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Speaker Brunsvold: "The House will cone to order. Al Menbers,
pl ease be at their desks. W will be led in prayer today
by Reverend Lee Arthur Crawford wth the Victory Tenple
Church of God in Christ. The guests in the Gallery may
wish to rise for the invocation. Reverend Crawford."
Reverend Crawford: "Let us pray. Gacious and eternal God, we
look to You as superior, for You are superior in w sdom
under st andi ng, and know edge. So, we ask that You | ook and
smle on us this day as we |l ook to You, for Your servant

David said that he wll [ift his eyes to the hills from

whi ch coneth his help, for his help canme from the Lord.

So, as we look up and lift wup our mnds, lift up our
hearts, lift up our souls for confort, for wsdom for
under st andi ng, and above all, for guidance throughout this

day. This we kindly ask, Anen."

Speaker Brunsvold: "W wll be Iled in pl edge t oday by
Representative Calvin Gles."

Gles - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
for all."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Cerk, Roll Call for Attendance. M .
Cross, for the Republican absentees.™

Cross: "M. Speaker, thank vyou. W are all here on the
Republ i can side, ready to go."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Thank you, M. Cross. For the Denocrats, M.
Hart ke. "

Hartke: "Looking around, | think that all Denocrats are here,
ready to do the work of the people and the kids of the
State of Illinois."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Thank you, M. Hartke. M. Cerk, take the

record. There are 118 answering the Roll Call. W do have
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a quorum M. Cerk, Commttee Reports.”

Clerk Bolin: "Representative Pugh, Chairman fromthe Commttee on
Human Services, to which the follow ng Fl oor Arendnents
were referred, action taken on May 29, 1997, reported the
sane back with the foll ow ng recommendation/s: 'be adopted
Fl oor Amendnents 1, 2 and 3 to Senate Bill 600."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Cerk, House Bill 1327. Representative
Cl ayton. Representative Cayton, the hour is growing | ate.
On page five of the Cal endar,under Resolutions, 1is House
Resol uti on 112. Representati ve Conni e Howar d.
Representative Howard."

Howard: "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker. This Resolution, House
Resol uti on 112, merely asks t hat t he House of
Representatives wurge the National Governnent to continue
funding for the Illinois' Lincoln Challenge Program W
need this program so that our young people within this
state may continue to be afforded the opportunity to
develop new and productive skills that will aid themin
their future endeavors. As you know, Lincoln Challenge is
located in Rantoul Illinois at the site of the forner
Chanute Air Force Base, and it is designed to help troubled
young people of our state, through a voluntary program
where the participants reside at the site in Rantoul, and
| earn sel f-discipline and respect for both thenselves and
people they work with on a daily basis. | ask the
consideration of this Body for its support of this
Resol ution."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady has asked for the adoption of House
Resol ution #112. |Is there any discussion? The question
is, '"Shall the House adopt House Resolution 112?" Al in
favor say 'aye'; all opposed say 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it

and House Resolution 112 is adopted. M. Cerk, Commttee
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Announcenent . "

Clerk Bolin: "The Rules Commttee will neet immediately in the
Speaker's Conference Room The Rules Commttee wll neet

i medi ately in the Speaker's Conference Room ™

Speaker Brunsvold: "Conmttee Report, M. Cerk."

Clerk Bolin: "Representative Currie, Chairman fromthe Commttee
on Rules, to which the following neasures were referred,
action taken on My 29, 1997, reported the sane back
recommend: 'be adopted' Conference Commttee Report #1 to
House Bill 1121, to concur with Senate Anendnent 1 to House
Bill 1375, Mdtions to recede House Arendnent 1 to Senate
Bill 218, House Amendnent 1 to Senate Bill 551, and House
Amrendnent 1 to Senate Bill 837."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. d erk, Suppl enment al Cal endar
Announcenent . "

Clerk Bolin: "Supplenental Calendar #1 is being distributed."”

Speaker Brunsvold: "House Bill 1375, Representative Capparelli.
M. derk, out of the record. Senate Bill 551, M.
Schoenberg. "

Schoenberg: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | nove that the House recede from House Amendnent
#1 to Senate Bill 551. House Amendnent #1, pertained to
school counsel ors. The Senate has requested that this
Amendnent be renoved. There's agreenent on this issue and
| ask that we recede from House Amendnent #1, and urge your
favorabl e consideration.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman has noved to recede from House
Amendnent #1. And on that question, the Gentleman from
Vermlion, M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI 1l the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Sponsor yields."
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Bl ack: "Representative, | recall in debate that it was indicated
t hat the Senate Sponsor was in agreement wth this
Amendnent. That is not the case evidently?"

Schoenberg: "The Senate Sponsor was in agreenment with a related
issue, and after sone discussion, had a change of heart,
and so the Senate Sponsor has indeed asked that House
Amendnent #1 be wthdrawn. And |I'm happy to accommodat e
that request, as |I'mhappy to accompdate virtually any
request fromnmy Senator."

Black: "May | conplinment you on a very reasonable position. |
stand in support of your WMtion to Recede from this
Amendnent . "

Schoenberg: "Thank you, Sir."

Bl ack: "Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Further discussion? The question is, 'Shal
t he House recede from House Anendnent #1 to Senate Bil
5517 This is final action. Al in favor vote 'aye'; al
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Cerk, take the record. And on this question there are
116 wvoting 'yes'; 2 voting 'no'; O voting 'present'. And
t he House does recede from House Anmendnment #1 to Senate
Bill 551. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. Senate Bill 837, M.
Morrow. "

Morrow. "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. | recede from House Anendnent #1 to Senate Bil
837."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman has noved to recede from the
House Anendnent. s there any discussion? Seeing none,
the question is, 'Shall the House recede from House

Amendnent #1 to Senate Bill 8377 This is final action.
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Al in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed vote 'no'. The voting
is open. Have all voted who wsh? Have all voted who

Tur ner,

Speaker

wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? M. derk, take the
record. On that question, there are 118 voting 'yes'; O
voting 'no'; O voting 'present'. And the House does recede
from House Anendnment #1 to Senate Bill 837. And this Bill
having received a Constitutional Mjjority, is her eby
decl ared passed. Senate Bill 218, M. Art Turner."

A.: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen of
the Assenbly. 1'd like to recede from House Anendnent 1 to
Senate Bill 218."

Brunsvol d: "The Gentl eman has noved to recede from House
Amendnent #1. And on that question, is there any
di scussion? Seeing none, the question is, 'Shall the House
recede from House Anendnent #1 to Senate Bill 2187 Thi s
is final action. Al in favor vote '"aye'; all opposed vote
'no' . The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? M. derk,
take the record. On that question, there are 118 voting
'yes'; 0 voting 'no'; 0 voting 'present'. And the House
does recede from House Anmendnent #1 to Senate Bill 218.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjjority,
is hereby declared passed. M. Cderk, Senate Bill 645.

The Lady from Cook, Representative Currie."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 645. The Bill has been read a second

Speaker
Curri e:

tine, previ ously. No Comm ttee Amendnent s. Fl oor
Amendnent #1, offered by Representative Currie.”
Brunsvol d: "The Lady from Cook, Representative Currie.”
"Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. Fl oor
Amendnent 1 to Senate Bill 645 offers us the opportunity
for an historic fundanental change in the way we fund

school districts across the State of Illinois. It is no
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surprise to anybody in this Chanber that sone 6 to 700
t housand of our youngsters are going to schools that, no
matter how high their individual property tax rates, are
not able to provide funding that will give those children
access to a quality education. W have, over the years,
used new revenues to increase funding to public education
inlllinois, but using that new revenue growh, we have
slipped further and further behind in the share of support
the state pays for public education in this state. Wi | e
our neighbor states are noving to fund 50% half of the
cost of public education, we have slipped over the last 20
years from 48% to 32% This Amendnent offers us the
opportunity to do three major and fundanental things:
Increasing the inconme tax, providing the |argest property
tax break in the history of this state, and | would venture
to say any other, will put much nore reliance on general
state taxes to fund public education and we wll in
addition solve the problem of wunderfunding in t hose
property tax poor districts where 7 hundred thousand of our
children do not today, have the opportunity to learn. The
pl an, sinply put, would increase the inconme tax .75% to
provide 9 hundred mllion dollars, 9 hundred mllion
dollars in property tax relief. It would provide $614
mllion new dollars for public schools, targeting poverty
dollars to the schools that have the |argest nunbers of
poor children and making sure that districts across the
state can reach the $42 hundred foundation level. In
addition, there are reforns, substantial reforns, of the
way we honor and work wth the teaching profession in
I1linois. Today, as you know, it takes two years to get
tenure in the State of Illinois. Under this proposal, it

will take four. It takes 35 bucks and a college degree to
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beconme a certified teacher in Illinois, today. Under this
Bill, it wll take four years. This is a major change, a

maj or change in the way we do the teaching business. And
under this Bill, teachers wll have to renew their
certificates every five years, not just by sending a $4
check to the state, but by going through an evaluation and
by show ng t hat t hey have achi eved pr of essi onal
devel opnent . | know there are sone anong you who think
that there are other ways we can solve this problem in a
fundanental way. I'"'m sorry to have to tell you, you're
wong. A mx of small taxes and a reliance on rosy revenue
estimates in the future is just plain not going to do the
] ob. If it were that easy, we'd have done it a long tine
ago. | am pleased to stand here in support of the
Governor's program a programthat finally says, 'Yes, the
state nust step up to the plate. W have to do the job of
making sure our kids, all of our kids, have access to a
quality education.'" W can do that with a small rise in
the inconme tax and we can at the same tine provide najor

property tax relief to our citizens. Approximtely 28% of

the property tax bill that goes to public education, we
believe that's the nunber we're talking about. That's
maj or property tax relief. | would be happy to answer your
gquesti ons. | hope vyou'll join me and the Governor in

stepping up to the plate, finally to do a job of
restructuring the way we finance public education in the
State of Illinois and fundanentally reformng the way we
work with the teachers who teach our young."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Ladies and Gentleman of the House, this is a
very inportant Bill. Let's have staff retire to the back
of t he Chanber, please, and give the debaters the

opportunity to debate the Bill. Please let's have staffs
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retire to the back of the Chanber and give your attention
to the Ladies and Gentlenen that will be debating this very
i nportant issue. The Lady has asked for the adoption of

Amendnent  #1. And on that question, the Gentleman from

Kendall, M. Cross."

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. A couple of Inquiries of the
Chair."

Speaker Brunsvold: "State your Inquiry."”

Cross: "In ny reading of the Bill, the Arendnent that we just
recei ved yesterday, as you're aware, on page 67, line 11

there is a continuing appropriation fromthe Comon School
Fund to the Public Teachers' Pension and Retirenment Fund of
Chi cago. If I'm reading House Rule 22(b) correctly,
provides that no Bill that provides for an appropriation of
money fromthe state treasury nmay be considered for passage

by the House unless it has first been favorably reported by

an Appropriations Commttee. Now, | understand this Bil
went t hr ough t he Revenue Committee yesterday. The
Parliamentary Inquiry is, howthis Bill, which contains an

appropriation, got to the Floor going nerely through the
Revenue Commttee and not an Appropriations Conmmttee?
That's nmy first Inquiry."”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Parlianmentarian is checking on that.
Wuld you like to state your second Inquiry, please?"

Cross: "Wy don't we wait for this one if we can get an answer,
then we'll go to nunber two, if that's possible? That's
page 15 in the Rules, M. Speaker."

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Cross, the Parlianmentarian would like to
answer your first question.”

Parl i anentari an Kasper: "Representative Cr oss, Article 1V,
Section 8 of the State Constitution provides that there are

three different types of Bills that are considered by the
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Cr oss:

CGeneral Assenbly: Substantive Bills, Appropriations Bills
and Revisory Bills. The Rule that you cited, applies to
Appropriations Bills. This is not an Appropriation Bill
this is a Substantive Bill therefore, the Inquiry is out of
order."

"Well, M. Speaker and M. Parlianmentarian, with all due
respect, if you look at this Bill that's been filed, this
is a continuing Appropriation to the Chicago Teachers
Fund, $10 mllion a year. Now, if that's not an
appropriation issue, | don't know what is an appropriation
i ssue. | think we're inviting a lawsuit on this Bill. If
that's your ruling, we will certainly abide by it. But, |
want to caution all of us be careful for the |awsuit that
is soon to come. The second Inquiry, and I refer to the
Constitution, Article 1V, Section 8, it states that Bills
...except Bills for Appropriations and for the codification
revision or rearrangenent of Bills shall be confined to one
subject. Appropriation Bills shall be |imted to the
subject of Appropriations. Qur Inquiry, the Parlianentary
Inquiry, is why does this Bill, which contains nore than an
appropriation, why doesn't it violate this clause? Qur
reading of the Bill is that it creates ...it funds the
pensions, it anmends the School Code. W have academc
reforms in here. It creates several fornms of bureaucracy
on new levels. How are we not violating this section of

the Constitution?"

Parlianentarian Kasper: "Representative Coss, and this is in

relation to your first Inquiry, as well. The clause of the
Constitution that you cited refers to the differentiation
bet ween Substantive Bills and Appropriations Bills. And as
the Suprenme Court has interpreted that rule, under the case

of Benjamn v. Devin Bank, it sinply provides that
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Cr oss:

Appropriations Bills, nonies that actually approp... Bills
that actually appropriate funds to various state agencies
may not contain substantive provisions. As | said, in
relation to your first Inquiry, this is a Substantive Bil
and not an Appropriations Bill, therefore, this Bill does
not violate that clause in the Constitution."

"But, this Bill deals wth pensions, taxes, and schools.
We have faced this issue, if you recall, sone tine ago when
we dealt wth the LUST Fund and the Sex O f ender
Regi stration Act, two separate issues within one Bill, and
if I"'mnot mstaken, a judge in Cook County threw that Bill
out and we had to come back before this General Assenbly
and address it. | hope we're not headi ng down the sane
path in the event this Bill passes, that we're going to be
addressing it again in the Fall Veto Session because we' ve

chosen to ignore the Constitution."

Par | i ament ari an Kasper: "In response to t hat guesti on,

Cr oss:

Representative Cross, | believe that this Bill does not
violate the single subject <clause of the Constitution.
This is... this instance, all of the neasures that are
contained in this Bill deal with the question of education
f undi ng in its broad sense. | believe that this

substantially simlar to the case of Gay Haus Cafe v.

Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority, which contained

provisions regarding taxes and other substantive areas.
So, thisis simlarly related.”

"M. Parlianmentarian, | guess | fail to see the connection
bet ween the Pension Fund and children of the State of
I11inois. Can you make that connection for us between the
Pensi on Fund and the School Code along the sanme |I|ines of
what we were talking about? Mke, if I'mnot m staken,

this Bill does fund on an annual basis, the Teachers' Fund

10
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and Pension Fund in the Gty of Chicago, aml right? Ten
mllion dollars a year?"
Parlinmentarian Kasper: "That's correct. The provisions of the
Pensi on Code..."
Cross: "Right."
Parlimentarian Kasper: "...relate to pension systens as to
teachers, therefore, it is related to the question of
education.”

Cross: "Thank you for that connection or an attenpt at one.

Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady from Cook, Representative Monique
Davi s. "
Davis, M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise in support of this

very tinely legislation. For nore than two decades, this
Body has talked about refunding the nmethod for funding
education. According to the 1970 Constitution, the State
of Illinois should be the primary source of funding for our
schools, not property tax. This Bill, 645 (sic-Senate
Bill), gives you that chance to change the way we fund
education in the State of Illinois. For years, ny suburban
col | eagues have <cried, have wailed, have sought property
tax relief. This Bill gives $9 hundred mllion in property
tax relief. This is your chance to vote for property tax
relief. For years, we've tal ked about the need to increase

the state's share of educational funding and renove the

onus fromsenior citizens and property tax. This Bill is
your chance. This is your opportunity, Ladies and
Gentl enmen, to put your noney where your mouth is. Back

home in canpaign rhetoric, we have said to people, we are
going to bring honme dollars for education. W have said to
people, we are going to bring state doll ars. We're going

to take it away fromproperty tax, place the onus on the

11
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i ncone tax, those who are working. This 1is your chance.
Excuses, excuses, excuses. The time for excuses have run
out. Either we're going to fund education and have value
on every child in this state or we are going to continue to
wail and whine about it. A child who lives in Rural
IIlinois wll have an opportunity to have a basi c
foundation | evel for his education simlar to sone of those
in nore affluent communities. The young man who sits
across fromnme, Tom Johnson's son, who's traveled all the

way to Russia and is now visiting us, he deserves the best

education no matter where he |ives. H s education should

not be dependent upon where his house happens to be. |If he
lives in Chicago, in a Chicago project, he deserves an
excel l ent education fromthe State of Illinois, just as he

would if he canme from DuPage County. Children from Rura
II'l1inois deserve that foundation |evel beginning wth $42
hundred and in four or five years, to go to $45 hundred.
Senior citizens who have been retired a nunber of vyears,
sone of them over 20 years, receiving a pension froma
conpany that may now be closed. They have no opportunity
for an increase in that pension. And yet, we are expecting
them to bear the burden of educational rising costs placed
on their property tax. Ladies and Centlenen, this my be
your only <chance 1in the next 10 years. The Governor has
kept his word. He stood here before us in his Budget
Address. He stood here before us in the State of the State
Addr ess. When | shook his hand, | said, 'Governor Edgar,
don't forget education. Please, don't forget education.'
And he shook his head. | congratulate himtoday and |
t hank Speaker M chael Madigan for being honest wth the
people of Illinois for <caring about all the children.

Ladi es and Gentlenen, today is your chance."

12


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
71st Legi sl ative Day May 29, 1997
Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady from Cook, Representative Milligan."

Mul I'i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Sponsor yields."

Mul I'i gan: "Representative, we're told we're getting property tax
relief in this Bill. Howlong will that property tax be
rebat ed?"

Currie: "How | ong?"

Mul I'i gan: "Yes."

Currie: "Under the terns of the Bill, in perpetuity, forever and
ever. Because the way the Bill reads, the noney that cones
into the fund and the treasury froma portion of the incone
tax increase will be devoted to property tax relief. That
amount will calculate how nmuch property tax relief 1is
avai |l abl e and t he county clerks and assessors and
treasurers will go ahead and do the abating. |In fact, the
property tax relief in this Bill, given that incone taxes
are rising today at a faster rate than property taxes, wll
grow over the years..."

Mul l'igan: "Well, ny understanding is that the property tax relief
will stay in effect until the assessnent |evel reaches once
again what it is now So, in other words, ny district wll
still be paying out eventually that sane amount of property

tax even though we're giving away a | arge anount of incone

t ax. So, how can you say that that's not... that it's
forever? | nean..."

Currie: "Because the statute says it is. The statute says we
will take this percentage increase in the incone tax, and

its growh and that will be devoted to property tax relief,
property tax relief for those dollars that we pay locally
to public education. Not only will it continue, unless we
change the statute, but it will grow over tine. So, what

today may be a 28% reduction in the property taxes you pay

13
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for schools in four, five, or six years time, it could be
35 or 40% a reducti on.

Mul I'i gan: "How about the 'hold harnless' ?"

Currie: "And as that happens, as that happens, the state support
for financing public education wll continue to grow So
under this Bill, the state noves from paying 32 cents on
the dollar for public schools to 43 cents, 43% on the
dollar ...43%of the cost will conme to the state.”

Mul ligan: "That's really a big deal in ny district when right now
they pay three to seven cents on the dollar, and our
property taxes have been paying for education for a 1long
tine. How long will the '"hold harm ess' be in effect? M
under standi ng fromthe Governor's dot points is one year or
indefinite. Indefinite by ny definition neans, whenever."

Currie: "The 'hold harmess' will stay in effect until it is no
| onger needed. VWhat wll happen is that the first year
about $20 million of the 614 mllion wll go to 'hold
harm ess', those districts that otherw se would | ose noney
because of the recalculation of the poverty dollars or
because of the unwei ghting of the high school students. It
is anticipated that the dollars to nmake those districts
whole in year 2 would be about 12 mllion. The nunber
would reduce to 9 mllion the follow ng year, but the
commtnment in the Bill, is to continue to fund that
difference wuntil the districts have caught up to the new

formul ati on."

Mul | i gan: "What happens if there is a recession?"

Currie: "Wat happens to what if there is a recession?”

Mul I'i gan: "The amount of noney that the state takes in, both in
income tax and other areas. If there isn't the noney

there, wll we suddenly have a CGeneral Assenbly or a new

Governor that votes not to do this any | onger?"

14
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Currie: "Should the incone tax receipts not grow as substantially
as they have in the past, property tax relief would not
grow as we anticipate it will, but it would not go away."

Mul ligan: "To the Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Proceed."

Mul I'igan: "When | was elected to the General Assenbly, | cane
with a premse that there were three things that | should
do. Nunber one, | should vote to represent ny district. |
was elected froma district and not at-large. Nunber two,
| should vote for statewi de refornms or issues that would
help ny district. Nunber three, I wuld vote for state
i ssues that are for the overall good, which | believe would
also help ny district. But there's a fourth issue here.
The fourth issue is, do not vote to harmny district. \%%
district, over the |last several years has funded education
thenmsel ves. W get 3 to 7% State Ald. My local district

was one of the top 100 by Money Market Magazi ne the | ast

year for the bang for the buck on where we |I|ive. And |
will tell you, we pay property taxes and my comrunities pay
a lot for their houses, the sane houses that cost a | ot
less in other parts of the state. In 1986 and 1987, we
fl ooded. W live, in ny district, next to O Hare and next
to the Des Plaines River. W were considered a disaster
ar ea. W have not been able to have our flood projects
funded by the state. W have increasingly funded the state
overall wi th our high incone tax. Under this plan, $22
mllion wll go out of income tax out of ny district. The
property tax relief that we wll get wll not necessarily
be replaced in order to fund our schools. And since we
fund our schools to a nmuch higher level now, we certainly
do not and will not be able to replace those nonies to keep

our schools at high |Ilevels. People that live next to
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O Hare Airport and the Des Plaines River do no pay a high
price for a house and high property taxes because they |ike
the airport noise or the flooding fromthe river. They pay
a high price there because the school systemis excellent.
Qur children go to college. M district, for a Republican
District, has the highest nunber of immgrants. W fund
peopl e in non-speaking English [|anguages in our school
system W pick up that tab ourself. W do not get the
correspondi ng noney back for poor people or people that are
not being covered. W cover them we take care of them
The immgrants nove to our district because we give their
children a good education. W pay a hospital tax. | have
several hospitals in ny district. That hospital tax went
to cover disproportionate hospitals around the state. e
fund t hose hospital s W th our noney. Private,
not-for-profit hospitals with boards that put noney into
t hem So, once again, our tax dollars go out over the
state to help them The anount of noney that the new
revenue brings in over, we expect $1 billion, is paid by
people frommny district by higher income tax and business
noney. That noney once again goes out over the state to
pay for other peoples' education while we fund our own.
The high cost of housing for our teachers. W pay our
teachers a good salary, sure, but it costs them a lot to
live. The object of this plan, in March of 1996, was to
raise an incone tax. W expressed our concern over what it
woul d do to our districts then. W have had a year plus to
come up with a better plan that would not harm the
districts that have substantially been funding the state
for along tine. | canme here with the idea that | wanted
to help other children, but not at the expense of our own

districts. Qur honmes will not be worth the noney that they
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were if our education system goes down. Qur senior
citizens who need property tax relief will not be able to
sell those honmes for probably four tinmes what they paid for
t hem So, what good will property tax relief be if we can
no | onger fund our schools? M local school district had
780 students in one district that just noved in because of
the roll-over in homes because young couples want to cone
to our district for the school system W went out and
passed a referendumon the first time to build a new school
and to take care of that. | have another district that
substantially struggles to keep up the scores because of
the influx of immgrants and we take care of t hat
our sel ves. There is no way that | can support this Bill
| do not understand how anyone could cone here and
substantially harmother districts that have virtually been
carrying the load for themfor years and then say there is
sonet hing wong with what we are doing here. The Governor,
t he people, the experts we have, have had plenty of time to
come up with an alternative program \Wen the Republicans
have put forth two alternative prograns t hat woul d
substantially allow the sanme relief for the districts
W thout raising incone taxes, we were told that we did not
have a good plan. Well, our plan is a good plan. Wy
should we give away all this noney out of our district,
have no local control, raise taxes, continue to fund the
nmoney? | have no problemw th hel ping Human Services, but
| cannot understand what's happeni ng here when we have to
raise all this extra nmoney to fund a system that 1is
essentially going to bankrupt people that have |arge
nort gages, have two incones to pay for them to keep their
kids in school that we've funded and then send our tax

dollars across the state to fund other people. | urge a
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'no' vote on this absolutely preposterous Bill."
Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from Cook, M. Parke. For what

reason do you rise?"

Parke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. |  have a Parl i amentari an
I nquiry. "

Speaker Brunsvold: "State your request."

Par ke: "Yes. It is ny understanding that Speaker Madi gan has
required that all pension legislation go through the

Pension Laws Conmttee. Can you tell nme why this portion
of the Bill that dealt with the Chicago Teachers' Pension
System did not go through the Pension Laws Commttee?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "It's not provided for in the Rules. [It's not
a Parlianmentary Inquiry, M. Parke."

Parke: "I don't under st and t hat st at enent . | t IS ny
under st andi ng, according to the Rules of the House, that
all pension |egislation nust go through the Pension Laws
Committee and the part of bailing out the Chicago Teachers
Pensi on System "

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Parke, would you cite that Rule? Wuld
you cite that Rule, House Rule in the Rul e book?"

Parke: "Staff has said that it has been t he expressed
understanding of the House that no Pension Bills will cone
out of the Pension Laws Commttee. Speaker Madigan is at
the podium Perhaps he could address this."

Speaker Brunsvold: "It's not provided for in the Rules, M.
Parke. M. Parke. Rep..."

Parke: "So, you're trying to tell ne...

Speaker Brunsvold: "M...."

Parke: "...that any Pension Bill now can go sinply through the
House onto the Floor wthout having to go through the
Pension Law Commttee. You're saying, in the Chair, that

that is acceptable procedure now? Perhaps, Speaker Madi gan
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m ght want to address that because...”
Speaker Brunsvold: "If you have a Parliamentary Inquiry cite the

Rul e, M. Parke. | think Representative Currie has a

comment on the pension question. Representative Currie.”

Currie: "lI'msorry. | didn't catch the question."
Speaker Brunsvol d: "Pension, the pension request by M. Parke."
Currie: "M understanding is the Pension Laws Conm ssion approved

| anguage that would say that the Chicago Teachers' Pension
Fund shoul d be funded at 20% of what the state pays for the
Downst at e Teacher Retirenment Fund. This neasure, in the
Amendnent to Senate Bill 645, actually tags in at a | ower
percentage than that that was approved by the Pension Laws

Conmi ssion. "

Parke: "That may not be acceptable to a | ot of downstaters, but
the fact of the matter is, is that the Pension Laws
Commttee said we 'should do this. It's a whole | ot
different than we "shall' do it under this |egislation

Currie: "Well, we're doing..."

Parke: "And so, you are now mandating that the taxpayers of
Illinois, all over Illinois, are going to pay for Chicago
teachers, and I just want to know if that was passed
through the Pension Laws Conmttee that we 'shall' do it
and that the taxpayers of downstate Cairo and downstate
other areas are going to pay for the Chicago Teachers
Pension Systens? |'d like to knowif that's the case."

Currie: "I would remnd you, first of all, | would remnd you
that there is a continuing appropriation for downstate
teachers. Legislation adopted by this Assenbly says, that
the state should fund the Chicago Teachers' Pension System
at between 20 and 30% of what we spend for downstate
teachers. That is already the law of this state. Now, the

pension nonies have not ever reached that 20% |et al one
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Par ke:

Curri e:

Par ke:

Curri e:

30% And in a day of continuing appropriation, the failure
of the adm nistration to increase the total for Chicago by
anything in the |ast several years, obviously is and should
be, a sticking point. The way this legislation is drafted,

the legislation for the Chicago Teacher' Pension Fund, the
way it's drafted, we will not reach 20% of what we're
spending on the Downstate Teachers' System |In fact, the
percentage will decline fromapproximtely 17% now, to 9%
in the year 2009. It seens to ne only fair that when we
al ready have a | aw on the books that says, 'Yes, we have a
responsibility for funding the pension systemfor Chicago
school teachers, it's finally tinme for us to step up to the
plate and do it. And | can't understand why this should be
a sticking point for those of you who've already said that

we wll continuing... in a continuing appropriation, make
sure that we fund it 100% what goes on in the Downstate
Teachers' System"

"I't is ny understanding, it is ny understanding, that the
| egislation said that we 'may' do that, and it would take
| egislation by this Body to do it. This says we 'shall' do
it.

"Yes, it does."

"That nmeans that $11 mllion of the Chicago taxpayers do
not have to be expended on their school teachers and the
downstate and the suburban and collar counties now are
going to have to put out of their pockets, another $11
mllion for the Chicago teachers. This is mandating that
it happen, not legislation that said we 'may' do it. You
are now doing it."

"It should, of course, have been part of that original
| egislation. Let me just point out, Chicagoans are today

funding the Downstate Teacher Pension Systemthrough a
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Par ke:

Curri e:

Par ke:

Speaker

Phel ps:

continuing appropriation. Were do you t hi nk t hose
hundreds of mllions of dollars that we spend every year,
where do you think they're comng fron? They're not just
comng fromdownstate. They're com ng from Chi cagoans, as
well. Alittle bit of fair play, it seens to ne, is called
for and again, | wuld reiterate the Pensi on Laws
Conmm ssion said 20% this is well below that. CQur state
statutes already say between 20 and 30% and I can't, for
the life of me, figure out what your problemis."”

"My problem is, is that again, this is mandating that we
do it, and it ought to have gone through the Pension Laws

Comm ttee as specifically...

"It did."
.a specific Bill mandating that all the taxpayers of
the State of Illinois increase their <costs in Chicago
pensi on systens. | will let the taxpayers of this state

deci de whether or not they think that's a good idea."
Brunsvold: "The Gentlenman from Saline, Representative
Phel ps. "

"Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen of the
House. | renenber the same coments, the sanme concerns,
and yes, even the sane commtnent made known al nost 14
years ago when | first arrived here at this Body. And |
can still hear the echoes in the halls and the | obbies of
the same quotes, 'W nust reform how we fund education. W
must provi de adequate and fair funding for all the kids in
this state. W nust reduce our reliance on property taxes
as the main source and net hod of funding schools. W nust
find a permanent, stable solution for the disparity that
exists in this state.' |If that sounds famliar, | also
heard t hose very words and comments and even nore

el oquently put the first of this year, when we had the
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Commttee of the Wole Meeting, put all the plans on the
table, see where we go fromhere. Wll, here we are 14
years later at the end of a Session that has been
overwhelmed wth the rhetoric, political posturing, about
giving our kids in this state an equal chance, the sane
opportunities. But still today, Illinois ranks 46th in the
nation for spending per pupil disparity between rich and
poor school districts. And guess who's at the bottom and
the worst of all that? Today, educational opportunity in
this state is not determ ned by a young person's ability or
aptitude to excel, but it 1is decided by the student's
address, where you live in this state. |[If you happen to
live downstate and other property poor areas, instead of
havi ng conput er technol ogy available ...we are downstate in
many districts and | can take you an exanple of this. In
New Bur nsi de, Johnson County School District, we are forced
to convert storage closets into libraries. Instead of ny
ki ds, in Sout hern I11inois, being able to access
information on the Informati on H ghway, they are trying to
make the best wth obsolete text books. If we are truly
serious about reducing crinme, welfare, and Ilaunching an
aggressive, effective offense against drugs and gangs,
let's properly invest in education and demand t he
accountability and that the dividends be returned to save
the taxpayers. | have spent the |last several nonths wth
many of you and with the leaders in this Body in attenpting
to bring to us, this strategic point in time, a bipartisan
effort to reach the legislative process in harnony, to work
on a permanent solution for this overwhel m ng problem that
faces us today. W have worked hard to reach this point in
tine. There has been no di sagreenent on the overwhel m ng,

driving principles that should be incorporated in a plan
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and are in this plan, in fact, incorporated. Bringing the
t hreshol d, the foundation of the student bottom up to at
| east $42 hundred. Property tax relief in this Bill is not
only the largest in the history, but it's also for the
farmer. Quess what's the biggest industry in this state,
folks? Agriculture. They get relief. Property tax relief
and they are for this Bill. Concentrate on the poverty
area. Let's focus where the real poverty is and distribute
and target funds to those areas. That's in this Bill
What everybody said we should have as the principles, both
sides of the aisle, both Chanbers, everybody is saying
this. Hold harmess, 'hold harmess' has cone to nean
sonething different to sone people, but it really is 'hold
harmess’ in this ...l nmean, in this particular plan for
every school district. It really is a 'hold harmess', and
it's tied into growh every year as we clinb; forty-two

hundred this year for the kids, 43 next year, 44, and there

on out. It's guaranteed. It's tied to a permanent, stable
f undi ng. And nost inportantly, we do have a reliable
source of funding that we're basing it on. Not this

flimflam let's tie it to riverboat ganbling, let's tie it
to some type of pornographic filnms that we can rely on
that's always going to be around, let's tie it to a source
of funding that's for sandw ches or deli. How ridicul ous.
How ridi cul ous a plan would you want to tell your people
you can count on that wevery vyear to be around, to tie
sonething into a formal, stable funding? Bring our state
up to 50% participation. This nearly does that, and |
believe, as tinme goes on and our growh dollars are tied to
what we have in this plan, we will reach that point very
soon. Yes, | am proud to be a part of a process that's

worked in a bipartisan manner to reach this point where we

23


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

71st Legi sl ative Day May 29, 1997
are today. It's a very strategic point. | urge all of ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle, |ook beyond the

political rhetoric. Look beyond the threats of those that
tell you that this is not the way to go, because | Dbelieve
this will absolutely be the best vote |I could ever nmake for
the kids not only of this state, but definitely for,
Southern Illinois. W need your 'aye' vote. Think over it
very carefully before you nake a mstake not to support
this Bill. Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady has noved for the adoption of House
Fl oor Amendnent #1. All in favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'.
The 'ayes' have it. And the Anendnent has been adopted.

Furt her Anmendnent s?"

Clerk Rossi: "Floor Amendnent #2, offered by Representative
Currie.”
Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Currie.”

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. This is a technical Amendnent. The

word 'divided appeared twice in a lengthy sentence and it

shoul d only have appeared once. | urge its adoption.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady has noved for the adoption of the
Amendnment . And on that the Gentlenman from Kendall, M.
Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. An Inquiry of the Chair wth

respect to Fiscal Notes."

Speaker Brunsvold: "State your Inquiry."
Cross: "I'm sure you're aware of House Rule 41(a) that requires
that the House conply wth all 1Illinois laws requiring

Fiscal or other Notes and | would direct your attention to
the statutes, Chapter 25. And 1'Il quote the statute,
"Requires a Fiscal Note to be prepared for every Bill
maki ng a direct appropriation. The purpose of effect of

which is to expend any state funds or to increase or
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Speaker

Cr oss:

decrease the revenues of the state, either directly or
indirectly. The Notes shall be prepared prior to Second
Readi ng. Further provides that the Sponsor of the Bill
shall present a copy of the Bill along with the request for
a Fiscal Note to the board, comm ssion, departnent, agency,
or other entity of this state which is to receive or expend
the appropriation proposed, or which is responsible for
collection of the revenue. M. Speaker, in our exam nation
of the file, our wunderstanding is the only Fiscal Note
filed is by the Departnent of Revenue, and from what [|'m
reading from the Departnment of Revenue, all | see is a
st anped copy. How on earth anyone is to know whether it's
an original or not is beyond nme. | see a Bureau of the
Budget Fiscal Note that's been permtted ...that's been
filed, excuse ne."

Brunsvold: "M. Cross, would you state the Section in the
statute book?"

"Well, why don't | look at the Constitution, |I'msorry,
the portion of the General Assenbly Section, 25ILCS50. 2.
And | guess our biggest concern, M. Speaker, is the State
Board of Education has not filed a Fiscal Note. As you
know, the State Board of Education will be appropriating
t he noney and the spending portion of this. For wus to
proceed with this Bill, without having the State Board of
Education file a Fiscal Note, is preposterous. Fifty dash
two, M. Parlianentarian, and | guess the Inquiry further
is, are we going to nove this Bill to Third Readi nhg w t hout
a Fiscal Note being filed by the Departnent of... State

Board of Education? Excuse ne."

Parlianentarian Kasper: "Representative Cross, Section 2 of the

Fiscal Note Act provides that the Fiscal Note wll be

prepared by the, quote, 'board, comm ssion, departnent,
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agency, or other entity,' close quote, which is to, quote,
"receive or expend the appropriation proposed or which is
responsi ble for collection of the revenue.' C ose quote.

And, as | understand that it..."

Cross: "Are vyou suggesting that the State Board of Education has
absolutely no role in carrying out this Bill? They
appropriate the noney, they decide who's going to get the
money, and we're not going to require a Fiscal Note from
the State Board of Education?"

Parlianentarian Kasper: "Representative Cross, the Departnment of
Revenue wll be responsible for collecting the revenues
provided for in this Bill. And, yes, | amalso saying that
the State Board of Educati on Wil | not make an
appropriation, because the State Board of Education does
not do that."

Cross: "The State Board expends the noney, M. Parlianmentarian
and M. Speaker, and if you'll |ook at the | anguage you
just quoted, it tal ked about the expending of noney. The
Department of Revenue does not spend the noney. M.
Speaker . "

Speaker Brunsvold: "Yes, M. Cross.”

Cross: "l guess this is an exanple of the glaring problem wth

this Bill. And to try to shove this Bill down the throats
of everyone in the State of Illinois, you give it to us a
m nute before the Rules Commttee neets yesterday. W have
|l ess than 24 hours to read a Bill. W were supposed to get
it last Friday. W were supposed to get it on Monday. W
were supposed to get it on Tuesday. And now we get it with
24 hours to look at it and the State Board doesn't even
have an opportunity to file a Fiscal Note. | would ask
that you hold this Bill at |east another day until the

State Board of Education has an opportunity to file a
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Fiscal Note."
Speaker Brunsvold: "Thank you, M. Cross. Currie has noved for

the adoption of Floor Amendnent #2. Al in favor say
"aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it and Floor
Amendnent #2 is adopted. Further Anmendnents?”

Clerk Rossi: "No further Amendnents. The Notes that have been
requested on the Bill have been filed."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Third Reading. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Bill 645, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
II'linois I ncome Tax Act. Third Reading of this Senate
Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady from Cook, Representative Currie."”

Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker and Menbers of the House. W' ve
al ready had extensive debate, we may well have nore. I
just remnd you that this is your opportunity to do a job
we have all tal ked about in this General Assenbly for nore
than 20 years. The opportunity to see to it that all of
our children, not just the kids in our districts, but al
of our children have an opportunity for a quality public
education. Sone 6 to 7 hundred thousand children today,
live in districts that, wth confiscatory property tax
rates, cannot reach the foundation level, the mnimlly
adequate level of $42 hundred per child. [It's time for us
to do this job. People have talked about it from the
| kenberry Comm ssion to its predecessors. The Governor is
ready to stand up to the plate. And we can take home, not
only the know edge that we are fundanentally restructuring
the way we finance public education to help out these
children be economcally independent and effective in the
year 2000 and beyond, but we can provide our residents with
the largest property tax reduction in this state's,

possi bly any state's history. So, if you have a
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Speaker

Curry:

constituent who is paying $4 thousand in taxes, and 60% of
that bill goes to public education, $24 hundred, that
constituent will look at a Property Tax Bill that says
mnus $7 hundred, $7 hundred that individual can keep in
his or her pocket. | think that's something worth witing
home about. | think it's sonmething worth taking hone.
But, the real point is fundanentally to restructure the way
we finance public education, and make sure we are doing a
job for the poorest <children in the State of Illinois,
children we need if the state is going to continue to nobve
forward in an economcally healthy fashion. | invite your
support. I invite you to join t he Gover nor,
Representatives Black, and Phelps, and ne in making this
hi storic change in the State of Illinois."

Brunsvol d: "The Lady from Macon, Representative Curry."
"Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House. As a
downstate Legislator, | rise in strong support for this
Bill. For years I've listened to many of the individuals
in this Body tal k about the need for education reform And

for the two and a half years that |'ve been a Menber of

this House, | have not only tal ked about education funding
reform but | have heard each and every one of you talk
about it as well. And as downstate Legislators, for the

first time, we have an opportunity to help fund education
for all of the children of this state, the children of our
districts in Central and Southern Illinois, where the cost
per pupil, per spending for each year, is sonetinmes |ess
than $25 hundred. And in the wealthy suburbs, you know and
| know, that spending can get close to $15 thousand per
year. W've cone up with an adequate funding | evel of $42
hundred a vyear, per student. That's not too nuch to ask

for to help our children. How can you possibly vote
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against the |l|argest property tax reduction in the state's
hi story? How could you do that? How could you tell the
property taxpayers, the senior citizens of our district,
that they do not deserve great reductions in the anount of
property taxes that they pay? Let ne tell you as a forner
property tax collector in Macon County, | saw nmany senior
citizens cone into ny office and literally stand at ny
counter and cry because they could no |longer afford to |ive
in the hone that they had lived in for 30 and 40 vyears
because their property taxes had risen so high. W have an
opportunity today to vote to reduce those taxes. And we
have the opportunity to infuse nore than $6 hundred million
of revenue into our schools. Once and for all, we wll be
able to resolve the school funding crisis in Illinois. No
| onger are we going to put band-aid solutions to this
pr obl em No nore flat grants. No nore categorical grant
funding. W're going to give each and every student in
this state the sane opportunity. That's only fair. |[|'ve
heard many proposals over the |last few nonths about how we
should fund education. And one of themcones fromthe
Mnority Leader of this House. How about let's add a tax,
let's expand the tax on riverboat ganbling? Sure, let's
encourage Illinois citizens to go to the riverboats and
ganbl e nore. How about let's tax cigarettes? GCkay, puff
away while you're at the riverboats. How about let's tax
[ iquor? Okay, while you're there have a few nore drinks,
and on your way hone stop and get a porn video and
magazi ne, and that wll fund the education of your
children. That is wong. This is a fundanmental change in
the way we fund education in this state. Have the courage
to stand with all of us, to stand wth your Governor, who's

had the courage to conme to this Body and ask for support.
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| ask for you to think about this carefully, because it
w Il be your only chance to help the <children of this
state. Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman fromKendall, M. Cross. M.
Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady yields."

Cross: "Thank vyou. Representative, 1'm | ooking over t he
transcript fromthe first day we were here in Springfield,
on January 8. I'"'m sure you'll recall that day. The
Speaker nmade several commtnents, or promses with respect
to schools, and that we all needed to work together and
cooperatively to try to solve sone of the school issues.
One of the things he tal ked about was discipline in the
school s, and t hat there was a desperate need for
di sci pline, and mandati ng homewor k assignnents woul d be one
of those things that would add to the discipline issue. |Is
there anything in this Bill with respect to the nandating
of homewor k?"

Currie: "Representative, there is not.

Cross: "Thank you."

Currie: "I would remnd you, the Speaker offered that Bill and
you voted against it. So, | expect you' re happy not to see
it in this particular proposal."”

Cross: "Well, he tal ked about a strong commtnent to education,
and he further said that there would be a mandate to wear
unifornms. Is there anything about uniforms in your Bill?"

Currie: "Again, Representative, there was a Bill the Speaker
offered to do just that. You voted 'no'. And |I'm happy to
report to you that you don't have to change your vote when
you support Senate Bill 645, because t here IS no

requi renent for mandatory unifornms.”
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Cr oss:

Curri e:

Cr oss:

Curri e:
Cr oss:
Speaker

Cr oss:

"And, if I'mreading this transcript correctly, he tal ked
about accountability, and we all support accountability.
And in his speech he said, 'W should nmove', if |I'mreading
correctly, 'nove to elimnate tenure of teachers.'Ils there
anything in the Bill, are we going to continue to elimnate

the concept of tenure inthis Bill? Are they going to

try?"

"The Bill provides for the best teachers in Anerica, in
the State of Illinois. The Bill says, instead of 35 bucks,
and two years to tenure with no evaluation, we will have a

Teacher Certification |I|ndependent Board appointed by the
Governor. People will be required to spend four years in
t he cl assroom before they are eligible to achieve
certification, and every five years thereafter, they wll
be reevaluated. Instead of sending a four dollar check to
Springfield in order to maintain certification, this board
wi |l establish standards to evaluate, teachers wll have to
show professional developnment iif they want to hold on to
their teaching certificate. There is a good deal in this
Bill that we <can be proud of if we support it. W are

going to make sure we have quality teachers who neet

national standards. That is inportant to ne, and it is
inportant to every school child in the State of Illinois."
"So, that's a 'no', it's not inthe Bill. | just want to
make sure.

"If the question is..."

"M . Speaker, to the Bill."

Brunsvol d: "Proceed."

"I don't think anyone in this Chanber doesn't care about
the kids of the State of Illinois, on both sides of the
aisle. And | think everyone would agree. This side, maybe

nmore inportantly than the other side of the aisle. And, |
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Speaker

Cr oss:

think the differences we have are not where we want to be.
W all want to reach the foundation | evel; even those of us

in districts that have already reached the foundation

level. We're prepared to pay nore noney for other parts of
the state to reach the foundation level. W all can see
there should be a Construction Bond Program | think
that's an idea, | knowit's an idea that came from this

side of the aisle. And we all agree that there should be
property tax relief. But, Ladies and Gentlenen of this
Chanber, and those of you listening to this debate, there
are better ways to acconplish what we al | want .
Incidentally, if we could take this off Short Debate. And
also, in the event it gets the requisite nunber of votes,
we'd like a verification."

Brunsvol d: "So acknow edged, M. Cross."

"There are better ways, and a better route to take than
raising the incone tax level that is proposed under this
Bill. All you have to do is look at the state of the
econony, and look at what other states throughout the
country are doing. New Hanpshire, their Legislature is
considering legislation that would limt property taxes 3
to 3% of the fair nmarket value. The New York Legislature
has a 1.7 billion phased-in property tax relief program
t hat they're consi dering right now. The State of
Connecti cut Governor proposed a 13% reduction in the state
i ncome tax. The Texas Governor proposed a $2.8 billion
residential and business property tax reduction. The [|owa
Governor just signed a 10%reduction in state incone tax
brackets. The list goes on and on of other states reducing
property taxes and reducing incone taxes. W, however, are
considering the exact opposite. W have offered a plan

that would allow us to get there using general revenue
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growh, along with potentially, sone other fornms of taxes.
And | woul d ask sone of you on the other side of the aisle,
how you can support this Bill knowng that we can
acconplish the sane t hi ngs wi t hout raising t axes.
Representative Crotty, your Bill ...this Bill would show in
your district, a $10 million loss to the residents of the
state of your district. Ten mllion dollars in |osses.
Representative Brosnahan, $1 nmillion |oss net difference
under this Bill to the peopl e of your district.
Representative MCarthy, an $8 nillion loss to the people
of your district if you vote for this Bill. Representative
Gglio, a $6 mllion loss to the people of your district.
Representati ve Scul |y, a | oss of $3 mllion.
Representative Davis, a loss of $5 mllion. Representative
Bradford, a $6 mllion loss. Representative Phelps, a %4
mllion loss. The evidence is clear. W are raising taxes
when we could be doing it in a far superior way using
natural revenue growh. And | would encourage you on this
Bill to vote 'no' so we can have an opportunity to consider
a nore viable, a nore fair, economc plan. And lastly, |
woul d encourage the Speaker of this House to take a strong
| ook at what happens with the vote today. W have heard
threats. W have had inferences. W have had a variety of
comments made that if we don't vote for this Bill we won't
have anot her opportunity. This isn't a place where we just
decide we're going to take the ball and bat and go hone.
This is a place of conprom se. W don't always agree wth
everything, nor should we. Statesnen build consensus. And
it's far better to build consensus and work together,
because the satisfaction is long-lived. W can divide and
conquer, the satisfaction is short-lived. To suggest that

we don't have anot her opportunity to vote is absurd. Thi s
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Speaker

Bol and:

is not one person's General Assenbly. It's the people of
the State of Illinois' General Assenbly. And | hope that
if this Bill dies, and | think it mght unfortunately, we
all want kids to do good and do well, and this in not about
kids, it's also about noney, that we have an opportunity to
continue this debate over the next few days. W invite
that, and we invite you to do the same thing. Thank you,
M. Speaker."

Brunsvol d: "The Chair would like to rem nd the people in
the Gallery that no denonstrations are allowed, nor wll
they be permtted during debate. The Gentleman from Rock
| sland, M. Bol and."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Today is an historic occasion because today, we're
going to vote on the biggest property tax relief Bill in
[I'linois history. N ne hundred mllion dollars worth of
tax relief to hard-press property taxpayers. For decades,
politicians have been comng to Springfield and saying they
were for property tax relief. Well, here it is, |ocked in,
year in and year out, a 28% break for people on their
school property tax. For decades politicians have been
comng to Springfield saying we ought to include renters in
property tax relief. Well, here it is, for the first tine
ever in Illinois history. For decades, politicians have
been comng to Springfield saying we need to get the
schools off of the property tax and onto a fairer tax.
Vell, here it is. For decades, politicians have been
comng to Springfield saying that we need to provide nore
state funding for education, giving the property taxpayers
a break, and making the state pay closer to 50% of the
school cost. Well, here it is. For decades, politicians

have been comng to Springfield saying we need to address
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the funding inequities between school districts. el |,
here it is. For decades, politicians have been coning to
Springfield saying kids everywhere in the state shoul d have
an adequate, decent foundation |evel of education. Vel |,
here it 1is. And renmenber that an investnent in kids
education, anywhere in this state, nmeans savings later on
in prison and welfare costs. For decades politicians have
been comng to Springfield saying we have to give our
farmers property tax relief. Well, here it is. For
decades politicians have been comng to Springfield saying
we need to do sonething about our school infrastructure,
the overcrowding in the suburbs and the city, the need for
repairs in the dowstate schools. WlIl, here it is. And
this nmeans jobs, jobs, jobs for our working nmen and wonen.
For decades politicians have been comng to Springfield
saying we need to help our senior citizens on fixed
incomes. Well, here it is. Ladies and GCentlenen, it is
time for us to replace decades of talk with action. And

Il et me nmake a special plea to ny fell ow downstaters on both

sides of the aisle. It's time to act for our school
children and their future. It's time to act for our
homeowners, renters, and farnmers. It's tine to act now,
and pass the biggest tax relief neasure in |Illinois

hi story. Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from McHenry, M. Skinner."

Skinner: "Besides being the Jlargest incone tax increase in
history, that is the largest tax increase in history this
Bill is a massive 'bait and switch'. Back in 1958, | heard
Governor Qgilvie give a speech in Crystal Lake in which he
hinted at the possibility of inposing an inconme tax to cut
property taxes. In 1973, | was here and | voted for the

Resource Equalizer State Aid to Education Fornul a. Wthin
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that Bill was a promse of a property tax cut for ny
homet omn and many other high taxed areas. Guess what
happened? The sane people that were here, | see Art Bernman

standing there smling know ngly. The sane people who were
here pushing for the incone tax increase in '68 and who
supported the State Aild to Education Resource Equalizer
Formula in 1973, canme back and asked for the property tax
relief portion of the fornmula to be repealed, and it was
repealed before any property tax relief was delivered.
There was a guy named Ceorge Santayana, he said, 'Those who
cannot renenber the past are condemmed to repeat it.' Now
one of the disadvantages of term limts and the rapid
turnover of personnel in the GCeneral Assenbly, is that
there isn't much of an institutional nenory left here. Not
many people were here in 1973, that are still around.
Maybe we will have property tax relief as a result of this
Bill. But history tells us, that we mght not. Well, then
it was 1983, and the next Republican Governor proposed an
incone tax increase. And the House Republicans said, 'You
don't need a permanent incone tax increase. W'Il|l give you
a tenporary incone tax increase.' That was 20% i ncrease.
It was given and it disappeared. Then it was 1989, and
Governor Thonpson agai n canme and pl eaded for an incone tax
increase, and the General Assenbly gave hima tenporary
i ncone tax increase. Since 1989, has anybody noticed any
increase in the quality of services provided by any school
district, or any nmunicipality or county that got part of
that inconme tax increase as a result of their having
received that extra noney? Well, then comes 1991, and
Governor Edgar is in office and we have a pernmanent incone
tax increase of 20% W nmake it pernanent. Now it's

1987... 1997, boy tinme does fly. But first let nme take
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you back to 1995. Here's the front page of the Chicago

Tri bune. The front page of the Chicago Tribune, the day of

the inauguration of our Governor and the other statew de

of ficials. And the headline says, " No | ncone Tax
| ncrease’ . And | was so inpressed, | highlighted it in
yellow and framed it and put it on ny wall, hoping 1'd

never have to hold it up and say, 'Cee, sounds like a 'bait
and switch' to nme." Well, we've been prom sed property tax
relief here. W've... and that's the bait. Cearly,
that's the bait. As the Representative from Rock Island

County pointed out. What have we gotten? A 25%incone tax

I ncrease. That exceeds the property tax cut. W were
promsed in the first iteration of this proposal, $1.2
billion of real estate tax relief, and $6 hundred mllion
of new noney to schools. wll, now we're down to $9
hundred mllion of property tax relief. But, we still have

$6 hundred nillion nore for schools. So, we can see what
the bait was and we can see what the switch is. Ladies and
Gentlenmen, what this is going to give us is tax relief for
| and specul ators, ordinary farnmers, nega hog farns, real
estate developers and honmeowners and a little pittance to
renters. W do not disagree with the Governor's goals. W
think they are | audable goals. But we do not understand,
we as Republicans do not understand, how our Republican
Governor can be so out of step with the National Republican
Party's phil osophy. Republican Governors throughout the

country are |lowering taxes. Qur Republican Governor wants

to raise taxes. He wants to raise them$1.5 billion while
giving $9 hundred mllion of real estate tax relief. It
just doesn't nmake sense, Ladies and Gentlenen. | encourage

you to vote 'no'."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Chair would Iike to welconme the Senators
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to the House Floor. Wl cone. The Gentlenman from Cook, M.
Schoenberg. "

Schoenberg: "Thank you M. Speaker, and Ladies and Gentl enen of
the House. Wien | listened to sone of the... |[|'ve had the
opportunity to listen to nmuch of what a nunber of ny
coll eagues from various areas in the state have had to

say, and it remnds ne of a passage of one of ny favorite

books by Garrison Keillor from Lake Wbegone Days about the

fictional Mdwestern town. And one of the major characters
in that book in reflecting on his |ife and what he's seen
over the course of that life says, 'That anything that ever
happened to ne i s happening to other people. And sonewhere

inthe world right now a kid is |looking at sonething and

thinking, |I'm going to renenber this for the rest of ny
life, and it's the sane thing that I |ooked at 40 vyears
ago.' If that's true, and our lives are being |ived over
and over by others, | don't know if | should |augh or cry.

My friends, those who have spoken in opposition to this
proposal today, | have to say that their ar gunent
essentially boils dowm to the words of the |late, great
Mayor Richard Dal ey, who said inappropriately, 'W're not
here to create disorder. W're here to preserve disorder.'
And for a nunber of conpelling reasons, ny friends, for
reasons that transcend this printout, |, today am proud, on

behal f of ny residents who send their children to New Trier

H gh School and Evanston Township H gh School, nbdels not
just for excellence in Illinois, but excellence throughout
the state. | take pride today, in standing wth ny

Governor, and standing with the Mwyor of the Gty of
Chi cago, and standing with all those who | ook beyond the
narrow, myopic, babbitt-like tendencies, to say, 'VWll in

Suburban Mall District 613, | don't know how this is going
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to be for me.' |'mstanding here today, to proudly cast ny
vote in favor of this proposal. This is an issue which is
much, much | ar ger than our own narrower parochial

interests. And it nore inportantly transcends the partisan
divide. The sanme partisan divide that | was wlling to
cross when former Speaker Daniels took the initiative,
boldly did so, to institute fundanental change in how the
Chicago Public Schools were run. Speaker Daniels made a
very conpelling case as to why the status quo was
insufficient, as to why the status quo was i nadequate, as
to why we needed fundanental structural change, and how t he
Chi cago Public Schools were run. Speaker Daniels was right
and | was proud despite the political fal |l out and
repercussions that, perhaps, had to incur. | was proud to
stand with him then because the nerits of the issue
transcended the partisanship. Wen those who opposed in
1992, and | joined them the Constitutional Anendnment to
change the Constitution in a way, that in nmy view, was not

going to provide any specifics but rather just a warm and

fuzzy constitutional alternative. | opposed it because it
| acked a neani ngful plan. It |acked a neani ngful series of
educational refornms. It |acked a fundanental change in how
we fund schools. | opposed that then and that's exactly

why I"'mfor this today, because of the work that M.
Dani el s has done in previous years, because the work of the
Governor and Speaker Madigan today, this 1is the next
| ogi cal progression as to where we should go. W should be
undoubt edl y extendi ng these reform neasures. Sone of them
statewide and we arguably could do nore. And in ny view,
it's the reform neasures which, wultimtely drive this
package. We coul d be doing nore to enable charter schools

to be up and thriving. W should be providing financial
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reward for schools who nove off of academ c probation and
show neani ngful inprovenent. And it doesn't natter where
t hose school s are because after all, if you think about it,
we're noving towards a gl obal econony that depends on the
Internet. Do you think anyone really cares what the
boundaries are of any House District in a global econony?
To argue on those narrow, parochial ternms is sinply
illogical and fails to nake any sense at all. Property
tax, it's been argued that the property tax conponent of
t his, IS one t hat provides relief. WI1l provide
significant relief for businesses, particularly in Cook
County, especially, in Suburban Cook County, where we've
seen busi nesses conduct their own exodus into the «collar
counties because property taxes are sinply too high.
According to the Metropolitan Planning Council, the high

reliance of...

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Schoenberg, bring your remarks to a
cl ose. "
Schoenberg: "...provides a strong disincentive for investing in

Subur ban Cook County. W need to have a greater diversity
of our tax base. As our neighbors, the Republ i can
governors in MIlwaukee... in Mchigan and |Indiana, have

i nposed. And | add that they' re Republican governors. But

inclosing ny friends, 1| just want to share one personal
observation wth you. | know t hat when many of us speak
wi th each other, the eye contact is often limted. |It's

of ten very fleeting. There's often not a very |long
connection. But, | wsh to say to you, that when you're
maki ng your decisions today on what to do, you should think
as if you were looking into a child' s eyes. And when you
|l ook into... hold a child and you look into a child' s eyes,

what do you see? You see unlimted hope for the future.
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You see unbridled optimsm You see a reason to create a
better world. In ny faith, w're taught that if you are
able to save one life, it's if you ve saved an entire
world. My friends, today we have the opportunity to save an
entire gal axy, and that's why you should vote for Governor
Edgar's proposal. Thank you."
Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from DuPage, M. Biggins. M.
Bi ggins. "
Bi ggi ns: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | have a question of the Sponsor. WII| the Sponsor

yield to a question?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Sponsor yields."

Biggins: "I know she's been standing there for quite awhile
listening to a | ot of good speeches ...1'd like to ask a
question about how we're going to fund this Bill the second
year out? | believe that the foundation level will rise a
$100 per pupil. Could you tell nme how that will be funded

after the first year?"

Currie: "It wll rise by $100 next year and in then each of the
followng five years, and the funding wll cone from the
portion of the inconme tax that is devoted to school funding
in this proposal, as well as new revenues. There also wll
be a continuing appropriation of the portion of the program
that wll enable school districts across the state to
rebuild their crunbling buildings to do the kind of new
construction that's inportant...

Bi ggins: "Thank you very nuch."

Biggins: "...and to nmake sure the roofs are not |eaking anynore."

Bi ggi ns: "Thank vyou. You've done a fine |job answering that
guestion. You nean you're relying on natural revenue
growh to fund this program going forward?"

Currie: "The 1incone tax has been increasing in value. It is a
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steady reliable source of incone.

Bi ggins: "Not value."

Currie: "And we do believe on the basis of economc analysts,
that this wll provide the dollars we need to continue
funding the education part of the program as well of
course, as it will increasingly provide additional property

tax relief."”

Biggins: "WlIl, Representative, we currently have a $975 nillion
of new revenue, wthout a tax increase. Wy are you
proposing a tax increase to raise a billion and a half?
W're two-thirds of the way there wth natural revenue
growth. "

Currie: "First of all, there isn't. It's $660 mllion in new
revenue growth. About $450 million of those dollars are

al ready allocated because of decisions nade by | ast year's

General Assenbly. [1'd love it if were true, Representative
Biggins. |If only the estimates that we see are as rosy as
your  own. Per haps the problemis that the gl asses people
wear on your side of this question are all rose-colored

gl asses. The fact 1is if we could do it out of natural
revenue growh, we'd have done it years ago and it would
have worked. Every vyear we put new noney into public
education, and every year we see the state's share of
funding the cost of public schools go backwards, go down,

from48%in 1977, to 32% today. There's your natural

revenue grow h. It isn't working. It does not fund a
fundanmental restructuring of education finance. Thi s
program wll. This programthat we worked carefully wth,

with the Governor, and with Menbers of each Caucus. People
are saying, 'Ch, this was a thing that appeared in the
mddle of the night.' Nonsense. Representatives W nkel

and Cow i shaw from your Caucus were part of the working
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gr oup.

Biggins: "WII you vote the sanme way they vote?"

Currie: "They were there at every neeting."

Biggins: "WIIl you vote the sane way Representatives Wnkel and

Cowl i shaw wi I | vote?"

Currie: "The point is that this is a shared product, that people
wor ked t oget her.

Biggins: "Ckay, fine. On March 5, if | may interrupt ny..."

Currie "It isn't a mdnight Bill. You saw it Friday. People
tal k about seeing it yesterday for the first time. Friday,
that Bill was in your |eader's hands."

Biggins: "Fine. On March 5th, revenues were ...that 682 mllion,
| think you referred to that nunber, but as of the
Econom c, the Illinois Econom c and Fiscal Conm ssion says,
we now have $989 million today which is $14 mllion nore

than yesterday. Wy can't we just wait until tonorrow and

we'll take <care of all of our needs wthout a tax
i ncrease?"
Currie: "But, that nunber that you're quoting is not the estimte

from the Economc and Fiscal Conm ssion, as | understand
it. It is one possible scenario fromEc and Fi sc. Bur eau
of the budget has not changed, and the question 1is, you
want to wuse all of that noney, |It's betting on the cone,
nmoney that will not be there. And if you don't do it that
way, then what you're doing is shutting down the prisons,
because we can't hire the guards we need. Making sure that
peopl e who need nental health services don't get them
Putting nore and nore children at risk of abuse and
neglect. You can't have it all ways. 1'd love it if we
could. [|'d be nmuch happier not to be voting for a tax hike
and |'msure the fol ks at hone would be happier, too, if we

could do the job without it. The fact is, we can't, we've
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tried, we can't, this is the only way to go. And | hope
you'll join me in voting 'yes'."

Biggins: "Well, thank you very nuch, for that answer. We don't
necessarily see things through rose-colored gl asses. But

when Republicans see tax increases, we do see red and we
don't like them Now, | was just reading this Bill today,
and on the way in, soneone stopped ne, and they said to ne,
"What's the largest tax increase in the State of Illinois?

And | said, 'Oops, here it is,'" and | showed themthe Bill

Then soneone else asked ne... To the Bill, M. Speaker.
Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Proceed."

Bi ggins: "Soneone else asked ne, 'WIll what's the | ar gest

increase to the Chicago Teachers' Pension Fund fromthe
t axpayers of the State of Illinois? And | said, 'Qops,
here it 1is.'" And then soneone el se asked ne, these signs
about smoke and mrrors in the back of the room W don't
believe in snoke and mrrors. This plan is funded on
future revenue gromh. W think it's unacceptable. But |
want to tell you what is the nost distressing part of this

whol e package, and that is the disrespect toward the

farmers of this state. |f anybody...
Speaker Brunsvold: "Bring your remarks to a close, M. Biggins."
Bi ggins: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | certainly will. If anybody

thinks it's constitutional to give a tax break to the |[ot
next door to the farmer's house, but not next door to the
home owner's house, they have to go back to start reading
their State St at utes agai n. Thi s IS patently
unconstitutional. You're msleading the farmers of this
state into thinking they're getting a property tax cut.
They're not going to get it. Some group is going to

challenge it. It's unfair. I'll vote for it separately on
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Speaker

Si | va:

sonme other Bill. "1l support the concept. But, if
anybody is going to vote for this giant tax increase

thinking they're helping farners, they're |lying to their

constituents. | urge a 'no' vote."
Brunsvol d: "The Lady from Cook, Representative Silva."
"Thank you, M. Speaker. | had a question, but | did want
to clarify that | rise in support of this Bill. As a
freshman Legislator, | <cane here to nmake sone hard
decisions, and | think that sone of you will have to nmake

t hose hard decisions. But, one of things that | do realize
when | got here is that it says, 'State Legislator'. That
means that we have to be concerned about children in the
entire state, and not just in our districts. |  support
this neasure, because | cone froma working class district.
In nmy schools, |I have children who have to be in cl assroons
in 40 degree weather in the wintertinme because of drafty
w ndows, | eaking roofs, peeling paint, asbestos and | ead,
and | know that these conditions exist in other parts of
the state, and all 1've heard since | have gotten here 1is
how we don't have noney to do work force devel opnment. W
don't have any noney to do neani ngful prograns. However, |
will remnd you that all of you before your title, it says,
"State Legislator', 'State Representative', and | think
that you have to vote for this Bill and you have to vote
your conscience. | think that you also have to vote the
right way. There are children in this room who are
listening to us, and I know that having been here, we
haven't had this much attention to any piece of
legislation. | would urge you to vote '"yes' on this Bill

| still have a few concerns about Chapter | dollars. Not
everything was addressed. W can't get everything all of

the tine. But, to pass this Bill, we need to think about
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our children. One of the questions that | had for the
Speaker is, if in fact in past years, Chapter | dollars

woul d be able to be carried over from one year to the
next ?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady yields."

Silva "And | amassumng that, that will be the case, still?"

Currie: "The |language, with respect to Chapter | dollars does not
change under this Bill."

Silva: "It does not change. So, they will be able to..."

Currie: "So, if they were able to in the past, they will be able
toin the future.”

Silva: "One of the other points that | wanted to bring up is that
for the last three years, $261 mllion has gone to Chapter
| inthe Gty of Chicago. For all intents and purposes, if
| recall the debate in 1995, was that it was used as the
fl oor, however, the Board of Education has frozen it for
the last three years. One of the things that | want to
urge is that we really do need an increase, because of
inflation, books cost nore, teachers, et cetera, and |
woul d hope that the expectation is that the Chicago Board
of Education wll provide increases directly to the
att endance centers."

Currie: "Representative, | share your hope and expectation. e
did |eave the dollar anmpbunt $261 mllion unchanged in this
| egi sl ation, but, |I believe that we have sone assurances
from the head of the Chicago Public School System that
additional dollars wll be nade available to [|ocal school
councils, and | certainly would support that effort."

Silva: "l would urge you to vote 'yes'. | knowit is a difficult
decision for sone of you, but, you really need to think
about all the kids in the State of Illinois. Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from Madison, M. Stephens.
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M. Stephens.”
Stephens: "First of all, thank you for not letting ny Senator

speak. Although, | know that he echoes ny feelings. M.

Speaker, to the Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Proceed."
Stephens: "First of all, sone of the things that have been said
on the Floor really should anmaze us. First of all, the

tal k about or characterize this as the largest tax
decrease, the | ar gest t ax decr ease IS absol utely
i ncredi bl e. Six hundred mllion dollar tax increase can't
be characterized any other way than just that, a tax
I ncrease. And one of the reasons that a |ot of us who
support noney for construction for downstate and other
schools, one of the reasons that we stand in opposition to
this Bill, just going back to January 1st of this year, the
general funds increase over the previous year. These are
dollars that we didn't have in the previous year, natura
revenue growmh. In an econony that is growi ng, you should
recognize that you have new dollars that conme into the
state coffers. Just going back to January 1st, $450
mllion to spend for tax relief for new schools, for |ess
crowded cl assroons, for educational benefits for children,
$450 nmillion nore on January 1st this year than we had the
year before. In April 1st, $562 mnillion. March, $682.
May 1st $789 mllion new dollars to spend on children in
II'linois to build schools, to make classroons, class size
smaller, to help educate the children of Illinois, $789
mllion. May 23rd, just last week, $899 nillion. Just

yesterday, $975 million and growi ng. Today, May 29th, $989

mllion. Ladi es and Gentleman, if we stay here and debate
this Bill |ong enough, we will have a billion dollars extra
to spend on the children of Illinois, and I'mtelling you,
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when you've got a billion dollars to spend, you don't have
to raise taxes. Now, we have a plan. You want to talk
about property tax relief? Call our Bill. Call our plan
and we' Il show you how to bring property tax relief to

II'linois property taxpayers w thout punishing themwth an
i ncome tax, w thout having themnet |osers. W <can build
schools in Illinois. We can | essen the class size burden
on teachers. W can put nore dollars into education, nore
dol l ars into property tax relief, nore dollars into
downstate schools that need it, oh, so badly, wthout
rai sing your taxes, because the proof is clear. Taxes are
going up at the rate of a billion dollars a year. A
billion dollars that you didn't count on having, that you
can spend on children, if you wish. That's the real issue.
You want to raise taxes to doit. On this side of aisle,
we say use the natural growth, set your priorities, spend
it on the children. W'Il vote for that. W'Il build the
new schools. W'I|l put the noney in the classroom but why
puni sh the taxpayer? Wy not give them property tax relief
that is real, and why not give themthe benefit of the
grom h that this econony has, because we've been wse in
not raising taxes? Wiy not |let them have that benefit?
They can have their education and their property tax
relief, too. That's all that we ask for. There it is.
There it is over there, a massive tax increase for the nost
part on this side of the aisle, what you' re going to see is
reason will win out. W say do it with the natural growth
that has never been better in Illinois. Wy vote for the
| argest tax increase in the history of this state, when
you've got a billion dollars that you are not using in
your checkbook? It just doesn't add up. Vote 'no'."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from Ef fi ngham M. Hartke."
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Har t ke:

Speaker

Har t ke:

Curri e:

"Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker, and Menbers of the
House. We've been talking about this issue for a |ong,
long tinme, and | think its... You know, this norning when
you asked nme whether all the Menbers were here and | said,

Yes, we're all here to do the work for the people of the

State of Illinois and the kids, and | think we're about
to do that. You know, every Bill that we pass here, that's
a major Bill, is not perfect and |'ve got sone problens
with this Bill nyself. It is not perfect by any neans.

But, this group has put together a piece of legislation, |

think, that fundanmentally changes the way we finance

education in Illinois. | just have two problems with the
Bill, and I was wondering if the Sponsor would yield?"
Brunsvol d: "The Sponsor yields."

"Representative Currie, in the discussions on this Bill
| have found that Subchapter S corporations are being
doubl e taxed, and | have received a lot of phone calls
recently about that issue. Can you address that please?"

"1 can. Thank vyou, Representative. As | say, this is
not a perfect Bill. There are those who think we are
giving too much help to farnmers, those who think we are not
gi ving enough, those who are concerned about the riverboat
ganbling enterprise owers, for exanple, who are Subchapter
S corporations, and the corporate LaSalle street |awers,
who are al so Subchapter S corporations, that they don't get
a break. The anmount of the break required to help them out
in this Bill is $128 mlIlion. You can get there tw ways.
You can reduce the residential property tax relief, you can
underfund the school equation, or you can add to the incone
tax increase. Mike it .82 rather than .75. | would rem nd
you that people who organi ze as busi nesses Subchapter S or

l[imted partnerships get very substantial tax benefits at

49


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

71st Legi sl ative Day May 29, 1997
the Federal level. Today, they don't pay the corporate
rate of 5.8%in the State of Illinois. They pay at a rate
of 3% Tonorrow, should this Bill pass, indeed, their tax
would go up to 3.75% but, that is still an awful | ot |ower

Har t ke:

than 5.8% So, as | say, if sonebody wanted to offer the
Amendnent to increase the incone tax, yet further, or to
reduce property tax relief for honeowners, we coul d
consider a way to help them [|I'msorry, we can't in this
Bill. But I still think nost of them wll opt to stick
with the Subchapter S corporation arrangenent or the
l[imted partnership rather than turning thenselves into
peopl e who would be eligible to pay the corporate incone
tax itself."

"Well, thank vyou very nuch for that answer. | think it
was a good answer, and it is good to know that you did
discuss it. | would nake a comrent that possibly, maybe if
we would exenpt the Subchapter S out, we would be short of
revenues for our desired goal and | understand that. But ,
there has also been a proposal that the Governor suggested
and many suggested that we put a graduated tax on the
present owners of the riverboats that are maki ng obscene
profits. That would make up the difference, | do believe,
by increasing that just alittle bit. W can still keep
the property tax level as it is. W can keep the incone

tax level as it is. W could relieve many of the small nom

and pop Subchapter S corporations. |If there is any fix to
this Bill, that is the only thing that | see that should be
done. Qher than that, | think it is a great proposal and

| think we all should support our Governor on this piece of
|l egislation and | urge ny Republican coll eagues, who have
said for years, education is their nunber one priority,

kids are the nunber one priority. Don't turn your heads on
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them today. Pl ease, vote 'yes', and make sure that this
pi ece of |egislation gets over to the Senate and |l et's nake
them earn their keep over there. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady from MHenry, Representati ve
Hughes. "

Hughes: "Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Proceed."

Hughes: "I rise in opposition to Senate Bill 645 but, | want to
make one thing clear. The debate here is not a debate
about education and standing first for education. | stand
for education being the nunber one priority of this Body
this year. But, | also suggest that there are alternatives
to achieving the reform for education funding on a |ong
termbasis with capital expenditures for schools, wth
property tax relief, with a dramatic shift to | arger shares
to a preponderance of share of education funding to the
state in a manner other than proposed in this Bill. A vote
against this Bill is not a vote against kids and it is not
a vote against quality education and | want to make that
absolutely clear. W have worked for years in this Body to
make Il1linois a good place to live, to nmake it a good pl ace
to do business, to nake it a place that helps people get
off of welfare. We've passed nunerous |aws that have
provided dividends in every one of those areas, fewer
people on welfare, nore people getting jobs, a grow ng
econony, grow ng revenues in this st at e, gr ow ng
manufacturing sector and opportunity, and what 1is the
dividend of all of that? It is record revenues to this
state. Record growth in revenues. Ending cash bal ances
beyond what we imagined two and three and four years ago.
This 1is a grand opportunity for us, as a Body, to show the

citizens of Illinois how we reward themfor the trenendous
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wealth of this state, an opportunity we are providing, with
a dividend to them the best in education by adopting the
reforms that are in this Bill and the best of the
taxpayers. And that is the nost efficient use of their
dollars by giving their dollars either back to them not
through a tax increase, but through prioritizing the
financial dividends we've received and giving them to
education, trimmng the fat in the budget and not raising
taxes. W can do both. The best in education reform
increased responsibility of the state for that funding
burden, but without this significant increase in taxes.
That is what the citizens of this state expect and it's
what they deserve. It's not the easiest. |It's far easier
to raise taxes and not nmake the tough decisions of
prioritizing. But, | suggest to you and chall enge you,
that the right thing to do is reform education funding,
take on a responsibility and set the right priorities.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from Cook, M. Gglio."

Gglio: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. To the
Bill."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Proceed."

Gglio: "I rise in support of Governor Edgar's plan for
fundanentally reformng the way we fund schools here in
I11inois. My name was used earlier in debate and ny
district was referred to as receiving a net loss of $6 or
$7 mllion and that just isn't the case. That isn't the
case, M. Speaker. |If you do the homework, if you do the
leg work, if you break down the 79th District and you put
District 205 in the 79th, and School District 215 in the
79th, and School District 206 in the 79th, you will see a
net gain of over $2.6 mllion to the 79th District. Thi s

is agood Bill, but it takes sonme homework. Sonetinmes you
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have to do a little bit nore work than just read the
printouts that conme before you. There is $9 hundred
mllion worth of property tax relief on this plan. This is
a good plan for the people of Illinois. Wether you grow
up in Danville, whether you grow up in Dalton or whether
you grow up in DuPage, you deserve the sane education
This Bill provides that opportunity. This Bill requires
courage. W were el ected down here because we are courage.
We took the courage to run for public office. | know what
everyone's afraid of, we're afraid of that mailer. Gglio
voted for that tax increase, so and so voted for that tax
I ncrease. You have to rise above the mailers, above the
politics. | challenge all of you to step up to the plate
and take that challenge and vote for the children of
I[1linois. If the children of 1Illinois could vote, they
would vote in favor of this neasure, but they can't.
Unfortunately, that special interest, the children of
Illinois, aren't afforded the vote. And if you asked them
if you went to the children of Illinois and you said, 'Do
you need nore noney for schools? They would tell you,
"Yes, we do, because I'd |like a new conputer.'” They would
tell you, 'Yes, we do, because | want the sw ng-set fixed."'
They would tell you, 'Yes, we do, because the books we're
using are 10 or 15 or 20 years old.' The children would
tell you to vote for this Bill but unfortunately, they
can't vote. Unfortunately, they're not afforded that
opportunity. Lastly, in closing, | would ask everyone to
support this neasure. It does fundanentally change the way
schools are funded in Illinois and, CGovernor Edgar, | | ook
forward to canpaigning with you in '98. Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady from Cook, Representative Milligan."

Mul | i gan: "Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill."
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Speaker Brunsvold: "Proceed."

Mul l'igan: "Let's not kid the taxpayers of Illinois, that this
Bill is for «children. This Bill is not a vote for kids.
This Bill is a vote for spending the revenue growh on

other things. Things that will be tucked in a budget that
will be passed in one large Bill where the magjority of the
Menbers of this House don't even know what's in that Bil

and where the revenue growth has gone. Let's talk about
the revenue growh. Wuere is it going? Do we know that?
Absol utely not, but people who encourage voting for an
income tax increase have said, 'W won't get things, if we
don't have the incone tax increase.’ W can easily spend
the revenue growth on providing the property tax relief and
a better construction Bill that wll go for construction
for schools in Illinois. Under the plan now proposed,
there's about $1 hundred million for construction. Under
t he Republican, the House Republican Plan, there were $3
billion for construction, reconstruction on schools. This
is a big, significant difference. At the price of what a
new school costs, a $100 nmillion doesn't go very far and
certainly isn't significant. And why is it so little?
Because we have bought off everyone and their brother to
vote for this by including little 'perks' in the Bill

That's where our revenue growmh is going. And what wll
happen when this done? Wll, those of us in the primry,
we run in March. But, those of you in the Genera
Election, that's after April 15th when the incone tax cones
due. VWhat w il happen to the property tax relief? el |,
the assessnents wll go up and it will evaporate. What
wi |l happen to the incone tax? W will continue to pay it.
For sone of you, this is an easy decision. Your incone tax

may not be as nuch as ours. Wen we talked about fair
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funding for schools, the word 'fair’' was enphasi zed over
and over. Leveling domm was always said to be not a
consi derati on. For those of us that hurt our district,
this will be a |l eveling down because of the high incone
tax, the evaporation of property tax, the overall increase
of getting that property tax back, which is a big sham
property tax relief, and we wll have spent alnost a
billion dollars in revenue growh that could have easily
covered a nuch better, fiscally sound plan for things.
VWll, when it conmes tinme to pass that final budget, we're
going to start |ooking at what those things are. And when
it cones time for you to run in the fall, I hope sone of
you renenber that you passed the largest incone tax
increase in |Illinois. And for those of us who feel that
this is not a benefit, but a raping of our district, | want

you to know the only good vote here is a 'no" vote."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady from Cook, Representative Flowers."
Fl owers: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenman of the
House. To the Bill. I'"'m truly appalled by the debate

that's going on in regards to this particular piece of
| egi slation because, what are we afraid of? W're afraid
of hel ping sonme children? Talking about mailings that's
going out, talking about a waste of tax dollars. Wat
we' ve done to our children is unfortunate, when vyou think
about how many prisons that we have built in conparison, in
this state, in conparison to how many schools that we've
built. When you think about it on a average, we are
spendi ng $42 hundred per child to educate them in
subst andard buil di ngs versus $18 thousand to $30 thousand
per prison and prison inmate. | renmenber there was a
debate on the Floor, where as it one Legislator said that

he had to encourage his school to use the prison ground
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Speaker

Par ke:

because the school track ground was not good enough. l's
that the nessage that we want to send? Tal king about a tax
increase to help children, | think the constituents of the
State of Illinois would be very proud of that. And |
think, what we should be doing here is encouraging this,
taking into consideration that we will have welfare reform

to contend with. Taking into consideration, that the fact

of the matter is, if we educate the children we can
elimnate the tax burdens of the future. |If we educate the
children we can elimnate welfare. If we educate the
children, we <can elimnate crine. If we educate the

children, we can elimnate a lot of problens in our
community and nake this state a nore conpetitive state with
other states. |If we invest into our children now, we are
investing in ourselves into a safe environnent. Wy are we
afraid of helping children? | urge a 'aye' vote on Senate
Bill 645."

Brunsvol d: "The Gentl eman from Cook, M. Parke."

"Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. |"ve listened to the debate and in many ways |
think we're all saying the sane thing, and in many ways |
think we're all struggling wwth the right answer, trying to
decide what's best for the <children, for the education
community, to the taxpayers, and the individual citizens of
this State of Illinois. It's very difficult. It's hard
for nme tolisten to ny coll eagues and their pleas, and not

understand that many tines it's heartfelt and they truly

believe in what they're saying. In that regard, | think we
have a dil emm. You are presenting a Bill that has a
solution. It's a tax increase, an incone tax increase. W

have a solution that's not been heard yet that offers

alternative taxes, and using natural growth. | hope we're
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able to prevail on our side and that we wll conme back
tonmorrow or even next week, and present another Bill with a

conprom se that maybe we all can live with. And it would
be grand if we could have a Bill where we could have 118
votes, because then we are truly conpromsing and trying to
solve the problem M. Speaker, wll the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Brunsvold: "The Sponsor yields."
Parke: "Representative Currie, how much noney will be generated

by the inconme tax increase?"

Currie: "One point five billion dollars in the first year."

Parke: "How rmuch property tax relief are we expecting?"

Currie: "N ne hundred mllion..

Parke: "So, therefore..."

Currie: "...in the first year."

Parke: "Okay, in the first year. So, therefore, we have a $6
hundred mllion difference. |Is that from 1. 5?"

Currie: "Between what and what, Representative?"

Parke: "Between 1.5 and 900. Isn"t there a $600 mnmillion

di fference between what a taxpayer can expect to see in the

general scope of it?"

Currie: "That's right, and of course, the reason for that is..
Parke: "Representative, I'monly asking ...I"monly asking..."
Currie: ...what propels the programis to fund education.”

Parke: "You'll have an opportunity to close. I'monly asking a

matter of dollars.”

Currie: "Yes."

Parke: "So, in ny evaluation, we're having a 6 hundred... for the
t axpayers, there's a $6 hundred million pure tax increase
on that. Let ne ask you, many tines the speakers have said
that there is a way of passing this Bill that's going to
help the children. Now, can you just tell me, if you pass

this Bill today, how is Johnny going to do better in math,
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Curri e:

Par ke:

Curri e:

Par ke:

and how is Suzy going to read better? What reforns can the
taxpayers and the citizens expect to receive in their
vari ous school districts that is going to help our children
do a better job? How does the nbney equate to a better
school systen?"

"The |kenberry Comm ssion Report, working with Coopers
and Lybrand, did an analysis of high perfornmance districts
and the <cost of providing a quality education. It was
their conclusion that a foundation level, a base level, a
m ni mum adequacy |level of $4225 per child, gave you the
best shot at that. The other issue in this Bill, in
addition to seeing to it that we fund children at $42
hundred per year, the 6 to 7 hundred thousand children
whose school districts can't neet that nunber, the other
quality inprovenent is that we will have the nost qualified
school teachers in the nation if this Bill passes. W wl|
have strong standards for initial certification, and for
recertification for every public school teacher in the
State of Illinois. That's howw're going to help nake
sure that every Johnny, and every Janie, not just in your
district, not just in mne, but every Johnny and Janie in
this state have a chance to learn to read, to work a
conputer, and to discover math abilities."

"Ckay, sO ...So, in essence, you think that there will be
mar ked inprovenents to the individual student, especially
those that are in the poorer school districts?

"Yes."

"Let nme ask you this, what if what happened in Kansas City
happens, where the test scores go dowmn? Can the taxpayers
expect to get a refund on the noney they're spending if, in
fact, we don't see any real inprovenents in these test

scores of, not only the poorer school districts, but in al
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the districts in this state?"

Currie: "Representative, | have every confidence that we wll see
i nprovenents when we pass Senate Bill 645."
Parke: "Ckay, well, Representative... M. Speaker, Representative

Clayton would like to yield her tine to ne."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady yields her tine."

Parke: "Thank you very nuch. You talk about a 'hold harnless
provision in this |egislation. Can you share with ny
school districts that have shown hundreds of mllions of
dollars of 1oss under this plan, how you are expecting to
protect ny school districts on this? How does that 'hold
harm ess' wor k?"

Currie: "The 'hold harm ess', which anmounts to $20 million of the
$614 mllion, is targeted to those school districts who, by
virtue of the unweighting of high school students, or the
recal cul ation of the Poverty Gant, wuld otherw se get
less fromthe state in the next fiscal year, than they get
inthis. The "hold harm ess' would continue in years two,
three, and four as long as it's needed, and the doll ar
anmount will continue to decline.

Parke: So, you've added that in from.."

Currie: "So no school district will |ose noney, because we are
targeting poverty dollars to the districts wth large
nunbers of poor kids, and because we are unweighting the
hi gh school students."

Parke: "O course, under your scenario, very few suburban schoo
districts will get any additional state nobney. 1Isn't that
true, until the "hold harm ess' is over?"

Currie: "It depends on ...it depends on where that suburban
school district is, and it depends on what it is able to
generate fromlocal sources. Those districts wll continue

to get a $214 flat grant if they do not qualify otherw se
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Par ke:

Curri e:

Par ke:

Curri e:

for the formula, and of course, as you know, we're talking
in this Bill about the formula, not about the categoricals
your suburban districts get fromthe state, not about the
nmoney that we send them for transporting students, not
about the noney we send them for gifted education, or
bi li ngual educati on. So, yes, your school districts wll
fare just fine."

"Just fine. Well, when our school districts want to go to
having a new teacher contract, or any other union contract,
they won't have any additional growh fromthe state to do
those contracts, except for the EAV increases. And when
the public utilities raise their cost as they do and they
need to do, ny school district won't have any additi onal
funds to pay those utilities.”

"Well, do they today? What does the formula do for your
districts today? | can't believe that you're getting a
lot."

"Under the fornmula sonme of ny school districts are
i ncreasing the anount, you're changing it. And, not only
that, but you're taking fromall the high school districts

in this state and changing their funding from 1.25 per

pupil, to 1 per pupil. So, every high school district in
this state will get |ess noney under your plan. 1Isn't that
true?"

"The "hold harmess' will see to it that they don't.
And, of course, you wunderstand the justification for
treating every child as a child, not treating sone children
as if they're a child and a quarter. The educati onal
justification is that there was never a reasoned
explanation for that additional weighting at the high
school level, and we under st and i ncreasingly, t he

i nportance of early childhood education, and it's tinme to
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Par ke:

Curri e:

Par ke:

Speaker

Par ke:

put sonme of our resources there."

"Well, okay. |Is there any local share involved in your
plan, or are we just going to go to every school district
that's not a 4225, and just sinply just make up the
di fference between what they're paying now, and take ... or
is there a local share conponent for their educati onal
budget ?"

"There is, and the way it works is that we will calcul ate
the rate based on the expectation that they are at three
for high school and 2.2 for unit, and 1.1 for elenentary.
If, in fact, they're not taxing at that rate, the state
will not pick up that difference. W wll assune that
that's the rate that they are charging thenselves. And the
reason for that, is that were we to say we'll make up the
| ocal share, we'll make up the local difference, we would
encourage every school district to lower their rates.
Qoviously, that's not the point of this plan.”

"Okay. M. Speaker, to the Bill."

Brunsvol d: "Proceed."

"I appreciate the comments, the feedback. Again, we have
a matter of how we interpret this legislation to be. The
Republ i cans have another Bill. W have anot her approach.
| hope the press takes tinme, if we're fortunate enough not
to have it to pass, but we think we have an answer that
wll be fair to all the school systens, and in essence,
does a lot of what you hope will be done in this Bill. W
hope the Republican plan has an opportunity to be heard
because we would I|ike to see this Bill, this approach to
solving the problem to be defeated. |If it is, great, then
we want to conme back and see if we can find a conpromse
with our plan. | will tell you that the suburban schoo

districts are going to be adversely affected over a |ong
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period of tinme if the Bill passes, that is presented on the
Floor at this time. W are as concerned as our Denocratic
col | eagues, as sone of our downstate colleagues are, on
trying to provide the best quality education for our
children. This approach is not the approach we feel is
good. So, | would ask that you vote 'no'."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman from Cook, M. Lopez."

Lopez: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wuld the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Sponsor yields."

Lopez: "For legislative intent, Representative, in regards to the
Section H, which is entitled Supplenental Ceneral State
Ai d, Subsections 4(b) and 4(c), it is nmy understanding
that the Chicago Board of Education cannot use Educati onal
Services Block Grant Funds to inplenent this provision. |Is
that correct?"

Currie: "Correct."

Lopez: "Is it the intent of this legislation that the Chicago
Board of Education send the $261 million it receives under
this provi si on directly to eligible school s for
suppl ement al educati onal prograns only?"

Currie: "Correct."

Lopez: "Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady from Kane, Representative Deuchler."”
Deuchler: "WII the Sponsor yield for a question?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Sponsor yields."

Deuchler: "Representative Currie, can you explain to wus your

legislative intent in ternms of how the property tax relief
w Il operate, functionally? Do we appropriate a sum of
noney that then goes back to the counties or, how do the
mechani cs of this work?"

Currie: "The mechanics work this way. The Departnment of Revenue

will certify how much is expected to be in the incone tax
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fund, the targeted fund in the treasury, to provide
property tax relief. On the basis of the dollar anount,
the calculation w Il be nmade how nmuch property tax relief
is available. Those dollars... the county clerks will then
take the percentage reduction and apply it at the end of
the property tax billing system So you'll have your Bill
it wll say you're paying this nmuch for this purpose and

this much for that purpose, and then there will be a little

line that says, 'Because of Representati ve Currie's
generosity in the Illinois General Assenbly, you will see a
28% reduction in your property taxes for schools.' So the
property taxpayer wll see that bri ght red letter

information, that $7 hundred reduction on the $4 thousand

property tax bill, wll see that calculated in the bill and
then the new dollar anmount will be the anount owed. The
school districts wll get their noney through the sane
| ocal county collection agent. That is all the dollars

that funded that 27 or 28% property tax relief wll go to
the county clerks and treasurers, who wll then direct
those dollars to the school districts on a dollar for
dollar basis. So, the local property taxes the schools
lose wll conme dollar to dollar back to them by the sane
county clerks and treasurers who organi ze the collection of
property taxes. School districts will not lose a single
penny of their own |locally generated noney in not only year

one, but in all ensuing years."

Deuchler: "Do you know, are the county clerks, do they have the
mechani cs or the conputer software in order? Is that in
place now for ...in order for them to conpute these
noni es?"

Currie: "W have been working with the county clerks on the

mechani cal questions, and it's ny understanding that we
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believe this is doable."

Deuchl er: "Doable may not nean that the system exists, but you're
saying that they do have the capability?"

Currie: "We will make sure that this is something the county
clerks can do."

Deuchler: "Also, you nentioned that this noney, the property tax
relief would appear at the last installnment. |Is that vyour
intent or would it be spread over the two installnents,
whi ch would seemto me nuch better?"

Currie: "M understanding is that it will appear twice. It wll
be on the first installnent as well as in the second.”

Deuchler: "So that their property taxes would be reduced each
time..."

Currie: "Yes."

Deuchler: "...That they pay their installnment? Well, in view of
the property tax relief, which 1is very inportant to ny
district, and in viewof the severity of the long-term
interest of the |Illinois schools in noving from property
tax reliance to a fairer inconme tax distribution, 1 do

stand in support of your |egislation."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentleman fromVermlion, M. Black."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of
t he House. I..."

Speaker Brunsvold: "Please no denonstrations fromthe bal cony.
M. Black."

Bl ack: "Yeah, thank you very much, M. Speaker and Ladies and
CGentl enmen of the House. 1've been listening to debate very
carefully. | detect there's a difference of opinion on the
Bill. W downstaters are very perceptive that way. First
of all, let nme just make it clear, because it was inplied

yesterday in commttee that Representative Currie and |

failed to nention that there was a tax increase in this
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Bill. Hello, there is a tax increase in this Bill. |
woul d submit to you that any plan, whether it conmes from
our side of the aisle, your side of the aisle, or the
center of the aisle, any plan to address the funding reform
of education in Illinois will have a tax increase in it.
Now, that's the bottomline. There is no plan that |I've
heard di scussed in ny years here that does not include sone
kind of a tax increase to change the way we fund educati on.
The interesting part of the proposal we are debating now,
is that it does have a property tax relief conponent, and |
have said to people in nmy district for a nunber of years
that if we could get that switch I will be voting 'aye'
Five years ago in this Chanber, last nonth, | supported
putting a Constitutional Amendnent Referenda on the ballot.
It was not a popul ar decision, as | recall, then. |  hope
today turns out better than five years ago. | would submt
to you that in Novenber of 1992 that referendum passed in
96 of the 102 counties of this state, and the referenda

clearly stated that it shall be the preponderance of the

State of Illinois shall furnish the preponderance of
...nmoney to fund public education in Illinois. It passed
in 96 counties. It failed in 6 counties. It got 1.8

mllion votes, but under our systemit failed to get 60% of
t hose voting on the question, it got 57% Both counties
that | represent voted in favor of that proposal. For nore
than 15 years we have convened bl ue ribbon commttees, blue
ri bbon panels, the lIkenberry Report, | could nane a dozen.
They've all said essentially the same thing. W have
becone reliant on the property tax to the detrinent of many
of our comunities. | would submt to you that seldomin
your career of public service are you given an opportunity

to cast a vote which nmakes system c, fundanental, and yes,
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even historic changes in the way governnent does business.
This is one of those occasions, and if | amthe only one to
vote for it | wll say this, I wll cast ny vote to nmake
historic, system c, and fundanental changes in the way we
fund education in the State of [Illinois. Sonme of ny
col | eagues have said, and sone of it hurts and sone of it
rolls off my back, that | have abandoned ny Republican
roots. Well, | would say to the Gentleman in the rear of
the Chanber, ny roots go back nuch further than his. One
of the things ny grandfather and father taught ne about
Republican ideals was that, you know, you need to give
everybody opportunity. Gve themthe tools to do what they
can do and then get governnent out of the road and | et them
utilize the opportunity. There is no greater tool we can
give people today than the opportunity for an education.
In many parts of nmy district it is not an equal
opportunity. Not because we don't want to, but because al
we have in sonme comunities to tax are our nother and
father's honmes and farm ground. Many communities in ny
district do not have novie theaters. They have no retai
busi ness of any kind, they sinply have honmes and farm
ground and they do the best they can. And if you don't
think we don't try hard, who has the highest educational
tax rate in the State of Illinois? It is Cairo, Illinois,
followed closely by East St. Louis. W t hout equal
opportunity that violates one of ny nost sincere held
beliefs in the Republican philosophy. Can | guarantee you
that, if you help give us an equal or at |east a nore |evel

field for opportunity that, everybody's test scores wll go

up, that the graduation rate will increase? | can't nake
you that guarantee. | can tell you this. Wth sone of the
reforns that are in this package, | think we can begin to
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address those concerns honestly and forthrightly, because
when you go hone, regardl ess of how you vote on this Bill
what are you going to tell a child who quits school today?
VWhat are they going to do tonorrow? Just sinply, by this,
or sonme other plan, I'mnot wedded to any plan, |I'mjust
sinply telling you the challenge before us is to give each
child a relatively equal opportunity to access a quality
education and then get out of that <child's road and
hopeful |y, t hat child wll take advantage of that
opportunity and go on to becone a contributing citizen to
the State of Illinois, or wherever that child ends up. |
can't guarantee that. There' || still be dr opout s.
There'll still be discipline problens. You know, folks, no
Bill that is crafted by human beings is perfect. W can't
do that. The inspiration for education has to come from
the home, that hasn't changed since | was a first grader
It's nore inportant now, and I would submt, contrary to
what sonebody said in the Commttee of the Wol e Meeting,
kids today, in nmany areas of the state, particularly in
sone areas in ny district, are not comng to school
prepared to learn. They can't count to three, they don't
recogni ze colors, and that takes a great deal of nobney, one
on one and renedial work to get that child up to where sone
of the other children in this state are. W can't do al
of that. The disintegration of the famly is a whole other
i ssue, but that's a very inportant ingredient in anything
we do today. So, yes, | rise to support this Bill. | wll
vote for the Bill. Al | can ask any of you, whether it be
my colleagues or ny fornmer colleagues, ny friends, if |
have any left, or ny former friends, give us an opportunity
statewide. Just give us an opportunity to level the

playing field, let our locally elected boards and |et our
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locally hired teachers do the very best they can wth
better resources and maybe, no, not maybe, hopefully, and I
think |1 can alnost guarantee it, we will produce a better
generation of children, but we nmust provide the funds and
t he backing to give each child in this state that
opportunity. And | would submt to you that you can either
pay for it now, or you will pay for it later. Where are
the prisons in this state? They aren't in the suburban
counties. They're in nmy counties. W spend $17 thousand a
year, on average, to keep a prisoner locked up in our
prisons and yet, we don't seemto bat an eye that sone
districts doing all they can do, can only spend $3 thousand
per year to educate a child. Yes, there's a tax increase
inthis Bill. O the 44 states that have an incone tax, we
are the second lowest. |If this Bill becones law, we w ||
be the third | owest. Gve kids an opportunity. W' ve
talked about it for 15 years. | think it's time to act.
This Bill should conme as no surprise to anyone who has been
here nore than a year. It's tine to vote. | vote 'aye'."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Mnority Leader, Representative Daniels."

Daniels: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenmen of the House, would
it surprise you to find out that | agree with everything
Bill Black said, except for his conclusion? Wuld it
surprise you to say that, once again, Bill Black has shown
hinmself to be a leader in this state, to be a person wth
vision, a person wth an understanding of the problens
throughout Illinois as it relates to education, and a
conpassi onate individual ? He is ny friend. He's been ny
friend for years, and he will be ny friend tonorrow, and he
will be ny friend for the rest of our lives. | respect him
hi ghly, but we both have conme to different conclusions.

Maybe for the sanme reasons, we just reach different
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results. Bill comes at it from a standpoint of his
community, as he should, and the strength of his Dbelief
that nmoney wll solve nmany of the problens throughout
II'linois. He knows that noney alone will not solve that.
| understand that. That's why he referred to parental
i nvol venent, comm tnent, and dedication from all [Illinois
citizens. He knows in his heart that there is a ton of new
dollars in this state that has resulted fromthe excellent
fiscal managenent that has been brought to Illinois by
Gover nor Edgar and, frankly, by Menbers of this
Legislature. 1In the last two years we had unprecedented
gr owm h. In the last two years we devel oped unprecedent ed
prograns that hel ped, not only address our fiscal matters,
but also talked to a great extent about what this state
needed to do in education. A Denocrat Menber of the House
just canme over to nme and he | ooked at nme and he said, 'You
know, we're here today because of what you guys did over
the last two years.' He caught nme a little bit by surprise
because | wasn't sure where he was going with that, and I
said, 'Wiat do you nean?’ He said, 'Do you realize that
when you reformed Chicago schools and you gave the nmayor of
the Cty of Chicago the tools in which to reformthose
schools, that you set in notion the opportunity to dea
wth reformng statewi de schools? and he was right. W
did do that. W did that together. W did that in an
unprecedented sense. No other |arge school district in the
United States of Anerica is nmaking the strides |ike are
being made today in the Cty of Chicago, and every one of
us in this Assenbly ought to take great pride in that.
Last year we dealt with substantive reformand we started
in notion inproving the classroom giving teachers better

tools to operate, devel oping standards, and exit exans, and
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that Bill called Quality First passed the General Assenbly,
was signed by the Governor as |aw today. Once again
dealing with the very inportant issues of education reform
addressing those prograns that Bill Black believes so
strongly in. But today, we're faced with another Bill, and
right now we're | ooking at a matter of debate over whether
or not we should increase the incone tax. Now, let me try
to tell you where I"'mcomng from Today, as we call the
I11inois Econom ¢ and Fiscal Comm ssion, Ladies and
Gentlenmen, this is our branch. This is the branch of
government that advises us, the Menbers of the Genera
Assenbly, on the tax status and fiscal nmatters. This isn't
the Bureau of the Budget, which is a partisan bureau that
works for the admnistration. This is the group, Illinois
Econom ¢ and Fiscal Comm ssion, that conprises Denocrat
| eaders and Republican |eaders and advises us in fiscal
matters, and today they tell us, May 29, the new revenue
growh in this state, our checkbook bal ance, the dollars
that are available to us in new growh over last year
stands at $989 mllion. | look at that noney and | say,
' Now, what does $989 million represent?  About 10% of our
available dollars in budgeting, but it also represents
this, that's $989 nmillion nore that we're extracting from
taxpayers this year than we did Ilast year, and we did
nothing in order to generate that noney, other than to
encour age econom ¢ boom econom c expansi on, | ob
devel opnent, and a great place to do busi ness known as the
State of Illinois. And we did that over the last two years
by setting the policy prograns that added jobs to this
state. Do you realize that today we have a personal incone
growh, as of May 29, of 8.3%in this state? Now, why does

t hat becone so inportant, because sone of you would say,
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' Ckay, we understand that. That's an inportant issue, but
inthe final analysis, we still need nore noney for
school s.' You are absolutely correct, and Bill Black was

correct when he said that, and that's why the program that
we are talking about deals with those critical issues that
we nust agree upon. This isn't a debate today on education
reform because we all understand the reformthat's needed.
One, we know that every school district in this state ought
to have a m ni mum foundation | evel of $4,225. There is
nobody in this Chanber that disagrees with that. Put that
up for a vote, and it passes I|ike that, unaninously, no
opposi tion. Two, academic reforns. There's not a Menber
of this Assenbly that doesn't have his or her views on how
we should reform some of the standards and academi cs of
this state. Now, we may cone at it in a different way,
whether it's on teacher certification, or as M. Madigan
wanted, to abolish tenure in this state. Those are
different views than sone of us have. But, we do conme at
it in different ways, but we all agree on the basic
principle that there nust be academc refornms in this Bill

Three, the House Republican Organization, as you know,
stood strong for school construction grant reforns and
basically, addressing the infrastructure system of the
State of Illinois. That neans to say that when you | ook at
those videos that were so well done all over the state,
where a child was in a classroomthat was too small, or
there was a closet that had the storing of various chem ca

matters for chemstry lab that was sitting there, that
meant that we wanted to inprove that classroom W wanted
to inprove the infrastructure systemwhere kids | earn, and
that's why we came up with a $4.5 billion School

Construction G ant Program not matched by any ot her program
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in this state that would put real dollars into your school
district to help reform your schools and inprove that
structural system where kids |earn. W felt that when
t axpayers really needed our help, that was an area we could
help at the nost. That's the third, and fourth, property
tax relief. Now, Ladies and Gentlenen, | conme froman area
t hat depends heavily on property taxes relief to fund their
school s, but | also know many of you, whether you cone from
Springfield, or Chanpaign, or Carbondale, or other parts of
the state, are experiencing the sane thing that Bob
Churchill is experiencing in Lake County, or Judy Biggert
in DuPage, or others throughout this State of Illinois.
You're seeing a growmh in your EAV, which then accesses
hi gher tax dollars, and it allows the schools to have nore
dollars, but you, then, receive |less state assistance. An
overreliance on property taxes. That's true, there's no
guestion about it, and we don't disagree with that. W
think property tax relief is an inportant conponent. Well,
if it's so inportant, why doesn't this Bill have as a
dedi cated source, a dollar for dollar tax swap that you can
do nothing else with the dollars other than use it for
property tax relief, and only raise the necessary dollars
for that tax swap? | nstead, what are we doing? W're
tal ki ng about education reform and Menbers on the other
side of the aisle are confusing the issue by putting noney
intoit, and saying that's the only way you can reform your
schools. Everything that we've talked about, everything
we' ve tal ked about is affordable and can be done by |iving
Wi thin our neans. Let's exam ne another issue, $989
mllion in new revenue grow h. Uncontroverted fact.
That's your own conm ssion that tells you what that anount

is. Now, add to that the proposed incone tax increase,
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$1.5 billion. Do the people of Illinois understand that
what the Menbers of this Assenbly are asking them is for
$2.5 billion in new funds this year over |last year? Two
point five billion. Are you going to go back honme and tel
them 'Oh, we forgot about the new revenue growth, the new
taxes that you paid to us because of your higher salaries
and greater incone. W set that aside, we just need
another 1.5 billion.’ VWhat are you going to do with it?
You know what you're going to do wth it. You are going to
build the <cost of governnent. Now, this IS wher e
Republicans start noving in a different direction. W
start saying that |ess government is better, and we start
saying that |less tax burden is better. So, where are we on

this whol e discussion? | agree with 99% of what Bill Bl ack

just said, who conmes to a different conclusion, and I

respectfully understand that. But, | disagree wth what
all of you are saying on the other side, that we need to
raise the incone tax to acconplish those results. e

should be warned by the w sdom of the past. John Marshal
said, 'The power to tax involves the power to destroy. The

power to destroy may defeat, and render useless the power

to create.’ Ladies and Gentlenmen, we cannot tax the
working famlies of Illinois to create a fairly funded
educati on system because in the end we'll wnd up

destroyi ng both. What is being suggested here is an
obscene anobunt in incone taxes that are unnecessary in
order to acconplish every one of the four goals that | have
just outlined for you. Unl ess you not understand how
serious we were about it, we did cone out with a plan
called Inprove Illinois Schools. In the Inprove Illinois
School Program outlines exactly how we <can do this in

fashion that is clear for everyone to understand. Ch, we
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don't suggest that there aren't sone itens that we should

work with. How many of you in the last election talked

about increasing the tax on riverboats? Frankly, | think
knew al nost every one of your canpaigns, and as | | ook out
on the other side of the aisle, | think just about every

one of vyou said, we ought to increase the tax on the
riverboat owners. Well, we are doing nothing different
than what you suggested, what the Governor suggested
bef ore. W can generate enough dollars in handling it
W thout the inconme tax to inprove our schools. So, as we
move forward on this debate, whether this Bill passes or
not, I don't think you're going to see this Bill ending up
on the Governor's desk. And what bothers ne the nost is
that many of you know that. And what bothers ne the nost
is that vyou're asking Menbers to vote on an incone tax

increase of 25% You're stringing themout at the highest

|l evel, knowng that that Bill wIll never end up on the
Governor's desk, and then sone other conpromse wll cone
in at a lower level. So, you're strung out at the highest

of levels. You know, that's an wunfortunate way to do

t hi ngs. W can do a better job. W can neet a better
responsibility to Illinois citizens and neet everything
that Bill Black stands for, everything that he believes in,
every inprovenent of Illinois schools, fromthe bottom of

the state to the top of the state, and continue on with the

prograns to make this a better state to |ive. | suggest
vote 'no’ on this Bill. Go back to work. Don't |eave
Springfield wuntil you get the job done, but in a

responsi bl e fashion. Thank you."

Speaker Brunsvol d: "The Gentleman from Chanpaign, M. Tim
Johnson. "
Johnson, Tim "M. Speaker, | Mwve the Previous Question."
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Speaker Brunsvold: "The Gentlenman Moves the Previous Question.
All  in favor say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it
and the previous question has been noved. Representati ve

Curri e:

Currie to close.”

"Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. |It's
tenpting to think that we don't have to raise taxes, raise
the income taxes in order to do the job that everyone
assures us is a job we nust do. But, let me tell you, for
all the blather, for all the talk about a billion dollars
in new revenues, let me tell you that the Economc and
Fi scal Conm ssion says, 774, the Bureau of the Budget says,
669. Let ne rem nd you that the Governor's budget proposed
allocations of those new revenues, allocations of noney
al ready going to the schools, allocations of dollars going
to take care of people who are in our state nental
institutions, dollars going to the prisons that we need to
open downst at e. You can take all of that noney, but then
how are you going to fund nental health, corrections, and
all of the other responsibilities we have taken? |If you
| ook at the dollars, what you have in the rosiest of rosy
scenarios, 1is a hundred mllion dollars to allocate in the
next fiscal year, that we didn't think we had when we
started with the Governor's budget in March. A hundred
mllion dollars, unfortunately, won't buy you substanti al
property tax relief, and it wll not begin to buy you
equal ity of educational opportunity. It would be nice to
think we could get away with it that easily. The fact is,
we can't. So, if you believe, with Representative Bl ack,
t hat equal ity of educat i onal opportunity IS our
responsibility, if you believe it's time for us to step up
to the plate, and do the job, don't be afraid you'll be

strung out with the 'yes' vote on Senate Bill 645. This is
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the right thing to do, and this is the tinme to do it. |
urge your support for the school children, not just in your
own districts, but across the State of Illinois. Those 7
hundr ed t housand school children, they are Illinois
children, they are our children. Let us vote now for those
youngsters."

Speaker Brunsvold: "The question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 645
pass?' All in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed vote 'no'.
The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wsh? M. Cerk, take
the record. And on that question ...and on that question
there are 62 voting 'yes'; and 56 voting 'no'. And there's
been a verification request. M. Johnson, for what reason
do you rise?"

Johnson, Tim "May | have | eave to be verified?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Cross, | think, has requested t he

verification."

Cross: "And we persist with our verification.”

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Johnson asks |leave to be verified, Tim
Johnson. |Is there leave? M. Cerk, read the Affirmative
Roll Call.™

Cerk Rossi: "Poll of t hose voting in the affirmative.
Represent ati ves: Acevedo. Bl ack. Bol and. Br adl ey.
Br osnahan. Brunsvol d. Bugielski. Burke. Currie. Curry,
Julie. Dart. Davis, Moni que. Davis, Steve. Terry
Deeri ng. Deuchl er. Erwi n. Fanti n. Fei genhol t z.
Fl owner s. Fritchey. Gash. Gglio. G les. G anber g.

Hannig. Hartke. Hol brook. Howard. Johnson, Tim Jones,
Lou. Jones, Shirl ey. Kenner . Lang. Lopez. Lyons,
Joseph. Mauti no. McCGuire. McKeon. Mtchell. Moffitt.
Moor e, Eugene. Morrow. Mirphy, Harold. Novak. Phel ps.

Pugh. Ronen. Ryder. Santiago. Schakowsky. Schoenberg.
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Scott. Scully. Silva. Slone. Smth. Stroger. Tur ner.
Weaver. Wbol ard. Younge, and M. Speaker."
Speaker Brunsvold: "Questions of the affirmative? M. Cross, M.

Ti m Johnson has requested | eave."

Cross: "That's fine. Representative Deering?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Deering is in his chair."”
Cross: "Representative Brosnahan?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Brosnahan is at his desk."

Cross: "Representative Scul |l y?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "M. Scully is in his ...at his desk."
Cross: "Representative Sl one?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Slone is at her desk."
Cross: "Representative Gglio?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Gglio is at his desk."
Cross: "Representative Steve Davis?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "Representative Steve Davis is in his seat."”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker."

Speaker Brunsvol d: " Anyt hi ng further, M. Coss? On this
gquestion, there are 62 voting 'yes'; 56 voting 'no'; and O
voti ng 'present’. Thi s Bill, havi ng recei ved a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On the
O der of Concurrence appears House Bill 1375, M.
Capparelli. Qut of the record. M. Cross, for what
reason do you rise?"

Cross: "W just wonder what we're doing, M. Speaker. D d we
adj our n?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "No, M. Cross. W're kind of letting the
intensity of the hour kind of...everyone get their
di scussions..."

Cross: "Are there any other Bills we should be | ooking for?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "W have other issues we can go to in just a

few m nutes."”
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Cross: "Okay, thank you."

Speaker Brunsvold: "On Supplenental Calendar #1 appears House
Bill 1121. Representative Julie Curry."

Curry: "Thank you, M. Speaker. A Conference Conmttee Report to
House Bill 1121 makes sone technical changes to a Bill that
we have al ready addressed, previously, in this Chanber in
House Bill 601, which created the Autonobile Leasing
Cccupation and Use Tax Act. Basically, this is a cleanup
Bill that was offered by the Departnent of Revenue to nake
sone technical <changes in the legislation so it could be
i npl emented properly. Be happy to answer any questions."”

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Lady has noved for the adoption of the
First Conference Committee Report to House Bill 1121. 1Is
there any di scussion? The Gentleman from Cook, M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Brunsvold: "The Sponsor yields."

Parke: "Representative, is this addressing the wunderlying Bil
and bringing sone technical changes to it to nake it nore
acceptable, or have you nolded into this Conf erence
Commttee other pieces of legislation? Could sone staff

pl ease hel p Representative on this?"

Curry: "It made the technical changes to House Bill 601, which
was incorporated into ny Bill, House Bill 1121."
Parke: "So, the underlying Bill is still there?"

Curry: "Yes."

Parke: "And you' ve nolded in (sic-House Bill) 601 into it al so?"

Curry: "Yes, Sir."

Par ke: "What does (sic-House Bill) 601 do?"

Curry: "(sic - House Bill) 601 creates the Autonobile Leasing
Cccupation and Use Tax Act that was introduced in House
Bill 601, and Representative Art Turner was the Sponsor of

that Bill and 1'd be happy to allow him to elaborate

78


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

71st Legi sl ative Day May 29, 1997
further.”
Parke: "I would appreciate that."

Speaker

Par ke:

Speaker

Tur ner,

Speaker

Tur ner,

Par ke:

Tur ner,

Par ke:

Tur ner,

Par ke:

Tur ner,

Brunsvold: "M . Parke ...M. Parke, Representative Curry
would i ke to yield to Representative Turner, who's the
ori gi nal Sponsor of House Bill 601."

"That would be fine."

Brunsvold: "M. Turner.
A.: "Go ahead."
Brunsvold: "M. Turner wll answer questions regarding

House Bill 601."
A.: "Representative."
"Yes, | just wanted to know, this is the Bill that passed

out of here with a huge nunber of votes, right, (sic-House

Bill) 601?"

A: "Yes, it is."

"Why did you incorporate that Bill back into a Conference
Comm ttee? What transpired in the Senate with the House

and for us..."

A.: "There was sonme |anguage that the Departnent of
Revenue wanted to be put in place. And so that, in
essence, what we did is we took the I|anguage that the
Department of Revenue wanted and we put it in the Bill
And then we just resubmtted the entire Bill again."

"Do you know of anyone opposed to your (sic-House Bill)
601 cl eanup | anguage?"

A.: "I know no opposition to the cleanup | anguage. In
fact, the Departnent of Revenue is still opposed to the
Bill, but the cleanup | anguage, which they thought, made it
a Bill which is much nore agreeable and nuch nore
pal at abl e. |  know of no other opposi tion to t he
| egi sl ati on. This legislation wll provide no |oss of

revenue to any local units of governnent so, there is no
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Par ke:

Tur ner,

Par ke:

Curry:

Par ke:

Curry:

Par ke:

Speaker

Moor e,

loss of nonies. |In terns of State Governnent, what we're
doing is giving up the current sales tax that we collect
from |easing conpanies on these cars, and we're now goi ng
to tax the gross receipts of the |ease agreenent itself,
and so that is the, in essence, the legislation."

"Ckay so, ny nunicipal conference and ny local villages
have signed off on this now?"

A.: "They signed off on the original Bill, and they

...1t"s ny understanding that they're okay with the cl eanup

| anguage on this Bill. Again, it does not affect | ocal
government, in the sense that they wll no longer ...or
they will not l|ose any revenue as the result of this
change. "

"Thank you, Representative Turner. Representative Curry,

on your underlying Bill, has there been any changes in that
underlying Bill, and was it voted out of here earlier?"
"Yes, Sir."

"And has there been any changes to it ...Since it left
here, has the underlying Bill been changed?"

“In the original Bill, the mneral rights that were

offered at the scavenger sale reverted back to the surface
owner. In the Conference Commttee Report, it changes
that. So, sinply that the mneral rights do not have to be
offered for sale at the scavenger sale after 10 years.
That woul d be the only change."”

"Thank you, Representative. Since everyone has agreed to
this except for the Revenue Departnent, we'll |et the Body

decide which is the best vote. Thank you."

Brunsvol d: " Thank you. The Lady from Lake,
Representative Andrea Moore. Do you wsh to question
the..."

A.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | just rise in support of
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Speaker

Bl ack:

Speaker

Cerk

this and this is a technical Amendnent that was absol utely
necessary so that the municipal Anmendnent that was on
originally, would do what we intended it to do. At |ast,

we had good cooperation fromthe Departnent of Revenue with

this very conplicated |anguage, and | would urge your
support of this Amendnent ...of this Conference Conmttee
Report."

Brunsvold: "Is there any further discussion on the

adoption of the Conference Commttee Report? Seeing none,
t he guestion is, '"Shall the House adopt the First

Conference Commttee Report on House Bill 11217 This is

final action. All  in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed vote
'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,

take the record. And on this question, there are 118
voting 'yes'; O voting 'no'; O voting 'present'. And the
House does adopt the first Conference Conmttee Report on
House Bill 1121. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. \V/ g
Bl ack is recognized for a Mdtion."

"I't's very kind of you to recognize ne, Sir. | would nove
t hat the House stand adjourned.™

Brunsvol d: "Allow ng Perfunctory tinme for the Clerk, M.

Bl ack has noved that the House stand adjourned until
Friday, WMay 30th, at the hour of 1:00 p.m Al in favor
say 'aye'; opposed 'nay'. The 'ayes' have it and the House
does stand adjourned until Friday, May 30, at the hour of
1:00 p.m"

Bolin: "The House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
| ntroducti on of House Resol utions. House Resolution 193,
offered by Representative Feigenholtz; House Resol ution

194, of fered by Representati ve Fei genhol t z; House
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Resol ution 195, offered by Representative Dart; and Senate
Joint Resolution #35, offered by Representative Erwin."
Havi ng no further business, the House Perfunctory Session
stands adj our ned. The House will reconvene in regular

Session, Friday, May 30th, at 1:00 p.m"
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