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Speaker

Past or

Brunsvol d: "The House wll conme to order. Al
unaut hori zed personnel should retire from the chanber.
Menbers should be in their chairs. W shall be led in the
prayer today, by Pastor Mles Knutson wth the Famly
Christian Center in Colunbia. Pastor Knutson is the guest
of Representative Reitz. (Cuests in the gallery may wish to
rise and join wus in the invocation and the Pledge of
Al | egi ance. Pastor."

Knutson: "Let's pray together. Lord, | thank You for the
privilege and the opportunity to conme and share in this
great institution of governnent in a tinme of prayer. You
know that | cone to You daily, call on Your holy nanme and
speak to You in prayer. But this is a privilege of great
opportunity and | thank You for it. | thank You for those
who are here today, Father, that don't know You the way |
do or understand You in the sanme fashion | do. |'m
t hankful that they're here and for the humlity that and
ki ndness and goodness that they've shown in allowing ne to
cone and share in this tine of prayer with them | pray
Your blessings on them | also thank You for those who are
here that do believe in the sane fashion | do and in the

Lord, Jesus Christ and Hs |life and death and resurrection

and ascension and believing that unto salvation. | thank
You for those who journey in that faith and | pray Your
blessings on them as well. Now, Lord, we consider the

answer that Jesus gave to sone in governnent in H's day,
when he was asked about taxation. Hi s response to them
was, 'Render to Caesar what is Caesar's and give to Cod
what belongs to God.' Havi ng made that distinction, we
pray Father, that You wll allow these nen and wonen in
this House to have the wi sdomto understand what bel ongs to

God, to render to God what is H's, and further, to
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understand what their responsibility in governnent is and
have the strength and wherewith and in w sdomto acconplish
that, as well. Now, Lord, we pray that You will give them
the fortitude to live up to their convictions the strength
and w sdom to acconplish the ends that they have been
intrusted to by the people of this great state. In closing
Fat her, we want to renmenber Jean Sinon. She's a woman of
great leadership in Legislature of this state and we pray
that You wll bless the famlies as they nourn her death.
W pray that in sone fashion they will experience Your
cl oseness and nearness, they will discover sonething new
and fresh about Your |ove and nercy, about Your grace and
Your goodness. W pray Father, that You wIll raise up
young | eaders to take the place of these who have | eft such
a large void in their leaving us and | pray that those who
cone after wll leave the |legacy that she has Ileft. e
pray all these things over these in this House. |In Jesus
nane. Anmen."

Speaker Brunsvold: "To be led in t he pl edge t oday by
Represent ati ve Bugi el ski."

Bugielski - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
for all."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Roll Call for Attendance M. Cerk. M.
Lang. "

Lang: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Denocrats who are excused today
are Representatives Gash, Hartke, Barbara Currie, Stroger
and Brosnahan. Gash, Hartke and Currie wll probably be
here in alittle while."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Thank you, M. Lang. M. Tenhouse. M. Poe

for the Republicans.”
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Poe: "W look alike. M. Speaker, Ilet the record show that
Representative Brent Hassert is the only excused absence,
t oday. "

Speaker Brunsvold: "Take the record M. Cerk. One hundred and
el even answeri ng the Roll Call, we have a quorum
Comm ttee Reports.”

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Schoenberg, Chairperson from the
Commi ttee on Appropriations-General Services and Gover nnent
Over si ght, to which the following neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on February 23, 2000, reported the
sane back with the follow ng recommendation/s: 'do pass as
anended Short Debate' House Bill 4436; 'do pass as anended
Standard Debate' House Bill House Bill 4163, House Bil
4504, House Bill 4507, and House Bill 4509; 'do pass
Standard Debate' House Bill 4114; 'do pass Short Debate'
House Bill 3250, House Bill 3251, and House Bill 4500.
Representati ve Charl es Mor r ow, Chai rperson from the
Comm ttee on Appropriations-Public Safety, to which the
followng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on

February 23, 2000, reported the sane back wth t he

follow ng recomendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' House
Bill 3550, House Bill 4373, House Bill 4379, House Bil

4381, House Bill 4382, House Bill 4385, House Bill 4387,
House Bill 4388, House Bill 4399, House Bill 4400, House
Bill 4402, House Bill 4545, House Bill 4546, House Bil

4547, House Bill 4549, House Bill 4550, House Bill 4554,
House Bill 4555, and House Bill 4556; 'do pass Standard

Debate' House Bill 4634; 'do pass as anended Short Debate’
House Bill 4538 and House Bill 4568. Representative Steve
Davis, Chairperson from the Commttee on Constitutional
O ficers, to which the followng neasure/s was/were

referred, action taken on February 23, 2000, reported the
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sane back with the foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'be adopted
House Resol uti on 561. Representati ve M ke Sm th,
Chai rperson from the Comm ttee on Agricul ture and
Conservation, to which the follow ng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on February 22, 2000, reported the
sane back with the foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'be adopted
Fl oor Amendnent #1 to House Bill 2992. Representative
Bol and, Chairperson fromthe Committee on Elections and
Canpaign Reform to which the follow ng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on February 22, 2000, reported the
sane back with the foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'be adopted
Fl oor Amendnent #1 to House Bill 3404. Representative
Wbol ard, Chairperson fromthe Commttee on Elenentary and
Secondary Education, to which the following neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on February 22, 2000,
reported the same back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:
'be adopted' Floor Amendnent #1 to House Bill 3402 and
Fl oor Amendnent #1 to House Bill 3840. Representative Sara
Fei genholtz, Chairperson from the Conmttee on Human
Servi ces, to which the followng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on February 22, 2000, reported the
sane back with the foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'be adopted
Fl oor Amendnent #2 to House Bill 2962 and Fl oor Amendnents
1 and 2 to House Bill 4021. Representative Lauren Beth
Gash, Chai r per son from the Commttee on Judiciary
I1-Crimnal Law, to which the follow ng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on February 22, 2000, reported the
sane back with the foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'be adopted
Fl oor Anendnent #1 to House Bill 4231. Representative
Gles, Chairperson fromthe Comnmttee on Local Governnent,
to which the foll ow ng neasure/s was/were referred, action

taken on February 22, 2000, reported the same back with the
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foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'be adopted' Floor Amendnent #1
to House Bill 3132. Representative Savi ano, Chairperson
fromthe Commttee on Registration and Regul ation, to which
the foll owm ng nmeasure/s was/were referred, action taken on
February 22, 2000, reported the sanme back wth the
foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'be adopted" Floor Anendnents
6, 7 and 8 to Senate Bill 452, Floor Amendnent #1 to House
Bill 4284. Representative Pugh, Chairperson from the
Committee on Revenue, to which the follow ng neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on February 22, 2000,
reported the same back with the foll ow ng recommendati on/s:
'be adopted' Floor Amendnent #1 to House Bill 4409."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Feigenholtz, for what reason
do you rise?"

Fei genhol tz: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise on a point of

personal privilege."

Speaker Brunsvold: "State your point."

Fei genholtz: "I would |like to welcone a fornmer Menber back today
and everyone say 'hi' to forner Representative Arline
Fantin."

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Wl cone, Arline Fantin. Representati ve

Fantin. Representative Leitch, for what reason do you
rise?"

Leitch: "Thank you, M. Speaker. A point of personal privilege."

Speaker Brunsvold: "State your point."

Leitch: "I'd like the Body to welcone to the chanber WIIliam
Berry and his colleagues including Don Allen. M. Berry is
the Chapter President of the March of Dines in Illinois and
they're here with inportant information on saving children.
So wel cone to the chanber."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Wlcone, M. Berry, to t he House of

Represent ati ves. Representative Gash in the chanber?
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Representative Hanos. The Chair is gonna proceed to sone
Second Reading Bills that had Anendnents out of conmmttees,
yest er day. First on the |list would be House Bill 2992.
M. Daniels. And that Anmendnment was sponsored by M.
W r si ng. Read the Bill M. Cerk. Wat is the status of
that Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2992, a Bill for an Act <concerning a
food animal institute. Second Reading of this House Bill
No Comm ttee Amendnents. Floor Anendnent #1, offered by
Representati ve W r si ng, has been approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Amendnent #1, M. Wrsing."

Wrsing: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Anendnment #1 to 2992 sinply
puts the language into that Bill which it does do what the
title says, 'creates a', what is called, 'a food aninal
institute.'" Sinply what the purpose of this is to dois to
be a gathering source for research... published research
relative to the food animal industry here in Illinois. The
i dea and the thought behind this came froma |livestock task
force, under the direction of the Departnment of Agriculture
that had been in existence for a few years and when they
ended their life in 1998, one of their recommendations was
to, in fact, fornulate some sort of food animal institute
and that's what we're trying to fulfill. Be glad to answer
any questions.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman has asked for the adoption of
Fl oor Amendnent #1. s there any di scussi on? The
Gentl eman fromJo Daviess, M. Lawer."

Lawfer: "Thank you, M. Chairman. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Lawfer: "Representative Wrsing, do you know of any opposition to

this | egislation?"
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Wrsing: "No, there is no opposition to this |legislation."
Lawfer: "I plan on supporting that. | think that got unani nous

support in the Agriculture Conmmttee yesterday. And |
think it's a good step and really is a cutting-edge
legislation. And I think that everybody in this Body
shoul d support that. Thank you very much, M. Chairman
(sic-Speaker)."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? Seei ng none, t he
guestion is, 'Shall Floor Amendment #1 be adopted? Al in
favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it. The
Amendnent has been adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 3404. M. derk.
M. John Turner. M. Turner on the floor? derk, take
that Bill out of the record. House Bill 3402. M. derk,
what's the status of that Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3402, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
School Code. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1, offered by
Representati ve Jerry Mtchell, has been approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Floor Amendnent #1. M. Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Fl oor Amendnent #1
beconmes the Bill. And basically, what it says is that it's
a technical Amendnent that clears up a problem that we've
had wth expulsions of students. And it sinply says that
if a student is expelled fromone district he nust serve...
he or she nust serve that expulsion before he can be
reenrolled 1in another district or in expense. Be happy to
answer any questions."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman has asked for the adoption of

Fl oor Amendnent #1. And on that question, the Lady from
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Cook, Representative Mnique Davis."

Davis, M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Brunsvol d: "Sponsor yields."
Davis, M: "Representative Mtchell, | do apologize. |  had

people here and | was talking and I think | m ssed exactly

what Fl oor Amendnent #1 does in reference to 3402."
Mtchell, J.: "Yes, Representative. | explained to the Body that

nunber one, this Anendnent puts |language in the Bill that

sinply says that if you' ve been expelled fromDistrict A

you nust fulfill that expulsion in District A before you
can reenroll in another district."
Davis, M: "So let me be sure | understand this correctly. Your

Amendnent says that if a student is suspended or expelled

from one school district and no matter what the
circunstances are, he cannot attend school in another
school district. 1s that correct?"

Mtchell, J.: "Until that suspension or expulsion has been

fulfilled. After that, if they nove into that district for

purposes other than school attendance, he certainly may

enrol|."

Davis, M: "How do we know, Representative Mtchell, what reason
a student noves into a district? | nmean, is there... when
you nove soneplace do you sign a slip saying |'m noving

here because of this or that? How do we know or how woul d
a judge or jury know why a person noved into a particular
district?"

Mtchell, J.: "Representative, it's not up to a judge or jury and
that's already spelled out in the School Code and is not a
part of this Bill or this Arendnent."

Davis, M: "Representative, once a school... I'msorry. Once a
person is expelled froma school district, does he or she

have any rights to appeal, and if so, to whom do they
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appeal ?"

M tchell, J.: "Again, Representative, this legislation has
nothing to do with that question. However, | believe, if

Davi s,

you would ask that of a |local superintendent, that's where

t he appeal would take place. MW Bill doesn't take effect
until after the expulsion has taken place at the |ocal
| evel. Certainly, anyone, any student, has the right to

appeal through the civil courts, if they so choose. O her
than that, | don't know what the appeal process is in every
school district across the State of Illinois."

M: "Well, you know, Representative, in sonme states if a
student, let's say, is expelled in a particular district,
he has perhaps the right to go to a county educational
comm ssion and appeal or a person has a state board of
education to whom they could go and appeal. And it
appears, according to your legislation, 'a person can be
expelled ... Now, listen carefully, Ladies and Gentlenen.
Thi s is extrenely inportant when we talk about our
children. If achild is expelled in a school district, the
appeal process remains wth those who have done the
expul si on. Representative Mtchell, IS t he st udent

mandated to an alternative school ?"

Mtchell, J.: "Again, Representative, that has to do with the

Davi s,

original expulsion, not wth this Bill. However, if the
| ocal district has that within the purview of the expul sion
itself, that attendance to an alternative school 1is
allowed, then it certainly is allowable. But this Bil
does not have anything to do with that |ocal decision."”

M: "But what your Bill does say that it denies a child
the opportunity to go to school in any other district.
Say, for exanple, the parents have been getting a divorce

and the kids have been acting up. And the nother says,
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"You know, we need a change of environnment. | need to get
you closer to grandma and grandpa because they will be able
to help ne take care of you while I work.' Now, your Bil

is saying even if the nother, who is recently divorced or
because of illness, noves to another school district, that

that child is still not permtted to attend school ."

M tchel |, J.: "well, Representati ve, | appreciate you of

Davi s,

br oadeni ng the scope of nmy Bill, however, that is entirely
erroneous. Nunber one, if there's famly problens and
not her noves and takes the children or they nove in wth
grandnot her and grandfather, they certainly can attend
school in that district..."

M: "If they haven't been expelled."

Mtchell, J.: "That's correct. However, you have to understand

Davi s,

that what they have done to be expelled is to put other
students lives in jeopardy or their friends in jeopardy and
all we're saying, is that until that expulsion has been
fulfilled, they are still not allowed to attend school in
anot her district."

M: "Representative, what is that child supposed to do? |
have to ask this question, Representative Mtchell. If a
child is suspended or expelled fromschool and he's noved
to another district and he's not mandated to an alternative
school, where should this... How old are they? \here
should they go during the day? | nean, what should they

do? Are we concerned about that?"

Mtchell, J.: "Representative, what would they do if they stayed

Davi s,

in their own district?"
M: "I don't know, Jerry. Wuld they go to an alternative

school ?"

Mtchell, J.: "Well, if that's allowable, they certainly could.

And Representative, you know, | would be happy to work with

10
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you on legislation that would all ow students, once they're
expelled, the right to attend an alternative school, wth

or without exceptions. And you know, that's a..."

Davis, M: "Jerry, according..."
Mtchell, J.: "... that's a second issue."
Davis, M: "According to the Constitution of +the State of

I[I'linois, it says we are mandated to educate <children or
people until they're 21. It does not say we're mandated to
educat e good people or short people or fat people. It says
we are nmandated to educate people. Now, as mnuch as |
respect you and your ability on the Elenentary and
Secondary Education Committee, Jerry, | am concerned when
you put an Anendnent on the floor that denies children an
opportunity to attend school in one district because he did
sonet hing expulsionable 1in another district. Now, let ne
show you where the problemlies. W do not have any rea
standards in reference to what is an expul si onabl e of f ense.
Your district may say, he yelled at that teacher. W felt
he was threatening. The district the child is attending
may say, oh, we get kids that do that all the time. Al we
do is have a parent conference or we throw himout into the
hall to do sone work for sonebody for a while or we nake
hi m scrub the lunchroomfor a week. And so, over in this
district, we don't expel "emfor that. Now, you tell nme if
this is a just Anmendnent when you are asking another
district to help you carry out what your expulsionable
of fenses are. Do you see what |'m saying here?"

Mtchell, J.: "Well, Representative, two things: nunber one, the
Constitution says that we teach all children. However, it
also states that the children obey the rules that are set
by the | ocal board of education.”

Davis, M: "Wiit a mnute. Hold on. M. Speaker, would vyou

11
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Speaker
Davi s,

Speaker

Davi s,
M t chel

Davi s,

M t chel
Davi s,

pl ease get sone order here because this is so very

i nportant."”
Brunsvol d: "Thank you, Representative."
M: "You know. .."
Brunsvold: "Yes, let's pay attention to the issue here,

Ladi es and Gentl enen."”

M: "Thank you, Sir."

[, J.: "It also says that the education of our students,
till they're 21, is a matter of |local control. Now,
yesterday, you were unhappy with ne because I was passing

legislation that you felt was a statew de nmandate taking
away local control and you stated that in commttee.
However, if we put a statew de standard in for expul sion
we' re doing exactly the sane thing. But again, | stand and
say that | would be happy to help... work with you to pass
| egi sl ation that would do sonething for those students that
are expelled. This Bill does nothing to themor for them
This Bill sinply says that we will honor expul sions so that
if a student brings a gun to school in ny district,
threatens the |I|ife of another student and noves into your
district, you don't have to automatically put that student
in your school."

M: "Well, | think Jerry, we all know or nost of us know,
t hat when weapons are involved we alnost have a state
st andar d. When a child brings a weapon or has threatened
or used a weapon, that is a totally different offense..."”

[, J.: "I mean, how about... how about arson?"

M: "... than the one we're tal king about. Now, don't try
to make the commttee here think that this person that
you're talking about did sonething |like that, because they
didn't. What you're trying to do, Jerry, is say that the

expul sion rules fromyour district should be carried out in

12
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every other school district. And | don't think it's fair
to the children. Now, let's think about this, Jerry. W
do not have a standard expulsion |aw The State of
Il'linois does not have a |list of offenses. W don't have
anything that 1is not anbiguous or subjective in our
expul sion laws. Each local district, at this tine, in the
State of Illinois has the right to decide which behaviors
warrant an expul sion. But now, what you are saying is if a

child is expelled in ny district, I think, is it Rockford

or Decatur? Are you Rockford or Decatur?"

Mtchell, J.: "Neither."
Davis, M: "Oh. WlIl, what you're saying is, if a child is
expelled where | live and where ny |ocal board has nmade a

decision, then | amdenmanding that the state hold that sane
standard in every other school district. And | don't think
it's the right thing to do, Jerry. It is not the right
thing to do. I'"'m going to request a voice vote on this

particul ar | egislation.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Yes, Representative."

Davis, M: "And Representative, let nme ask this question. Wer e
does. ..

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative?"

Davis, M: "Yes, Sir."

Speaker Brunsvold: "You asked for a voice vote. |s that what you
want ?"

Davis, M: "Yes. No, you know, a roll call."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Aroll call, electronic roll call vote."

Davis, M: "Yes, Sir."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Yes."

Davis, M: "If this Bill gets that far. Representative Mtchell

we know that your intentions are very noble and very good.

But | have to ask you this, do you think society is mde

13
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safer when we set up all kind of barriers to keep children
who need the expert gui dance of educators, when we deci de
they no | onger can get a education for up to the term of

two | ong years?"

Mtchell, J.: "Representative, that is not inthis Bill. 1've

Davi s,

tried to tell you a hundred tines that that decision is
al ready made before this Bill even begins. Wat this Bil
does, it says that if you cause an offense so severe in a
district that you are not allowed to attend school there,
you don't have the right to go and jeopardi ze the lives of
students in another district. That's what this Bill is
about. That's what |'mabout. Again, if you' re concerned
that expulsion should not happen in the State of Illinois
or there should be an alternative witten in law, 1'Il Dbe
happy to work with you, but that's not this Bill."

M: "Well, according to our |aws, we have a maxi num of a
two year expulsion. W don't have a maximumor a mandate
that kids nmust be placed in an alternative educational
system Let ne just give you an exanple. Were I'm from
Chi cago, we really believe that our objective, when we take
those state dollars, is to do our very best with the
children that we get. Now, if you send a child or a child
nmoves from your district to ny district, he conmtted an
awful offense that didn't involve a weapon, he conmtted an
awf ul offense, but he conmes to our district and we realize
this child needs special educational services and we want
to establish a staffing for him what your Bill says is, he
can't even cone into our school systemuntil his two years
are over. He could be a special education student that
needs speci al educational services and what you're saying
is he doesn't deserve any of this. He is expelled into the

streets to becone a nenace to all of us. That is not what

14
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our Constitution calls for. Qur Constitution says, we nust
educate children even when it's difficult to do so. And on
this particular Bill, I amso sorry, Jerry, you can work
with me, but work with me on establishing fair standards of
expul si on. And because we don't have that and we cannot
allow one district's expul sionable offense to nobve into
another district and deny a child a opportunity of an
education, plus that new district will be responsible for
any social acts of m sconduct that are conmtted. That's
very clear Reverend Pugh. That's very, very clear. Now, |
don't know the student that you're talking about or that
you have trouble with, but | just believe that in the State
of Illinois we have a serious responsibility of attenpting
to keep children in school and educating them because al
of society suffers when they're just pushed into the street
wi t hout benefit of education, w thout benefit of counseling
and no opportunity to nove further 1in education. No
opportunity. It ends. |If the kidis 16 and he's got a two
year expul sion, he's 18 before he's all owed back in. Most
18-year-ol ds are not gonna go in and be a sophonore. That's
the end of it. Do we want that to happen? | don't think
so. | believe that this should be a 'no'" vote. And |
think we can work with Reverend... | nean, Representative
Jerry and try to get sonething to help himin his district.
But we cannot allow you, Jerry, we cannot allow you to make

your | ocal school district's expul sionable rules apply al

over the State of Illinois. I'msorry."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Gentleman from Kane,
M. Hoeft."

Hoeft: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Qur major responsibility here,

educationally, is to create a system of safety for our

children. This Bill is so straightforward and sinple. Let
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Speaker

M t chel

me take you back |ast year. W had the sane Bill saying
t hat people comng fromoutside the State of I1llinois who
had been expelled should not be allowed in Illinois'
schools. It received unani nous vote here; wunani nous vote
in the Senate. Sane thing. Wether it's fromout of state
or in between districts in this state, if a child has
brought a weapon into school, we don't want that child,
al so, bring a weapon into school in your school district.
If he has pulled a fire alarm if he's sold drugs, we don't
want your children and staff, also, to be wunder the sane
fear, the sane safety problem This is straightforward.
It is conmpbn sense. It says we have a high priority of
protecting our children. And if it's expelled in one
school district, that shall carry over to the other schoo
district. |If not, a child can skip fromschool district to
school district to school district in this state causing
the sane problemin district after district, year after

year and we would have no recourse. This is a good safe

school Bill."

Brunsvol d: "The Gentleman from Witeside to close, M.
Mtchell."
[, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Let's not cloud the
issue. First of all, what we are doing with this Bill is

putting our faith and our belief in the school districts
across the State of Illinois to do the best that they can
possibly do for the students within their district. That
is their goal and that is their obligation according to the
Constitution. However, sonme students sinply do not want to
go by the rules that are set up. We be to us if a student
burns down a school, noves to another district and we say
t hat student should be allowed to go here and we enroll him

or her and our children suffer the sane consequences.
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Speaker

That's all we're tal king about here. | agree fully wth
the forner Representative that we need to be conpassionate
to our students in our own district and | ook out for their
best interest. Sonetines we can't do that. However, if we
allow those students and folks, you gotta work pretty
daggone hard in the State of Illinois to be expelled. | f
we allow those students to go wherever they please once
t hey' ve caused the kind of problens that they've caused in
a district, then we are not doing our job. This Bil
clears up the problem W've tried twice now to get it
straight, but attorneys have found |oopholes. This one
just sinply closes those |oopholes and does what we
expected the legislation to do, one General Assenbly ago.
| urge your 'aye' vote so we can get this where it is
supposed to be and then we can start |ooking at |egislation
for children within their own district. | urge an 'aye'
vote. Thank you very nuch."

Brunsvol d: "The Lady has asked for a roll call vote on
this Anendnent. This Floor Anmendnent #1, M. Mtchel
noves for the adoption. Al in favor shall vote 'aye';
opposed vote 'no'. Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take
the record. And on the adoption of Floor Anmendnent #1,
there are 87 wvoting 'yes', 21 wvoting 'no', 4 voting
"present’', and the Anendnent has been adopted. Furt her

Amendnent s?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker

Brunsvol d: "Third Reading. House Bill 2962. M. derk,

what's the status of that Bill?"

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 2962, a Bill for an Act to amend the

School Code. Second Reading of this House Bill. Amendnent

#1 was adopted in commttee. Floor Anendnent #2, offered
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by Representative Fl owner s, has been approved for
consi deration.”
Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Flowers on Floor Anendnent
#2."
Fl owers: "M. Speaker, can you take that Bill out of the record

for a mnute, please?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady asks..."

Fl owers: "Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "... that the Bill be taken out of the record.
House Bill 4021. M. derk, what's the status of that
Bill?"

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 4021, a Bill for an Act <creating the
Start Program Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1, offered by
Representati ve Coul son, has been approved for
consi deration.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Coulson on Floor Anendnment
#1."

Coul son: "Amendnent #1 was put on in conmttee, yesterday. And
it..."

Speaker Brunsvold: "What 1is the Anmendnent's situation, M.
C erk?"

Clerk Bolin: "Floor Anendnent #1 was approved for consideration

in commttee, yesterday."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Adopted in commttee?"
Coul son: "So can | w thdraw this Arendnent ?"
Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative, the Anmendnent was approved

for consideration.”
Coul son: "I see. (kay, thank you. I'msorry."
Speaker Brunsvold: "Okay. So let's proceed..."”
Coul son: "Ckay."

Speaker Brunsvold: "... with Arendnent #1, Representative."
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Coul son: " Okay. Fl oor Amendnent #1 replaces the Bill. I t

basically is an agreenent with the Departnment of Human

Services on how to set up the Bill. Mstly technica
changes. 1'd appreciate your support.”
Speaker Brunsvol d: "Any di scussi on on t he Amendnent ?

Representative Coul son, ny information is that you may want
to w thdraw Arendnent #17?"

Coul son: "Floor Anmendnent #1 | will wthdraw and Fl oor Anendnent
#2 1 wll put on. 1s that the gist of this? Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "That's fine."

Coul son: "Thank you."

Clerk Bolin: "Floor Amendnent #2, offered by Representative
Coul son, has been approved for consideration.™

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Coul son."

Coul son: "The sane expl anati on. It's, basically, a technical
Amendnent agreed wth the departnment. And |I'd appreciate
your support."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Any discussion? Seeing none, the Lady noves
for adoption of Floor Amendnent #2. Al in favor 'aye';
opposed 'nay'. 'Ayes' have it. The Anmendnent's adopted.
Furt her Amendnent s?"

Clerk Bolin: "No further Anmendnents.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. M. Brady. |Is M. Brady on
the floor? House Bill 4231. M. Cerk, what's the status
of that Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4231, a Bill for an Act in relation to
crimnal law. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1, offered by
Represent ati ve Brady, has been approved for consideration."”

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Brady."

Brady: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenen. Floor

Amendnent #1 expands our |laws as they affect gang viol ence.
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It allows for the authorities to take possession of
addi tional properties of gangs in the case of violence. It
is patterned after a law in Georgia that has worked
effectively. And ' d ask for your favorabl e
consi deration."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman asks for the adoption. l's
t here any di scussi on? The Lady from St. dair,
Representative Wvetter Younge."

Younge: "Wuld the proponent (sic-Sponsor) vyield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Gentleman yields."

Younge: "Wuld you explain the Amendnent in detail ?"

Brady: "Madam the Anendnent expands the list of itens which can
be forfeited from vehicles to include any property
including real property which is wused for street gang
related activities or owned by a street gang. By including
the definition of contraband and maki ng any property real
or personal that 1is declared contraband subj ect to
forfeiture. It is <clear, in the law now, that anything
acquired through street gang related activity or profit 1is

subject to state forfeiture.™

Younge: "Wiat is the list of itenms included in the Anendnent?"

Brady: "Excuse nme?"

Younge: "You said that the Anendnent expands the list of itens
that can be included in the forfeiture. VWat is the

expanded |ist?"

Brady: "Any personal or real property.”

Speaker Brunsvol d:  "Further di scussi on? Seeing none, the
Gent |l eman has asked for the adoption of Floor Amendnment #1.
All in favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it.
Fl oor Anmendnent #1 is adopted. Further Amendnents?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. M. derk, House Bill 2962."
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Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2962, a Bill for an Act anending the
School Code. Second Reading of this House Bill. Amendnent

#1 was adopted in commttee. No Mtions have been fil ed.
Fl oor Amendnent #2, offered by Representative Flowers, has
been approved for consideration.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Flowers."

Flowers: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen of the
House. Anendnent #2 was adopted in commttee [|ast night
and what it does, for the school district who have Medicaid
students, it allows the school districts to be reinbursed
with the federal funds. And that's all the Amendnent does.
And | would nove for the adoption of Amendnent #2."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady's noved for adoption. And on that
question, the Gentleman fromVermlion, M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. W1l the Sponsor

yi el d?"
Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."
Bl ack: "Representative, the wunderlying Bill 1is a curriculum

mandat e, correct?"

Flowers: "Yes, Sir."

Black: "All right. And the Arendnent has to deal wth Medicaid
mat ching funds, periodic screening and diagnostic testing
services. M question to you and I know we can't answer it
on the floor, | guess all of us are alittle nore aware of

the problemin the |ast year or two because of the Suprene

Court. It would seemto ne that the Anmendnent and the
underlying Bill my very well fall under the violation of
the single subject clause. The wunderlying Bill 1is a
curriculum nandate. The  Amendnment has to do wth

i nt ergovernnment al agreenents on securing Medicaid matching
funds. | don't know whether you want to ask one of your

| egal counsels to ook at it or whether you just want to go
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ahead and run it or whatever, but it seens |ike the Suprene
Court, fromwhat they' ve done to us in the last two or

three years, mght have a problemw th the Arendnent not

being related to the underlying Bill."

Flowers: "I'msorry, Representative. | was talking to sonme nore
i nportant people. |I'msorry."

Black: "I..."

Flowers: "I did not get the inpression that, | understand what

you' re sayi ng because of what the Suprene Court has done,
but | did not get the inpression..."

Bl ack: "Ckay. I..."

Flowers: "... and then, well... wait, wait. Please, one mnute."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Fl owers: "Representative, because this Arendnent... This is..."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Flowers, there's sone question
on the Bill regarding the effective dates."

Black: "And |I'm not gonna ask for a roll call and I don't think
| ' m necessarily opposed to your Anendnent. The Anmendnent
has an immedi ate effective date; the underlying Bill does

not. Not only is there that issue, but there's also an
i ssue of germaneness that | really think we m ght be better
off if you take it out of the record and ask the Speaker's
counsel to take a look at it."

Flowers: "I'll do that because this Bill is too inportant.”

Bl ack: "Thank you."

Fl owers: "Okay."

Bl ack: "I appreciate that."
Fl owers: "Thank you."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch."
Fl owers: "Thank you for..."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Take that Bill out of the record, M. derk.

M.  Poe. M. Poe on the floor? Representative Pankau.
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M. Cerk, House Bill 4284."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4284, a Bill for an Act anending the
Real Estate Appraiser Licensing Act. Second Readi ng of
this House Bill. No Commttee Anendnents. Fl oor Anmendnent
#1, offered by Representative Pankau, has been approved for
consi deration.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Pankau."

Pankau: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This Amendnent becones the
Bill. It anmends the Real Estate Appraiser Licensing Act
and there are, basically, two areas of nmgjor difference.
The one is the increase in the nunber of hours for
continuing education and the other talks about t he
begi nning stage of I|icensing, the very beginning status.
You cannot stay at that level for nore than six years so
that you have to nove on or just forget it. So with that,
| ask for the approval of Floor Amendnent 1."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady's asked for the adoption. 1Is there
any di scussion? The CGentleman from Cook, M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Parke: "Representative, you say this affects the Real Estate
Li censure Act. |'msure... would you share..

Pankau: "The Real Estate Appraisal Licensing Act."

Parke: "Right. But that's... Al right. You're right. Have you
talked to the realtors and is this sonething that they feel
they can work with and it's okay wth then?"

Pankau: "Yes. They helped wite it."

Parke: "And do the Real Estate Appraisal Association feel this is

a good idea and are supporting it, also?"

Pankau: "They are. There is no known opposition.”
Par ke: "Thank you very nuch."
Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? Seeing none, the Lady
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asked for the adoption of Floor Amendnent #1. Al in favor
say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it. The
Amendnent has been adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. M. Capparelli on the floor?
M. Capparelli? Cerk, House Bill 4409."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4409, a Bill for an Act in relation to
gam ng. Second Reading of this House Bill. No Commttee
Amendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1, offered by Representative
Maut i no, has been approved for consideration.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Floor Amendnent #1, M. Mautino."

Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Fl oor Anendnment #1 conprises the results of a two
year | ong t ask force which has been conducted in
conjunction with the charitabl e groups throughout the State
of Illinois, the Departnent of Revenue and suppliers. Its
intent is to change the structure that we tax charitable
ganes which would be Bingo and other charitable ganes,
raffl es and stream i ne the procedures done by the

Department of Revenue. They are, in fact, in favor of the

Bill. There are some provisions within this |egislation
that would allow for |Ilicensing of some 1600 charitable
clubs, social, religious organizations that conduct Bingo

to do the licensing once every three year instead of going
t hrough the whol e application every year. 1In addition, the
l[imts on Bingo wll be made uniformthroughout the state.
Currently, right now, there are three counties which have
an ability to pay out $3200 per session, the rest of the
state is at $2200. It does raise that pay out, makes it
uniform In addition to that and probably nost inportantly
inthe Bill, it structures the tax systemso that we are. ..

instead of the <current law collecting a 10% on the gross
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Speaker

prior to pay out fromany of the Bingo w nnings, the tax
will now be collected on the net and it would be a 5%
| evel . Thi s al | ows your community or gani zati ons,
charitabl e organizations to go forward and retain the noney
to be used within your community to help other people and
charities. It's been about 20 nonths that this has been
wor ked on. W al so have cl osed sonme of the |oopholes to
make sure that only legitimate charities are operating and
conducting the charitable ganes in conpliance with the Act.
W wll also be regulating raffles. Now, raffle is a way
that, basically, the cap on the daily prize |imt has been
circunvented by clubs and it was really unregul ated, now,
so that gives us the ability or the Departnment of Revenue
to go ahead and regulate the use of raffle. These are the
mai n points of the |egislation and be happy to answer any
guestions.™

Brunsvol d: "Gentleman's moved for adopt i on. The

Gentleman fromVermlion, M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, if the tax remains the sane, tax rate,
and you change from adjusted gross receipts to net
receipts, then the taxes gained... the taxes paid wll be
| ess, correct?"

Mautino: "That is correct. That would allow the <charitable

organi zations to go forward and do their work. The probl em
we're trying to address is many of your the VFW, your El ks
clubs, whatever, were going in and they were paying 10% on
the gross, so by the tine they conducted their Bingo for
the night, they either |ost noney, nmade very little noney

on it or were, in effect, conducting their charitable ganes
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in order to pay the amount of tax onit. And it's a great
problem that's been expressed by a lot of the smaller
organi zati ons throughout the state."
Black: "All right. Now, you used the 10%tax figure. | assune
you just used that as a figure because that is not the tax,
correct? Bingo tax is not 10% "

Mautino: "Ten percent of the... the tax is assessed on 10% of the

gross of one for that evening's gane. That's the current

[ aw. "
Bl ack: "Adjusted gross? Al right. Let nme follow up. | t
appears to ne that one of the problens facing and I'Il only

speak for ny district because | have sone, obviously, sone
knowl edge of what goes on in ny district, and |I've had many
a conversation with the Departnent of Revenue. There seens
to be a loophole in the existing |law whereby certain
organi zations are running what they call raffles, and the
prizes can be, on any given night, very high, thousands of
dollars. And I have had many charitabl e organi zati ons cone
to nme and say, 'we can't conpete with that.' Qur Bingo
gane, there's no way we can conpete with a raffle, and as

understand it, this raffle is outside of any of the
existing |aw It's kind of a |oophole. Do you address

that at all?"

Mautino: "Yes, actually, for the first tinme raffles wll be
regul ated by the State of Illinois and by the Departnent of
Revenue. What you're saying 1is, actually, the greatest

problemthat existed in our statute is people were not
conducting the bus... you may have one gane of Bingo and
ni ne ganes of raffle. That way you would use the raffle to
rai se the noney for your charitable organi zati on because it
was not taxable at that point and you would avoid playing

Bi ngo. And that's a problem that our small clubs were
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really forced into."

Bl ack: "And there was sonme question about sone of these raffles
being conducted by a license holder who, perhaps, didn't
nmeet the definition that many of us had of a charitable
organi zation. |s that gonna be spelled out nore clearly in
your Anmendnent as to what, in fact...

Mautino: "Absolutely. W have defined now. .. or actually, the
Depart ment of Revenue wrote the |anguage in here, to define
who is a legitimate qualifying organi zati on because people
have taken a very broad stroke on their definition of who
can have a charitable gane."

Black: "I notice in your Anendnment you're also increasing the
nunmber of what are commonly referred to as Las Vegas
nights. | believe it's currently four and the Anendnent
would allow you to have 12. Wuld some peopl e consider
t hat an expansi on of ganbling?"

Mautino: "I'mjust finding that Section of the Bill. "1l be
right with you, Sir. | believe you're correct in the
nunber going to 12, but I'mgonna find out for sure..."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Mautino: "... and I'll get back on it. |If we can go to the next
question..."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Mautino: "... I'll get you an answer."

Bl ack: "Ckay. Another question, and | think it's cone up before,
| think this is nore the case in the nore popul ated areas
than where | live, but it's ny understanding that there are
conpanies who will, literally, have a semtrailer truck or
two and you can hire themand they cone in with the various
gam ng equipnment and set it up in the school gymor the
church... I've always had a problem with that, but the

church community center or whatever and then they run the
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Las Vegas night. | nean, it's an actual business. Now, do
you address that kind of business and what |icense they
will have to pay and whether or not, in fact, | renenber

sone of the debate in years past, Frank, as to whether or
not that was even |legal, that sonebody would be in the
busi ness of comng in, you know, you hire them they cone
in set up the Las Vegas night for you, actually have people
who run the ganes, they take a percentage whatever, and
then of course, you get anything over what the contract
would call for. And | renenber, we've had sone questions
about this, in the past, as to whether or not these people
were duly licensed and whether or not this was, in fact, a
legitimate enterprise under the intent of the original

‘casi no night' |anguage.™

Mautino: "In this Section, the departnment nay issue licenses to

Bl ack:

sell, lease, lend and distribute relevant equi pnent for the
Vegas night. License fee is structured on that at $1500 so
these wll be Ilicensed and regul ated. Or gani zati ons
licensed to conduct these ganmes nmay own their own
equi pnent, but they nust obtain the ownership permt for
it. So, | nmean, that is structured and it 1is addressed.
It's a very good question. And, | believe, that way we can
also track and regulate those who are providing the
equi pnent . "

"Staff poi nts out t hat suppliers, you know, the
manuf acturers for lack of a better word, of the pull tabs,
the jar ganmes, et cetera, would be |licensed at a fee of
$1500 for three years, but | and |'ve not seen this in ny
district, but |I've seen heard and | think, |'ve read about
it in some of the nedia outlets from upstate, that there
are actual conpanies who have all this casino night

equi pnent on trucks and you hire themor you contract with
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them they cone in, they set it up, they even have people
who know how to operate and how to play the gane, et
cetera, and then for a fee, obviously, that's what they do.
Now, if you're in that business, will you be... you're not
technically a supplier, you're buying the supplies from
sonebody so you cone in and set up the supplies or the

equi pnent, in this case, you're just the operator."”

Mautino: "If you sell, lease, lend or distribute the relevant

Bl ack:

equi pnent so they are supplying the equi pnent for you. You
must be licensed, that's ny understanding. And that
addresses the very inportant problem You had al so
mentioned on the... | had forgott in ny opening to bring
out the fact that the tax collection on the pull tabs is
gonna be changed to do sonething simlar to what we do with
soft drinks, they're a specific tax. It's gonna be
collected at the distributor level and it nakes it a | ot
easier for an audit trail to track who is buying and wusing
what amounts of these... a |lot easier than what we've had
to do before trying to track it from 1600 separate
non-for-profit licensees."”

"l don't see anybody fromthe Departnent of Revenue wth
you, but | assunme, that they are in support of this. |

woul d assune they've been involved in all of this."

Mautino: "Actually, yes, they've witten the [|anguage and the

nmeetings were conducted by Dave Barthol omew who's the head
of the crimnal investigation division and he's in charge
of, actually, the enforcenent. So what they have put
together and I"'mcarrying the Bill for them and for the
task force, they've put together a way for themto easier
regulate the entire charitable gamng and plus nake it
easier for them to track and cl ose sonme of the | oophol es

t hat have been used to avoid the paynment of taxes."
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Bl ack: "Frank, is there any opposition to this rewite that
you' re aware of ?"

Mautino: "There was opposi tion slips in commttee... an
opposition slip to the Arendnent. | do not have the nane
of that group, but it is on file with the conmttee."

Bl ack: " Ckay. Wuld you have that nmarked so that on Third
Readi ng you could share it with us?"

Mautino: "Absolutely. [1'Il have that brought up."

Bl ack: "Ckay. And the only other question | have and I, again,
cone froma relatively rural area. Are many of these bingo
or charitable ganme licenses held, in fact, by church
groups, parochial school s? | nmean, |'ve heard that sone
are, but | don't really know that. |Is that the case?"

Mautino: "Yes, as a matter of fact, a nenber of the local task
force was from ny district, who had both been the... in
charge of the Bingo for the Elks club plus Holy Famly, one
of our parochial schools and also, had wor ked in
coordi nating one of the bingo halls for other charities, so
he had pretty vast experience and there are quite a few
Catholic social service or gani zati ons and religious
organi zations that do provide bingo as a way to do their
works within their communities and parish."

Bl ack: "Yeah. | can see some cross pressure in that..."

Maut i no: "Yeah..."

Black: "... but I"'mnot sure | want to go down that road..."
Mautino: "... | do believe there's sone little..."
Black: "... right now So in other words, what you're telling nme

is the Departnment of Revenue has, basically, witten this.
It is arewite... rewite may not be the right word, but
it certainly tightens up the charitable gamng law and w ||
make it easier to track and I'mparticularly interested in

your comments that these raffles that seemto be gaining
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great favor utilized under a bingo license may, in fact,
now fall under some regulatory practice. So in a nutshell,
that's it?"
Mautino: "That's it."
Bl ack: "GCkay. Thank you for your indul gence."
Mautino: "Thank you, Sir."
Speaker Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentleman from

Kankakee, M. Novak."
Novak: "Yes, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."
Novak: "No, | know he won't."
Mautino: "Yes, he wll."

Novak: "He's a very unyielding type of Legislator, but...

Mautino: "Thank you."

Novak: "... Frank, | know, | don't want to belabor this 'cause
we'll get to it on Third Reading. This task force that
Revenue put together to..

Mautino: "Yes."

Novak: "Okay. Does it bunp up the pay outs for... 'cause we
don't have an analysis? M. Speaker, we do not have an
anal ysis of this Amendnent which beconmes the Bill, right,
M. Mautino?"

Mautino: "Yes, this becones..."

Novak: "Ckay."

Mautino: "... the Bill and it increases the aggregate daily prize
limt on the bingos to 3250, currently it's 2250 except for
in three counties down in southern Illinois."

Novak: "St. dair County. Yep, | think that's where it is. And
you say it's going to start regulating raffle tickets now?
Raffle."

Mautino: "Raffle it's an event gane. |[It's going to be under the

event gane license. Raffle would be, basically, a Bingo
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card without Bingo witten on the top, instead it's
raffle.”

Novak: "Ckay."

Mautino: "And they would do that, play it |ike a Bingo gane, but
the difference is it was not regulated at all. And so this
cl oses one of the | oopholes that was in the existing |aw. "

Novak: "Ckay. We have... well, I'm sure they're all over the
st at e. But we have, |like in Kankakee County back hone, a
couple of the Catholic schools; Bishop McNamara H gh School
and St. Joe's Catholic Gade School they have a nega
raffle. | nmean, it's like a hundred dollar ticket, they

sell three or four hundred tickets and you know, you got a

chance to wn 10 thousand bucks. That would be a
different... that will not be regul ated or what?"

Mautino: "I believe when we're tal king about raffle...”

Novak: "It's in conjunction with their casino night or their Las
Vegas ni ght."

Mautino: "Ckay. Wth that, yes, it would then."

Novak: "That what ?"

Mautino: "I'll get back."

Novak: "Ckay. Okay."

Mautino: "But if it's run... you have to conply with the 'casino
night' regulations. We have set out... the Departnent of
Revenue has set out exactly what can and can't be done..

Novak: "Ckay."

Mautino: "... in there. Wen | use the term'raffle', I use it
for a ganme which is what we're tal king about, it's now
call ed an event gane, which m ght be a Wheel of Fortune, it
m ght be what they call a speed ball ticket or a blank
sheet of paper that does not use the word Bingo. If it
used the word Bingo on the top in playing the game, then it

woul d fall under the Bingo Act and the tax proportions
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would apply. So that's what | nmean when |I'mtal ki ng about
‘raffle . "

Novak: "But if it... okay. But if a senior citizens' group,
let's say, wanted to raffle off an afghan and they sold
raffles for a buck a piece. | nean, this wouldn't be..
you' re not gonna regulate that, are you?"

Mautino: "No, it does not apply to the afghan raffle.”

Novak: "All right. Thanks."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Mautino to close.”

Mauti no: " Thank you, M. Speaker . And in answer to
Representative Black's earlier question, a special permt
shal | be displayed at the site of pull tab. No nore than
four special permts nmay be issued to any one organization
during the pendency of each 12-nonth peri od. And so |
wanted to put that into the record as | prom sed M. Bl ack
| would do. And with that, | would sinply ask for an 'aye
vote on this legislation which is the result of a 20 nonth
task force conducted by the Departnent of Revenue and they
are in favor. Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The question is... the Gentleman's asked for
the adoption of Floor Amendnent #1. All in favor 'aye';
opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it. And the Anendnent has
been adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents. But various notes have been
requested on the Bill that have not been filed."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Hold that Bill on Second Reading. M. Cerk,
Senate Bill 452."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 452 has been read a second tine,
previously. Anmendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No
Motions have been filed. Floor Amendnent #6, offered by
Representati ve Capparel li, has been approved for

consi deration."
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Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Capparelli on Amendnment #6."

Capparelli: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Amendnent #6 restores the
Bill tothe formit was when it passed the Senate and
deletes the |anguage from House Anendnent #1. \Wat House
Amendnent #6 does, the original Bill allowed for a person
licensed under the Act to work for any |licensed agency.
For exanple, a locksmth could go to work for an alarm
contractor wthout having to get an alarmcontract |icense
or a permanent enpl oyee registration card. Nunber two, the
Depart ment of Professional Services Regulation whichis to
add two new areas of experience that may be accepted to
city and on a private detective exam nati on. They are a
public defender or an attorney, a |licensed attorney office.
These changes were needed to address a court case. And
nunber three, the departnent also wishes to add |[|anguage
dealing with the enforcenent of agencies |licensed under the
Act; definitions are added, associations, firnms or
corporations. Current law only allows that the departnent
to discipline an individual |icense under the Act and does
not allow the departnent to enforce an Act against a
busi ness or an agency. That was Anendnent #6. Are there
any questions on that?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "lIs there any discussion on Anendnent #6? M.
Bl ack. "

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Bl ack: "Representative, if we adopt Amendnent #6..."

Capparel li: "Amendnent #5... yeah, go ahead."

Black: "... does this conpl etely renove. . . Amendnent #6

conpletely renove any reference to the fact that no one can
unlock ny car... if | lock ny keys in the car, the

underlying Bill said, a municipal police officer or other
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peopl e could not do that. You know, they couldn't use that
little bar; only a locksmth could and | have little towns

inny district that don't have a |ocksmth. So your

Amendnment renoves that restriction, correct?"

Capparelli: "That's right."
Bl ack: "You're a gentleman and a scholar. Thank you very nuch."
Speaker Brunsvol d:  "Further di scussi on? Seeing none, the

Gentl eman has noved for the adoption of Floor Amendment #6.
All in favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it.
The Anendnent has been adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "Floor Amendnent #7, offered by Representative
Capparel l'i..."

Capparelli: "Wthdraw that Anendnent.”

Speaker Brunsvol d: "The CGent | eman W t hdraws Anendnent #7.
Furt her Anmendnent s?"

Clerk Rossi: "Floor Amendnent #8 offered by Representative Bost."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Bost."

Bost: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Fl oor Amendnent #8 si mply
contains the locksmth wi ndow and has been redrafted, also,
to include the windows for certain alarmcontractors that

will also allow them to neet the original grandfather

requirenents that were in the Bill. So it just opens a
w ndow. "

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Bost has noved for the adoption. l's
there any discussion? Seeing none, all in favor of

adoption of Amendnent #8 say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The
‘ayes' have it. The Anendnent s adopted. Furt her

Amendnent s?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further Anendnents.”
Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. The Cerk, there are a few
Bills we need to nove from Third to Second. What s the

status of House Bill 3979?"
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Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3979 is on the Order of House Bills -
Third Readi ng."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Place t hat Bill on Second Readi ng.
Representative Moore? For what reason do you rise?"

Moore: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Just a point of personal
privil ege. |  would like the chanber to recognize,
Congresswonman Judy Biggert, a former Menber of the House of
Represent ati ves, here today."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Wl cone, Representative (sic-Congresswonan)
Biggert. M. derk, 3287."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3287 is on the Order of House Bills -

Third Readi ng."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Place that Bill on Second Readi ng. House
Bill 2880."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2880 is on the Order of House Bills -

Third Readi ng."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Place that Bill on Second Readi ng. House
Bill 3881."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3881 is on the Order of House Bills -

Third Readi ng."

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Pl ace t hat Bill on Second Readi ng.
Representative Currie. Do you wish to proceed wth your
Amendnent on House Bill 3840? M. Cerk, House Bill 3840."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3840, a Bill for an Act amending the
School Code. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Commttee Anendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1, offered by
Representati ve Curri e, has been approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker and Menbers of the House. This is
cleanup legislation on the relationship between | ocal

school councils and principals in the Chicago Board of
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Educat i on. The technical changes are few They involve

t hings, for exanple, clarifying which party has the burden

of proof and where the rules and regulations will cone from
for the arbitration procedure. | know of no opposition.
|'d be happy to answer your questions. |'d appreciate your

support for adoption of the Amendnent.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady's asked for adoption. |Is there any
di scussi on? The question is, 'Shall Floor Amendnent #1 be
adopted?” Al in favor 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes
have it. And the Amendnent has been adopted. Further

Amendnment s?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further Anmendnents. A fiscal note's been
requested on the Bill and the note has not been filed."
Speaker Brunsvold: "Hold that Bill on Second. House Bill 3132.

M. Cderk, M. Poe's Anmendment."”

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3132, a Bill for an Act in relation to
county governnent. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Anendnents. Fl oor Amendnent #1, offered by

Represent ati ve Poe, has been approved for consideration.™
Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Poe."
Poe: "And M. Speaker, we run this through conmttee, yesterday,

in |local governnment? Okay?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Yes."
Poe: "Ch. | didn't like it, we're gonna do it again."”
Speaker Brunsvol d: "The  Anendnent has been approved for

consi deration.”

Poe: "Ckay. Today, what we have here for this Bill here is in
counties that have conmm ssion formof governnment. And what
this would do, there's the three conm ssioners now per
county on these 17 counties in the State of |Illinois and
this would raise it to five. And they would have to have a

referendum 10% of the voters would have to petition they
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could get it on a ballot and then they could nove forward
with their election.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman has asked for the adoption. |Is
there any di scussion? Seeing none, the question is, 'Shal
Fl oor Amendnent #1 be adopted?” Al in favor say 'aye';
opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it. And Floor Amendnent is
adopted to House Bill 3132. Further Anmendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. Second Reading, M. derk,
House Bill 4045."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4045, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
Crimnal Code of 1961. Second Reading of this House Bill.
No Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Modtions
filed."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. M. derk, House Bill 4348."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4348, a Bill for an Act in relation to
child safety. Second Reading of this House Bill
Amendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No Mbdtions have
been filed. No Fl oor Amendnent s approved for

consi deration."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 3469."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3469, a Bill for an Act anending the
Freedom of Information Act. Second Readi ng of this House
Bill. Amendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No Motions
have been filed. No Floor Anmendnents approved for
consi deration."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Readi ng. The Chair's proceeding to

Third Readi ngs. House Bill 3355. M. Cerk, read the
Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3355, a Bill for an Act anending the

IIlinois Public A d Code. Third Reading of this House
Bill."
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Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Lou Jones. Representati ve
Jones. M. Cerk, take that Bill out of the record.
Representative Bill Mtchell, on the floor? M. derk,

read House Bill 2888."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2888, a Bill for an Act anending the
Crimnal Code of 1961. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from Macon, M. Mtchell."

Mtchell, B.: "Thank you. Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bil
2888, what it does, it elimnates the statute  of
limtation, provides that a prosecution for attenpt to
commt nurder, first degree nmurder, may be comenced at any
time rather than the seven years at present. It wuld be
effective imedi ately."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Gentleman's asked for the passage of House
Bill 2888. And on that question, is there any discussion?
Seeing no discussion is, the question is, 'Shall House Bil
2888 pass?' Al in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed for 'no'.
The wvoting 1is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who wi sh? Record yourself. Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. And on that question, there
are 110 voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', 5 voting 'present’'.
This Bill having received a Constitutional Mijority, 1is
hereby declared passed. House Bill 3309. M. Cderk, read
the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3309, a Bill for an Act anending the
Di sabl ed Persons Rehabilitation Act. Third Reading of this
House Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. MGQuire."

McCGQuire: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 3309 is a Bill that
amends the Disabled Persons Rehabilitation Act and it
provides for a wage increase. Now, before we entered this

Bill or before we knew that the Governor was gonna put this
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in his budget, we entered this Bill. So the Bill is
entirely in concert with the Governor's proposed budget.
There are no opponents to the Bill and I'll try to answer
any questions that you may have."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman's has asked for a passage. l's

there any di scussion? Seeing none, the question is, 'Shal

House Bill 3309 pass? Al in favor vote 'aye'; opposed
vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. And on
t hat question, there are 115 voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', O
voti ng 'present’. And this Bill having received a
Constitutional Majority is hereby declared passed. \V/ g

Bl ack, for what purpose do you rise?"

Bl ack: "Point of personal privilege, M. Speaker."

Speaker Brunsvold: "State your point."

Black: "It gives ne great pleasure to introduce a fornmer Menber
of the House, now a Congressnan. You see him often on

C-Span. The Honorable Jerry Weller."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Wl cone back to the House, M. Wller."

Black: "And I'd also like to introduce his twin brother, Scott,
who's on our staff. |[Is going up the aisle, here. VWhat a
fine famly. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Thank vyou, M. Black. Congress nust not be
in Session. M. Cerk, House Bill 2899. Read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2899, a Bill for an Act concerning

mlitary nmenorials. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Bellock."

Bel | ock: "Thank you, M. Speaker. |1'mhonored to introduce this
Bill, 2899, which is the Wrld War 1|l check off on the
incone tax form Back in Wrld War 11, there were 16.5
mllion Anericans who served in Wrld War II. There are 6
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mllion of those people still alive, today, and there's
being on Veteran's Day in the year 2000 they are going to
break ground in Washington, D.C. to build the nmenorial to
recogni ze the 16.5 mllion people who were in wuniform
during World War Il. And |I'm honored, today, to introduce
this Bill, to add that check off list to the incone tax
form in the State of Illinois. | would appreciate your
support.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady has asked for passage of House Bil
28909. And on that question, the Gentleman from Cook, M.
Lang. "

Lang: "Thank you. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Lang: "Representative, ny analysis indicates that to add this
check off you're replacing the Wonen in Mlitary Service
fund check off. Wy are we renoving that as a potential
check of f?"

Bel l ock: "That was deleted |ast year when this Bill was first
proposed. And so it was just not added back on. This Bil
proposed | ast year did pass unaninously out of the House
and then was gutted for the First Illinois Bill. And so at
that tinme is when that was deleted."

Lang: "So we've al ready del eted that?"

Bel  ock: "Yes."

Lang: "Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Gentl eman from Knox,
M. Mffitt."

Mffitt: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Bel  ock: "Yes."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Mffitt: "I certainly want to commend the Sponsor and her
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cosponsors for this effort. | think, it's |long overdue. |
do have a question, though. Have sone state, this would be
a voluntary programwhere we would be facilitating a source
of revenue, creating a situation where we could actually
generate revenue on a voluntary basis. Have sone states,
actually, contributed to this nenorial where the state
funds thensel ves were used?"

Bel | ock: "Yes, t hey have. Twenty-two states have already
contributed in some formor another, either on a check off
on their inconme tax formor in a donation outright by the
state.”

Moffitt: "An outright contribution.”

Bell ock: "And that's another Bill that probably is going to be
i ntroduced 1in appropriation. That could be... there were
987 thousand people fromthe State of Illinois and that's
been what the World War Il nenorial fund has been asking to
donat e. But | don't know where that's gonna go, so we had
already introduced this Bill."

Mffitt: "Okay. | think this is excellent, but | think, in
addition to this..."

Bel l ock: "Right."

Mffitt: "... as a state, we need to |look at the state making a
contribution. It would sinply conplinment what you're doing
here. | hope that's |l ooked at. I'msure you'll follow up

on that and | would certainly work with you. But | think

we need to, as a state, support this effort. Thank vyou
very nmuch. "

Bel l ock: "I agree, Representative Mffitt."

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentlenman from

Vermlion, M. Black."
Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. It's hard to hear in

her e. | think, Representative Mffitt asked the question
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that's on ny mnd. And that is, if the Sponsor would

yield, ny question is..

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Sponsor yields."
Black: "This wll not generate any noney for the Wrld War |
menorial until your taxes are figured and paid a full year

from now And it's the intent of the private organization
rai sing noney for this to have the groundbreaking before
that tinme. | think, Representative Mffitt, asked you the
question, but | really couldn't hear either the question or
the answer. It was ny understanding that there was to be
an appropriation Bill where we would actually appropriate,
| believe they've asked for a dollar for everyone who
served in Wrld War 1. |Is that appropriation Bill making
its way through the process or was | m sinfornmed?"

Bel lock: "No. That is making its way through the process in the
Senate, right now "

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Bellock: "And | agree with Representative Mffitt that we should

support both."

Black: "I think that's very inportant that we do both. The Wrld
War Il generation, ny father's generation, ny father wll
be 83 in April, we can't delay. There aren't many of them

left. And | would think that we would want to dedicate
this while sone of themare still around. It was a... as
Tom Brokaw s book said and | agree whol eheartedly, this was
probably the greatest generation this country's ever seen.
| certainly intend to support your check off, but |I would
urge whoever is running the appropriation Bill, to follow
suit. And | thank you very nuch for your indulgence in
answering the question.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Lady from Cook,

Representative Currie."”
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Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. | would just like to reinforce the
point that Representative Black just nade. I have

Speaker

information fromthe American Battle Mnunents Conm ssion.
Twenty-three states have al r eady passed | egi slation
providing for a one tinme appropriation matching dollar per
i ndi vidual who served in World War I1. In 1999, anong the
states that passed the legislation was New York for $1.7
mllion, Pennsyl vani a at 1.3 mllion, actual ly,
Pennsyl vania decided to up the ante and sent 2 mllion and
California which was over a mllion dollars, as well. I
have apprised the President of the State Senate, M. Philip
himsel f, a veteran of this information fromthe conm ssion
because | know he has conmpani on | egi sl ation to
Representative Bellock's in that chanber. So | wll vote
to support passage of House Bill 2899, but | think it
behooves Representative Bell ock and Senate President Philip
to try to advance t he al ternate appr oach, t he
strai ghtforward appropriation of $987,000 fromthe State of
II'linois for this worthwhile nmonunent."”

Brunsvol d: "Representative Bellock to close.”

Bell ock: "Oh, absolutely, | agree with what you said and | hope

Speaker

that we will give a direct appropriation besides allow ng
this to be on the incone tax formso that people in the
State of Illinois will feel that they're a part of giving
this donation. And as a previous Arny wife and having a
father and three uncles who served in Wrld War 11, |
appreci ate your support of the vote in naking Illinois the

24t h state to donate.”

Brunsvol d: "The Lady's asked for the passage of House
Bill 2899. All in favor say 'aye' or vote 'aye'; al
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who

wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
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Cerk

Speaker

Jones,

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

M. Cderk, take the record. And on that question, there

are 115 voting 'yes', 0 voting '"no', O voting 'present'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,
is hereby declared passed. M. Cerk, House Bill 3355.
Read the Bill."

Rossi: "House Bill 3355, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the

I1linois Public A d Code. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Brunsvol d: "Representative Lou Jones. House Bill 3355,
Representative Jones. Third Reading."
L.: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
House Bill 3355, the Bill requires the Illinois Departnent
of Human Services to contract every two years wth the
university or research organization to review existing
research and data and produce a report on the effectiveness
of the size of the cash assistance nonthly grant, the TANF
grant. The purpose of the report is to determ ne whet her
the grant levels are adequate to achi eve the purposes of a
cash assistance program That purpose is to support
children and famlies through tenporary periods of extrene
need and to provide a adequate foundation for themto join
the work force. Sone mght ask, 'Is the Bill necessary?
Well, they haven't had a grant increase in ten years and
it's still at the level of 377 for a famly of three. This
Bill has bipartisan support and | ask for a favorable
vote."

Brunsvol d: "The Lady has asked for the passage of House
Bill 3355. I s there any discussion? The Gentleman from
Verm lion County, M. Black."

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Brunsvol d: " Sponsor yields."
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Bl ack:

Jones,

Bl ack:

Jones,

"Representative, the Departnment of Human Services is
opposed to the Bill. Have they shared with you the reason
for their opposition?”

L.: "Yes, they did, Representative. They oppose the Bil
because they say that they already have... they've already
did this report. And | agree that they did do the report,
but the report did not go anywhere nor did they report back
to anyone. This here Bill says that you, in two years, you
have to report back to the General Assenbly the findings of
the report. They have did two reports, but they didn't go
anywhere. Nobody ever got whatever findings they had."

"Well, | guess ny concernis, if the report or a report
dealing with the subject has been conpleted, nmy notes

indicate that it's... the report is called Wen Fanlies

Leave Wl fare Behind. If, in fact, the report has been

conpleted, the fact that it hasn't been utilized may be an
issue that you want to address. But it would seemto ne
that if a report is there, the General Assenbly could pick
up the report and with our conpetent staff, on both sides
of the aisle, wutilize that report to conme up W th
| egislative initiatives. | guess, ny problemis, sinply
duplicating, at a substantial cost, you know, to do one of
these reports is a six-figure cost, a hundred and fifty,
two hundred thousand dollars. |If they've already done the
report, | guess, |I'mhaving sonme difficulty understanding
why we just want to generate another report when we,

per haps, could use the report they've already conpleted."”

L.: "Representative, the report that they did they did
that on recipients after they left. They tracked them
af t erwar ds. They did not do a report on the recipients

that are now currently on public aid. And I'd Iike to know

where you got that figure from"
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Bl ack:

Jones,

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

"Staff indicates that a report that would be nore to the
subj ect matter of your Bill has just recently been
conpleted and filed wwth the Senate. Are you aware of
t hat ?"

L.: "That's not true, Representative. |In conmttee, the
Departnent of Human Services, | nmean, Public A d admtted
that they tracked... that that report was done on famlies
after they left public aid and not while they were on
public aid, now That's what they said in commttee."

"All right. Staff is indicating that there are two
separate reports that have been filed; the one just filed
with the Senate may be the one you're interested in. |'m
| ooking for a report fromBank One on an audit, a recent
audi t, conducted. Have you seen that report by any chance?
Maybe Representative Lyons can enlighten ne. 1've just...
| think the Bank One report was on the Child Support State
D sbursenment Unit and | believe it... | nmean, | think it
got here sone tine |last week, but... Jlast Wadnesday. I
di gress, Representative. |"m sorry. That's a totally
different report. | do appreciate your indulgence. M .
Speaker, to the Bill."

Brunsvol d: "Proceed."

"I think the Sponsor, certainly all of us who have worked
wi th the Sponsor, knows of her keen interest in this topic.
And obvi ously, when the President in Wshington, said he

was gonna end welfare as we knew it, nobody was nore

surprised than I, that he actually neant it. And he had
i npl enmented the Act of 1996 and Illinois has been follow ng
that welfare reformlaw, '"welfare to work', if you wll, in

fact, have been recognized by the Federal Governnent for
our good works in that area. And while l'"'m very

synpathetic to the Sponsor's request because | think the
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Speaker

Curri e:

first few thousand recipients my have been the easy ones
to work wth, obviously, the nore difficult task now
remains to nove those people fromwelfare cash assistance
to the world of work. So | certainly don't rise in
obj ecti on on any great philosophical grounds on her Bill
| just sinply think that the reports have, in fact, been
generated at a cost of 200 or nore thousand dollars and
that the Bill, while her intent my be clear, the Bil
isn't clear. And I'm just a Ilittle worried that the
departnment may wutilize noney just sinply to change the
color of the report cover, nmassage the figures a little
bit, and we get a report that is, literally, already on
file. Soit's certainly not any significant objection on
my part, but | can't, in good conscience, vote for another
report, when in fact, the report | think we should be
dealing with has already been conpleted and filed. And |
do thank the Speaker for the allowance."

Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Bl ack. Further discussion?
The Lady from Cook, Representative Currie."

"Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | think
t he previous speaker is confused about the facts here.
There is areport that is required by |egislation adopted
at the same tine we inplenmented federal welfare changes
t hat Wil | require the departnent to nake available
i nformati on about what happens to welfare recipients after
t hey | eave the welfare rolls. That material, that
information is nmade available and analysts from various
universities are |looking at that data so that we can have a
better understanding of what happens to people who have
left TANF. Do they keep a job after they get one? How
| ong do t hey hold it? And so forth and so on.

Representative Jones' Bill, however, deals wth a far
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Speaker

McKeon:

Speaker

McKeon:

different issue and that is, what are the hurdles... what
are the barriers facing people in ternms of maki ng ends neet
while they are on the welfare rolls. Now, we all know that
no one's gonna stay on the welfare rolls |ong. No one's
gonna be out there eating bon bons at our expense. The
i ssue in Representative Jones' Bill is trying to assess how

adequately today's TANF grant, the welfare grant, serves

the needs of our children while their parents are still on
the welfare program So there is not... this is not a
duplicative Bill. It is not one that says, 'Let's change
the cover of a report.’ This asks for new data, new

information and it's critical data for us to have if we
want to make sure that children whose parents are on the
TANF rolls are actually able to eat well, to Iive under a
roof that is not |eaky, have the shoes they need to get to
school and neet all the other basic necessities of life.
That's all this Bill does. It says, 'Let's find out how
adequately we're doing for the children on public aid.'

That's what the Bill does. W should all be for it."

Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentleman from Cook,
M. MKeon."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill, please."

Brunsvol d: "Proceed."

"I think the previous speaker, on the other side of the
aisle, really, | think, 1is becomng better inforned. |
know, he spoke just briefly wth the Sponsor. But you

know, previous reports that would have been required by the
General Assenbly talk about what happens to people after

they exit the welfare system The reports covered under

this Bill is what's happening to themwhile they're in the
systemand it gives specific detail as to the kind of
information that we're asking researchers to look at. In
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Speaker

Hanos:

Speaker

Bl ack:

addition, the Bill asks that we contract wth state
uni versities, outside groups, that are independent of the
Departnment of Human Servi ces. This report deals with
fundanentally different issues of the adequacy of services,
the inpact of those services on famlies in the system
which is fundanentally different from any other report
requested by this Body and | urge your 'aye' vote."

Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Lady from Cook,
Represent ati ve Hanos."

"Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and CGentlenen. 1, too,
rise in support of this Bill and also in response to
Representative Black's statenents about this Bill. You
know, we are now well into a five year welfare reform
experinment and what that neans is, that many of our
residents are going to be thrown off of TANF in just a few
short years unless we have the ability as policy makers to
really look at who's still on welfare to be able to
eval uate what the safety net for the future should really
be all about. We, as a State Legislature, are going to
have sone very inportant policy issues facing us and
wi thout this Bill and without this study that we're talking
about, we wll not be able to do our jobs well in the next

few years. And that's why we need to pass this Bill

Thank you."
Brunsvol d: "M. Black, in response.”
"Yes. Well, thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. I

appreci ate the fact that ny nane was used in debate which
gives ne a chance to, again, take the floor and to admt
freely, in front of the Body, you know, when you nake a
mstake in this chanber and you msinterpret a file, you
need to say so. | did. | nade a mstake. | was wong. |

appreci ate the Sponsor pointing out the error of what | was
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| ooking at. Wat can | say? | make m st akes. | try to
learn fromthem | intend to vote 'aye'."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Thank you, M. Black. A breath of fresh air.
Representative Jones to close.”
Jones, L.: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. | would like to add to ny

col | eague, Representative Black, you're a cosponsor of this

Bill. Thanks for the support and | ask for an 'aye' vote."
Speaker Brunsvold: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 3355
pass?' All  in favor vote 'aye'; opposed vote 'no'. The
voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted

who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? There's two peopl e who

haven't vot ed. M. derk, take the record. And on that
gquestion, there are 115 voting 'yes', 0 wvoting 'no', O
voti ng 'present’. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby decl ared passed. House

Bill 3112, M. Cerk. Read the Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3112, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
Code of Cvil Procedure. Third Reading of this House

Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Turner."

Turner, J.: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. House Bill 3112 is a
measure that this House or the House Menbers, | should say,
have seen before. It passed out of the House |I|ast year.

The Bill presented this year is identical to the Bill that
passed | ast year, sonmeway got hung up in the Senate and
hopefully, if we pass it this year, we won't have that
probl em again. But any way, the Bill provides that the
charges inposed by a hospital or a physician for copying
records may not exceed $25 for a handling charge plus 37¢
per page. It provides that the rate shall be automatically
adjusted for inflation each year and it applies these sane

charges to the records of health care practitioners,
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clinical psychologists, clinical soci al wor ker s and
|awers. |1'd be glad to answer any questions."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The CGentleman's asked for passage. |Is there

any di scussion? Seeing none, the question is, 'Shall House
Bill 3112 pass?" Al in favor vote 'aye'; opposed vote
'no' . The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? V. d erk,

take the record. On that question, there are 115 voting
"yes', 0 voting 'no', 0 voting 'present. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared

passed. M. Burke, with an announcenent."”

Burke: "Thank you, Speaker. |"d like to advise the Menbers of
the Executive Commttee that today's scheduled neeting 1is
cancel | ed. And the commttee will remain in recess until
the call of the Chair."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Thank you, M. Burke. M. derk, House Bil
3455. Please, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3455, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
Environnmental Health Practitioner Licensing Act. Third
Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from Madi son, M. Davis."

Davis, S.: "Yes. Thank you, Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the
House. House Bill 3455 changes the | anguage in the Act
dealing with appointnents to the Health Practitioner Board
at the Departnent of Professional Regulation. 1t changes
the | anguage from'a person may not serve nore than two

consecutive terns' to 'no nenber shall be reappointed for

nmore than two ternms'. This change w1l address problens
the departnent has had in filling vacanci es and keeping a
wor king majority on the board. The second change deals

with the Environnental Health Practitioners who' ve been

licensed and are over 70 years old. W would exenpt these
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Speaker

Cerk

Speaker
Bl ack:

el der Ilicensees fromthe continuing education requirenents

of the Act. And | would be glad to answer any questions."”

Brunsvol d: "The Gentleman's asked for passage of House
Bill 3455. s there any discussion? Seeing none, the
guestion is, 'Shall House Bill 3455 pass? Al in favor
vote 'aye'; opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al

voted who w sh? V. Clerk, take the record. On t hat

gquestion, there are 115 voting 'yes', 0 wvoting 'no', O
voti ng 'present’. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby decl ared passed. House

Bill 3169. M. derk, read the Bill."

Rossi: "House Bill 3169, a Bill for an Act in relation to
exenptions fromreal estate property taxes. Third Reading
of this House Bill."

Brunsvold: "M. Black."

"Thank you very much, M. Speaker. This Bill canme to ne
froma gentleman in ny district who's a nenber of the G and
Lodge of the Masonic Organization. As anended, what the
Bill does is to treat Masonic | odges in a sanme nmanner as we
did veterans' posts last year. It freezes property taxes
for Masonic | odge property at 15% of current I|evels which
is exactly what we did for veterans' group |ast year.
Furthernore, the | anguage has been tightened considerably
from the way it was introduced. It only applies to a
fraternal organization chartered by the State of Illinois
prior to 1900 or its subordinate organization or entity
that prohibits ganbling and the wuse of alcohol on the
property. Three, it 1is an exenpt entity under Section
501(c)(10) of the Internal Revenue Code. Four, whose
menbers provide directly or indirectly financial support

for charitable works. If that organization neets all of
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those criteria, they wll have their assessnent frozen by

the chief county assessnment officer at 15% of its 2000

year. And 1'd be glad to answer any questions that you
have. "
Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman has asked for passage. l's

there any discussion? The Gentleman from Ef fi ngham M.
Hart ke."

Hartke: "Yes. WII the Sponsor yield, please?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Hartke: "Representative Black, what is the fiscal inpact on this
pi ece of |egislation?"

Bl ack: "Representative, we do not have a fiscal inpact. |'mnot
about to stand before you and say that it may not have a
fiscal inmpact on local units of governnent because it is
a... when you freeze an assessnent, obviously, you reduce
t he property tax burden on their property and so,
obviously, it will have sone inpact. How nmuch, | don't
know. It would vary fromcounty to county or governnenta
entity to governnental entity depending upon the size of

the Masonic | odge, what it's assessed at, et cetera.”

Hartke: "How many Masonic |odges are we talking about in the
State of Illinois?"
Black: "Hang on, | think we have that sonmewhere. Wuld vyou

settle for a whole bunch or would you like nme to be a

little nore exact?"

Hartke: "Well, that's close enough. | guess |I'm concerned about
it just a Ilittle bit. Not all WMasonic | odges, | know
there's a Masoni ¢ hone sonewhere around Sullivan. |s that

a not-for-profit run hone? Do they break even? Wuld that
apply to that property, as well?"
Bl ack: "Chuck, it's ny wunderstanding, that that would be the

case. That they would."
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Har t ke:

Bl ack:

Har t ke:

Bl ack:

Har t ke:

Bl ack:

"I think that'd be in maybe Representative Mtchell's
district or maybe Representative Curry's. That is a huge
honme, there and |I'm just concerned about that. You know, I
know they have their |odge quarters and so forth, but I

t hi nk that honme operates for a profit, does it not?"

"Ckay. Chuck, let nme go back. | can answer the one
question that you asked ne. In 1998, there were 441
Masonic lodges in 1llinois who reported a total property

tax paynent, total, of $521 thousand. There were another
39 lodges who reported that they were already tax exenpt.
And | don't knowif that was up to the local taxing body
or how that happened and there are approxinately 84
t housand nenbers in the Masoni c organi zation."

"Well, | have no argunent wth that, with the | odge
itself, but do they operate properties for a profit? Do
they own retirenent hones? Do they own other things that
woul d al so fall under the exenption under this Act?"

"Yeah. Chuck and | think that's a very fair question.
It's nmy understanding that the Anmendnment nade it very clear
that is would be only that property that is exenpt under
501(c) (10) of the Internal Revenue Code. That it would
not, if they were running a business as the |egion and we
got into this argunent wth the VFW and the Anerican
Legion, they would have to separate out their business
entity and that would not qualify for the exenption. The
| odge neeting hall, as long as they were not using it for
sone noney raising activity, is what would qualify under
this. And | would think that woul d be why the inpact was
only $500, 000. "

"So if a Masonic lodge had a Bingo night, that would
excl ude t henf"

"And they cannot. They cannot do that by their charter in
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Har t ke:

Bl ack:
Har t ke:
Bl ack:

Har t ke:
Bl ack:

Speaker

their 1odge. They absolutely prohibit any kind of ganbling
of any kind within the lodge, and they also expressly
prohibit the sale or use consunption of alcohol within the
| odge. "

"kay. So if there is a | odge that does have an adult

refreshnent facility with it, then it would not be eligible

for the..."
“I'n ny understanding..."
property tax exenption?"
"My understanding, under this law, they certainly would
not qualify. And | really don't know if they'd even

qualify to be a | odge in good standing."

"Okay. Well, thank you very nuch for that information."
"Thank you."
Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentleman from

Madi son, M. Stephens.”

St ephens: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Gentleman yield?"

Speaker

Brunsvol d: "Gentleman yields."

St ephens: "Representative Black, does this include the Masonic

Bl ack:

lodge only or 1is it other facilities such as that are
related to the Masonic Order such as the Shrine?"
"Representative, it's nmy wunderstanding that wth the
rather tightly drawn Amendnent that only the Masoni c Lodge,
i.e., the neeting room depending on the size of that
| odge, in smaller towns, you may not have a readi ng room or
a facility that resenbles an oversized living room | guess
you could say, where sone of the nmenbers go to read the
newspaper or what have you or say hello to their fellow
Masons. And it's ny understanding that the Amendnent is so
narromly drafted that it would only be the Masoni c Lodge.
| don't think anybody else could neet the chartering

requi renent and sone of the other things that were put into
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the Bill."
Stephens: "So if | understand your answer, we're only talking

about the Masonic Lodge itself, not the Oder of the

Shrine, lonite Tenple, places like that. East St. Louis."

Bl ack: "That is my understanding, yes."

St ephens: " Ckay. | just wanted to nmake that clarification.
rise in support of your Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The other Gentleman from Madi son, M. Davis."

Davis, S.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wuld the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Davis, S.: "Yes. Representative Black, | have a couple of
gquesti ons. Did we pass out of here an exenption | aw that
exenpted veterans, VFW and Anvets facilities last vyear?
Do you recall ?"

Bl ack: "Yes. It's my understanding that we did. Al nost
identical to the assessnent freeze that's in this Bill."

Davis, S.: "Now, your Bill only concerns WMasonic tenples and
| odges, but how about, other fraternal organizations such
as Loyal Order of the Mose or Fraternal Order of Eagles
are they in current law or possibility in your Bill to have
t hem exenpt ed, al so?"

Black: "It's ny understanding fromstaff, they are certainly not

covered under current law and because of the way this
Amendnent, actually the Bill, is drafted, they would not
qualify. The Mose, the El ks, any of those fraternal
organi zations would not qualify because of the date of
charter and the fact that they may and often do serve
al cohol on the prem se and use that as a cash fl ow busi ness
to help themrun the activities of their lodge. So it's ny
understanding that, once this Bill is anended, the only
fraternal organization who would benefit from this

assessnment freeze would, in fact, be a Masonic Lodge."
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Davi s,

Bl ack:

Davi s,

Bl ack:

S.: "I'm just curious as to why the prohibition on the
serving of alcohol has anything to do with getting rid of
the property tax. How does that correl ate?"

"You know and can't give you a real good answer. | think,
in our attenpt to tighten it wup to the point that
Representative Hartke nentioned earlier; how many fraternal
organi zations were you exenpting and what would be the
property tax inpact? It was suggested that we mght have
an easier tine if we tightened up the | anguage consi derably
on this attenpt and that's what we did, quite frankly."

S.:  "Ckay. Now, is it your understanding that usually
there's one Masonic Lodge in any particular city or 1is
there nore than one in... would there be a city that you
woul d have nore than one | odge in, do you know that? " m
just curious."”

"You know, | would not be surprised, but I don't know of
any, quite frankly. | do know that sone of the testinony
i ndicated that several | odges had cl osed over the |ast few
years because they sinply do not have the fund raising
mechani smto pay the property taxes. And | think for those
people who are sonmewhat nervous about this, let ne just
tell you many people are not famliar wth the Msonic
organi zation and the charitable works they do. And if
we... | think the state has a legitimate interest in trying
to foster the spirit of volunteerismbecause if we had to
take over all of the charitable works that the Masonic and
their affiliated | odges do, such as the Shriners hospitals
and the charitable donations and the schol arshi ps and the
bl ood banks and what have you, it would be a far nore
expensive to duplicate what they do than the $500 t housand
property tax break that mght accrue in total to the

| odges, four hundred and sone | odges."
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Davis, S.: "I'mnot opposed to the Bill."

Bl ack: "No, | understand that. | understand that."

Davis, S.: "I'm just asking sone questions that | was curious
about . "

Bl ack: "Right."

Davis, S.: "Now, is Medina Country Club is that owned by the
Masons or the Shriners or... And are they gonna be exenpt?"

Bl ack: "You know, at one tine, | believe..."

Davis, S.: "Wuld the country club be exenpt under this?"

Bl ack: " No. No. O course, obviously, they don't neet the

chartering requirements, they certainly don't neet the

al cohol requirenent. And | believe, that that... |'m not
even sure that Medina Tenple still mintains the actua
ownership of that. | really don't know. But it is a

country club. ..

Davis, S.: "N ce club, too."

Black... a very nice club, and I think the PGA or the Open was
there | ast year and ny son-in-law attended. By any stretch
of the imagination, | do not believe this Bill could be
construed to exenpt that country club for property taxes."

Davis, S.: "Thank you, Representative."

Bl ack: "Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Lady from Kane,
Representative Lindner."

Li ndner: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Gentleman yields."

Li ndner: "Representative, are there any wonen in the Masons?"

Bl ack: "Not directly, no."

Li ndner: "Wy not ?"
Black: "I really don't know. It was a fraternal organization
chartered well over a hundred years ago for nen. And |

don't believe that there are wonen nenmbers in the Masonic
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Lodge. "

Li ndner: "Wen you say not directly, when you say..."

Black: "I've just been inforned by Representative More, who

arrived in the nick of time, thank goodness, she tells ne
t hat wonen have their own Masonic organi zation referred to

as the Order of the Eastern Star."

Lindner: "I just wonder about the public policy of extending a
freeze on property taxes to groups like this. | nmean, who
woul d be next? | mean, aren't the El ks a charitable

organi zati ons and what other nmen's organi zations are there
that will be requesting this if we vote 'yes' on this
Bill?"

Black: "I think it's a very legitimte question. A question that
many of us raised a year ago on the VFW and the Anerican
Legi on. There are a nunber of entities that do good works
that, | would hope, we would encourage to continue that.
Many of the organi zations you just nentioned, although, do
run a nunber of noney generating activities. | can think
of a fraternal organization in ny community that, at one
time, ran a golf course, a dining room a bar, a sw mmng

pool, so, the Masonic Lodge itself, the building itself, is

somewhat different. But you, in fact, raise a public
policy question that |I'm not going to ignore. It's
conceivable that a Bill like this could come up every year

for the next ten years. One of the reasons we tried to
tighten this up was to kind of answer the very question
that you pose. | do think this organization is somewhat
different in its structure and its outl ook and what they do
with their noney and their dues. And again, | think it's a
|l egitimate question. M only answer to you would be, if we
woul d have to pick up out of the public treasury the works

that they do and all of the affiliated groups which are not
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tax exenpt under this Bill, the Shrine for exanple and the
Shriners hospitals, the mllions they' ve raised for that,
for crippled children, for the schol arships that they run,
t he bl ood banks that they run, all of which is on a
volunteer and donated basis. | guess my concern is, for
what ever the reason, the current generation doesn't seemto
join organizations like this. The average age of many of
these organizations, i.e., the veterans' post from/l ast
year, are getting way up the scale. And | think, for the
simlar reason that | voted for the VFWand Anerican Legi on
Bill last vyear, | certainly intend to vote for this this
year. But the question you raised is, there's no question.
| won't tell you that it is not some concern to many people
because at sone point sonebody's gonna have to say 'no' and
| understand that."

Lindner: "And | understand the veterans' organization, certainly,
sonething like that, but I'"'mnot sure this is the kind of
thing that we should be doing."

Bl ack: "Ch."

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentleman from
Kankakee, M. Novak. M. Novak?"

Novak: "Thank you, M. Speaker. M. Black?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Gentleman yields."

Novak: "Bill, is this the sane nethodology as Representative
Cowishaw s Bill? Dealing with the veterans' organi zati on.
s that the sane property tax relief nethodol ogy? Yeah."

Bl ack: "The assessnent freeze |language is exactly the sane as

suggested by the Departnent of Revenue that that's the only

way you can do it and neet t he gquestion of
constitutionality. You cannot exenpt anyone from al
property taxes on a Bill |like this according to the

Departnent of Revenue."
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Novak:

Bl ack:

Novak:

Bl ack:

Novak:
Bl ack:
Novak:
Bl ack:

Novak:
Bl ack:

Novak:
Bl ack:
Novak:
Bl ack:
Novak:

Bl ack:
Novak:
Bl ack:
Novak:

Bl ack:

"Wbul d you consi der an Amendnent to include the Knights of
Col unbus bui I di ngs?"

"I"d prefer not to take it back to Second Reading. | have
no objection if you want to pursue that in the Senate."

"I mean, | don't have anything against the Masons, but
this is like.."

"I understand. And | think, at one tine Phil, they
probably were included, but Representative Davis brought up
one of the reasons why we had to tighten it up. There were
a nunber of fraternal and civic organizations that would
have qualified..."

"For sure."

under the original |anguage."”
“I't's a 501..."
"And | think the locals, | would have had a very difficult

time had we not tightened it up.”

"Do they have to be 501(C)(3s)?"

"No, in fact, it's a different category altogether. It's
a 501(Q)..."

" Four ?"

"Ten, | think, isn't it?"

"Ch, (O (10)°?"

"Yeah, 501(C)(10)."

"Ckay. So that would, essentially, exclude rotaries and

Lions Clubs and 'cause | think, they're 501(C)(3s), aren't
t hey?"

"Yes."

"Ckay. "

"And of course, now, |I'malso nenber of a rotary."

"How about the Mbose? M. Mautino just indicated... how
about the Moose | odge?"

"Well, I'"'mnot a nenber of the Moose. But nmany of these
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Novak:

Bl ack:

Novak:

Bl ack:

cl ubs do not maintain a physical presence that they own and
pay property taxes on. | know, when | was in the Rotary,
we woul d kind of go fromrestaurant to restaurant wherever
t he noon neal was the best deal, quite frankly."

"What is the nonetary value on this Bill. Wat is the hit
on | ocal governnments?"

"Yes. The fiscal inpact of and |I apol ogize, we did find
it after Representative Hartke asked us that question,
statewide, would be $540 thousand. So you divide that
anong hundreds of taxing bodies, | don't think it wll
place a burden, an undue burden, on Jlocal wunits of
governnment. The only group to testify against the Bill was
the 1llinois School Alliance and | understand that. |
understand their concern.”

"Wel |, you know you've heard, again, with all due respect
to the Masons, but you' ve heard of the nose under the tent
theory. | nmean, if this should becone | aw then the Knights
of Colunbus and all these other groups should cone before
this Body and ask for the sane treatnent. | nean, you
can't disagree with that, right?"

"No. Representative, |I'mnot about to stand here and tel
you that | disagree. As Representative Lindner pointed
out, it's a legitimte question of public policy and |
t hi nk, many of us knew that |ast year wth the veterans
hones. | guess, the reason | agreed to carry the Bill and
let me just say for the record and | don't believe it's any
conflict of interest, because | certainly have no
financial, nothing to gain financially by being a Mason,
but I ama Menber of the Anchor Lodge of the Valley of
Verm |ion. And | got to thinking in talking with sone of
t he Masoni c brothers who brought this Bill to ny attention

from the Grand Lodge. This is a little different
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organi zation than many in that they don't run ancillary
busi nesses out of the 1lodge and that they do raise and
support to the tune of mllions of dollars a year in
charitable good works. But that in no way di m nishes the
i nportance of your question. | would not be surprised if
we see one or two of these Bills a year for the next three
or four years. The reason being, when you and | were much
younger, we joined a variety of organizations and it wasn't
unusual . | travelled often to Kankakee in ny days as a JC
and t he Kankakee JC Chapter had well over a 150 nenbers.
And that's where | first net the Pangle brothers, who are
indelibly marked in ny nenory."

Novak: "Who did you nention?"

Bl ack: "The Pangle brothers. Don' t you r emenber f or mer
Represent ati ve Pangl e?"

Novak: "It's been a while."

Bl ack: "Yes, hasn't it."

Novak: "Yeah, | re..."

Black: "Well, it's been about 30 years ago in ny case, but you do
that sane tour today and | don't even know Phil, if
Kankakee still has a JC Chapter, for exanple. And at one
time they had well over a hundred nenbers. And you can

find menbers of alnost any fraternal or civic organization,
t oday, nmenbership is a problem W don't seem to be
joiners in this particular generation.”

Novak: "Ckay. Thank you, M. Black. No further questions.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Lady from Cook,
Represent ati ve Hanos."

Hanos: "WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Hanos: "Representative Black, | know you've been asked a I|ot of

gquestions already, but sonetinme ago when | had a chance to
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|l ook into and to start working with some Masons, | | earned
that there was no information about them That their
byl aws, in fact, protect their secrecy. Their wves and
famly nenbers aren't even allowed to know what goes on at
their neetings."”

Bl ack: "Representative?"

Hanos: "Their rituals are a secret and this is a taxpayer subsidy
of this and we don't even know really what they do."

Bl ack: "Representative, what you have just said is not true. |t
is a runor that has been pronmul gated for years. | have in
this file and will give you a packet of everything they are
and everything they do that was handed out to every nenber
of the Revenue Commttee. The only thing secret about them
is the ritual within the |odge. Anything they do, anything
they are, anything they stand for is in black and white. A
nunber of publications that I wll be nore than happy to
share with you. It is not a secret organization and that
has dogged the Masons for years."

Hanos: "That's all."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Lady from Cook,
Representati ve Sharp."

Sharp: "WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Sharp: "Representative Black, can you tell me why the vyear of
1900 was picked for the cut off?"

Black: "It was to tighten up the exenption, Representative, so
t hat dozens, if not hundreds, of fraternal and civic
organi zations would claim the freeze wunder the Bill
That's the reason it's there. And the only organization
that | know of that was chartered by the State of Illinois
prior to 1900 would be a Masonic |lodge. It was chartered

prior to the Gvil War."
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Shar p:

Bl ack:
Shar p:
Bl ack:
Shar p:
Bl ack:

Shar p:

Bl ack:

Shar p:
Bl ack:
Shar p:
Bl ack:

"Representative, |'ve heard a | ot of Representatives talk
about some very influential different organizations, but
the one thing that sticks in nmy mnd is that, the Eastern
Star they are a sister of the Masons. And | don't think
that we should look at themany differently because they
are part of the Masons and if we just deal with the nen
aspect of it, what about the wonmen's aspect of it?"

"Representative, they use the sane | odge."

"Not necessarily."

"well..."

"Not necessarily."

"Ckay. In ny experience, in Masonry, at least in ny area,
the Order of the Eastern Star, Job's Daughters, any nunber
of related organizations for wonen used the Masonic Lodge
in Danville. If it's done differently sonmewhere el se, that
may be. 1'mnot aware of that."

"I'n sonme areas, they have their owmnm building, their own
facility and so it seens that they are sisters and they are
a part of the Masons. | can't see them being excluded and
not including themin this Bill."

"Yeah. And | don't know that they are under this Bill.
woul d have to |l ook into that further. | don't think it
woul d be the intent to discrimnate between a lodge if it's
owned by the Order of Eastern Star. Your indication to ne

is the first I've ever heard that the rel ated organi zati ons

did not use the sane lodge. So as | said earlier, you
learn sonething here everyday. But | was not aware of
that."

"I's there any way that we can look into this, then?"
"Absolutely."
"Thank you."

"Should this Bill go to the Senate, | will ask the nenbers
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of the Grand Lodge, who wll come down to testify, to |ook
into that very question.”
Sharp: "Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentleman from

Randol ph, M. Reitz."

Reitz: "Thank you, M. Speaker. One thing, | guess, for
Representative Sharp, | can clarify, that the wonen do use
the |l odge, at least in ny |ocal area, Wnda. My  not her

bel ongs and they use the sane | odge. Representative Bl ack,
| commend you on this piece of legislation. | think
there's a lot of fraternal organizations, as we said
before, that could use this assistance. | know serving on
the County Board and serving on the Board of Review that we
| ooked for ways to try and hel p organi zati ons that are part
of the community and that | know, in our area, serve a |ot
of our senior citizen centers and things of that nature.
So | appreciate your efforts here and I'm proud to be a
cosponsor. | was just wondering, is this related in any
way to Representative Bost's Master Mason Bill that he had
a couple of years ago or...

Black: "I'm not sure whether he was tal king about cenent workers
or what. But |I'mnot gonna touch that, Representative."

Reitz: "Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? M. Harris."

Harris: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Representative Black, I'd Iike
to comend you for this Bill here. My father and ny
deceased not her they were Masons and Eastern Stars and |
have other nmenbers of nmy famly that are Masons and Eastern
Star. And I'mjust trying to figure out a way to | earn how
to ride that goat. But again, | comend you for this piece
of legislation. Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Black to close.™
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Black: "So nuch for the secrets. Thank you very nuch, M.
Speaker and Ladi es and Gentlenen of the House. | don't

bring this Bill to you lightly. Wen you' re only all owed
to nove three Bills and this canme to ne rather late, this
was not ny initiative. It was brought to nme by nenbers of
the Grand Lodge, one of whom resides in ny |egislative
district. | think the G and Master, M. WIlie Evans, who
testified at the Revenue Commttee, from Chicago, stated
the purpose and the rationale of the Bill far nore
el oquently than | can. | recognize and realize sone of the
concerns t hat have been expressed and they're very
legitimate because at sone point, obviously, a t ax
assessnment reduction wll not be available to every group
founded on nobl e principles and causes. That was one of
the reasons we tightened the Bill up, as about as tightly

as we can draft it, this only affects the |odge property,

again, they cannot, as stated in the Bill. It nust be a
property that does not serve alcohol, does not allow
ganbling of any kind in its facility. |, again, ask you to
search your soul and vote accordingly. |[If by taxation

policy, we continue to inadvertently cause the dem se of
many of the volunteer organi zations that had a great deal
to do with the building of, not only of our country, but
certainly this state, | think we wll |oose a great deal
Not to nention the fact, that to pick up the cost of what
t hese organi zations, particularly the Masonic | odges, do in
charitabl e and good works, would be i mense. | ask you, in
all due respect, to vote 'aye'."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman's asked for the passage of
House Bill 3169. And on that question, all those in favor
vote 'aye'; all opposed vote 'no'. And the voting is open.

Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have
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all voted who wish? Record yourself. M. Cerk, take the

record. And on that question, there are 100 voting 'yes',
9 voting 'no', 5 voting 'present'. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. The Chair is gonna do a few housekeeping neasures
now |eading with Second and Third Readings. First, w'd
like to nove a few Bills back from Third to Second Readi ng.
M. Cerk, House Bill 3881. What's the status of that
Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3881 is on the Oder of House Bills -
Second Readi ng."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Thank you, M. Cerk. Representative Kosel.
For what reason do you rise?"

Kosel: "Are you gonna nove it back? Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Cerk, House Bill 3995."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3995 is on the Order of House Bills -
Third Readi ng."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Place that Bill on Second Reading. House
Bill 4072."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4072 is on the Order of House Bills -
Third Readi ng."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Place that Bill on Second Reading. House
Bill 3986."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3986 is on the Order of House Bills -
Third Readi ng."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Place that Bill on Second Reading. M.
Clerk, House Bill 2962. What is the status of that Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2962, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
School Code. Second Reading of this House Bill. Amendnent
#1 was adopted in commttee. No Mdtions have been filed.
Fl oor Amendnent #2..."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Flowers on Floor Anendnent
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#2."

Fl owers: "Thank you, M. Chair..."
Speaker Brunsvold: "Excuse ne..."

Clerk Rossi: "... offered by Representative Flowers has been

approved for consideration.”

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. derk. Representative
Fl oners. "

Fl owers: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enmen of the
House. There was a little concern about the Amendnent to

House Bill 2962, and hopefully, we've worked that out. The
Amendnent relates to the health care provision of the Bill
so therefore, it is germane. And in regards to the date,
one part of the Bill wuld take effect prior to the other
so there seens not to be a problemthere. And I'll be nore
t han happy to answer any questions that anyone may have.
But just a rem nder what Anendnent #2 does. |f the school
district provides early periodic screening and diagnostic
testing servi ces, including screening and diagnostic
testing service for health care treatnment and preventive
care or any other nmeasures to correct or inprove health
inpairnment of a nedicaid eligible child, that schoo
district may be eligible for reinbursenent of federal
funds. And that's exactly what House Bill... Anendnent #2
to House Bill 2962 does. And I'll be nore than happy to
answer any questions you nmay have in regards to it."
Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady's asked for the adoption. |Is there
any di scussion? The Gentleman from Vermlion, M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. Wuld the Sponsor

yi el d?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Yes, she wll."

Bl ack: "Thank ya. Representative, | do appreciate the fact that
you took the Bill out of the record and | wll ~certainly
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defer to the Speaker's |egal counsel who assures ne that
the Bill is in the proper order and that's fine. And |
appreci ate you giving us an opportunity to have that | ooked
at . Be that as it my, |I'mnot real sure | understand
Amendnent #2. The State Board of Education is requesting
medicaid matching funds in fiscal 2001 in the amount of

$275 million. Now, does your Anendnment indicate that we're

not doi ng enough or |I'm gonna be real honest with vya, [|'m
not gonna hide behind this file. [|'ve already nade one bad
m st ake, today. Let nme just lay it right down to ya. |

don't understand what this Arendnent does."

Fl owers: "Mve over, Representative."

Bl ack:

"Thank you very much."”

Flowers: "Ckay, let's do it like this. Al right. Now, what I

Bl ack:

did here, | took existing law, okay, and that was
already... | took |l anguage from Section 14 and placed it
into Section 10. Now, in Section 14, it states, and don't
guote nme on this, but there the school was entitled to get
rei mbursenent for services provided for special ed kids,
but the school district was also entitled to nonies to be
reinbursed to them for nedicaid children also, but the
| anguage was not there. So just to keep everything
aboveboard, we put the | anguage in that particular Section
so now it wll be applicable and clear to everyone that
they too are eligible because of the nedicaid eligibility
to have rei nbursenent for federal funds."

"Ckay, now, that's where I'ma little confused. |If the
State Board requests and they've raised their request for
fiscal 2001 by 50 mllion, I was under the inpression that
the 275 mllion captured by the State Board of Education
from federal medicaid matching funds would then be

di sbursed to those schools who had filed the clains.
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Surely, the State Board isn't keeping all the 275 mllion,
ri ght?"

Fl owers: "Some school districts were not sure because the
| anguage was not there that they were eligible for the
funds for the nedicaid students. This |anguage would
clarify it..."

Bl ack: "Ckay."

Fl owers: "... because..."

Bl ack: "And..."

Flowers: "... they have always been entitled to it, but the
| anguage hasn't been there so some school districts were
hesitant about trying to collect it because the | anguage
wasn't there."

Black: "And there's nothing in the Anendnment that says the school
who, perhaps, have not filed a claim it's not your intent
that the noney be sent directly fromthe federal agency to
the school. It wll still go through ISBE and to the
school, but your Amendnent wll nake certain that the

school knows they can file a claim"”

Fl owers: "Absolutely, you're correct.™

Bl ack: "And would schools in rural area be able to get nore
nmoney?"

Fl owers: "Yes, be..."

Bl ack: "I have no further questions. Thank you very nuch."

Flowers: "My pleasure, Sir."

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentleman from
Wi teside, M. Mtchell. M. Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Mtchell, J.: "Representative Flowers, | renenber this Bill in
conmm ttee. My understanding was is that it passed out of

commttee with the provision that you would wrk on an
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Amendnment and | assune that Amendnent #2 is the Amendnent
t hat you' ve worked out?"
Flowers: "No. You're talking about the Anendnent #1. That was

the Anmendnent that we worked out in commttee. Are you

tal ki ng about the suicide Bill?"

Mtchell, J.: "Okay. Can you tell nme a little bit about
Amendnent #1, again? | know that that's not the reason
here, but...

Fl owers: "Anendnment #1 Representative, deleted the entire Bill

and what we did there, it was up to the school's districts
if they wanted to teach about suicide. And so rather than
making it perm ssive, we changed that Section. W took it
from permssive and put it so they nust teach as part of
the curriculum of clinical depr essi on and sui ci de
prevention."

Mtchell, J.: "So, Arendnent #1..."

Flowers: "It was in the wong Section. Anendnent #1 was in the
wrong Section."

Mtchell, J.: "Well, | understand that, but..."

Flowers: "It created a new Act and so what we did... W didn't
want to create a new Act. So the provision was already in
the Bill, but it was down in the perm ssive Section so we
just took it out of permssive and put it into where it is

required that it be taught.”

Mtchell, J.: "Ckay. Anmendnment #1 becones the wunderlying Bill,
correct?"

Fl owers: "Yes."

Mtchell, J.: "Ckay. Vell, | think I'"lIl just wait and ask ny
guestions on Third when we get to that point. Ckay. I
don't really have any questions wth Anendnent #2. | do
under st and where you're headed with that. And I'Il just

del ay ny questioning. Thank you."
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Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady has asked for the adoption of Floor
Amendnent #2. Al in favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The

‘ayes' have it. And Anmendnment #2 has been adopted.

Furt her Anmendnent s?"

Clerk Rossi: "No further Anmendnents. A fiscal note has been
requested on the Bill that has not been filed."
Speaker Brunsvold: "The Bill shall remain on Second Reading. M.

Clerk, what's the status of House Bill 2985?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2985 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. Amendnents 1 and 2 have been adopted to the
Bill. No Mtions have been fil ed. No Floor Anendnents

approved for consideration.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. M Cerk, House Bill 3036.
What's the status of that Bill? M. derk, House Bill
3239."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3239, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
Code of G vil Procedures. Second Reading of this House
Bill. No Comm ttee Amendnents. No Fl oor Anendnents. No
Motions filed."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. M. derk, House Bill 3254."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3254, a Bill for an Act in relation to
alternatives to dissection. Second Reading of this House
Bill. No Conmttee Anmendnents. No Floor Anendnents. No
Motions filed."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 3262. M. derk,

3262. "

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3262, a Bill for an Act anending the
Heal th Mai ntenance Organization Act. Second Readi ng of
this House Bill. No Commttee Anendnents. No Fl oor

Amendnents. No Mdtions filed."
Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. M. Hoeft, for what reason do

you rise?"
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Hoeft: "Thank you, M. Speaker. |If |I'd had the opportunity, 1'd

have voted 'no' on House Bill 3169."
Speaker Brunsvold: "It's been so recorded.™
Clerk Rossi: "The Rules Conmttee will neet imediately in the

Speaker's Conference Room Rules Conmttee, imediately in
t he Speaker's Conference Room"

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Cerk, House Bill 3535."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3535, a Bill for an Act to create the
Muni ci pal Assi stance Comm ssion. Second Reading of this
House Bill. No Commttee Amendnments. No Fl oor Anendnents.
No Motions filed."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 3903."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3903, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
I1linois Insurance Code. Second Reading of this House
Bill. No Commttee Anendnments. No Floor Amendnents. No

Mbtions filed.™

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 3935."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3935, a Bill for an Act anending certain
Acts in relation to parental rights. Second Reading of
this House Bill. Amendnent #1 was adopted in conmmttee.

No Motions have been filed. No Floor Anendnents approved
for consideration.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 4181."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4181, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
School Code. Second Reading of this House Bill. No
Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Anmendnents. No Mdtions
filed."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 4480."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4480, a Bill for an Act anending the
II'linois Vehicle Code. Second Reading of this House Bill
Amendnent #1 was adopted in commttee. No Mbdtions have

been filed. No Fl oor Amendnent s approved for
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consi deration."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 3840."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3840. The Bill has been read a second
time, previously. The fiscal note that was requested on
the Bill has been filed."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 4348."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 43..."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Thank you, M. derk. House Bill 1544,
1544, M. derk."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1544. The Bill has been read a second
time, previously. No Comm ttee Amendnent s. Fl oor
Amendnent #1, offered by Representative Silva, has been
approved for consideration.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Silva. Representative Cross.
For what purpose do you rise, Sir?"

Cross: "Well, | had a question of the Sponsor with respect to her
Amendnent, M. Speaker. |s she gonna do her Anmendnent ?
Can | ask the question before she does her Anmendnent ?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Cross, yes, go ahead ask your question."

Cross: "WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "W're not on that Order of Business, M.
Cross. It's out of the record.™

Cross: "Well, then | don't have a question.™

Speaker Brunsvold: "Conmmttee reports.”

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Barbara Flynn Currie, Chairperson

from the Commttee on Rules, to which the follow ng
measure/s was/were referred, action taken on February 23,
2000, reported t he same back with the follow ng
recommendation/s: 'to the floor for consideration' Floor
Amendnent  #1 to House Bill 3254 and Fl oor Amendnent #1 to
House Bill 3901."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Silva, on House Bill 1544,
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Fl oor Amendnent #1."

Silva: "Floor Amendnent #1, essentially, acknow edges that
private physicians, physician groups, as well as partners,
in the effort to provide access to quality health care to
over 2.2 mllion uninsured population. So, essentially, it
provides for a definition of the wuninsured, allows for
private physicians and physician groups to be eligible for
this grant programas long as they neet certain m nimnal
requirenents. And | urge an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Cerk, read this Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 1544, a Bill for an Act regarding
medi cal care. Second Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady has explained the Arendnent. And on
that, M. Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Cross: "Representative, does your Amendnent... Well, before I ask
the question. M understanding was at one point both the
Department of Public Health as well as the Medical Society

wer e opposed to the..."

Silva: "Representative Cross, | <can't hear a thing you're
sayi ng. "
Cross: "At one point, Representative, the Illinois State Mdical

Society as well as the Departnent of Public Health were
opposed to your Bill. Does the Anmendnent, to the best of

your know edge, take away their opposition?"

Silva: "Yes, it does.™

Cross: "Both groups?"

Silva: "Yes."

Cross: "Oh, both entities... Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? Seei ng none, t he

guestion is, 'Shall Floor Amendment #1 be adopted? Al in
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favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it. And
t he Amendnent is adopted. Further Amendnents?”
Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”
Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. House Bill 3319. M. derk,
read the Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3319, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the

School Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Kosel."
Kosel: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. Il would like to ask for
favorabl e consideration to this Bill. This Bill would form

a grant program to reduce class size in the grades
ki ndergarten through fifth grade. School districts would
apply for the grant and woul d have to reduce cl ass size by
at least five students. Class size could not be reduced
bel ow 18 students. Are there any questions?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady's asked for the passage of House
Bill 3319. |Is there any discussion? The Gentleman from
Ef fi ngham M. Hartke."

Hartke: "WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Kosel: "Yes."

Speaker Brunsvol d: "Sponsor yields."

Hart ke: "Representative Kosel, | really think this is a very good
i dea. You know, a lot of kids are really hard to handl e,

especially, if you're Kthrough five. They're smaller and
really need nore attention. Have you had a fiscal note on
this? Wat's this gonna cost?"

Kosel: "Yes, there was a note filed. W also filed an approp
Bill for that. W feel that the cost..."

Hartke: "You do have an appropriation Bill that's a conpanion
Bill with this?"

Kosel : "Yes, we do."

Hartke: "What is the appropriation Bill anounted?"
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Kosel: "Fifty, fifty mllion."

Hartke: "Fifty mllion dollars?"

Kosel : "Yes."

Hartke: "And this will be a grant just to those schools who want
to reduce that class size. Wuld this be for 100% of t hat
t eacher ?"

Kosel: "Well, excuse ne, | didn't hear your |ast coment."

Hartke: "WII| the grant be equal to 100% for the teacher's
sal ary?"

Kosel: "The grant could be wused for what the school district
decided it could be used for. So if the school district
wanted to use it to add additional classroons, if that's
what they felt would nmake the reduction, then they could
use it for that."

Hartke: "If a school had the 18 per classroomnow... Wll, let's
say | had three third grade classes and they had two at 23
and the other with 18. Could they request these funds, or
woul d they have to reduce all of their classes to 18?"

Kosel: "The way that the class nunbers of the existing schools
woul d be determ ned, would be determ ned through the rule
process and it would be ny legislative intent that that be
consi stent throughout the state. That we use the sane
figures across the state to be extrenely fair in how we do
t hat . And | would be very... | would take very carefu
note of how that was done through the state board in their
rul e-maki ng process, because | think that is the key to the
Bill. The idea behind this Bill is to give the classes..
to get the noney into the areas that need it and through
the grant process, | believe that we can do that, Sir."

Hartke: "Is there any other criteria other than the nunber of

children in a classroon? You said to put the noney in the

area that needs it. \Wat do you nean by that?"
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Kosel :

Har t ke:

Kosel :

Har t ke:

Kosel :

Har t ke:

Kosel :

Har t ke:

Kosel :

Har t ke:

Kosel :

"The areas that have the nost overcrowded cl assroons.
There is no other criteria in the Bill and that would al
be set up through the rul e-maki ng process.”

"You're gonna let that wup to the rule-making process.
What do you think your chances are of getting t he
appropriation Bill through to match this |egislation?”

"There's already $56 mllion of federal noney in the State
Board's budget for projects like this. Plus, the Governor
has commtted to this type of project.”

"This is in the State Board of Education budget that the
Gover nor requested?”

"They have $56 nillion in federal funding for class
reduction in the state budget."

"But you're designating that for K through five,
correct?"

"Mne limts it to K through five, yes, Sir."

"I's this your initiative or the Governor's?"

"This is nmy initiative and has been for two years."

"What did the Governor have in mnd when he put that in
his budget? 1Is it in sync with yours or not at all?"

"Well, last year the State Board had $5 mllion in class
reduction that was not even spent and these are funds that
actually could be enployed with it. | think the joy of
this Bill is and | believe that when we voted on it |ast
tinme, you also voted in favor of it, is that the program
can be very small or very large. It can use any funds that
are there to utilize reduction in class size because it is
a grant program And that's why | think it's such a
positive program W know how very inportant it is for
students in the |ower grades to have the right |[|earning
experience to start with and it's a very positive nove to

put the teachers where we're needed, to put the classroom
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Har t ke:

Kosel :

Har t ke:

Kosel :

Har t ke:

Kosel :

Har t ke:

space and have the attention that those students need."”

"Well, that was a very interesting statenent, but you
didn't answer the question.”

"Woul d you repeat the question, Sir?"

"The question was, what did the Governor have in mnd
when he put the $56 mllion in the budget? Ws it for
school districts that had maybe 35-40 kids in classroons
all the way across the board or was it certain areas of the
state that he was looking at? You're saying you want it in
K through five. Well, you know, | think that's a grand
idea, but if there are school districts in the State of
IIlinois that have 35 to 40 kids in seven, eight, nine

maybe all the way through, maybe that's what the Governor

had in mnd. And your Bill is not gonna fly, then because
it's not gonna be what the Governor wants. That's why |
asked you, is this in sync with what the Governor wanted

you to do?'

"You asked ne if | knew what the Governor's intent was and

no, I amnot aware of what the Governor's intent was. I
think this is a good Bill and will do wonders for the
students of the State of Illinois.”

"Would you want to pull the Bill out of the record wuntil

you find out the answer to that question?"
"No, Sir."

"All  right. | don't knowif | have any opposition to
what the Lady's trying to do, but I think that there are
probably school districts in the State of Illinois that
probably have a lot of kids in a lot of classroons and I
know it's inportant to focus on young kids, to get them
started right, the right learning habits, teaching, and so
forth, but | think we ought to |look at the broad thing,

now. You're limting this grant thing just to those K
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t hrough five. Maybe there are sone districts that the
Governor has in mnd that this should be broader than that.
Maybe it should be opened up to all school districts or
maybe certain districts that are, shall we say, on the
| oner end of the dollars that are available per pupil to
spend. And | think maybe that's where the Governor was
headi ng, 'cause generally when we have school districts
that are on the |ower end, they have crowded cl assroons
'cause they can't afford to build new cl assroons. And so
maybe that extra $50 million was to go to those districts
t hat need nore assistance just not |lowering the classes K
t hrough five."

Kosel: "Thank you for your coments. | felt that this was an
expansion on a Bill that was purposed by your side of the
aisle that only took it to third, K through three. And |
was very happy to see it go up to K through five. | think
the class reduction is very inportant no matter where we're
at, but we have studies that show that it is really
i nportant on the |ower |evels."

Hartke: "Well, | don't disagree with that at all. Thank you very
much for your answers."

Speaker Brunsvol d:  "Further di scussi on? Seei ng none,
Representati ve Kosel to close.”

Kosel: "I would ask for your favorable consideration of this
Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 3319
pass?' Al in favor vote 'aye'; opposed vote 'no'. The
voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted

who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Clerk, take the

record. And on that question, there are 115 voting 'yes',
0 voting '"no', O wvoting 'present'. This Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared
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passed. M. Cderk, House Bill 4089. Pl ease, read the
Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4089, a Bill for an Act creating the

Speaker

Lang:

Internet Voting Comm ssion. Third Reading of this House
Bill."
Brunsvold: "M. Lang."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the House.
As elected officials, we've all been concerned for sone
ti me about decreasing voter participation. That decreasing
voter participation has led us to spend lots and Ilots of
money and hire all kinds of workers just to drag peopl e out
to the polls. Now, we could renedy sone of this by,
per haps, being better public officials ourselves and by
finding nore exciting people to run for public office. But

another thing we need to do is nake it easier for people to

vote. | think it's tinme that Illinois joined the high-tech
wor | d. There are many opportunities through the |Internet
to all ow people the opportunity to vote. They' ve been

trying this in Arizona this year. They expect a five-fold
increase in the State of Arizona in the Denocratic primry
in people that vote by using the Internet. Now, we know
that Internet voting will not be perfect, today. We  know
that we have to ensure integrity of the voting process and
ensure anonymty of the voter. W know that we have to
keep polling places open so that they're not limted in
access. This Bill wll allow a conmmssion to be put
together by this General Assenbly to study and recomend to
us a nethod by which we mght institute Internet voting for
the 2002 elections and thereby, including nore people in
the political process. Mst | talked to think this is a
good idea. There's sone concern about vote fraud, | share

that concern. This commssion will not inplenment a plan
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Speaker

Bl ack:

wi thout comng back to the General Assenbly first. And |
believe if we are to help our citizens cone to the polls,
if we are to nmake it easier for them if we are to include
nore people in the political process, then joining the 21st
century, in terns of technology, is where we ought to go.
I1linois ought to be in the forefront of convincing people
that it's a good thing to be involved in the process, a
good thing to vote and | think this Bill wll take a major
step forward to including nore people in the process of
government. | ask for your support.”

Brunsvold: "The Gentlenan has asked for passage. |Is
there any di scussion? The Gentleman from Vermlion, M.
Bl ack. "

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker and Ladi es of the House.
You know it's difficult and | don't have any intention of
voting against the Gentleman's Bill. | knowit's the 21st
Century. But | do, on the record, just sinply want to
state, | have had it up to here with all the excuses that
peopl e use today that they can't vote. |It's too hot. |It's
t oo col d. It's too wet. It's too dry. It's too
difficult. 1've had it up to here with that excuse. An
hour ago we put the World War Il nenorial check-off ball ot
or the Bill out of here wth a unani nous vote as we should
have. Wien | think of what that generation went through
year after year, in foxholes, in nud and blood and a half a
mllion of "emdied to give ne the right to continue to
vote in a free election. | don't have any tine or patience
for anybody today who tells nme it's too hard to vote. It's
too hard to register. That's a cop-out. That's a cop-out.
If that's all these people think about, what people have
given us, a republic, a denocracy and all of the people

that have sacrificed over the years, you can register by
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mai |, you can register by postcard. Now, | assume, and |'m
not gonna vote against the Gentleman's Bill, | know we're

Speaker

Bol and:

in the 21st Century and tinmes have changed and so now, we
may be able to vote by Internet. Wat wll it be next?
The glare of the screen is too hard on their eyes so they
can't vote. At sonme point, elected Bodies in all 50 states
are gonna say, 'If you don't want to vote, then, by God,
don't wite nme any letters and don't conplain.' People
shoul d get out there and vote and I've had it wup to here
with all the excuses to why they don't. 1'Il vote for this
stupid Bill, but anybody conmes to ny office and tells ne

that they won't vote wunless they can vote over the

I nternet, you know what I'mgonna tell 'em go sonewhere
el se. G to Cuba. CGo to Haiti. Go to Brazil. Go to the
ol d Sovi et Union. You're too tired to vote, then go

somewhere el se. And nobody will do it. Nobody will do it.
s anybody in this chanber gonna get an old | eaky rowboat
tonight and row to sone other country? W're still the
beacon of the world, the best country ever devised by
mankind and |I'm just sick and tired of hearing this
whi ni ng. It's too hard to vote. You' ve got to nake it

easier. Ah, bal oney."

Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Black. You' ve got the board
all it up. The Gentleman from Rock Island, M. Boland."
"Thank you, M. Speaker. Although, probably nost of us

agree with what Representative Bl ack had said and how very
inportant it is that people vote and really there isn't any
excuse. But | do believe that this is a good Bill because
this noves us into the 21st Century and especially, |
think, will help to encourage voting by a denographic group
that has had, sad to say, very low voting turnout, as of

now, and that is our youngest voters. Qur youngest age
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group of 18 to 21 and up to 25 have had the | owest voter
turnouts of any age group. That's very sad because those
fol ks have the nost to gain, really. They have their whole
lives ahead of themand voting and hel ping to el ect good
peopl e and voting in referenduns for various issues can
help to make their lives a little bit better. So | believe
though that that age group also, is the one that is nost
conversant wth the Internet, wth conputers and wth
voting, far nore than those of wus who are quite a bit
older. So | believe that this type of Bill that wll
encourage our young people, in particular, to take part in
the el ectoral process. |If this encourages 'em | Dbelieve,
that sonmeday we may all be voting this way. Mybe it won't
happen in our lifetine, but it is the wave of the future
and | think that the State of Illinois, being the Land of
Lincoln, should take a lead in this and nove to the
forefront of those states and nmake this possible. Thank
you very nuch."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Gentl eman from Cook,
M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."
Par ke: "Representative, you, in your opening statenents, said
that you talked to a | ot of people who want this. How do

you determne a lot of people? D d you survey the people
of I'llinois? Wat kind of proof is there, to us, that in
fact, people want this or is this just an exercise that's
gonna waste taxpayers' noney and Legislators' tinme and
energy trying to figure out this is a good idea? Wat
basis do you say that people want this?"

Lang: "Well, first, let nme say that |1've talked to quite a few of

our colleagues on this floor that think the tine for this
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Bill has cone. But second, you ask what ny evidence is.
As you know Representative, |'ve spent quite a bit of tine
the last year travelling the State of Illinois."

Par ke: " \Why?"

Lang: "And as |'ve talked to people around the State of Illinois,

Par ke:

Lang:

this is an issue that has cone up fromtinme to tine and
they seempub... help the general public, that I've talked
to, seens to think this is a good thing to do to increase
voter participation in our state.”

"So you have no other than those people who vyou' ve
selected to talk to. You really have no basis that this is
really sonmething that's gonna work and that this is a good
idea. So let nme ask you anot her question. Have you tal ked
to senior citizens about going on and using conputers? Do
you have any idea how nmany peopl e above the age of 65 are
using conputers, now and have any famliarity W th
conput ers?"

"Representative, it's inportant to note that this Bill does
not disenfranchi se anyone. You know, in the State of
Arizona, they're doing an Internet voting this spring in
the Denocratic prinmary. And they nade a serious m stake

when they set that up because they closed sone polling

pl aces. That di senf ranchi sed peopl e. Thi s won' t
di senfranchi se anyone. | f you don't have a conputer, you
don't have to vote on the Internet. |If you don't like a

conputer, you don't have to vote on the Internet. This
provi des an additional way for people to vote. | agree
with many of the things the Gentlenen on your side of the
aisle said regarding the responsibility of people to vote.
In Europe, they have 70, 80, 90% turnouts in elections.
Wiy they feel a greater responsibility to vote than people

in Arerica, | can't tell you. But | can tell you that when
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Par ke:

Speaker

Par ke:

only 30 or 35 or 38% of the people in our state vote in an
election, it inpairs our denocracy and it limts our
ability to get peoples' trust. And | believe strongly,
that it's our responsibility to try to do nore to get
people to vote. So | haven't tal ked, specifically, to
senior citizens regarding this Bill, but if this Bil
passes or does not pass, won't affect the ability of a
senior citizen to vote."

"M . Speaker, to the Bill."

Brunsvol d: "Proceed."

"I understand the effort that the Sponsor wants to do to
get nore people to vote, but you know, this is still a
denocr acy. If people want to take part in their
governnment, they have the responsibility to go to the polls
and vote and they ought to vote the way we have it
structured now. Now, | have been watching the Internet
wth interest over the last couple years and what frightens
me nost of all is the amobunt of people who are starting to
spend noney on the Internet. And | have heard, in the | ast
three nonths, about how nany systens have been purged
because of people getting into the systemthat are not
supposed to be there. That there is a trenmendous anmount of
fraud going on along the Internet and | believe that there
IS no system that can protect the Internet. | have seen
that the Pentagon has been purged, that nmjor business
corporations, international corporations have all Dbeen
conprom sed because people have been able to hijack into
those systens. This opens up the ability for fraud even
nore so than we have seen in the past. You know, there's
an old saying in the Gty of Chicago that when you die they
say they want to be buried in Chicago because that way they

al ways get to vote. And | would like to think that we have
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taken away a lot of that fraud through the electronic

voting that we've done in terns of people being able to

have their ballots counted. | think this is a bad
precedent . | think it allows fraud to get in on
unprecedented ways. This 1is dangerous and | know that's

not the intent of the Sponsor. But there's no protections
that we can put into this systemto nmake sure that it's
fraudless. | would ask the Body to vote 'no' on this.
This just isn't a good idea."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Lady from Cook,
Representative Silva."

Silva: "WIIl the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Silva: "Representative Lang, what happens to people that do not
have access to a conputer?"

Lang: "Nothing happens to them Let me tell you because sone
have m sunderstood this. As | said, in the State of
Arizona, when they put in the Internet voting they shut
down sone polling places. | think that's a terrible thing
to do. We should never stop having in person voting in
precincts the way we do now. W should not Iimt access to
a ballot. This increases access to a ballot to those who
have conputers or to those who can get to a place where
there are conputers. Perhaps, they don't have a conputer

at hone, but they do at work. This will enable nore people

to vote in an easier fashion. It will not disenfranchise
anybody. "
Silva: "Let ne ask you a question. So one could conceivably, if

you're poor and you don't have a conputer, you m ght be
able to go to a library?"
Lang: "Correct."

Silva: "Could you go to a public office?"
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Lang:

Si | va:

Lang:

Si | va:

Lang:

"Presumabl y, you could access the database to cast your
vote fromany PC that had a nodem "

"From any PC. So how do we... are there provisions to
ensure that, perhaps, the dead don't vote?"

"Provi... I"'msorry. | didn't hear you."

"Otentinmes, we've heard in the past about voter fraud.
And if you could use any PC anywhere, how woul d you ensure
t hat dead people don't vote?"

"In the states that are doing this, every person that would
vote would get a password. That would be their password.
Now, they have to still come up with software that wl|l
work to make sure that when you access the system through
your password, not only are you the person, but that your
vote can't be traced back to you because if it could, then
everyone would know how you voted. And so let's renmenber
what this Bill does. It <creates a study commssion to
recoomend Internet voting to wus in tinme for the 2002
el ection. | amvery concerned about vote fraud. | amvery
concerned about making sure of the integrity of the vote
process. There's nothing in this Bill that says that we're
not concerned about that. W need to nake sure that the
systemworks. But it seens to nme that in the year 2000 and
as we approach 2001 and 2002, there are conpani es out there
wor ki ng on these systens as we speak and we nmust join the
21st century and nake it easier for people to vote. That's
all this Bill does. It lets the General Assenbly appoint a
16 Menber commission to provide a plan for Internet voting.
W would still have to pass any final Bill that woul d anend
the Election Code, not the conm ssion, we would have to do
that. Al we're saying here, today, is that we endorse the
potential of Internet voting and that a comm ssion should

go ahead and study it and give us their recomendations.”
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Si | va:

Lang:

Si | va:

Lang:

Si | va:

Speaker

"WIIl they al so be given recommendati ons because there are
people that do a whole | ot of absentee casting of ballots.
| s that sonmet hing your comm ssion's gonna study?"

"I presune it will. So, if you' re away or you' re a student
at school or you're on a trip and you can't get back, if

you can get to a conputer, wherever you are, you could vote

w thout voting absentee. | think that would enhance the
system "
"Well, although I do want nore access for people to vote

sone of the concerns that | have relate to safeguards for
voter fraud, abuse of absentee balloting. We under st and
that it, you know, at tines seniors can't get out, but we
also know the difference when that kind of absentee
balloting is abused, where entire famlies vote even though
they don't qualify under the guidelines."”

"Representative, | share your concerns. | think the
comm ssion should study all of those things and nmake all of
those a part of its final report to us. Again, we wll

have to consider the report and determ ne whether we w |

pass a law inplenenting its recomendations. You're
exactly on point. That's exactly what they should be
looking at. I'min total agreenent with you, but until we

put the plan together to have this studied, we won't be
able to access the power of the Internet to inprove our
political system"”
"Thank you."

Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentleman from

DuPage, M. Tom Johnson."

Johnson, Tom "WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker

Brunsvol d: " Sponsor yields."

Johnson, Tom "Lou, this is just setting up a comm ssion to study

this. Are there other states that have already started
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this process? You nentioned Arizona. Are there other
states?"

Lang: "The State of Alaska is involved in putting a plan
together. | don't knowif they're voting with that this

year or not and there are several other states |ooking at
it and | don't have the list. But there's no reason we
shouldn't be in the forefront."

Johnson, Tom "Have you gathered research in terns of these other
states and what they've done and the procedures that

t hey' ve taken to get there?"

Lang: "Well, we have a little research, but the fact is, that |
don't think Illinois is ready today if... Representative,
if you were to have a Bill today to inplenent Internet
voting today, | wuld say we're not ready to do it. |

woul d say were not ready to do it because we don't yet have
the software to ensure that there's no voter fraud, to
ensure that your vote 1is properly counted, but is still
anonynous so that it can't be traced to you. These are
definitely sonme issues. And so we're not ready to do this.
That's the purpose of the comm ssion."

Johnson, Tom "No, | understand that. What is the cost of this
comm ssion? What will it cost to set this up and operate
it for two years?"

Lang: "Well, | don't believe it will cost very much because the
menbers of this conm ssion get no salary. They're to get
expenses when they neet, just |ike nmany ot her comm ssions
we have around here, that would be the sumand total cost."

Johnson, Tom "And that conm ssion cost cones out of t he
| egi sl ative budget, does it not?"

Lang: "I would presune it does."

Johnson, Tom " Ckay. | have one other question, here. Has the

Speaker endorsed your idea of form ng a new conm ssion?"
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Lang:

"I haven't discussed this with the Speaker, but as you
know, the Bill's out of Rules and out of commttee and on

t he House Fl oor, that should speak for itself."

Johnson, Tom "Okay. | guess, | have a problemw th part of the

Lang:

process around here, Lou. You know, in no uncertain terns
were we told in the Spring Session, when we had the Bil
out here concerning the recodification of the Crimnal Code
and that Bill, of course, provided for a comm ssion. Your
Speaker, at that point, put the brick on and said it is the
policy of this Speaker that we wll form no nor e
comm ssions. Now, if you want to forma task force, we can
form a task force. And now, what we're doing here... Wy
woul dn't we just do a task force? Wiy would we go to the
total cost of a commssion? Wy are you permtted under
this scenario, to do a comm ssion when, in fact, sonething
that | think many of wus would agree is an extrenely
i nportant issue, nanely, the recodification of the Crim nal
Code? And there's another one, a conmssion dealing wth
oversight of prisons are, in fact, bricked by your Leader.
This seens to be a pretty selective noving forward of
letting a Bill go, for a conm ssion, when in fact, a task
force in ny opinion, would be far nore appropriate, a |ot
cheaper, and especially since there is already other states
that are in the process of doing the research. And maybe
you can answer for your Speaker, how it's working over
there this year."

"Well, Representative, | hesitate to speak for anybody
else. Let nme tell you that over the years, |I've had Bills
creating conm ssions that have not gotten out of Rules,

either. | wll tell you very honestly..."

Johnson, Tom "M ne got out of Rules.™

Lang:

that | have not discussed this Bill with the Speaker,
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there was no rank pulled, | introduced a Bill, here it is
on the floor. | can't speak for why it's here other than

it got out of Rules and the Menbers of the Elections
Committee, on a vote of 9 to 1, thought this was a good
thing to do. This wll cost no nore noney than a task
force, Representative."

Johnson, Tom "Is the Speaker here, today? WMaybe he could cone
out from wherever he is..."

Lang: "I have no idea where the Speaker is."

Johnson, Tom "... and clarify this whole issue of starting of
new conmmi ssi ons. "

Lang: "Wiy don't we try to limt our debate on this Bill to this
Bill, Sir."

Johnson, Tom "Well, I'm just trying to get an answer and |

figured since..."

Lang: "I don't have that answer."
Johnson, Tom "... you were in Leadership..."
Lang: "You know, we have at taxpayers expense, e-mail, now. I

woul d suggest you e-nail the Speaker a nmeno and try to get
a response fromhim"

Johnson, Tom "All right. WlIl, thank you, Lou. | think it's a
good idea to study this issue, but I do think that this
whol e issue in ternms of selectively saying we'll form a
comm ssion here or we won't. The bottomline, we all know
the problens of creating comm ssions. And 1, basically,
agreed with the Speaker and in fact, ny own Leader, that
maybe the time has cone that we don't need to form a
comm ssion to study everything that, in fact, task forces
are just as good, a whole |lot cheaper, and especially where
there's a ot of research available. Oher than that, you
have a good idea; we need to study this issue. No doubt

about it. But the format and the selective process, that
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evidently your side of the aisle is now enploying, seens to
me a little unjust.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Lady from Cook,
Representative Howard."

Howard: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."

Howard: "Representative Lang, let ne probably be the first to
congratulate you for t he courage to sponsor this
legislation that wll hopefully bring the State of
II'linois, at sone point in time, into the 21st century
regarding the electoral political system"”

Lang: "Thank you."

Howard: "Congratul ations, | comend you for that. A couple of
questions. Can you tell nme, in the nost recent election in
Arizona, was this wused for everyone or were individuals
able to nmake a decision about whether they wanted to do
t hi s?"

Lang: "In the State of Arizona, they nmade what | thought was a
fatal error..."

Howard: "Which was?"

Lang: "... in the construction of their Internet voting. The
Bill allowed anyone to vote on the Internet, but in so
doi ng, they shut down polling places |imting access to the
ball ot to people who, as you know where we live in Chicago
and Cook County, people don't have to go very far to vote.
They shut down a lot of polling places in Arizona. | don't
think that's a good thing to have done, in fact, | think it
probably is a violation of Federal Lawto restrict access
to the polls, so they nmade an error there. They did allow
anybody to vote either way, but they shut down polling
pl aces. | think we should all ow anyone to vote either way,

but keep all polling places open. Many people are afraid
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Howar d:

Lang:

Howar d:

Lang:

of conputers, despite our efforts on t he Conmput er
Technol ogy Conmttee. Many people don't have conputers,
|'"'maware of that. But this is... the goal here is to get
nore people involved without restricting anybody's access
or right to vote."

"M . Speaker, can | ask please that | have sone attention
tothis Bill! | amhaving a lot of difficulty wth the
background noi se. Thank you. So, M. Lang, we now
certainly understand that, perhaps, that is sonmething that
we need not think about if we, in fact, ever nmake a
decision to go this route. That we will not cut off the
rights of people who, in fact, do not want to do this."

"I think, it would be a terrible thing to do in our effort
to get nore people involved in the process, to pass a |aw
that opens it up for some, but restricts it for others. W

cannot do that if we're gonna have any integrity in the

voting process at all, Representative."
"Next question. |I'mhearing a lot from ny colleagues
about the potential of fraud. | guess |'ve been voting for

a long tine and there have been several different nanners
of voting and each tine there's always the sane question
about whether or not there's sonething that can be done to
mnimze the possibilities of fraud. I'"'m certain that
those kinds of issues or those kinds of concerns would be
expressed as we are conducting the study that vyou talked
about, am| correct?"

"Well, you're absolutely correct and | appreciate the
question. That's why we're creating this conm ssion rather
t han having you or I or any Menber of this Body sit down
and draft a Bill that inplenments Internet voting. W need
to bring experts to the table to tell us howto nmake sure

we get the right software, how to nmake sure we have the
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Howar d:

Lang:

right security systens, how to nmake sure there's no voter
fraud. Those are inportant issues and when this conm ssion
reports back to this House, | will not be voting for a Bil
that inplements Internet voting unless it safeguards the
voting process. It's a critical issue."

"Yes. Can you, at this point, think of some ways that,
right off the top, to give any Kkind of assurances to
peopl e, right now, as to what possibly could happen? As |
was talking to sonme of ny colleagues a few m nutes ago, |
tal ked about the fact that I wll order on the Internet.
And they ask for ny credit card nunber and there are ways
that | amconfident or for the nobst part, |1'm confident
that it's going to be kept confidential and that it wll
not be used in a manner that | don't want it to be wused.
Can you think of some ways that, perhaps, this study wll
reveal that this kind of concern, perhaps, mght not be a
valid one?"

"We've heard a lot recently in the news about conputer
hackers. W' ve heard about people getting into the federal
conputers, the Pentagon, banks, schools, we've heard about
kids changing their grades. W also knowthat there's a
| ot of E-commerce, people that are buying billions of
dollars of materials and goods over the Internet and using
their credit card. And it seenms to nme that as the
technology noves forward to ensure that we keep hackers
out, we keep people fromstealing your credit card nunber,
there's no reason we should expect that we can't create
sufficient technology to keep the voting process over the
| nt er net one of integrity and one of safety. ' ve
absolutely no doubt it will be done over the next couple of
years. But you know what, Representative, |'m sure you

would agree wth me that if the comm ssion conmes back and
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says to us, 'Well, we can't guarantee safety in the voting
process.' Nei ther you or I wll vote for a change in the

El ection Code that inplenents Internet voting unless we're
sure it's safe.”

"You're absol utely right. Thank you very nuch,
Representative."
"Thank you."

Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentl eman from

McHenry, M. Skinner."

Skinner: "M . Speaker, | stand in opposition to the Internet Vote

Fraud Stinul ation Conm ssion. Now, vote fraud' s been goi ng
on a long tine. My grandfather told nme that in the
Denocratic primary election in Qeen Anne' s County,
Maryland, that a famly of eight went fromone | awer on
one side of the courthouse square to the other [|awer on
the other side of the courthouse square; one controlling
one faction, the other controlling the second faction and
to get the price up to $8, no, it was $5 a vote for a
famly of eight. M father noved to Chicago in 1958, ahead
of ny famly noving to Crystal Lake, he stayed in a single
room occupancy hotel. He nmoved to Crystal Lake in the
sumrer, he voted in Crystal Lake in Novenber of 1958. And
after the election he got a letter fromthe Denocratic ward
commtteeman thanking him for having voted in Chicago.
Now, after this Bill goes into effect, they won't have to
use snail mil, they' Il send an e-mail thank you letter.
In the year that Amazon.com can't ensure its integrity,
what on earth nmakes anybody think, that with the stakes as
high as the Presidency of the United States, that there
won't be vote fraud? Oh, conme on. W don't need a
comm ssion to do this. If you want to study it, have the

Elections and Canpaign Reform Conmttee study it or does
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Speaker

G | es:

the word reformreally hurt that nuch.”

Brunsvol d: "Further discussion? The Gentleman from Cook,
M. Gles.™

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | rise to, whol eheartedly, support this piece of
| egislation. A couple of years | was Chairman of State

Governnment and Election Reform and we brought a couple
measures before the GCeneral Assenbly to bring forth a
commi ssion to study electronic voting. And, also, sone of
you may recall that | had a display set up in the Stratton
Building in which you can, actually, on hand, physically
begin to view and to experinent wth new technology. I
recall, about three vyears ago, | was in California and I
was at a mall and of course, you know, your wife have you
at the mall and you're walking' around and | saw a booth
being set up. And these booths was set up in the mddle of
the mall and people were comng in voting electronically.
They had the hardware set up and it was on a continuous
basis, on a regular basis, for about two weeks in which an
individual can conme 1in and cast their vote and that vote
will be tabulated right there. That was about three years
ago in California. Today, the year 2001, we're here in
I1linois and we're talking' about trying to set up a
comm ssion to study sonething that is going to happen in
this country and that is the Internet is big business in
this country and is here to stay. And during that tinme, |
| ooked at sone statistics and the statistics said the State
of I'llinois we're about #34 or 35 behind the curve when it
cones to comng up Wwth neasures to bring our voting
technology into current status. W just cannot afford to
sinply just sit back and do nothing. W nust continue to

| ook at these neasures and continue to try to bring our

99


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
98t h Legi sl ative Day February 23, 2000
voting process into the newmllennium W're here, the
new m || enni um has cane, nothing has been bl own up. We're
here and we should be supporting neasures such as this.
This is going to happen and we need to take it by the horns
and deal with it. Thank you. And | fully support it and |
woul d i ke to be a cosponsor of this legislation."”
Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The Lady from Cook,
Representative Milligan."
Mul I'i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Brunsvold: "Sponsor yields."
Mul I'igan: "Representative, if the Internet 1is not secure yet,
don't you think it's a bit premature to have a conm ssion
study this before we can even ensure that your vote would

remai n secret?"

Lang: "M. Speaker, I'msorry. | could not hear. It's very
noisy in here. I'msorry, Representative."
Mul l'igan: "My question, Representative Lang, is if the Internet

is not considered secure yet, isn't it a bit premature to
have a comm ssion studying this now? Wuldn't it be nore
appropriate to wait until the technology is nore perfected
so that we would actually be studying sonething that's a
better possibility?"

Lang: "No, | don't believe so, Representative. Sone states are
doing this already and we know that there are several
conpanies in Anerica, sonme high-tech conpanies, that are in
the process of working on the security systens and the
software and the connections necessary to make this work.
| think if we wait, we will be behind the curve as we are
in Illinois on many other issues. | think we should be
ahead of the curve on this one. If, in fact, this
comm ssion cones back to wus and says, you know, the

software doesn't work, it's not ready, it's not gonna
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happen, then this General Assenbly won't do anything a year
or two from now when the report cones back. It seens to
me, we want to be ahead of the curve and if we can get
people to vote and be nore involved in our Denocracy, we

have a responsibility to do it."

Mul l'igan: "Well, aside fromthe fact that | have sone basic

concerns about having a security nunber which sonmeone could
either sell or in the home a spouse could decide how the
ot her spouse is going to vote or things like that. | nean,
there are certain basic tenents that ought to be studi ed.
But | think the underlying part of thisis, it's a little

too soon yet Dbecause we haven't got the technol ogy and

we're then precluding... | nean, are you gonna do
conm ssion after comm ssion after comm ssion? | know, and
|"ve served on many of your illustrious task forces and

that you always conme up with these wonderful ideas..."

Lang: "Thank you."

Mul ligan: "... but I think we're just a little too soon on this.
| mean, | would not feel secure even voting there for the
sinple reason that | think a |lot of people access the
information and I don't think we can secure that yet. 1In a
state where we could not even get human services prograns
on-line, how do you think we're gonna do voting on the
| nt er net ?"

Lang: "Well, firstly Representative, those task forces you
referred to... and |I'm always happy to have you on board on

those task forces, those are task forces that are reacting
to crisis. W had a crisis in nental health, so we created
a task force which is now a standing commttee. W had a
crisis in elder abuse in our state which we studied. And
we have a crisis now, in our denocracy, when only 30% of

people or 35%of the people in our state conme out to vote.
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It's time to | ook at ways to convince themto cone out and
vote. This is just one way. Another way woul d be for both
parties to find better candidates for public office that

excite people enough to get themto want to conme out to

vote."
Mul I'i gan: "Representative, I'"'m trying to have a serious
di scussion. Unfortunately, | think what |'ve opened up is

Lang:

a canpaign commercial for you and | didn't nean to do that.

But, quite frankly, | still have a | ot of concern over that
we're doing it a Ilittle too soon and if you do it now
rather than wait a little while longer, | nean, | don't
understand this. Also, | note as a proponent is the Cook

County Clerk. Wiy don't the clerks' offices do these
studies if they're the ones that normally come to us with
i nnovations that they want to do as far as voting nachines
or things that they have? | would think they should |et
the counties spend their noney on this."

"Well, firstly Representative, the Cook County Cerk and
al | 102 county clerks all down here together <can't
introduce a Bill. It takes one of us to introduce a Bill.
So the purpose of this Bill is to get the ball rolling and
take a look at this issue so that Illinois, for once, can
be a nodel for other states to follow rather than follow ng

other states as we do on so nmany other issues."

Mul ligan: "So if you wuse this Bill, and a lot of us think that

Lang:

right nowthe Internet is not secure and then you put out a
vote on this Bill, is this Bill going to be portrayed as an
anti canpai gn finance reformor an antireform Bill because
we think it's too soon or we don't feel the Internet is
secure?"

"If this was a Bill to inplenment changes in the Election

Code to put Internet voting into place today, | would agree
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with you that it's premature. But that's not what this
Bill does. This Bill allows this commssion to go and
study what these conpanies are doing in this high-tech
field to make Internet voting secure, to nake it work and |
t hi nk we should have our work going on right along wth
these people who are doing these fine studies in howto

make I nternet voting work."

Mul ligan: "Did you put your Anendnment on the Bill?"

Lang:

"Well, which Anmendment ?"

Mul I'i gan: "The Amendnent that | have up right now, says, 'The

Lang:

I nternet Voting Conmm ssion shall study and recommend to the
General Assenbly a system of voting via the Internet at
el ections in 2002 and thereafter.' So what you're saying,
this commssion wll not only study the issue, this
commission is going to make a recommendati on as to whet her
we should use it in the election of 2002, which I think 1is
very premature.”

"The woriginal Bill you wouldn't have |iked even better..

even worse, whichever."

Mul | i gan: " Wi chever."

Lang: "The original Bill called for the comm ssion to inplenent
Internet voting by 2002. The Anmendnent that | put on the
Bill sinply has them com ng back and maki ng a
recommendation to us. It is this Body that wll be
responsible for <changing the Election Code, not sone
conm ssion. "

Mul I'igan: "Well, | understand what you're trying to do. | think
that we're not that secure in the Internet yet. And |
don't know, you know, the way technology noves maybe it
will while we are doing the comm ssion, but | think the
commssion's a little premature.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Hartke in the Chair."
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Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Whiteside, Representative Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Mtchell, J.: "Representative Lang, just a few very sinple
guesti ons. First of all, 1 fully wunderstand that a
conm ssion actually can do nothing when it cones to passing
| egi sl ation. They can only nmake suggestions, which is what
| assunme that you're looking at with this comm ssion. |
al so agree that I'"'mone of the ones that stood on this
House Fl oor before and said that we don't act until there's
a crisis. W never do any planning. And |I'm assum ng that
with your Bill that's what you' re |looking at, to do sone
pl anning for the future with a nechanismthat is part of
progr ess. We're not gonna stop the Internet. W' re not
gonna stop what's already started. It's too nmuch a part of
right now, a part of our daily lives. But this conmm ssion,
if they, in fact, found sone real glaring problens wthin
Internet votings, <could very easily conme back wth a
recomendation that 2002 nay be too soon, that there are
sone problenms that they foresee and would recomrend an
extension or they would recomend that we go a different
direction, isn't that so?"

Lang: "Well, that's certainly true. You know, Representative,
none of us here on this floor are gonna vote for an
i npl ementation of Internet voting unless we're convinced
that it's free from fraud and that the votes wll be
counted as appropriate. The fact is that I will be asking
those hard questions, as well. Renmenber that this
comm ssion is nade up half of Legislators, so those of us
who will be on this comm ssion, two fromeach Caucus, wl]l

be asking those hard questions and if the comm ssion
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determ nes that Internet voting is not practical, | presune

that will be their report to this General Assenbly."”

Mtchell, J.: "Wwell, certainly, | cannot fault anyone for doing

Lang:

Speaker

Hoeft :

sone pre-planning. W don't do nearly enough of that. And
| mght remnd the Body that if comm ssions were allowed to
pass |legislation or change the course of history without a
vote of this Body, we would be funding schools a different
way. Because we did have a Blue Ri bbon Comm ssion at one
time that suggested a major change, didn't happen, didn't
get the votes. So | agree with you that it's tinme to study
this issue. | think it's a good Bill. Thanks, Sir."
"Thank you, Representative."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Kane, Representative Hoeft."

"Thank you. Thank you, M. Speaker. 1'd like you to | ook
at the wording of this '"cause | think this 1is critical.
This is not a Bill to study Internet voting, folks. This
is the Bill that says we want it inplenented. This is not
saying study, it's saying this is our recomrendation for

the inplenentation. Wen the conm ssion gets done, then

they wll be working out the details on howthis is to be
done. Look at the wording of this. This says, 'the
comm ssion shall study for the inplenentation of Internet
voting.' The option is that they are saying we want
Internet voting, you show us howit's to be done. |If this
was to be a neutral Bill, it wuld say, we want a

comm ssion to study the issue, but the wording is 'study
and inplement'. So if you vote 'yes' on this, you're
voting 'yes' for the inplenmentation of Internet voting.
Your next vote will be howit is acconplished. | really
think that this 1is going way beyond the scope of what we

want here. W don't know cost. W don't know the fraud
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el enent s. This Bill is saying inplenentation; that's the
vote, not the study. The vote is on inplenenting this and
it's aterrible big step right now And | think it should

be voted 'no' . "

Lang: "M. Speaker, if I may?"

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Lang."

Lang: "I have to interrupt just to correct the record. The
original Bill talked about inplenenting an Internet voting
system The Anendnent changes the word 'inplenent' to
‘recomend’ . This Bill does not inplenent an Internet

voting systemand |'msure the Representative nust have
msfiled the Anmendnent that describes what we're going
after here."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Jo Davi ess, Representative Lawfer."

Lawfer: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Lawfer: "Representative, you said you ve travelled all over the
state and | know you've been up in ny district and so
on..."

Lang: "It's a lovely place, Sir."

Lawfer: "Well, vyou know you started that canpai gn about a year
ago, and | think you started it in Galena and it was a good
place to start, top of the state. But | haven't had a |ot
of calls on this particular Bill today in regards to that.
| was wondering if you could share with nme what maybe sone
of ny constituents have said to you when you were in

Gal ena, in that area.”

Lang: "You know, 1|'ve heard from none of your constituents
regarding this Bill, Sir."

Lawfer: "Well, | hadn't..."

Lang: "But |'ve heard from none of your constituents regarding a
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ot of Bills.™
Lawfer: "Well, | haven't decided how |I'm gonna vote on this. I

just thought maybe you could share sone information with ne

in that regard on this particular Bill."

Lang: "Was that a question? | didn't hear the question.”

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion?”

Lawfer: "Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the

Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Harris."

Harris: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Representative yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He will yield."

Harris: "Representative, | have one brief question here in
regards to the code. Wat if | had two teenagers 18 and 19
years of age in the house, a wife, a grandnother and a
grandfather and | had their code nunbers, would | be able

to vote for all five of 'enP"

Lang: "Well, Sir, that's why we're putting this conm ssion
together. | don't know the answers to those questions.
And we are not gonna inplenent Internet voting in Illinois
until questions |like that are resolved. W... eventually,
if we're going to do this, w'll have to hire a vendor who

will put an Internet voting system into place that we
believe is a 100% secure, and as |long as that happens,
we'll be voting for it at sone tine in the future. But
neither you or | are going to vote to change the El ection
Code in our state to actually put Internet voting on the
books wuntil we're sure that the systemis secure. | won't
be doing it; I know you won't be doing it."

Harris: "Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeki ng recognition, Representative Lang to close."

Lang: "Well, thank you, M. Speaker. W've had a full debate on

107


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

98t h Legi sl ative Day February 23, 2000
this and | appreciate the questions. Let me just say
clearly, this Bill does not inplenent an Internet voting
system This Bill does not decrease access to the polls.
This is a Bill to help us inprove our denocracy at a tinme
when | ess than 40% of Illinoisans go to the polls. | think

we need to do all we can to increase voter participation
which wll inprove this General Assenbly. It will inprove
access to governnent. It will inprove the peoples' ability
to reach out and touch their Legislators in a way so that
we know what they're thinking while they foll ow up on what
we're thinking. So | think this is an idea whose tine has
cone. We want greater voter participation, Internet voting
w Il acconplish that. | would appreciate your votes."
Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 4089 pass?
Al'l those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
W sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh?

Represent ati ve Brunsvol d?"

Brunsvol d: " Speaker, can you have the Clerk transfer ny swtch,
pl ease?"
Speaker Hartke: "M . Brunsvold, your switch is not working? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take the record. On this

i ssue, there are 61 Menbers voting 'yes', 48 Menbers voting

'no' and 6 Menbers voting 'present’'. Representati ve
Bl ack. "

Bl ack: "M. Speaker, I'mtoo late for a verification according to
the rules. Yes, | am But | would demand that all PCs be
encunber ed. |  want them checked. Sonmebody here voted on
their PC and | want to know who it was. So | want al
these conputers tonight |ocked up and we'll get into the

menory banks because two of these votes appeared as if by

magi c, M. Speaker. And | know what you're up to, M.

108


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

98t h Legi sl ative Day February 23, 2000
Speaker. So not one PC can |eave this room agreed? You
and 1'lIl check them personally."

Speaker Hartke: "W will."

Bl ack: "OCh, yes."

Speaker Hartke: "This issue (sic-Bill), having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 19 of the Calendar, appears House Bill 3428.
Representative Biggins. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3428, a Bill for an Act to anmend the
Property Tax Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Biggins."

Bi ggins: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen of the
House. This Bill, which is supported by the H storic
Preservation Agency of Illinois, anends current |aw.
Current law requires that when a property is designated for
hi storic purposes, it becones eligible for a real estate
tax exenption for a period of eight years on the new
i nprovenents that are added. However, the current |aw does
not require that the chief county assessnent officer be
notified that this classification has been granted. House
Bill 3428 requires... excuse ne, 3428 requires that at the
time of application for historic preservation designation
that the chief county assessnent officer is notified of
this request. Now, the purpose for this is to allow the
chief county assessnent officer to make, perhaps, a change
at the tinme of the request being nmade, sonetines this
request could be downward because it mght nean that the
property would be eligible sooner for a tax break. On a
rare occasion, it may even be an opportunity for the
assessor to nmake a provision to have the assessnent refl ect
nore equity in the assessnents of other property of I|ike

classification prior to construction of t he new
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i nprovenents. |'d be happy to answer any questions any
Menbers may have. "

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Wi teside, Representative Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise on a point of
personal privilege."

Speaker Hartke: "State your point."

Mtchell, J.: "Just briefly, I would like all of my colleagues to
join me in wshing a good friend of mne, Representative
Don Moffitt, a happy birthday. H's birthday was on the
18t h. | believe it was his 67th. So let's all help him
out and he's got sonme cake down there for us. Happy
bi rt hday, Don."

Speaker Hart ke: "Happy bi rt hday, Don. Further discussion?
Seeing that no one is seeking recognition, Representative
Biggins to close.™

Biggins: "Well, thank vyou very nmuch. M. Speaker, you know, to
introduce M. Mffitt and when |I'm doing a historic
preservation Bill, | think is a good idea. And | wsh him
well. And | urge all Menbers to vote "aye' on this Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 3428?" Al those in favor wll signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this issue
(sic-Bill), there are 115 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
"no', 0 voting 'present’'. And House Bill 3428, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared
passed. On page 21 of the Calendar, on Third Reading,
appears House Bill 4341. Representative Currie. \V/ g
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 4341, a Bill for an Act to anend the
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Speaker

Curri e:

Speaker

Freedom of Information Act. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Currie.”

"Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. You may

remenber an Associated Press investigation of the efficacy

of the 1Illinois Freedom of Information Act |ast sunmmer.
What they discovered, to our dismay, was that nany | ocal
units of governnent don't understand the Act, don't
understand their responsibilities under it and as there is

no imedi ate enforcenent of Freedom of Information w thout

sone changes in the Act, they nmy never do so. So |
propose House Bill 4341. It makes two changes in the Bill
First of all, it nmakes for a lower barrier for a w nning

plaintiff to recover cost and attorneys fees bringing this
state's Freedom of Information Act nore closely in line
wth the Acts in other states. This will encourage people
who have legitimate clainms to discover they have the
resources to take those clains to court so that we can have
enforcenent of the Act. Second, it provides a petty
of f ense penal ty for sonebody who know ngly, who

deliberately and intentionally violates the provisions of

the law. | would appreciate your support for the Bill and
|"m happy to answer any questions you may have. | think
it's tinme for Illinois to join the rest of our sister

states and nake sure that public information, paid for by
the taxpayer, is, in fact, available to the taxpayer.
That's the way that we can make sure public debate is open
t hat t here IS sunshi ne on the activities of our
governnments, state as well as local."

Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentl eman from DuPage, Representative Johnson."

Johnson, Tom "WII| the Sponsor yield?"
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Currie: "She indicates she wll."
Johnson, Tom "Representative, Leader, has there been a

comm ssion to study this to nake a recommendati on before we
bring this to the fl oor?"

Currie: "W didn't think we needed one, Representative. W think
this is just good public policy, good commbn sense."”
Johnson, Tom "I'msurprised. | thought you wanted comm ssions
to study these things, first and |I'm di sappoi nted that we

don't have one."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from Cook, Representative Milligan."

Mul I'i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "She indicates she will."

Mul I'i gan: "Representative, 1if a local honmeowners' association
tries to get a city's information on a zoning matter or new
subdivision going in and the city denies that to them
woul d that be of significant public interest for themto be

all onwed to get that?"

Currie: "Under the current |aw they'd have to nmake that show ng.
If we make this proposed change, iif they substantially
prevail, they would be entitled to their costs.”

Mul l'igan: "All right. So, in other words, if |I was concerned
about a devel opnent going in next to ny home, | could go to

the city and then say, 'Gve ne the information that you
have on file."' And if they denied it to ne, our
homeowners' associ ati on could sue thenf"

Currie: "Well, they can do that, today. The difference is that
if they do that, today, they may find thensel ves stuck with
the actual cost of having done so. Small comunity
organi zations are not likely to be able to risk that kind
of expenditure."”

Mul l'igan: "All right. If | were individual homeowners and in an
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uni ncorporated area, the county was proposing to put in a
dunp or sone kind of a garbage facility and they would not

gi ve the information to |local honmeowners, could the

homeowners then sue and recover attorneys' fees under your

Bill?"
Currie: "Under this Bill, they would be able to if they won in
court. |If they substantially prevailed.™

Mul l'igan: "But only if they prevail ed?"
Currie: "Right."

Mul ligan: "All right. So if they have a good cause of action and
they could prevail and they could then get attorneys'
fees?"

Currie: "Right."

Mul I'igan: "And they would not be prohibited then frombeing able
to protect thenselves by not being able to get the
docunent s?"

Currie: "Right. The problemtoday is that it may be expensive
for themto pursue a legitimate claim™

Mul ligan: "I think this mkes a good change to the |aw and |
stand in support of the Lady's Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Kendal |, Representative Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "She wll yield."

Cross: "Representative, were both Conmttee Anendnents adopted
and maybe soneone answered these already? |'mjust trying
to..."

Currie: "l believe that's right. | think there were two and t hat

they were both adopted, but the second one is the rel evant
one."
Cross: "The second one is which one?"

Currie: "The second one is the one that has the substantially
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Cr oss:

Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:

prevailing | anguage in it. Wat that neans is that soneone
couldn't go to court with all but the kitchen sink |awsuit,
win on one small portion of the suit and then be entitled
to recover costs and attorneys' fees. You'd have to
substantially win in the court of |aw before you would be
granted the costs and the attorneys' fees that went into
the suit."

"Who' s gonna make the determ nation whether you've
substantially followed the aw or not initially?"

"The court wll make that determ nation."

"So there's gonna be the requirenent of a | awsuit?"

"A requirenent of t he fee provi si on t hat t hey
substantially prevail."

"Have you taken out the petty offense |anguage in your
Amrendnent? | don't have a copy of the Amendnent."”

"No. The petty offense |anguage is still there. Sone 30
other states provide for sonme kind of penal ty for
violations of the Act. My language is a petty offense
whi ch neans a fine and it, also, only applies if there is a
knowi ng violation, a purposeful violation of the Act, not a
situation where sonebody thought they were doing the right
thing when they wthheld information, but where it can be
shown that sonebody deliberately flouted the provisions of

the underlying Bill."

"Il see in our notes that both the Illinois State Bar
Association and the Illinois Trial Lawers are waiting
to... have not taken a position until further review. Do

you know where the Bar Association is and the Trial Lawers
are now?"

"I have not heard back from them since the commttee
hearing, but | would be very surprised if they would be

anyt hi ng but supportive."
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Cross: "I'ma little... and excuse ny ignorance on this, but |'m
alittle, I don't know, if curious or concerned is the word
wth respect to... |If a county happens to be the public

Curri e:
Cr oss:
Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:

body that is in violation?"

"It's denied."

"Or deni es?"

"Deni ed a request for information."

"You're putting... it appears then that and |I'm just
trying, | guess |I'mthinking out |oud, you re gonna put the

state's attorney in a position to provide advice to the
county board or the <coroner's office or to the county
clerk..."

"That's ny understandi ng of what happens today."

"And then vyou're also asking now, the state's attorney
after having given advice to that particular body or
whi chever body it may be and then he or she may have an
obligation to then file a conplaint against that person.”

"No, no, no, no, no. |It's the individual who files the
conplaint, not the state's attorney. The state's attorney
continues to defend the public body and defend the state's
attorneys own advice."

"Wll, I'm not aware of any nmechanismthat allows the

individual to file a charge against soneone that we're

classifying as a petty offense. | thought..."
"Ch, I'msorry. | thought you were speaking of the other
portion of the Bill. That may be right, but all | can tel

you is that nost of the other states provide for sone
penalty and wunder our Open Meetings Act, there are
m sdenmeanor penalties for violations. | don't know how the
state's attorney deals with that conflict, but in our own
law we already have evidence of precisely the sanme

difficulty. And, of course, under open neetings the
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penalty is the nore stringent, a heavier penalty, than it
woul d be under the | anguage |I'm proposing in 4341."

"l apologize. | didn't hear all that. And Barbara, [|I'm
not necessarily opposed to this. I'mtrying to sort this
out."

"And as | say, Tom | don't know the intricacies of how
that works. | do know that the state's attorney is in the
sanme situation wth respect to an Open Meetings Act
violation in Illinois and woul d be, presumably, in those 35
or whatever states that already have penal ties for
violations of Freedom of Information Acts across the
country. So whether that neans appointing an outside
counsel or what, | don't know. But I'monly saying that it
is not without precedent in our own state and certainly,
the sane situation exists in many others."

"Well, and 1| don't want to | eave that area for a second,
but does anybody have an idea or have you thought about
defining what 'substantially prevailed neans with respect
to...

"I thought that it had a fairly clear case [|aw neaning.
And | think the idea is that it's not a specific
percentage, 51% but that the court can determ ne whether
sonebody substantially prevailed or only won on a m nor
point. And again, the reason | put that |anguage in was to
protect against the filing of a scattershot |awsuit that
may end up with one tiny point of being sustained, but when
the rest of it is all thrown out. So |I'm prepared to defer
to the judgnent of the court, if the court says this was a
substantial prevailing or if this was just a small, you
know, piece of the puzzle."

"Here's ny other concern and once again, |'mnot sure that

| oppose this 'cause | understand sone of the concerns out
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there. It seens |like we're also putting... if acity clerk
doesn't follow the |aw or a county clerk, our public bodies
or our respective cities are gonna be on the hook for the
attorneys fees, it's not the individual, is it not?"

"That is true and of course, that is true today where the
law reads that the court may inpose fines and nay i npose
costs and attorneys' fees. So there already is a risk,
there already is a Iliability. The problemis that the
barrier inlllinois to being able to collect the fees and
the costs is so high, so nuch higher than it is in other
states, that a lot, particularly of small community groups,
find thensel ves unable to access the court system So
ltability is there. This my increase the liability
because the court wll award whereas today the court may
award, but the risk, the liability is still there and you
are right, it cones out of the governnent body's budget,

whet her that's the clerk's office or the city's or the

county's."
"Well, if I'ma judge in alocal... | won't go down that
road a second... Do you have any idea how nmany appeal s have

taken place or may take place under this?"

"I tried to get that nunber. | don't have it. | think
that, that in fact, there are sonme groups that are just
plain barred fromfiling legitimte suits about Freedom of
I nformation i ssues because they don't have the resources to

do it. My guess is, The Chicago Tribune is able to fund

its own lawsuits, but I'mnot sure that a local community
organi zation that wants to find out whether the park board
is spending as much on park nmaintenance in its area as it
IS across town. My guess is, those are the groups that
really do find it inpossible to enforce the Act through the

court system because they don't have access to free |egal
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service."

Cross: "I guess... just a final concernis, is there wisdomin
using the word "shall'? | nmean, we're taking away the

Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:

di scretion of the judiciary, Barbara, and |I'mjust not sure
that we want... generally, | don't |ike going down that
road. W do that nore than we should.”

"I agree with you on sone points, but not on this one.
And | would just point out that nost states do require the

granting of fees and costs when sonebody does substantially

prevail. Today there are substantial barriers to getting
those fees and costs in Illinois and ny concern is that the
barriers are sufficiently high, that there is a chilling

effect on legitimate, would be legitimate, plaintiffs and
since the Act is not self-enforcing, | think this wll
encourage greater obedience to the letter and the spirit of
t he underlying Freedom of Information Act."

"Just one final question. Wiat if the State's Attorneys
Ofice fails to give out sufficient information? Does the
state's attorney have an obligation to charge his or
hersel f?"

"If it's the State's Attorneys Ofice that doesn't
provi de the information, yes."

"Who's gonna charge the state's attorney?”

"Who's in charge of the State's Attorneys O fice?"

"Who's gonna charge the state's attorney with the petty
of f ense?"

"Wel |, maybe nobody will. On the other hand, | don't
think there have been very many charges brought under our
Open Meetings Act of crimnal violations. Yet, the fact
that that |language is there my well encourage public
bodies to be very careful how they inplenment a closed

meeting opportunity under the Open Meetings Act. And it
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woul d be ny hope that a little education in this area m ght
be a useful thing."
Cross: "All right. Thank you for your answers."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Logan, Representative Turner."
Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill."
Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Turner, J.: "Representative, you and | have discussed this Bill a

couple tinmes over the last several days and | wll tell

you, | intend to support your Bill. | do have a few
concerns about it. I'mnot convinced that it's the perfect
Bill, if there is such athing. | believe that once it

passes through here it, perhaps, will get alittle tweeking
over on the other side of the Geat Divide, anyway. As you
know, 1'ma cosponsor on a Bill that also addresses the
concern about failure to comply wth the Freedom of
I nformation request and it is one that the Attorney General
has advocat ed. From ny perspective, both Bills go, at
| east part way if not a long way, towards addressing a
problem that has conme up several tinmes over the |ast year
or two that has been publicized throughout the state, |
bel i eve. So fromny perspective, Representative, | intend
not only to support your Bill, but the Bill advanced by the
Attorney General's Ofice. And hopefully, by the tinme they

work their way through the House and through the Senate and

per haps, through a Conference Commttee Report we'll have
done a good thing in the State of Illinois by making sone
i nprovenents to the Freedom of Information Act. Thank
you. "

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the

Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Harris."

Harris: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Representative yield?"
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Speaker Hartke: "She indicates she will."

Harris: "l have a question, Representative. | noticed here that
you said there are no known opponents at this tinme?"

Currie: "I think that's right."

Harris: "And then right under that, you say the Cty of Chicago
opposed the Bill and then..."

Currie: "Pardon ne. Chicago what ?"

Harris: "Does the Cty of Chicago oppose the Bill?"

Currie: "l don't know. | don't know the answer. | don't know if
they signed in in conmmttee or not."

Harris: "Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeki ng recognition, Representative Currie to close.™
Currie: "I appreci ate your support for this sunshine in

gover nment proposal . "

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 4341 pass?
All  those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed
vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Representative Hannig? M. derk, take the record. On
House Bill 4341, there are 115 Menbers voting 'yes', O
voting 'no', and O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared
passed. On page 19 of the Calendar, appears on Third
Readi ng, appears House Bill 3435. Representative Mffitt.
M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3435, a Bill for an Act to anend the
School Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Mffitt."

Mffitt: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 3435 coul d probably
best be described as accuracy in budgeting. Wat this

| egislation would allow for school districts to nore
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accurately |l evy taxes when they create budgets. It would
decrease the nunber of districts that have to balloon their
levy so it would be nore accurate. Currently, there's no
statutory basis for a school district to amend its tax |evy
after it's filed. What this would do is that when a county
receives a multiplier, this wuld allow the school board to
amend their certificate of tax levy when that nultiplier
has caused a change. |[|'mnot aware of any opposition to
this Bill. Probably one of +the strongest points that
should be considered on this legislation was in the
I1linois State Board of Education newsletter in January
21st when it indicated when we keep talking about the
foundation level and for the year 2000-2001 that foundation
level is 4,425. State aid is based on the assunption that
you're at your maximum allowable levies. |If a nmultiplier
is applied, your rate's gonna do down, but you' re not gonna
get an increase in state aid. So this allows for, as |
sai d, accuracy in budgeting and it'lIl allow your school
district to be able to capture the maximumfor their
students. Be happy to answer any questions.”

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the questionis, 'Shall the House pass

House Bill 34357 Al  those in favor signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all  voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? There are 2
peopl e that haven't recorded thensel ves. Have all voted

who wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On House Bill 3435,
there are 111 Menbers voting 'yes', 4 Menbers voting 'no'

and O voting '"present'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Myjority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 20 of the Calendar, on Third Reading, appears House

Bill 3861. Representative Brunsvold."
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Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3861, a Bill for an Act to amend the

Wldlife Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Brunsvold."
Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Centlenen of the
House, this Bill very sinply repeals a provision we passed

a few years ago allowing for a certain anount of the unused
licenses for deer hunting and turkey hunting to be set
aside for outfitters that, right now, are doing hunting
here in the State of Illinois. This provision has never
been wused by the Departnment of Natural Resources and
through a conmttee of deer hunters and sportsnmen from

around the state that nmet wth the DNR they made this

recommendation and this Bill is the result of that.
Not hing will really change because this Bill, again, was
never inplenmented, so we'll go back to status quo."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Yes, thank you very much, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Bl ack: "Representative, do we really need this Bill? Couldn't we
just ask the Departnent to nullify this over the Internet?”

Brunsvold: "I don't think so, Representative Bl ack."

Black: "Well, | renenber that last Bill. | think you voted on

the I nternet. Your swith was broken.™"

Brunsvold: "I did. No, | didn't switch. | didn't get voted."

Black: "I was under the inpression, Joel, and on a serious note,
| thought there was. | thought there had been a permt
given in Southern 1llinois to soneone who had |eased

several hundred acres of |and and was doing a deer hunting
situation or have | got... do | have the two things

conf used?"
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Brunsvold: "Well, right now Representative, there are a |ot of
outfitters working in the State of Illinois. There has

not, by the DNR, has ever put a set aside 20% of the unused
licenses in any county and then, actually, given it to the
outfitters. There are anple licenses for bow hunters now,
you can buy 'em across the counter. So, really, there's no
need. The Departnent felt that they even need to inpl enent
this and they went about a procedure wwth a commttee, a
very large conmttee which | sat on and they nmade this
recommendation with a vote of 8 to 6, so it was close."

Black: "As | recall having been to some of the Ducks Unlimted
and Pheasants Forever banquets, | think sonme of our
sporting groups had sone real problens with the set aside,
did they not? They..."

Brunsvold: "They do. Absolutely. This would tend to be, if you
| ooked at it as an |Illinois hunter, wuld tend to be
sonet hing that you would not |i ke because you woul dn't want
an outfitter to bring people in fromoutside the state to

hunt and then cut down your possibility of hunting in the

state."
Black: "But this |law does not, in any way, inpact soneone who is
and forgive ne, | can't renenber the term nol ogy, but there

are people in the state who own land or who have |[eased
| and, you have a deer permt you can hunt on ny land for a
fee. That's not inpacted here at all."

Brunsvol d: "No. The property... the Ilandowners in this state
have a right to lease their land to whonever they'd like to
lease it to. W can't change that."

Bl ack: "Fine. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Logan, Representative Turner."

Turner, J.: "M. Speaker, will the Sponsor yield?"
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Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."
Turner, J.: "Representative, has one of the staffers been over

with my slip so | can becone a cosponsor, yet?"

Brunsvol d: "Yes."

Turner, J.: "OCh, good. Well, then | don't need to be dilatory
any | onger."

Brunsvol d: "Thank you."

Turner, J.: "l did have, actually, one question, however."

Brunsvold: "Yes, Sir."

Turner, J.: "It appears that the Bill as originally drafted

applied to both deer hunting permits and turkey hunting
permts, but the Anmendnent nekes it applicable only to
turkeys?"

Brunsvold: "No. It started out as a deer permt only and then we

added turkeys in commttee."

Turner, J.: "So it does include both deer and turkeys then?"

Brunsvol d: "Both deer and turkeys, yes."

Turner, J.: "Okay. And you're sure you signed ny slip?"

Brunsvold: "I did."

Turner, J.: "Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking... Representative Mffitt? No. Seeing that no one

is seeking recognition, Representative Brunsvold to close.”

Brunsvold: "I ask for your affirmative vote."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 3861 pass?
Al'l those in favor signify by saying 'aye'... voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On House Bill 3861
there are 115 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', and O
voting 'present’'. And this Bill, having received a

Constitutional Myjority, is hereby declared passed. On
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page 18, of +the Calendar, appears House Bill 3225.
Representative Saviano. Qut of the record. On page 20, on
the Calendar, appears House Bill 3989. Representative
Acevedo. "

Clerk Bolin: ™"House Bill 3989, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Crimnal Code of 1961. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Acevedo."

Acevedo: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. This
Bill creates the offense of aggravated battery with a notor
vehicle which knowy and intentionally cause great bodily
harm or permanent disability while operating a notor
vehicle while commtting a battery. This would nmake it a

Class | felony punishable by four to 50 in prison. This is

a duplicate Bill | introduced |ast year which passed the
House of 115-0. | ask for an 'aye' vote."
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass
House Bill 3989?" Al those in favor wll signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wi sh? Please record yoursel ves. There are
four people not voting. Have all voted who wi sh? M.
Clerk, take the record. On House Bill 3989, there are 115
Menber s voti ng ‘yes', 0 wvoting 'no', and O voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On page 22 of the
Cal endar, appears House Bill 4483. Representative Moore."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 4483, a Bill for an Act in relation to
breast feeding. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Moore: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of
t he House. House Bill 4483 exenpts breast feeding from an

issue that relates to jury duty. It exenpts nothers who
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are breast feeding from jury duty. It also makes it
illegal to prohibit breast feeding in public wth an
Amrendnent to the Human R ghts Act under the Publ i c
Accommodations Article. It also encourages enployers to
provide a place to express mlk during work hours on the
normal break tinmes. |'d be happy to answer any questions.”
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Lady from Cook, Representative Erwin."
Erw n: "Thank you, Speaker. | just want to rise in strong
support of this Bill. | think that many of us are aware of
a lot of the research, new research, going on about brain
devel opnment in infants. And part of what the research
shows is that... excuse ne, is that breast feeding is a
very inportant, not only to the nother and the <child, but

al so for brain devel opnment in making sure that our children

are equipped to |l|earn. So | urge a very strong 'aye'
vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from Cook, Representati ve Davi s. Turn on

Represent ati ve Moni que Davis."
Davis, M: "Representative, is this permssive? | mean, if a
woman who is breast feeding chooses to serve on her jury, a

jury, can she do that?"

Moore: "Yes, Representative."

Davis, M: "Ckay. | think that's..

Moore: "It nmakes it optional."

Davis, M: "I think that's very inportant because sonetines wonen

punp t he m |k from their breasts, put it in the

refrigerator and leave it for the babysitter. So it

doesn't really limt or hanper what they do that nuch.”
Moore: "No. It allows for flexibility."

Davis, M: "I support your Bill. | think it's a great Bill."
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Speaker

Moor e:

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeki ng recognition, Representative More to close."”

"Thank you. Even though such benefits of breast feeding,
notwi thstanding the personal benefits, are clear, sone in
our society consider this natural act taboo. We're nuch
nore tolerant of suggestive even | ewd behavior and dress
than we are of nur si ng not hers. Hopef ul |y, this
| egislation makes it <clear that wonen today and in the
future can confortably choose to breast f eed their
children. And | would respectfully ask for an 'aye' vote."

Hartke: "The question 1is, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 4483?" Al those in favor wll signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? M. derk,
take the record. On House Bill 4483, there are 115 Menbers
voting 'yes', O voting 'no', and O voting 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, 1is
hereby declared passed. On page 18 of the Cal endar,
appears House Bill 3315. Representati ve Del gado. \V/ g
Clerk, read the Bill."

Bolin: "House Bill 3315, a Bill for an Act to anend the
School Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Del gado."

Del gado: "Thank you, M. Chairman and Menbers of the House of

Represent ati ves. House Bill 3315 will create after school
progranms as a pilot programthat would sunset in the vyear
2003. Through the 1llinois State Board of Education, 40
schools will be selected throughout the State of Illinois
that are not neeting academ c standards to determ ne on
their local needs what an after school program would | ook
like in their particular community. And this will give us

the opportunity to have, if you will, a field test of what
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we know is so inportant as young peopl e between those
school ages between the tinme of 2 ppm and 8 p.m are at
t he hi ghest risk of delinquency and ot her dangerous matters
out in society. This is a Bill that was worked on between
sonme of the Menbers on Education Comm ttee and worked on in
a bipartisan manner. | would ask for your 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass
House Bill 3315?" Al those in favor will signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who wi sh? There are two people still not voting, now
one. M. derk, take the record. On House Bill 3315,
there are 114 Menbers voting 'yes', 1 person voting 'no',
and O voting '"present'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 19 of the Calendar, appears House Bill 3636.
Representative Schmtz. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3636, a Bill for an Act anending the
Li quor Control Act. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Schmtz."

Schmtz: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenen of the

House. 3636, a few years ago ethical standards were pl aced

on manuf act urers and di stributors and i nporting
di stributors. What this Bill does it wll apply to
brokers, it adds them to the |list. I'd be opento
gquestions.™

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentleman from McHenry, M. Skinner."
Skinner: "lIs this the Bill that repeals the Wrtz Bill that we
shoul dn't have passed | ast year?"

Schmtz: "lIt's not in this piece of leg..."
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Speaker Hartke: "Are you directing the question to ne or to the
Sponsor ?"

Skinner: "I'll take either."

Speaker Hartke: "Does the Sponsor yield? Yes, he wll. M.
Schmtz."

Schmtz: "No, Representative, that's not contained in this

| egi sl ation."

Ski nner: " Phooey. "

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative Schmtz to close.”

Schmtz: "l ask for an 'aye' vote. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 3636 pass?
All  those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed
vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On
House Bill 3636, there are 115 Menbers voting 'yes', O
voting 'no', and O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. On page 19 of the Calendar, appears House Bil
3430. Representati ve Schoenber g. Representati ve
Schoenber g. Qut of the record. On page 18 of the
Cal endar, appears House Bill 3256. Representative Novak.
Representative Novak, would you like to call your Bill?
3256. Qut of the record. On page 20 of the Calendar,
appears House Bill 3881. Representative Kosel. M. derk,
read the Bill. Representative Kosel, do you have an
Amendnent to file wth this Bill?"

Kosel: "Yes, | do."

Speaker Hartke: "Okay. Qut of..."

Kosel: "The Amendnent was filed... was taken back to Second..."

Speaker Hartke: "Okay. Let's take it out of the record. On page
20 of t he Cal endar, appears House Bill 3986.
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Representative Schmtz. Qut of the record. On page 20 on
the Cal endar, appears House Bill 3993. Representati ve

Wrsing. M. derk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3993, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
Public Community College Act. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Wrsing."

Wrsing: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 3993 has two or
three different aspects to it. And the affect of the Bill
is it anmends the Community College Act and it enables the
State Board to provide grant awards for t he AFDC
opportunities fund to the public community coll eges for
work force training and technol ogy. This would be subject
to appropriations. Renoves requirenments that the board of
a community college obtain prior approval of the Board of
Hi gher Education before entering into any installnment |oan
arrangenment with a financial institution. It renoves the
provision that allows the board of the community coll ege
district to enter into a installnent |oan agreenent wth
the purpose of transferring funds to the Illinois Building
Authority. That's the crux of the Bill and certainly be
willing to respond to any questions."”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Wi teside, Representative Mtchell."

Mtchell, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Mtchell, J.: "Representative Wrsing, is this based on prior
educati on? In other words, to get these grants, does the

reci pi ent have to have a high school diplom?"

Wrsing: "This Bill... it doesn't deal with... this is not the
thousand dollar Bill that your... Ckay. This deals with
community colleges, and as | indicated, it provides grant
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awards through the AFDC program \at has been occurring
is that there's been dollar anbunts went for, under the
AFDC. That the federal funds for that particular program
have ended. There's about a mllion dollars Ileft in the
account which cannot be touched. Now, that assistance
programis still in place 'cause it cones under another
federal situation. But one of the issues here that we need
to deal wth is tapping into that mllion dollars. It
cannot be spent and it's sitting there. This |egislation
woul d al l ow those dollars to be spent for tech training, to
be spent and disbursed in that way. GCkay. That's one
aspect of it. The other thing is, that right now when a
comunity college goes for a l|oan they have to have
approval of the Comunity College Board, t he | ocal
comunity college board, as well as the Board of Hi gher
Education. "

Mtchell, J.: "I understand that. |In other words..."

Wrsing: "This would cut that dowm to tw, it's just a tine
el enent issue.”

Mtchell, J.: "It takes away the need for the blessing of the

Board of Hi gher Ed."

Wrsing: "Yeah. And it speeds up, it still has the oversight of
two boards, but... yeah."

Mtchell, J.: "So this is your conmmunity <college red tape
cutter?"

Wrsing: "That's right."

Mtchell, J.: "Ckay. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative Wrsing to close.”

Wrsing: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | just would ask for support
on this. This sinply <clears up sone issues, as the

previ ous speaker indicated, to elimnate sone red tape and
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all ows the access to sone dollars for some needed prograns.
| would ask for your support."”

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 3993?" Al those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take
the record. On House Bill 3993, there were 115 Menbers
voting 'yes', 0 voting '"no', and O voting 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority, is
her eby decl ared passed. On page 20, on the Calendar,
appears House Bill 3901. Representative Fow er. Jim
Fower. M. Cerk, what is the status of this Bill?"

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3901 is on the Order of House Bills -
Third Readi ng."

Speaker Hartke: "M. Clerk, take that Bill back to Second for
t he purpose of an Amendnent.™

Clerk Rossi: "Floor Amendnent #1, offered by Representative
Fow er, has been approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "M. Fow er, the Anendnent.”

Fow er: "Thank vyou, M. Chairman. House Bill 3901 is a Bill to
create a Correctional Enployee Menorial Fund."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Fowl er, you' re on the Anendnent."”

Fow er: "Yes."

Speaker Hartke: "Wuld you present the Anendnent?"

Fow er: "Yeah. ay. On the Amendnent, when the Bill was argued
in coomttee, M. Chairman, it had the renewal fee of $27.
That was not in keeping wth the normal fee for other
special plates. So what the Arendnent done was to correct
that so it would be in line with other special plates.”

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from McHenry, M. Skinner."

Skinner: "Wiay would sonebody that's been released from a
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correctional facility want a special plate?"

Speaker Hartke: "M . Skinner, are you asking nme that question?"

Skinner: "I1'll ask the Sponsor, if you don't know. "

Speaker Hart ke: " Sponsor will yield. Yes. Representati ve
Fow er."

Fow er: "Wuld he repeat that question, again?"

Skinner: "Wy woul d sonebody who has been released froma prison
want a correctional plate?"

Fower: "This is not for those that are released fromthe
prisons, Representative Skinner. |It's for the enpl oyees of
the correctional facilities. They would purchase these
pl ates, part of that noney would be set aside to create
this menori al for correction enpl oyees, not t he
correctional inmates."

Skinner: "Two point five of the <correctional enployees tested
positive for drugs |last year. WIl those people be
eligible for these plates as wel | ?"

Fower: "If they're an enployee of the correctional facility and

they wish to pay the fee, yes, they would be."

Skinner: "Wy should we reward drug abusers wth a special
pl at e?"
Fower: "Well, | think, under this Bill it would be pretty hard

to set aside this nenorial just for those enployees who
passed the drug test."

Skinner: "If they are fired fromthe Departnment of Corrections,
how soon do they have to turn their plate in?"

Fow er: "That is not covered in the Bill."

Skinner: "Wuld they be eligible, under your legislative intent,
to keep the plates after they are fired?"

Fower: "It would not be the intent of the Bill, no."

Ski nner: "Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking
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recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House adopt Fl oor

Amendnent #1 to House Bill 3901?" Al those in favor
signify by saying 'yes'; those opposed 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the

Amendnent is adopted. Further Amendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents.”

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. On page 19, of the Cal endar,
appears House Bill 3850. Representative Leitch. \V/ g
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3850, a Bill for an Act concerning state
nmoni es for nmedical schools. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Leitch."

Leitch: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen
of the House. House Bill 3850 very sinply would create a
means by which those who would Iike to make contri butions
to our nedical schools for the purposes of endowing chairs
to becone entitled to a 50% match of that contribution and
| believe, it's a very good Bill. It wll strengthen our
medi cal schools and it's a Bill that's tinme has cone. And
| would ask for your support."”

Speaker Hartke: "Any discussion? The Chair recognizes the Lady

from Cook, Representative Erwin."

Erwn: "Thank you, Speaker. | just want to rise in strong
support of this Bill. It's a Bill that received unani nous
support in the H gher Education Commttee and | urge

everyone to support it."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative Leitch to close.™
Leitch: "Ask for an 'aye' vote. Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 3850 pass?

Al those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those
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opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
W sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. On House Bill 3850, there were
114 Menmbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no’ and 1 person voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On page 22 of the

Cal endar, appears Senate Bill, on Third Reading, Senate

Bill 563. Representative Brunsvold. M. Cerk, read the

Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 563, a Bill for an Act anmendi ng the
Hospital Licensing Act. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Brunsvold."

Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This Bill would set up just
a very limted situation for a hospital licensure for a 20
bed facility in ny district. W've had problens there. W
had to close an old hospital, losing 331 beds. This
facility has been licensed under other provisions and now
we have to go to this. W need the 20 beds in this
facility to help alleviate the problem we got wth the
nunmber of hospital beds in ny district. This would sinply
set up a very narrow provision. W researched and found no
other facility that would match the requirenments in this
Bill so this would only deal with ny area. The committee
asked that we put a sunset on it of 18 nonths and that was
fine, we did that and commttee approved the Bill. And |
woul d ask for your support in passage of this Senate Bil
so we could help alleviate a problemin ny district."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing no one is
seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass
Senate Bill 569 (sic-563)?" Al those in favor will signify

by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The wvoting is
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open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?

Have all voted who wish? M. derk, take the record. On

Senate Bill 563, there were 115 Menbers voting 'yes', O
voting 'no' and O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. On page 21, of the Cal endar, appears House Bil
4043. Representative Osnond. Representative Osnond. M.

Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4043, a Bill for an Act anending the

Speaker

GCsnond:

Speaker

Li quor Control Act. Third Reading of this House Bill."
Hartke: "Representative Gsnond."

"Thank you. This Bill came to nme as a request fromthe
Lake County Board asking that we review the fee structure
for liquor wviolations. And they asked that the fees be
doubled fromtheir current Ilevel of a thousand dollar
maximum for a first offense to two and a maxi num over a
period of a licensure from10 to 20,000. That's the only
changes in the Bill."

Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

House Bill 4043?" Al those in favor wll signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On House

Bill 4043, there are 115 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
'no’ and O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared

passed. On page 18 of the Cal endar, appears House Bil
3256. Representative Novak. M. Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3256, a Bill for an Act to create the
Momence Dam Transfer Act. Third Reading of this House
Bill."
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Speaker Hartke: "Representative Novak."

Novak: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. This Bill just sinply transfers the responsibility
for a small concrete damon the Kankakee River, in the
eastern part of ny district, fromthe Gty of Mnence to
the Division of Water Resources in the Departnment of
Nat ural Resources. This is an old damthat was built in
the 1930s. It was a WPA project. And it probably wll
need sonme repairs in the future. It doesn't need any
repairs right now, but the department indicates that they
are neutral on the Bill. They gave ne sone comruni cation
Wi th respect to sonme private property that is very close to
where the damis | ocated so they want to make sure that if
they do take over the responsibility to maintain this dam
that they have full and conplete access to the dam through
a person's private property. So we're in the process of
getting those agreenents put together wth the city
council, the <city attorney and the |landowner. So other
than that, | don't know of any known opposition. This 1is
not an unusual request. |f you | ook through the statutes,
there a nunber of danms located on Illinois waterways that

have been transferred from municipalities to State

Government. So I'll be nore than happy to answer any
guestions.™
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Bl ack: "Representative, in commttee we brought up the fact that
Monence had yet to acquire sone property before they... is

this been conpl et ed?”
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Novak:

Bl ack:

Novak:
Bl ack:

Novak:

Bl ack:

Novak:

"They are not... Representative Black, they are not
acquiring property. There is an individual that owns | and
that is right next to the end of the dam okay? And DNR
through the director's office, said that they have a little
concern because they want to nake sure that once they
assunme control of this damfinancially and otherw se, they
want to make sure that to get to this damthey don't want
any problens fromany private property or |andowners that
m ght prevent them from entering their Jland, so we're
working out a little easenent agreenent wth the private
property owner. There are no plans from the Gty of
Monence to purchase any land."

"And | assune, conversely then, the departnment would not
be asked to purchase this parcel ?"

"Yes."

"Ckay. And the parcel in question would not inpede the
accessibility of the departnent to the | ocation or we won't
face a year fromnow, when you may be only limted to one
Bill. | guess what |'mconcerned about is if this isn't
resol ved, the individual could put up a barrier of sone
kind and say, 'You don't have access to this side of the
dam because you're not gonna go through ny property.'"

"Right. Right. Right. That's exactly what we're working
out, Representati ve Bl ack. I did receive sone
correspondence, as a matter of fact, | requested it from
M. Manning's office. And that's being sent to the Gty of
Monence and they are in the process of working this
arrangenent out."

"Ckay. So, | assune it's your intent, as well as the
departnent, that this agreenent will not be conpleted until
t hey have clear access and there's no question..."

"Correct."
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Bl ack: of property rights."

Novak: "Absolutely."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch."

Novak: "Absolutely."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeki ng recognition, Representative Novak to close.”

Novak: "Yes. 1'd ask for an 'aye' vote please. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 3256 pass?
All  those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed
vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who wish? M.
Clerk, take the record. On this issue, there were 111
Menmbers voting 'yes', 4 persons voting 'no’ and 0 voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On page 21 of the
Cal endar, appears House Bill 4092. Representative Mers.
4092, excuse ne. Representative Mers. M. derk, read
the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4092, a Bill for an Act concerning
county officers. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Myers."

Myers: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 4092 anends the

Property Tax Code and the Public Oficer Prohibited
Activities Act, by adding |anguage that states 'a portion
of the nenber of a county's board of conm ssioners nmay
serve on the appointed board of review of property
assessnments if one or two of its nenbers are not able to
pass the exam nation to beconme a nenber of the board of
review . The situation is this, there are several counties
in the State of Illinois that operate under the comm ssion
formof government. And those three conm ssioners, if the

county does not have an elected board of review, those
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Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

Younge:

t hree conm ssioners serve as the appointed board of review,
but to serve as a board of review nenber, you also have to
pass a test. The law, as it stands today, would require
that if one of those nenbers could not pass a test, that
county has to appoint an entirely new board of review and
t hen pay subsequent cost to those board of review nenbers.
This sinply anmends the law to say that if one or two out of
those three can pass the test, one maybe can't, that those
menbers who can pass the test will continue to serve on the
board of review and the county will then appoint sonebody
else to replace the one comm ssioner that can't. Those
conm ssioners that will continue to serve, of course, wll
serve wthout added renuneration or conpensation. The
appoi nted nenber that is not the comm ssioner would serve
w th conpensation.”

Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

House Bill 4092?" Al those in favor wll signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On House

Bill 4092, there are 114 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
"no' and 1 person voting 'present'. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. On page 20 of the Calendar, appears House Bil
3968. Representative Younge. M. Cerk, read the Bill."
Rossi: "House Bill 3968, a Bill for an Act in relation to
East St. Louis area econom c devel opnent. Third Readi ng of
this House Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Younge."

"Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the Assenbly.

3968 reestablishes the East St. Louis Area Devel opnent
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Authority. This authority was first established in 1985
and was funded for two years and then ceased to and was
repealed. And ny effort is to reestablish it because it is
very much needed to do community econom c developnent in
the East St. Louis area. There are about five towns that
are involved or are affected by this legislation, East St.
Louis, Centerville, Brooklyn, Washington Park and Allerton.
There would be a board of ten nenbers, the executive
director of IDA, |IFHA and DCCA woul d serve along with the
mayors of the cities that | have naned. The authority
woul d be able to establish a denonstration enterprise zone
which is greatly needed and woul d do project devel opnent in
finding financing, a long range plan and all the areas
commercial, industrial, housing developnent in this area.
And it is very nmuch needed and | ask for your support to
reestablish this authority.”

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Madi son, Representative Stephens.”

St ephens: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Lady yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Lady wll yield."

St ephens: "Representative, didn't we wused to have an East St.
Loui s Area Devel opnent Act?"

Younge: "Yes. It was, as | said, Representative Stephens, it was
funded for two years and then it was not funded anynore
mai nly due... that was an understandi ng that the Sout hwest
Devel opnent Authority would be enacted, but it would not
affect the funding for the East St. Louis Area Devel opnent
Aut hority."

Stephens: "Well, in fact, didn't very little happen during the
period when we did have the East St. Louis Area Devel opnent
Act in place? Very little canme of that Act?"

Younge: "The authority was able to gather statistics, get its
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furniture set wup for operation and really do t he
prelimnary things to get going. | think for the two year
period it nade a reasonabl e acconplishnment. Devel opnent is
atw to five year process and so | think..."

Stephens: "Is that a no?"

Younge: "... that the acconplishnment at that point was reasonable
for the tinme period."

St ephens: "Representative, was that a yes or a no?"

Younge: "That was a... | think that the acconplishnment of the
authority was not unreasonable for the time period that it
was funded which necessitated the start-up period. The big
part, Representative Stephens, now, is that this authority
is needed. There are large tracts of land in the East St.

Louis area and these other cities that need..."

Stephens: "Wy was the devel opnent Act repeal ed?”

Younge: "It was repeal ed because of inactivity as a result of
nonfunding. It was only funded..

Stephens: "lInactivity and nonfundi ng?"

Younge: "Yes."

Stephens: "And nothing's going to change if we inplenment this Act
again, in ny opinion. I nactivity and nonfunding. |...
Representative, you have always been a loyal trooper in
regard to your district. You continue to do the difficult
work of representing an area that is always in need of new
i deas and devel opnent and the sort of action that
government can and indeed, sonetinmes does take place in
that causes developnent, but this is not one of those
i deas. This Act was on the books before, nothing cane of
it. No action and no noney, to use the Representative's
words. No action and no noney. Wy should we take the
time of +the GCeneral Assenbly today to pass an Act that's

going to cause no funding and no action? It's gonna only
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do this; it's only gonna cause nore frustration in the Cty
of East St. Louis. And | respectfully rise in opposition
to a well intended, but not very well worded piece of
| egi sl ation."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Mrrow. "

Morrow. "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. WII| the Lady yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "She indicates she'll yield."

Morrow. "Representative Younge, who is opposed to this Bill? Is
t here any agency opposed to this Bill?"

Younge: "Not to ny know edge. The executive director of the
II'linois Finance Authority is very anxious to serve on the
board as is the director of IDA, the housing director of
the 1llinois Housing Devel opnent Authority. | know of no
agency opposition to this Bill."

Morrow. "Thank you, Representative. To the Bill. |"ve been
around here for 14 years or going on 14 years this July and
in my tinme |'ve seen a lot of things change in here. But
one thing | don't want to see change is our respect for a
Menber trying to solve a problemin her district. |[If any
of you have had a problemin your district and had a Bil
that dealt wth the issue or the problemin your district
alone and it did not affect no one else's district in the
state, | would 100% support you on that Bill. House Bil
3968 deserves 118 'yes' votes because this Bill does not

affect any district but Wvetter Younge's. Only Wvetter

Younge's. |I'mlooking at the hone rule inpact note. Thi s
Bill does not preenpt hone rule. One of the people said
that there's no noney for the Bill. WlIl, we've passed a

lot of Bills in this General Assenbly that are unfunded

mandates. This Bill is not a nandate. This is a Bil
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requested by a Menber, probably one of the npbst senior
Menbers in this Body, who has voted tine and tinme again for
your Bills to help your district. | urge green votes on
House Bill 3968. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative MKeon."

McKeon: "Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

McKeon: "I'd Ilike to join with Representative Morrow  and
Representative Younge. Mst of us know the history of the
East St. Louis area and the imense struggle that that area
is going through and they are making progress and we need
to do whatever we can to support Representative Younge and
the leaders in that comunity to continue that progress.
To argue because of an authority that existed before
acconplished little is not a sufficient argunment against
this Bill. It has new ideas, new energy, new blood. Let's
support Wvetter Younge in this effort and | arger community
of East St. Louis and vote 'yes' on this Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Lady from Cook, Representative Jones."

Jones, L.: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. I
stand in support of Representative Younge's |egislation and
again, not to be redundant in what the previous speaker
said, this only, this only is in her district. |  have
| ooked at the East St. Louis Devel opnent Act a lot of tines
since |1've been here and this Representative has worked
very hard to get this legislation passed and I think it's
very disrespectful for any Menber in this House to say it's
a waste of tine when she's not gonna get the funding, it's
a waste of time for her to try to represent her district.

And | don't care if she brings it back ten nore years from
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Speaker

Lang:

Speaker

now, she's still trying to represent the people that sent
her down here and | think that's what we all do. And I
t hi nk soneti me Menbers should think about what they say
because you don't like the Bill and the Bill has nothing to
do with you then I think you should keep your opinions to
yourself and let all of us represent the districts that we
comne from And that's what Representative Younge is doing
and | think it should be all 'aye' votes."

Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the GCentleman from Cook,
Representative Lang."
"Thank you, M. Speaker. | sinply rise in support of the
Lady's Bill. You know, perhaps, none of us represent our
districts wth as nuch energy and fervor as Representative
Younge does. She deserves to be conpl i nent ed and
encouraged for the work she does for East St. Louis. |
think, we're all aware of the difficulties her conmmunity
has had in education, in public services, in economc
devel opment and nobody works harder to alleviate those
problenms within their own district than Representative

Younge. Representative Jones said it correctly. This Bil

does not affect anybody else's district. If you don't
think it's a worthwhile Bill and doesn't affect your
district, why not let the Lady have her Bill. Wy not |et

her do what she thinks she needs to do to have a positive
i npact on her district. |If it doesn't cost your taxpayers
any noney, if it's not a hardship to them let the Lady
have her Bill. It's a good piece of | egi sl ation,
wel | -t hought-out and | strongly support it."

Hartke: "The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from C i nton,

Representati ve G anberg."

Granberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen of the

House. | would sinply ask you to give this Lady the
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Speaker

Younge:

Speaker

Cerk

Speaker

Hanni g:

courtesy of hel ping her help her district. Al of us serve
our districts. W do the best we can to help our
constituents and help our people. The Lady from East St.
Louis is doing just that. And I think we ought to give her
that courtesy, extend her that courtesy. She's doing the
best she can to help her district. It affects no one
else's district. Let's give her that ability. Let's give

her an 'aye' vote and let's help her help herself."

Hartke: "Representative Younge to close."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. The East St. Louis area will be
and will be developed into one of the second nost
prosperous areas in lllinois. There's a need for housing,

there's a need for econom c devel opnent and | have every

belief that this Bill wll be funded and wll be enacted
into law. | ask your support for it."

Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 3968 pass?
All those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed
vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? M.

Clerk, take the record. On House Bill 3968, there are 70
Menbers voting 'yes', 44 Menbers voting 'no', and 1 Menber
voti ng 'present’. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 21 of the Calendar, appears House Bill 4116.
Representative Turner. John Turner. Qut of the record.
On page 20 of the Calendar, appears House Bill 4030.
Representative Hannig. Gary Hannig. M. Cerk, read the
Bill."

Rossi: "House Bill 4030, a Bill for an Act amending the
School Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Hannig."

"Yes. Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
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This proposal would change the nethod that we cal cul ate
school aid and it would provide that all sections of the
State of Illinois would get sonme additional funding. From
the cal cul ations that our staff put together, this Bil
would provide for an extra $16.4 nmillion for the Chicago
school districts, 13.2 for the suburbs, 12.9 for downstate
and the suburban Cook County area would get about 4.9. The
proposal costs, | believe, around $47 mnmllion. W've
al ready anended the appropriations Bill fromthe Education
Comm ttee to account for about half of that, and clearly as
we go through the process and work with the Governor, |I'm
optimstic that we could find the bal ance of noney to fund
the program So this is a proposal that hel ps everyone's
school district. There are no losers. | think it's tine,
W're in a tine of good econom c expansion and prosperity
and clearly, | believe, we can do better than we have done
for education and this would be certainly a step in the
right direction. |1'd be happy to answer any questions and
ask for a 'yes' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from McHenry, M. Skinner."

Skinner: "WII| Representative Hannig yield for question?"

Speaker Hartke: "M . Hannig will yield for a question."

Skinner: "See, |I'mlearning. Representative Hannig, could vyou
tell me how nmuch District 300 in Kane County is gonna take
home from your benevolent Bill?"

Hanni g: "Representative, we've got sone print outs here. Wi ch
Representative district is it that you're interested in?"

Skinner: "Well, it's in Representative Lindner's district and
it"'sinnm district."

Hannig: "Did you say Conmmunity Unit District 300, Representative?

It's alittle noisy."

147


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

98t h Legi sl ative Day February 23, 2000
Skinner: "Yes, | did."
Hanni g: "Pardon nme?"
Skinner: "Yes, | did."

Hannig: "The difference if this Bill were law, is $711,118."

Ski nner: "Seven hundred and el even thousand dol | ars?"
Hannig: "Right. Three quarters of a mllion alnost."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that nobody is

seeki ng recognition, Representative Hannig to close.™

Hannig: "This is a proposal that's good for everyone. I"d ask
for your 'yes' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 4030 pass?
Al'l those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
Wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. On House Bill 4030, there were
115 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no' or 'present'. And
this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority, is
hereby decl ared passed. On page 21 of the Calendar,
appears House Bill 4138. Representative MAuliffe. M.
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4138, a Bill for an Act anending the
Clerks of Courts Act. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative MAuliffe."

McAuliffe: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Bill 4138 would anmend the Cderks of the
Courts Act. It'"ll be able to, for the first tinme, let a
debit card be used to pay fines and such things |like that.
Most of you naybe are aware that these cards that | ook |ike
credit cards or ATM cards and when used it conmes directly
out of your checking account. And |I'd be happy to answer
any questions anyone has."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes

148


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
98t h Legi sl ative Day February 23, 2000
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."
Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"
Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."
Bl ack: "Representative, |I'll ask the sane question | had when we
started doing this on credit card. The credit card

conpanies charge a premum You know, you can go pay your

taxes now by credit card, but the credit card conpany 1is

gonna get a piece of that action. | don't know what it
is, 4% 5%and as | recall, we changed the fine structure
to cover that credit card cost. |Is there a corresponding

cost for a debit card? Does the bank that issues the debit
card take 2% or a 2% fee or a dollar fee or whatever? I
have no i dea how they work."

McAuliffe: "No, not that |I'maware of. By using the debit card,
it's alnbst just as good as using cash w thout using cash.
So | don't think there is one."

Bl ack: " Ckay. So if the fine is a $100, fine and costs, and you
use a debit card, that neans that the county or the city or
whoever has levied that fine will get the entire $100, not
$95 and $5..."

McAuliffe: "Right."

Black: "... going to the conpany that issued the debit card."”

McAuliffe: "Right. No, though it's..

Black: "As far as you know, we don't have to juggle the fee
structure... that's all |I'mconcerned about..."

McAuliffe: "Right."

Black: "... is that if it's a $100 fine, the debit <card or the
bank, whoever issued the card, forwards the full anount to
the entity. Correct?"

McAuliffe: "Right."

Black: "All right. That's fine. Thank you."
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Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
seeking recognition, Representative MAuliffe to close.™

McAuliffe: "I ask for a favorable vote. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 4138 pass?
All those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed
vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? There's
one person still not voting. Have all voted who wi sh? M.
Clerk, take the record. On House Bill 4138, there are 115
Menber s voti ng ‘yes', 0 wvoting 'no', and O voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On page 18, of the
Cal endar, appears House Bill 3223. Representative Turner.
Art Turner. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3223, a Bill for an Act concerning fees
for admnistrative review of nonnoving traffic violations.
Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Turner."

Turner, A : "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and GCentlenen of
the Assenbly. | bring to you House Bill 3223 which is a
Bill that | would refer to as a good governnment Bill. What
is does, in summation, is that iif a person currently
receives a parking ticket inthe Cty of Chicago there's an
adm nistrative hearing that 1is held to determ ne whether
that person is innocent or guilty. If, in fact, a person
does not agree with the admnistrative hearing, currently
the | aw says that you have to put up a fee of over $200. |
think it's $225 you have to pay in order to have a court
hearing on that particular parking ticket issued. Wat
we're trying to do with this legislationis lower the fee
from $225 to a cost of $25 in order to have this hearing

heard in court. And | nove for the favorable adoption of
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House Bill 3223."
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Jackson, Representative Bost."

Bost: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Bost: "Representative, | just need to know. Is this gonna do
anything about all those tickets that people down in
southern Illinois get, that have never been to Chicago and

have quite often just Ileft their vehicles in a garage,

elderly people that have received these tickets and

everything |ike that. Has it got anything to do with
t hat ?"
Turner, A.: "Are you tal king' about those scofflaws from southern

II'linois who cone up to Chicago and visit us at our nuseuns
and cone to the Taste of Chicago and cone up for all those
other nice events that Chicago has to offer? Yes, this
woul d. ..

Bost: "No, |I'mnot tal king about those particular ones. | am
tal king about the ones that never cone up and get those
tickets sent to "emin the mail."

Turner, A.: "Let nme say this, Representative. W have set up a
procedure for those whose car happens to be in Chicago or
at | east, the person who wote the ticket thought they were
there and they in no way was visiting our fair city. e
have set up a procedure for them in fact, we've nade it
relatively easy where they now have a 1-800 nunber that
they can contact and they can file a petition to vacate
those particular tickets. So there is an option and there
is a nechanismin place or will be in place to help those
i ndi viduals who don't live in the Gty of Chicago."

Bost: "But this Bill doesn't deal with that?"

Turner, A : "About past tickets?"
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Bost :

Tur ner,

Bost :

Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

Tur ner,

Bl ack:

"No, this Bill doesn't deal with that?"

A.: "No. This Bill does, in fact, it does. And in fact,
it also makes it cheaper so that if they don't Ilike the
j udgenent that's given by the admnistrative hearing
officer, that person fromsouthern Illinois, just like the
person from Chicago, would only have to pay $25 to take it
to court."

"Thank you."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentleman from Verm |ion, Representative Bl ack."

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

"Representative, it was a little hard for me to hear that
| ast dialogue. It is not your intent to finally free those
downstaters, who are so often and erroneously ticketed from
this great burden. You're not elimnating the ongoing
phant om parki ng ticket situation. You're not exenpting

downstaters fromhaving to pay the fee?"

A.: "Representative, | don't have... you know, if | had
that kind of power, I certainly woul d do t hat .
Unfortunately, | can't take care of the past. | can only

try to help them with the future. And so wth this
|l egislation we can help themw th the future, but wth the
past, | did get a card froma young man in the Cty of
Chicago who told ne that if you know sonebody who has a
problemw th the past, if you let ne know... | should say
this, if they let you know, you can contact them and they

can work it out."

"I carried that Bill about four years ago and it was
remar kable, 1'd never heard fromthe Gty of Chicago "till
| filed that Bill that said those parking tickets were only
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enforceable if you were a resident of the Cty of Chicago.
And | had a lot of fun wwth that. Let me just say this, in
all seriousness, | think your Bill is long overdue. You
know, the Chicago parking ticket system | can't renenber
how many mllions of dollars of revenue it brings in. | t
is a substantial anmount of noney. And anyt hi ng that
i ncreases soneone's right of due process at a reasonable
cost, is long overdue. And | think, this will be hel pful
and | will say, on the record, Representative, the Cty of
Chi cago has worked with us for the past four years on these
i ssues of downstate parking tickets, when in fact, they may
not be valid. And | wll say, in all due respect to the
Depart ment of Revenue, particularly Hugh Murphy, they have
gone a long, long way in hel ping give downstaters the right
of due process. And we've gone from 12 of these tickets a
month to probably fewer than 12 a year and | do appreciate
t hat fact, but I t hi nk your Bill lowering the
admnistrative fee from what to nme is, an outrageous
anount of noney to a nore reasonable fee is not only good
governnment, it's common sense. And | think, we should
always be wlling to stand on this floor and stand up for
the people who send us here to meke these char ges
reasonabl e, payable, so that they can have the right of due
process and a full and fair review hearing w thout having
to nortgage their house. And | commend you for what you're
doing and it's long overdue and | hope it gets a unani nous
vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Lady from Cook, Representative Davis."

Davis, M: "WIIl the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Davis, M: "Representative Turner, it appears that this Bill 1is
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Tur ner,

Davi s,

Tur ner,

Speaker

Tur ner,

an attenpt to nore fairly allow representation on issues,

per haps, of dispute with citizens and the city. s that
correct?"
A.: "That's exactly the intent of the |Ilegislation,

Representative."

M: "To the Bill. To Representative Arthur Turner,
Representati ve Fritchey, Representati ve Gsterman and
Representative Flowers, I'mvery proud to join you as a
cosponsor on this legislation. | think it will be one of
the nost inportant constituent-issued Bills that we pass
this term | think when we | ook at the prices of parking
and the prices of so many things, it is truly a very big
har dshi p on wor ki ng famlies and because of these
adm rabl e, honorable Legislators, I, again, am pleased to
join you as a State Representative in support of this
i ssue. Thank you, Sir."

A.: "Thank you, Representative."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing nobody is seeking

recognition, Representative Turner to close.”

A.: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen of
the Assenbly. I think, as is stated earlier from the
previ ous speakers, this is a good governnent Bill. It only
makes sense. It's one that, when | look at it in
retrospect, | don't know what we were thinking about. |

can't say we, because | didn't inplenent this policy, but
for a person who nay get a $30 ticket to have to pay $225
to have it heard in court, I think certainly was a bit
much. And so this legislation wth this changes wll now
make it fairer for individuals to, at least, be able to
respond to governnent and be able to have their day in
court at a fee that certainly makes sense and | nove for

t he adoption of House Bill 3223."
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Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass 32237
Al those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who

Cerk

Speaker

Li ndner

Speaker

Wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. On this issue, there are 115
Menber s voti ng ‘yes', 0 wvoting 'no', and O voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On page 21 of the
Cal endar, appears House Bill 4160. Representative Lindner.

M. Cerk, read the Bill.™"

Bolin: "House Bill 4160, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Il1linois Public A d Code. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Lindner."

. "Thank you very much. This Bill passed the House | ast
year overwhel m ngly and got stuck in the Senate. We  know

that economc self-sufficiency is the goal of TANF, but
sone peopl e have trouble attaining this because of donestic
violence. This Bill adopts the Social Security definition
of for the famly violence option in the Social Security
Act and | would ask for a positive vote."

Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

House Bill 41607 All those in favor will signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? \V/ g

Clerk, take the record. On House Bill 4160, there are 115
Menmbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no’ and O voting 'present'.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Myjority,
is hereby declared passed. On page 21 of the Cal endar,
appears House Bill 4404. Representative Smth. M. derk,

read the Bill."
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Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4404, a Bill for an Act anending the
II'linois Farm Devel opment Act. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Smth."

Smth: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Bill 4404 creates a new
program under the Farm Devel opnent Authority called the
Val ue- Added Virtual Equity Program which woul d provide | ow
interest loans to producers of value-added pr oduct s,
II'linois producers. It would be a subordinated debt
program It would be a lowinterest rate. And there would
not be a repaynent required within the first seven years
creating virtual equity, as the title of the program says,
for the producers. The state would invest 50¢ of every
dol l ar of cash invested by the owners. The owners woul d be
expected to invest at |east 25% of the project <cost. The
state match woul d not exceed 17% of the total project cost.
This is, | think, a great programthat's been devel oped to
help I'llinois farmers and Illinois agriculture along wth
the Val ue-Added G ant Program which we created | ast year
and which the Governor has seen fit to include in the
budget proposal for this fiscal year. | know of no
opposition to this legislation and 1'd ask for an 'aye'
vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentl eman from Jo Davi ess, Representative Lawfer."

Lawfer: "Thank you. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Sponsor indicates he'll yield."

Lawfer: "I didn't hear all of that because of the noise,
Representative Smth, but what this does is... how wll
this help the farners in the State of Illinois?"

Smth: "Well, Representative Lawfer, this is one nore tool to
hel p producers add value to their products. This would
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create a new |oan program under the Farm Devel opnent
Authority, low interest loans for Illinois producers.”

Lawfer: "Thank you very much. M. Chairman, to the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Lawfer: "lllinois agriculture is going through some extrenme
difficult financial times right now and Illinois farnmers
are looking at how can they get nore profit and they're
| ooki ng at how they can expand beyond the farm gate. How
can they follow their produce beyond the farmgate and |

think that this is a step in the right direction. It had

good support or al nost unani nous support in the Agriculture

Commttee and | would wurge a 'yes' vote on this. Thank
you. "
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is

seeking recognition, Representative Smth to close.”

Smth: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | just ask for an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 4404?" Al those in favor signify by voting 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who w sh? There's one person not voting. Have all voted
who wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On House Bill 4404,
there were 114 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', and 1
person voting 'present’'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 21 of the Calendar, appears House Bill 4265.
Representative Wrsing. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 4265, a Bill for an Act concerning
career scholarships. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Wrsing."

Wrsing: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. House

Bill 4265 <creates the Illinois Career Schol arship Program
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which will provide high school graduates, who are not
seeki ng a baccalaureate degree wth a one-tinme 1000
scholarship to pursue a vocational or occupati ona
training. This would begin on July 1 of 2000. Eligibility
training prograns wll be those certified by the Illinois
Work Force Investnent Board or certified as occupational or

vocational programs by the Illinois Comunity College

Board, State Board of Education or the Board of Higher

Educat i on. And then preference would be given to students
enrolled in the jobs for Illinois G aduates Program and the
Tech Prep Program The Illinois Student Assistance wll

adm ni ster the program and conduct an eval uation by April 1
of 2004. A little background that Governor George Ryan
first proposed the idea of career scholarships during his
run for t he el ection as Gover nor . These career
scholarships wll provide a financial i ncentive for
nonbaccal aur eat e degree seeki ng or noncoll ege bound
students to successfully graduate from high school and
pursue alternative post secondary training opportunities.
| woul d answer any questions."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Li vi ngston, Representative Rutherford."

Rut herford: "Thank vyou, M. Speaker. Addressing the Bill. |'m
supporting the Bill. 1'ma cosponsor of the |egislation,
but there 1is a portion of it that I do have concerns with
and as | hope the Representatives for the education group
and the Governor's Ofice is listening to this because the
way the legislation is drafted, is it does not allow an
i ndi vi dual who has received their GED to be able to receive
one of these career training scholarships. | believe that
if a young person at 16 drops out of school for whatever

the reason may be, they' ve been pregnant, they've got
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Speaker

Erwi n:

Speaker

Mor r ow.

probl ens at hone or whatever it may be, as they get their
life back together and they're an ol der person, they go
forward and get their GED. |If they are under 21 years old,
because of having a GED, and not a regular high school
diploma, they are ineligible for these types of career
schol arships. | do not believe that a $1000 scholarship is
incentive to keep a young person from dropping out of
school . There are bigger reasons that they would do that.
| hope that as the Governor's Ofice and this fine Sponsor,
who | know has worked very hard on this, will |ook soneday
in the future to see if we could possibly address this as
an issue to allow those individuals that are under 21 years
old that do wish to go ahead and attain additional
vocational and training opportunities, that they will allow
these for students that have received their GED."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Lady from Cook, Representative Erwin."

"Thank you, Speaker. | rise in support of House Bill 4265
which we did hear in the Hi gher Education Conmttee. 1'd
like to point out, however, that | do, in following up to
Representative Rutherford's comments, | would concur that I
think that is something that hopefully the Senate will take
a |look at and is certainly worth an inprovenent, | think,
an enhancenent of this basic concept. This is a really
inportant initiative of the Governor's in terns of |abor
force issues and the | abor shortages that exist in many of
t he trades throughout our econony. | think it's a
wonder ful program and with that inprovenent, we hope that
can be made in the Senate, | would urge an 'aye' vote."

Hart ke: "Further di scussi on? The Chair recognizes
Representative Mdrrow from Cook. "

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenen of the
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House. Wuld the Gentl eman yiel d?"

Speaker Hartke: "The Gentleman will yield."

Morrow. "Representative Wrsing, this Bill, House Bill 4265, if
it's passed and signed by the Governor, howwill a average
person be able to inquire or be notified that this program
exi sts?"

Wrsing: "Well, | think that in ny opening comments there are
sone areas that are in place that the program woul d be
certified under the Wrk Force Investnment Board, also,
under the relatively owned the Illinois G aduates Program
and the Tech Prep Program Those are prograns that are in
place and that would certainly, be one way in which high
schools would beconme aware. H gh school counsel i ng
departnments woul d becone aware that that type of programis
t here. That's how this programwould work. That over a
period of tinme, a couple of years, at least in ny
estimation, that high school students who are desiring to
graduate from high school, but really do not have a desire
to go on to higher education. Qur current system says that
you need to graduate from hi gh school so that you can go on
to hi gher education. That sonetinmes causes students to
drop out, 'cause they don't really want to go on to higher
education. That's what the enphasis of this legislation
and the way it's witten is all about. It's saying, stay
in school, finish high school, and right out of high
school, then go into a Tech Prep Program or sonme program
that puts you in a profession or gives you a trade. So, |
think because that's howit would work, that information
woul d be there through high school counseling departnents,
first of all. Okay? And then once at it evol ves over a
period of tinme the awareness that the programis there to

students who are sophonores or juniors in high school, not
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Mor r ow.

Speaker

M t chel

Speaker

just seniors would be aware of that."

"Well... and letting high school guidance counselors be
notified are fine, but a lot of school districts, at |east
in the city, maybe they don't have a high school guidance
counselor that can get this information out to young
people. Wuld there be sonme type of brochure printed up
that we as Legislators could pass out to young people in
our districts who' Il make sure that high school students in

our district at least are notified? The only thing that

alarms ne about this Bill, Representative Wrsing, is that
this Bill is only limted, just reading the analysis of the
Bill, this Bill isonly l[imted to basically 12 thousand
st udent s. And | just want to nmake sure that when this

program conmes on-line that inner city kids have the sane
opportunity to apply for this scholarship or apply for this
program as soneone that may say lives in one of the collar
counties, DuPage County or sonebody |like that, where their
hi gh school has a very active guidance program gui dance
counselor program that notified the students of al
prograns that they should seek in order to get grants for
college. One of the things that I find out, that every
spring | get a lot of high school kids calling ny office
confused and wonderi ng what prograns that are out there
that they could see. Ckay? Besides the waiver that we
give. And it's hard soneti nes because we don't know, even
as Legislators, all the prograns that are funded by the
state that our kids can benefit from so that's ny only
concern about this Bill."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Whiteside, Representative Mtchell."
[, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Har t ke: "He indicates he wll."
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Mtchell, J.: "Representative Wrsing, this Bill does indicate
that a student nust have high school diploma in order to
receive this particular scholarship or grant. Does this
cover both public and private school s?"
Wrsing: "Yes, it does.”
Mtchell, J.: "Wwen you |look at private schools in the State of

I[1linois, the definition of 'private school' does enconpass

homeschool ers, as well. Wuld they be covered by this
pr ogr anf"
Wrsing: "Yes, | believe it does. Let ne just try to clarify

that a little nore certain, but | think it does. And that

may, now, | just... My staffer here is trying to determ ne
that detail, but I do believe it does."
Mtchell, J.: "Ckay. | guess ny only question is, how are we

gonna distinguish that they truly do have a high schoo
diploma. Is it based upon 12 vyears of study at an
acceptable level or is it predicated on a piece of paper
that sinply says you graduated?"

Wrsing: "Well, | think, that the way that would work is that
based on individual districts however they deal wth
homeschool ers. | think, there are sone paraneters if the
homeschool er is wanting to show that they are, in fact, at
a high school graduate |level. They would have to show t hat
for a wvariety, other than this particular program they
woul d have to be able to show that for other prograns, as
well, that my be out there for them So | think, if
soneone is truly interested in this they're gonna talk to
their 1local school district to ensure that they can then
qualify as a high school graduate.™

Mtchell, J.: "And of tenti nes, agai n, a | ot of tines
homeschoolers do go on to four-year universities and they

haven't had a problemw th that sinply by taking GED, ACT.
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But in this situation, if a youngster maybe wants to take
over the famly business and has been honeschooled and
needs to go to a technical school of sone kind, | would
hope that they still have the right or at least are in |line
for this. Again, and | understand what you're saying wth
this Bill, it's not a penalty to those that do not have a
hi gh school diploma, rather an incentive for those in
school to stay in school and receive a high school diplona.
| think, we very well should probably track and nost high
schools do track their students as to what happens once
they graduate and to ask that very pointed question, if
this did serve as an incentive to keep themin school. | f
it appears that it's not a real incentive, then maybe we
could, down the road, take another |ook at those people
wth a GED, so that it isn't viewed as a penalty. | am
sensitive to those that discover later in life that they do
need a hi gh school equivalency and | would hate for themto
think of it as a penalty. | don't look at it that way and
| know you don't. As a forner school board nmenmber, | know
that you, as well as |, were always |ooking for incentives
and | think, this is a good one. So | certainly am gonna
support your legislation and | appreciate your bringing it
forward. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Wrsing to close.”

Wrsing: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | think that the issue of
whet her this should be expanded to students who have a GED
and do not have a high school diploma is certainly an issue
that can be dealt sonewhere in the future. | don't think
it is, now That's not what this legislation is about. M
experience serving on a school board tells nme that there
are students who do not desire to go on to higher education

and there are students because of that and they aren't real
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excited, that neans they're not real excited, basically,
about being an academ c, about getting good grades and
that's not a hot button in their life. And they wll have
a tendency to want to drop out of school, perhaps in their
senior year because right now there is no programfor that
hi gh school graduate who does not choose to go on to higher
education. This is a beginning that says to that high
school graduate, that potential high school graduate who
can do that, that to |l et them know at a sophonore or junior
year there is sonmething out there other than going on to
hi gher educati on. That's the thrust of this Bill and
that's what it's all about, so, that it says they do
conplete their high school education. | would sooner see a
program like this attach itself to someone who's a
sophonore or a junior in high school or a senior in high
school and say, you don't have to go on to higher
educati on, you can learn a trade, you can learn a
prof ession that you can make a living at without going on
to higher education for those of you who choose not to go
that route because you aren't turned on by the academc
real mand that's what you have to be if you go on to higher
educati on. That's what this Bill does and that's the
direction of it. And | think, at this point in tine, to
want to expand it beyond that would take away fromthe
enphasis. | would sooner get a junior in high school to
stay in high school rather than trying to spend noney when
they're 19 or 20 and because they dropped out, they dropped
t hrough the cracks, they mde a Ilot of bad judgnents
because of that and that's what is exciting to ne about
this Bill and it's | ong overdue. Here in Illinois, we
start to recognize that we do have a good pool of students

who need this opportunity other than going on to higher
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education. | would ask for your 'yes' vote. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 4265 pass?
Al those in favor will signify by voting 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
Wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. On House Bill 4265, there are
114 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', and 1 person
voting 'present’'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional WMyjority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 20 of the Calendar, appears House Bill 3869.
Representative Hol brook. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3869, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Unified Code of Corrections. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hol brook."

Hol br ook: "Thank you, Speaker. House Bill 3869 sets up a pil ot
program wthin Corrections to create a i nstitutional
facility to be snoke free by January 1 of 2001, if it's
built after that date and allows the director to pick other
| ocations at which he feels that he may, at this time on
those constructed before that, institute it. The
Department of Corrections is in support of this Bill. I
know of no opposition. | think it's a good Bill for both
the taxpayers, our state enployees and for the i nmates."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? Seeing no one 1is

seeking recognition, the question is, 'Shall the House pass

House Bill 38697 Al  those in favor signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have al

voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On House Bill
3869, there are 112 Menbers voting 'yes', 2 Menbers voting

'no', 1 Menber voting 'present'. This Bill, having
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received a Constitutional Mjority, 1is hereby declared
passed. Representative Tenhouse. On page 21 of the
Cal endar, appears House Bill 4280. Representative Tenhouse.

M. Cerk, read the Bill.™"
Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 4280, a Bill for an Act to amend the

II'linois Public Accounting Act. Third Reading of this
House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Tenhouse."

Tenhouse: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenmen of the
House. Really, 4280 1is nore or less a clean up fromthe

| anguage of what we had done | ast year with House Bill 2169
when we inadvertently made sone changes that need to be
corrected. Basically, this alnost |ooks |like a shell Bill,
but it is not and it is just the way it's intended. One
Section deals wth changi ng the word " board’ to
"departnent’ or ‘'board', from'departnent', and the other
one just deals wth Ilicensure by endorsenent. It's a
requirenent that's added that |icensed CPAs from other
states who want to obtain an Illinois CPA license nust
first obtain a CPA certificate fromthe Illinois Board of
Exam ners. And it's the actual practice since '93, but
we're  just correcting a problem that needs to be
strai ghtened out."

Speaker Hartke: "lIs there any discussion? There being none, the
guestion is, 'Shall the House pass House Bill 42807 Al
those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote
'no' . The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On House
Bill 4280, there are 115 Menbers 'yes', 0 voting 'no', and
O voting 'present'. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Myjority, is hereby declared passed. On

page 22 of the Calendar, appears House Bill 4593.
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Representative Gles. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 4593, a Bill for an Act in relation to
evidence. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Gles."

Gles: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and GCentlenen of the
House. House Bill 4593, what this does is anend the
Crimnal Code of 1961 and the Code of Crimnal Procedures
of 1963. VWhat it does, provides that in a homcide
prosecution or in a prosecution for certain sex offenses,
| aw enf orcenent agencies and state's attorneys office shal
preserve, subject to continuous chain of custody, any
physi cal evidence secured in relations to a trial on
sufficient official docunentation to | ocate that evidence.
It also establishes the tine period in which the evidence
shall be retained. And it provides that the failure to
preserve the chain of custody of evidence or to retain the
evidence for the specified periodis a Cass IV felony. A
couple of years ago, we here in the General Assenbly, we
passed a Post Conviction Forensic Testing Act which all owed
a convicted person, under certain circunstances, to obtain
DNA testing and other forensic testing on evidence fromhis
or her trial when the technology for the testing was not
available during the trial period. Since that time, in
post conviction and DNA evidence has figured in the
exoneration of several wongfully convicted defendant in
I1linois on death row Also in recent years, innocent nen
have been rel eased from prison when using the DNA testing

that proved their innocence, and noreover, in sonme cases

this testing al so even caught the perpetrator. VWhat this
Bill is intended, is to ensure that the evidence that is
retai ned and avail abl e for post conviction testing. Thi s
Bill got 13 votes out of conmttee; no 'no' votes. And
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there's no opposition to ny know edge of this Bill. And |
ask for its passage."”
Speaker Hartke: "Is there any discussion? The Chair recognizes
the Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative Bl ack."
Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"
Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."
Bl ack: "Representative, | have two concerns. One, nmaybe you can
expl ain, maybe sonet hi ng has happened up in the Cty that
I'"'m not aware of. But | don't understand why it's
necessary to, if the police and the state's attorneys don't
do their job as they're supposed to do, is it really
beneficial to the public welfare that we nmake fel ons out of

them charge themw th a felony for failure to nmaintain the

chain of evidence? | thought that was their job."
Gles: "l think, Representative, on the original I|egislation, I
think it was presented as a Class IIl felony."

Bl ack: "Right."

Gles: "I think this legislation says, Cass |V felony."
Speaker Hartke: "M . Black, are you finished with your question?"
Bl ack: " Ckay. Al right. Thank vyou. | just wanted to check

with staff. The only other problem | have, Representative,
froma downstate county where many of our courthouses were
built a hundred years ago, it's the requirenent to store
the evidence for a considerable period of tinme, and | think
in many downstate counties we sinply don't have roomand |
don't know what we're going to do. | nean, obviously, |
woul d assume the intent of your legislation is that the
evidence wll be stored in sone kind of secure fashion. |
don't think you want us go out and rent one of those
mont hly warehouses, you know, those you U-Store-It, and

fill up that 10 x 10 warehouse off the highway, wth
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G | es:

Bl ack:

evi dence. | rmean, and |I'mnot against the Bill, and I'm
not going to vote against it. But it is a real problemfor
downst ate counties who are conpletely out of room And |
know sone of us downstate will get calls fromour sheriffs,
our chiefs of police, our county boards who wll say, 'W
don't have any problemw th what the Bill does, you tell us
where we're going to store it, for how long, and if we have
to rent space, how we're going to pay for it? | think
it's a reasonabl e question.™

"Well, let nme just say, Representative, | think that's a
reasonabl e cooments that you have nade, especially for
communities that may have a little hardship to address that
i ssue. But | think ny argunent, and that's not the point
of ny legislation, is to try to punish anyone. And | think
those fees will be mnimal, and | don't think they'll be
exacerbated. But | think that if we could sonehow preserve
t hese records and nmeke sure that each and every individual,
| think... That's what I'mtrying to get at, to nake sure
that this evidence is retained, and that individual wll
have the opportunity for recourse, or to prove their
i nnocence, or to make sure that we got the right person,
and try to go after the individual who have commtted the
crime. So, and | understand your concern."

"And | don't have any problem at all wth what vyou're
trying to do. And | don't want to nake it a regiona
i ssue, even though ny courthouse was built decades and
decades ago. | would imagine it would be a nore serious
problemfor the Cty of Chicago sinply because of the sheer
vol unme of cases they're going to have, to do a lot nore
storage and maintenance of records than any downstate
county. But as you said, the city doesn't seem to be in

opposition or the County of Cook, so | assune they feel
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they can... that they can in fact, store this. Al t hough
|'"'msure there will be sone expense.”

Gles: "Wll, let nme just also add that each county |'m sure, has
a nmechanismor a way to store records, currently. | think

Bl ack:

G | es:
Bl ack:

what we're just sinply trying to say, is to nmake sure that
t hey retain those records. | think they have sone
mechanismin place. |If it becones an excessive situation
where there's alot of files and there's a |ot of evidence
| ayi ng around, that neans we are arresting nore people, and

t hat becomes a whol e anot her issue.”

"Well, and of course, that issue | think, is already upon
us. W are arresting nore people. The Depart nent of
Corrections, | think, we're at an all tinme record, not only
in the state, but nationally. | think we now are the

| eading country in the world, in the nunber of people that
we have incarcerated in our jails, and prisons, and what
have you. So, | think we my already be there. But,
again, and | haven't heard fromny county, so | assune they
are ready to assune the burden and the expense of the
st or age. And your Anendnent did change, as | understand
it, sinplify the chain of custody sonewhat, so that there
isn't that problemwth, well | gave it to sergeant so and
so, who retired; but he told me he gave it to lieutenant so
and so, who passed away; so therefore, we don't know who
has it now So you' ve clarified the chain of custody, so
that you don't anticipate a problemin that?"

"I don't. | don't, Representative."

"Okay. Because as | recall, they had a chain of custody
problens right here in Springfield three or four years ago,
when they got into the evidence room | think sonme things
were... that they thought were there were, in fact, not

t here. So, but you're only requiring this in sex offenses
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and capital cases?"

Gles: "That's correct.”

Bl ack: "GCkay. Fine. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
CGent|l eman from DuPage, Representative Johnson.™

Johnson, Tom "Yes. To the Bill. | rise in very strong support
of the Sponsor's Bill. | think that this is a natural
progression of what we did in here about three or four
years ago when we passed the forensic DNA test. And |
think that this Legislature and this Assenbly ought to be
very proud of what we did in here a few years ago, because
| think for a change we led the nation in ternms of taking
the bold step that as technol ogy noves forward, especially
as it relates to solving crinmes, that we should not be
afraid to keep the evidence around to permt the notions,
and the discovery, and the reopening of cases, where in
fact, we can find out if in fact, sonmebody has clai nmed that
they are innocent once and for all, if that is the case.
Because of that action that we took several years ago,
t here have been, probably if |I'mnot m staken, about 8 to
15 individuals who have been incarcerated for crines that
they were convicted of, that have subsequently been
rel eased and exonerated because of the DNA testing. |
think in light of the issues that we have surrounding the
death penalty, | think that this is very, very appropriate
that we take all steps as technol ogy noves forward, to make
sure that we preserve that specific type of evidence in
those specific types of «crimes, that wIll assure this
public in the crimnal justice system that we wll never
have the wong person incarcerated. And | congratul ate the
Sponsor for bringing this piece of legislation.”

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
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Dur ki n:

G | es:

Dur ki n:

Speaker
G les:
Speaker
G les:

Dur ki n:

Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Durkin."
"Representative, I'mnot quite sure why we need to do
this. Can you explain to ne again, what is the conpelling
situation which you want to penalize and nake state's
attorneys felons in Illinois for not preserving sone

evi dence after the fact?"

"Well, Representative, | think currently, |egislation has
it that an individual will be tried under, | think it would
be a Cass Ill felon, and | think this |egislation nakes it

aCass IV. Sol think what I'm doing here is actually
| essening the penalty. But that's not the enphasis of this
| egi sl ati on. | think what we're trying to do here is to
make sure that, that evidence is not destroyed through
carel ess nmeasures or malicious nmeasures. We're just sinply

trying to secure and retain the evidence here. That's the

thrust of this legislation. 1It's not to punish anyone."
"Well, the way it usually works when the case is tried
and this person's found quilty... if found not guilty,

obviously it's not an issue, but if he's found guilty, the
evidence is secured and it's usually stored by the clerk of
the court. Now, | don't exactly see that... how can the
state's attorney have any type of involvenent or have to
be, as we're doing, they have to be proactive, and they
have to make an affirmative act to be the person who has to
secure this chain of custody when it's evidence which is

not going to be in their hand?"

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes..
"I"msorry..."

Hart ke: "Onh, excuse ne."

"I'm sorry, Representative. Just repeat that. ["'m
sorry."

"Sure. The way | read it is, that first of all, you're
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G | es:

Dur ki n:

G |l es:

Dur ki n:
G| es:
Dur ki n:
G| es:

requiring the state's attorney to have to nmaintain this
chain of custody and is to preserve the integrity of the
evi dence. However, when the case is tried and the person
is convicted, the evidence when it 1is sent off, it's
usually sent off into the clerk of the court and they keep
it in their own warehouse, usually. Now howis the state's
attorney supposed to be the person who has to be proactive
and has to nmaintain the integrity of the evidence, as you
say inthis Bill, when the evidence is not going to be in
their hands? 1It's going to be in the clerk of the court."

"I'm sorry, that Ilast statenent you say, 'when the
evidence will be in the..."

"It's preserved. VWhat is right now, the clerk of the
court holds on to the evidence. It's not the state's
attorney followng after the trial. I1t's sent off and the
clerk sends it... takes the evidence and they put it off in
a warehouse. And that's their job. And that's their duty
right now. And you're telling the state's attorney that
they're the ones right now, they have to preserve the
integrity of the evidence fromup to seven or nine years,
but they're not... But this is evidence and this is
material that was used in trial which it's not going to be
in their hands, or it's really going to be... they don't
have any control over after the trial."

"Are we talking about... | mean, which counties are we
tal king about? Are we talking about all the counties
t hroughout . . . "

"The same county that nme and you live in..."

t he whol e state?"

"It'"d be the sane county both us live in."

"Ckay. Vell, let nme just say, you know, there are | aw

enforcenent agencies that handles this information, that
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Dur ki n:

G | es:

Dur ki n:

G | es:

Speaker

Tur ner,

handl es these files and records."

"The clerk of the court is not nentioned as a person who
has to maintain. | don't see themin there. They say, 'As
bei ng a person who has to be proactive.' The way the Bil
reads, it's the state's attorney or | aw enforcenent officer
who has to maintain this chain of custody for up to seven
years, but when it's not in their hands followng trial,
because it goes to the clerk of the court so they have no
control over it. So, | think that by placing sone type of
crimnal sanction on themfor an act to which is commtted
by sonmeone in the clerk's office, | don't think that that's
exactly what you're trying to do, but that's the way it
reads. "

"I  think, Representative... | believe the Anmendnent wl |
address that, which includes the circuit clerk."

"Well, I"'mlooking at the Amendnent right now that,
Amendnent  #1. Al it did was change the nental state from
a 'knowng" to an 'intentional' state of mnd. That
doesn't address the situation they' ve brought up. And |
think it's not fair for people who are state's attorneys to
be subject to felonies when they have no control over the
evidence after trial, after it's sent away, when the court
orders it to be shipped off to the clerk's office. That's
the problemthat | see with this Bill and why |I'mtroubled
by... in that scenario where we're going to expose these
people as felons for acts which are done by third parti es,
the clerk of the court. That's the way your Bill reads."

"Thank you, Representative."
Hartke: "Further discussion? M. Turner, do you have
sone questions, also? The Chair recognizes M. Turner."

J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Representative, guess as |

read through your Bill, 1'm just wondering, how is a
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G | es:

Tur ner,

G | es:

Tur ner,

G | es:
Tur ner,
G | es:

Tur ner,

G | es:

Tur ner,

state's attorney to exam ne the evidence before he or she
goes to trial, under your Bill, without being in violation
of your legislation, and subject to a Cass IV fel ony?"
"I'"'m sorry, Representative. Can you repeat that,
couldn't hear?"

J.: "How is a state's attorney to exam ne the physi cal
evidence in preparation for a trial without violating your
proposed |legislation, and thereby, becomng guilty of a
Class |1V fel ony?”

"Representative, | believe it's no different the way of
the procedures of the way it is now "

J.: "well, the way it is now, certainly, the state has
the right to exam ne the evidence, as does defense counsel.
And it seens to nme that your Bill, if the state or for that
matter, if the attorney for the defendant exam nes the
evi dence, there could be a question of whether the chain of
custody has been broken. Not only then would the evidence
be inadm ssible, but there would be a violation of your
statute, mnmaking it a Cass IV felony. Do you not see a

problemwith that in the Bill?"

"Representative. No, | do not see a problem.."

J.: "AIl right."

"I think..."

J.: "You ve got these neasures in here that if the

state's attorney, or if a nmenber of |aw enforcenent breaks
the chain of custody of physical evidence, they're going to
be guilty of a Class IV felony. Wat if the defendant or
the defendant's attorney breaks the chain of custody of
i nportant evidence, are they going to be guilty of any
of f ense?"

"Yes, they will be."

J. "Al right. Is that inthe Bill? If it's in there,
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Tur ner,

G | es:

Tur ner,

G | es:

Tur ner,

|"mnot seeing it."

"That is not in the Bill, but it would be wunder... it's
current statute and it'd be under |aw, any |aw enforcenent
agenci es. "

J.: "I"'mnot tal king about a | aw enforcenent agency. |'m
tal ki ng about the defendant or the defense |awer. \Wat if
they violate the chain of custody of physical evidence?
Al right, why aren't they included in the Bill? Wy would
it be a felony for soneone in | aw enforcenent to break the
chain of custody of physical evidence, but not for a
defendant or the defense I|awer, to break the chain of
evi dence? Wiy wouldn't they be guilty of an offense?"

"Representative, the defendant woul d not have access to
the current information."

J.: "Well, | beg to differ. Now, any defense |lawer is
going to have access to the physical evidence. If the
defense lawer's doing his or her job, they're going to
want to see that physical evidence at sone point before
it's presented in open court before a jury, or in the case
of a bench trial, in front of the judge. So, the defendant
and the defendant's |lawer is going to have access to the
physi cal evidence, and they therefore, may be in a position
to break the chain of custody. And | would submt to you
that if the state's attorney and the police officers are
subject to a Cass IV felony for breaking the chain of
custody, so should the defendant and the defendant's |awer
be subject to the sanme penalty, if they break the chain of
cust ody of physical evidence. Do you disagree with that?"

"Representative, currently this legislation was a C ass
1l felony for an individual, for state's attorneys or any
| aw enf orcenent agency that woul d have viol ated. "

J.: "Yes, | understand that. ' m suggesting to you
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Tur ner,

G | es:

Tur ner,

G | es:

Tur ner,

t hough, that it doesn't seemfair, right, correct, however
you want to say it, for |law enforcenent to be guilty of a
felony if they break the chain of custody of physical
evidence but not for any other person, including the
defendant or the defendant's lawer. That's ny point. [|'m
not hearing anything fromyou to suggest that ny point
shoul d not be well taken other than to say, it includes |aw
enforcenment and no one else.”

"Representative, you know, | think what this Bill has to
do is to maintain these files and to retain these records
after the trial. And so, there's a procedure that's in
pl ace, and what this Bill is sinply saying, to retain these
records after trial, that no one maliciously, or no one
shal | carelessly, |lose these files."

J.: "Chapter 725, Section 116-4, chain of custody,
appears to me subsection (a) to apply to pretrial
procedures, pretrial proceedings if you will, as well as
proceedi ngs during the trial. | don't believe your Bill is
confined only to post trial proceedings where there's been
a conviction. In fact, I'"'mnot sure how you could nake
t hat argunent when you | ook at subsection (a)."

"Representative, | just can't see... Wiat we're doing here
is not anything differently what is currently being done.™

J.: "Ckay, then, if it's not any different, if it's doing
nothing, then | guess that begs the question, why are we
passi ng | egislation, then?"

"Well, this is the post trial, this is the post trial
after..."

J.: "No. Subsection (a) is not post-trial. That is not
what it says. It's talking about a chain of custody, a
chain of custody for evidence that's going to be used at

the trial. And then your Bill goes on to say that, 'if
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Speaker

Tur ner,

Speaker

Tur ner,

Speaker

G |l es:

there is a conviction', and you don't want to address if
there's not a conviction, and | understand that, because
there's no right to an appeal for the state, if they | ose.
It goes on to say, what you expect from prosecutorial
authorities, "if there has been a conviction.' But
subsection (a) appears to ne, to apply to pretri al
proceedings, as well as proceedings at the trial itself.
Vell anyway, to the Bill."

Hartke: "To the Bill."

J.: "It appears everybody's ready to go honme, so Il
shut up. But | do want to say this."

Hart ke: "Thank you."

J.: "l t hi nk that subsection (a), unequivocally,
absolutely, applies to pretrial proceedings, and in fact,
it indeed gets to the heart of preparation for trial, in
mai ntai ning the chain of custody. | think that while it's
a well-intentioned Bill, it is problematical, problemtical
not only as to subsection (a), it's a problemfor the
reasons that Representative Durkin has previously pointed
out. And | also think it's a problemw th the point | nade
earlier, that it nakes it a felony for |law enforcenent to
violate the chain of custody of physical evidence that s
important for proof in a crimnal case, whether it be proof
of gquilt, or proof of innocence, but it doesn't have any
penalty for any other person who may violate that chain of

custody, and that certainly could be the defendant, in

certain situations or the defendant's |awyer. |  would
prefer you take it out of the record. | suppose you' re not
going to, and it'll probably fly out of here, but | have to

vote 'no', Representative."
Hartke: "Representative Gles to close.”

"Thank you, M. Speaker. | think what the previous
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speaker has allowed us to get off the actual... the thrust
of the Bill. And the Bill is to protect the innocent, the

i ndi vi dual that may be innocent, that may be on death row,
to give that individual sone recourse. |In the State of
II'linois we have overturned 13 convictions of individuals
that are on death row. Now, if we did not have forensic
testing; if we did not have a neasure in which these
i ndividuals can have recourse to prove their innocence; or
in some case to actually catch the perpetrator, then, |
would say that this state would totally be at a travesty.
But we do have some laws on the book. And this is a
measure that | think that wll nmake it better. And | think
that every individual should have the opportunity of DNA
testing if they are on death row They're at the end of

their row, and they should have that opportunity. And I

think that if this Bill will help in any case, | think we
should pass this Bill. And this Bill sinply states, 'that
i ndi vi dual s should have their records retained... these

records should be retained until that individual have the
opportunity to exonerate thenselves. And | ask for passage
of this legislation. And, of course, we have nunerous of
proponents of this legislation. W have Janmes R Thonpson
of Wnston and Strawn. W have Honorabl e George Leighton a
retired United States District Attorney (sic-Judge). e
have Brian Crowe with a lawfirm So we have numerous of
individuals, and | <could go on, that support this
| egi sl ation. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall the House pass House
Bill 4593?" Al those in favor wll signify by voting
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al

voted who wish? M. Cderk, there's one person not voting.
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M. Cerk, take the record. On this issue, there were 102
Menber s voti ng ‘yes', 13 Menber s voti ng ''no' .
Representative Bl ack."
Black: "Yes, | clearly said before you closed the board, 1'lI
seek a verification should ny side |ose the argunent. What

side am | on? Al right. [I'll verify the 'no" votes.

Aah, the heck with it."

Speaker Hartke: "Your request is not tinely, Representative
Bl ack. "
Bl ack: "You know, for once.. for once, M. Speaker, | agree wth

you. Thank you very nuch.™

Speaker Hartke: "I apologize... On this issue, there are 102
Menmbers voting 'yes', 13 Menbers voting 'no', and O voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. M. Oerk, commttee
announcenents. "

Clerk Rossi: "The following commttees wll neet t onor r ow
nmorning. At 8 a.m the Judiciary-11 Crimnal Law Committee
in D1. At 8:30 the Executive Commttee in CG1. Also, at
8:30 the State Governnent Commttee in 118. At 8 a.m the
Appropriations-Human Services Commttee will neet in Room
114. The following conmttees will neet at 9 a.m: the
H gher Education Committee in D1, the Registration and
Regul ation Commttee in 122B, the Revenue Committee in C1

and the Transportation of Mdtor Vehicles Commttee in Room

118."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hoffrman for an announcenent."”

Hof fman: "Yes, the Transportation Conmttee that's scheduled to
meet at 9:00, it will be cancelled. It wll be cancelled

so Menbers of the Transportation Commttee do not have to
cone in the norning."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Erwin."
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Erwn: "Thank you, Speaker. The Hi gher Education Conmttee is
scheduled and it wll neet at 9:00 in D1, so I'd

appreciate it if everybody would be there. W have four or

five Bills and Resolutions to do. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Brunsvold."
Brunsvol d: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and GCentlenen of
the House. In two weeks the Sportsnens Caucus will be

having their event at the Artisan Building at t he
Fai r gr ounds. And just |like to remnd everybody that's a
Caucus Menber that anything you can get for the auction
wll be appreciated. We're raising noney for youth and
handi capped activities in the Departnent of Nat ur al
Resources, so Mrch the 8th, tw weeks fromtoday, we'll
have the auction reception at the Artisan Building at the
Fai rgrounds. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Davis."

Davi s, M : "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Human Resources
Appropriations Commttee will neet at 8:00 and Departnment
of Children and Famly Services will be testifying, so if
there are any Menbers who have questions about t he
Department of Children and Fam |y Services budget, they
will be welcome to be at the Human Service Conmttee at 8
a.m in Room 114."

Speaker Hartke: "The Chair would Iike to make an announcenent.
W will be in Session tonorrow from 10 until about 7 p.m
W will be in Session Friday, as well, so plan accordingly.
There being nothing further at this tine, Representative
Sharp noves that the House stand adjourned until the hour
of 10 a.m tonorrow norning, Thursday norning, allow ng
perfunctory tinme for the Clerk. Al those in favor say
‘aye'; opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the

‘ayes' have it and the House stands adjourned."
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Cerk

Rossi: "Perfunctory Sessi on wi | | conme to or der.
I ntroduction of Resolutions. House Resolution 584, House
Resol uti on 585 and House Resol ution 599 are assigned to the
Rules Commttee. There being no further business, the

House Perfunctory Session stands adjourned.™
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