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Speaker Hartke: "The hour of 9 o'clock having arrived, the House
wll come to order. Qur guests in the gallery nmay wish to
rise and join us in the invocation. The invocation this

nmorning and the prayer will be led by Pastor Lee Crawford,
Assi stant Pastor of the Victory Tenpl e Chur ch in
Springfield. Pastor Crawford."

Crawford: "Let wus pray. Behold how good and pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity. So we cone so hunbly
before You this norning, with weary m nds and tired bodi es,
yet also with an open heart. So, with the heart we realize
that how excellent 1is Your name and Your tender nmnercies.
How glorious is Your |love and Your conpassion. How
wonderful is Your strength to uphold us, to preserve, and
to keep us in our right mnds. So, with an open heart and
an open mnd, we kindly say thank You for our strength,
thank You for our peace, thank You for our guidance. This
we pray. Anmen."

Speaker Hartke: "W wll be led in pledge this norning by
Representative Conni e Howard."

Howard: - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anerica, and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice
for all."

Speaker Hartke: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representative Cross,
any excused absences today on the Republican side?"

Cross: "There are, M. Speaker. Representative Lindner is
excused again today. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Currie, excuses on the Denocrat
si de?"

Currie: "I know of no excused absences on this side of the aisle
t oday, Speaker."

Speaker Hartke: "M . derk, would you take the Roll? One hundred
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si xteen Menbers answering the quorumcall, we do have a
guor um Page 2 of the Cal endar appears House Bill 174,
Representative Lang. Qut of the record. My not be called
again. House Bill 2307, Representative Hannig. Qut of the
record. House Bill 2370, Representative Gash. Qut of the

record. House Bill 2374, Representative Jones. Qut of the

record. House Bill 2436, Representati ve Hassert.
Representative Hassert. House Bill 2436. Qut of the
record. House Bill 2443, Representative Capparelli. Qut

of the record. House Bill 2444, Representative Capparelli.
Qut of the record. House Bill 2469, Representative
Fritchey. Qut  of t he record. House Bill 2478,
Representative Poe. M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 2478, the Bill's been read a second tine
previously. No Commttee Amendnents. No Floor Anendnents.
No Motions filed.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. House Bill 2498, Representative
Fl owner s. Representative Poe. Representative Poe. M.
Clerk, what is the status of House Bill 2478?"

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 2478, a Bill for an Act to anmend the
I1linois Public A d Code. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Has it been read a second tinme?"

Clerk Bolin: "The Bill's been read a second tine previously."

Speaker Hartke: "Wuld you like to call that Bill now, M. Poe?
M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 2478, a Bill for an Act to anend the
I1linois Public A d Code. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Poe: "M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House, this is a
Bill that anends the Medicare Article of the Public Ad

Code and what this does, is whenever we have a Medicaid
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audit and when you audit, that goes back sonetines 18
nmont hs, and has gone back as nuch as 30 nonths. And during
that recovery period, the state can cone back and coll ect
over paynments. And what this Bill would do would nmake it so
that the long-term care facility, if there were sone
findings where they had been underpaid, they could al so
recover their noney during that same audit. Thank you,
"1l answer any questions."

Speaker Hartke: "The Gentleman has explained his Bill. |Is there
any di scussion? The Chair recognizes the Lady from Cook,
Representative Crotty."

Crotty: "Thank you. Does the Representative... Representative
Poe woul d you yiel d?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Poe: "Yes."

Crotty: "Thanks. Could you tell nme how far back could a person
go to get the underpaynents?"

Poe: "Currently to get an underpaynent, you could only go back
one year, but yet, the departnent can go back as 30 nonths,
2 years, whatever they select to go back to. And they can
coll ect overpaynents for a much |onger period or even
indefinitely, where if you're a long care provider and
there's sone findings during an audit, you can only go back
one year. So, what I'mactually doing here is trying to
| evel the playing field between our constituents and the
departnent.”

Crotty: "Ckay. | can understand exactly where this Bill is
going. The only problem| have is, being with one of those
agencies at one tinme nyself, that | would expect the agency
to find out through their bookkeeping also that there's
been a mstake in a relatively short tinme, and not go back

to an indefinite anount of tinme. So, | was really hoping
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to talk to you yesterday, after |looking at the Bill that
maybe we can shore up at | east a deadline on that?"

Poe: "Yeah, | offered to work with the agency and narrow up those
scopes, and we work with themfor 2 or 3 days. W noved
this back on Second, and they chose not to narrow those
time franes up, and let the Bill go the way it was. I
t hi nk what you're saying is correct, and sonetinmes it's for
unfortunate reasons we change auditors sonetine in a |long
care facility or financial planners, and when they cone in
they find out that maybe sonmeone was doi ng sonet hi ng w ong.

This gives thema chance to go back and correct that al so

during an audit period."

Crotty: "AIl right. 1Is this in conpliance with the federal |aw?"

Poe: "Currently, | guess I'mtrying to... Qur constituents are
working wth the Illinois Departnent of Public Health, and
that's the problemI'mtrying to correct. | feel that
that's sonething that Illinois will have to work out with
the feds."

Crotty: "I can only... | only know for a fact that the federal

| aw thenselves don't allow themto go back to an infinite

anmount of tine."

Poe: "Is there... have you seen a ruling on that? Are you for
sure?"

Crotty: "l'mpositive."

Poe: "Ch, Gkay. M staff is not positive of that, so | guess we

got two different opinions.”
Speaker Hartke: "Further questions?"
Poe: "The bills have to be submtted within one year, but yet, it
doesn't address underpaynents in that sane statenent.”
Crotty: "And I'mall for addressing the underpaynents, because
do know agencies do need their noney. But if we go back to

an indefinite amount of tinme, there's also an appropriation
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that the public aid office is working under. So, | have...
those are only ny concerns, but I..."

Poe: "That's why | would have |liked to have narrowed it up during
an audit period, and then I think the problem would have
been solved. And if that is a big concern, I think rmaybe
we can amend it in the Senate."

Crotty: "AIl right, and I'd be willing to work with you on that."

Poe: "Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. | would like to know if the Sponsor will vyield?"

Speaker Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

Parke: "Representative Poe, is the Departnent of Public Aid still
opposed to this Bill?"

Poe: "Yes."

Parke: "And why are they..."

Poe: "But also..."

Parke: "Why are they opposed to it?"

Poe: "Can't speak for the departnent.™

Par ke: "What have they shared with you?"

Poe: "Their concern originally was opening it up to indefinitely
and it was too wide of a scope, which |I've already said |
held a Bill for three days giving thema chance to cone up
wi th an Amendnent, and they chose not to."

Parke: "Well, also doesn't this | eave an unknown liability to the
departnent to try and figure out how to budget their noney,
when it could go 18 nonths or that they just don't know
whi ch paynents they'll have to make and all of sudden, they
may have a whol e bunch and not have the noney allocated for
it? Wuldn't you see that as a probl en?”

Poe: "My intent 1is the fairness to ny long-term providers, that
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Par ke:

Speaker

Bl ack:

they have the sanme opportunity to col | ect their
under paynent s, as wel | as they have to pay their
over paynents."

"Thank you, | appreciate the feedback. But | have a
concern that we nmake it difficult for our agencies to
budget. | know that we are trying to solve problenms for
constituents, and | see that as a legitimte concern.
Peopl e want paynent in a tinely manner, but the concern
that | have is that sonetine agencies have a difficult tinme
being able to figure out when they budget, how nuch to pay,

and howto pay it if they don't knowin a 12 nonth peri od,

in a budgetary period, when they can do it. So,
unfortunately, I wll rise in opposition to this Bill."
Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Verm |ion, Representative Bl ack."

"Thank you very much, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen
of the House. | rise in strong support of the Bill. If for
no other reason to send a nessage to the Departnent of
Public Ad and the Departnment of Human Services that
internmediate care facilities and long-termcare facilities
don't work for the Departnment of Public Ad and the
Department of Human Services. |It's the other way around.
State Governnent is supposed to work for the providers of
health care and rehabilitation care. The way they treat
these agencies is alnobst borders on the crimmnal. |
commend Raynond Poe for what he's trying to do. You know,
back when we didn't pay our bills on tinme, well that's just
the way it goes, we're a little short this nonth, so you'l
have to wait 4 or 5 nonths for paynent. And then, the
auditors swoop in and go back 6, 7, 8 years and say, 'Ch ny
goodness, we overpaid you $10 thousand, and we'll have that

nmoney tonorrow norning or we'll shut you down.' VWhat a
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bunch of bol ogna. You know, the people at DHS and DPA need
to get their own house in order before they threaten to
cl ose down nursing hones and internediate care hones in ny
district. If you want to send a strong nessage to the
bureaucrats, they work for the agencies, the agencies don't
work for them Vote 'yes' to protect the people who give
the aged, the infirm and those in need of care sone
protection fromthe bureaucrats, and their cal culators, and
their threats out of Springfield, Illinois. Vote 'aye'."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from DuPage, Representative Johnson (Ton)."

Johnson, Tom "I rise in strong support of this piece of
| egislation, and | couldn't say it any better than ny good
friend, Representative Black, just said. You know, it's so
crazy that our agencies can go in and go back and audit you
and hey, if you're... if they find out they mght have
overpaid you by a dollar or two, they can make you pay it
back at anytime. But if you show themin response to that
audit that they underpaid you, you can't say a word. It's
no set off, it's just governnent take, take, and get into
everybody's pockets, and go back and just harass, and do
what ever they want. This Bill levels the playing field and
that's all it does. | urge strong support for this piece
of legislation."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one seeking
recognition, Representative Poe to close.”

Poe: "I just think this is a fair Bill to our patrons in
Il'linois, and | would ask for a favorable vote."

Speaker Hartke: "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 2478 pass?
All  those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; those opposed
'no'. Polling is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,
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Cerk

Speaker
W nkel :

Speaker

take the record. On House Bill 2478, there are 112 Menbers
voting 'present' or voting 'yes', 2 Menbers voting 'no' and
O voting ‘'present', and this Bill, having received a
Constitutional WMyjority, is hereby declared passed. House
Bill 2498, Representative Flowers. Qut of the record.
House Bill 2634, Representative MAuliffe. Qut of the
record. House Bill 2636, Representative Wnkel. Read the
Bill. No, no, no, out of the record. On page 16 of the
Cal endar appears Senate Bill 1270, Representative W nkel.
M. Cerk, read the Bill."

Bolin: "Senate Bill 1270, a Bill for an Act anendi ng
certain Acts in relation to pensions. Third Reading of
this Senate Bill."

Hartke: "Representative Wnkel."

"Thank you, M. Speaker. Senate Bill 1270 would all ow
the University of [Illinois Fire Departnment. .. Fire
Department... Firefighters to continue to participate in
SIRS and be covered under the SIRS alternative fornula for
public safety officers. After the firefighting unit is
di ssolved on April 1, 1998, it's inperative that we pass
this Bill, nove it over to the Governor's Office as soon as
possi bl e. It needs to be signed into law by April 1, 1998
to fulfill an agreenent anong the University of Illinois
Firefighters, Uni versity of Illinois, the Cties of
Chanpai gn and Urbana. | would ask for your 'yes' vote.
|'d be glad to answer any questions."

Hartke: "Is there any discussion? Seeing no one is

seeking recognition, the Gentleman asks for the passage of

Senate Bill 1270. Al  those in favor signify by voting
"aye'; those opposed by voting 'no'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On Senate
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Bill 1270, there were 115 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
"no' and O voting 'present', and this Bill, having received
a Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
House Bills - Second Reading, on page 4 appears House Bil
2637, Representative Wnkel. Qut of the record. Page 4 of
t he Cal endar appears House Bill 2645, Representative

Klingler. Qut of the record. On page 4 appears House Bil

2652, Representative Kosel. Representative Kosel. Qut of
the record. House Bill 2687, Representative Saviano. Qut
of the record. House Bill 2688, Representative Saviano.
Qut of the record. House Bill 2690, Representative
Savi ano. Qut of t he record. House Bill 2721,
Representative Brunsvol d. Qut of the record. House Bil

2746, Representative Hoffman. Qut of the record. Page 5
of the Calendar, on House Bills - Second Readi ng, appears
House Bill 2774, Representative Younge, Wvetter Younge.
Qut of the record. On the sane page appears House Bil
2768, Representative Younge. M. Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2768, a Bill for an Act concerning Hone
Rul e Taxes. Second Reading of this House Bill. Anendnment
#1 was adopted in commttee. No Mdtions have been filed.
No Fl oor Amendnents approved for consideration.™

Speaker Hartke: "Third Reading. Representative Younge, would you
like to call that Bill on Third Reading now? M. d erk,
read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2768, a Bill for an Act concerning Hone
Rul e Taxes. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Younge."

Younge: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. This Bill wll permt
a Hone Rule Unit that has passed an ordi nance in reference
to sales tax to file that ordinance with the Departnent of

Revenue twice a year, rather than once a year. The
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Amendnent is witten by the Departnment of Revenue, and it
is in total support of this Bill. | nove for the adoption
and the passage of the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "The Lady has expl ained her legislation. Is there
any questions? The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from St.
Clair, Representative Hol brook."

Hol br ook: "Thank you, M. Speaker. M. Speaker, this is a good
pi ece of legislation. It just nakes our state governnment a
little nore responsible to our |ocal governnments and gives
thema little nore latitude to be able to help out in our
comunities, and | support it, and |I'd ask for everyone's
support. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Madi son, Representative Stephens.”

Stephens: "WII| the Lady yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Indicates she wll."

St ephens: "Representative, it's a |little noisy on this side of
the aisle. | wonder, it's early in the norning, could you
go back and explain exactly what the Bill does, just one

nore tine? And | wonder if we can have sone order on the
Republ i can side? Republicans party too nuch, | think it
shoul d be noted."

Younge: "Hone rule units that pass ordinances in reference to
sales tax have to file the ordinance with the Departnent of
Revenue by the 1st of COctober, so that the tax will begin,
enforcement will begin in January. This Bill would nake
that time for filing with the Departnment of Revenue tw ce a
year. It would nmake it October and April."

St ephens: "Thank you, Representative. Do vyou have a specific
muni cipality in mnd that needs this second opportunity to
rai se taxes?"

Younge: "Yes, the Village of Cahokia needs this piece of

10
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| egislation in order to correct a date filing wth the
depart nent. Its Resolution and its referendum was after
the filing date, and it needs this in order to be able to

start the enforcenent in July."

St ephens: "Wl |, ["'m not sure why they need that extra

Younge:

Speaker

Curri e:

opportunity, but | want everybody to understand that this
gives municipalities a second opportunity wthin the sane
cal endar year to adopt and file tax increases in the
muni ci pal sales tax. It allows those nunicipalities to
begin collection of new taxes at an earlier date. |'m not
sure why we have to go after the taxpayers tw ce a year,
and actually nove the date up, at which we can get noney
from them I, with all due respect, Representative, and,
Representative Hol brook, | have to stand in opposition.”

"M . Speaker, may | just respond by saying, we're talking
about a referendumthat has been approved by the taxpayers
and all we're talking about, this is a technical matter of
filing an already approved referendumw th the Departnent
of Revenue. The Departnent of Revenue has drafted the Bil
and is in favor of it, and it doesn't mnd having two
dates, rather than one."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Representative Currie.”

"Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | rise in
support of the Bill. The provision that Representative
Younge's Bill would inpose would apply to the special
county occupation tax for public safety. The second
opportunity for filing wth the Departnent of Revenue is
al ready available for other county inposed sales tax.
That's the way we do business. This is no different except
that it deals with the newtax that is on the books. The
Department of Revenue is confortable with this provision.

There is no oppositionto this Bill. It will help those

11
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peopl e, who by referenda, have decided that public safety
issues are inportant just to begin collecting the tax that
t hey have al ready inposed at a convenient and expeditious
tinme. This treats this tax the sanme way all the other
taxes are treated. Don't Dblow this out of proportion.

It's an admnistrative efficiency change, and it deserves

your support."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion?”
Younge: "M. Speaker, would you take..."
Speaker Hart ke: " Seeing no one seeki ng recognition,

Representati ve Younge to cl ose.”

Younge: "Yes, would you take this out of the record, please.
Take it out of the record.”

Speaker Hartke: "M. Clerk, take this Bill out of the record,

pl ease. On page 5 of the Cal endar, back on House Bills -

Second Readi ng, appears House Bill 2800, Representative
Ri ghter. Qut of t he record. House Bill 2885,
Representative Mtchell. Qut of the record. House Bil

2921, Representative Ronen. CQut of the record. On page 6
of the Cal endar appears House Bill 2019, Representative
Sm t h. Mke Smth. Qut of the record. House Bill 2067,
Representative Durkin. Qut of the record. On page 6 of the
Cal endar appears House Bill 3127, Representative Kenner.
Qut of the record. House Bill 3128, Representative
Hassert. Qut of the record. On page 7 of the Calendar
appears House Bill 3225, Representative Saviano. Qut of
the record. On page 7 appears House Bill 3235,
Representative Schoenberg. Qut of the record. House Bill
3236, Representative Myers. Representative Myers. Qut of
the record. House Bill 3273, Representative Kubi k. Qut of
the record. On page 8 of the Calendar, on House Bills -

Second Readi ng, appears House Bill 3356, Representative

12
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Vi t . Qut of the record. House Bill 3375, Representative
Bergman. Qut of the record. On page 9 of the Calendar
appears House Bill 3520, Representative Saviano. Qut of
the record. On page 10 of the Cal endar appears House Bil
3630, Representative McCGuire. Qut of the record. On page
13 of the Cal endar, under House Bills - Third Reading,
appears House Bill 196, Representative Hannig. Qut of the
record. House Bill 2385, Representative Capparelli. Qut
of the record. House Bil| 2445, Representative Savi ano.
Qut of the record. House Bill 2509, Representative Meyer.
Qut of the record. House Bill 2555, Representative
Mffitt. Qut of t he record. House Bill 2560,
Representative Hoeft. Roll it. M. COerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2560, a Bill for an Act to abolish
regi onal boards of school trustees. Third Reading of this
House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hoeft."

Hoeft: "Thank you, M. Speaker, a clarification, please. A House
rules within the first hour of the |ast day of a Session.

s a 40% vote required? 1Is that, is that policy?"

Speaker Hartke: "It takes 60 votes to pass a Bill out of this
chanber. "

Hoeft: "I just needed to know that. This is inportant. The
House Bill 2560 has two distinct areas, the first is

reducing the |Ilevel of governnment, so we have in the State

of Illinois by increasing the responsibilities to regional
superi nt endent s. And the second is, finally, capping the
regi onal superintendents' salary so that it wll becone

part of a formula based on the cost of living. There are
two distinct areas. The first of which is noving the
Regi onal Board of School Trustees fromcounties that woul d

like to have it renoved, local option. Many of the

13
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counties in the State of Illinois have this body on the
ballot, and no one really knows what it's about. They
serve no real purpose. In Kane County, they've asked

t hensel ves to be abolished. Oher areas of the state, they
are very valuable, and this will be an optional renoval
from this Ilevel of governnent by county. The second of
these is the putting into a formul a t he regi onal
superintendent's sal ary, whi ch will be based on a
percentage of the district, t he aver age district's
superintendent's salary in the State of Illinois. It wll
basically nmean that the regional superintendents wll get
on an average 92% of the district superintendents’
salaries. This will finally get this difficult situation
off our... we will not have to vote on it every four years,

and it 1is a good solution to a problemthat we have faced

time and tinme again. W last... earlier this week passed
another county officials stipend Bill, and this is sinply
followng through wth that sanme thene. |  would be

interested in any questions."

Speaker Hartke: "The Gentleman has explained his Bill. 1Is there
any discussion? The Chair recogni zes the Gentl enman from
Cook, Representative Lang."

Lang: "Thank you. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Indicates he wll."

Lang: "Representative, t he trustees t oday are revi ewi ng
annexation and deannexati on petitions and boundary
di sputes. If we do away with the trustees, will then these

decisions be left in the hands of the superintendent

sol el y?"
Hoeft: "The law is very specific on how you change boundaries of
school districts. There is not one of these that has

occurred recently that does not end wup in court for a

14


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

104t h Legi sl ative Day March 27, 1998
j udi ci al revi ew. Thi s simply says t he r egi onal
superintendent wll <collect the data, wll collect the

Lang:

Hoeft :

Lang:

Hoeft :

Lang:

Hoeft :

Lang:

Hoeft :

Lang:

Hoeft :

facts, and make a finding, which can be then brought to the
judicial review process and a judge would verify that. So,
t he regi onal superintendent would be the hearing officer
for this, and the case would then be brought before a judge
for his review"

"So, the superintendent would take the place of the
trustees as being a hearing body, is that correct?”

"That is correct."”

"Now, the law currently, though, is that you don't have to
go to court. The trustees nmake a decision, and that is the
deci si on unl ess sonebody appeals it, is that right?"

"Correct."

"And so, it would be the sanme under your change, except it
woul d be then one person neking this decision, right?"

"Correct."”

"Who spoke in favor and in oppositionto this Bill in
commttee?"

"There was no recorded opposition in commttee for this
provi si on. There are approxi matel y 15 regi onal
superintendents who say that this is very, very valuable
and they would like to keep it. The rest of the regional
superintendents voiced the opinion that this should be
changed. "

"Have you heard from any school trustees who have an
interest in whether or not their positions continue under
t he | aw?"

"This was initiated by the Kane County Board of School
Trust ees t hat sai d, "Ei t her gi ve us meani ngf ul
responsibilities or abolish wus.' They had not had a

hearing in three years."
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Lang:

Hoeft :

Lang:

Hoeft :

Lang:

Hoeft :

Lang:

Hoeft :

"So, what other responsibilities do they have besi des those

that | have enuner at ed?"

"That's it."
"And..."
"Representative Lang, in 1948 if you renenber correctly,

we had 14 thousand school districts in the State of
[111inois. These were the admnistrators. This body was
basically the school board of the county. When we
consolidated that and went to the present nunber, which is
about nine hundred, from 14 thousand to nine hundred, this
group lost its purpose. They've |ingered. W have t hem
on the ballot; people don't know what they do. It's
difficult at tines even to find people who can run. This
state has the | argest nunber of governnental bodies of any
state in the United States. W have the |ongest ballot.
This is a way... a good governnent Bill because it wll be

a way of elimnating, by |ocal choice, one nore | evel of

governnment. It's sonmething we all can invest in."
"Yeah, | don't disagree W th what you're sayi ng,
Representati ve. | just have sone mnor concern about

vesting this power in one person in each of these areas.
Does that concern you at all?"

"Absolutely, and you're correct in that. But the lawis
so specific in this, that if the individual does nmake an
incorrect decision, that's why the judicial review process
is socritical here. So, they will nmake the decision, and
then the judge, if it's challenged, wll take the | aw and
apply it to t he heari ng officer's records, t he
transcripts.”

"Have you nade any change in the judicial review process at
al 2"

"No. "
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Lang: "All right. Thank you, I'll support your Bill, Sir."
Hoeft: "Thank you, Sir."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Kubik."
Kubi k:  "Thank you, M. Speaker. Wuld the Gentl eman yiel d?"
Speaker Hartke: "Indicates that he will."
Kubi k: "Representative, does this Bill affect Cook County?"
Hoeft: "This Bill has no effect on Cook County cause they do this
t hrough the township system and we will maintain that."
Kubi k: "So, the decisions regardi ng boundaries are mnade through
t he township systenf"
Hoeft: "The township trustees make these decisions wthin Cook

County. We will not touch that."

Kubi k: "I thought..."
Hoeft: "... the sanme way."
Kubi k: "I understand that they have the township board of

trustees, but | thought that there was a regional board as
wel |, that was, that nade these sorts of decisions?"
Hoeft: "I do not know of any regional board for the County of

Cook. They do it through townships, and the regional

board... regional superintendent is not involved."
Kubi k: " Ckay. | sonehow recall that there was a board, and |
know that they were not an elected board. | thought they

have been made an appointed board, but in any event this
does not affect Cook County?"
Hoeft: "This does not affect Cook County."
Kubi k: "Ckay. What... okay, that's all the questions | have."
Hoeft: "Thank you."
Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Whiteside, Representative Mtchell."
Mtchell: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Indicates he wll."
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M t chel

Hoeft :

M t chel

Hoef t :
M t chel

Speaker

|: "Representative Hoeft, could you give us kind of a
scenario or a break down as to what kind of a change this
would rmake in the regional superintendent's salary, today
if we use the 95% of the nean? Pick an area and just show
us what kind of increase, if so, or howclose it would stay
to the salary they have now. "

"Regi onal superintendents are like any other elected
county officials. They cannot have an increase in their
salaries for four year period, and so this is that four
year period review. W... the genesis of their capping of
their salary cane from452 |ast year. The ReformBill said
that admnistration cost in the school districts in the
State of Illinois shall not exceed 5% of the cost of
living, whichever is less. So, we have capped the district
superintendents, basically capped their adm ni stration
cost. W' ve decided to take and put a formula, which says
t hose over 500 thousand, which is three of the regional
offices, wll get 100% of I|ast year's average district
superintendent's sal ary. The next group wll be 100
t housand to 499 thousand, and that will be 17 offices, and
than the last is 25 offices that are less than 20... that
are less than 100 thousand. This group will receive 90%
When you take it as a group, it is a 92% of the average
district superintendent's salary in the state. It is an
increase in the salaries of the regional superintendents
over that four year period of 9% "

l[: "Is that... is that a 9% annual, or 9% over the... over
the total of the four years?"

"It is a 2.4% annual increase, 9%total."
|: "Ckay. | have no further questions. Thank you, Doug."

Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Bureau, Representative Mautino."

18


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

104t h Legi sl ative Day March 27, 1998

Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Indicates he wll."

Mautino: "On the section on the IEC is that what would be
conpletely perm ssive. That's going to allow for | ocal
control in determining the role in the future of those..
of those facilities that are in contention?"

Hoeft: "Maintains their concept of local control that is entirely
up to the county board."

Mautino: "Thank you very nuch, to the Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "To the Bill."

Mautino: "I comrend Representative Hoeft on the work that he's
done to bring this all together. | think that it nakes
sense, it's good state policy, and it also wll address the
concerns of the regional superintendents. So with that, |
sinply ask for an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one seeking
recognition, Representative Hoeft to close.”

Hoeft: "This is a bipartisan issue supporting those individuals

from both sides of the aisle that work for the schoo

districts. It is a good solution to a |ong-standing
problem | would ask an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hoeft has asked for the passage
of House Bill 2560. Al those in favor of the Bill wll
vote 'vyes'; all those opposed will vote 'no'. The voting
is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who

w sh? Have all voted who w sh? M. derk, take the
record. On House Bill 2560, there are 84 Menbers voting
'yes', 25 Menbers voting 'no', and 3 Menbers voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. On page 13 of the
Cal endar appears House Bill 2509, Representative Myer. M.
Clerk, read the Bill."
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Clerk Bolin: ™"House Bill 2509, a Bill for an Act to anend the
II'linois Vehicle Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Meyer."

Meyer: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. The March 1998 governing nagazine stated and |
quote, 'Mdst police departnents keep no statistics on it,
but few dispute the aggressive driving. That aggressive
driving is at or near the top of today's safety concerns.'
A poll of Washington D.C. area residents conducted by the
Aneri can Autonobil e Association last year found that
notori sts fear aggressive drivers, even nore than they do
drunk drivers by 44%to 31% The National H ghway Traffic
Safety Adm nistration estimates that roughly 1/3 of al
nmotor vehicle <crashes and about 2/3 of the roughly 42
t housand crash fatalities that occur each year can be
attributed to aggressive driving behavior. House Bill 2509
addresses the probl ens of aggressive driving and road rage,
whi ch are growi ng at an apparent epidemc rate. House Bill
2509 establishes offensive aggressive driving, provides
that any person who operates any vehicle carelessly or
heedl essly wi thout watchful attention, concern, caution, or
regard for the rights or the safety of others, or in a
manner that endangers or is likely to endanger any property
or any person, including a driver or passengers of the
vehicle, and conmmtting any three or nore of specific
driv... different standard noving violations is guilty of
aggressive driving. It provides that any person convicted
of aggressive driving is guilty of a Class B M sdeneanor.
A second or subsequent comm ssion of the offense of
aggressi ve driving IS a Class A M sdeneanor. | t
establishes the offense of road rage, provides that any

person who intentionally, with malice, uses any vehicle in
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such an unl awful manner as to endanger the bodily safety or
property of another driver, bicyclist, or pedestrian 1is

guilty of road rage. It provides that if the violation of

road rage results in great bodily harm or pernmanent

di sfigurement to another, that person shall be guilty of
aggravated road rage. Aggravated road rage is a Cass 4
Felony. It also provides that an individual convicted of

aggravated road rage, which is a Cass 4 Felony, shall be
gi ven mandatory sentencing of a m ninumof 48 consecutive
hours of inprisonnment, provides that this inprisonnent
shal | not be subject to suspension or shall the offender be
eligible for probation in order to reduce the sentence. It
provides that the <clerk of a court shall report the
conviction of road rage or aggressive driving, even when
suspension is granted, to the Secretary of State. It
provides that the Secretary of State shall immediately
revoke their driver's license or permt of any driver who's
convicted of two road rage offenses within a 12 nonth
peri od. | know of no opposition to this Bill, and | ask
for your support in passing this legislation. Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "The Gentleman has explained his legislation. 1Is
there any di scussion? Seeing none, the Gentl eman asks for
the passage of House Bill... Excuse ne, | didn't see your
light, Representative Bl ack. The Chair recogni zes
Representati ve Bl ack."

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WI! 1l the Sponsor

yi el d?"
Speaker Hartke: "Indicates he will."
Bl ack: "Representative Meyer, what wll the burden of proof be on

the arresting officer that a person was intentionally
driving his or her vehicle in such a manner to endanger the

bodily safety or property of another driver, bicyclist, or
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Meyer :

Bl ack:

Meyer :

Bl ack:

Meyer :

pedestrian? Wat's going to be the burden of proof?"

"Representative, | believe it would be beyond a reasonabl e
doubt, certainly what we're looking at in road rage is
where that person intentionally wuses the vehicle as a
weapon. For instance, running another driver off the road,
pushing into an intersection, rammng the car. Those are
the types of things that would be, |I think, subject to this
type of a charge. The burden of proof, of course, would
still be on the arresting officer, or the ticketing
of ficer."

"Coul d not every one of those offenses be an accident? W
car planes on wet pavenent and forces sonebody in the
ditch. M brakes slip at an intersection, and | bunped the
car in front of me. Wat's going to determ ne whether it
was an honest accident or driver error and an intentional

attenpt to harm sonmeone?"

"Well, certainly, that 1is sonething that the arresting
officer would have to nmake the determnation on. It's
certainly possible that those... all those things can

happen. They certainly happen everyday, but what we're
talking about s actually using that vehicle as a weapon.
It is a high burden of proof, but where it exists, well,
that should not be treated as a normal accident, and there
shoul d be an arrest nmade on it."

"Aren't all of the offenses you nention in your Bil
al r eady applicable wunder reckless driving, aggravated
reckl ess driving, speeding? Aren't all of those things
avai lable to the arresting officer in one formor another?"

"I would say yes on the surface. However, Representative,
| think there's a very inportant difference here. Reckless
driving is reckless driving wwth an intentional disregard.

However, what we're talking about in this Bill is road
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Bl ack:

Meyer :

Bl ack:

Meyer :

Bl ack:

Meyer :

Bl ack:

rage, which is an intentional wuse of that vehicle as a
weapon. "

"And so, that becones the definition of road rage in your
Bill? Intentionally driving ny vehicle to cause bodily
harm is that the definition of road rage?"

"Wl |, Representative, of course, in the Ilegislation the
road rage is defined intentionally, wth malice, uses of a
vehi cl e endangers the bodily safety or property of another.
An aggravated road rage would be if the great bodily injury
or permanent disfigurenent results fromthat action.™

"Do you anticipate that any notorist charged wth road
rage will demand a jury trial?"

"I'm sure that that is a great possibility, but I don't
think that that nmakes a piece of legislation bad. | think
the burden of proof is always on the officer to nake sure
that... or on the state's attorney to nake sure that that

charge is brought forward in those cases where it's

warrant ed. "

"Are there any other states, in the union, who have
enacted a Road Rage Bill simlar to this?

"Well, 1've been in contact with the National Conference

of State Legislators; «currently there are 17 Aggressive
Driving Bills or Road Rage Bills, depending on how the
state defines the event, that had been proposed. Virginia
has passed one that includes a driver's educati on
requirenent, and t he rest are going through their
respective Legislatures. Qur Bill, however, in |ooking at
what's been proposed now to other states, is not out of
line with their way of thinking either, Representative."
"In fact, according to our staff, aren't nost states
specifically, Arizona, California and Maryland, rather

popul ous large states, in fact, aren't they cracki ng down
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Meyer :

Bl ack:

Meyer :

Bl ack:

Speaker

Bl ack:

on these aggressive drivers, if that's t he right
definition, by wusing their existing carel ess and reckl ess
driving statutes?"

"And, Representative, | don't think there's anything wong
with that. This is not to supplant what we al ready have in
exi stence, but what it does do is nake a five-tier system
for law enforcement to use in working with those drivers
that find it to their advantage to put the rest of our
lives and our property in danger. Prosecuting this is just
anot her tool."

"I'f we establish a statutory reference to road rage, using
my autonobile as a deadly weapon, are we going to create a
ferocious owner's identification card so that | can't buy
an autonobile unless | have a FO D card?"

"Well, Sir, you may do that in Vermlion County, but |
guarantee you up in WII and Dupage and Cook, we're not
going to do that."

"Well, it would be the logical next step. Let's register
these reckless drivers, these road rage drivers, and make
them get a special IDcard to drive. Wll, thank you very
much, Representative. M. Speaker, to the Bill, Ladies and
Gentl emren of the House."

Hartke: "To the Bill."

"I  have the utnost respect for the Sponsor and | do not
di sagree, nor quarrel with the intent of his |egislation.

| think all of us who are in this Body, we drive probably

as many mles a nonth as anybody in the State of [Illinois,
and we have w tnessed, l'm sure, what the Gentleman is
after, and | wish himwell. | wish himno, no ill wll in

his attenpt to address what he perceives to be a problem
| just stand and sinply say that existing statutes can and

have been wused to go after these ridiculous drivers. |
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don't think we need to create a whole new statute in the
II'linois Vehicle Code and Crimnal Code. | conme back to
what | said yesterday. These |laws are only as good as we
have officers on the street to enforce them Qur state
police force is at |east 300 troopers short. W put state
troopers on the road in cars that have 150 to 200 t housand
mles on them State troopers are wusing a radio system
that was state of +the art 25 years ago. Instead of
constantly enhancing penalties, and everybody involved in
road rage charge is going to ask for a jury trial and
further clog the courts. | think the issue at hand is to
ask why the Bureau of the Budget and others have not
i npl enented operation kick start, which would put a
sufficient nunber of state trooper cars on the road each

year? It's incunbent wupon us to ask why the GCeneral

Assenbly does not adequately staff the Illinois State
Police. I'll guarantee you, you put nore troopers out on
the road, you'll do nore to curve those idiot drivers than

all the laws in the world. The very fact that they would
drive in such a stupid reckless manner shows that they have
no regard for the law. They aren't going to follow the | aw
because it's on the books. The only thing they understand
is a police vehicle who pulls themover and throws the book
at them and we have the book in our hand. W don't need
to create nore books, nmore laws, nore offenses, nore
problens that clog the courts, ask for a jury trial. Ask
yourself if you sit on this trial, and there is no

conpel ling evidence of intent to harm sonebody, are you

going to find that person guilty? The average jury
probably will not. | say again the solution is to address
t he shortfall in the 1Illinois State Police and our

sheriffs' deputies, and our <city police departnents. I
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cannot in good conscience vote for this Bill. | think it's
far, far too open ended. It wll tranple sonebody's
rights, clog the courts. In all due respect to the

Sponsor, and in all due respect to the issue he's trying to

address, | can't vote for it in good conscience."”

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Johnson, for what purpose do you
rise?"

Johnson, Tom "Point of personal privilege, if | my, M.
Speaker. | would Iike the Menbership and the Body here to

wish ny wonderful secretary over here a Happy Birthday,
Sandy Huffman. She is, of course, one of our resident
bakers, who does all these wonderful birthday cakes for
everybody else. Now, | tried to make one last night, and
it didn't work, but, Sandy, Happy Birthday."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Fritchey."

Fritchey: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Indicates he wll."

Fritchey: "l nust be doing sonmething right, because |'m honored
to be on the sane side of an issue wth Representative
Bl ack. To the Sponsor, |'ve got a question. Again, |
think we find another Bill that has nothing, too, but good
intent. And | guess | would be a little nore confortable
if | could understand a scenari o where an individual could
be charged with this newcrinme of road rage, where they
couldn't right now be charged with reckless driving. And
if it's just a difference in sentencing, won't we be better
off just <changing sentencing provisions, rather t han
putting a whol e new of fense on the books?"

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Meyer."

Meyer: "Yes, Representative, what you need to really focus on is

this is an intentional act. It is not a reckless act. |t
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is a very intentional act where you are using that car to
go out and try and do damage to anot her person, to another
person's property. You may try to maimor kill them It
is a very intentional act, very focused. 1It's not a broad
base as others have naybe depicted it, and | believe that
it's sonething that we should really have on our books in

order to work wth those individuals that are out there

doi ng those types of actions.”

Fritchey: "M understanding is that reckless driving also, it
requires a wllful act. And | guess if you could maybe
then tell nme what the difference between wllful and

intentional is?"

Meyer: "Well, reckless drivingis a willful or wanton disregard.
This is an action with malice."

Fritchey: "In that case, if it was an action wth malice,
woul dn't the appropriate charge be assault with a deadly
weapon?"

Meyer: "That 1is certainly one charge that you could nake;
however, it is in past experience in talking to people that
have tried cases have seen these types of cases before,
that it is something that is very rarely used because an
autonmobile is not normally been defined as a weapon. But
in this case, what we are doing is saying that with road
rage, it's a very intentional, with malice, act."

Fritchey: "Is it the State Police that told you that an
autonmobile has not been found a deadly weapon? | don't
think that's accurate.”

Meyer: "I'msorry, | couldn't hear your question.”

Fritchey: "I believe and maybe I'm m staken. | believe that an
aut onobi |l e can and has been found to be considered a deadly
weapon when it's used intentionally to go after sonebody."

Meyer: "Yes, it can be, but it needs to be filed by the state's
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attorney's office. This allows the police officer to wite

the ticket at that spot charging that individual."

Fritchey: "W're talking in nuances and gray zones here, and |

Meyer :

guess with no disrespect to any of the fine | aw enforcenent
officers we have on the street, is it their responsibility
to try and make a determ nati on whet her sonmebody should be
charged with an intentional act as opposed to a wllful
conduct, as opposed to reckless conduct? O should we just
have themwite every possible ticket and then let the
courts sort it through? 1'mnot asking this facetiously.
| really don't understand. | don't think that you want or
that we should be in the position of having | aw enforcenent
officers play lawers 1in deciding what the appropriate
standard is and how nmany counts we can throw at an
i ndi vidual for the sane act."

"Well, Representative, the police officers on the street
make that decision everyday in the conduct of their
business. And all this does is give them another tool for
themto use in making sure that they get those drivers that
are intentionally trying to do bodily harmto another
person or do physical damage to person's property off the
streets. And it's going to nmake our streets safer for us.
| would have to rem nd you, Representative, that up in the
Chicago area at |least, the Triple A has done a survey of
peopl e and what they feel about road rage and aggressive
driving. And in a recent survey conducted and just
published in their nonthly nmagazine, they indicated that
18% of the people feel that they have w tnessed, several
times a day, others... other drivers driving dangerously.
Twent y-one percent recognize that they've wtnessed that
weekly, 32% several tinmes a week, and 30% on a daily basis.

W have to do sonething in order to conbat this problemwe
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have, and it's growing. All you have to do is to pick up a
newspaper, a magazi ne, watch the tel evision, the news, sone
of the journal reports on the television, and you can see
that this is growing at epidem c proportions. Seventeen
states in this country now have introduced |egislation
conbatting it. W happen to be one of it, and I"mproud to
sponsor this legislation.”

Fritchey: "I think that we're actually ahead of the curve here,
because we already have legislation on reckless driving.
Wth respect to your statistics, individuals w tnessing
cars that have been driven dangerously or recklessly were
still not qualified for punishnment under your proposed
| egi sl ati on. Reckl ess driving, dangerous driving IS
covered and prohibited wunder the I|aw now. \hat you're
doing here, | think, is adding a, perhaps, an unnecessary,
al though well-intentioned |ayer here. But |I think we are
j ust addi ng another |evel of <confusion and layering to
this. To the Bill, M. Speaker. And again, at the risk of
being redundant, |'msure there's nothing but the best of
intentions here. Representative Black stated nuch nore
succinctly and clearly than | could hope to that good
intentions don't always make for good Ilaws, | think. I
think these types of acts have been covered already. W're
addi ng new offenses that w thout necessity or wthout real
purpose or goal here. |I'mreluctant to vote against this
Bill, but 1 think at sone point we need to start to draw
the line and say that we have sufficient laws to cover
these acts, and | wll Ilikely vote against this Bill
Thank you, M. Speaker. Thank you to the Sponsor."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from W nnebago, Representative Scott."

Scott: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Representative Meyer, | have to
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Speaker

Scott:

Meyer :

Scott:

Meyer :

Scot t:
Meyer :

Scott:

agree with what a ot of Representative Black and what
Representative Fritchey said. Havi ng prosecuted traffic
for a couple of years and done a few thousand traffic
cases, | think you' ve got sone problens here. And let ne
ask you about a couple of them and we've covered sonme of
this ground before. So, 1'd ask if the Sponsor would
yi el d?"

Hartke: "He indicates he wll."

"The first paragraph, Section (a) 11-503.5, Section (a).
Wen | look at that as a former prosecutor, | think you've
got a real vagueness problemthere. It's kind of the issue
a |lot of people were tal king about here. But when you say
intentionally drives a vehicle in such a manner as to
endanger the bodily safety, what exactly does that nean?
VWhat does that nean to you?"

"Representative, we're having a very hard tinme hearing
over in this part of the House, if you could respond..
refer to that. Section (a) | heard, and now |l don't know
where you go fromthere."

"Let nme ask... 1'Il try it one nore time. |I'Ill try to

project nore than | do. The first paragraph, paragraph (a)

in 11-503.5, right at the bottomof the... bottom of the
next to last page of the Bill. Okay, specifically, the
words, 'intentionally drives his or her vehicle in such a
manner as to endanger the bodily safety or property', it

goes on fromthere. \Wat exactly does that nean?"
"Representative, the Section that you referred to has been
changed sonewhat by refining that definition in Amrendnent
2."

" Ckay. "

"And..."

"Why don't vyou tell ne howit's changed then, because |
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Meyer :

Scott:

Meyer :

Scott:

Meyer :

don't have that right in front of ne right now"

"Ckay, let nme read it to you. Any person who
intentionally, wth malice, wuses any vehicle in such an
unlawful manner as to endanger the bodily safety or
property of another driver, bicyclist, or pedestrian is
guilty of road rage."

"Ckay, what does that nean to you? Because the reason
ask, I'mnot trying to be smart or anything, but the
problem is whenever you have a crimnal law, there's a
vagueness standard, and so courts have to | ook and say, now
does the average person who m ght be subject to arrest,
under this Ilaw, does he... can he understand exactly what
conduct is being prohibited here? So, that's the nature of
the question I"'mtrying to get to. So, from a court's
perspective, what exactly does that nmean to you?"

"Any person that intentionally uses a vehicle to endanger
sonebody is addressed in this part of the law"

"See, and the problem| have is, if that's what you nean
by this, you' ve just described aggravated assault,
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon, attenpted nurder,
and everything else that <carries a nmuch stiffer penalty
than the |l aw that you've got right here. M argunent is,
if that's what you really nean, you' re actually weakening
the crimnal | aw because you give prosecutors the ability,
if they really think that a person used his or her car as a
weapon to intentionally endanger sonmeone, you give themthe
ability to charge sonething that's a far |esser offense
then the other things that are on the books right now, and
| know that's not what we nean to do."

"Well, Representative, what |'msaying here is that this
is atool for the arresting off... for an officer that's on

the street, that is involved in this type of an action and
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Scott:

Meyer :

Scott:

witing a ticket for it, they certainly can wite that
ticket. The state's attorney can always charge with a
hi gher charge. |'mnot taking that away from anybody, but
this is giving that officer on the street an opportunity to
charge themw th sonething that is different, that is a
hi gher level +than reckless driving, whichis a wllful
wanton disregard. This intentional wwth malice."

"See, | think that's a difference without a distinction.
| think that in terns of a Constitutional analysis to
that... just go out into the street and explain to the
average driver, explain to us here, what's the difference
between willful and wanton disregard for the safety of
others and the actual nmalice standard that you're using
here. I'll guarantee you that 1in trying to prove it,
you're not going to have any difference at all."

"Well, Representative, | would submt to you again, and

|'ve stated it several tinmes, one is reckless, one is

intentional; and there's a big difference there, at |east
inny mnd."

"Ri ght, but you've got two problens here, as | see it.
Believe ne, | don't like people that drive |ike goof balls

anynore than anybody el se does. And we all run into them
on the road, and that's not the issue here because none of
us like that, and we'd all Ilike to do things that are
right. But we don't want to pass a Bill that either (a) is
going to get thrown out or (b) will result in having people
get charged with | esser offenses then they can get charged
with now [|I'm just saying that in terns of actually
proving, 1if you can actually prove, actual malice that the
person actually intended to use his car as a weapon to
endanger sonebody, vyou should never charge a traffic

of f ense. You should charge a crimnal offense under
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Meyer :

Scott:

Meyer :

Scott:

Speaker

aggravated assault or aggravated battery if he actually
does harmto themor attenpted nmurder. Wiy would you even
want to charge this?"

"Representative, this Bill does not do anything to weaken
existing laws."

“Sure it does."

"It does not, Sir. A state's attorney can always charge
wi th a higher charge."

"You're talking about from the terns of the code. |'m
tal king about in ternms of practicality. And those of us
who have prosecuted these things understand that when
there's a |l esser charge that's there, that's what ends up
getting charged a lot. And, Jim | understand what you're
trying to do, but | think your net effect of what vyou're
doing here is to actually weaken the crimnal law. And |
think that if you' ve got the actual proof that you can
prove the crinme the way you' ve described it here and you
could actually prove that, | think you weaken the |law by
providing a |lesser offense than sonething that can already
be charged. Because | guarantee you, if I'"'m a prosecutor
and | could prove that a guy willful... not wllfully but
with actual malice intended to cause bodily harm to
sonebody, |I'mnot going to charge wwth a traffic offense.
And if you end up charging that, you' ve ended up weakeni ng
the law in practical terns. | realize you haven't changed
anything in the code, but |I'mjust saying in practical
terms. | think you' ve done sonething that you don't mnd
doing and so even though, | nean | understand and agree
with the spirit of what you're trying to do. | don't think
you make it here, and I think actually you end wup hurting
the body of law and I'd have to vote '"no'."

Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing that no one is
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Meyer :

Speaker

seeki ng recognition, Representative Meyer to close.”

"Wel |, thank you, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House, for
the hearing on this Bill. | believe that this Bill
provi des another tool for the police officer to use on the
street in order to curb the aggressive driver, in order to
curb the road rage that is out there. | believe that any
person that is charged with road rage, if there's a reason
to charge themw th a higher charge, that that is still
available to the state's attorneys. But it does give our
police officers a tool to use, right at the scene, at the
present time that the incident is taking place. This Bil
does nothing to dimnish any type of court action that can
be taken against soneone that 1is attenpting to kill
someone. Reckless deals wth a different state of m nd
This is a very intentional type of action when you charge
soneone wth road rage. | would just ask for your support

and your vote on this legislation. Thank you."

Hartke: "The Gentl eman has asked for the passage of House
Bill 2509. Al those in favor of the Bill vote 'aye';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted

who w sh? Have all voted who wsh? M. Cerk, take the
record. On House Bill 2509, there were 79 Menbers voting
"yes', 17 Menbers voting 'no', and 15 Menbers voting
"present'. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. For what reason does
the Gentleman fromLivingston, Representative Rutherford,

ri se?"

Rut herford: "Thank you, M. Speaker, will the record reflect that

on House Bill 2560 | inadvertently pushed... pressed a
button and would like the record reflect that | intended to
vote 'no'."
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Speaker Hartke: "The record will so reflect. On page 13 of the

Cal endar, on House Bills - Third Reading, appears House

Bill 2570, Representative Hoffman. M. Cerk, read the
Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2570, a Bill for an Act anending the

Crimnal Code of 1961. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Hartke: "Representative Hoffman."

Hof f man: " Thank you, Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House.
This Bill would address a cork in the |aw Essentially
what happens now with regard to aggravated robbery is that
if you were to use a gun and threaten sonebody, that you're
going to rob them it would be aggravated robbery. If vyou
actually threaten sonebody wth a knife, it would not be
aggravat ed robbery. It makes no sense. \Wat it does, it
clears up a cork in the law, and | ask for an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "The Gentleman has explained his legislation. 1Is
there any discussion? The Chair recognizes the Gentl eman
from Kendall, Representative Cross.”

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hartke: "Yes, indicates he will."

Cross: "Jay, no one could hear a single thing you said over here.
Coul d you repeat everything you sai d?"

Hof fman: "That's why | said it the way | said it."

Cross: "Wat ?"

Hof fman: "That's why | said it the way | said it."

Cross: "Wat did you say?"

Hof fman: "Basically, what this... what happened in our area, this

is an initiative of the Madison County State's Attorney.

What happened IS an individual was at an ATM in
Edwardsville, Illinois, and a person cane up and threatened
themwith a knife. Gkay. | have a knife, I"mgoing to stab
you, give ne all your noney. |[If that person would of said,
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| have a gun. [I'mgoing to shoot you. It would have been
aggravated robbery. But because of a cork in the [aw, by
threatening them with a knife, it only becones an
aggravated battery. |If he would of pulled out the gun, or
pul l ed out a knife or pull out any other, | guess, it's a
dangerous weapon, and said, 'Here's a gun, I'mgoing to
shoot you or here's a knife, I'mgoing to stab you.' It
would of been... obviously, it wuld have been arned
r obbery. But the nmere threat, what this does, it

essentially says that if you threaten a person with a
danger ous weapon, just like if you were to actually use
that dangerous weapon, it doesn't matter, you understand
what |' m sayi ng?"

Cross: "This happened at an ATM machi ne?"

Hof fman: "It happened outside of an ATM machi ne, yes."

Cross: "So, this is a Banker Rage Bill? Is that what you're
sayi ng?"

Hof fran: "No, it's not."

Cross: "Jay, did you... So any of the... any of the... In
paragraph (c), any of the dangerous weapons you've listed
would now be included in that, in the same scenario used
with a knife?"

Hof fman: "Yes, what we did is we just took what they use for
arned robbery, for arnmed robbery, which is when you
actually wuse the dangerous weapon, and we use the sane
instrunments and nade it consi st ent wth aggr avat ed
r obbery."

Cross: "You said this canme out of the state's attorney's office,
in your area?"

Hof f man: "Yes."

Cross: "Did Assistant State's Attorney Bradford have anything to

do with this Bill? | nmean, it's... Is it wong to ask
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t hat ?"

Hof f man: "No, | don't think he did, no."

Cross: "I just don't want us to neglect giving people credit
where it's deserved. Well, it looks |like a good Bill, Jay.
Thank you."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? The Chair recogni zes the
Gentleman from Madi son, Representative St ephens. He
declines recognition. The Chair recognizes the Gentl eman

from Cook, Representative Pugh."

Pugh: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII|l the Sponsor vyield for a

guestion?"
Speaker Hartke: "Indicates he wll."
Pugh: "Representative, could you explain to me how an i ndivi dual

will commt a robbery using a sandbag?"

Hof f man: "Representative, what this does, it just mrrors the
| anguage that already exists in Illinois statutes regarding
armed robbery. We're not addi ng anything new, we're just

saying that if vyou use the threat of any of these
instrunments that could hurt sonebody. W just mrrored and
made it consistent in Illinois [aw "

Pugh: "So, this is not an attenpt to enhance a penalty? This is
to correct a flaw that you saw in the | aw?"

Hof frman: "Well, what it does is it, yes. It's not an attenpt to
enhance. Wat it is... is to say that the problem in the

law and the quirk inthe lawis, if you went up to a person

and you had a dangerous weapon and you said, 'I'm.."' and
you pull it out, a gun, a knife, a baseball bat and you
said, 'Here's ny dangerous weapon. |'mgoing to use this
on you, give nme your noney.' That would be arned robbery
under Illinois law. |If you went up to them and said, 'l
have a knife, | have a knife, I'"'mgoing to stab you.' But
you don't weld the knife, it would not have been
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aggravat ed robbery under Illinois law. But if you would
have said, 'I have a gun and I'mgoing to use it on you.'

It would of been aggravated robbery. So, what this does is
it just says with regard to the threat of utilizing a
dangerous weapon, it's going to be consistent with... if
you actually did use it."

Pugh: "So, and I'mjust not clear, Representative, you're stating
that this inplies that this Bill... [If an individual
threatens to use a sandbag or threatens to use a sling
shot, that he would be charged with an aggravated assaul t?"

Hof fman: "No, no. It would be aggravated robbery. It's the
threat of it, yes."

Pugh: " So, Sir, woul dn't that be an attenpted aggravated
robbery... so..."

Hof fran: "No... no..."

Pugh: "Wuldn't that be attenpted aggravated robbery if there was

no actual crime commtted? Wuldn't it be...?"

Hof frman: "No, it would only be... it would only be aggravated
robbery if you say to a person, '|I have a knife, | have a
knife, give ne all your noney.' And you rob the person.

If you don't successfully rob the person, you're right, it
woul d be attenpted aggravated robbery. That doesn't...
This doesn't change the issue wwth regard to attenpt. You
have to be successful in carrying out the act."

Pugh: "1 have no further questions."”

Speaker Hartke: "Further questions, Representative Pugh? Further
di scussion? The Chair recognizes the Gentl eman from Logan,

Representative Turner."

Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hartke: "Indicates he will."
Tur ner, J.: "Representative, did t he State's Attorneys'

Associ ation support this neasure?"
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Hof fman: "Yes. The State's Attorneys' Association is... 1is 1in
favor of this neasure.”

Turner, J.: "Well, | obviously support your Bill, and | think

that you' ve addressed..."”

Hof f man: " You should, you're a Cosponsor."
Turner, J.: "l noticed that very significant situation here. The
only question | have, is the sentence for aggravated

robbery then going to be the sanme as it is for arned
robbery, because it |ooks |like they are different?"

Hof fran: "No, it... there's still a distinction. But what it
says is it doesn't matter what type of dangerous weapon you
use in order to be guilty or be charged with an aggravated
robbery. Right now, | believe that... R ght now, | think
that arned robbery is a Cdass X Is that right, John?

Then this would say just |ike aggravated robbery currently

is adass I."
Turner, J.: "Ckay, and | think that does nake sense the way you
structured that good Bill. Thank you."

Hof f man: " Thank you, M. Turner."

Speaker Hartke: "Further discussion? Seeing no one is seeking
recognition, Representative Hoffman to cl ose.™

Hoffman: "1 think this is a reasonable proposal that clears up a

quirk in the law, and | ask for an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Hartke: "The Gentl eman has asked for the passage of House
Bill 2570. Al those in favor of the Bill vote 'yes'; al
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have al

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted

who wish? M. derk, take the record. On House Bill 2570,

there were 112 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting '"no', and 3
Menbers voting 'present’'. And this Bill, having received a
Consti tuti onal Majority, IS hereby declared passed.

Representative Turner in the Chair."
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Speaker Turner, A : "And we're off. M. Cerk, what's the status
of House Bill 2768?"
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2768 is on the Order of House Bills -
Third Readi ng."
Speaker Turner, A.: "Read the Bill, M. Cderk."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2768, a Bill for an Act concerni ng Hone

Rul e Taxes. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Turner, A.: "The Lady from St. dair, Representative
Younge. "
Younge: "M. Speaker, this Bill was debated just a few nonents

ago. It wll allowthe Village of Cahokia to file with the
Departnent of Revenue an ordinance that it has passed by a
front door referendum And | nove for the passage of the
Bill."

Speaker Turner, A.: "The Gentleman from St. Cair, Representative
Hol br ook, for what reason do you rise?"

Hol brook: "Thank you, M. Speaker. M. Speaker, this just hel ps
out a front door referendumthat was passed. Departnent of
Revenue agreed to set up their cycle to be nore responsive
to our communities, and | would urge an 'aye' vote on this
i ssue. Thank you."

Speaker Turner, A : "The Lady from DuPage, Representative Pankau,
for what reason do you rise?"

Pankau: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Although it wll not affect any
of nmy nmunicipalities, there was a situation that happened
locally to nme and ny district about two years ago. The
Vill age of Bl oom ngdale wanted to purchase sone | and. They
went to the wvoters in the March election. They passed a
referendumby 80 sonme odd percent, huge nmjority, to
increase the sales tax and to therefore purchase the | and.
After the referendum they found out that they would not be

able to inplenent that tax until the foll ow ng January 1st.
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Speaker

And because it takes approximtely three nonths from the
time you begin to collect the tax to the time the
muni ci pality actually sees any of the noney, it was al nost
an entire year fromthe tine that they put it in place to
the time they started receiving any noney. They had to
float a loan, for that interimtime, naking it a nuch nore
expensi ve proposition than they had figured. | understand
that this my be tough to explain, but honestly, people,
this is conmon sense. | urge you to vote for it. Thank
you. "

Turner, A.: "The Gentleman from Madi son, Representative

St ephens, for what reason do you rise?"

Stephens: "After consulting with ny State Senator, [|I'm not so

sure this is such a bad Bill. | would... | would advise
Menbers on our side of the aisle that it does have tax
inplications, but | think that the prior Representative

characterized it fairly when she said it was conmopn sense.

So | am not opposed to the out... to the Bill."

Speaker Turner, A : "The Lady fromSt. Clair to close."

Younge: "I nove the passage of the Bill."

Speaker Turner, A : "The question 1is, 'Shall House Bill 2768
pass?'" Al those in favor should vote 'aye'; all those
opposed vote 'no'. Have all voted who wi sh? Have al
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who w sh? The Cerk shall... The Cerk shall take... The

Lady from St. Cair, Representative Younge."

Younge: "Postponed Consideration.™
Speaker Turner, A : "Have all voted who w sh? The derk shal
t ake t he record. The Lady requests Post poned

Consideration. And the Bill will so be placed. On the
Order of Third Readi ngs, page 13, we have House Bill 2650.

Representative Persico. Qut of the record. House Bil
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2656. Representative Burke. Read the Bill, M. derk."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2656, a Bill for an Act anending the

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Act. Third Readi ng
of this House Bill."
Burke: "M. Speaker, | would ask that this Bill be brought back

to the Order of Second Reading for the purpose of an

Amendnent . "
Speaker Turner, A : "Return the Bill to Second, M. Clerk. Are
there any Anendnents, M. Cerk? The Bill will remain on

Second. On the Order of Third Readi ngs, we have House Bil
2842. Representative Kubi k. Qut of the record. House
Bill 2884. Representative Schakowsky. Qut of the record.
House Bill 2969. Representative Hannig. Qut of the
record. Representative Saviano, on House Bill 2986. CQut
of the record. Representative Kubi k, on House Bill 3088.
Read the Bill, M. Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3088, a Bill for an Act anending the
Service Cccupation Tax. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Turner, A : "The Gentleman..."

Kubi k:  "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. I'mjoined with Representative Currie on this Bill

The Bill at the present tinme is a Vehicle Bill. The
purpose of the Bill is for the Departnent of Revenue, the
Taxpayers' Federation and the Illinois Retail Merchants are

working on trying to resolve sone procedural questions with
respect to the Service Cccupation Tax. So, what we'd |ike
to do is send this Bill to the Senate so that they can
continue their negotiation. Their ultimte aimis to cone
up with an agreed Amendnent to this Bill, and then we woul d
place it on in the Senate. So, that is what we plan to do
with this Bill, and |I'd appreciate your support."”

Speaker, Turner, A.: "The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
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Par ke. "

Parke: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Turner, A.: "He indicates he wll."

Parke: "Representative, if there is no agreenent on this Bill
what's goi ng to happen?"

Kubi k: "I assunme it's going to stay in the Senate. W have
specifically set this Bill aside for the Taxpayers
Federation and the Departnent of Revenue to resolve it.
So, it's ny understanding that we wll use it for that
pur pose. "

Parke: "Well, let ne ask you one |ast question? |Is the Illinois
Retail Merchants' Association supportive of the direction
you're going with this |egislation?"

Kubik: "The Illinois... Well, Terry, they're involved in the
negoti ations, and they're part of the negotiation process.
So, I'm.. And they want to conme up with an agreed Bill
So, | don't nean to speak for them Al | can say is that
they're part of this process, and they're one of the
organi zati ons that brought some of the procedural questions
to the table with the departnent."”

Parke: "What if they said that they did not support t he

agreenent? Whuld the agreenent still go? Wat if they
objected to the final agreenent? Wuld you still nove it?"
Kubi k:  "Qur goal is for an agreenent across the board wth the
de... you know. "
Parke: "I want to know how nebulous this is. | want to know...

if there's not an agreenent with all the parties, are you
going to nove the Bill?"

Kubi k: "Terry, | can't give you that conm tnment because | don't
know exactly all of the issues that they're speaking about.

| know sone of the issues they're tal king about. They may
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not agree wth every issue, but ny guess is, and the goal
is, that we would have everybody in agreenent before we
nmove this Bill. And ny guess is that's what woul d happen
sinply because they're one of the parties that brought sone
of these problens to the table.™
Par ke: "Thank you."
Speaker Turner, A : "The Lady from Cook, Representative Wjcik."

Wjcik: "WIIl the Sponsor yield for a question?"

Speaker Turner, A.: "He indicates he wll."
Wj ci k: "Representative, according to ny records, | see that we
voted vyesterday on this Bill on the Agreed Bill list. Was

it renoved?"

Kubi k: "I renoved the Bill from the Agreed Bill |I|ist because
there was... we were waiting for an Anendnent and an
agreenent. This Bill was specifically set aside for an
agreenent between those three parties. They have not

reached an agreenent. They indicated to nme today that it's
going to take themawhile to reach an agreenent. So, we
t hought the best procedural way to handle this would be to
send it into the Senate as a vehicle with virtually nothing
init. Let themreach their agreenent, put an Amendnent on
in the Senate and then bring it back to the House and see
if the House agrees with the agreenment. So... but | didn't
feel it was fair to themto pass the Bill if they could
reach an agreenent by yesterday, and they could not."

Wj ci k:  "Okay. Thank you very nmuch."

Speaker Turner, A : "The Lady from Cook, Representative Currie."

Currie: "Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. As |
under st and it, the Taxpayers' Federation, the Retai
Merchants, the Municipal League, and the Departnent of
Revenue actually have | anguage, and what is happeni ng now

is that they are checking that | anguage out W th
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constituent nenbers of each of those organizations. So |
think that we're very close to agreenent and Representative
Kubik is interested in wusing this Bill just for that
pur pose. And as they are close enough to have | anguage

that is in principle agreeable, it seens a good idea to

give themtinme to check it out with their nmenbership |ist.

And not to have this available, | think, would styme the
process. So | hope we wll have your support for this
Bill."

Speaker Turner, A : "Representative Kubik to close."

Kubi k: "I think Representative Currie has explained the Bill very
well, and |I'd appreciate your support."”

Speaker Turner, A : "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 3088
pass?' Al those in favor shall vote 'aye'; all those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who

wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?

The Cerk shall take the record. On this question, there

82 'ayes', 27 'noes' and 3 voting 'present'. This Bill
having received the Constitutional Mjority, is hereby
decl ared passed. On the Oder of Third Reading.

Representative McCarthy, on House Bill 3126. Qut of the

record. Representati ve Bugi el ski . Qut of the record.
Representative Wod, on House Bill 3173. Qut of the
record. |'"'msorry. Representative Durkin, on House Bil

3180. Qut of the record. Representative Waite, on House
Bill 3292. Qut of the record. Representative Erwin, on
House Bill 3339. CQut of the record. 1'd call mne, but I
can't do it fromhere. Representative Kubik, on House Bil

3406. Qut of the record. Representative. Representative
Zi ckus, on 3428. Qut of the record. The Gentleman from
Cook, Representative Acevedo, for what reason do you rise?"

Acevedo: "M. Speaker, the last Bill we voted on, | wsh to go
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down on the record as a '"yes' vote. | didn't get a chance

to press ny button.”

Speaker Turner, A : "Let the record so reflect. Representative
Zi ckus on House Bill 34. .. CQut of t he record.
Representative Parke, on House Bill 3485. Qut of the
record. Representative Morrow, on House Bill 3593. Qut of
the record. Representative McKeon, on House Bill 3636.
Qut of the record. Representative Gash. Qut of the

record. M. Cerk, what's the status on House Bill 3513?"
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 3513 is on the Order of House Bills -
Third Readi ng."
Speaker Turner, A : "That Bill would |like to be noved back to
Second. Representative Murphy requested it be noved back

to Second. The Gentleman from Logan."

Turner, J.: "M. Speaker."
Speaker Turner, A : "The Gentleman from Logan."
Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. It's good to be back. You

know, as nost of you know, |'ve been gone awhile and while
the weather wasn't good, on the one hand, it's nice to be
back. |'ve been doing an evaluation of ny Ilife and ny
political philosophy, and |'ve made sonme changes, as you
can see. | had a lot of tine out West to exam ne the hog
farm issue, and... on the one hand, and on the other

tried to examne out in sone of the western states the

large law firmissue and, Representative Hartke, |'mreal
sorry | didn't get to examne that far enough. But it's
good to be back, and | wuld appreciate an i medi ate
Denocr at caucus, because I under st and sever al

Representatives over there are trying to take ny place. |
encourage that. | think it's good for you, all on the
Denocrat side to try to replace nme as Speaker, and | w sh

you would do that in your caucus. So... And | would also
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call for an immediate vote on the Hog FarmBill. So thank
you very nuch, M. Speaker, for calling on ne."
Speaker Turner, A.: "The Gentleman from Cook, Representative.

The Gentleman from Effingham Representative Hartke, for

what reason do you rise?"

Hartke: "M . Speaker, as Caucus Chairman of the Denocrats, you
like to request a four hour... maybe not."
Speaker Tur ner, A: "On t he O der of Second Readings.

Representative Reitz, on House Bill 2573. Read the Bill,
M. derk."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2573, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the
Uni fied Code of Corrections. Second Reading of this House
Bill. No Comm ttee Amendnents. No Floor Amendnents. No
Motions filed. The Notes that have been requested on the
Bill have been filed."

Speaker Tur ner, A.: "Read the Bill. Third Reading. The
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Kubik, on House Bil
2842. Read the Bill, M. Cerk. Representative Kubik."

Kubi k: "M. Speaker, <could we nove this Bill to the Order of
Second Readi ng for purposes of an Anendnent to be fil ed?”

Speaker Turner, A : "M. derk, back to Second, please. On the
Order of Third Readings, we have House Bill 2573. The

Gent | eman from Washi ngt on, Representati ve Reitz.
Randol ph. "
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2573, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the

Unified Code of Corrections. Third Reading of this House
Bill."

Speaker Turner, A : "Representative Reitz."

Reitz: "Thank you, M. Speaker. This Bill would prohibit contact
visits at security facilities, prison facilities, that
contact visits for anyone that has refused a drug test or

is gqguilty of wusing drugs, or has been deened a C grade
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prisoner."
Speaker Turner, A : "The Gentleman from Kendall, Representative

Cross, for what reason do you rise?"

Cross: "Thank you, M. Spons... M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor

yi el d?"

Speaker Turner, A.: "He indicates he wll."

Cross: "Representative, I'"'msorry what... this would prohibit
contacts... contact visits if you were a Level C, is that
correct?"

Reitz: "Yes, a Cgrade, if they disobey rules or regul ations that

make them be deened a C grade prisoner. W're working with

the departnent to clarify the definition of a C grade

prisoner."

Cross: "Is this an initiative? It appears it's not an
initiative of the Departnent of Corrections, is that
correct?"

Reitz: "That's correct.”

Cross: "Have you talked to the Departnment of Corrections about

the cost to separate visitors and i nmates?"

Reitz: "Yes, we have talked to them and they are currently
working on that. But they're in the process of noving
toward. . . in this direction, with a lot of their
facilities, and they are working toward that. |'mnot sure
we have, you know, a real tinme linein this, but it's a
nmove in the right direction. W're going to hope. | know
the Prison Reform Commttee, the Ten Point Program that
they have there is going... if that goes through as
established right now would prohibit cont act visits
al together in maxi mum security, | believe."

Cross: "Representative, i f I'"'m reading the Departnent of
Corrections' inpact statenent, one to six mllion dollars

in construction cost, is that your understandi ng?"
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Reitz: "Yes. | nmean if that's what the departnent says. As |
said, they're noving in this direction anyway."
Cross: "Have they indicated to you how they intend on paying to
do the upgrade or the changes?"

Reitz: "They said, as | said, they' re presently working on that

in a nunber of facilities. All the new facilities wll

be... have the ability to have non-contact visits. Most of
them | know in the facility that is in nmy district in
Menard, they are working toward doing that in t he
segregation unit. They may need a few nore places if
peopl e are deened C grade and not in segqg. But they're
going to... | guess it's our job to make sure they have

enough noney to pay for it."

Cross: "Well, Representative, | don't disagree wwth the concept.
| think we need to be very careful about the cost, and |
hope you' Il continue to work with or will at least start to

work with the Departnment of Corrections on that issue.

Thank you."
Reitz: "W sure will, Representative."
Speaker Turner, A : "The Gentleman from Cook, Representative

Pugh. For what reason do you rise?"

Pugh: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII|l the Sponsor vyield for a

guestion?"
Speaker Turner, A.: "He indicates he wll."
Pugh: "Representative, can you tell nme the difference between a C

nunber inmate and a C Cass...a Cass Cinmte?"

Reitz: "Representative, | don't have the departnent's definition
with me at the present time, but it's someone that has
disciplinary action taken against them As | said, we're
working with the departnment trying to nore narrowly define
that issue so that it works. Qur... an inmate that has

been segregat ed because of disciplinary action, but nost of
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Pugh:

Reitz:

Pugh:

Reitz:

Pugh:

Reitz:

Pugh:

themwe're trying to, as | said, nore narromy define the
definition so that they can control this and nake it nore
wor kabl e. "
"And has the Departnent of Corrections taken a position on
this Bill?"

"They're neutral as far as | know "

"As far as you know, have you contacted the Departnent of
Corrections?"

"Yes. | talked with their representative this norning.

M ssy said they, in fact, had sonme notes filed on this that
they said for an Anendnent, and there was not an Anendnent.
The departnment is totally in agreenent with this concept
nove, as | said, they're noving in this direction. Thei r
concerns are fiscal wwth how we're going to pay for this,
and as | said, you know, we'll work on this in the future,
and they are nmaking a nove toward this at the present
tinme."
"So, we're saying that... The analysis that |I'm reading
said that at any give tinme, 70% of the inmate popul ati on,
70% of the inmate population will be in this C nunber or C
Cl ass? Seventy percent of the popul ati on?"

"Possi bl y. Under their present <criteria, as | said,
they're going to, and if we have to do that statutorily to
define, you know, what a C grade inmate is, then we'll do
that. But, you know, it's fairly broad right now but
they're working; weither they to do it departnentally or
we'll do it here.™
"So, the cost, the cost that we referred to is just for one
prison. So, if 70%.. if the 70% of the inmates are going
to be in this C dass, then that cost would probably be
times 16, since we have 16 prisoners (Sic-prisons). Am |

correct?"
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Reitz: "No, | think the costs are total. It is not per prison.
The cost is corrections at state as a whole."

Pugh: "And what was that cost again?"

Reitz: "I'mmnot... they don't know yet. | nean, a lot of 1it's
based on what's going on right now and how many... how many
cubicles, | guess, they would actually need at each prison.

And a |ot of that, Representative, will be determ ned on,
you know, as we define this, nore narrowmly define this C
grade definition."

Pugh: " So. So, you're asking us to pass a piece of l|egislation

that has a dramatic fiscal inpact on the budget of the

State of Illinois, but we don't know how nmuch it's going to
cost ?"
Reitz: "The intent, hopefully, 1is to nmake, you know, make the

prisons safer for, you know, for the inmtes for the
correctional officers... cut dowmn on the flow of drugs into
the prison. That's the main intent, nore than anything
else, is to cut back on that. You know, wunfortunately we
have a problemw thin our prison system You know, | think
we have a responsibility as Legislators, you know, to house
the people that are serving their sentences, but we have,
you know, we have nore of a responsibility to safeguard the
guards and so they can go hone to their famlies at night."
Pugh: "To the Bill, M. Speaker. | submt to you, Sir, that if
we're going to stem the flow of drugs into the prisons,
that we need to be nore vigilant about the officers that we
hire, because the officers are responsible for searching
i ndi viduals comng in and out of the prisons. The officers
are responsible for the amount of drugs that conme into the
prisons. Otentinmes they are the cause of the anmount of
drugs that cone into the prisons and that if we're... that

this piece of legislation, although your intent mght be
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honorable, 1is nerely going to contribute to the inhumane

treatnment that the prisons are allow ng our individuals at

this point in tine. So, | respectfully request a 'no
vote."
Speaker Turner, A.: "The Gentleman from Logan, Representative

Turner, for what reason do you rise?"

Turner, J.: "Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Turner, A.: "He indicates he wll."
Tur ner, J.: "Representative, as l"m sure you're aware,

Representati ve Tom Johnson has done a trenendous anmount of
work on the prison reform and |I'm wondering, have you
di scussed with himthe particular provisions of your Bill
and whet her or not he's supportive?"

Reitz: "Yes, | discussed this with Representative Dart; he's one
of the Co-chairs of the commttee. This is just a step in
the right direction and we don't know... it doesn't go as
far as the Prison Reform Comm ttee has recommended, and we
don't know when the... when or if we'll nove on that, this
Session or when we will."

Turner, J.: "Representative, perhaps you didn't hear ne. |
didn't ask if you talked to Representative Dart; | asked if
you tal ked to Representative Johnson, Tom Johnson?"

Reitz: "No, other than in coommttee and Representative Johnson
has said, you know, he would rather nove this through. 1Is
that right, Representative Johnson? He would rather nove
this through, you know, as a whole. But, as | said, this
does not go as far... you know, and as | said, | talked to
Representative Dart then as Chair or Co-chair and was |ed
to believe, you know, we <could nove parts of this and
this... you know, this does not go near as far. But |
think it's a step in the right direction and should

hopefully cut down on the drug flowinto the prison. And
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Tur ner,

Reitz:
Tur ner,

Reitz:

Tur ner,

Reitz:

Tur ner,

Reitz:

Tur ner,

"' m hopeful that this will be a cost saving neasure in the

long run.”

J.: "well, vyou know, if we use Representative Johnson's
name enough in debate, we mght get himto turn his [|ight
on. But | do have anot her question, before he does that.

How are you defining a contact visit?"

"How do | define contact visits? Ws that the question?”

J.: "Yes."

"The ability for physical contact between the inmate and
whoever cones to see them"

J.: "Well, are you talking about unsupervised visits
bet ween the person visiting and the prisoner?"

"No, all visits are supervised, but what we have right now
is, you know, lack of staff to... there may be 30 or 40
visitors and two guards. It's just... It's not physically
possible for them to watch everyone that is in there

visiting and, you know, this would just help in that

respect."”
J.: "AIl right. Wll, maybe |I should approach it from
the other way. | presune since the | anguage says that

contact visits would be prohibited, non-contact visitations
will be allowed. What would those be?"

"Non-cont act ? W'll have a glass or sone sort of
partition, just so there is no physical contact. You know,
the guards in ny area have told nme that, you know, they
have the...the visitors have the ability to pass drugs just
by a sinple kiss. And, you know, possibly pass, you know,
drugs in that nmethod or just having, not having, the
ability to watch themat all tines, you know, when they're
in the visiting room"

J.: "So, inmates who are in Cass C status wll still

have sone visitation privileges under your Bill?"
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Reitz:

Tur ner,

Speaker

"Yes. No, we're not denying anyone visitation. W're
just denying the contact part to try and stop and
hopefully... you know, hopefully I'mhoping that this wll,
you know, wll be an incentive for, you know, for the
inmates to, you know, to obey the rules and regulations.
To, you know, when asked if there is reason to take, you
know, to take a drug test and that's all we're shooting for
is to inprove the climate within the prison for the inmates
to help, you know, the people in there that, you know, the
drugs are a problemand to hel p the guards.™

J.: "Thank you."

Turner, A : "The GCentleman from DuPage, Representative

Johnson. "

Johnson, Tom "Yes, thank you, M. Speaker and to the Bill. I

spoke out in commttee on this, because as this chanber
knows, we have had a commttee hard at work now for al nost

t hree years deal i ng with prison reform and prison

managenent. It was an agreenent that | thought that we had
with the Speaker, and I bel i eve it IS a fair
representation. And even after speaking wth Co-chairman

Dart, that Bill's affecting the Departnment of Corrections,
and these types of Bills would be nore appropriate to bring
bef ore t he Prison Reform Conmmttee as it |ooks at
conprehensive reformw thin the Departnment of Corrections.
This particular Bill basically is a cherry picking of one
concept that is being studied in light of total reform
within the Departnment of Corrections. This particul ar
Bill represents a portion of reconmmendations that we are in
the process of putting together in ternms of a 10 point
proposal, now, in which hearings are scheduled. W're not
sure, quite honestly, as a Reform Conmttee whether this

particular piece is appropriate or not in light of the
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overall reformthat's necessary. This is a very difficult
Bill for anybody in here to vote 'no' on, and |I'm not going
to tell you all to vote 'no  on. But when one gets
i nvol ved with | ooking at the Departnent of Corrections and
the necessary changes that need to be nade there, | only
submt that nost of these issues are very interrelated.
You cannot just pick at one area and expect that that is
going to have a real inpact or not. |In fact, it m ght have
a negative inpact. The one thing | have learned in three
years is that it is a very conplex issue to turn around and
get neaningful reform to stop the drugs, the gangs, et
cetera, within the prisons. And | think the conmttee as a
whol e has done a very, very good job of understanding,
first of all, trying to understand the ramfications of
each of these particular conponents. | would urge in here
today that the Menbers consider the integrity of that
commttee and the work that has gone into it and hopefully
the work that the proposals that will shortly be com ng out
of it. | would wsh that people in here would vote
"present’' today so that the commtnents that were nade by
this Speaker and the Speaker before would be that we would
be dealing with these prison issues in a conprehensive
f ashi on. Now, if this 1is politically expedient for our
future canpaigns to vote for this, I"'mnot going to tel
you not to because it very well mght be part, and |'m sure
sone of the issues in ternms of contact visits throughout
the system not just for C grade prisoners, are being
considered within the package that will be com ng out of
the Prison Reform Commttee. But | do think it's inportant
that we keep the integrity intact of what we all agreed was
going to be a process here to look at this in total. I,

for nyself, this norning wll be voting 'present', not so
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much that | disagree with the concept behind this, but that
it is not really put into the proper context of all of the
i ssues that we are dealing with in DOC. Thank you."

Speaker Turner, A.: "The Gentleman from Randol ph, Representative
Reitz. For what reason do you rise?"

Reitz: "M. Speaker, I'mgoing to... | appreciate Representative
Johnson's comrents. | appreciate everyone's patience with
this, and | appreciate Representative Johnson's comments.
W're going to try to neet with both Co-chairs of this,
Representative Dart and Representative Johnson, and try to
make this nore amcable, hopefully. But, you know I
believe, and | believe you know we've been studying this
issue for a long tine. This does not go as far as the

Prison Reform Commttee's proposal does, and | think the

time to study is over, but I would ask that we pull this

out of the record. | wll discuss it with them over the
weekend, and | would like to call this for a vote next
week. "

Speaker Turner, A : "The CGentleman's request wll be so granted.

Take the Bill out of the record. The Gentleman from Cook,

Representative Morrow, on the Order of Third Reading, you

have House Bill 3593. Read the Bill, M. Cerk."
Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3593, a Bill for an Act concerning
budget itenms for a South Suburban Airport. Third Reading

of this House Bill."

Morrow. "Yes, thank vyou, M. Speaker. W'd like to nove this

Bill back to Second Reading for the purpose of an
Amendnent . "

Speaker Turner, A : "The Gentleman's request is... wll be so
gr ant ed. The Gentl eman from Bureau, Representati ve
Mautino, on House Bill 3481. Read the Bill, M. Speaker..
M. Cerk."
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Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Today, | bring House Bill 3481. W voted on this
Bill the other day; there were sone m sunderstandings. |
believe that we've had a lot of the questions answered.
This refers to the GED testing, and it will allow the State
Board to do this by rule, and | believe a nunber of the
superintendents have been in contact. We've had sone
meetings in the interim and | would ask for your support.
Be happy to answer any questions.”
Speaker Turner, A.: "Read the Bill, M. Cderk."
Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 3481, a Bill for an Act to anend the

School Code. Third Reading of this House Bill."

Speaker Turner, A : "The Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative
Bl ack. "

Bl ack: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. | rise in reluctant
support of this Bill. | spoke out against it yesterday.

' ve subsequent |y tal ked to bot h of ny regional
superintendents, and unfortunately, they're caught in a
dilemma. Wthout the ability to conbine the two fees, they

sinply cannot pay for the GED Test, which neans they

couldn't offer it. Well, that's even worse than the
scenario that | talked about the other day where the
price... ny price mght be such that we are not able to get

people to take the test that so desperately need to take it
and want to take it. So, it's been explained to ne that
they're going to conbine the application fee with the
current testing fee, which really wll not increase the
price, and they'll have to |ook at the ever increasing
price of the GED. They had a 38% increase in the fee from
the testing conpany just |ast year. | think that's
unconsci onabl e, and what's even nore unconscionable is it's

the only conmpany in the United States that nake the GED
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Test. So, | think it would behoove the State Board of
Education to see if we can't cone up with another testing
conpany, or better yet another test. And ny only concern
and ny challenge to Representative Mautino is that we nake
certain that we nonitor this very closely through the Joint
Comm ttee on Adm nistrative Rules and that we keep the fee
to the absolute mninum necessary to cover the cost from

the testing conpany. And | know you'll do that."

Mautino: "Absolutely. That is nmy intention and also for your

Bl ack:

information, on My 1st, there is a neeting between
California, Florida, New York, and Texas where we're going
to be trying to work out sonmething for an alternative
testing. But currently, there's only one conpany which
makes this test, and the State Board does not have the
flexibility that it needs. So, it puts the onus on the
superintendents. | sinply ask for an 'aye' vote. And |
thank you for clarifying that."

"I think that's... | think you've hit the key. | think a
38% increase in that t est fee in one  year IS
unconsci onabl e, given that the cost of |iving has not been
going up to any appreciable extent or inflationary
pressures have been alnost nonexistent. And | hope that
they do conme up wth another conpany or another test. A
little conpetition wouldn't hurt, and | know that you wil|l
monitor this very closely so that we will not allow the fee
to get to a point where those who nust take this test would
not be able to afford it. And | know there's a
supplemental comng to help do that very thing. So, I...
while I"'mstill concerned about it, I do rise to support
your effort because, unfortunately, we have no option or
alternative at this point. And I'd be glad to woirk wth

you on the issue."
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Mautino: "That's what happens wth so many things wthin the
state, and | appreciate that. Thank you very nuch."

Speaker Turner, A : "The Lady from Cook, Representative Davis.

For what reason do you rise?"

Davis, M: "WII| the Sponsor yield, M. Speaker?"
Speaker Turner, A.: "He indicates he wll."
Davis, M: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Representative Hannig, or

Maut i no, has the board, the State Board attenpted to raise
the cost of the exan?"

Mautino: "No, they have not."

Davis, M: "You know .. Wll, this legislation gives the State
Board leeway to raise it to whatever they choose, of course
goi ng through JCAR. But in ny opinion, a better nethod of
solving the problem woul d have been to sinply raise the fee
by three dollars, or four, or five, and then let that be
standard. But what this legislation does, it gives the
State Board of Education free rein on raising that cost,
w thout having to cone to the Legislature and that does
concern ne."

Mautino: "Well, it actually..., the point that you bring up. |
think the intent of the State Board on this is pretty well
shown by the fact that the State Board did not increase.
They basically, they ate the cost increase of the 200
thousand in the last round, and it certainly would not be
my intent to cause these fees to rise. But we' re expecting
anot her very substantial increase because of the test, at
this point and on this date, it's status to be conpletely
redesi gned. So, when a superintendent may have to, wthin
a five-week period, nake a decision on whether he can or
cannot afford to give this test, I think it's best done
through rules and JCAR Now, if they abuse that, | would

be the first tojoin with you to conme in and nake that
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change. But it is not the intent, but it will offer the
flexibility necessary to ensure that we can keep providing
these tests, as Representative Black so eloquently stated."

Davis, M: "Representative, are you aware that Chicago does not
have, or Cook County | should say, does not have a regiona
superintendent to kind of be on top of the GED i ssue as the
other counties in the State of Illinois have?"

Mautino: "No, no. In Chicago you don't have a, |I'm very well
aware that you don't have, a regional superintendent. |
believe that office was voted out four years ago, by us."

Davis, M: "And are you aware, Representative, are you aware that
since the State Board has taken over the authorization of
GED Testing, that the nunber of people passing the test in
Chi cago and Cook County is down by five or six thousand per
year ?"

Mautino: "I understand that there was a dip in that nunber for
awhile, but the State Board has now contracted with the
community college within the college systemwi thin the Cty
of Chicago to help increase that level and to provide this
service for so many that are in need."

Davis, M: "Representative, can you give ne the nanes of the
menbers on JCAR?"

Mautino: "My apol ogi zes, Representative, | couldn't hear you over

the noise in the chanber.™"

Davis, M: "I said, can you give nme the nanmes of the nenbers on
JCAR?"

Mautino: "Representative Ryder, Representati ve Novak,
Representati ve Wbol ar d, Representati ve Rut her f ord,

Representative Mary Lou Cow ishaw, and six people fromthe
sl eepi ng chanber."
Davis, M: "Ckay. You can see where ny concern is. Here again,

we'll have a group of people where..."
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Mautino: "And al so, Representative Coy Pugh."

Davis, M: "Is Coy Pugh on JCAR?"
Mautino: "Yes, he is."
Davis, M: "Okay. Al right. Wll, that makes ne feel a little

better. Then we know someone from our comunity wll
obviously be available in that commttee to help nake
deci si ons. You know, to the Bill, M. Speaker. |I'm very
concerned when any agency cones to the Legislature and asks
us to trust them in reference to their ability to raise
fees. They tell us it'll be three dollars or it'll be four
dollars, and yet there is nothing in this legislation that
will limt the anount in which they can raise those fees.
Representative, | trust that you will be with nme if they
attenpt to raise them beyond five dollars.”

Mautino: "Absolutely.”

Davis, M: "They have said it would be three dollars. But if
it'"s nore than five dollars, because the people who are
taking GED exans many tinmes are living wth famly nenbers
attenpting for a second chance to get their lives together,
and they don't have incone, just a |lot of disposable
i ncone. Sonetinmes they have to take the test over to
finish a particular part, and they should not be gouged
price wse so that they cannot conplete their education and
be prepared for <college. I'mgoing to trust, along with
you, Mautino, that the State Board of Education perhaps,
for once, wll do the right thing. W wll support your
| egi sl ation."

Mauti no: " Thanks, Moni que."

Speaker Turner, A : "The Gentleman from Bureau to cl ose.”

Mautino: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. The 1ssue has been debated. | think we've

resolved or brought to light the intent of what we're
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trying to do with this legislation, which would to protect
and ensure that should we receive massive increases in the
cost of these tests, that we can still offer them to the
public and give that flexibility. And |'ve given ny
commtrment to work with the Representatives that have their

concerns. So | would appreciate an 'aye' vote."

Speaker Turner, A : "The question 1is, 'Shall House Bill 3481
pass?' Al  those in favor should vote '"aye'; all those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is now open. Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who

w sh? The Cerk shall take the record. On this question,
there is 72 "yes', 40 '"noes' and O 'presents'. This Bill,
having received the Constitutional Majority, is hereby
decl ared passed. |Is there any Menber wishing to have a Bil

called at this point? The Gentleman from Madison

Representati ve Stephens. For what reason do you rise?"

Stephens: "To nake sure that Representative Hoffman doesn't have

Speaker

any nore Bills that he wants call ed. Just to nmake sure
that you' ve called all of his legislation."
Turner, A : "The GCentleman from Cook, Representative

Par ke. For what reason do you rise?"

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. You said do we have any Bills?
Yeah, 1'd like ny... doubling of the state deduction from
one thousand to two thousand for a deduction on our |Incone
Taxes. It's still in Rules, I1'd like to have it called out
of Rules, so | could present it to the Body. So if you're
| ooking for a Bill tocall, I'"d like to call that one.™

Speaker Turner, A : "Okay. W wll pass that information on to
the Chairman of Rules Commttee."

Parke: "All right. WlIl, thank you, | would appreciate that."

Speaker Turner, A : "W're just talking about Bills that are on

the Cal endar currently, Representative."
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Par ke: "Thank you."
Speaker Turner, A: "The Lady from St. Cdair, Representative
Younge. "

Younge: "Thank you, M. Speaker. The Educational Appropriation

Committee will neet at 1:00 on Monday, rather that 11:00,

as indicated in the Calendar. It will be 1:00 p.m on
Monday. "
Speaker Turner, A.: "D d everyone hear that announcenent? The

Education Approp. Conmttee wll neet at 1:00 on Monday,
instead of 11:00, as printed in the Calendar. One o0'clock
for the Appropriation Education Commttee. M. derk."

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Joint Resolution #59."

"RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETI ETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRI NG
HEREI N, that when the Senate adjourns on Thursday, March 26, 1998,
it stands adjourned until Tuesday, March 31, 1998, at 12: 00 noon;
and when the House of Representatives adjourns on March 27, 1998,

it stands adjourned until Monday, March 30, 1998, at 1:00 p.m"

Speaker Turner, A : "M. derk. You' ve heard the Mdtion, al
those in favor shall say 'aye'; all those opposed say
'no'. The opinion of the Chair, the Resolution is adopted.

Agreed Resolutions, M. Cerk."

Clerk Bolin: "House Resolution 368, offered by Representative
Nol and. House Resolution 369, offered by Representative
Currie. House Resolution 370, offered by Representative
Currie. House Resolution 372, offered by Representative
Schakowsky. House Resol uti on 373, of fered by
Representative Granberg. House Resolution 374, offered by
Representative Slone. And House Resolution 376, offered by
Representati ve G anberg."

Speaker Turner, A : "Representative Currie noves for the adoption

63


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

104t h Legi sl ative Day March 27, 1998
of the Resolutions. Al those in favor shall say 'aye';
all those opposed say 'no'. The opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes' have it, and the Resolutions are adopted.

Representative Black. Allowing Perfunctory Tinme for the
Clerk, Representative Black noves that the House stands
adj ourned until Monday, at the hour of 3:00 p.m Al those
in favor should say 'aye'; all those opposed say 'no'. 1In
the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it, and the House
is adjourned until Mnday at the hour of 3:00, allowng
Perfunctory time for the Cerk. Three p.m Monday."

Clerk Rossi: "The House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
I ntroduction of House Bills. House Bill 3879, offered by
Representative Stephens, a Bill for an Act to anend the
Unenpl oynment | nsurance Act. First Reading of this House
Bill. Introduction of Resolutions: House Resolution 375,
of fered by Representative Cross. It's assigned to the
Rul es Comm ttee. I ntroduction of Resolutions: House
Resol ution 382, offered by Representative Ganberg, is
assigned to the Rules Commttee. Second Readi ng of House
Joint Resolution Constitutional Amendnent #2. Second
Readi ng of House Joint Resolution Constitutional Anendment

#17, offered by Representative Bol and."

"RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE N NETIETH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
HEREI N, that there shall be submtted to the electors of the State
for adoption or rejection at the general election next occurring
at least 6 nonths after the adoption of this resolution a
proposition to add Section 25 of Article | of the Illinois

Constitution as foll ows:

ARTI CLE
BI LL OF RIGHTS
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(ILCON Art. |, Sec. 25 new

SECTI ON 25. UN VERSAL HEALTH CARE COVERAGE

Health care is an essential safeqguard of hunman life and

dignity, and there is an obligation for the State of Illinois to

ensure that every person is able to realize this fundanental

right. On or before May 31, 2002, the General Assenbly shall by

|law enact a plan for universal health care coverage that pernits

everyone in lllinois to obtain decent health care on a requl ar

SCHEDULE
This Constitutional Amendnent takes effect upon approval by

the electors of this State."

Clerk Rossi: "Second Reading. House Resol ution Constitutional

Amendnent #20, offered by Representative Lang."

"RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE N NETIETH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
HEREI N, that there shall be submtted to the electors of the State
for adoption or rejection at the general election next occurring
at least 6 nonths after the adoption of this resolution a
proposition to anend Section 15 of Article VI of the Illinois

Constitution as foll ows:

ARTI CLE VI
THE JUDI Cl ARY

(1LCON Art. VI, Sec. 15)
SECTI ON 15. RETI REMENT - DI SCI PLI NE

(a) The Cener al Assenbly may provide by law for the
retirenment of Judges and Associ ate Judges at a prescribed age. Any

retired Judge or Associate Judge, with his or her consent, may be
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assigned by the Suprene Court to judicial service for which he or
she shall receive the applicable conpensation in lieu of
retirement benefits. A retired Associate Judge nmay be assi gned
only as an Associ ate Judge.

(b) A Jdudicial Inquiry Board is created. The Supreme Court
shall select two Circuit Judges as nenbers and the Governor shal
appoi nt four persons who are not |awers and three |awers as
menbers of the Board. Not nore than two of the |awers and two of
t he non-| awers appoi nted by the Governor shall be nenbers of the
sane political party. The terns of Board nenbers shall be four
years. A vacancy on the Board shall be filled for a full term in
the manner the original appointnent was nade. No nenber may serve
on the Board nore than eight years.

(c) The Board shall be convened permanently, wth authority
to conduct i nvesti gations, receive or initiate conplaints
concerning a Judge or Associate Judge, and file conplaints wth
the Courts Comm ssion. The Board shall not file a conplaint unless
five nmenbers believe that a reasonable basis exists (1) to charge
t he Judge or Associate Judge with willful msconduct in office,
persistent failure to performhis duties, or other conduct that is
prejudicial to the admnistration of justice or that brings the
judicial office into disrepute, or (2) to charge that the Judge or
Associ ate Judge is physically or nentally unable to perform his
duties. All proceedings of the Board shall be confidential except
the filing of a conplaint with the Courts Conm ssion. The Board
shal | prosecute the conplaint.

(d) The Board shall adopt rules governing its procedures. It
shal | have subpoena power and authority to appoint and direct its
staff. Menbers of the Board who are not Judges shall receive per
di em conpensati on and necessary expenses; nenbers who are Judges
shal | receive necessary expenses only. The General Assenbly by |aw

shal | appropriate funds for the operation of the Board.
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(e) An__independent A Courts Comm ssion is created consisting

of one Suprene Court Judge selected by that Court as a nenber and

one _as an alternate, who--shall-be-its-chatirrman; two Appellate

Court Judges selected by that Court as nenbers and three as

alternates, and two Crcuit Judges selected by the Suprene Court

as nenbers and three as alternates, and two citizens selected by

the Governor as nenbers and two as alternates. Menbers and

alternates who are Appellate Court Judges nust each be from a

different Judici al District. Menbers and alternates who are

Circuit Judges nust each be froma different Judicial District.

Menbers and alternates of the Conmm ssion shall not be nmenbers of

the Judicial Inquiry Board. The nenbers of the Conmni ssion shal

select a chairperson to serve a two-year term

The Comm ssi on shal | be convened permanently to hear
conplaints filed by the Judicial |Inquiry Board. The Conm ssion
shall have authority after notice and public hearing, (1) to
renmove fromoffice, suspend w thout pay, censure or reprimnd a
Judge or Associate Judge for wllful msconduct in office,
persistent failure to performhis or her duties, or other conduct
that is prejudicial to the admnistration of justice or that
brings the judicial office into disrepute, or (2) to suspend, with
or wthout pay, or retire a Judge or Associate Judge who is
physically or nmentally unable to performhis or her duties.

(f) The concurrence of four three nmenbers of the Conm ssion
shall be necessary for a decision. The decision of the Comm ssion
shal | be final

(g) The Comm ssion shall adopt conprehensive rules to ensure

that geverning its procedures are fair and appropriate. These

rul es and any anendments shall be public and filed wth the

Secretary of State at | east 30 days before becom ng effective.

(h) A nenmber of the Conmmi ssion shall disqualify hinself or

herself, or the other nenbers of the Commi ssion shall disqualify a

67


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF ILLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

104t h Legi sl ative Day March 27, 1998

menber, with respect to any proceeding in which disqualification

or refusal would be required of a Judge under rul es of the Suprene

Court, under rules of the Conmi ssion, or by | aw.

If a Suprene Court Judge is the subject of a proceeding, then

there shall be no Suprene Court Judge sitting as a nenber of the

Commi ssion with respect to that proceeding. Instead, an alternate

Appellate Court Judge not fromthe sane Judicial District as the

subj ect Supreme Court Judge shall replace the subject Suprene

Court Judge. If a nenmber who is an Appellate Court Judge is the

subject of a proceeding, then an alternate Appellate Court Judge

shal | repl ace the subject Appellate Court Judge. |If an Appell ate

Court Judge who is not a nenber is the subject of a proceedi ng and

an Appellate Court Judge fromthe sane Judicial District is a

menber, then an alternate Appellate Court Judge shall repl ace that

menber. If a nmenber whois a Crcuit Judge is the subject of a

proceeding, then an alternate Circuit Judge shall repl ace the

subject Circuit Judge. If a CGrcuit Judge who is not a nenber is

the subject of a proceeding and a Circuit Judge from the sane

Judi ci al District is a nenber, then an alternate Crcuit Judge

shall replace that nenber.

If a nenber of the Conmmssion is disqualified under this

Section with respect to any proceeding, that nenber shall be

repl aced by an alternate on a rotating basis in a manner provided

by rule of the Conmission. The alternate shall act as nenber of

t he Conmm ssion with respect to that proceedi ng only.

(i) The Conmm ssion and shall have power to issue subpoenas.

(j) Menbers and alternates of the Commission who are not

Judges shall receive per diem conpensati on and necessary expenses;

menbers and alternates who are Judges shall receive necessary

expenses only. The General Assenbly shall provide by law for the

expenses and conpensation of the Conmm ssion.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)
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SCHEDULE
This Constitutional Anendnment takes effect upon approval by

the electors of this State. Second Reading of this Constitutional

Amendnent . "

Clerk Rossi: "Introduction and First Reading of Senate Bills.
Senate Bill 1292, offered by Representative Brunsvold, a
Bill for an Act in relation to certain property held by
nmuseuns. And Senate Bill 1475, offered by Representative
Tom Johnson, a Bill for an Act anending the School Code.

First Reading of these Senate Bills. The House Perfunctory

Sessi on stands adj ourned.”
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