

Cow i shaw. " Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker, Ladies and
Gentlenmen of the... WIIl the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Cow i shaw. "Representative Turner, is there anything whatsoever
in this Bill, in its present form that has to do with
' peaker power' plants?"

Turner, J.: "No, Representative."

Cowl i shaw. "You are sure of that?"

Turner, J.: "Yes."

Cow i shaw. "Thank you for your answer. To the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Cow i shaw. "M . Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House, |
know that we are very near the end of this Session and
therefore there are a nunber of issues that we nay not have
had the tinme to deal with previously that do need to be
addr essed. And many of wus are trying to do what we can

here at the eleventh hour to see to it that we produce
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answers to the questions that have been raised to us by our
own constituents and people throughout the state. However,
what was going to happen in school districts and other
units of local government that contain a nuclear power
pl ant when the deregul ation provisions began was, | hope,
conspi cuously obvious to all of us. Most of all, however,
it just seens to nme that we have a tendency here to pass
t hings that have no funding source and therefore to raise
expectations anong our citizens and our units of |ocal
governnent that we are not able to fulfill. I think that
is a very serious mstake and although this is the eleventh
hour and, perhaps, if we had nore tine, we could have found
a funding source. Right now, there is not a funding
source. And to vote for sonething for which we have no

funding source, we have no way to pay for this, and yet we

pass this to raise those expectations that wll not be

fulfilled. | do not believe that that is good public

policy. | stand in opposition to this Bill. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Lady from Cook, Representative Milligan."

Mul I'i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Sponsor will yield."

Mul I'i gan: "Representative, when this Bill first came up |ast
fall, I had a discussion with sone Menbers about the fact
that it mght set a precedent. As you know, ny district
abuts O Hare Airport and the benefits of that airport to
the state and to the general area that we serve are great.
The detrinment to sone of the honeowners around there in
pollution, traffic, noise is great and in discussing
solutions for that, there has been a discussion of getting
a property tax reduction for honeowners that live within a

certain radius of the airport. Don't you think a Bill like
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Tur ner,

this sets a precedent for ny conmunity to conme back and
seek additional funding or additional help if we can reduce
assessnments on | ocal hones because they abut the airport?”

J.: "Representative, | wouldn't go so far as to say it
sets a precedent for exactly what you're tal king about,
al though I think you could certainly argue that there are
sonme parallels. | do think that the education question
that this Bill concerns probably makes it a little bit
different than the airport. But as | recall, we did vote
on a Bill in this House two or three years ago to give sone
tax relief to those who live by O Hare Airport. | know it
passed t hrough the House because it failed on its first try
through and | had voted 'no' and did a Mdotion to Reconsider
and on the reconsideration, it did pass the House and |

don't know what happened when it went over to the Senate."

Mul ligan: "It did not becone law. And the other... the inportant

Tur ner,

i ssue though is in our area, the mgjority of school funding
does cone from property taxes. So, if we were to
significantly reduce honeowners' property taxes as a
concession to the problens they have with the airport, it
woul d highly inpact the education of our area. So, | do
feel, and from sonme of the people that |'ve asked, that
this Bill would set a precedent for sonmething such as this.
| mean, I... and if it were, |I'd gladly support it because
| certainly would conme back seeking that for nmy area."”

J.: "Well, Representative you raise a good point again,
but renmenber that it was the massive deregulation Bill that
we passed, and we needed to do that obviously, which caused
at least to sone extent if not totally, the devaluation of
nucl ear power plants. So, the dereg Bill that we pass as a
Ceneral Assenbly and made law in the State of Illinois to a

| arge degree caused the problens that we're trying to
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address in Senate Bill 23. So, again, the fact that
certain legislation that was passed through the CGeneral

Assenbly that becane lawis a part of this overall equation

makes it a bit different than the exanple you sight.

Al though, [I'm not saying that your exanple does not have
merit."

Mul ligan: "I would also draw... Thank you for answering the
questions, but | would also draw correlation to the fact

that the CGeneral Assenbly's lack of ability to address
ei t her funding for environnental studies or for the
Governor or past Governor to sign a Bill that would allow
the kind of property tax relief or sonme concession for
soundproofing would al so be a detrinent to ny area that is
caused either by the lack of legislation or by the |ack of

addressing a situation that the GCeneral Assenbly has

all owed to exist. So, | would think it would set a
pr ecedent for ny community which | wll certainly
investigate if this Bill were to be successful.”

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeki ng recognition, Representative OBrien to close."

O Brien: "Thank you, M. Speaker, and thank you, Sponsor Turner,
for giving ne the opportunity to close. As all of vyou
know, this Bill has been around the block |I think at |east
six or seven tinmes. Everybody here pretty nuch understands
why we're here with this Bill and that's because
deregulation has created a trenendous inpact for taxing
districts that have either a fossil fuel or a nuclear
generating facility. They are a little bit different than
other types of facilities, especially, nuclear power plants
whi ch no one wants to buy and no one wants near their hone
or near anything else for that matter. But, unfortunately,

we have them and there have been benefits, there are
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downsides. We will live with those downsi des forever. e
are trying to transition into a fair nmarket econony.
That's what this Bill does. It doesn't put any additional
state tax dollars into the hands of any taxing districts
and it does provide for a sinplified and streanlined
process for property tax appeals. | would just ask each of
my coll eagues to cast an 'aye' vote. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass Senate
Bill 23?" Al those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'

t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this question,
there were 70 Menbers voting 'yes', 46 Menbers voting 'no'
2 Menbers voting 'present'. And this Bill, having received
a Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. M.
Clerk, Rules... Rules Report."

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Currie, Chai r per son from the
Committee on Rules to which the follow ng neasures were
referred, action taken on April 12, 2000, reported the sane
back with the follow ng recormendation: 'to the Floor for
consideration', House Resolution 671; to the Oder of
Concurrence, Senate Bill 355; approved for consideration,
Motion to Concur wth Senate Amendnent #1 on House Bill
2991; Modtion to Concur with Senate Anendnments 1 and 2 to
House Bill 3093; and a Mtion to Concur wth Senate
Amendnent #1 to House Bill 4045 have been approved for
consi deration.”

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Representative Currie,
t he Lady from Cook."

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. A Mtion to suspend posti ng
requi renents on sone Resol utions. House Resolution 687 and

Senate Joint Resolution 25 to be heard in the Commttee on
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Envi ronnment and Energy; House Resolution 728 in Higher
Education; House Resolution 754 in Human Services; House
Resol ution 699 in Labor and Commrerce; House Resolution 460
and House Resolution 513 in Transportation, and | believe
that's the extent of ny Mdtion."

Speaker Hartke: "You heard the Lady's Mdtion. Al those in favor
signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of
the Chair, the 'ayes' have it and the Mdttion is granted.
The Chair recognizes the Lady fromWII... excuse ne, Cook,
Representative Crotty."

Crotty: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise on a point of personal
privilege. A point of personal privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Crotty: "Yes, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House, | ask that you
wel cone, from OGak Forest, over the podiumhere we have the
Kerkstra School <choral group, who entertained in the
rotunda today and also, comng into the chanber, we have
the Kerkstra M ddl e School from Cak Forest band, who also
ent ert ai ned. So, if you'dlike to welcone themwth ne,
|'d appreciate it."

Speaker Hartke: "Welcone to Springfield. The Chair recognizes
the Lady... the Gentleman from Jefferson, M. Jones."

Jones, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. |If |I mght have the Body's
attention for just a nonent."

Speaker Hartke: "Yes."

Jones, J.: "I think it'd be appropriate that if... that we thank
Representative Raynmond Poe and his wife, Carol, and his
entire staff for the wonderful |[unch we had today. Let's
give hima big round of appl ause.”

Speaker Hart ke: "Thank you very nuch, Representative Poe.
Suppl enental Cal endar #1 appears House Bill 1534, on

concurrence, on Senate Anendment #1 and 2 and Mtion #2.
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Ryder :

Speaker

Hanni g:

Speaker

Representati ve Ryder."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | would nove to concur in Senate
Amendnents 1 and 2 to this House Bill. This is a
suppl enental appropriation. Senate Anendnent #1 added sone
itens that are immaterial because Senate Amendnent #2
del etes everything and becones the Bill. This is a
suppl enental appropriation that adds 698,187,000 to the
spending for Fiscal Year 2000, of which 325,483,000 is
Ceneral Revenue Funds. And the remaining 372,704,000 is
for transfers, other funds, and spending authorities. It
includes itens for the Court of Cains, the Departnments of
Veterans' Affairs, the Departnent of Children and Famly

Servi ces, Departnents of Human Services, |Insurance, Public

Aid and nunerous other departnents. | would be glad to
answer questions or provide nore detail according to the
desire of the Body. | would nove that we concur in Senate

Amendnents 1 and 2."
Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Macoupi n, Representative Hannig."

"Yes, thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
rise to support the Gentleman's Mdtion. W worked with the
Governor's Ofice and the Bureau of the Budget. This is a
request fromthe executive branch. | know we're getting
close to wapping up our work here in Springfield, but
clearly the executive branch asked us if we could pass this
appropriation Bill as quickly as possible. They fear if we
lingered too long that there could be sone cases where the
state would sinply begin to run out of noney. So, it is
i nperative that we pass this provision today, and 1I'd
sinply ask for a 'yes' vote."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Further discussion? Seeing

that no one is seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shal
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the House concur in Senate Anmendnent #1 and 2 to Senate
Bill 1534?" This is final passage. All those in favor
will signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The
voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who
W sh? Representative Reitz. M. Cerk, take the record.

On this question, there are 116 Menbers voting 'yes', 1

person voting 'no', and the House does concur with Senate

Amendnents 1 and 2 to Senate Bill 1534. And this Bill,
havi ng received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby
decl ared passed. Excuse ne, that was House Bill 1534. M.

Clerk, for announcenent. Supplenental Calendar #1 is House
Resol ution 471, Representative Durkin. 671, Representative
Dur ki n. "

Durkin: "Thank you, M. Speaker. |I'mnot quite sure this is on
the floor, but this is a 'Cystic Fibrosis Casino Fling
Day'. | want to make that perfectly clear. Some peopl e
may t hi nk otherwwse but this is a very worthwhile

organi zation. A friend of mne, Bart Mirphy's son suffers

sone cystic fibrosis. For the past two years, he has a
casino night at Navy Pier and | encourage all to go to
that, it's a very worthwhile event. They raised over a

$100, 000 | ast year and we want to do it again this year,
and | ask that the House adopt this Resolution.”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House
adopt House Resolution 671?" Al those in favor, signify
by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the
Chair, the 'ayes' have it and the Resolution is adopted.
M. Cderk, for an announcenent.”

Clerk Bolin: "A Commttee Schedule is being distributed for this

afternoon. At 3:00 p.m, the following commttees wll
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meet: the Agriculture and Conservation Commttee will neet
in Room D-1; the Environment and Energy Conmttee wll neet
in Room 118; the H gher Education Commttee will neet in
Room C-1; the Revenue Conmittee will neet in Room 114. At
3:30 p.m, this afternoon, the Human Services Conmttee
will neet in RoomD-1; the Labor and Comerce Conmttee
will neet in G1; the State Governnent Commttee wll neet
in Room 118; and the Transportation and Mdtor Vehicles
Commttee will nmeet in Room 114."

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Cook,
Represent ati ve Schoenberg. For what reason do you seek
recogni tion?"

Schoenberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Please let the record

reflect that | wish to concur with Senate Anendnents 1 and

2 on House Bill 1654. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The record wll so reflect your wishes. The
Chair recognizes the Lady from Kane, Representati ve
Li ndner. "

Li ndner: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Republicans woul d request

a caucus i medi ately upon adj our nnent.”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Lopez. Representative Lopez.
Edgar Lopez."

Lopez: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Denocrats wll caucus in
Room 114 upon adj ournnent, thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Lang noves now that the House
stand adjourned until the hour of 11:00 a.m on April 13th,
allowi ng perfunctory tine for the derk. All  those in
favor, signify by saying 'aye'; opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it and the House does
stand adjourned 'til the hour of 11:00 a.m tonorrow. "

Clerk Rossi: "House Perfunctory Session wll cone to order

House Bill's or Senate Bills-Second Reading to be held on
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the Order of Senate Bills-Second Reading. Senate Bill 334,

a Bill for an Act regarding electricity excise taxes.
Second Reading of this Senate Bill. Senate Bill 1440, a
Bill for an Act to create the Local Governnent Taxpayers

Bill of R ghts Act. Second Reading of this Senate Bill

Senate Bill 1899, a Bill for an Act concerning electric
utility taxes. Second Reading of this Senate Bill. Senate
Bill 1653, a Bill for an Act anending the Public Uilities
Act . Second Reading of this Senate Bill. Comm ttee
Reports. Representative Currie, Chairperson from the

Committee on Rules, to which the followng neasures were
referred, action taken on April 12, 2000, reported the sane
back wth the follow ng recormmendations: 'reassign to the
Cal endar Order of Resolutions' House Joint Resolution 32
and House Resol uti on 719. Representati ve Novak,
Chai rperson fromthe Commttee on Environnment and Energy,
to which the foll ow ng neasures were referred, action taken
on April 12, 2000, reported the sane back wth the
foll ow ng recommendati on: 'be adopted' House Resol ution 687
and Senate Joint Resolution #25. Representative Erw n,
Chairperson fromthe Commttee on H gher Education, to
whi ch the follow ng neasures were referred, action taken on
April 12, 2000, reported the sane back with the foll ow ng
recomendations: 'be adopted House Resol ution 728.
Representative Feigenholtz, Chairperson from Comrittee on
Human Services, to which the follow ng measure  was
referred, action taken on April 12, 2000, reported the sane
back wth the follow ng recommendation: 'be adopted' House
Resol ution 754. Representative Stroger, Chairperson from
the Conmmttee on Labor and Commerce, to which the follow ng
measures were referred, action taken on April 12, 2000,

reported the sanme back with the following recomendation
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'be adopted’ House Resolution 699. Representative Pugh,
Chairperson fromthe Commttee on Revenue, to which the
followng neasure was referred, action taken on April 12,
2000, reported the same back W th t he foll ow ng
recomendation: 'be approved for consideration' a Mtion to
Concur wth Senate Amendnent #1 to House Bill 4431.
Representative Kenner, Chairperson fromthe Commttee on
State Governnent, to which the followng neasures were
referred, action taken on April 12, 2000, reported the sane
back with the follow ng reconmendati ons: 'be adopted' House
Resol ution 584. Represent ati ve Hof f man, Chairperson from
the Conmttee on Transportation, to which the follow ng
measures were referred, action taken on April 12, 2000,
reported the sanme back with the following recomendation
'be adopted' House Resol ution 416 and House Resol ution 513.
There being no further Dbusiness, the House Perfunctory

Sessi on now st ands adj ourned. "
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