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90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
94t h Legi sl ative Day February 26, 1998
Speaker Madigan: "The House shall conme to order. The Menbers
shall be in their chairs. Wuld the Menbers pl ease take
their seats. W shall be led in prayer today by Lee
Crawford, the Assistant Pastor of the Victory Tenple Church
in Springfield. The guests in the gallery may wish to rise
and join us in the invocation."
Assistant Pastor Crawford: "Let us pray. Gacious and al mghty
and eternal God, we thank You for Your nmany nercies, and
Your |ove and Your kindness. | ask that You will save and
preserve and bl ess the Menbers of this Body, that You wll
grant peace to the peaceless, |love to the unloved, w sdom
to the unwi se, understanding to those who don't understand.

For we know that every good and perfect gift come from up

above and conmeth down from You who is the creator of al

life. So, fill our hearts with joy, gladness, and above
all, life, and we wll be forever thankful to You. W
pray, Anmen."

Speaker Madigan: "W shall be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by
Representative Hartke."

Hartke - et al: "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of Anmeri ca. And to the republic for which it
stands, one nation under CGod, indivisible with liberty and

justice for all."

Speaker Madigan: "Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”
Currie: "Thank vyou, Speaker. Please let the record show that

there are no excused absences anong House Denocrats.™
Speaker Madigan: "M. Cross. M. Cross.”
Cross: "lI'msorry, M. Speaker. |If the record would reflect that
Representative Black is excused today."
Speaker Madi gan: "Were is he?"

Cross: "I really, I can't tell you, M. Speaker. There are sone
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others | don't mnd sharing that with, but | can't tel
you. "

Speaker Madi gan: "Okay."

Cross: "l appreciate your concern. But, | just can't.”

Speaker Madigan: "Right, right. 1It's not the sanme without him™"

Cross: "Well, we know that. But, nevertheless, | just, | can't
tell you."

Speaker Madigan: "Let the record reflect that excused absence.
The Cerk shall take the record. On this question, there
are 117 Menbers responding to the Attendance Roll Call.
There is a quorum present. M. Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "Committee Reports. Representative Lauren Beth Gash,
Chairman fromthe Conmttee on Judiciary Il Crimnal Law,
to which the followng Bills were referred, action taken on
February 26, 1998, reported the sanme back wth the
foll owi ng reconmendation: 'do pass Short Debate' House Bil
2297, House Bill 2570, House Bill 2703, and House Bil
2899; 'do pass as anended Short Debate' House Bill 2447."

Speaker Madi gan: "Agreed Resol utions.”

Clerk Rossi: "Agreed Resolutions. House Resolution 316 offered
by Representative Zickus. House Resolution 318 offered by
Representative MQuire. House Resolution 319 offered by
Representati ve Younge. House Resolution 320 offered by
Representative Younge. House Resolution 321 offered by
Representative Zickus. House Resolution 323 offered by
Representative MCarthy. House Resol ution 324 offered by
Speaker Madi gan. House Resol ution 326 of fered by
Representative Feigenholtz. House Resol ution 327 offered
by Representative Wol ard. House Resolution 328 offered by
Representative Wnkel. House Resolution 330 offered by
Representative WMers. House Resolution 331 offered by

Representative Noland. House Resolution 332 offered by
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Representative Gglio."
Speaker Madigan: "The Cerk has read the Agreed Resolutions. The
Chair recogni zes Representative Currie on the Agreed
Resol utions. "
Currie: "Thank you, Speaker. | nove adoption of the Agreed
Resol utions. "
Speaker Madi gan: " The Lady nmoves adoption of the Agreed
Resol utions. Those in favor say 'aye', those opposed say
'no' . The 'ayes' have it. The Agreed Resol utions are

adopt ed. The Cderk is in receipt of a Mot i on by
Representative McKeon to table House Bill 3201. M. MKeon

is the principal Sponsor of the Bill. |Is there |eave?
Leave is granted. The Bill is tabled. M. Cross."

Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. I... it was a little loud in
here. Could you tell wus what Bill was just tabled?
Representative McKeon, | think."

Speaker Madi gan: "Yes. House 3201. House 3201, 3201."

Cross: "H B. 3201? kay, thank you."

Speaker Madigan: "M. Wrsing. M. Wrsing. Ddyou wshto
call House Bill 1072 on Second Readi ng? Leave on Second?
Thank you. 1Is M. Noland in the chanber? Duane Nol and, do
you wish to call 2315? M. Cerk, House Bill 2315. Read
the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2315, a Bill for an Act anending the
Uniform Disposition of Unclaimed Property Act. Second
Readi ng of this House Bill. Anendnent #1 was adopted in
comm ttee. No Mot i ons have been filed. No Fl oor

Amendnent s approved for consideration.™

Speaker Madigan: "Third Reading. M. Cerk, House Bill 2326.
Read the Bill."
Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2326, a Bill for an Act amendi ng the

Children and Fam |y Services Act. Second Reading of this
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House Bill. Amendnent  #1 was adopted in commttee. No
Motions have been filed. No Floor Anendnents approved for

consi deration."

Speaker Madi gan: "Leave t he Bill on Second Readi ng.
Representative Clayton. Do you wsh to call House Bil
23677?"

Clayton: "No, | don't. | have an Arendnent | wish to file."

Speaker Madi gan: "Thank you. M. derk."

Clerk Rossi: "The House Rules Commttee will neet at 12:40 in the
Speaker's Conference Room The Rules Commttee will neet
at 12:40 in the Speaker's Conference Room"

Speaker Madigan: "The Cerk has announced the neeting of the
Rules Commttee imediately. Representative Currie. Rules
Comm ttee, please. M. Hannig, Rules Commttee. M .
Turner. Representative Turner. Representative Turner. M.
Ryder . Is M. Ryder in the Chanber? Rules Commttee, M.
Ryder. M. Churchill. Is M. Churchill in the Chanber?
M. Cerk, for a Commttee Report."

Clerk Rossi: "Representative McQuire, Chairman fromthe Commttee
on Aging, to which the followng Bill was referred, action
taken on February 26, 1998, reported the sanme back with the
foll ow ng recommendation: 'do pass' House Bill 2581."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Chair recogni zes M. Cross."”

Cross: "Inquiry of the Chair, M. Speaker. Could you provide us
with... Apparently yesterday, one of the Representatives
was able to get 33 Bills out of the Rules Commttee. Could
we have a copy of the letter you used to wite that request
to the Majority Leader, because we're not having as nuch
luck as you are? Wuld it be possible to get a copy of
that letter?"

Speaker Madi gan: "For you, yes. But, on an individual basis.

W'l | take these requests on an individual basis.”


SOLIMAR DFAULT TRANS NONE

X::PDF SIMPLEX MAIN


STATE OF I LLINO S
90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE
94t h Legi sl ative Day February 26, 1998
Cross: "And | don't... maybe we need nore than just a letter.
don't know if there is a better way to handle it."
Speaker Madigan: "If you tell ne where M. Black is, then 1'Ill
accept a second letter.”

Cross: "Well, I'"'mgoing to have to give sone thought to that."

Speaker Madi gan: "The Chair recogni zes the Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "The House Judiciary | Commttee will neet at 1:48
in Room 114 to consider Senate Bill 172. Repeating, the
House Judiciary | Commttee will neet at 1:48 in Room 114
to consider Senate Bill 172."

Speaker Madigan: "The Chair recognizes M. Dart for a Mdtion."

Dart: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | nove that we suspend Rule 75
(c) so that Judiciary |I can neet imediately to consider
Senate Bill 172."

Speaker Madigan: "The Gentleman noves to suspend the posting
requi renents. The Chair recognizes M. Cross. M. Cross.”

Cross: "I'm sorry, M. Speaker. W cannot hear anything on this
side of the aisle.™

Speaker Madigan: "Did you hear the Mtion? If the Menbers
could... The derk... M. Coss. M. Coss. M. Coss,
the derk has announced... The derk has announced a
meeting of a Conference Conmttee to consider a Conference
Report relative to Senate Bill 172. And on t hat,
having...that notice having been given, M. Dart has noved
to suspend the Rule which requires that a conference report
lie upon the desk for an hour. M. Cross."

Cross: "M. Speaker, ny understanding of the Rules, and
understand there is a Motion to suspend, is that it's an
hour posting notice. Could the... Is that required? 1Is
that accurate of our reading of the Rul es?"

Speaker Madigan: "Let the Parlianentarian explain this."

Kasper: "Representative Cross, House Rule 75 (c) requires a one
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hour posting requirenent for Conference Commttees to be
considered by standing commttees. Conference Commttee
Reports cannot be considered by standing commttees unless
there is a one hour posting notice, and the Mtion is to
suspend the one hour posting requirenent."”

Cross: "Are you... |Is the Parlianentarian aware, or the Speaker,
that froma public policy standpoint, this is a pretty
significant change? And to waive or suspend the Rules with
respect to posting on this issueis, | think, an error.
The public, in essence, now will have no input on this Bill
in Conference Conmttee or in commttee. Is that the
intention of the Sponsor and of the Chair? No public
i nput."

Speaker Madigan: "The intent of the Chair is sinply to take the
Motion and call for its consideration.”

Cross: "As long as we are understanding what's going on. Thank
you. "

Speaker Madigan: "Yea. M. Parke."

Par ke: "Thank you, M. Speaker. | would |ike sone clarification,
al so. Wiat is the vote necessary to suspend the notice?
Are you saying that all you have to do is say it's got to
sit on the desk for one hour, and you, by virtue of being
the Speaker, can say that it's okay? O do we take a vote
to suspend the rules? | thought we always took a vote to
suspend posting notice."

Speaker Madigan: "Sixty votes. Sixty votes. You' ve all heard

the Mdtion. Those in favor, say 'aye', those opposed, say

'no' . The 'ayes' have it. The Mtion is adopted. M.
Cerk."

Clerk Rossi: "The Judiciary | Commttee will nmeet imediately in
Room 114 to <consider Senate Bill 172. Repeating, the

Judiciary | Commttee will neet imrediately in Room 114 to
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consi der Senate Bill 172."

Speaker Madigan: "You've all heard the notice. The Menbers of
the Judiciary | Conmttee should go to Room 114
i mredi atel y. And the House will stand in recess for one
hal f hour, one half hour. The House shall conme to order.
Comm ttee Report."

Clerk Rossi: "Representative Tom Dart, Chairman from the
Commttee on Judiciary | Cvil Law, to which the follow ng
measure was referred, action taken on February 26, 1998,
reported the sanme back with the following recomendation
'be approved for consideration' Conference Commttee Report
#1 to Senate Bill 172."

Speaker Madi gan: " Suppl enental Cal endar announcenent.”

Clerk Rossi: "Supplenental Calendar #1 is being distributed."”

Speaker Madigan: "On Page 3 of the Calendar, on the Order of
House Bills - Second Reading, there appears House Bil
2580. M. Mffitt, do you wshto nove that Bill? M.
Clerk, read the Bill."

Clerk Rossi: "House Bill 2580, a Bill for an Act concerning
property conveyance. Second Reading of this House Bill

No Conm ttee Anendnents. No Fl oor Amendnents. No Mbtions

filed."
Speaker Madi gan: "Third Readi ng. On t he Order of the
Suppl enent al Cal endar, there appears Senate Bill 172. M .

Scully. M. Scully. Conference Commttee Report on Senate
Bill 172. M. Scully. M. Scully."

Scully: "Yes. Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and CGentl enen, |
woul d |i ke to present Conference Conmttee Report to Senate
Bill 172. This Conference Conmttee Report renoves the
text previously contained in 172 and replaces it with an
Amendnent to the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution Act.

Excuse me, the Illinois Marriage and D ssolution of
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Marriage Act. Under the present |aw, a stepparent has no
right to file for custody of a child in the event that the
bi ol ogi cal parent that he or she is married to should die.

| think a stepparent is a very interested person in the

life of a child. The revision to |aw that we are proposing

with this Bill would give a stepparent cut standing to
petition for custody. I'd like to explain quickly the
significance of the word 'standing'. Standing is the right

to walk into a courtroomand be heard. Wthout standing,
you don't have the right to be heard on a specific case.
This Bill wll give a stepparent standing to present
argunents before the court regarding the custody of a
child. If we were to walk out onto the sidewal k today and
talk to people on the street and ask themwhether a
stepparent woul d have standing to nake argunents before a
court on the issue of custody, |I'mconfident that al nost
every person that we would see on the street, asking them
what is the current state law, and what should be the
public policy of this state? Wuld say that 'O course a

stepparent has the right to go to a court and present those

argunents. O  course, a step parent would have the right
to present a statenment to the court.' But that's not the
state of the lawin Illinois today. Under Illinois |aw as

it stands today, that stepparent does not have standi ng,
has no right to mneke any argunents before the court.
Before the <court that which wll determne the best
interest of the child. That stepparent would have no right
to present argunents on the best interest of the child.
This Bill will correct that. W ask for your favorable
consideration of this Conference Commttee."
Speaker Madigan: "M. Cross.”

Cross: "Two points of order, M. Speaker. First of all, inquiry
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of the Cerk. How |l ong have the Menbers had a copy of this
Conference Comm ttee Report?"
Rossi: "The Conference Commttee Report has been on the

Menbers' | aptops for approxi mtely three hours.™

"Pursuant, M. Speaker, to Rule 75 (b), Conf erence
Commttee Reports cannot be considered until one ful
session day followng distribution. If we could have, at
| east on that point of order, a response. |t appears that

we are about 21 hours shy."

Madi gan: "M . Cross, ny best response would be to advise
you that there has been a Mtion filed by M. Dart to
suspend House Rule 75 (b) and place the Conf erence
Committee Report #1 to Senate Bill 172 on the Cal endar for
i mredi ate consideration. And so, M. Dart noves for the
adoption of that Mdtion. Those in favor..."

"M . Speaker. M. Speaker, we'd like a Roll Call on that,
as well as a Verification."

Madi gan: "All right. You've all heard the Mdtion. The
Motion is to suspend the Rules and to nove to inmmediate
consideration of this Conference Report. Those in favor of
the Motion signify by voting 'aye'; those opposed by voting
'no' . This is a Motion for i medi ate consideration. This
is a Mdtion for imredi ate consi deration. It requires 60
vot es. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wish? The Cerk shall take the record. On
this question, there are 61 '"ayes' and 55 'nays'. There is
a request for a Verification. The Cderk shall read the
nanmes of those voting 'yes'."

Rossi: "Poll of t hose voting in the affirmative.
Representatives: Acevedo. Bol and. Br adl ey. Br osnahan.

Brunsvol d. Bugi el ski . Bur ke. Capparel li. Crotty.
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Barbara Currie. Julie Curry. Dart. Mnique Davis. Steve
Davis. Erwin. Fantin. Feigenholtz. Fl owers. Fritchey.
Gash. Gglio. G les. G anber g. Hanni g. Hart ke.
Hof f man.  Hol br ook. Howard. Lou Jones. Shirley Jones.
Kenner . Kl i ngler. Lang. Lopez. Joe Lyons. Mauti no.
McCart hy. McGui r e. McKeon. Eugene Moor e. Mor r ow.
Harol d Murphy. Novak. O Brien. Phel ps. Pugh. Reitz.
Rodri guez. Ronen. Schakowsky. Schoenber g. Scot t.
Scully. Silva. Sl one. Sm th. St roger. Art  Turner.
Wbol ard. Younge, and M. Speaker."
Speaker Madigan: "M. Cross.”
Cross: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Representative Stroger?"
Speaker Madigan: "M. Stroger is in the Chanber."
Cross: "Representative Pugh?"
Speaker Madigan: "M. Pugh. Renove M. Pugh."
Cross: "Representative Burke?"
Speaker Madigan: "M. Burke is in his chair."”
Cross: "lI'msorry. Representative Lopez?"
Speaker Madi gan: WAs that a question?”
Cross: "Representative Lopez?"

Speaker Madigan: "M . Lopez. Edgar Lopez. Edgar Lopez. Renobve

M. Lopez."
Cross: "Representative Mni que Davis?"
Speaker Madi gan: " Representative Moni que Davi s. Renove

Representative Davis. M. Cross, Representative Davis is
entering t he Chanber at t he rear. So restore
Represent ati ve Moni que Davis."

Cross: "Representative Acevedo?"

Speaker Madigan: "M . Acevedo is in his chair.”

Cross: "Representative Brunsvol d?"

Speaker Madigan: "M. Brunsvol d. M. Brunsvol d. Renove M.

Brunsvol d. "

10
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Cross: "Representative Art Turner?"

Speaker Madigan: "Arthur Turner. Renove M. Turner."

Cross: "Representative Phel ps?"

Speaker Madigan: "David Phelps. He's in the Chanber. M. Cross,
M. Edgar Lopez has returned to the Chanber. So restore
Edgar Lopez."

Cross: "All right. Thank you, M. Speaker, | have no other
inquiries.”

Speaker Madigan: "Anything further, M. Cross? Representative
Klingler, are you seeking recognition? Ckay. Thank you.
There being 58 'ayes' and 55 'noes', the Motion fails. M.
Clerk, do you have anything further? Read the Adjournnent
Resol ution."

Clerk Rossi: "Senate Joi nt Resol ution #54, of fered by
Representative Currie. Be it resolved by the Senate of the
90th General Assenbly of the State of Illinois, the House
of Representatives concurring herein, that when the two
Houses adj ourn on Thursday, February 26, 1998, the Senate
stands adjourned wuntil Tuesday, March 3rd, 1998, at 12
o' cl ock noon. And when it adjourns on that day, it stands
adjourned wuntil Wednesday, March 4th, 1998. And when it
adj ourns on that day, it stands adjourned wuntil Thursday,
March 5th, 1998. And when it adjourns on that day, it
stands adj ourned until Tuesday, March 10th, 1998. And when
it adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned unti |
Wednesday, March 11th, 1998. And when it adjourns on that
day, it stands adjourned until Thursday, March 12th, 1998.
And when it adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned until
Tuesday, Mar ch 24t h, 1998. And t he House of
Represent ati ves stands adjourned until Mnday, March 2nd,
1998, at 12 o'clock noon in Perfunctory Session. And when

it adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned until Mbnday,

11
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March 9th, 1998, at 12 o' clock noon in Perfunctory Session.
And when it adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned until
Wednesday, March 18th, at one o' clock p.m And when it
adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned wuntil Thursday,
March 19th, 1998. And when it adjourns on that day, it
stands adjourned until Friday, March 20th, 1998. And when
it adjourns on that day, it stands adjourned until Mbonday,
March 23, 1998. And when it adjourns on that day, it stands
adj ourned until Tuesday, March 24th, 1998."

Madi gan: "You' ve al | heard t he Resol ut i on.

Representative Currie noves for the adoption of t he

Adj our nment  Resol uti on. Those in favor say 'aye'; those
opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it. The Adj our nment
Resolution is adopted. 1Is there anything further to cone

bef ore t he Body? There bei ng not hi ng further,
Representative Currie noves that the House does stand
adj ourned until March 18 at 1:00 p.m in the afternoon,
providing Perfunctory time for the Gerk. Those in favor
say 'aye', those opposed say 'no'. The 'ayes' have it.
The House does stand adjourned until March 18 at 1:00 p.m"
Rossi: "House Perfunctory Session wll cone to order.
I ntroduction and First Reading of House Bills. House Bil

3870, offered by Representative Hartke, a Bill for an Act

concerning public transportation. House Bill 3871, offered
by Representative Hartke, a Bill for an Act to anend the
I11inois H ghway Code. House Bill 3872, offered by
Representative Scott, a Bill for an Act concer ni ng
di stribution of tobacco litigation settlenments. First
Readi ng of t hese House Bills. Comm ttee Reports.

Representative Steve Davis, Chairman fromthe Commttee on
Veterans Affairs, to which the followng Bills wer e

referred, action taken on February 26, 1998, reported the

12
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sane back with the following recommendation: 'do pass
House Bill 2425 and House Bill 2710. There being no further

busi ness, the House Perfunctory Session stands adjourned."

13
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