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Speaker Daniels: 'The House will come to order. The Members will

please be in their chairs. Those not entitled to the floor

will please retire to the gallery. The Chaplain for the

day is Pastor Mark Hamner of St. Luke's Union Church in

Bloomington, Illinois. Pastor Hamner is the guest of

Representative Bill Brady. Our guests in the gallery may

wish to rise for the invocation. Pastor Hamneroo

Pastor Hamner: PLet us unite our hearts in prayer. Oh God,

mightily we pray for wisdom, couraqe and strength to serve

You and Your people faithfully. Continually remind us of

our duty to promote the general welfare, to secure the

blessings of liberty, to see to it that justice and
compassion reign from sea to shining sea, and that the

beautiful resources of a favored land are not only

thankfully received, but also gladly shared with those in

need. We know, oh God, that this vision for us has never

been fully realized, but neither has it been abandoned.

Remind us that it is still significant to the rest of the

world where echoes and adaptations of it are seen in the

revolutions and constitutions of many peoples. It has been

a magnet to our own people, charming it away from slavery

and sweatshops, lynch mobs and vigilante justice, toward
broader opportunity, deeper compassion, fuller equality and

greater justice for all. Oh God, grant us wisdom and

courage for the living of these days. Hear, too, our

prayer for those in this House, across the state and around

the globe who are trouble, sorrow, need, sickness or any

other adversity. May Your everlastinq arms embrace them

with Your compassion, comfort and strength. Grant, oh God,

that these, Your servants, called by Your voice, elected by

Your people, be qranted the simple faith to walk the way

You have set before them, the patience and couraqe to bear
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the burden layed upon them, humility to know that their

authority is but leant by You, and the sure hope of life

with You forever, to whom belongs a1l dignity and

greatness, all majesty and power in both this world and the
one to come. Amen./

Speaker Daniels: HWe'l1 be led in the Pledge of Allegiance by

Representative Bill Brady.''

Brady - et al: NI pledge allegiance to the flag of the United

States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands,

one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for al1.>

Speaker Daniels: 'Ro1l Call for Attendance. Representative Currie

is recognized on the Democratic side of the aisle for any

excused absences.n

Currie: NThank you, Speaker. Please 1et the record show that

Representative Martinez is excused today.o

Speaker Daniels: lThe record will so reflect. Representative

Cross, how o1d is your baby now?'

Cross: Rsix days old, Mr. Speakero?

Speaker Daniels: NAnd could you report to us whether or not all

Members of the House are present on the Republican side?''

Cross: RAII of the Members on the Republican side of the aisle

are here and present and ready to work today. Thank you.p

Speaker Daniels: ''Thank you: Representative Cross. Mr. Clerk,

take the record. There are ll7 Members answering the

quoro..the Roll Call and a quorum is present, and the House

will now come to order. Representative Moore, for what

purpose do you arise??

Moore, A.: RThank you, Mr. Speaker. rise on a point of

personal privilegeo''

Speaker Daniels: Rstate your point./

Moore, A.: wish to report to you this morning that yesterday
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Senate qame, which the House lost 15 to 5,

several of us went for the first time and observed this

game and it seems to be a different qame. Now I know that

16 inch softball is a Chicago game and I'm just a country
girl, but F1o Ciarlo and Representative Pankau and myself

said to ourselves as we looked out there, we said, 'We can

play this game.' Next year we can play this game. can

commit to you that 1 can drop a f1y out there just as

bade..just as good as any guy ever out there. We know,
Representative Currie knows from yesterday watching that

she can get thrown out at first just as easily, and so next
year, we are going to turn around the House Senate game

and we are going to have a lit...a few more women playing

and maybe even a woman coach.'

Speaker Daniels: *Well, as we're preparinq to do our business, we

have a little bit of time before the Clerk's Office is

ready with the Bills, but it seems to me based upon the

score, you couldn't do any worse than the players did!

Representative Morrow, were you one of those ones that

dropped the fly ball out in left field?'

Morrow: >No, Mr. Speaker, l'm a veteran of the wars, the softball

wars in the City of Chicago. I would encourage my female

colleagues to join us, but I want them to think about this.
See my hands, my hands are all mangled from playing 16 inch

softball. So all of you ladies that have your nails nicely

manicured and neat and everything, but we do need you. But

we need to practice first. Senators are qetting younger

and wefre getting older. So, Leader, maybe we might need

you to play with us next year, huh??

Speaker Daniels: >Wel1, Representative Morrow, my observation

from this point is that every woman on the Republican side

has hands that are ready to work. Representative
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Brunsvold, do you want to defend the male population on

their loss of the game?''

Brunsvold: *Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. As coach: as coach

last niqht, guess I take total responsibility for what

happened and, you know, do say that we need to practice a

little, and like to get everybody on the House floor

involved and get out there and see if you can run and throw

the ball. We only had one little injury last night, and I
hate to mention this because Lou Lang pulled a, with a

Jewish individual, a hamstring. I hate to say that, but

yes, we need some work and 1111 take total responsibility

and as far as the...Andy's remarks on the other side of the

aisle and as far as the females are concerned, do have my

hip boots onol

Speaker Daniels: nRepresentative Lachner.e

Lachner: 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As a freshman Member of the

House, I would like to defend our coaching staff. It was

my understanding, and as we all know, most women in the

House are smarter than men. It was my understanding that

the women were the coaching staff yesterday. And we asked

them for advice and I think that if you were to look for

blame or failure or excuses, you would have to go to the

coaching staff that was on the sidelines, cheering us on

and providing us with all the advice as to how catch these

balls. Thank you.?

Speaker Daniels: ORepresentative Schakowsky.?

Schakowsky: 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker. really was trying to be

sympathetic to my male colleagues until I was provoked by

the last speaker, who said that somehow the women who

decided this year to step aside and 1et all of these expert

ball players - we've al1 heard about your prowess in high

school, of course take over and win the game. We...I
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even brought a pom-pom to cheer on the team, which so

gravely di sappointed all of us . Next year , however , we ' 11

be out there . ''

Speaker Daniels : NRepresentat ive . . .Representat ive Stephens , you

sure you want to get into thi s? n

Stephens : %Wel l , I just want to set the record stra i ght , that
the . . ethose who started and played , never mi ssed a

pract ice , Mr . Speaker . Never mi ssed one practice . And I

think that ' s a very good manner in which to determine who

should start . Am I wrong , Gentlemen? Never mi ssed a

pract ice . did you , Lou Lang? No . No # you didn ' t and 1 ' m

proud of you f or i t . O

Speaker Daniels : pHow many pract ices did you have? We f i nally

got our instruct ions f rom the Clerk ' s Of f ice and 1et me

just c lose that debate out by just advi sing you that I am
positive that women members of our baseball team would be a

' substant ial improvement to the embarrassment that you

players brought to the House . And as you al1 enter into

the campaign cycle , 1 hope you ' 11 keep in mind that

sof tball i s a duty of yours to make sure that we return the

trophy to the House next year . Okay , thank you. Mr .

Clerk . announcement . ?

Cler k McLennand : PRules Commi ttee w i 11 meet Thursday , May 16 at

10 : 30 a .m. in the Speaker ' s Conf erence Room. Rules

Commi ttee wi 11 meet at 10 : 30 in the Speaker ' s Conf erence

Room. *

Speaker Daniels : ?Mr . Clerk . . . N

Cler k Mcrzennand : ''Correct i on . Rules Commi ttee wi 11 meet i n the

Majori ty Leader ' s Of f ice at 10 : 30 . The Rules Commi ttee ,

Majori ty Leader ' s Of f ice at 10 : 30 . >
Speaker Daniels : %Mr . Clerk , what i s the status of Senate Bi 11

36 3 ? ?
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Clerk McLennand: lsenate Bill #363 is on the Order of Third

Readinq.''

Speaker Daniels: 'Return that Bill to the Order of Second

Readinq. Mr. Clerk, on page 3 of the Calendar on Senate

Bills - Third Reading appears Senate Bill 1650. Read the

Bill, Mr. Clerk./

Clerk McLennand: Psenate Bill 41650, a Bill for an Act in

relation to Criminal Law. Third Readinq of this Senate

Bil1.N

Speaker Daniels: 'Representative Novak.o

Novak: OWell, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Ladies and Gentlemen of

the House: Senate Bill 1650 amends the Criminal Code and

the Unified Code of Corrections; provides that intermediate

sanctions imposed for multiple or repeat of violations of

the terms and conditions of probation, conditional

discharge or supervision shall include a term of home

detention; makes it a Class I1I felony for a felon and a

Class B misdemeanor for a misdemeanant to knowingly fail to

abide by the terms of home confinement or electronic

monitoring. It also provides that the offender sentenced

for an offense in which a sentence of probation,

conditional discharge or periodic imprisonment is

prohibited by law and shall not receive credit for time

spent in home detention prior to judgement. The Bill
passed unanimously in the Senate. It is supported by the

Illinois State Attorneys' Association and the associations

that represent the probation interests. 1'd be more than

happy to entertain any questions./

Speaker Daniels: ?Is there any discussion? Being none, the

Gentleman, Representative Novak moves for the passage of

Senate Bill 1650. A11 those in favor will signify by

voting 'aye'; opposed by voting 'no'. The voting is open.
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This is final action. Have all voted who wish? Have a1l

voted who wish? Have a11 voted who wish? Take the record,

Mr. Clerk. On this question, there are 114 'aye', 0 voting

'no', 0 voting 'present'. This Bill, having received a

Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. Mr.
Clerk, on page 2 of the Calendar, on the Order of Third

Readings appears Senate Bill 1260. Read the Bill, Mr.

Clerk.a

Clerk McLennand: lsenate Bill 41260, a Bill for an Act making

appropriations to the Department of Corrections. Third

Reading of this Senate Bi1l.%

Speaker Daniels: ORepresentative Ryder.r

Ryder: lThank you, Mr. Speaker. Since the numbers of the

softball game don't add up, neither do the numbers on this

Appropriations Bill. This is merely a vehicle. We need to

move it back across to the Senate in order to keep the

process qoing. Be glad to answer any questions.e

Speaker Daniels: HAny discussion? The Gentleman from Clinton,

Representative Granberq.l

Granberg: pThank you. Will the Gentleman yield??

Speaker Daniels: RHe indicates he wi1l.P

Granberg: RRepresentative Ryder, is there any...ls this a shell

Bill at the current time?n

Speaker Daniels: ORepresentative Ryder.''

Ryder: *Yes.''

Speaker Daniels: 'Representative Biggert in the Chair.'

Speaker Biggert: eRepresentative Granberg.''

Granberg: ''Representative Ryder, it's my understanding Director

Washington was goin: to put money in here for the movie

making department for the Department of Corrections. Is

that correct?o

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative RyderoR
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Ryder: ''No.''

Speaker 3iggert: 'Representative Granberg.o

Granberg: ''Nothing further.''

Speaker Biggert: >Is there any further discussion? The Gentleman

from Macoupin, Representative Hannig.?

Hannig: WYes, thank you, Madam Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield??

Speaker Biggert: >He indicates he willo/

Hannig: llust along the lines of the last questioner,

Representative. I think we were told in Committee, and

certainly know that read in the paper that if we

didn't...if we didn't get a supplemental appropriation on

the Governor's desk by last Friday, that the State Police

were going to cease operations. Now, 1 don't know how we

could pass something today and make effective last

Friday, but my question is what has become the status of

that crisis?''

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Ryder.?

Ryder: NRepresentative, we've already passed that Bill. It's in

the Senate. You and I need to go talk to our Senator about

that, to see what he's doing on that problem. We both know

that he's very interested in the State Police operations,

particularly at the facility in your district. We passed

that supplemental. the Senate would approve I think

that it would meet the néeds of the State Police.n

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Hannig.N

Hannig: PYes: I agree and understand what you're saying, that the

Senate has not taken action, and I guess I#m a little

confused because I have not seen on the one hand where the

Senate has taken the action: but I've not seen on the other

hand where there has been these dire consequences that we

were told about in Committee or even read about in the

paper. And I was hoping maybe you could clarify as the
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spokesman on your side of the aisle on the budget, what's

going on here? Why are the State Police telling us that

they have to have this supplemental by last Friday or

they'll close down operations, and yet, we haven't seen

that to be the case. Has there been some other resolution

that I'm not aware of?o

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Ryder.l

Ryder: pRepresentative, if yourre confused, that's the first step

to understanding. You're making progress and I

congratulate you on that. I believe that the supplemental

is in a position in the Senate, if they were to act on it,

that we'd be able to take care of this matter. I also

believe that the State Police is continuing to find

resources to continue in operation. We're examining those

requests right now, along with lots of others.p

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Hannig.p

Hannig: WYes, I guess, you know, we#re getting to...you know,

we're getting to the question, you know, when these

agencies come in and talk to us, we try to take them at

their word. And when the State Police or any other agency

come in and tell us they got to..that they have to have

this money by absolutely by Friday, and then Friday comes

and goes and they're just crying 'Wo1f' it seems to me,#
Representat ive , that they ' re sett inq up a si tuat ion that ' s

bad f or all of us in thi s Assembly : Democrats and

Republ icans , When We have to begin to quest ion the word of

some of the di rectors that run the execut ive agenc ies . And

T certa inly hope that we could work together in a

bipart i san way to try to make sure that they give us

straightf orward and meaningf ul answers as we go through the

process this year and in years to come . Could 1 ask a

quest ion on another subject? We ' ve voted on and sent over

9
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Speaker's proposal on education, the

substantive Bill that provides for the pe* pupil grants.

I'm still at a loss as to whether or not webre going to

ever see how that $500 million is found in the budget. Are

there plans in your mind that you're aware of to show us

what cuts will be made in what agencies to come up with the

$500 million to fund that proposal?''

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hannig, thatfs very interesting,

but it really doesn't have anything to do with this Bill.

Representative Ryder, do you want to respond to the first

part of that question?''

Ryder: ''I'd be happy to respond. 1 realize this question doesn't

apply to this vehicle, but then neither do my answers so

it's okay. Representative, in the event that we're able to

do that, I'm certain that we would be happy to share with

you a budget that accommodates more money for education.

I've been on the speakin: trail, alon: with you, I might

add, in which we both indicated we wanted to find more

money for education. And : hope that we are able to

accomplish that, but more importantly, in the bipartisan

manner that you discussed. let's you and 1 as a bipartisan

team, after we pass this Bill over to the Senate, walk

together to the Senate to talk to our Senator to find out

they're going to take any action on the supplemental.

In addition, I would suggest to you that when agencies come

to us and ask us to meet a deadline that they impose, that

we should therefore not be critical of those agencies when

we don't meet their deadlines, and they are forced to find

ways internally to meet theirs. believe they come to us

in a truthful fashion. I believe they come to us and

suggest to us, 'This is what we need.' lf we don't meet

those needs, and they are able to accommodate those needs
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in other manners, I don't think that we should necessarily

be critical or to indicate that they are prevaricating in

any sort of way.o

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hannig, your time is just about
to expire.l

Hanniq: /Well, I would just say that webve talked to these
agencies and we've tried to ask them what we call the 'drop

dead dayv' the absolute last day they have to have this

appropriation. We find on this occasion in particular that

I would say that we were mislèad, that we simply were told

that a day was the last absolute, possible day that that

agency could operate without a Supplemental Appropriation.

And the truth is that that day has come and gone and

they've continued to operate. I applaud them for being

able to do but I certainly think that they were not

truthful to us when they gave us that date. And that's my

concern, Representative. No criticism towards you or your

side of the aisle, more to the Executive Branch on giving

us false information concerninq the budget. In general,

this is another one of the proposals on the Republican side

of the aisle to put together a budget that they are

crafting in the back room on their own. Certainly no one

on our side has had any input into this proposal. I would

ask the Members on this side of the aisle to oppose this

proposal and vote 'no'. And if they want to put together a

budget on their side of the aisle, they certainly have the

votes to do but 1 would not encourage any participation

from this side.''

Speaker Biggert: *Mr. Clerk, Committee announcement.l

Clerk McLennand: WRules Committee will meet immediately in the

Majority Leader's Office. Rules Committee will meet

immediately in the Majority Leader's Officeo/
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Speaker Biggert: HFurther discussion? The Representative from

Saline, Representative Phelps.o

Phelps: ''Thank you, Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House. Will the Sponsor yield, please??

Speaker Biggert: >He indicates he wil1.N

Phelps: ''Morning, Representative Ryder. have a question.

have filed an Amendment to this 3i1l that addresses, and

you were talking about addressing needs, and I think we as

a state, especially a project in my district that has a
need. Last year we had indic'ated there was a cost overrun

of the Supermax Prison of $4 million. This year the cost

overrun has grown to 13 million. And I would like to know

if there's anything you could positively respond to my

Amendment on this Bill that would ask for a GRF. And let

me just say this real quick, in the Appropriations
Committee here, and it's my understanding that b0th the

Directors of Capital Development Board and the Corrections,

people indicated that there's nothing that would stand in

the way really of asking for this money to come out of

General Revenue Fund, since it doesn't look like the

Bonding Bill is coming forth. So, that's why I filed the

Amendment. We need to address the cost overrun. I think

you agree. That's part of the needs we...that we have to

address.''

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Ryder.p

Ryder: ORepresentative, your Amendment is not part of the Bill.

You and are both aware of that. I would also suggest

that had your Party voted for the bonding authorization,

that you wouldn't find it necessary to offer that

Amendment, and we could deal with the cost of capital

projects in the state in an affirmative, positive manner.

Since that cooperation did not take place, we're forced,
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again, to accommodate the state.oothe needs of the State of

Illinois as best we can./

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Phelps.''

Phelps: ''Well, I appreciate that. I'm disappointed that not only

is this not a part of the Bill, I know it's in Rules, but I

don't understand why it wouldn't in some form, some other

Sponsor or something, be...addressing the needs of the

state is what you said this Bill's about, and I think we

need to do that. As far as voting for the Bonding Bill,

had we voted for the Bonding Bill, was not a part of it to

begin with, but had we, we'd be cominq back asking for 9

more million than last year, so someone needs to get their

act together on the overruns, first of all. But this is

very important to the state, to get these projects, you

know, finally to fruition, and I think this is somethin:

that pored into Corrections. CDB can happen, we've got the

money in the budget, so 1 would like to do it.e

Speaker Biggert: *Representative Ryder.''

Ryder: HI simply respond as I did earlier. Had we had the

authorization, we could have spent the money. Without the

authorization, there was no bonding money to be spent. And

as a result, the needs of the state have had to be dealt

with on a piecemeal basis. It's not my fault. I sponsored

the Bill. I voted for the Bill. I was prepared to do the

right thinq for the State of Illinois. It's unfortunate

that your Bill's still in Committee to try to do what it is

that you wish, and if you'd let me go to Rules Committee

right now, you know, Ehere mlght be a possibility. So

. let's pass this Bill. Let me go to Rules Committee and

then, we'll see what happens.''

Speaker Biggert: ''The Gentleman from Cook, Representative

Schoenberg.n

13
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Schoenberq: nThank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you: Madam Speaker.

These days the gender issue is a very thorny one around

here, so 1 apologize. I'd just like to address something
that Mr. Ryder said in response to Mr. Phelps, because

think that Mr. Ryder's response to Mr. Phelps on the lack

of cooperation from Democrats in issuing bonds is somewhat

of a red herring. Mr. Ryder may be aware that the Bureau

of the Budget under its statutory authority last week sold

$l7 million without any prior legislative approval. They

did unilaterally. The Bureau of the Budget sold $l7

million for prison related construction. This is an issue

which is very similar to what Mr. Phelps is talking about.

To accuse Democrats of playing politics with the issue and

to suggest that Democrats' lack of cooperation on these

issues is deterring us from public safety, think does an

injustice to the issue, because the Bureau of the Budget

very well could have addressed Mr. Phelps' issues for

prison related construction in a manner that wouldn't

require our approval. If we're not goin: to do it# the

Bureau of the Budget certainly could do it. I've spoken on

the use of certificates of participation, on the lack of

prior legislative oversight and approval before, but this

is a prime example where if Mr. Phelps was indeed obliged

on this and if we were moving forward on other prison

related construction, we should be doing so with the

Legislature's prior approval. Mr. Phelps: his point is

definitely on the mark. To suggest that because we're

withholding votes on our side to do a fiscally prudent

thing, I don't think that really does justice to the issue
of how appropriations are made, and more importantly, how

public safety is ensured here in Illinois. Thank you.ff

Speaker Biggert: OWith no one seeking further recognition,
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Representative Ryder: to close.o

Ryder: nThank you. I would appreciate an affirmative vote, and

in response to the previous speaker, you better check your

information. It wasn't bonding that was sold, certificates

of participation were sold. Bonding authorized bonding

had already been exhausted. So we were forced to do

certificates of participation in order to accomplish the

goal that you are laudin: at this moment. . Everything has a

price tag. If you're not willinq to pay the price, don't

complain about what it is that we have to do. ask your

affirmative vote.''

Speaker Biggert: WThe question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 1260 pass?'

All those in favor vote 'aye'; a1l those opposed vote

'nay'. The voting is open. This is final action. Have

al1 voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have a11

voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this

question, there are 61 'ayes', 50 'noes', 3 votin:

'present' and this Bill, having received a Constitutional

Majority, is hereby declared passed. (Now what?) On page
6 of the Calendar, order of Concurrence appears House Bill

3436. Mr. Clerk, please read the Bi1l.H

Clerk McLennand: 'House Bill #3436, a Motion to Concur has been

approved for consideration.n

Speaker Biggert: 'The Lady from McHenry, Representative Hughes,

is recognized.''

Hughes: ''Yes, Madam Speaker, thank you. What I Want...would like

to do is to move to concur in Senate Amendments 1, 3 and

5, remove Amendment 44 from the concurrence.'

Speaker Biggert: 'okay. The Lady has moved to concur in Senate

Amendments 1, 2, 3 and 5. Proceed, Representative Hughes.''

Hughes: RThank you. Senate Amendment 41 changes the

definitionp..This has to do with school buses stopping at

May l6, 1996
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crossings, whether or not they have children on board. And

changes the term, 'school'...broadens the term, 'school

bus' so that it would include leased vehicles, not just
school buses that are owned and operated by schools. It

does not change the intent at all, but makes it more

inclusive. Amendment 42 provides that other than a bus

driver, a mechanic can inspect the school bus before it

goes out on the pre-trip inspection that's required.

Senate Amendment 43 has to do with the width of vehicles

allowed under the Vehicle Code. There's a current maximum

width for buses is eight feet, six inches. There's an

exemption granted to buses operated wholly within Chicago.

These buses may be six...eight feet, six inches in width on

Chicago interstates and nine feet in width on all other

roads in Chicago. The Amendment removes the exception and

places the width restriction at eight feet, six inches.

There is no opposition to this. Chicago does not have

buses that are in excess of the eight feet, six inches.

And Amendment 45 provides for exempting from the commercial

driver's license provisions part-time township snow plowers

in townships with a population of less than 3 thousand when

the employee is needed to operate the vehicle because the

employee who ordinarily operates it and who has a CDL is

unable to operate it. This is for emergency situations.

It would not apply to the regular employees of the hiqhway

department, only to a temporary employee. And it is 100%

consistent with federal regulations pertainin: to CDL's.

So those are the four Amendments for which I wish to adopt

a Concurrence Motionon

Speaker Biggert: pAnd on that, is there any discussion? The

Gentleman from Clinton, Representative Granbergo''

Granberg: 'Thank you, Madam Speaker. Pursuant to the House
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Rules, I request a division of the question, a Roll Call

vote and a verification on each one it receives the

requisite number of votes. You have refused to allow us to

have verifications. If we have to do this, wefre trying to

work on a bipartisan basis. You have continually rolled

over on us on the rights of every Member of this chamber,

so if we want to do that, we will do this. We'll start

getting partisan again. And the stupid antics that are

going on with the Chair and you're...Let's divide the

question, Roll Call votes, verifications and that's

certainly in the best interests of the people. Let's slow

down the whole process.''

Speaker Bigqert: 'Alright. Mr. Clerk, we'11 start with Amendment

#l. Who would like to discuss Amendment #l? The Gentleman

from Madison, Representative Hoffman.p

Hoffman: *Yes, before begin, I would just like to inquire of
the Chair. Have you acknowledged our right to verification

and are you allowin: a Roll Call vote on each of these?p

Speaker Biqqert: RYes, Representative, we will Roll Call and

verify everything on this Bi11.?

Hoffman: >Wi1l the Sponsor yield??

Speaker Bigqert: 'She indicates she wi1l./

Hoffman: PAnn, what exactly is this Amendment that you want us to

concur on??

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Hughes.?

Hughes: PAmendment 41 replaces the words, 'school bus' With 'bus

that meets all of the special requirements for school buses

in Sections 12-801, 12-803 and 12-805 of the Code.'?

Speaker Biqqert: nRepresentative Hoffman.?

Hoffman: PWhat is the practical effect of that change?''

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hughes.'f

Hughes: PThe practical effect of that change is that not only the
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long yellow bus that transports students would be subject

to this requirement, but that other vehicles who are used

as school buses would also have to comply./

Speaker Bigqert: eRepresentative Hoffman.e

Hoffman: 'It's my understanding that the Amendment itself says,

'A bus that meets al1 the special requirements for school

buses in Sections 12-801, 12-803 and 12-805 of the Code.'

What are the ex...What...Cou1d you 9o tbrougb each of tbose

Sections and please tell me what those special requirements

are?/

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Hughes./

Hugbes: *1 don't have those Sections.n

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Hoffman.?

Hoffman: RSo you're going...Youdre asking us to vote on a Bill

that you don't even know what it does. Section 12-801,

what's that do??

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Hughes./

Hughes: do not have those Sections in front of me. What this

does was...mean it would apply to chartered vehicles,

leased vehicles, in addition to reqular school buses. That

is what it does.'

Speaker Bigqert: lRepresentative Hoffman.p

Hoffman: /12-803, what does that do?rr

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Hughesop

Hughes: *1 have answered the question to the extent that I can.?

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Hoifman.?

Hoffman: 012-805, What does that do?/

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Huqhes.''

Hughes: Osame response.''

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Hoffman.p

Hoffman: ''So, for the record, you just don't know. lt's my
understanding that you're trying to change the definition
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of school bus. We all know about the tragedies that have

occurred. That's why think it's incumbent upon us to

make sure that we aren't accidentally reducing the

requirements of school buses to stop at railroad crossings.

You have to necessarily know and understand what goes on in

Sections 12-801, 12-803 and 12-805 to know what the 3ill

does. Because what you're doinq is you're taking out the

word 'school' and changing it to 'bus that meets all the

special requirements for school busesf in those Sections.

So the concern is obviously by making.o.making reference to

specific Sections, are you actually reo..and not intendedly

(sic intentionally), but actually reducing the number of

vehicles that have to stop at the crossings? The generic

term, 'school bus', I would assume was always viewed as not

the big yellow bus, I wouldn't think, but just generically
as people that carry children generically, whether they're

going to school or not...other places. So the concern is

what do those Sections do, Representative? We can't tell

what the Bill does without knowin: what Sections 12-801,

12-803 and 12-805 do. So what do they do?l

Speaker Biggert: Rnepresentative Hugheso''

Hughes: Pschool bus, by definition, is a vehicle used to

transport students for certain activities, including

nursery, primary and secondary public and private schools.

It does not include chartering of those same vehicles for

other events. What this Amendment does is make the

requirement that they stop apply to the broader definition

of...tWhere's my Amendment here?) 'a bus that meets a11 the

special requirements for school buses' in those Sections.

Not only a school bus transporting for primary, secondary

and nursery school, but for other events, field trips, et

cetera, that may be a chartered vehicle.n
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Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Hoffman.e

Hoffman: *Well, I got the Statute. 1'11 do your work for you.

12-801 is regarding the color of the school bus. So it

says that this would have to meet the color requirements

that.are in 12-801; 12-803 is in regard to the stop

sign...stop signal arm. It sayG, 'Each school bus shall be

equipped with a stop signal arm on the driver's side.' Now

what you're saying is you're saying that in order for a bus

to have to stop at a railroad crossing, all these things

must be present. All these things must be present. In

other words, it has to have a stop signal arm. ls that

right? The problem is by doing that, if the stop signal

arm is knocked off, if the bus would happen to be painted a

different color, then the requirements are out the window.

And you won't have to stop at the railroad crossing:

because you're not meeting the requirements that you are

superimposing into this Bill. don't think that that's

what you want to do. That's not what you want to do at

al1.>

Speaker 3iggert: RRepresentative Hughes.f

Hughes: OBuses can't operate unless they meet those conditions.

So what this Bill does is include more buses under the

requtrement that they stop. Buses can't operate to

transport children unless they meet those requirements.'

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hoffman, I've given you an extra

minute. If you could bring it to a close.M

Hoffman: %Well, what if the 12-805 says there has to be special

lighting? What if the special lighting does not exist?

What if the arm is not on there? You're saying then they

don't have to stop because it's not meeting..oit's not

meeting, the way the 3ill is drafted, because youfve taken

out the generic definition of school bus and you've put in
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these special Sections. If the special Sections aren't

met, then they don't have to stop at the railroad crossing.

It's a technical flaw. 1 understand your intent, but you

have to read the Bill and you have to understand what your

Bill is doing now. I1m not being mean, 1'm just tellin:
you the truth.,

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Langmo

Lanq: ''Thank you. Will the Sponsor yield?>

Speaker Biggert: nshe indicates she will.e

Lanq: ''Representative: is there anything in here that comes out

of the sub...the Committee, the Counties and Townships

Committee that you chaired after the school bus-train

traqedy in Fox River Grove?p

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Hughes.?

Hughes: *This Amendment is a result of input that was brought

forward by the School Transportation Association.*

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Lang.f

Lang: OSo there's nothing in here that comes out of that

Committee that you chaired, that you allowed me to sit on,

which I appreciate. ls fhere anything, anywhere in any

Bill wefre going to deal with this year that comes out of

that Committee and that testimony that we heard??

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Hughes.e

Hughes: ''This did come out of that Committee. It was not brought

up at that Committee, but was brought up by parties who

were involved in that hearing, in the discussions that have

transpired since that hearing, so its ioundation was in

that hearing.p

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Lang.''

Hughes: >That applies to this Amendment and a1l...P

Lang: ''Anything going to come up in this Bill

belts on school buses?/

regarding seat
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Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hughes.''

Hughes: NNo.*

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Lang.?

Lang: 'Would it surprise you to know that a Bill reqarding real

safety on school buses, seat belts, is still in the Rules

Committèe? Would that surprise you at all?n

Speaker Bigqert: 'Representative Hugheso'

Hughes: /1 think that's a debatable question./

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Lang.f'

Lang: *Well, I don't know what part is debatablep whether

Would surprise you or whether it was in the Rules

Committee. Al1 I asked you was, would it surprise you to

know it's still in the Rules Committee?''

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Huqhes.?

Hughes: lThe definition of the Bill is what is debatable./

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Lang, any further questions?f

Lang: pWell, no, just a comment, Madam Speaker.N
Speaker Biggert: ''To the Bil1.''

Lang: NYeah, right, that's what the comment's about, to the Bill.

Thank you. The Counties and Townships Committee met after

the busoooschool bus - train accident in Fox River Grove

and heard much testimony about a 1ot of different issues.

don't see anything coming out of that Committee. I don't

see real bus safety coming out of that Committee. I don't

see real train safety coming out of that Committee. There

was substantial testimony at that Committee on the issue of

seat belts on school buses. I can tell you that my

constituents are for seat belts on school buses, and if you

would talk to your constituents, they would be for seat

belts on school buses. My problem with the fact that that

issue is still in the Rules Committee is that we can't even

get it on the floor for a debate. We cana't even get it to
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a committee for a debate. That's what's been going on here

this year, not only on seat belts on school buses, but on

Fund Education First, on real truth in sentencinq, on every

other kind of issue we discussed on this floor. In these

kinds of circumstances we're always talking about why that

Bill's still in the Rules Committee. This 3ill should not

be in the Rules Committee; many 3ills should not be and it

would bea..it would be a nice day on the floor of this

House if some of the Chairs in some of the committees that

should be hearing these Bills would step forward and say,

'You know, it's time we had a real debate on these issues',

and not just throw Amendments at the House Members that
come out of the Senate. So, I really don't know how I'm

voting on this Concurrence Motion: but I'm a little peeved

at the process that would keep real Bills that do real

things to save children's ltves in tbe Rules Committee and

do not even allow the Members of the House of

Representatives to debate them, 1et alone pass themop

Speaker Biggert: WThe Gentleman from Washington, Representative

Deering.H

Deerinq: oThank you, Madam Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?o

Speaker Biggert: lshe indicates she will.o

Deering: pRepresentative, did 1 hear in your debate remarks that

we can utilize school...should this Amendment pass or we

concur with this Amendment, we can utilize school buses for

the transportation of kids, but We could no longer charter

them out for other uses or other purposes?l'

Speaker Bigqert: ''Representative Huqhes.''

Hughes: >No, you did not. This Amendment expands by the changing

in wording, expands the vehicles that would fall under the

requirement that they stop, look and listen prior to

crossing a railroad track whether or not they have children
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on board. It was brought to us by the School

Transportation Association, is unopposed, has had unanimous

votes in the Senate Committee on the Senate floor and in

the House Transportation Committee yesterday.?

Speaker Bigqert: ''Representative Deering.e

Deering: *So it expands the type of vehicle, whether it's a

school bus or a specially equipped van for hauling

passengers or any kind of a vehicle that would haul school

children and other passengers or just pertain to school
children??

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Hughes.''

Hughes: Pschool buses hauling school children, not a commercial

vehicle that is hauling the public at large.,

Deering: 'Thank you.''

Speaker Biggert: 'The Gentleman from McHenry, Representative

Skinner.?

Skinner: eMadam Speaker, I rise to a quasi point of personal

privilege.?

Speaker Bigqert: 'Proceed. State your...state your.p.quasi point

of privileqe.o

Skinner: ?We11, it's not.oolt's really quasi...l mean it's as

much on point as the Floor Leader from the Democrats

comments were. There may be a time to consider seat belts

on buses, but this is not it. The time to consider seat

belts on buses is after the National Traffic Safety Board

issues its report. NoW I've told the Gentleman in private

and we my as well put on the record, the State Police

crime folks took blood samples of every drop of blood they

could find on that bus. They are going to do their best to

figure out whether seat belts would have saved lives or

would not have saved lives. Now is abundantly clear

that there were several children that would be dead today
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that are not dead had they had their seat belts on in that

bus. So I think the Gentleman has a subject that deserves
to be discussed, but it seems to me that the General

Assembly ouqht to act...ought to wait until we have the

best evidence available to advise us on what to do. In the

meantime, he knows what the remedy is. He can go lobby

every local school board. And if the local school boards

follow his school board's example, theyfll be seat belts on

every bus in the State of Illinois. Thank you for your

indulgence, Madam Speaker.p

Speaker Biggert: PThank you, Representative. The Gentleman from

Dupage, Representative Biqgins.''

Biggins: RYes, I...Thank you, Madam Speaker and Ladies and

Gentlemen of the House. The seat belt discussion reminds

me that..vof the discussion I had with a bus driver, who

told me that if we were serious in mandatinq that seat

belts be on buses, would we also be serious in making sure

that the people riding the buses would be belted? I said,

'We1l, presume we'd do that.' Knd he said, 'Wel1, I'm a

bus driver. What would I do if somebody takes their seat

belt off?' And I said, '1 suppose you'd have to stop the

bus and make them go put their seat belt on.' He said,

'Well, we have trouble keeping them érom fighting and

chewing gum and pulling on the windows, so how would I stop

them if they took their belt off or another rider took

their belt ofi, 1'd have to stop the bus every time.'

said, 'Well, maybe yourd have to do that, if that was in

the Bill. Otherwise you'd be guilty of a violation.' So

he said, to whîch he said, 'Well, these kids may never get

home. They may be out so late at night: they couldn't do

their homework.' This is an anti-homework piece of

legislation; it's an anti-family piece...proposal that is
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so big government. What's next? Belts on motel beds so

that nobody falls out of bed at night? Come on, the other

side of the aisle, get big government out of heree,

Speaker Biggert: RThank you. There being no further discussion,

Representative Hughes, to close on Senate Amendment #1.*

Hughes: fEnough's been said. I urge a 'yes' vote. Thank you.*

Speaker Biggert: PThank you. The question is, 'Shall the House

concur with Senate Amendment 41 to House Bill 34367' Al1

those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; all those opposed

signify by votinq 'nay'. The voting is open. Have a1l

voted who wish? Have a1l voted who wish? Have all voted

who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. Mr.

. . .Representative Lang or Representative Granberg, would

you persist in your verification?/

Lang: /We do not, but we thank you for acknowledging that we had

asked for one. That's the only reason my light was on.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.l

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Lang. On this question, there

are ll6 voting 'aye', 0 voting 'nay' and 0 voting

'present', and the House does concur with Senate Amendment

l to House Bill 3436. Proceeding to Senate Amendment 42 on

House Bill 3436. Representative Hughes.''

Huqhes: lThank you, Madam Speaker. Senate Amendment 42 provides

that a person other than a bus driver may perform a

pre-trip school bus inspection as prescribed by the

Department of Transportation. This was suggested by IDOT.

Current law states that the school bus driver, each day

that the bus is operated, shall make a pre-trip inspection.

This suggestion of IDOT clarifies that another person, such

as a mechanic, may perform the pre-trip inspection, subject
by...to rule by IDOT. There is no opposition. It passed

the Committee in the Senate on a 10-0 vote. It passed the
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Senate unanimously. It passed Committee yesterday on a

Motion to Concur unanimously. I urge a 'yes' vote. Thank

yOu.O

Speaker Biggert: ''Thank you. And on this question, is there

discussion? The Gentleman from Cook, Representative Lang.N

Lang: 'Thank you. Wi11 the Sponsor yield?/

Speaker Biggert: Nshe indicates she will.@

Lang: 'Representative, you're going to leave this up to IDOT to

determine what other people, other than the drivers, can do

these inspections?n

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hugheso''

Hughes: 'Thatfs correct.o

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Lang.o

Lang: OWhat is the policy consideration behind allowin: IDOT to

do this rather than the General Assembly specifying who

might do this?''

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Huqhesa?

Hughes: NI think where it's appropriate, this Body should set

general policy and leave it to administration to implement

that policy. These rules would be implementation. The

policy that this Amendment reflects is that tbere are in

many school districts those who are more qualified to do

this pre-inspection than a school bus driver, such as a

mechanic that is there full time, and this would allow for

that.?

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Lang.''

Lang: *We1l# then why don't we simply say 'mechanic' or somebody

who has knowledge of the mechanics of a bus? What if...

What would your response be next Session if IDOT this fall,

if this Bill should become law, decides that the PTA

President can inspect school buses?''

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Hugheson
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Hughes: 'Q think we would deal wlth that and I think that IDOT

would...should be held accountable and some one should

perhaps be fired ior not implementing this in...with the

professionalism that they ought to have and I believe do

have.p

Speaker Biggert: HRepresentative Langoo

Lang: >Well, shouldn't we at least have some restrictions in here

to require that IDOT do this by rule, but they at a minimum

restrict that rule to people that have certain mechanical

knowledge about a bus?''

Speaker Biqqert: 'Representative Hugheso''

Hughes: ''I am confident that if IDOT does not develop a rule that

is totally in keeping with the intent of this Amendment,

that JCAR will make certain that in the end, the rule is

appropriate. So it will, in the end, be dealt with

legislativelya?

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Lang.p

Lang: *Well, Representative, do you believe that there are other

areas of state policy that we should just make general
guidelines and allow our state agencies and JCAR to decide

the actual guts, the actual workings of these policies? Or

don't we have a responsibility to set full and complete

policy on the floor of this House?''

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Hugheso?

Hughes: f'I suspect that each and every one of us would suqgest

that there is legislation that goes too far into

administration and that there is administration that goes

too far into policy. There are probably l18 different

definitions as to how that would be dealt with in the end.''

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Lang.p '

Lang: eWould you not agree with me that allowing JCAR and agency

departments to make their own rules as they go along cedes
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power to them, at least in certain

circumstances, and that we do it too often.''

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hughes.''

Hughes: /1 believe that IDOT doing the rule-making for this

Amendment is appropriate, that it would be subjected to
JCAR and that is appropriate, and that is the issue that is

before us.'

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Lang.?

Lang: nNothing further.l

Speaker Biqgert: NThank you. There being no further discussion,

Representative Hughes, to close.l

Hughes: pAgain, think it's fully explained. urge a 'yes'

vote. Thank you.f

Speaker Biggert: pThe question is, 'Shall the House concur with

Senate Amendment 2, to House Bill 34367' A1l those in

iavor signify by voting 'aye'; all those opposed signify by

voting 'nay'. The voting is open. Have all voted who wish?

Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish?

Representative Lang. Mr. Clerk, take the record.

Representative Lang, do you persist in your request for a

verification??

Lang: Ponce again, Madam Speaker, we will withdraw our request,

but do appreciate your acknowledging it.e

Speaker Biggert: PThank you. On this question, there are ll3

voting 'aye', 0 voting 'nay', 0 votin: 'present' and the

House does concur with Senate Amendment 42 to House Bill

3436. Senate Amendment 43 to House Bill 3436.

Representàtive Hughesoo

Hughes: *Thank you. Senate Amendment 43 is at the request of

IDOT. It removes an exception that applies only to the

City of Chicago, which would allow nine buses...vehicles

nine feet in width to be on Chicago roads. The reason for

29



STATE OF ILLINOIS
89TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE

132nd Legislative Day May l6, 1996

this request is that IDOT has been notified by the Federal

Highway Administration that nine foot wide buses will not

be allowed on the newly instituted national highways

system. That system includes state and primary routes and

city streets in Chicago as well as interstate highways.

The City of Chicago does not use nine foot buses; and

therefore, this does not create a problem for them, and it

makes our Statute consistent with federal law. There is no

opposition. It passed the Senate Committee on a unanimous

vote, the Senate on a unanimous vote and the Transportation

Committee yesterday for Concurrence on a unanimous vote.'

Speaker Biggert: ''And on this question, is there' any discussion?

The Gentleman from Cook, Representative LangoR

Lang: PThank you. Will the Sponsor yield?o

Speaker Biggert: Nshe indicates she wi1l.''

Lanq: nRepresentative, you indicated that the purpose of this

Amendment is to conform Illinois 1aw with federal law. ls

that correct?/

Speaker Biggert: HRepresentative Hughes.l

Hughes: OYes, that's correct.?

Speaker Biggert: eRepresentative Langof

Lang: pWe1l then, would you like to put an Amendment on here to

take care of the motor voter fiasco so that lllinois law

can conform with federal 1aw there as we11?''

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Hughes.?

Hughes: HThe issueoooThe issue before us is the Federal Highway

Administration.>

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Lang, we are strayinq a bit.

Proceed.''

Lang: ''Wel1, no, you see, Madam Speaker, this isnlt straying at

all. The Sponsor indicated that the purpose of this

legislation is to make sure that the State of Illinois
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complies with all iederal requlations and that our laws

comply with al1 those nasty federal laws that come down

here, all those terrible federal mandates. And I think it

was perfectly fair to ask the Sponsor if she's got any

other plans to have Illinois comply with other federal

mandates. I still haven't gotten an answer, maybe could

9et one now. How about it, hub?l

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Hughes, do you have a response?l

Hughes: /1 believe the Representative re-stated my response in

difierent words, which expanded greatly. This Amendment

would put IDOT in compliance and our statutes in compliance

with the Federal Highway Administration's newly instituted

national highway system. Going beyond tbat, as suggested,

would probably create an issue oj qermaneness and be thrown

out of court, as we have seen recentlyo?

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Lang.n

Lang: /We1l actually, we could make the title of this Bill to

have lllinois law comply with federal law. And in fact,

Madam Speaker, we could have a very long list of these

where Illinois has not done what they're supposed to do

under al1 sorts of federal guidelines. That would

certainly be germane, and I think we ought to do that at

the earliest possible time. And I know, Madam Speaker, you

would agree with me on this as well. Thank you.''

Speaker Bigqert: >No one seeking recognition: Representative

Hughes, to close.'

Huqhes: ask for a 'yes' vote. Thank you.l

Speaker Biggert: eThe question is, 'Shall the House concur with

Senate Amendment #3 to House Bill 34367r All those in

favor signify by voting 'aye'; a11 those opposed signify by

voting 'nay'. The voting is open. Have all voted who

wish? Have al1 voted who wish? Have all voted who wish?
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Representative Lang, would you

like to proceed with your verification?n

Lang: ''No, Madam Speaker, we do not, but we do appreciate the

courtesy in recognizing the fact that we asked for a

verification. Thank you so much./

Biggert: ''Thank you, Representative. On this question,

there are 1l6 voting 'aye'; 0 voting 'nay' and 0 voting

'present', and the House does concur with Senate Amendment

43 to House Bill 3436. On Senate Amendment 45 to House

Speaker

Bill 3436. Representative Hughes.e

Hughes: ''Thank you, Madam Speaker. Senate Amendment 45 contains

language exempting from commercial drivers' licenses,

CDL's, exemption for part-time township snow plowers in

townships of a population less than 3 thousand residents

when the employee is needed to operate the vehicle because

the employee of the township or road district, who

ordinarily operates the vehicle and who has a commercial

driver's license, is unable to operate the vehicle. This

Amendment was adopted unanimously to House Bill 3677. It

was adopted unanimously for concurrence in Transportation

Committee yesterday, passed the Senate Committee

unanimously, passed the House (sic Senate) unanimously.

is an exemption which reflects 100% consistently the

federal laws and regulations relative to commercial

drivers' licenses.?

Speaker Biggert: ''And on this question, is there any discussion?

The Representative from Madison, Representative Hoffman.H

Hoffman: HYes, will the Sponsor yield??

Speaker Biggert: ''She indicates she will.''

Hoffman: *lt's my understanding that the township officials are

proponents of this Bill. Is that right?n

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Hughes.''
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Hughes: ''That is correct. Township officials are proponents.

There are no known opponents.?

Speaker Biggert: MRepresentative Hoifman.l

Hoffman: NAnd essentially, what this would do is it would ensure

that...lt would ensure that people who work like in the

small townships, they don't have to have the CDL

requirement when there is an emergency. Is that what it

does? (Is that this onel?'

Speaker Biggert: DRepresentative Hugheso'

Hughes: 'That is correct. If there is an emergency due to

illness or due to a weather emergency, these would be

temporary individuals, correctoR

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Hoffman.l

Hoffman: pDoes this in any way jeopardize our standing with the
Federal Government and our compliance with the federal

law?''

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Hughes.p

Hughes: ''I believe that I've already made that clear that this is

consistent with the federal exemptions.''

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Hoffman./

Hoffman: *Wel1, I'm very pleased that this is...I think this is a

good Bill. I think it's going to help small communities;

it's going to help small townships. I think that township

officials and a11 the organizations who have worked so hard

on this have done a wonderful job. And I would certainly

like to commend the Sponsor for doing a wonderful job on
this Amendment./

Speaker Biqgert: ''Thank you. The Gentl:man from Washington,

Representative Deering./

Deering: WThank you, Madam Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?R

Speaker Biggert: ''She indicates she will.'

Deering: oRepresentative, you said this is consistent with the

33



STATE OF ILLINOIS
89TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATB

132nd Legislative Day May 16, 1996

federal exemption. Are there any requirements that an

individual has to meet in order to drive a vehicle

requiring a CDL license? mean, if there is an emergency,

can we just pull anybody off the street or anybody off the
farm or out of the town and put them in this vehicle?'

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Hughes.o

Huqhes: PThey have to be licensed to drive the vehicle. I mean

that's...We aren't changing anything in that regardoe

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Deering.f

Deering: >So they have to be licensed to drive a vehicle, which

could be a car or a pick-up truck. What if they have no

idea about how to drive a tandem axel truck or a two ton

truck using a snowplow or something like that. Are we just
going to say now because it's supposedly deemed an

emergency, we're going to be able to put someone behind the

wheel?H

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hughes.R

Hughes: PThey would have to have the appropriate class of license

for the vehicle that they are driving. lt would not apply

to an individual such as myself, who has whatever class my

license is that entitles me to drive a car or a pick-up

truck. It would not allow me to drive this vehicle in an

emergency situation. It would allow only those who have

the appropriate class of license for the vehicle that's

being driven - as is the 1aw now.''

Speaker Bigqert: ''Representative Deering.p

Deering: rWe11, the requirement right now is if you're going to

drive a certain class of vehicle, you've got to have a

CDL.P

Speaker Biggert: eRepresentative Hughes.*

Deering: ''So mean you're saying...'f#

Speaker Biggert: ''Proceed Representative Deering. I'm sorry.#
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thought you were finishedoR

Deering: nSo, you're saying you have to have a certain

classification of license, well, we're giving an exemption

for that classification.'

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Hughes.e

Hughes: fThe CDL is an additional license on top of other

licenses. And this applies to very narrowly defined

situationse*

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Deering.''

Deering: lWhat's the other classification of license that you can

have that would let you drive a tandem axel truck or a semi

down the road without having a CDL? Tell me what the

classifications are?/

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Hughesop

Hughes: PWefre trying to get the answer for you, Representativeal

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Deeringo*

Deering: Hokay, since you're looking for the answer, have

another question. in an emergency purpose, I'm put in

one of these vebicles that drive down the road and I don't

have a CDL, under what level of blood alcohol will I be

legally allowed or permitted to drive this vehicle? Is

.l? Is it .04 or is it zero tolerance?''

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hughes.''

Hughes: Hokay, B, none CDL is the answer to your first question.

Your second question is under what blood alcohol content

would be legal Without a CDL or with a CDL?P

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Deeringo/

Deering: you grant an exemption tor someone to drive a

vehicle without a CDL, what if they've been drinkingo.ol

Speaker Biggert: lproceed, I've given you another minute.p

Deering: >What if they've been drinking somewhere throughout the

day and they have alcohol in their system. What level of
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driveapwill they be legally deemed to

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Hughes.''

Hughes: understand now. If you are arrested or stopped, the

legal limit under a CDL is .04.11

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Deering.e

Deering: /1 understand that. Wepre giving an exemption for CDL

here. So, you don't fall under, with the exemption, you

don't fall under the CDL classification. So at what legal

limit will you be allowed to drive that vehicle?'

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hughes.o

Hughes: OYou would be allowed...You would... .l, yeah, .l, but

you could still be pulled over no matter what your blood

alcohol content is in either situation.?

Speaker Biggert: lThe Gentleman from Bureau, Representative

Mautino.?

Mautino: H(Okay.) Thank you. Will the Sponsor yield?e

Speaker Biggert: 'She indicates she will.'

Mautino: 'Representative, just to clarify some of the...some of
the points in the Bill here. You're saying that we are

waiving the CDL requirements, but in another statement you

said that anyone whose..oanyone who has a license for that

class vehicle would fall under this cateqory, so what other

classification is there??

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Hughes.o

Hughes: ''The... The... >

Speaker Biggertl PRepresentative Hugbes.'ï

Hughes: ''You have to have the underlyinq Class B license. That

is not waived.''

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Mautino.f

Mautino: Punder current law, can you...can you drive a tandem

vehicle, ior example, a township dump truck with a v-plow

on it, with a 'B' license?''
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Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Hughes./

Hughes: PYou have to have the B license to drive that vehicle

under current law.p

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative MautinooO

Mautino: >It doesn't say that in the Bill. Are you specifying

'B' license? doesn't say anythin: about a specification

in the language of the Bill.n

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Huqhes.''

Hughes: RWe are not changing any specifications for licensing for

any drivers that are currently law, except for the CDL

provision. And that is in a manner consistent with federal

regulations, applying only to part-time township or road

district employees who are filling in in an emergency or

for an ill person who normally would have that CDL.?

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Mautino.''

Mautino: ONow as far as the, um, now I#m just qoing to look at
this from a liability standpoint, too. Because what we are

talking about taking the most dangerous driving conditions,

you know, it's 11 o'clock at night. There's been four

inches of snow. You're going to take a person who doesn't

have the Commercial Driver's License: put them in a vehicle

with a five speed split axel transmission and a snowplow

and send them down city streets where you've got people's

personal property parked on either side. So is there any

question towards liability? Is a township going to have

additional liability for putting someone under or behind

that wheel that maybe would not be qualified to hold a

license to drive that vehicle?p

Speaker Biggert: WRepresentative Hugheso*

Hughes: PWhether or not an individual has a CDL does not in and

of itself say that that an individual will not be

intoxicated in the vehicle. That is the responsibility of
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his supervisor in hirinq and in managing his employees.''

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Mautino.''

Mautino: *1 don't think I mentioned anything about intoxicated,

it was in that line of questioning. My question isr

suppose he qets in there, doesn't know how to run a 5 speed

split axel transmission and hits a car or something.

mean he's not..osomething you would normally have the CDL

for, a large piece of equipment.o

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Hughes.p

Hughes: RStill...He still has the underlying Class 5 license,

which says he is competent to drive that type of vehicle.'

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Mautino.l

Mautino: Wlust a quick parliamentary procedure...procedural

question. Is this...of the Parliamentarian, is this

Amendment in order since we've nonconcurred onpo.they're

planning on nonconcurrence on 447/

Speaker Biggert: *Representative, it is in order. We are going

to, after the...proceed on this Motion and then do a

nonconcurrence. Further discussion? The Gentleman from

Jackson, Representative Bost.n

Bost: pThank you, Madam Speaker. Members of the House, to the

Bill. The...to the Amendment. The Amendment, the thing

tbat we need to realize is that wben CDL licenses are put

into place, when a person receives a CDL license, they

still do take the test to drive each one of these vehicles,

but they're non-commercial licensed. Still what We do do,

we take and put other requirements down on these employers,

in this case, the township, and we require them to keep

records that are very appropriate for over the road

trucking companies and trucking companies and everything

like that, but they are very inappropriate when youfre

talking about the small amount of drivin: that these
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employees do when we have to keep that mass amount of

records for ev:ry employee, when you're only using these

employees a couple times of year in many of the counties

and when we bring the snowplows out. This keeps down on

the amount of paperwork being required of them and the cost

to them. In no way does it make...allow us to put a driver

in these vehicles that is not certified to drive and

qualified to drive the vehicle. They still have to be

qualified to drive that vehicle. And I would move.. .l

would support the Bill.>

Speaker 3iggert: NThe Gentleman from Kankakee, Representative

Novakeff

Novak: PYes, Madam Speaker, yield my time to Representative

Terry Deeringal

Speaker Biggert: pThank you, Representative. Proceed,

Representative Deeringol

Deering: ''Thank you, Madam Speaker. Representative, to continue

or carry on the line of questioning that we were talking

about. I asked the question about the blood alcohol level

in a person drivin: with this exemption. You said they

could drive at .l; however, they could still be stopped,
pulled over, checked out, whatever the case may be. So

tell me then, why should we 1et people drive these vehicles

when we have a CDL classification where a driver of a semi

or a driver of a tandem or a second or third or fourth

division vehicle, whatever the case may be, has to be under

.04, and he or she is drivins someday and gets

stopped...gets stopped and blows a .05. They lose their

CDL license. Now you know we all deal with these problems

everyday in our district offices. We're goinq to take away

the chance for them to support their families, but yet

we're going to let someone go out here, who probably
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doesn't know the roads or what to do in an emergency

situation, and say, 'Oh, that's okay. You can drive at

.01. ' Why do we wabnt to allow that to happen'?'

Speaker Biggert : nRepresentat ive Hughes . >

Hughes : N I n terms of the ri sk that i s created by the driver , what

i s . . .hi s blood count . . . The number that he tests at doesn f t

determine whether hi s . . .he is . . . act ivi ty i s saf e or not

safe . 1 t is merely a presumpt ion that can be ref uted in

court as to whether he i s driving drunk or not . The people

who are dr ivinq wi thout a CDL are , on occasion there wi 11

be years when no one would f a1l under that qual i f icat ion in

these townships . The CDL qual i f icat ion imposes the

record-keeping ref erenced earl ier , imposes certa in rules in

terms of test ing . 1 t does not remove in any way the

responsibi l i ty of the township to have appropr iately

trained and competent individuals on the highway and to

protect the saf ety of the res idents of thei r township. O

Speaker Biggert : 'Representat ive Deer ing . ?

Deer ing : ''But , according to tllis Amendment , we' re not talking

about appropriately trained and competent people , we ' re

talk ing about pull ing people of f the street in a so-called

emergency to dr ive a CDL divi sion vehicle at an alcohol

limi t of You just said the alcohol l imi t , and correct
me i f I mi sunderstood your statement , but you said the

alcohol l imi t doesn ' t mean nothin: ; .04 doesn ' t mean

nothing . I t # s just the basi s to where we go . Now we have
a representat ive here f rom the Secretary of State ' s Of f ice .

Maybe she should come over and help you answer thi s

quest ion . Are you tell ing me then that my local semi

d iver who lost hi s license because he or she blew a . 05 ,r

they should get thei r license back because it was merely a

mi sunderstanding or didn ' t really impai r the person ' s
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ability to operate that vehicle?l

Speaker Bigqert: nRepresentative Hughes.*

Hughes: did not speak accurately or clearly. Noy I'm not

suggesting that. That is a condition of that CDL license,

that he not exceed .04, and that he not be stopped and

tested and exceed at .04. That's not a guarantee that he

won't be a .2 and not be stopped.p

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Deering.''

Deering: NI understand that, Representative, but so we understand

each other on the .04 level, but now we're saying, wefre

giving a CDL exemption so an individual can drive one of

these upper division vehicles at a .l. Why the two tiered

system?p

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Hughes.''

Hughes: can't explain why the Federal Government set up its

rules the way it did. If the person who does not have the

CDL has a .4, a .5... a .04, a .05 or a .21, if he is in an

accident and has an injury, the consequences of that are
goin: to be identical relative to his employability. That

is the job of his supervisor: To assure that he is fit and
able on the road, irrespective of whether he has a CDL or

not.p

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Deering.?

Deerinq: /1 have two short questions. 1'11 try to finish real

quick. Number 1, does the Secretary of State's Office

support increasing the blood alcohol content for drivers of

CDL division vehicles? Cause we're raising it to .0l in

these emergency situations. So is the Secretary of State's

Office in support of that?r

Speaker Biggert: *Representative Hughes./

Hughes: lThe Secretary of State's Office is neutral on this

Bill.N

May l6, 1996
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Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Deering.n

Deering: pFinal question, if this Bill goes to Conference, would

you put an Amendment in or amend it to keep the level at

.047 If you would do that, I would take away my opposition

to this Amendment.?

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Hughes.''

Hughes: ''1f the Bill goes to Conference, would I put an Amendment

in to say that they lose their license if they're .04? Is

that what you're...ls that what you're asking?''

Speaker Biqqert: eRepresentative Deering.''

Deering: >No, I want you to put an Amendment in saying that we'll

grant the CDL exemption, but they still have to be .04 or

below, just like every other CDL classified driver in the
State of Illinois.*

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Hughes.p

Hughes: WThat would be...That would be up to the Sponsor of this

Amendment. There is no opposition to this Amendment, and I

believe that would be a preemption of the federal

requlations in this reqardop

Speaker Bigqert: PThe Gentleman from Grundy, Representative

Spangler./

Spangler: *Thank you, Madam Chairman (sic - Speaker), Ladies and

Gentlemen of the House. To the Bill, to the Amendment.

We've heard a lot of dialogue and a lot of confusing issues

here that virtually have no impact on what we're talking

about at hand. We're talking about a township or a road

district with less than 3 thousand population having the

ability to have somebody that's fully competent, iully

trained in a snow emergency to be able to operate that

snowplow, so that we can 9et fire trucks, fire emergency

apparatus, ambulances and what have you out to our rural

constituents. 1'm a township trustee, and I can assure you
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that no one gets behind the wheels of these vehicles that's

incompetent or impaired, particularly in a situation where

they have to go out and their lives are at stake when

they're pushing the snow and there's ditches and a lot of

ground cover. You can't see where youfre at. I rise in

strong support of this Amendment, and I would hope that we

would all concur on it. It's necessary; it's needed. Back

when the CDL program was put down to us from the Federal

Government, there was no intent to regulate these types of

vehicles. was unfortunate that it even came to this

point, that we had to have an Amendment and a Bill such as

this to be able to exclude them. So I would encourage all

of my colleagues to vote 'aye' on this Amendment. Thank

you.o

Speaker Biggert: lThank you. There being no further discussion,

Representative Hughes, to close.e

Hughes: pThis Amendment is a very reasonable Amendment. As I

said, there has been no objection to it at any point.
has received unanimous votes alon: the way. It is

reasonable. It allows townships, small townships, to

operate under emergency situations in a responsible manner

without overburdensome regulation. It deserves a 'yes'

vote. Thank you.e

Speaker Biggert: ''The question is, 'Shall the House concur with

Senate Amendment #5 to House Bill 34367' All those in

favor signify by voting 'ayef; all those opposed signify by

voting 'nay'. The votinq is open. Have a1l voted who wish?

Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Mr.

Clerk, take the record. Representative Lang, do you

persist in your verification request? The Representative

is signifying 'no'. On this question, there are l00 votin:

'aye', 15 voting 'nay', and 1 voting 'present', and the
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House concurs with Senate Amendment 45 to House Bill 3436.

On Senate Amendment 44 to House Bill 3436, a Motion has

been filed to Nonconcur with Senate Amendment #4. And on

that Motion, Representative Hughesw?

Hughes: RYes, Madam Chairman (sic - Speaker), I move to Nonconcur

in Senate Amendment 44 to House 3ill 3436.P

Speaker Biggert: 'And on that question, is there any discussion?

The Gentleman from Madison, Representative Hoffman./

Hoffman: OYes, just have a parliamentary inquiry, Madam
Speaker. If we...'

Speaker Biqgert: nstate youro..n

Hoffman: *If we Nonconcur on Senate Amendment #4, it will then

make Amendment 45 out of order.''

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Hoffman, if we...the House is

not taking final action. If we Nonconcur on Senate

Amendment #4, and the Bill will go back to the Senate, and

we'll have to see what they do. Proceed, Representative

Hoffman.'

Hoffman: *Wel1, the bi: concern is, Ifm a very big proponent of

Amendment #5 and werre doing this incorrectly, Amendment

5 technically, if we Nonconcur on this one, will not be a

part of this Bill, because the Section that it amends will

not be part of the 5i11. That's the concern.e

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Hoffman, we understand your

concern, but this is not taking final action. It will go

back to the Senate and perhaps the Senate will not recede,

and then we'll go to a Conference Committee. Is there any

further discussion on the Motion? Seeing none,

Representative Hughes, to close. The... There has been a

request for a Roll Call vote, and so the question is,

'Shall the House Nonconcur in Senate (Amendment) 44 to

House Bill 343671 Al1 those in favor of Nonconcurring
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signify by voting 'aye'; all those opposed to Nonconcurring

signify by voting 'nay'. The voting is open. Have all

voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. Represeqtative

Lang, do you wish to proceed with your request for a

verification?e

Lanq: *Well, no, Madam Speaker. We do not wish to persist in our

verification request, but we do thank you for acknowledging

tbat we made tbat request. Tbank you very much for your

indulgence, Madam Speaker.'

Speaker Biqgert: pThank you. On this question there are ll5

voting 'aye'. 0 votinq 'nay' and 0 voting 'present', and

the House does Nonconcur with Senate Amendment 44 to House

Bill 3436. Committee Reports: Mr. Clerk. N

Clerk McLennand: *committee Report from Representative Churchill
,

Chairman from the Committee on Rules to which the following

Joint Action Motions were referred, action taken on May

16th, 1996, reported the same back 'do approve for

consideration' to the House floor, Floor Amendment #1 to

Senate Bill 363) Floor Amendment 92 to Senate Bil1 6437

Floor Amendment #4 to Senate Bill 13272 Floor Amendment #1

to Senate 3i1l 1757, and House Joint Resolution 492. To

the Order of Concurrence,. House Bills 347: 2250, 2524,

2664, 2916, and House Joint Resolution #85.%

Speaker Biggert: eloining us today are the students and parents

from Ashmore Grade School. They are here with their

teacher Janet 'Ruddle' and they are the guests ' of

Representative Mike Weaver. Welcome. Also joining us on

the House floor today is former Representative Tom

Mccracken and former State Senator Tom Mccracken and

Chairman of the RTA. Welcome. Mr. Clerkp on the Order of

Senate Bills Second Reading appears Senate Bill 1327
. Read
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the Bill, please, Mr. Clerk.'

Clerk McLennand: msenate Bill 41327. The 3i11's been read a

second time previously. Committee Amendment '#l was

adopted. Floor Amendment's #2, 3 and 4 have been referred

to Rules. Floor Amendment 44 has been approved for

consideration and is offered by Represeniative Zickus.'

Speaker Biggert: PRe'presentative Zickus is recognized on Floor

Amendment #4.*

zickus: PThank you, Madam Speaker and Members of the House
.

Floor Amendment 44 deletes provisions that would have

removed the exemption under the Open Meetings Act for

meetinqs of the State Emerqency Medical Services

Disciplinary Board and deletes provisions in the EMS'ACt

that require that a closed session of a meeting of the

State Emergency Medical Services Disciplinary Review Board

must be in compliance with the Open Meetings Act. The

language for the Open Meetings Act was added to the

legislation, but some concern was raised by the Associated

Fire Fighters of lllinois and the Chicago Fire Fighter's

Union. Since they raised those concerns we've been meetinq

and all parties concerned - nobody wanted to do anything to

hurt the underlying Bill which is in response to the heat

disaster in Cook County during last summer. So we have

agreed to continue negotiations and meetings to resolve

this issue, but we're going to remove this from this Bill

now so we can proceed with it./

Speaker Biggert: NAnd on that Amendment is there any discussion?

The Representative from Cook, Representative Schakowsky
.
/

Schakowsky: WThank you, Madam Speaker. Wi1l the Sponsor yield?e

Speaker Biggertl >she indicates she wil1.
*

Schakowsky: understand from the Associated Fire Fighters in

Illinois that they objected to House Amendment 41 which
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they felt infringed on their membership's 'due process'

rights. Are you' sayin: that Amendment #1 now' deletes the

objectionable provisfon?n
Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative zickuso/

Zickus: RYes, it does. It removes that portion of the Amendment

that was put on. So this does remove the Fire Figbter's

objections.,
Speaker Biggert: WRepresentative Schakowsky. Ladies and

Gentlemen, please...proceed, Representative Schakowsky.'

Schakowsky: lThey also said that the..wthat Amendment 91

would.o.they said further, would allow the Department of

Public Health to brin: in whomever they wanted to the

hearing, but not the Fire Fighter, EMT or other emergency

services personnel. Ts that portion also now gone from the

Bill?>

Speaker Bigqert: pRepresentative Zickus.W

Zickus: 'Yes, is, Representative. We've been meeting with the

Fire Fighters. That's the reason for Amendment #4, to

address their concerns.?

Speaker Biqgert: NRepresentative Schakowskyvp

Schakowsky: @1t sounded like there was one other provision,

however, in Amendment. 4 that did not necessarily relate to

those concerns. ls that correct? And could you tell me

what that is, if l am correct?l

Speaker Biggert: uRepresentative Zickus./

zickus: pRepresentative, the other portion was Senate Bill 1326

that was added and that would...the Department of Public

Health would be required to investigate tbe circumstances

that caused the hospital to go on bypass status, to

determine whether the hospital properly went on bypass

status and that they could impose sanctions as determined

by rule upon any hospital that had determined went on
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Amendment, was

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Schakowsky.'

Schakowsky: *Well, have some questions about the underlying

Bill, but 1 think that Amendment #4 certainly does improve

it and I would urqe support for Amendment #4# and 1...we're

calling for a Roll Call vote on a1l Amendments including

this one.'

Speaker Biqqert: eRepresentative Lang, further discussion?''

Lang: pMadam Speaker, we..obefore 1 forqet, we would seek to

verify this if it should reach the magic number. Do you

acknowledge??

Speaker Biggert: WYes, Representative, there will be a

verification if you so request.R

May l6, 1996

of thatThat was the other portion

incorporatinq Senate 3ill 1326.%

Lang: WThank you. Will the Sponsor yield?/

Speaker Biggert: *she indicates she will.r

Lang: WRepresentative, have to tell you I'm sorry, 1 guess my

mind wandered thinking about that softball game yesterday

or some such thinq. But I really didn't hear what your

Amendment does. Can you give us a hint??

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Lang, there's been quite a bit

of discussion. ls it too noisy in here for you??

Lang: *We11, Madam Speaker, I think you're doin: a marvelous job
as you always do conductinq the business of the House.

When you're in the Chair we're always pleased on this side

of the aisle, but I wasn't able to hear much of the

discussion. If the Representative would just briefly tell
me whAt this Amendment does.*

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Zickusy for a brief

explanation.p

Zickus: pThis Amendment satisfies the concerns of the

firefighters. It deletes the provisions that would have
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removed the exemption under the Open Meetings Act for

meetings of the State Emergency Medical Services

Disciplinary Board. Also deletes provisions in the EMS Act

that required that a closed session of the meetin: of the

State Emergency Medical Services Disciplinary Review Board

must be in compliance with the Open Meetinqs Act; and

further, in addition to that, we are going to be

conductingo.athere will be ongoing meetings regardoo .with

the firefighters and those parties concerned, regardinq

this issue.?

Speaker Biqgert: NRepresentative Lang, was that helpful?l

Lang: OThat was well read and well spoken. Thank you.p

Speaker Biggert: >No one...no one seeking further recognition,
Representative Zickus to close.R

zickus: RI would appreciate your 'aye' votee'

Speaker Biggert: WThe question is, 'Shall Floor Amendment #4 to

Senate Bill 1327 be adopted?' All those in favor vote

'aye', those opposed vote 'nay'. The voting is open. Have

a1l voted who wish? Have a1l voted who wish? Have all

voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record.

Representative Lang, would you like to proceed witb your

request for the verification?/

Lang: OMadam Speaker, we do not wish to proceed with our request

for a verificatton. However, we do thank you for

acknowledging the fact that we requested it.?

Speaker Biqgert: pThank you. On this questioh there are

loo...Representative Hartke, for what purpose do you rise?W

Hartke: 'Well, we've been updating and our computers don't have a

Floor Amendment #4 on the Bill. Well. we just did.>

Speaker Biggert: 'The Clerk is checkinq. The Clerk informs us

that the Amendment is on the system. Representative Lanq,

for what purpose do you rise?'
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Langl >We11, Madam Speaker, it passed lll to but the fact is

you have not declared it passed. It really is not on the

system, Madam Speaker, and we should do this properly. It

will pass later. Why don't we just take the Bill out of
the record and make sure it gets on the system, give

Members a chance to read it if they wish to make sure that

the ll1 people who voted for it believe they did the right

thing and then go back to it. 1 don't see it on my

computer, Madam Speaker./

Speaker Bigqert: mRepresentative Lang: your point is well taken

and we will ask the Clerk to dump the Roll Call and try and

determine where the Amendment is in this electronic age on

the computers. We have now determined that the Amendment

is in the system on both sides of the aisle. Just a

reminder that you need...that you need to download your

system occasionally and you will find that on the bottom on

the computer screen. If you would like further help, there

are people on the floor and you can raise their (sic

your) hand and they will help you. Representative Hartke,

for what purpose do rise?p

Hartke: *1 still have a questionp' Maybe the Parliamentarian or

the Clerk could tell me how often are Amendments required

to be on the desk or on the system before we enact the...or

do any work on that Amendment or Bil1?>

Speaker Biggert: *There is no time limit on theo.aon Amendments.

They simply need to be theie when we consider them.

Representative Hartkeop

Hartke: *Well, I don't know. Maybe the computqr whizzes around

here could put a little flag on there and say is the

system, you know, has been updated with information or how

often do they do this? You know, we could be updating.o.it

takes about a minute and a half to update it. We could

50



STATE OF ILLINOIS
89TH GBNERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE

132nd Legislative Day May l6# 1996

updatinq every 10 minutes and still miss it cause we had

know idea what that Amendment was about. We didn't see it.

It Was dumped onwn dumped on the system at the last minute.

How are we suppose to know what's going on? know

there's a little thin: here that says it's been two hours

since you updateà it, but I do it quite often and it was

gone. It was just not there.*
Speaker Biqgert: PRepresentative Hartke, this is our first year

with the computer system and 1 think we all appreciate

havinq it and there are goin: to be...a time period to :et

used to it. But 1 do think that you do have to download

occasionally and you do have to go outside the system
.

There is a reminder every two hours, but to be up to date

you do have to do that more often when we are on the House

floor anè I appreciate your concern. Representative Lang,
for what purpose do you seek recognition?'

Lang: Nonly to say, Madam Speaker, that appreciated the

computer wizards showing us how to update between that two

hour notification. We do now have Amendment 4 and I for

one would have no objection if you wish to proceed again.n
Speaker Biggert: lThank you. The Gentleman from Peoria

,

Representatlve Saltsman, for wbat purpose do you rise?N

Saltsman: WYes, as a matter of eprivilege information. /

Speaker Biggert: Nstate your privilege information.
?

Saltsman: WWhen Representative Zickus was approached with this

Amendment by the Illinois Federation of Fire fighters of

which I'm still a member, she cooperated 100% with thls

group. And she said if this is the problem that you people

have, sbe says 1911 eliminate the problem that's there.

She's cooperated with them a 100%. I trust her word for

this and I think we should go on with business and pass

this and get it over with.l
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Speaker Bigqert: 'Thank you, Representative. Now that we have

our electronic system straiqhtened out let's return to

Senate Bill 1327, Floor Amendment #4. Repres'entative

Zickus, do you wish to remind us of Floor Amendment 447/

Zickus: lFloor Amendment 44 is in response to the concerns of the

Associated Fire Fighters and the Chicago Fire Fighters. It

cleans up this Bill for them. The underlyin: Bill is good.

Nobody wanted to hurt that one, so I'd appreciate your

support of Floor Amendment 44./

Speaker Biggert: *No one seekin: recognition, the question is,

'Shall Floor Amendment 44 be adopted?' Al1 those in favor

vote 'aye', those opposed vote 'nay'. The votin: is open.

Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have

all voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On that

question there are ll2 voting 'aye', 3 voting 'nay' and 0

voting 'present'. Representative Lang, did you request a

verification on this??

Lang: OMadam Speaker: once again we withdraw our request for a

verification, but we thank you very much for acknowledging

that we requested one.W

Speaker Biggert: 'Thank you, Representative Lang. On thatoooon

thi, question there are l00...Okay. And on that question

there are ll2 voting 'aye' 3 votinq 'nay' and 0 voting

'present', and Floor Amendment #4, having received a

majority of those voting, is adopted. Any iurther
Amendments, Mr. Clerk?'

Clerk Rossi: >No further Amendments have been approved for

consideration. The notes that have been reguested on the

Bill have been filed./

Speaker Biggert: 'Third Reading. Mr. Clerk, on the Order of

Senate Bills Third Reading appears Senate Bill 1327. Read

the Bill...read the Bill, Mr. Clerk.f
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Clerk Rossi: lsenate Bill 1327, a Bill for an Act amending the

Emergency Medical Services Systems Act. Third Reading of

this Senate 3i1l.''

Speaker Biggert: lThe Representative from Cook, Representative

Zickus, dn the Bill.O

Zickus: 'Thank you, Madam Speaker and Members of the Houser and I

would like to thank the Clerk for adding Representative

Lopez's name up there. He is a Cosponsor of this

legislation. This legislation is in response to over 7

hundred heat related deaths that occurred in Cook County

durinq the summer of 1995. The provisions of this

legislation resulted from recommendations by the task force

on the heat crisis. That was a bipartisan task force that

operated last summer. This 3ill provides that both the EMS

Medical Director's Committee and the Trauma Center Medical

Director's Committee shall address the establishment and

submittal to the Department of Public Hea1th an internal

disaster plan to control the transfer of patients during an

emergency. It also states that it would require the

Department of Public Health to investigate the

circumstgnces that caused a bospital to go on bypass

status, to determine whether the hospital properly went on

bypass status and that the department may impose sanctions.

During the heat crisis, 18 hospitals in Cook County went on

bypass status. Havin: 18 hospitals on bypass status at one

time caused EMS personnel to find open emergency rooms

outside of Chicago and Cook County, creating unnecessary

delays for people trying to access medical care. This

leqislation would give tbe EMS system medical directors

more authority in enforcing bypass policy. If a hospital

qoes on bypass and that causes a patient ilow problem, the

EMS medical director can refer the hospital to its own
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internal disaster plan and assist the hospital in making

arrangements to transfer patients during the emergency. I

know of no opposition to this legislation. can only

help in the event of another emergency and I urqe your

supportep

Speaker Biggert: PAnd on that question is there any discussion?

The Lady irom Cook, Representative Schakowsky./

Schakowsky: lThank you, Madam Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?/

Speaker Biggert: ''She indicates she wi11.>

Schakowsky: *1 know that there are many parties who were part of

the ongoing discussions on this legislation. I wanted to

know if the City of Chicago participated in those

discussionsaW

Speaker Biggert: ARepresentative Zickus.W

Zickus: *My understanding, Representative, was, yes, people from

the city did testify at the hearings.p

Speaker Biggert: ' *Representative Schakowsky.p

Schakowsky: *1s there any opposition to this Bill, and quite

specifically, does the Press Association have a position on

this legislation now?e

Speaker Bigqert: RRepresentative Zickus.?

Zickus: WThe Press Association came to me with the Amendment that

would make this Disciplinary Review Board subject to the

Open Meetings Kct. That was what we just took off in Floor

Amendment #4 witb the understanding that that issue

continues to be addressed and that all of the parties will

continue communication. We were talking about having

another meetinq in another month or so to address that and

they have no problemu oThey did not want to do anythinq

that would undermine this Bill because it's very

importanto..the legislation is very important.' !

Speaker Biggert: HRepresentative Schakowsky.O

54



r
i

STATE OF ILLINOIS
89TH GENERAL.ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIRTION DBBATB '

132nd Legislative Day May l6, 1996

Schakowsky: lDurin: the heat crisis, how many hospitals went on

bypass and for those Members who may not know, I'm assuming

that means that the emergency vehicles were not allowed to

admit patients to that institution. They had to.bypass

that hospital and go elsewhere. How many hospitals were on

bypass?'

Speaker Biggert: PExcuse me, Representative Zickus. Jt appears

that Representative Giles might have a problem there.

Could you proceed??

Giles: pThank you, Madam Speaker. I do sort of have a problem

trying to help a young man out. There is someone that has

ordered a large ice tea and a..olooked like a turkey

sandwich. Whoever is the recipient, please raise your hand

so we can get that to you. Thank you. Thank you, Madam

Speaker./

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Clayton here. Thank you.

Representative Zickus: proceed.?

zickus: 'Yes. There were 18 hospitals that went on bypass at one

time during that heat emergency and that is what created

the problems of having to go outside of the Chicago...in

the county.W

Speaker Biqgert: 'Representative Schakowsky.W

Schakowsky: NAnd how exactly will this Bill avert the crisis that

resulted in 733 people dying, to heat related conditions?''

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Zickuso/

Zickus: 'This leqislation would have the hospitals 'come up with

an internal disaster plan in case of similar emergencies

and make them better prepared to address them.'

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Schakowskyo/

Schakowsky: pAnd what if a hospital decides to go on bypass, thus

forcing a patient to go much further and! perhaps risking

their life. What do we do in this Bill to make sure that
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was appropriate: that they didn't shut down, you knoc,

inapprbpriately?p

Speaker Biggert: >Representative Zickus.?

Zickus: WThe Department of Public Health would be able to impose

sanctions if they determine that a hospital improperly went

on bypass.n

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Schakowsky./

Schakowsky: OAnd in what time frame does that happen? Are

there.oois there a capacity for the Department of Publîc

Health or a mandate that they respond quickly during the

time frame of the crisis itself or when?'

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Zickus./

zickus: *1 don't believe there is a time jrame, but it would have

to be investigated by the Department of Public Health./

Speaker Biqqert: pRepresentative Schakowsky.W

Schakowsky: >Wel1, certainly we want to take steps to avert the

kind of disaster that took place last year. would

certainly hope that we, at all levels, are working closely

With the affected institutions and with the municipalities,

including the City of Chicago, that has responsibility.

And so I would, as a first step, an important step, urge

support for Senate Bill 1327.*

Speaker Biggert: lThank you. Seeing no further discussion,

Representative Zickus to close.n

Zickus: *Thank you. So that you know that this leqislation is

supported by the Dep...This legfslation is supported by the

Department of Public Health and the Illinois Hospital and

Health Systems Association. Together we can help prevent

other tragedies as happened last year and I urge your

support.p

Speaker Biggert: WThe question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 1327 pass?'

All those in favor vote 'aye', all those opposed vote
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'nay'. The voting is open. This is final action. Have

al1 voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all

voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this

question there are lll 'ayes', 0 votinq 'present', voting

'nay'. Representative Lang or Representative Granberg.

Seeing that there is a withdfawl..wRepresentative

Granberg.p

Granberg: 'Thank you, Madam Speaker. We would withdraw our

request for a verification.'

Speaker Biggert: PThank you. On this question there are l11

voting 'aye' 0 voting 'nay' and 0 voting 'present' and

this Bill having received a Constitutional Majority, is#
hereby declared passed. On the Order of Second Readinq of

Senate Bills, Senate Bill 363. Mr. Clerk, please read the

Bill.*

Clerk Rossi: *senate Bill 363. This Bill has been read a second

time previously. Floor Amendment #l, offered by

Representative Winters, has been approved fo/

consideration.e

Speaker Biqqert: ORepresentative Winters on Floor Amendment 91./

Winters: RThank you, Madam Speaker, Members of the House.

Amendment 41 to Senate Bill 363 allows selling junk cars by
auction or private treaty and simply codifies the present

practice. It is supported by the Secretary of State and

all interested parties.l

Speaker Biggert: >Is there any discussion on Floor Amendment #l?

The Lady from Cook, Representative Schakowsky.o

Schakowsky: 'Thank you, Madam Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?/

Speaker Biggert: >He indicates he will.P

Schakowsky: Hl'm sorry, I didn't hear a word you said,

Representative. Could you repeat to me what Amendmeht #1

does?/
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Speaker Biqgert: HRepresentative Winters.*

Winters: ncertainly. Amendment 1 simply allows the sellinq of

junk cars by auto companies that receive them from their
insured. Tt allows sellin: those by auction or private

treaty. It codifies the way that we presently are dealing

with it, but according to the Secretary of State, the

statutes are not written such that they should be allowed

to do thison

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Schakowsky./

Schakowsky: *Well, when I look at my screen at Amendment 1, it

replaces 'junkin: or'...it deletes 'junking or'. So what

is the significance of deleting 'junking or'?@
Speaker Biggert: %Ladies and Gentlemen. Proceed, Representative

Winters.p

Winters: WIn the underlying Bill 'junking or' was originally in
there. It would have not allowed that to be sold at

private treaty. It would have required that it be sold at

auction. This is simply expanding the market to

other...other potential buyers other than are klsted. The

salvage vehicles would still be only by auction, but junk

cars would be available to a scrap metal dealer. Xdds to
the potential buyers and hopefully will drive the price up

a little.'

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Schakowsky.?

Schakowsky: ''I guess what I didn't understand ts I thought when

I'd looked at the underlying Bill, that that's essentially

what the underlying Bill does and was confused at how

this enhances the intent of the underlyin: Bill.W

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Winters.l

Winters: 'This makes it much clearer, technically. It could be

construed the way the original Bill was drafted, that

junked or salvage cars could only be sold at auction and
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could not be sold by private treaty. By taking out the

junking, these two words, it makes it clearer that salvage
vehicles can only be sold by auction. Junk cars, then,

would be still be available to be sold by private treaty.e

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Schakowsky.?

Schakowsky: ''What an individual wanted to buy a car for

salvaqe?n

Speaker Biggert: HRepresentative Winters.''

Winters: nIf a private individual wanted to come in and buy a

salvage vehicle, they would not be allowed to unless they

are licensed by the Secretary of State. We're trying to

make sure that we don't end up with 'chop shops' that qet

into this side of the market - so that we require a

licensure of the bonding and make sure that this is all

aboveboard.p

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Schakowsky.?

Schakowsky: *So the purpose would be...would be to preclude

individuals and is the underlying...underlying intent of

this Bill to get at 'chop shops?' Is that what

we're . . .what you're tryin: to do here?'

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Winters.R

Winters: *We want to make sure that 'chop shops' don't have any

additional access and we are trying to codify the present

practice which allows insurance companies to sell these

cars at auction.p

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Schakowsky.''

Schakowsky: nWell, have no further questions on the Amendment.

Thank you.e

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Winters.e

Winters: *1 would urge a positive vote on this technical

Amendment.o

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Hartke.'
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Hartke: *1 just wondered if it's time to update again? You might
remind Members to, you know, move it down to download, go

to the riqht mouse button and then push updateol

Speaker Biggert: >It works well, doesn't it?l

Hartke: PYeah, on this.'

Speaker Biggert: rokay. The question is, 'Shall Floor Amendment

41 to Senate Bill 363 be adopted?' Al1 those in favor say

'aye', those opposed say 'nay'. In the opinion of the

Chair the 'ayes' have it and Floor Amendment 41 is adopted.

Any further Amendments, Mr. Clerk?r

Clerk Rossi: NNo further Amendments have been approved for

consideration. The notes that have been requested on the

Bill have been filed.''

Speaker Biggert: *Mr. Clerk, on the the Order...Third Reading.

On the Order of Senate Bills, Third Reading, appears Senate

Bill 363. Read the Bill, Mr. Clerk.l

Clerk Rossi: Rsenate 3ill 363, a Bill for an Act amendin: the

Illinois Vehicle Code. Third Reading of this Senate 3i1l.*

Speaker Biggert: lThe Gentleman from Winnebago: Representative

Winters.''

Winters: 'Thank you, Madam Speaker, Members of the House. Senate

Bill 363 amends the Illinois Vehicle Code to permit the

sale by auction of vehicles for which a junking or salvage
certificate has been issued to licensed rebuilders,

automotive parts recyclers, scrap processors or

out-of-state salvage buyers. I would be happy to answer

any questions.e

Speaker Biqgert: ?Is there any discussion? And on that the Lady

from Cook, Representative Schakowsky.'f

Schakowsky: PThank you, Madam Chair.o.speaker. Will the Sponsor

yield?l

Speaker Biggert: @He indicates he will.>
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Schakowsky: PWhat is the difference between salvage and junk??
Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Winters.?

Winters: WRebuilt. Salvage cars are still able to be rebuilt.

Their amount of damaqe does not require them to be removed

from the market, but a junked vehicle, for instance, might

have been in a major crash, the frame bent, it may have
been flooded. The damage is extensive enough that the

Secretary of State will stamp on the title that this is a

junked vehicle. It is then not able to go back into the
marketplace regardless of how much effort is put into that

vehicle. It needs to be scraped.n

Speaker Biqgert: ''Representative Schakowsky.?

Schakowsky: 'I'm wondering, Representative, Why there was a

prohibition. mean, maybe we should...since we're taking

it away, we should understand why it was there in the first

place. Maybe there was some public interest reason for

it?p

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Winters.''

Winters: pWhat was your question? think that you're talkinq

about taking away the 'or junking' language in the
Amendment. The problem with that is that those...we felt

the way it was drafted that it would have only allowed

those to be sold by auction. And there also is many cases

where scrap cars are sold simply to scrap dealers. They

don't need to be by an open outcry auction, they can just

simply do it by private treaty. I've got 20 junk cars,
whatfll you give me per ton? And it was felt that it was

not needed, that those have to go to auction. The salvage

vehicles, however, are auctioned./

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Schakowsky.e

Schakowsky: RThank you. I have no further questions.l

Speaker Bigqert: ''Al1 right. And any further discussion? The
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Effingham, Representative Hartke.H

Hartke: PThank you. Will the Sponsor yield?o

Speaker Biggert: *He indicates he wi11.''

Hartke: 'Representative Winters, last week we talked about

recognizing various plates from other states. Has this

piece of legislation put us in sync with, say, Missouri and

Indiana and those states in regard to junk car titles and
so forth?/

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Winters.''

Winters: nl'm not aware of what their titling is, how they handle

it in their states. do know that the Secretary of State

supports this and would assume that if he had major

concerns with any of the adjoining states, that he would
have not...not supported this./

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Hartke.e

Hartke: ''Well, it's my understanding in talking to some of our

salvaqe dealers, one particular in my area, he says that

cars that have salvage certificates in Missouri can be

brouqht over to Illinois and get a different title than

they do when a salvage title is stamped salvage title or

salvage vehicle here in Illinois. This clarifies that and

says it's no lonqer a salvaqe vebicle when they do what

they do to it?''

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Winters.?

Winters: rThis legislation is not addressing any concerns with

across the border traffic. It really is just simply
dealing with once a vehicle in Illinois has a salvage title

or a junk tltle, how that can chônge hands. The present

standard of operation, if you will, from the Secretary of

State, is to allow auctions or to allow private treaty for

junkers, but our underlyinq statutes do not allow

auctioninq of those vehicles. All we're trying to do is to
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the statutes thatleg...in

auctioning is permitted. But it doesn't deal...ln response

to your question, it doesn't change anything with how we

deal with out-of-state car titles.'

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Hartke.ll

Hartke: might suggest that you look into this a little further

and maybe we can get together next year on some legislation

because 1 think many of these salvage vehicles are just as
good as a used car title or anything else that we do. But

here in Illinois we stamp them salvaqe and that lowers the

value for those individuals. Some of those salvage

vehicles are just as good as older used cars on the road.''
Speaker Biggert: HNo one seeking recognition, Representative

Winters to close.?

Winters: rThank youp Madam Speaker. This legislation is

technical cleanup language. It codifies our present

practices. think it really is relatively

noncontroversial and would appreciate affirmative votes.

Thank you.l

Speaker Biggert: OThe question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 363 pass?'

All those in favor vote 'ayef, all those opposed vote

'nay'. The voting is open. This is final action. Have

all voted who wish? Have all voted who. wish? Have al1

voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this

question there are ll5 voting 'aye', l votinq 'nay' and 0

voting 'present', and this Bill, havinq received a

Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. Mr.
Clerk, on page five of the Calendar, Senate Bill, Second

Reading, appears Senate Bill 1757. Mr. Clerk, please read

the Bil1.>

Clerk Rossi: psenate Bill 1757. This Bill has been read a second

time previously. No Committee Amendments. Floor Amendment
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#l# offered by Representative Meyer, has been approved for

consideration.'

Speaker Biggert: 'lAnd on that Amendment, Floor Amendment 41 to

Senate Bill 1757. Representative Meyer.?

Meyer: 'Thank you, Madam Chairman or Madam Speaker. Ladies and

Gentlemen of the House, Floor Amendment 41 is pretty

straightforward. It deletes the effective date on the

underlying Bill. The underlying Bill is a vehicle Bill and

would just ask for your favorable consideration. Be
happy to answer any questions.'

Speaker Biggert: ''And on that Amendment is there any discussion?

The Gentleman from Clinton, Representative Granberg./

Granberg: ?Will the Gentleman yield?'

Speaker Biggert: ''He indicates he will.?

Granberg: RRepresentative Meyers (sic Meyer), is this to be

used solely as a vehicle Bill. Your Amendment makes a

technical change and there is no substance to the Bill at

this point?e

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Meyer.?

Meyer: lRepresentative, that's correct.l

Speaker Biqgert: pRepresentative Granberg.?

Granberg: pAnd is there any purpose for this Bill at the present

time, Representative?o

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Meyere'f

Meyer: ''Wel1, Representative, that's a question oi the underlying

Bill. 1'd be happy to respond to it. As part of the

normal process of how we work between the House and Senate,

everyone realizes, I believe, that we do pass back and

forth vehicles ior use as we go into the final weeks of the

Session and that's the purpose of this Bil1.>

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Granberg.'f

Granberg: n1s it possible this Bill might be used to reduce our
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bondinq authority

rating?/

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Meyer.''

Meyer: l'Representative, again we all understand the use of a

vehicle Bill. The underlying Bill does, in fact, reduce

the bonds by one dollar, but is a vehicle Bill.>

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Granberg.'

Granberg: pI don't think we need a vote on this, we need a vote

on Third Reading. Thank you, Representative. A question

of the Chair, Madam Speaker. Are we going to vote on this,

call to Third Readin: immediately after this Amendment

is adopted?p

Speaker Biqqert: pRepresentative Granberg, 1 believe that was our

intention.r

Granberq: ''We11 Madam Speaker, we will not ask for a Roll Call

vote and verification on this Amendment at this point, but

I would ask the Chair to acknowledge me, that we will ask

for a Roll Call and a verification for this Bill on Third

Reading. would ask the Chair to indulge me in this. You

did not do on the Department of Correction's

Appropriation Bill. So if you would please respond and you

would also make a ruling as to how many votes it will pass

to.o.required to pass this Bill? believe it's 60 since

it's a reduction.R

Speaker Biggert: H1t would require 60 votes because it is a

reduction, Representative.H

Granberg: eokay. And then you will acknowledge our request for a

verification...a Roll Call vote and a verification?p

Speaker Biggert: ''I acknowledge what you have requested. When it

comes to a vote on Third Reading we Will have a Roll Call

vote and a verification. If it does not come now, I

would...l would ask you to remind me or whoever is in the
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so we can enhance our state's bond
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Chair. Representative Granberg.''

Granberg: ''Madam Speaker, you just indicated yourre going to call
this Bill on Third Reading immediately after this Amendment

is adopted.''

Speaker Bigqert: eRepresentative Granberg, I said that was the

intention, but intentions aren't...always come to

fruitiono''

Granberg: RWell, know you're very organized, so you can't tell

me what you're going to do 30 seconds from now?''

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Gran...I think I''ve answered the

question. The Gentleman from Effingham, Representative

Hartke.n

Hartke: ''Yeah, is this the Salvage Vehicle Bi1l?''

Speaker Biggert: ''The question is, 'Shall Floor Amendment

fl'...Representative Lang.p

Lang: lThank you. Madam Speaker, since you can't guarantee us

we're going to vote on this on Third Reading, we would ask

for the Roll Call vote and a verification on Floor

Amendment #1.N

Speaker Biggert: ''But Representative Granberg just said they
weren't going to ask. We will proceed to.o.take a Roll

Call vote on this Amendment and should it receive a

requisite majority we will...of those voting, we will
proceed with a verification. The question is, 'Shall Floor

Amendment 41 to Senate Bill 1757 be adopted?' All those in

favor vote 'aye', those opposed vote 'nay'. Have all voted

who wish? Have a11 voted who wlsh? Have all voted who

wish? Mr. Clerk: take the record. On this question there

are 62 voting 'aye', 53 voting 'nay' and 0 voting

'present'. Representative Lang, do you persist in your

request for a verificationr'

Lang: >Well, I think so: Madam Speaker, and thank you for
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asking.p

Speaker Biggert: 'Very well. Mr. Clerk, read those votinq in the

affirmativeoR

Clerk McLennand: pThose Representatives who are voting in the

affirmative are Representatives Ackerman, Balthis, Biqqert:

Biggins, Black, Bost, Brady, Churchill, Ciarlo, Clayton,

Cowlishaw, Cross? Deuchler, Doody, Durkine Goslin, Hassert,

Hoeft, Hughes, Tim Johnson, Tom Johnson, John Jones,

Klinqler, Krause, Kubik, Lachner, Lawfer, Leitch, Lindner,

Lyons, McAuliffe: Meyer, Mitchell, Moffitt, Andrea Moore,

Mulligan, Maureen Murphy, Myers, Noland, O'Connor, Pankauz

Parke, Pedersenp Persico, Poe, Rutherford, Ryder, Salvi,

Saviano, Spangler, Stephens, Tenhouse, John Turner, Wait,

Weaver, Wennlundp Winkel, Winters, Wirsing, Wojcik, Zickus,
and Mr. Speaker.'

Speaker Biggert: louestions of the Affirmative Roll,

Representative Lang?''

Lanq: ''Thank you. Representative Klingler.p

Speaker Biggert: >Oh, for goodness sakes, I think Representative

Klingler is in her chair as usualol

Lang: mRepresentative McAuliffe.o

Speaker Bigqert: RRepresentative McAuliffe is the back of the

chamber.'

Lang: ''Representative Salvi.l

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Salvi. Is the Gentleman in the

chamber??

Lang: *Is it possible he resigned to run for another office?W

Speaker Biggert: /1 don't believe so. Representative Salvi is

not in the chamber at the present time. Mr. Clerk, please

remove him from the roll.?

Lang: NRepresentative Lachner.ff

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Lachner. Maybe he's over the
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Senate. Representative Lachner. Is the Gentleman in the

chamber? Mr. Clerk, please remove him from the rollo'

Lang: lRepresentative Tim Johnson./

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Tim Johnson is in the back of

the chamber.''

Lang: NRepresentative Noland.''

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Noland. Is Representative

Noland in the chamber? Mr. Clerk, please remove

Representative Noland from...please remove Representative

Noland. Representative Lang, Representative Lachner has

returned to the chamber. Mr. Clerk, please return him to

the roll./

Lang: ORepresentative Roskamoo

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Roskam is not votingo*

Lang: PRepresentative Rutherford.p

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Rutherford is close to his seat.

Representative Lang, Representative Noland has returned to

the chamber. Mr. Clerk: please restore him to the roll.l

Lang: PMadam Speaker, I don't want to be too technical, but the

Clerk keeps adding these names back to the board when the

Clerk sees them. The Clerk should wait for the Speaker to

so state.o

Speaker Biggert: *Mr. Clerkll

Lang: 'This is my life, Mr. Wennlund. This is my life./

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Lang, any further inquiries??

Lang: /No further, Madam Speaker, but we thank you for allowing

us to proceed an orderly fashion with this verification.

Thank you and thank you Mr. Wennlund for your indulgence as

well.e

Speaker Biggert: OOn yhis question there are 61 voting 'aye', 53

voting 'nay' and 0 votin: 'present' and Floor Amendment #l,

having received a majority of those voting, is adopted.
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Any further Amendments, Mr. Clerk?N

Clerk McLennand: ONo further Amendments. A Fiscal Note had been

requested on the Bill, as amended, and has been filed.'

Speaker Biqgert: nThird Reading. Mr. Clerk, on the Order of

Senate Bills, Third Reading, appears Senate Bill 1757.

Read the Bill, please, Mr. Clerk./

Clerk McLennand: Nsenate Bill 41757, a Bill for an Act that

amends the Build Illinois Bond Act. Third Reading of this

Senate Bi11.''

Speaker Biggert: lThe Gentleman from Will, Representative Meyer.?

Meyer: HThank you, Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House. The Bill that is before you today is a vehicle Bill

that.o.to be used in Build lllinois Bond...Bonds. It

authorizes the reduction of the bonds by one dollar. Be

happy to answer questions./

Speaker Biggert: lAnd on that question the Gentleman from

Macoupin, Representative Hannigo'

Hannig: OYes, Madam Speaker. 1 would request a verification on

this Roll Call should it get 60 votes. Would you

acknowledge that request for us, please.o

Speaker Biggert: >It is so acknowledged.''

Hannig: lYes, thank you, Madam Speaker. And would the Sponsor

yield?'

Speaker Biggert: OHe indicates he wil1.@

Hannig: PYes, Representative, when was the original underlyin:

Build Illinois proposal passed? I#m uncertain about that.o

Speaker Biggert: HRepresentative Meyer.n

Meyer: RWell, Representative, it was before my time. So if

you're uncertain, you've been here longer than I have. I'm

not sure.''

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Hannigol

Hannig: ?We1l, Representative, yourre sponsoring an authorization

May l6, 1996
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I'm just wonGering. I know it was
under Governor Thompson, so it's been at least five years.

But in any case, how much...how much authorization is left

or how much authorization has been unspent from this

program?e

Speaker Bigqert: 'Representative Meyer.R

Meyer: %We1l, Representative, the current authorization is

$2,036,500,000. The Bill before you, again, is a shell

Bill, it's a vehicle Bill. It's a procedural means of

passing from one House to the other. The use of vehicle

Bills has been used by both Republican and Democratic

administrations. When your side of tbe aisle was in

control of the House we utilized vehicle Bills. Sometimes

we voted for them, sometimes we voted against them. It's a

simple matter and I believe your questions are dilatory to

the issue.o

Speaker Biggert: wRepresentative Hannig.n

Hannig: >Well, Representative, I'm just trying to figure out the
nature of why we even need this Bill. If the Build

Illinois Program is an old program that existed under

Governor Thompson, what is it that we're intending to do

with this? Why do we need a Build Illinois Authorization

Act now?p

Speaker Bigqert: ''Representative Meyer.''

Meyer: *Again, Representative: this Bill reduces the bonding

authorization by one dollar and the Bill will be used:

perhaps, later on this Session, perhaps not at a1l.'

Speaker Bigqert: ''Representative Hannig.''

Hannig: RWell, do you have a list of projects that remain on the
Build Illinois.o.in the Build lllinois Program that are not

funded and potentially could be iunded and do you have any

thoughts on which ones you would propose to be funded?
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mean, 1 think those are legitimate questions to be asked as

we discuss whether or not we want to borrow some additional

money.e

Speaker Biqgert: ''Representative Meyer, the question seems to

have strayed from the Bill. Do you desire to respond?''

Meyer: >No, Representative...excuse me, Speaker. think it's

pretty straightforward what the purpose of this Bill is and

any further questions on it are really dilatory.'

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Hannig, do you have anything

furtber?'

Hannig: RWe11, I guess it's a sad day when can't even get an

answer on what the Build Illinois Program is about anymore.

So the Sponsor has a Bill that he wants us to keep alive

for a program that he doesn't want to tell us about, for

amounts of money that he doesn't want us to know where it

might be spent and whose district there still may be

projects that are outstanding, and when and how it might be
possible that we would even consider these programs. So it

seems to me that if you were someone who was here during

the Buîld Illinois Program and you still have a...you still

have a project, you might have an interest in this. But 1

suspect for those of you who came after Governor Thompson,

I would have to ask you: wby do you Want to borrow money to

fund projects from the past? So I would suqqest that this

is just another part of the Governor's proposal and the
Republican proposal to borrow and spend and borrow and

spend. We can't even borrow enough money and spend enough

money to fund the programs that we authorized under

Governor Thompson, let alone under Governor Edgar, and so I

would urqe Members on both sides of the aisle, until we can

get some understanding on why we even need this program

anymore to vote 'no'.''
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Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Mautino, questions for the Bill?

Representative Mautino, do you have any questions to the

Bill?H

Mautino: ''Yes, I do. Will the Sponsor yield??

Speaker Biggert: *He indicates he will.rr

Mautino: nokay. Representative Meyer, over some of the noise in

tbe chamber I Wasn't able to hear a iew of your responses.

Your...this Bill, as amended. you put on the effective

date, I believe, in the last Amendment. This reduces it by

one dollar, the authorization. Is that correct?/

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Meyer. Ladies and Gentlemen, so

that we don't have to keep going over the same material

could you please come to order. Representative Meyerpo

Meyer: 'Thank you. Representative, the Bill is a vehicle Bill to

be used later on in the legislative process and we're...the

Bill itself reduces the bonding authorization by one dollar

in it's present form.?

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Mautino.''

Mautino: *Do we have any idea what the Senate intends to do w#th

this? Or what are your intentions with the Bill. Are you

familiar with their plans for this legislation?o

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Meyer.''

Meyer: ''Representative, my intentions are to have the Bill

receive a favorable vote to pass it back to the Senate and

I do not have, at this point, any further information that

I'm able to share with you.''

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Mautino.p

Mautino: *So we don't know the Senate is going to look

at...look at this. What is the amounts of authorization

inside the Build Illinois? What's left? know we. . .we

went through this is '92 with the Emergency Budget Act and

some of this was addressed when we looked at and raided
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other funds throuqhout the state. What is actually left in

Build Illinois? I think that's somethinq a lot of the

Members who haven't been here that long don't knowo?

Speaker Biggert: lAgain, Representative Meyer, they seem to be

straying a bit from the Bill. Would you care to respond?o

Meyer: fRepresentative, 1 will tell you this, that the current

authorization...the proposed...new level of authorization

is laid out in the Bill which is on your computer. It's

$2,036,499,999.*

Speaker Biggert: eRepresentative Mautino.l

Mautino: *1s that whatv..is that what remains as spendable? What

is left in the Build Illinois...That's the total amount of

the authority. What's left that's able to be spent? What

do we have left in that program for projects?''
Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Meyer.f

Meyer: @My response deals with the actual Bill that's before you

and that's what we're actin: upon./

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Mautinov/

Mautino: *1 understand, your 3i1l does nothing. I understand

that. But when it goes to the Senate it will do something

when it comes back. It may come back as $500 million bond

Bill. It may come back with, you know. part of a budqet

attached that none of us have seen including yourself or

any of the Members on your side of the aisle. I just
wonder when we send these Bills over to dollar, what's

going to happen in the Senate. 1 guess that's something

that a1l the Members, including the Members on your side of

the aisle, would probably like to know. Thank you.
'

Speaker Biggert: >No one seeking recognition, Representative

Meyer to close.p

Meyer: 'Thank you, Madam Speaker. I'd just ask for a favorable
vote.?
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Speaker Biggert: mThe question is, 'Shall Senate Bill 1757 pass?'

A11 those in favor vote laye', all those opposed vote

'nay'. The voting is open. This is final action. Have

all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all

voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this

question there are 61 'ayes', 54 'nays', voting

'present', and there has been a request for a verification.

Mr. Clerk, please read the àffirmative Roll.>

Clerk McLennand: OThose Representatives voting in the affirmative

are Ackerman, Balthis, Biggert, Biggins: Black, Bostv

Brady, Churchill, Ciarlo, Clayton, Cowlishaw, Cross,

Deuchler, Doody, Durkin, Goslin, Hasserty Hoeft, Hughes,

Tim Johnson, Tom Johnson, John Jones, Klingler, Krause,

Kubiky Lachner, Lawfer, Leitch: Lindner, Lyons, McAuliffe:

Meyer, Mitchell, Moffitt, Andrea Moore, Mulligan, Maureen

Murphy, Myersy Noland, O'Connor, Pankau, Pedersen, Persico,

Poe, Rutherford, Ryder, Salvi, Saviano, Spangler, Stephens,

Tenbouse, John Turner, Wait, Weaver, Wennlund, Winkel,

Winters, Wirsing, Wojcik, Zickus, and Mr. Speaker.l
Speaker 3iggert: Houestions in the Affirmative roll?

Representative Hannig.?

Hannig: eYes. Is Representative Klingler on the floor?*

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Klingler is not in her chair,

but she is in the center aisle.e

Hannig: Hokay. Representative Wirsing?p

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Wirsing is down in the front.

Representative Maureen Murphy requests leave to be

verified.'

Hanniq: ''Representative Roskam?l

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Roskam is not voting.l

Hannig: RRepresentative Tom Johnson.p

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Tom Johnson is standing at his
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chair.''

Hannig: 'Representative Salvi??

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Salvi is standinq by his chair.'

Hannig: 'I'm shocked! Representative Wennlund??

Speaker Biggert: RRepresentative Wennlund.o

Hannig: ?No further, Madam Speakerol

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Wennlund is in the back./

Hannig: RYes, no further, Madam Speaker.''

Speaker Biggert: HThank you. On this question there are 61

voting 'aye', 54 voting 'nay', l voting 'present', and this

Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority, is hereby
declared passed. Mr. Clerk, messaqes from the Senate.'

Clerk McLennand: ''Madam Speaker, I'm directed to inform the House

of Representatives that the Senate has concurred with the

House of Representatives in the passage of the following

House Bills together with their Senate Amendments: House

Bill 42695 toqether with Senate Amendments 41 and 2 and

House Bill 43048 together with Senate Amendments #1 and 3,

in the adoption of which I'm instructed to ask concurrence

of the House. These passed the Senate, as amended, on May

l6th.''

Speaker Biqgert: Nlntroduction of Resolutions, Mr. Clerk.R

Clerk McLennand: WHouse Resolution 4119: offered by

Representative Hartke. House Resolution 4120, offered by

Representative Wojcik. House Joint Resolution 4115,
offered by Representative Barbara Currie. House Joint

Resolution 4116, offered by Representative Monique Davis.

House Joint Resolution 4117, 118, 119, 120, 121 and 122,

offered by Representative Monique Davis. These were a1l

referred to the Rules Committee.l

Speaker Biggert: Rsupplemental Calendar announcement, Mr. Clerk./

Clerk McLennand: Osupplemental Calendar #1 is being distributed.f
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Speaker Biggert: ''Mr. Clerk, on House Calendar Supplemental 41

under Resolutions appears House Joint Resolution 92. And

on that, Representative Meyer.?

Meyer: eThank you, Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House. House Joint Resolution 42 is a product of committee

work in the Veteran's Affairs Committee. As you can see

has bipartisan support for the Resolution and it urges the

United States Department of Veteran's Affairs to authorize

veterans to receive outpatient medical services in the

Lasalle/Mantino areas. Currently, there are many veterans

that reside in either the facilities that are located in

those two towns themselves or else in the surroundinq

community, and when they need to receive medical care they

have to drive all the way to one of the federal facilities

such as Hines Hospital in the City of Chicaqo.

It...because of the 1on9 trips tbat they have to drive,

they sometimes are out of their veteran's homes for a full

day in order to receive the treatment they have. What

we're doing here is asking the Federal Government to locate

outpatient services at tbe two veteran's bomes tbat were

named and to better serve the veteran's populations of the

state. Be happy to answer any questions.'

Speaker Biggert: OIs there any discussion? And on that,

Representative from Kankakee, Representative Novak.?

Novak: *Thank you, Madam Speaker. simply rise and ask my

colleagues to join in this very very worthwhile Resolution.
Representative Meyer and I and a1l the other Sponsors have

worked diligently on this. think it's a great idea that

we request our United States Department of Veteran's

Affairs to provide medical outpatient services to our

veterans at the various veteran's home facilities that

currently exist around the State of Illinois. It's
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unfortunate we don't have more veteran's homes. But I know

the department, in it's long range planning process, is

planning to expand beds ando..or the number of beds and

certain wings at facilities in the future. So, simply,

it's a very sound reasonable request for the United States

Department of Veteran's Affairs. Currently, in the City of

Joliet in Will County the VA has an outpatient clinic

downtown. It provides access to the veterans in that area

there which is a growing area of the southwestern suburbs,

providing a veteran's center outpatient clinic in Manteno

in Lasalle County, in Quincy, in Vienna in southern

lllinois: will enable veterans to cut down in their travel

time cause many veterans don't even have access to

transportation to get to a veteran's clinic such as in

Danville or Hines or north Chicago. So this is a real

simple but yet very logical and reasonable and appropriate

Resolution./

Speaker Biggert: ''Thank you. Any further discussion? The

Gentleman from Bureau, Representative Mautinoo''

Mautino: PThank you, Madam Speaker. I simply rise in support of

this Resolution and proud to be one of the Sponsors as

well. I've been workinq on this for quite some time with

members of our congressional delegation and with other

Members here who have...have homes, veteran's homes, within

their distrlct. think that this is going to be a

tremendous asset and I would hope that we could urge the

Federal Government to move on it to set up these needed

facilitieso?

Speaker Biggert: HThank you. Further discussion? The Gentleman

from Grundy, Representative Spangler.?

Spangler: lThank you, Madam Chairman (sic - Speaker), Ladies and

Gentlemen of the House. To the Bill. This is a very

77



STATB OF ILLINOIS
89TH GBNERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE

132nd Legislative Day May l6, 1996

important Bill. As a matter of fact, it's estimated that

in the long run when we started allowing these veterans to

be treated closer to their home town facilities there, that

it's qoing to save money. And not only save money, but it

will save the wear and tear of all these veterans that

served, you know, so that we could have the freedoms that

we bave here. 1 rise in strong support for this and would

encourage all my fellow colleagues to vote 'aye'. Thank

you.?

Speaker Biggert: ONo one seeking further recognition,

Representative Meyer to close.''

Meyer: nThank you, Madam Speaker. Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House, think it's important to note some oi the other

Sponsors on...or Cosponsors on the 3ill, Representative

Mautino: Black, Holbrook, and Lachner, all have

participated in the development of this legislation, this

Resolution. The Resolution does not require any state

expenditures and the facility would be provided fora..that

welre asking for, would be financed through the Federal

Government and through the veteran's programs that they

have. would simply ask that we have the unanimous

support of the Legisla.a.of the House. Thank youoR

Speaker Biggert: 'Thank you. The Gentleman has moved for the

adoption of House Joint Resolution 92. All those in favor

say 'aye', a11 those opposed say 'nay'. ln the opinion of

the Chair the 'ayes' have it and the Resolution is adopted.

Mr. Clerk, on page seven of the Calendar appears, under

Resolutions, House Joint Resolution 104. Representative

Stephens./

Stephens: 'Thank you, Madam Speaker. House Joint Resolution l04

simply calls for the creation of a task force to study the

feasibility of creating a regional airport authority in
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southwestern Illinois. That task force would be created,

have seven members, one appointed by the Governor, two by

each of the Speaker and President of the Senate and one by

each of the Minority Leaders of the respective Houses.

Chairman would be appointed by the Speaker. 1 move it's

adoption.p

Speaker Biggert: ''And on that is there any discussion? The

Gentleman from St. Clair, Representative Holbrook.n

Holbrook: OThank you, Mr. (sic - Madam) Speaker. Ladies and

Gentlemen, on this issue 1 have not received one call, one

contact of support from any of our regional planning

organizations, either East/West Gateway or Bi-state Transit
Districts or from either transit districts in either of my

counties, either St. Clair or Madison. We feel that there

should be a lot more local input on this and we disagree.

We...I disagree and most of my colleagues in my area

disagree with the makeup of this regional airport

authority. And at this time I would ask the people not

vote for this and people on both sides of tbe aisle join
with us to let us locally decide what we want to do with

our area down there to have.wogive us more input into it.

Right now we feel it's a stacked deck. What's going in is

about...it's going to be five Republicans and two Democrats

and we all know we're from a highly Democratic area. We'd

like to have our local people. I'd also require a roll...I

ask that there be a Roll Call and a verification on this

issue, Mr. Speak...Mrs. Speaker. Thank you.n

Speaker Biggert: ''Thank you. It wlll be so noted. The Gentleman

from Madison, Representative Hoffman.p

Hoffman: OYes, will the Sponsor yield?''

Speaker Biggert: *He indicates he will.''

Hoffman: OYes, Representative, I asked in committee whether the
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Leadership Council of Southwestern Illinois had taken any

position on this or whether they are in favor of this. Has

that changed? ïour answer Was no in committee.'

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Stephens.e

Stephens: MRepresentative, let's make sure wefre talking about

the same subject. This is a creation of a task force to
study. It's not the creation of a regional airport

authority. I think that the whole purpose is to go to

those local orqanizations, such as the Leadership Council

that you referred to, the various county officials, any and

all interested parties in developinq' the future

transportation needs as far as airports are concerned in

southwestern Illinois, so that we can avoid some of the

potential problems. No, I didn't go and check with the

various organizations that have interest in a variety of

topics in our area. That's the purpose of this Resolution

is to take a task force to them to ask their...for their

input. And l think that's a worthy idea. think it's

very timely and that we can prevent some future problems in

airport development in a major...the second major
metropolitan area in the State of Illinois.''

Speaker Biggert: 'Ladies and Gentlemen: please. Representative

Hoffman.f

Hoffman: eVes, I just wanted to tell Members on both sides of the
aisle what this is all about. In our area, and I've been

extremely, extremely fortunate to work with, on a

bipartisan basis, with all the Representatives in our area

to build a new civilian airport which is part of a military

airport at Scott Air Force Base. It's a joint use

facility. There are contracts that have been signed over

the years with the Federal Government and St. Clair County

which says that St. Clair County bas to.o.bas to be
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responsible for the local portion of the airport. There

are contracts with St. Clair County saying they have to run

it. Now we have a Resolution here today thatls going to

allow a1l people from Chicago and the Chicago suburban area

to make appointments as to who is going to serve on a board

to determine the future of who's going to run these

airports. Now I think it's ridiculous and 1'm asking

everybody for sure on my side of the aisle to oppose this

takeover attempt, number one. Number two, I'm askinq

people on your side of the aisle, if you're a downstater,

if you are Republican and you have any type of

transportation needs, it's a terrible precedent to set, to

start a task force that's going to be appointed by the

Speaker of the House, the President of the Senate, the

Minority Leader who is from Chicago and I don't want him

appointing members - Minority Leader in the House and

Senate, I don't want himo..them appointin: members to

determine the future of our transportation systems or

whether there's going to be a transportation authority in

my area. So J ask you a1l to join me and Representative
Holbrook, Representative Davis, Representative Wyvetter

Younqe, opposinq this piece...this takeover attempt and

letting Chicago and the suburban Chicago areas once again

stick their nose into our downstate area where they don't

belong.,

Speaker Biggert: ''Thank you. Further discussion? The Gentleman

from Clinton, Representative Granberg.n

Granberq: RThank you, Madam Speaker. I believe Representative

Holbrook requested a verification. Is that correct?e

Speaker Biggert: RYes, he did and it was duly noted.*

Granberg: pAnd you acknowledge that request, Madam Speaker?

Okay, thank you. To the Bi1l.''
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Speaker Biggert: pTo the Bill.*

Granberg: *To the Resolution, I'm sorry. 1, too, rise in

opposition. What we've seen this Session is unprecedented

interference with local governmental units. Whether we're

talking about a third airport in Peotone, which is

disastrous to downstaters, and noW in our own area

downstate. When we mix and we have this interference in

our local processes that could be disastrous for a11 of us

because once it happens to one group it will happen to

others. too, urge my Republican friends from downstate

in particular to vote 'no' on this. If you vote 'yes' you

will once again be sidin: with your suburban leadership,

youbll be voting against downstate Illinois, mucb like the

school aid formula, much like all these other votes that

have come before us in this chamber. If you vote with your

leadership you'll be voting against your constituents and

your downstate districts. We don't want interference from

suburban interests in downstate on how to run our airport.

We've worked together on this for many years, bipartisan,

regional cooperation and it has succeeded. Why would we

jeopardize this enterprise now? So I would ask

Representative Jones, Representative Bost and others, be

careful how you vote on this measure because this will come

back in the campaiqn. This is an issue that affects all of

us downstate. So we have asked you before, join with us on
a bipartisan basis. Work for downstate. Put the interest

of downstate above your suburban leadership and vote 'no'

on this Resolution.R

Speaker Biqgert: nIs there further discussion? The Gentleman

from Madison, Representative Davis.r

Davis, ''Thank you, Speaker. Would the Sponsor yield?R

Speaker Biggert: >He indicates he will.l
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Davis, S.: PRepresentative, can you give us an overview as to

exactly why you feel that we need this task force at this

time in our region?/

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative Stephens.o

Stephensl PRepresentative Davis: I don't know if you know this,

but manyo..many people don't recognize that southwestern

Illinois is the second largest populated area in the State

of Illinois. The second largest populated. think that

it is appropriate that as a legislative body we take a

moment. In spite of a1l of the protestations that I've

heard, all we are doing is studying an issue that is really

going to be one of the major issues of the 21st century and
that is air traffic, transportation needs and the airports

associated with them. We simply want to properly plan for

the future. The..oit seems to me that it's the appropriate

thing to do.n

Speaker Biggert: PRepresentative Daviso?

Davis, S.: RYes, the task force that you're wanting to create, is

there any provisions in there that would require that

members on that task force would be from our region?l

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Stephens.?

Stephens: lThe Resolution's very straightforward in relation to

that and it just simply gives the Speaker two appointments,

the President of the Senate two appointments, your side of

the aisle an appointment, the Democrats in the Senate an

appointment, the Governor, who represents the entire state,

two appointments. And 1 would hope that anyone interested

and I will help anyone interested in serving on this task

force to receive one of those appointments. 1 would hope

that the people of our area, and I've already been

contacted by several who have expressed an interest, that

they would welcome the opportunity simply to openly discuss
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the future of airport ownership, development and operations

in our area, the purpose of whicho.ol mean, unless you have

something to hide, why would you oppose long term planning

discussion of very important transportation issue of the

next century. I didn't think we would wind up with

opposition and now I'm wonderingo..You know, to me on the

surface, think, well, 'gee manently', do you have

something that you don't want discussed openly in the

Jublic. And remember, this didn't come from any leadership

on any side of the aisle. happen to have been born in

East St. Louis, raised in the City of Caseyville in St.

Clair County. now reside in Madison County. That is

southwestern Illinois. Jt is my home and I am the Sponsor

and that's the genesis of this. lt's my concern for the

future generations and how they're going to be impacted by

air transportation issues.l

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Davis.*

Davis, S.: Pnepresentative, we don't have anything to hide and

we're certainly not trying to hide anything. My main

concern is this. We have local control of our airports

right now. In Bethalto, my city, we have the

regional...the St. Louis Regional Airport Authority and the

members are appointed by the various mayors who are in the

airport authority district and appointed by the county

board chairman. That airport's been in existence since

1947. They've done an excellent job of expansion. They
continue to expand, they continue to meet the local needs

through that airport authority. The Madison County Transit

District has been in existence for a very lonq time. They

have recently purchased an airport and have complete

faith in the Madison County Transit District and their

leadership. Scott Air Force Base has been talked about,
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the Regional Commerce and Growth Association has talked

about air transportation openly for the last 20 years.

They've talked about our regional transportation needs

including air traffic for the last 20 years. Theyrre an

excellent plannin: orqanization. think that our local

people are much more qualified to discuss this than any

state task force is. have a big problem whenever we have

to bring the State of Illinois down into southwestern

Illinois and tell us how to run our business. We're not

trying to hide anythinq. Our books are open. All of the

transportation organizations' books are open. lt's there

for public discussion and public scrutiny and I would urge

all of my Members on the floor to please vote 'no' on this.

It's another waste of the taxpayers money in the State of

lllinois. Thank you.p

Speaker Biggert: nThere being no further discussion,

Representative Stephens to close./

Stephens: ?Well, once aqain my friends on the other side of the

aisle have tried to portray this...my friends on the other

side of the aisle have tried to portray this ior something

that it is not. There is nothing about control irom

Chicago or any other part of the region of the state. As a

matter of fact, this is simply a task force and what we

want to do is to hear from the various entities that you

refer to and others, the citizens that they affect. This

is indeed a great downstate issue. 1'm surprised that my

colleagues on the other side of the aisle don't want to

join with us on this side of the aisle that believe that we
ought to listen to local authorities. We ought to be going

out and reaching out in every way that we can to see how we

can assist them and that's the purpose here. There is

absolutely no power or control in this task force. is
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simply for the purpose of gathering information. Now the

only reason you would be opposed to gathering information

is if you had something to hide. I don't think Republicans

stand on this side of the aisle for hiding anythin: and

that's why we rise in support. This is a common sense

measure talking about economic development and

transportation issues in the 21st century. We can either

plan it or we can 1et it happen to us. I prefer to plan it

and that's why I want to go back to southwestern Illinois

with Representatives who will listen to the concerns and'

needs of that part ofe..that region of the state and give

them what is their dueo''

Speaker Bigqert: lThe Gentleman has moved the adoption of House

Joint Resolution 104. Al1 those in favor vote 'aye', all

those opposed vote 'nay'. The voting is open. Have all

voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this

question there are 60 voting 'aye', 55 votinq 'nay' and 0

voting 'present'. Representative Holbrook has asked for a

verification. Representative Holbrooke/

Holbrook: OThank you, Mr. (sic-Madam) Speaker./

Speaker Biggert: >Mr. Clerk...Mr. Clerk, please read the

affirmative vote.?

Clerk McLennand: lThose Representatives voting in the affirmative

are Ackerman, Balthis, Biggert, Biggins, Black, Bost,

Brady, Churchill, Ciarlo, Clayton, Cowlishaw, Cross,

Deuchler, Doody, Durkin, Goslin, Hartke, Hassert, Hoefty

Hughes, Tim Johnson, Tom Johnson, John Jones, Klingler,

Krause: Kubik, Lachner, Lawfer, Leitch, Lindner, McAuliffe,

Meyer, Moffitt, Andrea Moore, Mulligan, Myers, Noland:

O'Connor, Pankau, Parke, Pedersen, Persico, Poe,

Rutherford, Ryder, Salviy Saviano, Skinner, Spangler,

Stephens, Tenhouse, John Turner, Wait, Weaver, Wennlund,
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Winkel, Winters, Wirsinq, Wojcik, and Mr. Speaker.n
Speaker Biqgert: ''Representative Holbrook, Representative Krause

requests to be verified. Representative Holbrook.''

Holbrook: NRepresentative Klingler./

Speaker Biqgert: louestions of the those in the affirmative.'

Holbrook: ''Representative Klingler.?

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Klingler is in her chair.p

Holbrook: NRepresentative Lyons.o

Speaker Biggert: WRepresentative Lyons is not voting.

Representative Meyer requests leave to be verified.R

Holbrook: 'Fine, Jim. Representative Bostof'

Speaker Biggert: 'Representative Bost is in his chair.?

Holbrook: pokay. Representative Durkin.r

Speaker Biggert: lRepresentative Durkin is in his chair.?

Holbrook: Ookay. Representative Moffitt.p

Speaker Biggert: NRepresentative Moffitt is in his chair./

Holbrook: Hokay. Representative John Jones.?

Speaker Biggert: nRepresentative John Jones is standing by his

chair.''

Holbrook: pokay. All right. Representative Wait.?

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Wait. Representative Wait is

talking to Representative Moffitt.e

Holbrook: /1 have an inquiry of the Chair. Does this take 60

votes to pass? I ask the Parliamentarian.?

Speaker Biggert: >It takes more voting 'yes' than voting 'no'.

Just a majority of those voting.''
Holbrook: NMajority oi those votinq. Could you cite the rule?r

Speaker Biggert: eWhile we're waiting for... Representative Black

requests to be verified. And Representative Tim Johnson.

And Representative Verna Clayton. The...This Resolution

does not call for the expenditure of state funds. The task

force members serve without compensation; therefore, under

May l6, 1996
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Robert's Rules, this is a Motion requiring a majority of
those voting. Representative Holbrook.p

Holbrook: ''Yea, Representative Hartke.''

Speaker Biggert: pRepresentative Hartke. He seems to have

disappeared, Representative Holbrook. Mr. Clerk: take him

from the Roll.>

Holbrook: PRepresentative Lindner, is she not voting? Voting

yeS?W

Speaker Biggert: ORepresentative Lindner. Is Representative

Lindner in the chamber? Mr. Clerk, remove Representative

Lindner irom the Ro1l.>

Holbrook: RRepresentative Mitchell.''

Speaker Biggert: WRepresentative Mitchell. Is Representative

Mitchell in the chamber? Representative Mitchell. Mr.

Clerk, remove Representative Mitchell from the Chair (sic -

Ro1l).>

Holbrook: ''We withdraw that one. Representative Crosson

Speaker Biggert: ''Representative Cross. Representative Holbrook,

Representative Lindner has returned. Please restore

Representative Lindner to the Roll: Mr. Clerk.l

Holbrook: RNo further questions, Mrs. (sic-Madam) Speaker. Thank

you for that recognition on that Roll Call. Thank you -

and verification.'

Speaker Biggert: *On this question, there are 59 voting 'aye'r 55

voting 'nay' and 0 voting 'present' and this Resolution,

having been approved by majority of those voting, is hereby
adopted. The Gentleman from Dupage, Speaker Daniels is

Speaker 'Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House, once a year I have the privilege of having my eldest

daughter visit. She is a resident of Bethshan, the adult

care facility in Palos Heights, and she joins us today as

recognized.,

Daniels:
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my guest, and I would ask that you just say hello to her,
and she would like to say a few words to you, if you don't

mind. This is Laurie Daniels, my eldest daughter.P

Speaker Biggert: pLaurie Daniels is recognized./

Laurie Daniels: >Hi, thank you for letting me come. And you are

doinq a good job. And everything that a1l of those people
on the buses and we need to have seat belts. George Ryan

is good. And thank you for everything and have a good

dayon

Speaker Daniels: lLaurie is my eldest child. She suffered brain

damage shortly after birth. She is 31 years old and she

is, as many of you know ànd have met her, an inspiration

and deliqht. Let me just say that she lives at Bethshan,
which is an adult care facility in Palos Heights. We are

joined by Joe Lanenga: who runs the Bethshan orqanization.
And for adults like Laurie that have an opportunity to

excel and to meet the challenges, everyday challenge, but

also to excel and to meet their highest potential.

Organizations such as Bethshan and what we as a state do

for the handicapped people of this state, that is giving

them and affording them the opportunity to develop the

maximum of their potential. Laurie is an example of what

you all, over the years, have been doing for the disabled

in Illinois, and she is always grateful for that. What she

said to you was that seat belts are important in buses, so

you a1l know that, because she listened intently to the

discussion and the debate and was very concerned about that

and then told you that Georqe Ryan is good. George has

managed to provide license plates for all of their wheel

chairs, so they can zoom around the State of Illinois. And

in closing, let me just tell you that Laurie won two gold
medals in the Special Olympics. One for wheel chair
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racing, because she has an extra fast one and the other for

softball. So, thank you very much for listening to

Laurie.*

Speaker Biggert: NThe House could very much use her on our

softball team. We will keep that in mind for next year.

Mr. Clerk, introduction of Resolutions.''

Clerk McLennand: fHouse Resolution 4121, offered by Speaker

Daniels, was referred to the Rules Committee. Messages

from the Senate, Mr. Speaoo.Madam Speaker, I'm directed to

inform the House of Representatives that the Senate has

concurred with the House in the passage of the following

Bills, together with their Senate Amendments: House Bill

422, toqether with Senate Amendments 43 and 4: House Bill

4548, together with Senate Amendments #1, 3 and 4) House

Bill #1249, together with Senate Amendments #l, 2, 3, 4, 6,

7, 8, 9 and l0; House Bill 42230, together with Senate

Amendments 42 and House Bill 42294: together with Senate

Amendments 41 and House Bill 42529, together with Senate

Amendments 41 and 27 House Bill #3057, together with Senate

Amendment 41 - in the concurrence of which and the adoption

of which I#m instructed to ask for concurrence of the

House. Passed the Senate as amended May l6, 1996.*

Speaker Biggert: ''The Representative from Cook, Representative

Doody, for what purpose do you rise??

Doody: rMadam Speaker, as a point of privilege, 1'd like to

introduce in the gallery, the entire gallery, 200 plus the

entire eighth grade from James Hart Junior High School in

Homewood. Welcome. Thank you, Madam Speaker.?

Speaker Biggert: 'Thank you, Representative. We thought that it

was the entire state. Welcome, a1l of you. We're joined
today by the Athens High School F.F.A., the winning 1996

State F.F.A. Meat Judging Competition. With them is Mr.
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Terry Brown, the F.F.A. Advisor Coach. The Athens High

School team is the guest of Representative Poe. Please

join me in welcoming them.''

Speaker Wojcik: nRepresentative Wojcik in the Chair. On page 4
appears Senate Bill 643. Mr. Clerk, read the Bill.O

Clerk McLennand: OSenate Bill 4643, the Bill's been read a second

time previously. Floor Amendment #1... Floor Amendment #l,

offered by Representative Hughes, has been approved for

consideration.e

Speaker Wojcik: NRepresentative Hughes, do you wish to proceed
with Floor Amendment #1 or do you wish to proceed with

Floor Amendment 42 on its own?o

Hughes: nI wish to withdraw Floor Amendment 41 and proceed with

Floor Amendment #2.N

Speaker Wojcik: ''With leave of the House, Floor Amendment 41 is
withdrawn.o

Clerk McLennand: OFloor Amendment #2# offered by Representative

Hughes, is approved for consideration.''

Speaker Wojcik: lRepresentative Hughes, on Floor Amendment #2./
Hughes: PThank you, Madam Speaker. Floor Amendment 42 amends the

Nursing Home Care Act by removing the mandated prescreening

for parties entering long term care facilities. And this

Amendment has the technical corrections that webre missing

in Amendment #l, which was discussed Health and Human

Services yesterday./

Speaker Wojcik: >You've heard the Lady's Motion. And on that, is
there any discussion? The Lady from Cook, Representative

Schakowsky, is recognized.p

Schakowsky: pThank you, Madam Speaker. want to talk to

the...to this Amendment and want to urge everyone in this

House to oppose this Amendment - and here's why. Right

now, the majority of pqople who enter nursin: homes convert
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recipients at a tremendous cost to the

State of Illinois. Secondly, most people would prefer to

stay in their homes, rather than go to nursing homes, and

very often are unaware of that option. The universal

prescreening, which this state adopted last year, was

intended to address both these issues. That is, to save

the state significant dollars in Medicaid expenditures and

to make sure that the elderly in this state were aware of

their options, which might be home care, home delivered

meals, an array of options in the community that preclude

their having to go - or thinking they have to go to a

nursing home. This is a measure that is widely supported

by the elderly in the state. The AARP is for it, as well

as home care providers, as well as advocates for the

elderly and for persons with disabilities. This is a Bill

that is not in any way government coercion. This is a Bill

that will explain to people at a critical moment in their

lives what the options are. This is a Bill that

middle-class families, middle-class seniors really need.

How oiten do you as Legislators get people calling your

office, 'What am I going to do with Mom? What am I going

to do with Dad? What am 1 going to do to avoid going to a

nursing home?' That was the purpose of this Bill. At an

eleventh hour effort that benefits nobody, except för the

nursing home industry. These are the only beneficiaries of

this Bill, because it will make sure that more people go

into nursing homes. They're for this Amendment. We should

be siding with the elderly in this state, with persons with

disabilities who want to stay in their homes, or at least,

have the information to make an intelligent decision. We

pay as a state for 65% of the nursing home bills. We are

talking about millions, even perhaps over a billion dollars
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wdrth of bills that go to, well over a billion dollars,

that go to nursing homes in this state. We want to have

universal prescreening, so that we can help the elderly do

what they want to do, so that we can save money as a state.

It makes no sense at all, no sense at all, to vote 'yes' on

this Amendment. Now, if we want at some time to evaluate

the universal prescreening after it's been in effect, which

in fact is part of the current leqislation, to evaluate,

let's do that. And if we want to do it better, fine. But

this is not the time when werre trying to save money on

Medicaid, on health care costs, to do away with the one

mechanism that will guarantee that we are able to save

money and to give seniors the tools that they want and the

tools that they need. I am sure you check your messages

that you are qetting phone calls, frantic phone calls,

because nobody knew about tbis end run to do away with a

wonderful mechanism to save money and help seniors. urge

all of you at this time to vote 'no' on Floor Amendment

42.%

Speaker Wojcik: *Is there any further discussion? The Lady from

Cook, Representative Mulligan, is recognized.?

Mulligan: OThank you, Madam Speaker. too, agree that this is

a rush for something that was put in the press that would

make seniors panic that we're invading their privacy.

think to the contrary. This is something that would aid

them before they have spent their money to go into a

nursinq home and would certainly put out their options,

something that we've tried to do for awhîle. Anyone that

has seen what has happened in the past year, the proposals

that are coming out of Washington and what will happen with

Medicaid dollars know that those Medicaid dollars are going

to be less and the burden increases on the state. Of our
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budget, which is somewhere in the neighborhood of $36

billion, l8% of it goes to long term care and Medicaid. Of

that 18%, 2/3 are poor people who spend only 1/3 of that.

The other l/3 are the elderly and disabled, who spend 2/3

of our Medicaid dollar. The object of the prescreening is
to 1et them kno? what their options are, that may stay in

their homes longer, that they do things that seniors would

probably prefer, rather than to enter a nursing home. How

many of us have heard a parent or a friend or a relative

say, 'The last thing I want to do is go to a nursin: home.'

we eliminate this and we pass this Amendment, what

happens is the first time we get to talk to them is when

they're already Medicaid eligible and it may be too late to

assist them in not going into a nursing home and providing

them with other options. Many of our senior centers and

many of the people that are gearing up to do this

prescreening offer a comprehensive service of tellinq

people what's available for them to stay in their home. If

the ability to get Meals On Wheels or a personal attendant

or move to a mid-level care facility are there, then they

can have those options long before they reach the dollars.

I think that it has been overcharacterized b0th in the

press as something that is an invasion of privacy when

it...within one or two questions, you can eliminate that,

if you do not care to participate. And if you would talk

to one of the major newspapers: who I...as I have before
over the summer from their Editorial Board, they agree that

we have a problem with the spend down and the giving away

of assets in lllinois that we do not address. And while

the Editorial Board agrees with that, they turn around in

one oé their financial aids sections and put out a sheet on

financial planning on how you can do just this, divest
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yourself of your assets. This particular problem is

creatinq a Medicaid crunch here in Illinois and it's very

difficult for us to address that. Instead, we look for a

better way that is easier to deal with. Those of us that

are...our relatives may soon be us, and that is to

prescreen and to show people the options that they have,

not to enter a nursing home. This Bill will eliminate a

problem, will eliminate a solution to a problem that we've

talked about and has been on the books, is going into

effect July lst for over a year. I think that is a very

good idea to personally get at senior citizens and talk to

them when they still have the money available to avail

themselves of the many options there are prior to enterinq

a nursing home, or make them aware of the fact that in some

instances their disability may not make them eligible for

Medicaid after theyrve already spent those assets, and it's

too late to avail themselves of other options. 1 think

we're rushing to this because of a few newspaper articles

and maybe a radio show that seems to say that we are

getting into people's privacy. I think it had better be

put to a discussion of how we can do this in maybe a little

different way, but I think it is a good solution to a

problem that is also very compassionate, very helpful to

seniors and will save the state a lot of money in the long

run, besides being a very, very compassionate solution for

things that they need. I also would urge either a 'no' or

a 'present' vote on this. I do not think is a good

idea, and I think we need to examine it very carefully.

The long term savings is much: much greater than the small

cost of this prescreening, which should have been available

to people for years, and we have not offered it.''

Speaker Wojcik: ?Is there any further discussion? The Gentleman
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from Cook, Representative Lang, is recognized.p

Lang: HThank you. rise to agree with my colleagues,

Representative Schakowsky and Mulligan in their opposition

to this Amendment. would add that Representative

Mulligan has asked you to vote 'no' or 'present'. This

is.e.this is an Amendment, so a fpresent' vote doesn't

help. So, if youfre opposed to this, vote 'no'. And Madam

Speaker, we would request a Roll Call vote on this. l'm

joined by many of my colleagues for a Roll Call vote and we

would ask for a verification as well.@

Speaker Wojcik: nAny further discussion? The Gentleman from
Will. Representative Wennlund. Did you wish... okay. Any

further discussion? The Gentleman from Effingham,

Representative Hartke.p

Hartke: OThank you, Madam Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?*

Speaker Wojcik: Nshe indicates she wil1./
Hartke: HRepresentative Hughes, think I understand what you#re

try#ng to do here. Could you tell me, will tbis program

that is to go into effect July 1st, has that been done in

any other states?r

Speaker Wojcik: ''Representative Hugheso''
Hughes: NI believe it is.?

Speaker Wojcik: RRepresentative Hartke.l
Hartke: >:s that proqram proved to be cost effective in those

other states?/

May 16, 1996

Speaker Wojcik: qRepresentative Hughes.l
Hughes: PI have heard reports both ways. Some say it is, some

say is noto/

Speaker Wojcik: pRepresentative Hartke./
Hartke: *Well, it's my understandin: that the program that's to

go into effect July lst would require senior citizens and

those who seek to enter nursing homes would submit
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interview to determine what those

individuals' options are, and not necessarily requirinq

them to go to a nursing home or to not qo to a nursing

home, but to allow them to seek out a11 the options that

are available. Is that correct?l

Speaker Wojcik: HRepresentative Hughes.e
Hughes: *1t would require, yes, an interview prescreening for al1

private payinq individuals for a11 individuals

irrespective of need to be undertaken prior to admission to

a lonq term care facility./

Speaker Wojcik: Hnepresentative Hartkee/
Hartke: PYes: and this interview would take place with that

individual or a guardian. What does the law specifically

say?e

Speaker Wojcik: PRepresentative Hughes.?

Hughes: OThat would be subject to rule-making.''

Speaker Wojcik: lRepresentative Hartke.o
Hartke: NWe1l, if this law is to go into effect July 1st, those

rule-makinq issues should be before JCAR at this time, so

that we could implement that law on the designated date.

Is that correct?'

Speaker Wojcik: RRepresentative Hughes./
Hughes: ''My understanding is that there are negotiations for the

rule-making on this issue.N

Speaker Wojcik: HRepresentative Hartkeop

Hartke: ''Well, don't know: but I think stand here in

opposition to this Floor Amendment simply because it makes

that information available to those individuals. And I've

heard a couple speakers out here say that, and I know it's

the case in my family, that that's the last thing that my

parents want to do. I mean their last absolute option that

they want to do, and that is to go to a nursing home. I'm
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sure that would be the opinion of most of us for our

parents if they're still alive or even ourselves in that

situation. So 1'm not sure that we should not allow this

1aw to go into effect to see What happens. You know we

could always repeal that law at a later date and so forth.

One, it would make all the options available through this

requirement that they have this interview. And number two,

it could save the State of Illinois some money. Now I know

that the long-term care is probably opposed to the law

that's going to go into effect, but 1 think they've :ot to

see our side, too. Wefre trying to be as cost effective as

the State of Illinois and provide those nursing home

facilities and available beds to those who have no other

option that's available, but without that knowledge of the

other options, they don't have a choice or they don't know

a choice. So I think maybe we ought to let that law qo

into effect and see if it does work, so I reluctantly, 1:11

have to stand in opposition to the Sponsor's Floor

Amendment 42.*

Speaker Wojcik: RIs there any further discussion? The Gentleman
from Cook, Representative Kubik, is recognized.''

Kubik: ''Thank you, Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House. rise in support to Representative Hughes'

Amendment. lt seems to me that what we're talkinq about

here are people who are involved in private pay nursing

homes. I know I've got a number of private pay nursinq

homes in my district that accept no...no government funds.

As a matter of fact, they have instances where they have

life-care contracts with their people and others pick up

the tab. So the government, we the taxpayers don't pay for

those folks. They do it themselves. And so what we're

saying to these people are that you've got to go through
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this governmental bureaucracy and prescreening process in

order to do somethin: that you wish to do with your own

money. And frankly, don't think that's a good idea. I

think that if there are Medicaid or governmental dollars

involvedp then they ought to go to a prescreening process.

But this is a system, Representative Hughes, al1

Representative Hughes is saying is that you are using

your own money, your own private funds, and you're going

into a private pay nursing home, you ought to have...you

shouldn't be required to qo through this process. think

that's only common sense. 1 think that makes a lot of...it

makes good sense for us, and I would support the Lady's

Motion on Floor Amendment 42.*

Speaker Wojcik: /Is there any further discussion? The Lady from
Kane, Representative Lindner, is recognized.o

Lindner: WThank you, Madam Chairman (sic - Speaker). Will the

Sponsor yield?n

Speaker Wojcik: ''She indicates she will.n
Lindner: /1 don't know how I'm going to vote on this yet. 1'm

listening very carefully to the debate, but can you tell me

exactly how this works when a person who has money and

wants to put a senior citizen into a nursing home, what

procedure would they exactly have to go through? Does the

person have to appear, him or herself? Are there forms

that have to be filled out? Where does the person go? How

much time does it take? Is this an invasion of privacy or

if tbey are asked if they make over a certain amount a

year, then do they not have to fill anything out? Could you

tell me exactly what the procedure would be?p

Speaker Wojcik: PRepresentative Hugheso?
Hughes: PAs 1 stated before, the rules are in the process oi

being formulated. It is anticipated that these interviews
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would be approximately one-half hour, conducted by either

through contract by DORS or the Department of Aging. They

would inquire as to an income level. That question would

not have to be answered, and then the interview would go on

from there.n

Speaker Wojcik: lRepresentative Lindner.''
Lindner: pDoes this mean that a person is in a town where

there is not a branch of one of these aqencies, where would

they have to travel or does some one come to their home?

lf the person is infirm, does the person have to go him or

herself?e

Speaker Wojcik: ''Representative Hughes.W
Hughes: pI can't answer all of that again, because all of the

rules aren't in place. For those that would be moving from

a hospital setting to a long-term care facility, I presume

that interview would be taking place, and believe that is

the intent, would be taking place at the hospital, rather

than at the residence. As to those who would not be in a

facility prior to the long term care facility, 1 cannot

answer that.p

Speaker Wojcik: NRepresentative Lindner.?

Lindner: RBut 1 quess then if someone wanted to put their

relative in a nursing home, and went to that nursing home,
the nursing home would advise them that they couldn't come

there until they went through this government process. Is

that correct?p

Speaker Wojcik: lRepresentative Hughes.l
Hughes: OYes.>

Speaker Wojcik: GRepresentative Lindner.''

Lindner: WThank you.H

Speaker Wojcik: lAny further discussion? The Gentleman from
Kankakee, Representative Novak, is recognized./
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Novak: lThank you, Madam Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?''

Speaker Wojcik: lshe indicates she wil1.H

Novak: HRepresentative, I understand it, are you just taking
out the part of the rule-making or the Bill that relates to

private pay facilities. Is that it??

Speaker Wojcik: *Representative Hughes.''
Hughes: PMadam Speaker, would like to take this 3il1 out of the

record for the moment.o

Speaker Wojcik: *At the Sponsor's request, the Bill will be taken
out of the record. Mr. Clerk, on paqe 6 of the Calendar

appears Senate Bill 1814. Mr. Clerk, read the Bill.O

Clerk McLennand: 'lsenate Bill 41814, the Bill's been read a

second time previously. No Committee Amendments, no Floor

Amendments. Fiscal Notes, State Mandates Note have been

requested and filed.''

Speaker Wojcik: lThird Reading. Mr. Clerk, on the Order of

Senate Bi11 - Third Reading appears Senate Bill

1314...1814. Read the Bill, Mr. Clerk.''

Clerk McLennand: Psenate Bill 41814: a Bill for an Act concerning

the conveyance of land. Third Reading of this Senate

Bill.e

Speaker Wojcik: WThe Gentleman from Cook, Representative Saviano,
is recognized.'

Saviano: RThank you, Madam Speaker, Members of the House. Senate

Bill 1815 facilitates a land transfer from the Department

of Natural Resources to the Museum of Contemporary Art in

Chicago. This is enabling legislation for this transfer to

occur. It passed out of the.ovout of Committee unanimously

and I would ask for a favorable vote.?

Speaker Wojcik: lAnd on tbat, is there any discussion? The
Gentleman from Cook, Representative Lang, is recognizedoN

Lang: fMadam Speaker, rise in support of this, but would
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yield my time to Representative Erwin.p

Speaker Wojcik: pRepresentative Erwin.e
Erwin: HThank you, Madam Speaker. That will, I'm sure, be the

first and possibly, but thank you, Representative. I

appreciate that. I rise in strong support of Senate Bill

1814. This is an opportunity for the Museum of

Contemporary Art in Chicago to be able to oWn the land that

the state has been leasing to them for $1 a year for 99

years. lt so happens that the Museum of Contemporary Art

is not one of the museums in the parks, as the Chicago Art

Institute, the Chicaqo Historical Society and the other

museums in 'the parks do receive a subsidy from property

taxes in the City of Chicago. As I know many of you know,

the funding for the arts has been reduced b0th at the

national level and at the state level. I think this is a

good opportunity for them to be able to leverage a little

bit of additional dollars that they can certainly use for a

great institution that wi1l...a new museum that will be

opening in July. So I certainly urge an 'aye' vote. Thank

XOU@W

Speaker Wojcik: NWith no one seekinq recognition, Representattve
Saviano, to close./

Saviano: *Thank you, Madam Speaker. I appreciate a big vote on

this.'

Speaker Wojcik: OThe question is, 'Shall Senate 3il1 1814 pass?'
All those in favor vote 'aye'; a1l those opposed vote

'nay'. The voting is open. This is final action. Have

a11 voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all

voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this

question, there are l04 'ayes', 10 'nays', 0 voting

'present', and this Bill, having received a Constitutional

Majority, is hereby declared passed. Mr. Clerk,
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Resolution #122, offered by

Representative O'Connor, referred to the Rules Committee./

Speaker Wojcik: ?We would like to extend welcome to 60 nurses,
who are representinq the Illinois Organization of Nurse

Leaders and the Illinois Council of Nurse Managers. They

are holdin: their mid-year meeting in Springfield today and

they are guests of Representative Krause. Mr. Clerk,

Committee Announcements.e

Clerk McLennand: NThe Rules Committee will meet at 2:30 in the

Majority Leader's Office. Rules Committee Will meet at

2:30 in the Majority Leaderfs Office.'

Speaker Wojcik: lFor what purpose does the Gentleman from Fulton,

Mr. Smith, rise? Youlre just being funny. Would you like
to speak, Mr. Smith? Are you going to Washinqton or

something?''

Speaker Daniels: 'Speaker Daniels in the Chair. We're joined in
the qallery by members of the Beardstown Ladies Group.

They are the guests of Representative Myers, in the rear of

the chamber. Please welcome them to Sprinqfield. You may

know the Ladies of Beardstown, because they have been

highlighted in national news. personally have watched

you on national news, and I've been following your

investment plan. I1m not as successful as you are, but

they've written two articles or publoootwo best-sellinq

books on investment strategy. So, Members of the House,

you might talk to them. They could give you a lot of

advice. And thank you very much for joininq us: Ladies,
and the good work you do. The Rules Committee is to meet

at 2:30 in the Majority Leader's Office. have several
announcements that I'd like to make. The House Republican

Caucus will meet immediately in Room 114. The House will
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reconvene at the hour of 3:30 and I have an announcement#

to make on the rest of the Session schedule. We will work

today and we will work tomorrow and be prepared to work

potentially late tomorrow. We will then adjourn until
Monday at 10:00 a.m., so we'll start working on Monday at

10:00 a.m. You are to return to start work and pack for

the rest of the time. We'11 stay in Session till we

conclude our work. So, wefll once again, we will be out of

Session Saturday and Sunday. Return Monday at 10:00. So

when you come back on Monday, just be prepared to stay
until we conclude our work, which we have targeted for

Wednesday, but you never know around this place, so be

prepared to stay as lonq as necessary. So the House will

now stand in recess until 3:30 p.m. There will be an

immediate Republican Caucus in 1l4 and Rules Committee is

meeting in the Majority Leader's Office at 2:30.
Representative Brunsvold, there is no Democrat Caucus.

There is no Democrat Caucus. Alright, thank you.

Attention Members of the House of Representatives, the

House will delay reconvening until 4:00 p.m.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *The House will come to order. House will

come to order. Representative Johnson in the Chair.

Members will please be in their chair. Will all

unauthorized personnel please remove themselves forthwith

from the House Chamber. Committeee..committee Reports, Mr.

Clerkaf

Clerk McLennand: *committee Report from Representative Churchill,

Chairman from the Committee on Rules, to which the

following Joint Action Motions were referred, action taken

on May 16, 1996, reported the same back 'do approve for

consideration' to the House floor: House Resolutions 4121

and 122, House Joint Resolution 4114, approved for
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42 to Senate Bill 1363:

Floor Amendment 43 to Senate Bill 1390, Floor Amendment 44

to Senate Bill 1669 and Conference Committee Report 42 to

Senate 3i1l 41140: approved for consideration Motions to

Concur in Senate Amendment #1 to House Joint Resolution

#85, Senate Amendment #1 to House Bill 2250 and Senate

Amendments #1, 2 and 3 to House Bill 2664./

Speaker Johnson, Timk Nsupplemental Calendar announcements, Mr.

Clerko''

Clerk McLennand: ''Supplemental Calendar 42 is beinq distributed.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lThe Gentleman from Cook, Representative

Lang, for what purpose do you rise? Please give Mr. Lan:

your attention.p

Lang: ''Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This morning we were suppose to

convene at 10:00 a.m. At five minutes to l0, was sitting

at my office and I heard a very clear announcement, that

the House will convene in five minutes. We came to the

floor and we didn't convene for many, many, many more than

five minutes. And we adjourned earlier, we were supposed
to be back at 3:30. Then there was an announcement we were

supposed to be back at four o'clock, and it's now 4:41 and

now we're convening. And going to ask the same

question I asked yesterday, Mr. Speaker. Are these times

tbat we're given, times we can count on or should we just
consider them to be estimates?e

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''The Gentleman from Madison, Representative

Stephens, for what purpose do you rise?'

Stephens: ''The Gentleman from Cook is starting to suffer from

delusions. Probably suffered some secondary to the

soitball game last night. He played his heart out. He

obviously has some sort of fascination with the clock.

Time marches on, Representative. There are only so many
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minutes in a day, and we promise, we will not overwork you.

And we also hope that you'll play better next year.R

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PThe Gentleman from Effingham,

Representative Hartke, for what purpose do you rise?e

Hartke: NWell, I have an inquiry of the Clerk.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: Ostate your inquiry.''

Hartke: PWell, I just updated my handy, dandy computer here and
looking down the list of the Bills and Resolutions I

introduced this morning to the Clerk, House

Resolution...they qave me a number 119. And I see that ll8

is on my computer and l2l and 122. was wondering if you

lost it somewhere, because 1 don't see ll9 or 1207/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ORepresentative Hartke, we're looking into

that. In any event, the Resolutions are still in the Rules

Committee. Proceeding to the Order of Supplemental

Calendar 41 on tbe Order of Concurrence appears HJR 85.

And on that, the Chair recognizes the Gentleman from

Washington, Representative Deering. Proceed, Sir.l

Deering: nThank youp Mr. Speaker. move to concur with Senate

Amendment l on HJR #85. The only thing the Resolution does

is changes the reporting date from, I believe August 1,

1996 to January 1997./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: OOn the Motion to concur, is there any

discussion? The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from

Vermilion, Representative Black./

Black: WThank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Will the Gentleman

yield?'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Indicates he will.''

Black: pRepresentative, 1 thought you promised me I could be on

this Resolution with you. Have you forgotten?''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ORepresentative Deering.p

Deerinq: /1 did, Representative, but 1911 be more than happy to
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add your name as a Chief Sponsore/

Black: OThank you very much. You're a Gentleman and a scholar

and there are very few left.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PThe Gentleman from Washington has moved

that the House concur with Senate Amendment 41 to HJR 85.

Those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; those opposed by

voting 'no'. The voting is open. This is final action.

Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have

a1l voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this

question, there are 1l3 voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no' or

'present' and the House does concur in Senate Amendment 41

to HJR85 and the House does adopt HJR 85. Mr. Clerk: on

theo..on Supplemental Calendar 42 under the Order of

Resolutions appears HJR 114. And on that, the Chair

recognizes the Gentleman from Winnebago, Representative

Winters.'

Winters: pThank you, Mr. Speaker, Members of the House. HJR l14

calls for a commission to examine the various alternatives

to ad valorem property taxes for the funding of schools in

Illinois, and I would urge its adoption. It would be

composed of six Members of the Senate, six Members of the

House. This is the leqislative response to the Ikenberry

Report.f'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *On the Resolution, the Chair

recognizes.o.and if we could please give the Gentleman your

attention, the Gentleman from Clinton, Representative

Granberg, proceed.e

Granberg: >Will the Gentleman yield?''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: OHe indicates he will.>

Granberg: nRepresentative Winters, tbis sounds like a very novel

idea. Sounds like a very novel idea. We've never done

this before. How many tasks force have we had or how many
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funding education? Do you know?p

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Winters.f

Winters: NYou know I do not. 1...''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: Pplease give the Gentleman your attention.

Proceed.e

Winters: do not kno? how many wefve had. This is the first

one that I've sponsoredo/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: nRepresentative Granberg.''

Granberg: pso, we're going to study this again, because well,

let's put it this way. Were you in favor of the Governor's

Blue Ribbon Panel recommendation?''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Winters.''

Winters: ''I don't know what this is waving in front of me here,

but I think that at least one Member on our side was in

favor of that./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: OFurther questions, Representative

Granberg?/

Granberq: >Well, were you not in favor of the Governor's

proposal?p

Speaker Johnson, Tim: nRepresentative Winters.f

Winters: ,1 thought the Governor's proposal needed additional

work, and that is the genesis of this commission. It lacks

leqislative input, and this obviously will be heavily

weighted towards the legislative input. Wefre the ones

that have to pass the legislation to put it into effect,

and that's the reason for this commission - is to come back

to this next General Assembly with a definite plan. They

would be studying through this summer and come back next

year when we have plenty of time in the next General

Assembly and to work on this and get it off dead center./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Further questions, Representative

Granberg?'
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Granberq: 'Are these members going to be serving voluntarily?

Are they going to be paid? Is there any staff that's going

to be utilized? Any expenses? What's going to be entailed

in this new idea?n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Winters.?

Winters: P1 would assume that there would be per diems, but we

already are paid. Staff would be working on this issue

anyway, but possibly with a little bit more focus with a

commission driving them to come up with a final solution.?

Speaker Johnson: Tim: PRepresentative Granberg.l

Granberg: NWhere would these staff come from?/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Winters.'

Winters: RThey would come from the Representative's District

Office from the staff that's already on line. assume

that we would have a liaison from the Department of

Revenue, other people as needed. But, all people who would

be on staff already.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *Representative Granberg.'

Granberg: ''So we're going to use our District Office personnel to

draft this report. Is that what you're saying?/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Winterso''

Winters: nI have a wonderful legislative assistant
. I will

probably use her for at least soùe of the support work.
''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Granberg.p

Granberg: NAnd so I assume your legislative assistant has better

credentials than Stan Ikenberry and his or her report will

be a little more professional than Mr. Ikenberry's

recommendation?*

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pRepresentative Winters.p

Winters: nYou know actually, think my legislative assistant may

have more leqislative experience than Stan Ikenberry doeso
''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pRepresentative Granberg.o
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Granberg: nWhat didn't you like about the Governor's Blue Ribbon

Task Force recommendation? What do you want to clarify?l

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NRepresentative Winters.p

Winters: P1 simply felt that it was a response from a number of

people who were engaqed in their own organizational

activities. They had their own axes to grind. They did

not have to consider the ramifications of trying to pass

legislation in Springfield. I felt that they lacked a

legislative perspective.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: DRepresentative Granberg.f

Granberg: ''Didn't you have the opportunity to testify before the

Blue Ribbon Committee?l

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Winters.''

Winters: /1 was not asked.e

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Granbergop

Granberg: nDidn't you have the opportunity, Representative? We

all had the ability to go before the Commission and offer

testimony. Did you not avail yourself of that

opportunity?'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RRepresentative Winters.?

Winters: 'You're correct. I did not.W

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *Representative Granberg.?

Granberg: PAnd so how are you going to change this? What

legislative proposal are you going to make or what do you

think should be made to address the legislative input?

Could you be a little more definitive.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pRepresentative Wintersop

Winters: Hl'm sorry, I missed the last part of your question.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ORestate the question, Representativeop

Granberg: lcould you be a little more definitive on what you saw

as lacking legislative input?p

Speaker Johnson, Tim: 'fRepresentative Winters.o
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Winters: ''I'm simply sayin: that the make up of that

Committee...or Commission did not properly consider the

areas, the different parts of the state and how we are

going to, as representing our own districts, have to come

back on this entire question of education funding.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pRepresentative Granberg, you have 10

seconds.p

Granberg: lThank you. To the Resolution. Thank you,

Representative Winters. Mr. Speaker, you could just
extend the time for a moment.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *An extra minute, Representative. Proceed.?

Granberq: nThank you. Well, this is going to look good on the

campaign brochure. Letfs study this again. We studied

about six times. We've had legislative commissions, we've

had legislative task forces and now we#re going to have

another one because of the election campaign issue, because

the Legislature has failed to address the problem of

education funding reform. We unilaterally killed the

Governor's proposal. The House proposal took money away

from downstate and poor school districts, although a1l our

downstate Republican friends voted for it for the flat

grants, and now we have to look to this. This is...This is

absurd at its best. And l have no comment. This will sail

out of here, but this does nothing. And a parliamentary

inquiry, Mr. Speaker. bave been told that this is not on

our computer. Is this not on the system?n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Granberg, do you withdraw

your inquiry?p

Granberg: lYes, the Clerk indicated it is now on the computer, so

that is fine. withdraw my remarkso?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RThank you, Representative. The Chair

recognizes the Gentleman from McHenry, Representative

111



STATE OF ILLINOIS
89TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE

132nd Legislative Day May 16# 1996

Skinner, on the Resolution.''

Skinner: ''Yes, the text says that this commission shall examine

various alternatives to ad valorem property taxes for the

funding of schools in Illinois. Now, automatically I think

that means income tax hike, but 1 might be wrong. Is this

commission going to study the option that Representative

Wirsing has come up with and could be labeled under the

generic term a local option front end referendum income tax

replacement for part of property taxes?/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ,1 assume yourre asking if the Gentleman

will yield. He indicates he will. Representative

Winters.n

Winters: nThat is one of many ideas that I think have merit. The

idea is to winnow it out and come back to the Legislature

with the idea that 12 Legislators are putting this idea

forward. I would certainly assume that Representative

Wirsing's idea would be one of those that is most heartily

considered.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Skinner.o

Skinner: RWell, I must admit 1 have that sneaking suspicion that

this is the first step toward a massive income tax

increase, but 1'11 give the Gentleman the benefit of the

doubt and support his Resolution.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PThank you, Sir. The Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Kankakee, Representative Novak, proceed.o

Novak: RYes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Will the Gentleman yield?/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: Nlndicates he will./

Novak: fRepresentative Winters, how many meetings do you plan on

having around the State of Illinois? Can you give us an

idea??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Winters.H

Winters: ,1 am not planning to have any meetings. This
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commission will be chaired by two Members of the House and

Senate. It will be up to the commission to decide what

type of meetings they wish to hold.e

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Novak.''

Novak: >Well, did you have an opportunity to travel and testify

before the lkenberry Commission this past year??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative...f

Novak: NThose are public meetings held around the State of

Illinois. Did you have an opportunity to attend any of

those??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: 'Representative Wintersop

Winters: nThere were none convenient to me. I did not travel to

those. They were farther out of town.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NRepresentative Novak.?

Novak: NWell# I drove about 40 miles north to Joliet and attended

a meeting that was chaired by Mr. Ikenberry, and 1 can tell

you that he conducted that meeting in a very honorable,

professional and proficient manner. And 1 think all those

members that served on that committee performed just as
well. I would like to make a recommendation. I think we

ought to invite Stanley Ikenberry to testify before this

commission. I think it's very appropriate that the

renowned, retired President of the University of Illinois

should be invited to testify before this commission.

Ladies and Gentlemen, just as previous speakers has (sic -
have) indicated, this is going to f1y out of here. It's

going to really look good for campaiqns, but we've been

down here and we know we have a term for these things.

They're called 'dog and pony' shows. That's all this is

going to be.R

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pThe Gentleman from Cook, Representative

Parke, proceed. Representative Parke. Representative
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Parke, your light is on. Do you wish to address the

Resolution? Apparently not, then the Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Vermilion, Representative Black.''

Black: 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move the previous question.p

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''The question is, 'Shall the main question

be put?' Those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; those

opposed by saying 'nay'. In the opinion of the Chair, the

'ayes' have it. The main question is put. Representative

Winters, to close.''

Winters: lThank you, Mr. Speaker, Members of the House. The idea

of this Resolution is to force this General Assembly to

address the property tax funding of our schools, bring back

a solution by the next Session, and I would urge lts

adoption.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PThe question is, #Sha11 HJR ll4 be

adopted?' Those in favor signify by voting faye'; those

opposed by voting 'no'. The voting is open. Have al1

voted who wish? Have a1l voted who wish? Have all voted

who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On tbis question,

there are 97 voting 'yes', 14 voting 'no' and 3 voting

'present' and HJR 114 is adopted. On page 5 of the

Calendar under Senate Bills - Second Reading appears Senate

Bill 1669. Read the Bill, Mr. Clerk.'

Clerk Rossi: ''Senate Bill 1669 has been read a second time

previously. No Committee Amendments. Floor Amendment #3,

offered by Representative Biggert, has been approved for

consideration./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PThe Chair recoqnizes the Lady from Dupage,

Representative Bigqert, on Floor Amendment 43.'1

Biggert: lThank you, Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House. Senate Amendment 43 to Senate Bill 1669 is to amend

the Unemployment lnsurance Act to excludeo..toh, I'm sorry)
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Excuse me, Mr. Speaker.W

Speaker Johnson, Tim: >Do you wish...Do you wish to withdraw

Floor Amendment #3?''

Biggert: *1 would like to, yes, withdraw Floor Amendment 43.
*

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lWith leave of the House, Amendment #3 is

withdrawn. Further Amendments, Mr. Clerk?l

Clerk Rossi: NFloor Amendment #4, offered by Representative

Biqgert.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''On Floor Amendment #4, the Chatr

recognizes the Lady from Dupage, Representative Biggert
,

proceedo''

Biggert: ''Floor Amendment 44 to Senate Bill 1669 is to amend the

Unemployment Insurance Act to exclude from the Actfs

definition of employment services performed by real estate

closing agents and real estate appraisers if tbese services

meet certain criteria...where an employer/employee

relationsbip does not exist. To clarify that a little bit,

closing agents are hired by a title company to attend a

real estate closing in the offices other than where they

are..othey are not in an office as such, but they are qoing

to tbe place where the attorney's office where the deal is,
and real estate appraisers are hired out on contract by

contract basis. This change applies only ii the real

estate appraiser is paid on a fee per appraisal basis and

the individual is free to accept or reject the appraisal
request made or the individual is not prohibited from

contracting to perform those services for a person other

than the person for whom the services are being performed

or both. I'd be happy to answer any questions.N

Speaker Johnson, Tim: R0n the Amendment, the Chair recognizes the

Lady from Cook, Representative Schakowsky.
''

Schakowsky: eThank you, Mr. Speaker. rise in opposition to
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#4. When this leqislation came to

committee, there was a clear understanding that we were

going to deal only with modeling agencies. And organized

labor agreed to stay neutral on that Bill, even thouqh it

Geals with unemployment insurance. As we debate tbis Bill,

there are negotiations going on regarding unemployment

insurance where employers and workers are sittinq down

together at the table. There is no reason why an issue

like this could not be part of those negotiations. We call

that an Agreed Bill Process. This is clearly a violation

of that process which is ongoin: at this moment to bring in

this issue, which now adds additional people who will not

be eligible for unemployment insurance. Currently in

Illinois, only about 3l% of unemployed workers are

eliqible. This 3ill will add to that people who are

currently covered. We now have what is called an ABC test

to find out if someone is an independent contractor or if

they are an employee. If these employees really met the

ABC criteria, which is that they're free from control or

direction, they perform services outside the employer's

usual course of business, the worker is independently

established in his or her own trade: they would not need to

come to the General Assembly. So it seems to me that since

business and labor has agreed to sit down, negotiate on

this point, let's bring this issue into those negotiations.

Put it on the table. ln the meantime, a 3ill passed the

committee with the support, bipartisan support, that did

not have this controversial Amendment added to it. So I

would suggest to the Sponsor, take this Amendment out of

the record. Let's pass Senate 3ill 1669. Let's discuss

these other issues in the negotiations. And before I close

urging a 'no' vote, I'd like to ask, Mr. Speaker, for a
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Roll Call vote on this Amendment and a verification. Would

you acknowledge my request?n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Yes, yes, on both points, 1 will.R

Schakowsky: nThank you: so I would strongly urge a 'no' vote to

Floor Amendment #4.R

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Thank you, Ma'am. The Chair recognizes

the Gentleman from Cook, Representative Parke, proceed.''

Parke: ''Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House. am reluctantly goinq to rise and concur with my

colleague on the other side of the aisle, Representative

Schakowsky. In committee, the underlying Bill was agreed

that it would stay just this Bill; and therefore the union,
the AFLCIO: and other unions agreed to stay neutral on this

legislation. No one has talked to me about, other than the

Sponsors and the people that are working for the Amendment

itself, but don't understand wby we need to do tbis at

this time. Representative Schakowsky is correct. We are

in neqotiations, trying to find common ground between labor

and business, and it's my sense that this is not what I

think is in keeping with the spirit of that group meeting

and tryin: to find a compromise. So# I'm going to

reluctantly oppose this Amendment when it's my turn to

vote.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *0n the Amendment, the Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Cook, Representative Lang, proceed.

Representative Langor

Lang: 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.

I rise in very strong opposition on Amendment #4.

Amendment #4 is a slap in the face to organized labor once

again. Under this Bill, loan closing agents and real

estate appraisers are being excluded from unemployment

insurance benefits by defining them as independent

ll7



STATE OF ILLINOIS
89TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE

132nd Legislative Day

contractors. True

May 16, 1996

independent contractors are already

excluded from the Act, and there's a whole test to

determine whether they're excluded. So if they're truly

independent contractors, we don't need a separate Bill. In

addition, this Bill is a continuation of the picking away

at different walks of life and excluding them from the

Unemployment Insurance Act. Why this qroup? Why real

estate appraisers? Why loan closing agents? What

relevance is there to that and why should these folks not

be included under the Unemployment Insurance Act? In

addition, and perhaps most eqregious, we continue to see an

abandoning of the agreed Bill process. Now some may say,

'We1l, let's abandon it'. But the fact is it's worked very

well for many years. Earlier this year, over our protest on

this side of the aisle, there was a Bill passed providing

unnecessary and huge tax breaks to business at the expense

of organized labor in the Unemployment Compensation Fund.

And now this - now this is another attempt to abandon the

agreed Bill process. And the worst of this, Ladies and

Gentlemen, is that there are negotiations going on today

regarding unemployment insurance between a1l sides, between

all parties. Why, in the face of current negotiations,

would we step forward and' attempt to abandon the very

process that the parties are working with? They're

attemptinq to negotiate changes in unemployment insurance.

Why would we step in with this new abandonment, with this

new intrusion into that process, with this new pickinq away

at working men and women and taking away their riqhts?

Let's stop taking away workers' rights. Let's start

talkin: about what's good for working men and women in

Illinois. Let's start talking about what fosters a good

business environment. Let's start talking about what
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encourages workers for these employers that you're so

anxious to protect to make these workers happy at work,

secure at work, feeling they have benefits they can count

on. Let's not continue to take benefits from them. Let's

not continue to remove these benefits that they riqhtly

deserve, and most important, let's not abandon an Agreed

Bill Process that's worked very well down here for a lonq

period of time, especially during a time that all parties

are in the process of negotiatin: changes in unemployment

insurance. This is wron: for Illinois. It's wron: for

working men and women, and it's wron: for the Illinois

House of Representatives. Vote 'no'.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: Hseeing or hearing no further discussion,

the Chair recognizes the Lady from Dupage, Representative

Biggert, to close on the Amendment.e

Biggert: nThank you, Mr. Speaker. To clarify what I've heard.

The Bill...The Amendment uses on pageo..on the iirst page

of the Amendment, line 13# it says, 'The term employment

does not include services performed by an individual as a

real estate transaction closing agent when the individual

has entered into a contract that specifies the relationship

of the individual to the title insurance company.' And

that's the important. language that is.ooWe're really not

dealing with someone who is an independent contractor, but

we are dealinq with the term employment. So that it is

very specific and does not include really most of the

closing...real estate closing aqents, but a very minute

part. With the real estate appraisers, it's also on page

2, Section...on line l2p the term employment for real

estate appraisers does not include services performed by

the individual as a real estate appraiser under a written

independent contract or agreement if the agreement
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provides...and then it' lists the specifics
. So, I think

this is a little bit different than it does not really have

the ABC test as applied to independent contractors as such.

I would ask for your favorable consideration.p

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *The Lady has moved for the adoption of

Floor Amendment 44 to Senate Bill 1669. Those in favor

signify by votin: 'aye'; those opposed by voting 'no'. The

voting is open. Have al1 voted who wish? Have al1 voted

who wish? Have all voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the

record. On this...on that question, there are 71 voting

'yes'p 43 voting 'no' and 0 voting 'present'. The Chair

recoqnizes the Lady from Cook, Representative Schakowsky,

for purposes of verification. Do you wish to persist in

your request?p

Schakowsky: /1 do not, Mr. Speaker, but thank you ior

acknowledging it.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''On this question, there are 71 voting

'yes', 43 voting 'no' and Floor Amendment 41 to Senate Bill

1669 is adopted. Further Amendments, Mr. Clerk?f'

Clerk Rossi: ''No further Floor Amendments. The Notes that have

been requested on the Bill have been filed.l

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Third Reading. Mr. Clerk, on the Order of

Senate Bills Third Reading appears Senate Bill 1669.

Read the Bill, Mr. Clerk.?

Clerk Rossi: ''Senate Bill 1669, a Bill for an Act amending the

Unemployment lnsurance Act. Third Reading of this Senate

B i l l . ''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *0n the Bill, the Chair recognizes the Lady

from Dupage, Representative Biggert, proceed.?

Biggert: ''Thank you, Mr. Chairman...or Mr. Speaker, Ladies and

Gentlemen of the House. Senate Bill 1669 is to amend the

Unemployment Insurance Act to exempt talent or modeling

l20



STATE OF ILLINOIS
89TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE

132nd Leqislative Day May l6, 1996

agencies licensed under the Private Employment Agency Act

from the definition of employing unit with respect to the

performance services for which an individual has been

referred by the agency. As a regular part of their

business, talent or modeling aqencies refer individuals on

a job by job basis. Currently, this has been challenged by

the Department of Employment Security as requesting an

audit whether these services should beoo.are employment and

there should be unemployment tax paid, so I know of no

opposition to that part of the Bill. This would also then

would include the Amendment to exempt real estate closers

and real estate appraisers. I'd be happy to answer any

questions.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: >On the Bill, the Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Cook, Representative Lang, proceedv?

Lanq: ''Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Xou may have received a memo from

organized labor indicating that they had no position on

this Bill: but that was before Amendment 4 was put on the

Bill. That was the Amendment we just adopted. Make no
mistake about it, organized labor is opposed to this Bill

now. They're opposed because this is a violation of the

Agreed Bill Process during a time that there's

negotiations. They're opposed because this is a picking

away at different types of employment. What's next? There

will be others. If we continue to do this, there will be

others. And pretty soon, there will be some people exempt

from unemployment comp and other people not exempt from

unemployment comp, and we'll have a hodgepodqe of laws in

the State of Illinois that make no sense Whatsoever.

That's not our responsibility. Our responsibility is to

have a uniform system of laws that affect al1 employees in

the State of Illinois. What sense does it make to have a
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law that only covers some workin: men and women in Illinois

and not other working men and Women in Illinois? So make

no mistake about Ladies and Gentlemen, a 'no' vote here

is the right vote. A 'yes' vote is a vote against labor,
against the working men and women that live in your

districts. And I don't care Whether they're real estate

appraisers or loan closers or not, because it's the

beginning. And if you let them :et away with this, other

employees will be next, other employees will be after. And

pretty soon, we'll have laws all over the place that no one

Will know. We'l1 have employers that have some employees

covered under employment...unemployment comp and some

employees that are not covered under unemployment comp.

Somebody tell me what sense that makes, makes no sense at

all. So I urge you to take another look at your positions,

those that voted for Amendment #4. Remember thai the
working men and women of this state deserve the protection

of this Body, and you should be very well advised to be

votin: 'no' on this Bil1.>

Speaker Johnson, Tim: >0n the Bill, the Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Madison, Representative Hofiman.

Representative Hoffman.W

Hoffman: NYes, will the Sponsor yield?l

Speaker Johnson, Tim: Olndicates she will.*

Hoffman: RWe just want to make sure that we have a Roll Call and

a verification...verification of this issue.ff

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NA Roll Call is required in any event and

your request for a verification is grantedol

Hoffman: OWell, 1 guess that the thing on this side of the aisle

is, 'Here we go againl' So we did something for UPS. We

did something for every special interest, so now let's do

another thinq for more special interests. That's a11 this
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is al1 about. For years, as Representative Schakowsky had

pointed out, we've had a traditlon in this state that we're

goin: to have a certain test whereby we'll determine

independent contractors. So next week, what are we going

to say? Jockeys are independent contractors. We'll say

that horse trainers are independent contractors. We'll say

that janitors are independent contractors, and the list
will qo on and on. Where does this stop? The point being

that everybody is trying to make, we have a test that

covers this. That's what we need to do, is go on that

method, something that's reasonable, instead of this in a

hodgepodge, taking care of every special interest,

everybody who donates, everybody who cares about us. Let's

vote 'no' on this Bill. Change your vote.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NThe Lady from Dupage, Representative

Biggert has moved for the passage of Senate Bill 1669.

Those in favor vote 'aye'; those opposed vote 'no'. The

voting is open. This is final action. Have all voted who

wish? Have a1l voted who wish? Have all voted who wish?

Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this question, there are 72

voting 'yes' 38 voting 'no' and 2 votinq 'present' and

the request for verification...is withdrawn. So on this

question, there are 72 voting 'yes', 38 voting 'no', 2

votin: 'present'. This Bill, having received a

Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. The

Gentleman from Grundy, Representative Spangler, for what

purpose do you rise?'

Spangler: PThank you, Mr. Speaker. I would just have the record

reflect that 1 would have voted 'yes' on that last Bill. 1

did push the button, apparently it didngt engage and the

back of my computer screen covered, and I didn't see it

until it was too late.R
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Speaker Johnson, Tim: eThe record will so reflect.

Representative Morrow, the Gentleman from Cook, for what

purpose do you rise?e

Morrow: 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House. I think the Members ought to be aware that we're

being filmed by a camera on the House floor for national TV

purposes. I think it should have been...the Members should

have been informed so that they wouldn't show up on

national tv doing something that they normally would not be

doing. 1 really don't think that the press shou'ld be on

the floor taking pictures, but understand it's been

approved, so 1'm not going to make an issue out of it, but

a five second clip if you on national TV could hurt or help

you, and it does not really show the hard work that I think

the Members of this Body put in. So I just wanted to make
you aware, there is a Gentleman on the House floor taking

pictures of us.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: WThank you, Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen:

could have your attention, please. Order in the chamber.

Members will please be in their seats. And again a11

unauthorized personnel remove themselves from the House

floor. Any caucuses would be better placed at the rear of

the chamber. Mr. Clerk, on Supplemental Calendar #2, on the

Order of Resolutions, appears House Resolution 121. Read

the Resolution, Mr. Clerkml

Clerk Rossi: PHouse Resolution 121, offered by Speaker Daniels.n

'WHEREAS, When the Illinois General Assembly adjourns its
Spring Session this year, the Capitol faces the end of an

era; and

WHEREAS, Bill O'Connell, reporter ior the Peoria Journal

Star, leaves Springfield for the last time as a member of

the media, endin: over 41 years in the Statehouse press
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room; and

WHEREAS, 3ill O'Connell, dean of the Illinois legislative

press corps, began covering the legislature in 1955, and

over the years has won the respect, admiration, and

friendship of legislators, lobbyists, staff, and his fellow

journalists; and

WHEREAS, Bill O'Connell, Jr., who holds graduate and

undergraduate degrees from Bradley University, followed in

his father's footsteps and beqan workinq with the Peoria

Journal in 1949; he covered the paper's major beats city
hall, the courthouse, the police department; his tenacity

earned him a reputation of always qetting his story; and

WHEREAS, The legend of Bill O'Connell, an Hold-timep

reporter, includes reports of his role in lobbyinq

legislators for hometown projects and benefits and his

ability to act as a conduit and interpreter between Chicago

and Downstate Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Bill O'Connell was often as much responsible for

creating news stories as he was for coverinq them; and

WHEREAS, Bill O'Connell never hesitated sugqesting

legislation during his late night socia'l Sessions with

legislators and had no qualms about lobbying for bill he

liked; it was Bill O'Connell who sugqested .the use of

revenue garnered by racetracks to build downstate civic

centers; and

WHEREAS, Bill O'Connell has received numerous honors and

awards, including being named Illinois Journalist of the

Year in 1986 by Northern Illinois Universlty; he also won a

national award irom the American Political Science

Association and has been honored by the Associated Press,

the Illinois Education Association, and the Illinois Valley

Press Club; and
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WHEREAS, Bill O'Connell is proud of his Irish heritage

and supports the activities of the St. Patrick's Society

and the Ancient Order of Hibernians; and

WHEREAS, He has the loving support of his wife Helen, his

five children, and his eight grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Bill O'Connell will be missed; therefore, be

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

EIGHTY-NINTH GENBRAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS,

that we applaud Bill O'Connell for his many years of

service to the citizens of this State and to this

legislature and extend to him our most sincere best wishes

for the future; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to Bill O'Connell as an expression of our

admiration and esteem. Congratulates Bill O'Connell of the

Peoria Journal Star as he retires after 41 years of service

in the Statehouse press room.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: f'On the Resolution the Chair recognizes the

Chief Sponsor, the Gentleman from Dupage, the Speaker of

the House, Representative Daniels. Proceed.''

Daniels: >Well, just think what your witnessing todayy
Legislators standing up and applauding a member of the

press. An incredible moment. And, Bill, look what else

youfre witnessinq, a Daniels/Madigan agreement. Many, many

things are happening today that are very unique, but most

important of all, of course, is the recognition that is

deserved by a Gentleman who we all hold in hiqh esteem. To

the new members of the press corps and some of you that are

younqer and haven't been around as many years, we do have

an institutional memory in Bill O'Connell. And I found out

many years ago, during one of his late night social

Sessions that he was presiding overy that there are many
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this Gentleman remembers from years ago. And

that's always something that you want to value in tradition

and to keep in mind, because the memory of how this place

operates and some of the intricacies of it and the ins and

outs are what help make your profession even better as you

write stories and report on them in the background and call

upon your own memory. 1 remember sitting with Bill as we

were discussing a few items and we were having our social

Session and talking about the state of affairs throughout

Illinois, and he was asking me questions. And you know,
you have to very careful when you talk to a member of the

media because you have to make sure that what you say is

either on the record or off the record and you have to be

very clear. And I failed to observe that fact, that it was

off the record. And on one of these social Sessions and as

we went on and on and on until about three in the morning

talking about legislation, went home that night, or that

morning, got up the next day, went to work, picked up the

newspaper and proceeded to read everythin: that happened

during the course of that evening. And you know what? It

was exactly right, exactly as it had been said. Now, 1 had

a little fuzzy memory of it all. He had no fuzzy memory at

all about what was going on. So, it was at that point I

learned that this man, maybe small in stature, was very

large in his capacity to remember events and report them

accurately, which is of course what has carried him over

the years. But, feW of you know that he does, in fact,

believe that as a member of the press corp and the media he

has a right to advocate some of his viewpoints. And he

does just that. And he's never been silent on the fact
that when you cast a vote that he didn't like, he'd 1et

you know. Usually. he wouldn't talk to you, even if you
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wanted to talk to him, but he would let you know, on what

bis views were. Other times he would make suggestions on

how to handle things. Did anyone in this chamber know that

he created the RTA, Mccormick Place Expansion: Comiskey

Park? Yes, there's few people in this state that really

know that Bill O'Connell is the guy that really did it for

the people of Illinois and his stamp is on numerous pieces

of legislation. He may come from Peoria: but he does

subscribe to the fact that if it doesn't play in Peoria,

it'senot good for any other part of this state. And

consequently, his viewpoint is followed and watched

throughout lllinois on a regular basis. Bill, some of us

have been around here for years, watched you operate and

watched you handle yourself in a very professional

capacity, and want you to know that we do hold you in

very high esteem. You will be missed around here because

you are a representative of an institution and you bring

the highest professionalism to that institution. As we in

the political arena strive to be the best, we observe

others that not only strive to be the best in their

profession, but have achieved that, and you have done that.

And T know that as we speak to you today, and honor you

today from the Illinois General Assembly, and this

Resolution, that every member of the press corps feels the

same as we do today. We wish you the best. We also are

aware of the fact, Bill, just in case you think it slipped
us, that tbe employee owned Peoria Journal Star that has

sold it's business to Copley, has enriched the pockets of

many employees. So, it's not unusual that you retire in a

very bandsome fashion, as is well deserved. So, to Bill

O'Connell, my congratulations, and I hope a1l Members of

the House will join us as Sponsors of this Resolution.
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Congratulations, Bill.>

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Prior to proceeding, the Speaker of the

House has asked leave that all Members be joined as
Sponsors to this Resolution. Leave is granted and all

Members are added as Sponsors to the Resolution. The

Gentleman from Peoria, Representative Leitch.R

Leitch: NThank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It is a bittersweet

moment for many of us to see, not just a reporter, but an
institution, leave this Capitol. Forp there is in my view,

no one in this town who knows more about the history of the

State of Illinois and its legislative history in the last

40 years than William J. O'Connell, Junior. This is a

Gentleman with whom I had the great honor to work with and

spend several Sessions with here as his understudy. A

sorcerer's apprentice, believe is the term that was

applied, and cannot tell you how much I learned and how

instantly his wisdom impacted on me as to what friends and

clout could do in this place. I've never seen anything

like it in my whole life. Many people have asked Bill when

he's going to write his book. And Bill has assured

everyone that, yes, he'll write the book, but he'll be

selling the qalleys proofs before they come out. And he'll

make a whole lot more money because, literally, there is no

secret in this town and there is no secret that Bill

O'Connell does not know, nor have in that extraordinary

memory that he possesses. And indeed, there is any

individual around Springfield for whom the oral

history..pfrom Whom the oral history should be taken, in my

view it is Bill O'Connell. He won this respect. He Won

the access to power. He won by his integrity, and by the

confidence and respect that Members had for him and for the

fact that he always respected his word. And that is
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something that is a very important quality to being

successful here. And just want to thank you, Bill, for
a1l you've done for me through the years. lt's been an

honor to be a friend of yours for 30 years. Thank you.f

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lThe Gentleman from Peoria, Representative

Saltsman.n

Saltsman: lThank you: Mr. Speaker. I also express the thanks

that 3ill O'Connell, for the things that he has did for me

for the past 16 years. He has been ridin: shotgun with me

back and forth from Springfield al1 16 years. We used to

trade ofj once in a while with the late Senator Prescott

Bloom, who is also a very good friend of ours. And I've

seen former Representative, Fred Tuerk over there

somewhere, all Peoria people who were very close knitted.

1 was very fortunate when I came down here as a freshman to

have a iriend like Bill, who had been here probably 25

years before 1 was elected, and it was a godsend for me to

get the experience of riding back and forth, and him

telling me what should happen in the General Assembly and

how we should work together. He also made sure that when I

came down here, that he 1et me know that I was going to be

working with some of the greatest people in the United

States of America, and that has been proved. My 16 years,

he told me to honor your people and your word is your bond.

And he said if you do that youfre going to be around here

for a long time. Many times going back and forth from

home? he'd say, 'Don? pick up that Bill when you go back.

There's a Senate Bill coming over. We could use it in

Peoria. There's a Senate Bill coming overy you haven't

seen or heard of yet.' He says, fpick it up because We

could get some of the tail end of what we don't call pork

barrel anymore.' But, he seemed to know where was at.
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The White Sox vote that night is as Speaker Daniels says, 1

was one of the people that was here until midnight and I

was one of the people that changed my vote. And he came by

my desk and said, 'That's not qoing to hurt you back home.

Vote for that.' At the time, Representative Tuerk and I

were both off the 3i11, so we started pointing at each

other and Governor Thompson had Fredfs arm and he had Zeke

Giorgi with my arm. Now, how can you turn those two guys

down? He's sitting back here laughing behind the door.

And, anyhow, Representative Tuerk and I hadr one minute

before midnight, 1 believe it was, we passed the White Sox

B(11 out of here. And it was truly one of tbe best votes

that we ever did make because it's been an asset to the

State of Illinois. lt's brought millions of dollars in

here and it hasn't cost our state anything, but that was

just one of the subjects in the matters that we had. We
have lost a tremendous lobbyist, the City of Peoria and the

greater Peoria area has. There's many issues that

Representative Leitch, Tuerk and I have brought up in the

past, that he has went back and printed the issues that

were involved that really put pressure on the Governor's

staff to work with these programs. And it was just as late
as two years ago, why we had a very important issue for

East Peoria and Tazewell County, and he is very influential

with us gettinq that Bill out of here. So, everything that

I have learned from working with Bill, I'm one of the

fortunate ones here. only live about five minutes away

from him, and :ot a few watering holes that we still meet

with downtown. We hold court and even though we're both

going to be retired this year, we're still going to be

holdinq court down there, whether they like it or not. And

usually when we hit there, we always seem to bave an
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but these are the oneslawyers,

we can trust. They're good lawyers. not, they wouldn't

be there. And they get a learning experience from Bill and

1, and it's goinq to continue that way. So, again, for

him, his wiie Helen and his children, I'm going to be able

to help him celebrate his retirement much more than you

because we're also going to have a retirement party back

for him in Peoria. And when that date is there...l know

you can all come down and it will be one of our favorite

watering holes. So, at that point, why, Bill,

congratulations and we'll always be with you. Thank you

very much.l

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PThe Gentleman from Clinton, Representative

Granberq.l

Granberg: WThank you, Mr. Speaker./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: @If you can wait just a moment, please.
The Speaker of the House, the Gentleman from Dupage:

Representative Daniels.?

Daniels: *Excuse me for the interruption, but there's a Gentleman

on the House floor that we all need to recognize because in

my opinion, short of the current President of this State

Senate, this is the greatest President of the State Senate

that we've ever had in Illinois and that's Phil Rock. And

it's very important to say hello to Phil and recognize him.

And, Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House, 1 can

personally testify that Phil Rock was at many of those

social settings that Bill O'Connell would dedicate and hold

early into the morninq. So, Senator Rock., it's indeed a

pleasure to be with you aqain. And you do belong in the

House, by the way.e

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RWith leave of the House the Chair

recognizes the former President of the Senate, Philip Rock,
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at Representative Brunsvold's desk. Sir, proceed.''

Philip Rock: ''Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The City of Chicago and

the County of Cook, as a matter of fact, the County of Will

and all the collar counties were foqged in today. So, many

who wanted to be here, I'm sure are kind of bereft because

they couldn't get here. I made it a definite point to

catch the first plane available to come down and pay

tribute to a man whose integrity we should a1l salute.

Journalism is a business, not unlike our own. As a

politician, or as a statesman, or as an elected official,

we take an awful 1ot of abuse, some unnecessarily. But the

fact is, for one who has survived as long as Bill O'Connell

has, he deserves every tribute that's paid to him. I

appreciate, Mr. Speaker, your courtesy. 1 understand in

the waning days, both the responsibility and the

frustration that is visited upon all of us. I wish you

nothing but the best. All of you. And you can be sure

that wherever I go nothing but kind words are spoken, even

about the House of Representatives' certainly, about the

Senate. Thank you very muchop

Speaker Johnson, Tim: rThank you, Sir. The Gentleman from

Kankakee, Representative Novak.''

Novak: lYes: thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1'm sorry: beauty before

age, I guess. Mr. Speaker, 1 do request, first of all,

that I would like to have a Roll Call vote. And let me

explain why on this important Resolution. There are a lot

of Members here in this Body, Bill O'Connell, that don't

want to see you qo. You might see a lot of 'red' votes up

there. But that's not the real reason. A1l of us have

been down there. We voted 'for' in a lot of things. I

think all of us would like to cast a vote 'for' Bill

O'Connell and all the good work you've done. So# that's
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the reason why I'm asking for the Roll Call. But, let me

just tell you a little story. In 1987, when I came here,
was seated by Speaker Madigan riqht next to that big quy

riqht down there, Don Saltsman, in the front row. And I

sort of cut my teeth with Don Saltsman on this political

process. But, learned a 1ot from Bill O'Connell because,

of course, learned that Bill and Don were good friends

and they traveled the highways and byways between Peoria

and Springfield and a11 these other social settings around

Springfield, like 'Play it Again Sam's' and 'Norb Andy's'

and 'Mr. B'sy' and a few of these other places that have

sort have drifted oif into netherland. But you're pa'rt of

that legacy, Bill, and we deeply, deeply, respect you. But

one night during a late night Session, think it was in

'87, 1 leaned over to Don. I says, 'Boy, Don, what are you

getting for your district this year?' He says. 'Wel1, I'm

working on a few coupons. got a coupon booko' He says,

'Just stick around, kid. Let me show you what to do down

here.' So, one evening, one late evening, Bill O'Connell

came walking by the end of the table into the desk down

there and Don had this big smile on his face. I said,

'Bill, how's Don doing on his legislative priorities?'

'Novaky just look at him.' He says, 'When he gets that
charcoal lighter out, he's firing up that barbecue grill.

And you know the only thing that's going on there is pork

for his district. So you listen to him and' you watch what

he does and take from him, you'll do all right down

here.' So just want to extend my warmth and qratitude

for all your good work. You have been an advocate. mean

reporters are required through their job and responsibility

to report the news and report the facts. You helped make

news down here, Bill, Bill O'Connell. And I am very, very
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happy and 1 want to cast a vote today for Bill O'Connell.

Thank you very muche/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: nïour request is granted, Sir. The

Gentleman from Clinton, Representative Granberg./

Granberg: RThank you, Mr. Speaker. appreciate your letting

Representative Novak speak before me. 1 couldn't follow

Phil Rock. Novak, can follow. First of all, Bill wanted

me to extend an invitation to a11 of you and to all the

people in the gallery and to all the people in listening

distance, he will buy tonight at 'Norb Andybs' all night,

for all of you. Bill's that kind of guy. and he doesn't

mind at all. But just want to say just a couple words,
Bill. When I first came here in '87 like Phil, was good

friends and I practiced law with Jimmy Donnewald and Bill

was good friends with Jim and Phil. And one night over at

the Best Inns, or not the Best Inns. Whatever the Best

Western was up here, he sat with me for five hours. And I

knew very little then. Some things don't change. know

very little now. And, Bil1...1 heard that, Stephens. And,

Bill: he talked to me for five hours. Now, he went out of

his way. He would not have to do that with anyone, even

though he made me buy for five hours, cost me all that

'Jamison' - and he gave me advice. And ever since that

night, he has befriended me, he has given me a great deal

of advice. If ever I have any questions on anything or

what to do, seek out Bill. And I wish 1'd follow his

advice a lot more. I'd do a lot better. Butp he is one of

the finest Gentleman, certainly a great tribute to this

institution. And if the media and if We could only work

half as hard and be half as dedicated and have half the

integrity, not only would *e be better served, but the

people of this state would be better served. And I...It's
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just a great honor to know somebody like Bill, and we're
all going to miss him very, very much. And, Bill, I was

going to give thts to you tonight, butpp.and the 'Jamison'

comes later./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lThe Gentleman from Dupage, the Speaker of

the House, Representative Daniels bas moved for tbe

adoption of House Resolution 121. Those in favor signify

by voting 'aye', those opposed by voting 'no'. Have a1l

voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this question

there are ll3 voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no' or 'presentf.

The Gentleman irom Dupage, the Speaker of the House,

Representative Daniels is recognized.''

Daniels: 'Mr. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlemen of the House, just
so everybody understands, the Secretary of the State,

George Ryan and Mrs. Ryan, are holdin: a reception at the

State Library for Bill and to honor his years of service to

the people of lllinois. And the Secretary asked me to let

you a1l know tbat you're al1 invited after you finish your

work. Thank you.?

Speaker Johnson, Timl RThank you, Sir. House Resolution l2l is

adopted. On Supplemental Calendar #2, under the Order of

Resolutions, appears House Resolution 4122. On the

Resolution the Gentleman from Cook, Representative

O'Connor. Give the Gentlemen your attention, please.

Representative O'Connor, proceed./

O'Connor: nThank you, Mr. Speaker. House Resolution 4122 will

direct the House Judicial Criminal Law Committee to

investigate security within the correctional facilities

operated by the Illinois Department of Corrections. And I

would be happy to answer any questions.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ?On the Resolution the Gentleman from Cook,
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Representative Dart. Proceed.W

Dart: nThank you. Will the Sponsor yield?e

Speaker Johnson, Tim: >He indicates he will. Give Representative

Dart your attention, pleaseo/

Dart: nWhat kind of power or authority is this going to have?'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative O'Connor.''

O'Connor: NThis Committee shall have a11 powers granted under the

Constitution of the State of Illinois, under the laws of
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Illinois, and under the rules of the House of

Representatives of the 89th General Assembly.o

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pRepresentative Dart.o

Dart: pI read the Resolution and it makes references to the

Richard Speck case. Are we goin: to do anythin: in regards

to tbe problems at Dwiqbt Institution, with tbe

prostitution and the like that bas been going on there?

don't see any reference to that.l

I

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RRepresentative O'Connor.?

O'Connor: RRepresentative, after this..gafter this bipartisan

committee, as you know, meets and makes determinations

based on the testimony that's given before us. Those are

the types of decisions we'd have to make at that pointoR

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RRepresentative Dart.?

Dart: WSo, is this just qoing to investigate aspects of
Stateville and Speck or is this going to also go into the

problems that they are having at Dwiqht? Are we going to

be lookin: at all of the problems in the prison system or

are we just goinq to pick and choose one?/
Speaker Johnson, Tim: NRepresentative O'Connor.N

O'Connor: lThis investiqation will take us into any path that we

deem to be proper for the safety and the best interests of

the citizens of the State of Illinois.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: 'Representative Dart.M
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Dart: >Is there any intention that you are aware at this point to

investigate Larry Hoover# 'Gangster Disciples' and their

reisn in the prison system now and their control over

things?''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: l'Representative O'Connor.?

O'Connor: >If this investigation leads us to any breach in

security at the Illinois Department of Corrections and it

would involve people of that nature, yes, it would.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ORepresentative Darto?

Dart: PWhat is the time frame on this?n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative O'Connor.?

O'Connorl ''When this committee will commence with meetings? Is

that your question?''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative DartoH

Dart: RWhen is going to complete? What is the date for it to

report back with its answers??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative O'Connoro?

O'Connor: ''We11, according to Chairman Jackson, we are going to

start convening a meetinq immediately and throughout the

course of the summer and we will get back when information

is available to report back. But we are going to be

getting on this immediately because of the serious nature

of the problemen

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Dart.?

Dart: pYeah, justag.l'm concerned that we don't have a deadline
on this because of the way things have a tendency of

dragging on, as am sure you are aware of we sat

throuqhout the committee the other day. The breaches of

security in the prison system were obvious. They were

outrageous, to put it lightly. Drugs walking in and out of

the prison systems. Porno movies being made on cameras

that are being supplled by taxpayers. 'Gangster Disciples'
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runninq one of the largest dope rings in the country out of

the prison system. We have a 1ot of evidence on this.

There are proposals that have been put forward by numerous

people, Democratic Task Force and others to address this

problem right now. My concern is that we don't have a time

frame on this Resolution to come back with some answers

because as you said, this is very serious and it demands

immediate action. But I think we should start the ball

rolling by putting a deadline to have this thing done by.

So that we can be sure and we can tell the people back home

that this isn't just an election year stunt and a gimmick,
that they can be rest assured that this is something we can

put a defined date on and something that we are going to

come back with some results with. Because who is kidding

who? mean, you'd have to have just fallen off the turnip
truck around here to think tbere is not a problem in the

correctional facilities right now. They have, as I said,

drugs, prostitution, gangs, the whole nine yards. This

demands immediate attention. was encouraged that the

bipartisan nature of this thing is just as I said. hope
this does not get caught up in election year stunts and I

really would suggest that we attempt to put together a

time frame so that we could come back here with some

recommendations that can restore some faith in the

corrections system, so that people can really feel that

when someone goes away to Stateville, it isn't as if we

bought them a ticket to a cruise liner, and feels that

these people who are the most serious offenders we have are

qoing to serve time and not go there and have time, and

have a 'good ole time'.

Speaker Johnson, Tim: echair recognizes the Gentleman from

Dupage, Representative Tom Johnson. Proceed.e

l39



STATE OF ILLINOIS
89TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE

132nd Legislative Day May l6, 1996

Johnson, Tom: ''Yes, Mr. Speaker and Members of this chamber. As

Chairman of Judiciary and as I stated in committee at our

first meeting reference to Speck issue. It is

unbelievable that the resources and money that we spend in

takinq drugs and gangs off of the streets wherever we find

where 1aw enforcement works become at least apparently

readily available within the Department of Corrections.

Now it is the intent of this committee and it is my intent

as Chairman that 41 we really establish - does this culture

of qang, drugs, sex, work and leisure, exist as we as

politicians in public and press perceive it? Secondly, it

is going to be the qoals and objectives of this committee
that once the nature and the extent to which this culture

exists, it's going to be our major challenge to turn around
and come up with specific recommendations as to changing

that culture, to makin: our prison system that which I

believe the taxpayers of the State of Illinois ought to be.

Therefore, rise in very strong support of this Resolution

because I believe that the Judiciary Criminal Law Committee

is well equipped with people on both sides of this aisle to

do the thorough work and the real hard work that needs to

be done. And so, therefore, I would urge an 'ayef vote on

this. The proof will be in the pudding in the end. we

succeed at reforming these institutions, we will have done

our job. If we fail, then I think all of us need to keep
our heads low and keep trying again and aqain and again.

But we have serious work ahead of us and I am committed as

Chairman to making sure that this is a meaninqful

investigation with meaningful results. will leave the

politics to whoever wants to play them. So, again, I urge

an 'aye' vote on this.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *The Lady from Cook, Representative Lyons.
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Proceed. Give the Lady your attentiono'

Lyons: 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House. I rise in strong support of this Resolution and 1

think maybe the Representatives here, like myself, have

heard from their constituents in one form or another about

their outrage about the penal system and how they feel as

though the prisoners that are convicted go to a hotel as

opposed to a prison. This opens up a whole new darker side

of the controversy and I think we have to address it. I am

very confident that the House Judiciary Committee, under

the leadership of Chairman Tom Johnson, will do a admirable

job at addressinq this problem. I am very confident of the
bipartisan cooperation of that committee. I am very

confident of the Chairperson of that committee because I do

think that it's an important fact that we have to address.

I hear it a1l the time in my district and I am sure you all

hear it as well. think we have to make sure that our

penal system is something that we can be proud of as

opposed to something we are ashamed of. And, again, do

want to express my confidence in the committee in doing

that. It is qoinq to be a difficult task. It really is.

And I think it has to be done in a very professional

manner, it can't be a spectacle. And as said, I'm

confident that that will be done and urge your support of

this Resolution.*

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''The Gentleman from Cook, Representative

Durkin. Proceed.''

Durkin: RMr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House: as I

qrew up, one of the most troublinq events conveyed to me by

my parents was the.vmtheir realization of what the power of

television had on society. Specifically, we are talking

about them witnessing Jack Ruby execute Lee Harvey Oswald
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in front of their eyes. It left an indelible mark upon

them and their generation. And 1 am not proud to say that

what witnessed yesterday, yesterday morning in Room l14

of this Capitol, one ups them. As much as we try to close

our eyes to the acts displayed by our new state monster

Richard Speck, we cannot close our eyes to the greater

problem existing wlthin our penitentiaries. House

Resolution 122 enacts the House Judiciary Committee to

exercise it's inberent constitutional riqbts pursuant to

Article 1V, Section seven. The power to conduct

investigations witb subpoenas. Tbis is going to be a

difficult process, however, our committee is up to the

challenqe. And 1 know many of us are looking iorward to

being prosecutors again. Yesterday think our worst

suspicions became a reality. Vote 'yes' and support the

right thing. Vote 'no' if you wish to legislate with your

head in the sand. support this Resolution.
*

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lchair recognizes the Gentleman from

Vermilion, Representative Black. Proceed.'

Black: eThank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I move the previous

question.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RThe question is, 'Should the main question

be put?' Those in favor signify by saying 'aye'; those

opposed by saying 'nay'. In the opinion of the Chair the

'ayes' have Gentleman from Cook, Representative

O'Connor to close.?

O'Connor: /1 would ask for a favorable vote on House Resolution

122./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: rAll those in favor of House Resolution l22

signify by voting 'aye'. Those opposed voting 'no'. The

voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wish? Have all voted who wish. Mr. Clerk, take the
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record. On this question there are l15 voting 'yes', 0

votinq 'no' and 0 voting 'present' and House Resolution l22

is adopted. On Supplemental Calendar #l, the Order of

Concurrence appears House Bill 2250. The Gentleman from

Cook, Representative Subik. Proceed.'

Kubik: %Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House. 1 would move to concur with Senate Amendment /1 to

House Bill 2250. As many of you may recall this Bill has

to do with the issue of the reform legislation with respect

to a cemetery in Illinois. The Senate added an Amendment

which required that one of the funds beo.comptroller's

Administrative Fund would be subject to appropriation. I
know of no opposition to this Amendment. I would be happy

to respond to questions and 1 would appreciate your support

in concurring with this Senate Amendment #l.N

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Kubik has moved that the

House do concur with Senate Amendment 41 to House Bill

2250. Those in favor signify by voting 'aye', those

opposed by voting 'no'. The voting is open. This is final

action. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish?

Have all voted who Wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On

this question there are ll5 voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no' or

'present', and the House does concur with Senate Amendment

41 to House Bill 2250 and this Bill, having received the

requisite Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared
passed. Proceeding on the Supplemental Calendar #1 on the

Order of Concurrence appears House Bill 2664. And on that

Bill the Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Kane,

Representative Hoeft.'

Hoeft: HThank you, Mr. Speaker, Members of the House, 2664

started out here as the Waiver Bill. We...and let me

review very quickly. We sat down, b0th House and House
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Democrats and Republicans with all the education community

and said, were there waivers that we passed last year that

should be removed from state law and we came up with a

number of them. Part of the basis of this was that there

would be waivers that we all concurred with. And the

effort was to try and stop the school districts from having

to qo through the process of having public hearings and

resolutions, passing it to the State Board, tryin: to

breakdown the paperwork trail. We passed six of them over

to the Senate. The Senate had problems with two of them.

They removed them and they tried to clarify one of them.

And in al1 three of the Amendments I think that they made a

reasonable eifort to change and enhance this 3ill. So

would be interested to go through Amendment l throuqh

Amendment 1, if you remember correctly: there was some

question dealing with the removal of Pulaski's Birthday as

a legal holiday. The Senate had a problem with that and

they said that they would like for that to be stricken, and

I at this time would like to concur. I would ask that we

concur with the Senate and the Amendment #l.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NRepresentative Dart for what purpose do

your rise?e

Dart: NThank you, Mr. Speaker. 1 ask that we divide the question

and vote on these Amendments individually.o

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RYour request is granted and we will

proceed with Senate Amendment 41.%

Dart: lAnd 1 could ask the Sponsor a real quick question,

tben?''

speaker Johnson, Tim: ''He indicates he will yield. ProceedoH

Dart: ''Thank you. Representative Hoeft, the content of Senate

Amendment #1 deals with Pulaski Day. Is that correct?fî

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *Representative Hoeft.'
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Hoef t : Rcorrect . P

Speaker Johnson , Tim: ORepresentat ive Dart , f urther quest ions? N

Dart : ''Representat i ve , just so that when we ta l k about wa ivers ,

qui te of ten things get rather conf used as f ar as we ' re

vot ing to wa ive something or we ' re not vot ing . What would

the passage of Senate Amendment 1 into law , what would that

d in layman ' s terms'?% 'o

Speaker Johnson , Tim: WRepresentat ive Hoef t . P

Hoef t : R1 t would say that i f you wanted Pulask i ' s Bi rthday waived

you would have to then individually f i 11 out a waiver and

send to the State Board and they would then have to

consider it bef ore i t would be waived . 1 t would not

automat ically be changed to a day in which you would have

curr iculum. Tt would be a day . . wexcuse me you couldn ' t

have a hol iday that day . You would have to wa ive it bef ore

you could get that day changed . >

Speaker Johnson , Tim: pRepresentat ive Dart , f urther quest ions'?R

Dart : Hlust so , think have thi s one clear then . So p then ,

thi s would be you would wi sh to have Pulask i Day as a

hol iday you would then have to f i 11 out the paperwork to go

through that to do that? I s that correct? O

Speaker Johnson , Tim : DRepresentative Hoef t . N

Hoef t : Pcorrect . We ' d go back to the o1d system. p

Speaker Johnson , Tim: *Representative Dart . N

Dart : ''Representat ive , the o1d system being what exi sted pr ior to

all the waiver laws where Pulaski Day was a state hol iday .

Is that correct??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Hoeft.l

Hoeft: PThe old system is before we introduced this Bill. And

that is you have a school board going through public

hearing and school board applying for a waiver of the State

Board which the State Board has granted dealing with this
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Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Hoeft.n

Hoeft: HI can't do that on this one.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pRepresentative Dart.?

Dart: ''No further questions.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: Pseeing or hearing no further questions,

the Gentleman from Kane, Representative Hoeft, has moved

that the House do concur in Senate Amendment #1 to House

Bill 2664. Those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; those

opposed by voting 'no'. The voting is open. Have all

voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this question

there are ll4 voting 'yes'; l voting 'no' and 0 voting

'present' and the House does concur with Senate Amendment

#1 to House Bill 2664. Proceedin: to Senate Amendment 42

the Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Kane,

Representative Hoefto?

Hoeft: OThank you, Mr. Speaker. Amendment #2 puts back into the

waiving process the requirement that in a high school who

desired to have the health requirement changed to the

middle schools would have to go throuqh that process.

There was one school district that did this. The state

board had granted it last year. The Illinois Federation,

the IFT, had a question dealin: with this and upon

investigation the Senate said that they wanted to concur

with their concern that this would eliminate the

requirement for health in the middle school. I would like

to concur with the Senate on this.'
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Speaker Johnson, Tim: nOn the Amendment the Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Cook, Representative Dart.?

Dart: 'Would the Sponsor yield?''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *He indicates he wi1l.*

Dart: WRepresentative, is there any opposition to this

Amendment?n

Speaker Johnson. Tim: nRepresentative Hoeft.o

Hoeft: RNone.o

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Dart.*

Dart: PAnd this is somethin: the IFT was affirmatively

proposing?o

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Hoeft.''

Hoeft: nThis was their desire and we are meeting their desire.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RRepresentative Dart.l

Dart: >No further questions.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lseeing no further discussion or questions,

the Gentleman from Kane, Representative Hoeft: has moved

that the House do concur in Senate Amendment 42 to House

Bill 2664. Those in favor vote 'aye'; those opposed vote

'no'. The votinq is open. Have al1 voted who wish? Have

all voted who wish? Have al1 voted who wish? Mr. Clerk,

take the record. On this question there are 1l4 voting

'yes'; voting 'no' and 0 voting 'present' and the House

does concur with Senate Amendment 42 to House Bill 2664.

On Senate Amendment 43 the Chair recognizes the Gentleman

from Kane: Representative Hoeft.f

Hoeft) ''Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Amendment #3, the Public Health

Department asked if there could be a clarification on

changing on the immunization date from October 15th to the

beginning of the school year. We had passed a waiver that

said that a school district could exclude students who had

not fulfilled their examination requirements, moving it
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anytime up to the first day of school.

Public Hea1th Department was fearful that a student coming

into the school after that period might not have to take

that physical exam until the followin: school year, and

they asked for a slight clarification so that they could

make sure that all students were covered by the October

15th date. I said that we would put this in so that there

would be no question and they felt that this would tighten

it up considerably and protect the teachers and students

from potential disease problems. will answer any

questions.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NThe Chair recognizes Gentleman from Cook,

Representative Dart. Proceede?

Dart: >Will the Sponsor yield??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Indicates he will.>

Dart: HRepresentative, is there any opposition to this one?p

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NRepresentative Hoefto?

Hoeft: WNot that I know of.e

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Dart.f

Dart: NTo summarize what you Were saying earlier, this would

allow them to tighten the rules so that the immunization

laws and the exclusion date would not encourage somebody or

allow somebody to extend it an extra year and not have to

comply. Js that correct?o

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Hoeft.?

Hoeft: O1t was their feelinq that if someone came into school

from outside the state on October 16th, that there might be

a legal interpretation that would allow that then to mean

that he or she would not have to have a physical until the

following opening day of school. And this language was

what they asked me to put in to clarify that.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Dart.p
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Dart: pNo further questionsp/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RThe Chair recognizes the Gentleman from

Vermilion, Representative Black. Proceedal

Black: nThank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Will the Sponsor

yield??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PHe indicates he will.*

Black: HRepresentative, this was the request of a district, of a

school district in my legislative area, legislative

district. want to make sure I understand this. Most

schools want the date for the immunization to be the first

day of school. Have your paperwork there or you do not

enroll. It never has made any sense to me that we let you

go for six weeks and then tell you to leave. Now what are

you doing here to guarantee that the school districts that

am familiar with who think you should have proof of

immunization on the first day of school. You are not

inhibiting there ability to do that? Is that correct?

am not sure I understand this./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NRepresentative Hoeft.l

Hoeft: NThis Bill says that a school district has the rights to

choose between the first day of school and October 15th, an

exclusion date. Most school districts are going to choose

the first day of school because they do not want unhealthy

students coming in to challenge the faculty and the safety

of the students. What there...this clarification was

designed to do, was to make sure that those students who

came in after that date did not take a full year in order

to get that physical.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Black.''

Black: ''In other words, could have that first date but then

somehow in here you are keeping that October 15th or some

sort of trigger in case somebody transfers in. What
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they transfer in November lst?''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: HRepresentative./

Black: nExcuse me, Mr. Speaker. 1...1 thought when you

transferred in you were to bring your health records et

cetera with you because if it was after october 15th,

obviously you have got to have your health records and

immunization card, et cetera. I'm just having trouble

following this. If you could just kind of walk me through
it.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Hoeft./

Hoeft: NWhat happens if a child comes in from out of state,

Representative Black? Does not have the physical forms?

You can't exclude that child that date. So you have the

child... give them a opportunity to get those while they

are in school, while when they are in curriculum, but you

have a distinct date. Sixty days that has to be in. And

they are saying, if it's not in by then, then we can

exclude them. This is to clarify and create a safer system

for them.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NRepresentative Blacko?

Black: Pokay. I really appreciate that and just to make sure I am

on tarqet, on task here, it is still under this, perfectly

permissible for a school district to establish with.ooit

looks like notification, an immunization requirement first

day of school, correct?l

Speaker Johnson, Tim: fRepresentative Hoeft.p

Hoeft: ''Absolutely, and that is the intent.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Blacko''

Black: pThank you very much, Representative. do appreciate

your patience and your forthright answerso''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: @On the Amendment the Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Dupage, Representative Persico. Proceedop
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Persico: OThank you, Mr. Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *He indicates he wi11.P

Persico: HRepresentative, you know, the school mandate waiver

laws are still confusing to many of us and I guess I have a

few questions. If we concur on Senate Amendment #3: since

we have already concurred with Senate Amendment #1 and

does that mean any other thing in the School Code can be

waived by a school district with out public hearing if it's

already been waived in a previous year?/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: WRepresentative Hoeft.'

Hoeft: ''No.R

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Persico.?

Persico: ''So in other words, if a school district in some

southern Illinois town, lets say, waives the band program

of their particular school district, no other school

district then can come in and waive their band program

without public hearing?'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Hoeft.l

Hoeft: lokay. Let me start from base one, Representative

Persico. We sat down and we took those areas that were

already waived that everyone agreed upon should be removed

from the state law. And we took those..othis is entirely

different than the other Bill that was already passed

through. So these are four distinct areas. There is the

area of immunization. I can go through the other

Amendments wefve agreed upon, but this has only to do with

the exclusion date for those students who do not have their

physicals. That's all it does, in sayinq that school

districts in the State of Illinois don't have to qo through

the lonq process in order to qet this freedom.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Persico, further

questions??
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Persico: *No, Mr. Speaker. Thank you, Representative, for your

answers./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NThe Gentleman from Dupage...The Gentleman

from Kane, Representative Hoeft, has moved that the House

do concur with Senate Amendment #1 to House Bill 2664.

Those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; those opposed by

voting 'no'. The voting is open, this is final action.

Have a1l voted who wish? Have a11 voted who wish? Have

all voted who wish? Mr Clerk, take the record. On this

question there are l12 voting 'yes'; 0 voting 'no' or

present, and the House does concur with Senate Amendment 43

to House Bill 42664. This Bill, having received the

requisite Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared
passed. On Supplemental Calendar #2, the Order of

Conference Committee Reports, appears Senate Bill 1140.

The Gentleman from Dupage, Representative Tom Johnson, is

recognized. Proceed, Sir.''

Johnson, Tom: nYes, Mr. Speaker, Members of the House, I would

move to approve the Second Conference Committee Report on

Senate Bill 1140. This Conference Committee Report and

Bill that's before us today would add an effective date of

immediately upon passaqe and signage by the government, or

the Governor of the prohibition of the same sex marriages.

This is.voother than that, the Bill is precisely the same

as we passed out of here a week or two a:o on a vote of 87

to 17 and it is just the effective date. Would ask for
your approval of this. Thank youo'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ?On the 3ill the Chair recognizes the Lady

from Cook: Representative Currie. ProceedoF

Currie: 'Thank you, Speaker and Members of the House. speak

aqainst the adoption of this Conference Committee Report,

as I voted against the earlier measure to restate Illinois
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law in respect to marriages between people of the same

gender. We were told when we considered the last Bill that

was very important to establish the principle that

people of the same gender may not marry in the State of

lllinois in case somethin: were to happen in Hawaii. Wellz
now we find out that in addition to the fact that the

Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act already defines

marriage as a status between people of opposite genders, we

find out that in their rush to judqement the proponents of
this ban on same sex marriaqes failed to add an immediate

effective date. That makes me wonder, Speaker and Members

of this House, how serious the proponents are with respect

to the underlying issue as against havinq an interest in

causing division and anxiety and hatred among our populous.

think this Bill is not about preventin: 'Gay marriage', I

think this Bill is about bashinq people whose lifestyles,

whose orientations are different from those of the

majority. I think we should consider the question of same
sex marriage. I think we ought to do so over a longer time

span. I don't see why we are so fearful of people who love

one another even if the love they bear for one another

happens among those of the same rather than opposite

genders. But even you don't agree with me that this is

sometbin: that needs consideration and attention and

perhaps a change in state law, there is no reason in the

world to duplicate the statute that already exists and

there certainly isn't any reason to duplicate twice in

the same Session. I would urge your 'no' vote./

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PThe Chair recognizes the Lady from Cook,

Representative Ronen. Proceed.?

Ronen: 'Thank you, Mr. Speakerz Members of the General Assembly.

ï also rise ln opposition to this Conference Report as I
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rose in opposition to the same issue when it came up as

Senate Bill 1773. It was said then that all this was, was

about mean-spirited attacks. And guess al1 we are

learning today is that in addition to being mean-spirited,

the proponents of this Bill are also pretty sloppy because

they couldn't get it right the first time. would urge

a1l Members to vote 'no' or vote 'present' against this

Bill. There areo..this is disingenuous at best. It's

hate-filled. The only purpose is to have a political wedge

issue to use in November. That's hateful and that's wrong.

And I think it's important that we a1l stand up and speak

out against that kind of hate. would urge Members to do

that. There are so many more important issues that we

could be discussing that relate to marriage and to

families, that it's kind of ironic. guess it's worse than

ironic that we're havin: to deal with this. What we are

doing is trying to erect barriers to people makin: a

commitment to one another, to people loving one another.

Why does that sound so wrong? Why does that sound so scary

to people? think that's what people voting for this have

to look at and see why they are responding that way. There

are many more important issues than this. That's what

we're talking about, marriage. Let's talk about the

violence that occurs in marriage. Let's try to do

something about that. So this Bill is mean-spirited, it's

wrong. And I Would ask a1l of my colleaques to vote 'no',

to vote 'present' and to vote against this hatred bigotry.?

speaker Johnson, Tim: ''The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
' 
Coles, Representative Weaver.R

Weaver: 'Thank youp Mr. Speaker. move the previous question.r

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lThe question is, 'Shall the main question

be put?' Those in favor signify by saying 'aye', those
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opposed by sayinq 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair the

'ayes' have it. The main question is put. The Gentleman

from Dupage, Representative Tom Johnson to close.p

Johnson, Tom: would just ask for your 'aye' vote on this.
Thank you.p

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NThe question is, 'Shall the Second

Conference Committee Report to Senate Bill 1140 be

adopted?' Those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; those

opposed by voting 'no'. The voting is open. This is final

action. Have all voted who wish? Have al1 voted who wish?

Have a11 voted who wish? Mr. Clerk: take the record. On

this question there are 83 voting 'yes'; 12 voting 'no', 14

voting 'present' and the House does adopt Conference

Committee Report #2 to House Billa..senate Bill 1140: and

this Bill, having received the requisite Constitutional

Majority, is hereby declared passed. Mr. Clerk, on the
Order of Senate Bills Second Readinq, page 5 of the

Calendar, appears Senate Bill 1664. Mr. Clerk, read the

Bi1l.p

Clerk McLennand: Psenate Bill #1664. The Bill has been read a

second time previously. Committee Amendment 41 was

adopted. Committee Amendment #2 was referred to Rules. No

Floor Amendments. Fiscal Kote and State Mandates Note have

been requested on the Bill and have been filed.n

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RThird Reading. Mr. Clerk, on the Order of

Senate Bills Third Reading appears Senate 9i11 1664. Mr.

Clerk, read the 3ill.''

Clerk McLennand: Nsenate Bill #1664, a 3i11 for an Act in

relation to the Southwestern Illinois Development

Authority. Third Reading of this Senate Bi1l.>

Speaker Johnson, Tim: *On the 3ill the Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Madison, Representative Stephens. Proceed.
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Give the Gentleman your attentionon

Stephens: lThank you, Mr. Speaker. As the 3ill was introduced in

the Senate, exempted the Southwestern Illinois

Development Authority Industrial Revenue Bonds from income

tax in the State of Illinois. It also extended the

quick-take period for another 24 months for the

Southwestern Illinois Development Authority. In the House

we amended the Bill in Committee to change the reference

from Industrial Bonds and to strike that language so that

the Southwestern Illinois Development Authority could issue

bonds for a variety of projects including some that I would
like to reference. For instance, the not-for-profit

hospitals in our reqion have been

benefactors...beneficiaries of Southwestern Illinois

Development Authority bonds. The...SWIDA is involved in a

number of activities in our area, in the area of economic

development. Tncluding, as was referenced earlier in the

day, St. Clair County which operates the expansion of Scott

Air Force Base to joint use which will soon be known as the

Mid America Airport. Metro Link Development, a bi-state

effort to extend liqht rail into Southwestern Illinois. ln

recent years they've been involved in the creation of 274

jobs, retention of 46...46 hundred jobs, almost $4 million

in income tax paid by the creation of those jobs. And the
Bill has been amended and 1 would like to send it back to

the Senate. I move favorable consideration and would be

glad to answer any questions.H

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Prior to proceedin: on the Bill, on a

point of personal privilege, the Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Madison, Representative Hoffman.?

Hoffman: NYes, because of a potential conflict of interest I will

be voting 'present'.''
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Speaker Johnson, Tim: eThank you, Sir. The Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Madison, Representative Steve Davis.

Proceedo''

Davis, S.: RThank you, Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the

House, I rise in support oi this...of this Senate Bi11.

The Southwestern Illinois Industrial Association provides a

greatly needed service for our area and it's an excellent

economic development tool for many projects in our area.

think this Bill has very minimal cost to the State of

Illinois, something approximately $26 thousand cost to the

citizens of the State of Illinois. And I believe that

every single penny of the cost that it will cost the

taxpayers in the State of Illinois can be justified and
is certainly something that we need in our area. And 1

would urqe al1 of my colleagues on both sides of the aisle

to join with Representative Stephens and myself and support
this piece of legislation. Thank youop

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pOn the Bill the Gentleman from St. Clair,

Representative Holbrook. Proceedop

Holbrook: 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the Bil1.l

Speaker Johnson, Tim: >To the Bill.>

Holbrook: OThis is just another spark plug in the engine of our
economic development that drives our community. We need to

keep going. Would urge a11 parties to vote for it.

They have done nothing but excellent work in our area for

economic development. Our local officials, everyone

endorses this and I urge both sides of the aisle to vote

for it. Thank you.e

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pThe Gentleman from Madison:

Representatives Stephens has moved for the passage of

Senate Bill 1664. Those in favor vote 'aye'; those opposed

vote 'no'. The voting is open. This is final action.
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Have a11 voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have

all voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this

question there are l1l voting 'yes': 0 voting 'no' and l

voting 'present' and this Bill, having received a

Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On the
Order . of Senate Bills Second Reading, page 4 of the

Calendar, appears Senate 3il1 1363. Mr. Clerk, read the

Bi1l.>

Clerk McLennand: Psenate Bill 41363. The Bill has been read a

second time previously. Floor Amendment 41 was referred to

Rules. Floor Amendment #2, offered by Representative

Cowlishaw, has been approved for consideration.'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ?On Floor Amendment 42 The Chair recognizes

the Lady irom Dupage, Representative Cowlishaw. Proceed.o

Cowlishaw: *Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. This Amendment

simply requires tbe very same things to happen in Cook

County that happen in a1l other counties of the state in

regard to tbe services that are provided for young people

including such things as the GED test and so forth, is

consistent with long-standin: practices and it corrects

some drafting errors. That's all it does. Thank you. I'd

be glad to answer any questionsq?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: >On the Amendment the Chair recognizes the

Gentleman from Cook, Representative Schoenberg.n

Schoenberg: lThank you, Mr. Speaker. A question of the Sponsor.

Will she yield?l

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lshe indicates she will yield. Proceed.?

Schoenberg: f'Representative Cowlishaw, does this relate to the

duties of the Office of the Regional Superintendent of

Schools for Cook County??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Cowlishaw.''

Cowlishaw: lThere is no Regional Superintendent of Schools for
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Cook County.R

Speaker Johnson, Tim: pRepresentative Schoenbergln

Schoenberg: *All right, let me rephrase the question, but before

rephrase the question, Mr. Speaker, I'd like to request a

Roll Call vote and a verification on Floor Amendment #2.

am joined in the necessary hands of my colleaguesa''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: nYour request in both regards are qranted.

Proceed.'

Schoenberg: ''Thank you. Representative Cowlishaw, let me

rephrase the question. Mr. Lloyd Leman who handles the

functions exclusively for suburban areas within Cook

County, does this pertain to the duties of that office?/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Cowlishaw.l

Cowlishaw: >It pertains to the duties of the Office of Regional

Superintendent of Schools exactly the same as it has always

been. It makes no changes in those things whatsoever.?

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Schoenberg.?

Schoenberg: %As seem to recall there has been a concertedF

'

effort, first it was initiated by your side of the aisle,
then it was a flag that was adopted by our side of the

aisle. As far as eliminating this office altogether. This

office is just...the functions of this office it's just as
superfluous and unnecessary now as it was before, and the

irony is that we had sought to abolish this office and put

Mr. Leman in there on an interim basis so that he could

handle all the administrative tasks and ensure a sm00th

transition of the abolition of this office. Now we.e.what

we've seen is that the purview of the office is limited to

suburban Cook County instead of suburban Cook County and

tbe remainder of Cook County. But the ofiice is just as
unnecessary now as was last year, as it was the year

before that, as was the year before that. The State
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Board of Education has acknowledged that they can handle

readily al1 the functions of this and I would be very

surprised to see any of my fellow colleagues from suburban

Cook County who...with regardless of what party youdre

from, if you are from suburban Cook County you really have

no business supporting this because welve already ensured,

we already know that the State Board of Education can

handle these functions. I appreciate what the Lady has

done on so many other educational reform initiatives.

However this is a step back in time and this is really

unnecessary. Those of you who are newer from suburban

areas should really vote against this because there's

really no compelling reason to be for this. Thank you.r

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''On the Amendment the Gentleman from

McLean, Representative Brady. Proceed.e

Brady: pWil1 the Sponsor yield??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: Oshe indicates she will.*

Brady: ''Representative: if I am to understand what you are trying

to do here, correctly, is you're trying to create equity

and parity throughout the State of Ikllnois. Right now the

state is subsidizing the inefficient operation in which

GED'S are provided for in Cook County. And you are just
trying to say if that's going to exist, they ouqht not have

to take downstate taxpayers to pay for it, provide the

parity of systems throughout the entire state. Is that

correct?p

Speaker Johnson, Tim: RRepresentative Cowlishaw.p

Cowlishaw: ''Representative Brady, there could not be a more

accurate description of what this Bill does. Currently,

the cost that the State of Illinois, that is all of the

state's taxpayers are incurring - in order for GED tests

and certain other services to be provided in the County of
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Cook are paid for by the State of Illinois. That does not

happen in any other county in the entire state.

Consequently, the taxpayers everywhere else in Illinois are

subsidizing the costs for these services only in Cook

County. That is not fair, it is not equitable. am

certainly pleased that you picked up on it, Representative

Brady.n

Speaker Johnson: Tim: OFurther questions, Representative Brady??

Brady: PThank you, Representative Cowlishaw. To the Bi1l.R

Speaker Johnsony Tim: PTo the Bill...to the Amendment, Sir./

Brady: /1 would echo Representative Cowlishaw's comments to all

my colleaques outside of Cook. 1 think it is a very

important vote. It is very important that you vote 'yes'

for this. It will end your constituents subsidizing a

system that's inadequate and inefficient in Cook. would

urge you to vote 'aye' for this Bill.N

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PThe Chair recognizes the Gentleman from

Cook, Representative Stroger. Proceed. Representative

Stroger.l

Stroger: lThank you, Mr. Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?l

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''He indicates he will...she will.l

Stroqer: nRepresentative, does this create a superintendent for

a1l of Cook County or only for suburban Cook County?''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ORepresentative Cowlishaw.l

Cowlishaw: ONo, Sir, it does not do either of those things.''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: nRepresentative Strogero?

Stroger: ''Then, could you tell me what this does?''

Speaker Johnson, Tim: lRepresentative Cowlishaw.R:

Cowlishaw: 'llt makes the County of Cook responsible for payinq

the costs above and beyond those costs that are

reimbursable through the fees that are paid for GED tests

to be taken. There is an excessive amount of money that is
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required to administer those tests in Cook County because

the fees do not come even close to covering the costs.

Someone has to pay those costs. Currently, they are being

paid by the State of Illinois. Unlike any other county in

the state, this requires the County of Cook to pay for

those services just like all other counties in lllinois.''
Speaker Johnson, Tim: pRepresentative Stroger, further questions

or comments?p

Stroger: >If there is not going to be a regional superintendent,

where will that money qo through?'

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Cowlishaw.f

Cowlishaw: ll'm sorry, I don't think 1 understood your question.

Could you repeat it, please?/

Speaker Johnson, Tim: NRepresentative Stroger, do you Want to

repeat the question?'

Stroger: /1 believe for the other counties, the monies allocated

goes.o.the Regional Superintendent's Office qets it and

they actually pay the bills. So, in Cook County, who will

the money go to and how will they decide who will run the

GED Proqram and how will they get paid??

Speaker Johnson, Tim: PRepresentative Cowlishaw.n

Cowlishaw: ''Representative, it is the purpose of this legislation

to result in there being no state appropriation for

coverinq the costs of those services that the state does

not pay for anywhere else. Consequently, it is not a

question of Where the appropriated money would be directed.

There would be none.''

speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Stroger, any further

questions?*

Stroger: >So, in essence, then the Cook County Board would decide

who runs the GED Program and they will take the money from

their general fund and pay for
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Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Cowlishaw.l

Cowlishaw: 'Representative, as in all other counties where there

is an elected regional superintendent of schools it is that

individual's responsibility to see to it that GED testing

is available to those students who seek it and those costs

are paid for by t'he county. lt is entirely the discretion

of the county as to how it wants to direct any funding in

order that GED testing can be provided for students who

live in the City of Chicaqo which does not have a regional

superintendent of schools. There is no reason that the

County of Cook could not arrange for those services to be

provided through the Chicaqo Reform Board, if that is the

county and the board's choice. But it is essential that

the county, which I know is a very responsible entity, it

is essential that the county ascertain that there is some

process by whicb any student living in Cook County has the

opportunity to take a GED test if he or she wishes to do

so.w

Speaker Johnson, Tim: ''Representative Stroger.R

Stroger: ''To the Amendmentoe

Speaker Johnson, Tim: >To the Amendment.ff

Stroger: *1 believe that the Representative is correct, that GED

services need to be done in Cook County, but I also believe

that the Regional Superintendent needs to be in Cook

County. It was a mistake when we removed him. If a person

isn't doing his job? then he should be voted out by his
constituents. The office should not be abolished. So we

have found out that the services that every...the other l01

counties need, Cook County needs. So before this Amendment

pass, we ought to pass a Bill that puts the Regional

Superintendent in charge of all of Cook County. Not two of

them, just one for the whole county. Thank you.R
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Speaker Daniels: Ospeaker Daniels in the Chair. Representative

Black.n

Black: OThank you very much, Mr. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlemen

of the House. 1 simply rise to support the

Representative's Amendment. And 1 hesitate to bring up

regional differences, but think the thing those of us who

live downstate need to focus on, is that a1l this Amendment

is doing is to say the County of Cook shall be treated as

every other county in the State of Illinois is treated when

comes to the GED examination and fees. The Regional

Superintendent can charge a $15.00 application fee and

$10.00 fee to print and distribute the diploma for those

who pass tbe GED. That then goes to oiiset tbe costs. In

every other county of the state the difference between the

fees qenerated and the dollars required to run the GED

Program the county makes up the difference. But in the

County of Cook a1l taxpayers throughout the State of

lllinois make up the difference. Now that is not

equitable. There is no reason why the citizenry of the

entire State of Illinois should subsidize this year, to the

tune of an excess of $250 thousand, the GED Program in Cook

County. Now can't go home and explain why my taxpayers

are subsidizinq the GED Program in Cook county. I dare say

not one downstate Legislator, reqardless of affiliation of

party, can go home and explain that. realize that there

are things that we have to take into consideration about

how big the County of Cook is and other items, but this is

not one of those. A GED exam is a GBD exam', whether it is

administered in Cook County or Vermilion County. And it is

not fair to ask the citizens of Vermilion County to make up

whatever difference there might be in the administration of

the GED Program and then to further make up the shortfall
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of the GED Program in Cook County. This is a very

clear-cut case of some counties not being treated the same

as others. I would urge, particularly my colleagues on

either side of the aisle who live in any county other than

Cook, to vote in favor of the Amendment.n

Speaker Daniels: lRepresentative Winkel.l

Winkel: ''Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question..?

Speaker Daniels: rThe question is, 'Shall the main question be

put?' Al1 in favor say 'aye'; opposed 'no'. The 'ayes'

have it. Representative Cowlishaw to close.''

Cowlishaw: >1t is important for the students in Cook County, .

whether they live in the suburban area or the City of

Chicago, to be provided with the same services as students

throughout the rest of the state, and in fairness to a1l

taxpayers, those services should be funded the same way

they are in all of the other 10l counties. The state

should not be subsidizing these costs. If you would like

to believe that we have a system of funding services to

children that is fair, vote 'yes'. Thank you.''

Speaker Daniels: ''The Lady moves for the adoption of Amendment

#2. All those in favor signify by voting 'aye'; opposed by

voting 'no'. The votin: is open. Have a11 voted who wish?

Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have

all voted who wish? Have al1 voted who wish? Have all

downstaters voted as wish? Take the record. On this

question there are 51 'ayes' and 60 'no'. The

Lady...Representative Cowlishaw.''

Cowlishaw: >May I ask for Postponed Consideration. please?''

Speaker Daniels: WThe Lady asks for Postponed Consideration and

according to House Rule 712, she is entitled to it on any

legislative measure. And, Representative Cowlishaw, the

Chair would rule that you are entitled to that, but what is

l65



STATE OF ILLINOIS
89TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE

132nd Legislative Day May 16, 1996

your pleasure?>

Cowlishaw: *Mr. Speaker, I want to make sure I understand this.

If I do not put this on Postponed Consideration then we

have a record of this vote. Is that correct.p

Speaker Daniels: nThat is correct.o

Cowlishaw: NForget the request about a Postponed ConsiderationaW

Speaker Daniels: NThe Lady withdraws her request for Postponed

Consideration. There are 51 'ayesf, 60 'noes # 2 voting

'present', and the Lady's Motion to adopt Amendment #2

fails. Further Amendments?o

Clerk Rossi: *No further Amendments have been approved for

consideration. Notes that have been requested on the Bill

have been filed./

Speaker Daniels: 'Representative Cowlishaw, do you wish to move

this Bill to Third Reading or leave it on Second?''

Cowlishaw: lsecond, please.?

Speaker Daniels: NLeave the Bill on Second Reading. Senate Bill

1390. Read the Bill, Mr. Clerk.f

Clerk Rossi: lsenate Bill 1390. This Bill has been read a second

time previously. Amendment 41 was adopted in committee.

No Motions have been filed. Floor Amendment #3, offered by

Representative Ryder: has been approved for consideration.l

Speaker Daniels: 'Representative Ryder./

Ryder: pThank you, Mr. Speaker. Floor Amendment #3 reinstates

the environmental impact fee for cleanup reimbursement for

underground storage tanks. This Bill is in exactly the

same form as when 88 of us voted in favor of it last fall.

And...n

Speaker Daniels: nRepresentative Granberq.p

Ryder: O...Be happy to answer any questions.'

Granberg: lThank you, Mr. Speaker. First of all, I am joined by
the requisite number of my colleagues to request a Roll
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Call vote on the Amendment. And secondly, to the

Amendment, Mr. Speaker. I want to thank Representative

Ryder for his cooperation. rise in support of the

Amendment. This is what we should have done last spring.

We should have voted this issue straight up or down on the

merits. We should not have tied to child sexual

offenders. We should not have tried to pass a qas tax,

which this is, on the backs of sexually abused children.

Representative Klingler refused to take out of the

record last spring, thereby jeopardizing these people,
these small business people. This is an important measure.

It helps our small business people from across the state.

think it is a small gas tax increase and is worth the

effort for what we are trying to accomplish. And I want to

thank the Sponsor of the Amendment and the Sponsor of the

Bill for their help.''

Speaker Daniels: OThe Majority Leader, Representative Churchill./
Churchill: 'Thank you, Mr. Speaker. move the previous

question.'

Speaker Daniels: lThe question is, 'Shall the main question be

put?' All in favor say 'aye' opposed 'no'. The 'ayes'#

have Representative Ryder now moves for the adoption

of Amendment 43 to Senate Bill 1390. All those in favor

signify by voting 'aye', opposed by voting 'no'. The

votinq is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted

who wish? Take the record, Mr. Clerk. On this question

there are 77 'aye' 15 'no' 3 voting 'present'. The

Amendment's adopted. Further Amendments??

Clerk McLennand: NNo further Amendments. Notes requested have

been filed.''

Speaker Daniels: NThird Reading. Read the Bill, Mr. Clerk.l

Clerk McLennand: Osenate Bill #1390, a Bill for an Act that
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Act. Third Reading of

this Senate Bill.*

Speaker Daniels: NRepresentative Ryder now moves the passage of

Senate Bill 1390. All in favor siqnify by votinq 'aye',

opposed by voting 'no'. The votinq is open. This is final

action on the Bill. This is final action. Have all voted

who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have a1l voted who

wish? This is final action environmental cleanup,

underground storage tanks. Everybody recorded the way they

want to be recorded? Representative Davis, you're recorded

as 'no'. Is that how you want to be recorded? Have al1

voted who wish? Take the record. On this question there

are 86 'aye', 27 'no', 2 voting 'present'. This Bill,

havin: received the Constitutional Majority, is hereby
declared passed. Representative Churchill now moves that

tbe House stand adjourned until Friday, May 17th, 1996 at

the hour of 10:00 a.m. A11 those in favor signify 'by

saying 'aye', opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair

the 'ayes' have it and allowin: perfunctory time for the

Clerk, the House now stands adjourned until Friday, May
l7th# 1996 at the hour of 10 o'clock a.m.''

Clerk McLennand: OHouse Perfunctory Session will be in order.

Introduction of Resolutions. House Joint Resolution #123,

offered by Representative Meyer: was referred to the Rules

Committee. Jntroduction and First Reading of House Bills.

House Bill 43734: offered by Representative Stephens, a

Bill for an Act to amend the Counties Code. First Reading

of this House Bill. Messages from the Senate. Messages

from the Senate. Mr. Speaker, I'm directed to inform the

House of Representatives that the Senate has reiused to

concur with the House in the adoption of their Amendment to

Senate Bill 454, House Amendment #1 too..House Amendment 41
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to Senate Bill 542 and Senate Bill 41440, 1414, House

Amendment 91 and Senate Bill 41465, House Amendments 41 and

2, action taken by the Senate May 16th. These were

referred to the Rules Committee on the Order of

Nonconcurrence. Under the Order of Concurrence, 1'm

directed to inform the House of Representatives that the

Senate has concurred with the House of Representatives in

the passage of Bills of the following title; House Bill

#431, together with Senate Amendments #l, 2, 4: 5: and 6.

House Bill 4545, together with Senate Amendments #l, 2 and

5. House Bill 41014, together with Senate Amendments 91

and 2. House Bill 42206, together with Senate Amendments

#l# and House Bill 43128, together with Senate

Amendments #2 and 3. House Bill 43204, together with

Senate Amendment #l. House Bill 43309, together with

Senate Amendments #l, 2, 3 and 4. House Bill 43349,

together with Senate Amendment #l. House Bill 43520,

together with Senate Amendment 41 and House Bill 43694,

toqether with Senate Amendment #l, the adoption of which

I'm instructed to ask concurrence of the House. Passed the

Senate, as amended, May 16th. Introduction of Resolutions.

Senate Joint Resolution 9107, offered by Representative

Churchill. The Adjournment Resolution is referred to the
Rules Committee. Being no further business, the House

Perfunctory Session stands adjourned and the House will
reconvene full Session Friday, May 17th, at the hour of

10:00 a.m.O
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SB-0643 SECOND READING
SB-11M0 CONFERENCE
SB-1260 THIRD READING
58-1327 SECOND READING
58-1327 THIRD READING
58-1363 SECOND READING
SB-1390 SECOND READING
SB-1390 THIRD READING
SB-1650 THIRD READING
SB-166k SECOND READING
SB-166k THIRD READING
58-1669 SECOND READING
58-1669 THIRD HEADING
SB-1757 SECOND READING
SB-1?57 THIRD READING
SB-181k THIRD READING
HR-G1!9 FILED
HR-0120 FILED
HR-0121 ADOPTED
HR-0121 HESOLUTION OFFEHED
HR-0122 ADOPTED
HR-0122 RESOLUTION OFFERED
HJR-0085 CONCURBENCE
HJR-0092 ADOPTED
HJE-0092 RESOLUTION OFFERED
HJH-010k ADOPTED
HJR-OIO: RESOLUTION OFFEHED
HJR-OIIR ADOPTED
HJR-OII: RESOLUTION OFFERED
HJR-0115 FILED
HJR-0116 FILED
HJR-0117 FILED
HJR-0118 FILED
HJR-0119 FILED
HJR-0120 FILED
HJR-0121 FILED
HJR-0122 FILED
HJR-0123 FILED
SJH-0107 FILED

SUBJECT MATTER

HOUSE TO ORDER PACE
SPEAKER DANIELS IN THE CHAIR PAGE
PRAYER - PASTOR HAHNER PAGE
PLEDCE OF ALLECIANCE - REPRESENTATIVE BRADY PAGE
ROLL CALL FOB ATTENDANCE PACE
REPRESENTATIVE BIGCERT IN THE CHAIR PAGE
GUESTS - STUDENTS FROH ASHMORE GBADE SCHOOL PAGE
GUEST - FORH REPRESENTATIVE&SENATOR T0M HCCRACKEN PAGE
HESSAGE FROH THE SENATE PAGE
HEPRESENTATIVE T1M JOHNSON IN THE CHAIR PAGE
SUPPLEHENTAL CALENDAR 12 PAGE
SPEAKER DANIELS IN THE CHAIR PAGE
HOUSE ADJOURNED PAGE
HOUSE PERFUNCTORY SESSION PAGE

1
1
1
1
2
7
114
llll
75
10tl
105
1 63
1 68
: 68



REPORT: TIFLDAY STATE OF ILLINOIS
PAGE: 002 89TH GENERAL ASSEHBLY

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
DAILY TRANSCRIPTION OF DEBATE INDEX

HAY 16, 1996

97/03/11
10:30:04

SUBJECT HATTER

MESSAGE FROH THE SENATE PAGE
HOUSE PERFUNCTORT SESSION ADJOURNED PAGE
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR 11 PAGE
GUEST - LAURIE DANIELS PAGE
MESSAGE FRQM %HE SENATE PAGE
GUESTS - 8TH GRADE FROM JAHES HART JUNIOR HICH PAGE
REPRESENTATIVE HOJCIK IN THE CHAIR PAGE
GUESTS - NURSES PAGE
SPEAKER DANIELS IN THE CHAIB PACE
GUEST - BEARDSTOHN LADIES PAGE
GUEST- FORNEH PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE - PHIL ROCK PAGE

168
169
75
88
90
90
91
103
103
103
132


