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Clerk Hollman:  "House Perfunctory Session will come to order. 

Introduction and First Reading of Senate Bills. Senate Bill 

2103, offered by Representative Halpin, a Bill for an Act 

concerning public employee benefits. First Reading of this 

Senate Bill. Second Reading of Senate Bills on the Consent 

Calendar–Second Reading–First Day Calendar. Senate Bill 46, 

a Bill for an Act concerning civil law. Senate Bill 64, a 

Bill for an Act concerning civil law. Senate Bill 85, a Bill 

for an Act concerning local government. Senate Bill 107, a 

Bill for an Act concerning civil law. Senate Bill 121, a Bill 

for an Act concerning regulation. Senate Bill 136, a Bill for 

an Act concerning education. Senate Bill 167, a Bill for an 

Act concerning public employee benefits. Senate Bill 189, a 

Bill for an Act concerning finance. Senate Bill 190, a Bill 

for an Act concerning education. Senate Bill 194, a Bill for 

an Act concerning regulation. Senate Bill 214, a Bill for an 

Act concerning regulation. Senate Bill 255, a Bill for an Act 

concerning civil law. Senate Bill 277, a Bill for an Act 

concerning civil law. Senate Bill 295, a Bill for an Act 

concerning public aid. Senate Bill 307, a Bill for an Act 

concerning public employee benefits. Senate Bill 460, a Bill 

for an Act concerning public employee benefits. Senate Bill 

499, a Bill for an Act concerning regulation. Senate Bill 

505, a Bill for an Act concerning State government. Senate 

Bill 506, a Bill for an Act concerning public aid. Senate 

Bill 544, a Bill for an Act concerning State government. 

Senate Bill 548, a Bill for an Act concerning regulation. 

Senate Bill 595, a Bill for an Act concerning civil law. 

Senate Bill 605, a Bill for an Act concerning education. 
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Senate Bill 640, a Bill for an Act concerning finance. Senate 

Bill 651, a Bill for an Act concerning courts. Senate Bill 

687, a Bill for an Act concerning finance. Senate Bill 1539, 

a Bill for an Act concerning finance. Senate Bill 1611, a 

Bill for an Act concerning State government. Senate Bill 1632, 

a Bill for an Act concerning regulation. Senate Bill 1638, a 

Bill for an Act concerning education. Senate Bill 1650, a 

Bill for an Act concerning employment. Senate Bill 1657, a 

Bill for an Act concerning regulation. Senate Bill 1658, a 

Bill for an Act concerning regulation. Senate Bill 1675, a 

Bill for an Act concerning public employee benefits. Senate 

Bill 1681, a Bill for an Act concerning employment. Senate 

Bill 1682, a Bill for an Act concerning regulation. Senate 

Bill 1723, a Bill for an Act concerning regulation. Senate 

Bill 1753, a Bill for an Act concerning regulation. Senate 

Bill 1765, a Bill for an Act concerning State government. 

Senate Bill 1771, a Bill for an Act concerning regulation. 

Senate Bill 1779, a Bill for an Act concerning business. 

Senate Bill 1786, a Bill for an Act concerning State 

government. Senate Bill 1790, a Bill for an Act concerning 

regulation. Senate Bill 1830, a Bill for an Act concerning 

education. Senate Bill 1876, a Bill for an Act concerning 

regulation. Senate Bill 1878, a Bill for an Act concerning 

fish. Senate Bill 1879, a Bill for an Act concerning fish. 

Senate Bill 1913, a Bill for an Act transportation. Senate 

Bill 1921, a Bill for an Act concerning government. Senate 

Bill 1928, a Bill for an Act concerning education. Senate 

Bill 1993, a Bill for an Act concerning regulation. Senate 

Bill 2014, a Bill for an Act concerning education. Senate 
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Bill 2116, a Bill for an Act concerning criminal law. Senate 

Bill 2175, a Bill for an Act concerning State government. 

Senate Bill 2515, a Bill for an Act safety. Second Reading of 

these Senate Bills. They'll be held on the Order of Second 

Reading." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Good afternoon, Members. The House will be in 

order and Members will be in their chairs. We shall be led by 

pray… in prayer today by Wayne Padget, the Assistant 

Doorkeeper. Members and guests are asked to refrain from 

starting their laptops, turn off all cell phones, and rise 

for the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. Padget." 

Wayne Padget:  "Let us pray. Dear heavenly father, you are the 

pillar of strength and shield. You are our shepherd who 

eternally guides us. Father, as we start Session today, be 

with us and guide our thoughts and actions. With your help, 

good things and new beginnings will happen to this great 

state. Father, we have faced many challenges in our state, 

some with impossible odds and others that were simply 

unbelievable. But still, throughout both of them, you come 

through for us. Lord, finally, we stand before you today 

because we hope for a better future. We pray that our 

investments, plans, and relationships will come to fruition. 

Walking in your light has taught us, by your power, we will 

persevere and win. Thank you for this Session. And you deserve 

nothing less than eternal glory. This we pray in your son's 

name, Amen." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Amen. We'll be led in the Pledge of Allegiance 

by Representative Ozinga." 
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Ozinga - et al:  "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 

States of America and to the republic for which it stands, 

one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 

for all." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Roll Call for Attendance. Leader Harris is 

recognized to report any excused absences on the Democratic 

side of the aisle." 

Harris:  "Madam Speaker, every Democrat is here today." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Leader Harris. Leader Welter is also 

recognized to report any excused absences on the Republican 

side of the aisle." 

Welter:  "Madam Speaker, let the record reflect that all 

Republicans are present and ready to do the work of the 

people." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Leader Welter. Have all recorded 

themselves as wish? Looks like we all wish. We have… the 

record reflect that we have 118 Members reporting today, and 

we have a quorum for business. Mr. Clerk, Committee Reports." 

Clerk Hollman:  "Committee Reports. Representative Willis, 

Chairperson from the Committee on Adoption & Child Welfare 

reports the following committee action taken on May 11, 2021: 

do pass Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 755, Senate Bill 2194; 

do pass as amended Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 2370. 

Representative Harper, Chairperson from the Committee on 

Agriculture & Conservation reports the following committee 

action taken on May 11, 2021: do pass Consent Calendar is 

Senate Bill 915, Senate Bill 1245, Senate Bill 1247, Senate 

Bill 1533, Senate Bill 1656, Senate Bill 2245, Senate Bill 

2395; do pass Short Debate is Senate Bill 1673. Representative 
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Burke, Chairperson from the Committee on Ethics & Elections 

reports the following committee action taken on May 11, 2021: 

do pass Short Debate is Senate Bill 825; recommends be adopted 

is House Joint Resolution 34. Representative Jones, 

Chairperson from the Committee on Insurance reports the 

following committee action taken on May 11, 2021: do pass 

Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 61, Senate Bill 332, Senate 

Bill 471, Senate Bill 493, Senate Bill 968, Senate Bill 1087, 

Senate Bill 1588, Senate Bill 1592, Senate Bill 1854; do pass 

Short Debate is Senate Bill 1905; do pass as amended Consent 

Calendar is Senate Bill 1974. Representative Walsh, 

Chairperson from the Committee on Public Utilities reports 

the following committee action taken on May 11, 2021: do pass 

Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 919, Senate Bill 2530; 

recommends be adopted is Floor Amendment(s) 1 to House Bill 

3702, Floor Amendment(s) 2 House Bill 3702. Representative 

Moylan, Chairperson from the Committee on Transportation: 

Regulation, Roads & Bridges reports the following committee 

action taken on May 11, 2021: do pass Consent Calendar is 

Senate Bill 1232, Senate Bill 2424, Senate Bill 2454, Senate 

Bill 2459; recommends be adopted is House Joint Resolutions 

35 and 37. Representative Greenwood, Chairperson from the 

Committee on Health Care Availability & Accessibility reports 

the following committee action taken on May 11, 2021: do pass 

Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 500. Representative Walker, 

Chairperson from the Committee on Financial Institutions 

reports the following committee action taken on May 11, 2021: 

do pass Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 1534, Senate Bill 

2360; do pass Short Debate is Senate Bill 558, Senate Bill 
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1751. Representative Carroll, Chairperson from the Committee 

on Consumer Protection reports the following committee action 

taken on May 11, 2021: do pass Short Debate is Senate Bill 

2007; do pass as amended Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 294; 

do pass Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 119, Senate Bill 1085, 

Senate Bill 1846. Representative Ann Williams, Chairperson 

from the Committee on Energy & Environment reports the 

following committee action taken on May 11, 2021: do pass 

Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 692, Senate Bill 695, Senate 

Bill 1086, Senate Bill 1920, Senate Bill 2563. Representative 

Kifowit, Chairperson from the Committee on Veterans' Affairs 

reports the following committee action taken on May 11, 2021: 

do pass Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 2250; recommends be 

adopted as amended is House Resolution 231. Representative 

Slaughter, Chairperson from the Committee on Judiciary - 

Criminal reports the following committee action taken on May 

11, 2021: do pass Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 41, Senate 

Bill 765, Senate Bill 1566, Senate Bill 1600, Senate Bill 

1677, Senate Bill 2204, Senate Bill 2567; do pass Short Debate 

is Senate Bill 1596, Senate Bill 2193; do pass as amended 

Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 593, Senate Bill 685, Senate 

Bill 2249, Senate Bill 2339, Senate Bill 2340. Representative 

Moeller, Chairperson from the Committee on Human Services 

reports the following committee action taken on May 12, 2021: 

do pass Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 63, Senate Bill 100, 

Senate Bill 106, Senate Bill 336, Senate Bill 363, Senate 

Bill 579, Senate Bill 700, Senate Bill 701, Senate Bill 1575, 

Senate Bill 1740, Senate Bill 1908, Senate Bill 1977, Senate 

Bill 2177; do pass Short Debate is Senate Bill 512, Senate 
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Bill 555, Senate Bill 2133, Senate Bill 2137; do pass Short 

Debate is Senate Bill 2265; do pass as amended Consent 

Calendar is Senate Bill 1096, Senate Bill 2323; recommends be 

adopted is House Resolution 184, House Resolution 203, and 

House Resolution 204. Representative Mussman, Chairperson 

from the Committee on Elementary & Secondary Education: 

School Curriculum & Policies reports the following committee 

action taken on May 12, 2021: do pass Consent Calendar is 

Senate Bill 673, Senate Bill 2354, Senate Bill 2357; do pass 

Short Debate is Senate Bill 654, Senate Bill 820. 

Representative Gong-Gershowitz, Chairperson from the 

Committee on Judiciary - Civil reports the following 

committee action taken on May 12, 2021: do pass Consent 

Calendar is Senate Bill 47, Senate Bill 258, Senate Bill 259, 

Senate Bill 1780, Senate Bill 1795, Senate Bill 2110, Senate 

Bill 2176, Senate Bill 2494; do pass Short Debate is Senate 

Bill 80, Senate Bill 636, Senate Bill 2179; do pass as amended 

Short Debate is Senate Bill 730, Senate Bill 2664. 

Representative Mah, Chairperson from the Committee on Health 

Care Licenses reports the following committee action taken on 

May 12, 2021: do pass Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 105, 

Senate Bill 335, Senate Bill 567, Senate Bill 677, Senate 

Bill 965, Senate Bill 1079; do pass Short Debate is Senate 

Bill 693, Senate Bill 2172. Introduction of Resolutions. 

House Resolution 286, offered by Representative Kifowit; and 

House Joint Resolution 44, offered by Leader Durkin; and House 

Joint Resolution 45, offered by Representative Mazzochi, are 

referred to the Rules Committee." 
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Speaker Ammons:  "Members, an announcement. This is a reminder of 

House Rule 51.5. Please remember to wear your face covering 

that covers the nose and mouth, except when necessary for 

eating or drinking. This includes when speaking on the 

microphone at your desk. Again, please remember to wear a 

face covering, including while speaking on the microphone, as 

pursuant to House Rule 51.5. Thank you. Attention, Members, 

for another announcement. The deadline to file Committee 

Amendments to Senate Bills will be today at 3 p.m. Committee 

Amendments filed after 3 p.m. will not be considered for 

assignment by the Rules Committee. Once again, Members, the 

deadline for filing Committee Amendments to Senate Bills is 

today at 3 p.m. Thank you, Members. Representative Niemerg, 

what reason do you seek recognition?" 

Niemerg:  "Point of personal privilege, please." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Please state your point, Sir." 

Niemerg:  "Sunday, on ABC News, Dr. Fauci was asked whether it's 

time to start relaxing indoor mask requirements. And Dr. Fauci 

replied, 'I think you're going to probably see that as we go 

along and as more people get vaccinated. We do need to start 

being more liberal as we get more people vaccinated,' he 

added. And additionally, Sunday, on CBS Face the Nation, 

former FDA Commissioner, Dr. Scott Gottlieb said, 'Face masks 

requirements should be relaxed now that the COVID-19 risk is 

dropping,' saying, 'Well look, COVID won't disappear. We're 

all going to have to learn to live with it. But the risks are 

substantially reduced as a result of vaccinations and as a 

result of immunity that people have acquired through prior 

infection. And so, I think we're at a point in time where we 
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can start lifting these ordinances in a whole-cell fashion. 

And people have to take precautions based on their individual 

risk, they have to judge their own individual risk, and decide 

whether or not they're going to avoid crowds or wear masks 

based on the circumstances.' Dr. Gottlieb, who has been a 

strong proponent of masking continued, 'I think we can start 

lifting these restrictions indoors as well on a broad basis.' 

We are standing in this chamber today where every single one 

of us has had the opportunity to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 

The COVID-19 vaccine is more than 90 percent effective in 

fighting COVID-19. So, why are we here wearing masks, 

pretending that there is a risk, when there is little to no 

risks? The answer is, we should not. What message are we 

sending? If the vaccine is really effective, and we want 

people to take the vaccine, then what are we doing in this 

chamber wearing masks? I am introducing a Bill with chief 

cosponsor Blaine Wilhour to end the mask requirement within 

this chamber. We are at little risk of COVID-19 on this floor. 

And if we want our constituents to understand the importance 

of vaccines, we have to end this policy. Additionally, I am 

introducing a Bill to end the mask requirements in schools. 

We need to be an example to our children that we no longer 

need to fear each other. Before we leave Springfield, mask 

mandates need to go. Newly released emails show a flurry of 

communication between CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky, her 

top advisors, and teacher union officials. Emails revealed 

that the powerful teachers union, the American Federation of 

Teachers, was making language suggestions for the CDC's 

latest school reopening guidelines released on February 12. 
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The science has been compromised by a political agenda of 

powerful special interests to the detriment of our children. 

We know that children are at little risk of spreading COVID-

19. We know that kids need to be back in school. It is time 

to reopen schools and end the mask mandate. According to the 

CDC, before the teachers unions got involved, there has been 

little evidence that schools have contributed meaningfully to 

increased community transmission. Let's base our decisions on 

real science, not the political propaganda which has 

infiltrated and disrupted every sector of our society over 

the past year. It is time to lift the mask mandate at school 

and let our kids return to a semblance of normalcy. Let kids 

be kids. Folks, mark my words, history will not look favorably 

on what we have allowed to be done to our children. Thank 

you." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Members, on Order of Resolution… on page 4 of 

the Calendar, under Order of Resolutions, we have House Joint 

Resolution 13, offered by Leader Durkin. Leader Durkin." 

Durkin:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. And if I can have the brief 

attention of the Members of the chamber. I present to you 

today House Joint Resolution 13, which is the Brooks Tonn 

Resolution. Brooks is no longer with us, but his spirit is 

here in the chamber. And I brought a picture of him, to my 

right. A young 10-year-old boy who lost his life tragically 

a few years ago. On December 1, 2017, 10-year-old Brooks Tonn 

of Hinsdale, Illinois lost his life to a rare cancer, 

rhabdomyosarcoma. He fought a courageous battle, something 

that no 10 year old, no child should ever have to go through. 

But after this battle… he lost that battle and our community 
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suffered because of that. In his 10 short years of life, 

Brooks' contribution to his community was profound and 

meaningful. Brooks was always upbeat and positive about life, 

even during the most painful and difficult times during his 

cancer treatment. Ten-year-old Brooks lived by the motto, 

'Have courage and be kind.' Have courage and be kind. We could 

use a lot of that in this building, in this chamber. Think of 

that, a 10-year-old child living and preaching that way of 

life. He was a special and remarkable young man. I attended 

his wake, and there were thousands of people who attended 

both that and the funeral, and that was a reflection of his 

life and also his spirit. So, we often have Resolutions 

honoring those who have passed, and it's generally one of 

sadness. But this is more of a celebration of this young man's 

life and his contribution to our community. We know he is no 

longer suffering and that he's in God's hands, being watched 

over by his grandfather, Bill, Bill Keenan, who is a friend 

of mine, and his aunts and uncles, and departed members of 

his family. So, as many of us drive on I-294 between the 

Eisenhower Expressway and I-55, you'll see, right in between, 

it's a 47th Street bridge. And you'll see that that bridge 

has been dedicated to Brooks by family and friends with 

plastic cups. And it says 'Brooks Strong' on it. On both 

sides, going north and south. And you cannot miss it. So, 

today, through this Resolution, the Tonn family, 

Representative Mazzochi, Representative Moylan, I believe 

he's on there, and I, wish to name this bridge, the 47th 

Bridge after Brooks. The 'Brooks Edwin Tonn Memorial Bridge'. 

We do that by passing this Resolution today. Now, Brooks' 
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parents are not here in the chamber. They're in my office, 

and they're very grateful for what this chamber is doing to 

ensure that the life of their son was not in vain. And we do 

that by honoring him and his family, and his community, by 

renaming that bridge. And I will say this for Brooks' parents, 

both Nora and Rob, they have set up a foundation in his name. 

It's called the Brooks Strong Foundation. They're funding… 

help funding pediatric cancer research, but they also are 

awarding scholarships to defray the cost of sports and extra-

curricular activities for families with children going 

through cancer treatment. So, Rob and Nora, thank you for 

doing that for so many families. And I want to thank you, 

everyone in this chamber, for giving me this moment to speak 

about Brooks and also to ask you to consider supporting this 

Resolution. Thank you very much on myself… of myself… thank 

you on behalf of myself and also Rob and Nora Conn… Tonn, who 

are in my office. Excuse me. But again, Brooks' picture here… 

is right here of a bright, beautiful, vivacious young man who 

lived a year… 10 years of life. But think about that. He lived 

every day with happiness, have courage, be strong. It's just 

remarkable, somebody that age who has that type of character. 

So, we need to recognized people who have made meaning in our 

lives, which we do on a regular basis. And Brooks Tonn is 

worthy of that recognition. So, Madam Speaker, thank you very 

much. And I would ask that all Members of this chamber be 

added as cosponsors as well." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Leader Durkin. Would the Body take a 

moment of silence? Thank you, Members. Leader Durkin moves 

for the adoption of House Resolution 13. All in favor vote 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 

102nd GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE 

 

    33rd Legislative Day  5/12/2021 

 

  10200033.docx 13 

'aye'; all opposed vote 'nay'. The voting is open. Have all 

voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who 

wish? All Members will be added to the Resolution. If all 

Members have voted, Clerk take the record. There's 118 Members 

voting 'yay', no Members voting 'no', and no 'present' votes. 

This Resolution passes. Representative Morgan, for what 

reason do you rise?" 

Morgan:  "Point of personal privilege, Madam Speaker." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Please state your point, Sir." 

Morgan:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. I'm going to take Leader 

Durkin's comments in terms of be kind to others, and I will 

keep that in mind, and I appreciate that. I do want to respond 

to the comments two speakers prior about masks and science. 

I know that we all can lose track of how we got here. I know 

I often forget about what we've gone through to be in this 

chamber together, wearing masks, taking COVID tests, worrying 

about our loved ones who are still sick. For those in the 

Body who are unaware… Madam Speaker, can I have just a moment? 

Ladies and Gentlemen, for those of you who are unaware, very 

recently, there are staff members of our chamber who've 

contracted COVID-19, some who are still ailing from COVID-

19. I think it is critically important that we remember how 

we got here. From the earliest days of this pandemic, there 

are those who were skeptical of science and what we heard 

about what we needed to do to keep ourselves safe, to keep 

our loved ones safe, to keep our colleagues safe. And while 

that was a very nice speech just a few minutes ago from my 

colleague on the other side of the aisle about science and 

how safe we all are, it is very important that we not forget 
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that we are all still at risk and the people that we work 

with, including our staff in this chamber, are still not well 

because of COVID-19. We can give all the speeches in the world 

about our freedoms, but I ask us all to take very seriously 

the importance of taking good care of ourselves and the people 

that we care about and the people we work with in this 

chamber, let alone our family and friends back home who 

continue to be at risk. So, I ask the chamber to keep that in 

mind. And I think that we need to be very responsible to 

ourselves but, more importantly, to those that listen to the 

words that come out of this chamber. To suggest that we are 

all okay and that there is no risk… we have to take care of 

the people that listen to our words, who take actions based 

on what they think is okay, what is going to keep their family 

members safe. So, please, please, it's nice to give a good 

speech about how at the end of this pandemic, as it begins to 

end with vaccines, that we continue to be at risk. How at 

risk? Am I just talking and making things up? No, Ladies and 

Gentlemen. Yesterday, there were 1800 new confirmed cases in 

the State of Illinois. Twenty-six people died. This is not 

made up. This is not fake news. This is very real to the 

people we care about and have to keep safe. We have a 

responsibility to spread that truth. Thank you, Madam 

Speaker." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Representative. Representative 

Avelar, for what reason do you rise?" 

Avelar:  "Point of personal privilege." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Please state your point, Ma'am." 
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Avelar:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. I… actually, I just want to 

take a couple minutes to wish a very happy birthday to a very 

important man in my life. Somebody who really taught me how 

to be humble and to put our communities first. A man who had 

to grow up really early, at the age of 16 when his dad passed, 

to take care of his brothers and sisters. That man is 72 years 

old today. That's Mr. Hugo Lopez, and I want to wish him a 

happy 72nd birthday. Thank you." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Representative. Going back to the 

Order of Resolutions. House Joint Resolution 33, 

Representative Harper. Moving to House Resolution #4, 

Representative West." 

West:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. If you will give me one moment. 

All right. House Resolution 4… thank you, Madam Speaker. House 

Resolution 4 acknowledges that toxic stress and adverse 

childhood experiences can have significantly negative short-

term, long-term, and generational impacts and that early 

intervention through trauma-informed care is the most 

efficient and cost effective way to combat these impacts. I 

was working on this with a couple of people in my district. 

The street term for this… they refer to as 'hood PTSD'. This 

is something that we need to address for our young people to 

make sure that they can grow up to live prosperous lives and 

control their own destiny. The Amendment that was brought 

forth was to add young people who experience homelessness to 

this Resolution. And at the end of the day, I'm asking the 

Illinois General Assembly to seek out opportunities to 

enhance legislation through the science of resiliency and a 

trauma informed lens and funding around early intervention 
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services for children and families that centers the 

principles of brain development, the intimate connection 

between mental and physical health, and the concepts of… 

concepts of toxic stress and adverse childhood experiences. 

I would appreciate an 'aye' vote. Thank you." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Representative West. All those in 

favor of House Resolution 4… Representative West moves for 

the adoption of House Resolution 4. All those in favor say 

'aye'; all those opposed say 'nay'. In the opinion of the 

Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Resolution is adopted. 

Leader Flowers is recognized for House Resolution 61. Leader 

Flowers." 

Flowers:  "Madam Speaker, can you wait until… can you come back to 

me, please, in a few minutes?" 

Speaker Ammons:  "Yes, Ma'am. Absolutely." 

Flowers:  "Thank you." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you. We will move to House Resolution 88, 

Representative… Leader Ramirez. Leader Ramirez, House 

Resolution 88. Thank you, Leader Ramirez. Moving to House 

Resolution 106, Representative Lilly. Members, we are on 

Order of Resolutions. If you have a Resolution in the 

Calendar, you may be called. We are on House Resolution 106, 

is Representative Lilly." 

Lilly:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. House Resolution 106 

acknowledges the seriousness of mental illness issues in 

Illinois and strive to improve awareness and treatment of 

these issues. It urges that Members of the General Assembly 

to have discussions, forums with their communities to promote 

awareness and mental health issues, to have access to mental 
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health services and resources. We encourage Members to work 

with all schools and districts in Illinois to post information 

on mental health and local treatment resources on their public 

Web sites. It encourage all school districts in Illinois to 

implement mental health screening to properly identify 

students with mental health problems. It encourage Federal 

Government to improve mental health awareness treatment and 

funding to improve the lives of citizens struggling with 

mental health, here, in the State of Illinois. I ask for your 

'aye' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Representative Lilly moves for the adoption of 

House Resolution 106. All those in favor say 'aye'; all those 

opposed 'nay'. In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have 

it. And the Resolution is adopted. Continuing, Representative 

Lilly, on House Resolution 112." 

Lilly:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. House Resolution 112 declares 

August 9 through August 15, 2021 as Community Health Center 

Week in the State of Illinois. It encourage all Americans to 

take part by visiting their local health centers and 

celebrating the important partnership between American 

community health centers and the communities they serve. 

Expresses the commitment to work to ensure that every 

underserved and under-resourced community has sustainable 

access to health care… community health care and… and 

community hospital care to address their health needs and to 

improve the outcomes of their lives… the health outcomes of 

their lives. I ask for an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Representative Lilly. Representative 

Lilly moves for the adoption of House Resolution 112. All 
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those in favor say 'aye'; all those opposed say 'nay'. In the 

opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Resolution 

is adopted. Returning to House Resolution 88, Leader 

Ramirez." 

Ramirez:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. House Resolution 88 is a 

Resolution that we've been working on for the last few months. 

And it's in response to what we have been seeing across the 

state and country as it pertains to restraint… child 

restraint. House Resolution 88 urges policy decisions of 

state agencies and the Illinois General Assembly to make sure 

that we align with a goal of preventing, reducing, and 

ultimately eliminating the use of restraint and seclusion 

with children and adolescents. House Resolution 88 provides 

that the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services, 

the Illinois Department of Human Services, the Illinois 

Department of Public Health, and the Illinois Department of 

Mental Health, and Department of Juvenile Justice, with the 

State Board of Education create rules and procedures to govern 

the use of restraint and seclusion with children, adolescents 

in social services, medical, and educational settings. This 

is a Bill that comes from a number of child welfare advocates. 

And I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Leader Ramirez moves for the adoption of House 

Resolution 88. All those in favor say 'aye'; all those opposed 

say… please hold, Members. I'll recognize Representative 

Carroll, who wants to speak to the Resolution." 

Carroll:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. And I apologize for messing 

up your mojo up there, but I want to… I want to commend Leader 

Ramirez on moving this Resolution. As we did a few weeks ago, 
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we passed legislation on a bipartisan basis in this Body to 

show how serious we are. I appreciate you bringing this 

forward. We're going to continue this battle. We're going to 

continue this fight to make sure that no kid ever has to go 

through that again. So, I really appreciate your work on this 

Resolution. And I encourage an 'aye' vote from everyone in 

this chamber. Thank you." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Representative Carroll. 

Representative… Leader Ramirez moves for the adoption of 

House Resolution 88. All those in favor say 'aye'; all those 

opposed say 'nay'. In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' 

have it. And the Resolution is adopted. House Resolution 131, 

Representative Conroy." 

Conroy:  "Thank you, Speaker. House Resolution 131 supports 

mandating a statewide standard that requires all Illinois 

counties to provide Medication-Assisted Treatment medications 

to individuals under their jurisdiction requiring such 

services. This is a… this is a program that's been used at 

Cook County Jail for the last several years with great, great 

success. Sadly, it is not done throughout the entire state, 

and two members of our community died in DuPage County because 

they were not able to get the medication they needed. They 

suffered from the disease of addiction. And when they left 

their time in being incarcerated, they had gone through 

withdrawal and did not have the proper treatment and, sadly, 

lost their lives to the disease. I encourage an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you. Representative Conroy moves for the 

adoption of House Resolution 131. All those in favor say 

'aye'; all those opposed say 'nay'. In the opinion of the 
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Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Resolution is adopted. 

Returning to Leader Flowers for House Resolution 61." 

Flowers:  "Thank you, Madam Chairman and Members of the committee. 

Currently a municipality or a county in the State of Illinois 

may notify owners of vehicles of any parking, traffic, or 

speeding violations that they may have by mail. These 

notifications are mailed to the owners address as recorded 

with the Secretary of State's Office. Furthermore, the 

Illinois Vehicle Code allows the Secretary of State Office to 

suspend or revoke a driver's license. The Secretary of State's 

Office notifies a licensee of the suspension and the 

revocation of the mailing… by mail, to notify them that their 

license have been revoked at the address that the Secretary 

of State Office has. However, a considerable number of these 

vehicle owners and licensee addresses are no longer valid due 

for a… due because a lot of owners have moved. So, what House 

Resolution 61 is asking for, we are requesting that the 

Secretary of State Office to conduct a study of municipalities 

or counties emailing notices to vehicle owners of any parking, 

traffic, or speeding violations, or either license revocation 

that they may have. And I would move for the adoption of House 

Resolution 61." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Members, this is a recorded vote, House 

Resolution 61. Leader Flowers moves for the adoption of House 

Resolution 61. All those in favor vote 'aye'; all those 

opposed vote 'nay'. And the voting is open. Have all voted 

who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? 

Mr. Clerk, please take the record. On this question, there 

are 118 'ayes', 0 'nays', and 0 voting 'present'. This 
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Resolution, having received a Constitutional Majority, is 

hereby adopted. House Resolution 161, Representative Andrade. 

Moving to House Resolution 164, offered by Representative 

Greenwood." 

Greenwood:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker and Members of this Assembly. 

House Resolution 164 declares the date, today, May 12 as Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Day in the State of Illinois. Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority, Incorporated was founded on the campus of Howard 

University in 1908 and incorporated in 1913. Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority is the nation's oldest African American sorority. 

The sorority has never changed its mission to cultivate and 

encourage high scholastic and ethical standards, promote 

unity and friendship among women, help alleviate problems 

concerning girls and women in order to improve their social 

status. Many prominent women have been or are members of Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, including Vice President 

Kamala Harris, the late civil rights leader Coretta Scott 

King, and Rosa Parks, and our very own Lieutenant Governor 

Juliana Stratton, and Leader and Senator Mattie Hunter, along 

with myself are proud members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Incorporated. So, once again, this day is Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Day in the State of Illinois. Thank you, Madam Speaker." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Representative Greenwood. 

Representative Greenwood asks for a vote in favor of House 

Resolution 164. All those in favor say 'aye'; all those 

opposed say 'nay'. In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' 

have it. And the Resolution is adopted. Returning to Leader 

Andrade for House Resolution 161." 
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Andrade:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. House Resolution 161, I just 

want to make clear, is not… is not a 'shall', not a 'shall'. 

Just a 'may' if the State of Illinois… if they… there's a 

concern that if we bring back the testing right now, 

immediately, that will have an effect. So, all this does is 

it urges the state that… the U.S. Department of Education to 

offer states the option. It's just an option. It's not a 

'shall'. Not a 'shall'. The state's options, if they do decide 

to waive the assessment community accountability reporting 

requirements. So, it's just a maybe… it's just a 'may'. Thank 

you." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Leader Andrade. Leader Batinick is 

recognized." 

Batinick:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?" 

Speaker Ammons:  "He says he will." 

Batinick:  "Representative… or Leader. Leader. I haven't had a 

chance to say that yet. I just want to clarify something. Did 

you mention that this was a 'may', not a 'shall'?" 

Andrade:  "Correct." 

Batinick:  "Is that… is that what you said?" 

Andrade:  "It just says 'may', 'may'. If they request that… that 

if…" 

Batinick:  "You can say it like three or four more times, maybe 

we'll internalize it." 

Andrade:  "Yes. 'May', 'may'. And hopefully may you vote 'yes'. 

Just… it's just a 'may'. So, I'm with you. I believe there 

should be a guideline to know where we're at. My Senator 

passed this Bill on the Senate and has requested for me to 
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pass it here. But I think it's important to show that it's 

just they 'may' have an option. That's all. It's not…" 

Batinick:  "May." 

Andrade:  "There's 'may'. Just the 'may'." 

Batinick:  "Month of May. Thank you, Representative. You may see 

some 'yes' and 'no' votes, but we will ask for a roll call on 

this one. Thank you." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Leader Andrade. Roll call has been 

requested. All in… House Resolution… Leader Andrade presents 

House Resolution 161. Members please vote 'aye' or vote 'nay'. 

The voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted 

who wish? Have all voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, please take the 

record. On a vote of 75 'yays', 39 'nays', and 0 'present', 

House Resolution 161, having received the constitutional 

vote, will be… Constitutional Majority, is hereby adopted. 

Moving to Representative Yingling for House Resolution 175. 

Representative Yingling." 

Yingling:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. House Resolution 175 declares 

May of 2021 as Save Your Tooth Month. It's a nationwide 

initiative and recognizes the endodontists who are dedicated 

to saving patient's natural teeth and encourages citizens of 

Illinois to practice good oral hygiene to save their… their 

natural teeth. I'd appreciate an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Representative Yingling moves for the 

adoption of House Resolution 175. All those in favor say 

'aye'; all those opposed say 'nay'. And in the opinion of the 

Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Resolution is adopted. 

Leader Andrade, for what reason do you rise?" 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 

102nd GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE 

 

    33rd Legislative Day  5/12/2021 

 

  10200033.docx 24 

Andrade:  "It's too late. Thank you very much. I was just going to 

ask him, is it just one tooth or all teeth? That's all." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Leader. Moving back to Leader Andrade 

for House Resolution 183." 

Andrade:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam, Pat Clark is a 

constituent of mine who's been an un… like no other citizen 

in my community. She has constantly been a volunteer and has 

shown what it is to be a good neighbor. So, this just… it 

already passed, but it just celebrates her volunteerism in 

the community. I wish an 'aye' vote, respectfully. Thank you." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Leader Andrade. Leader Andrade moves 

for the adoption of House Resolution 183. All those in favor 

vote 'aye'; all those… oh, it's not vote. All those in favor 

say 'aye'; all those opposed say 'nay'. And in the opinion of 

the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Resolution is adopted. 

Representative Mason, presenting House Resolution 186." 

Mason:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. House Resolution 186 declares 

the month of April 2021 as Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 

This coincides with the national dedication of the same 

awareness month, originally coordinated in 2001 and observed 

every April since. I ask for an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you. Representative Mason moves for the 

adoption of House Resolution 186. All those in favor say 

'aye'; all those opposed say 'nay'. In the opinion of the 

Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Resolution is adopted. 

Moving to House Resolution 194, presented by Representative 

Moeller." 

Moeller:  "Thank you, Madam Chair, Members of the House. House 

Resolution 194 calls on the General Assembly and the Governor 
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to consider the Guidehouse rate study that has done a deep 

dive into the developmental… the system that provides care 

for our developmentally disabled residents and intellectually 

disabled residents. We have known that the state has been 

deficient for many years in providing adequate funding for 

this system. And this rate study illustrates that. There is 

no opposition to this Resolution. Be happy to answer any 

questions, and ask for an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you. Representative Moeller moves for the 

adoption of House Resolution 194. All those in favor say 

'aye'; all those opposed say 'nay'. And in the opinion of the 

Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And the Resolution is adopted. 

Members, on page 3 of the Calendar, under Consideration 

Postponed, is House Bill 1092. We recognize Representative 

Stoneback for House Bill 1092." 

Stoneback:  "Madam Speaker, Members of the House, I'd like to speak 

on House Bill 1092. There have been no fewer than 196 mass 

shootings since the beginning of the year. Several of the 

mass shootings in the past few months have occurred in 

Atlanta, Colorado, Indiana, and Wisconsin. Last weekend, 

there was a shooting at a birthday party in Colorado Springs 

on Mother's Day weekend in which the gunman fatally shot six 

adults before turning the gun on himself. According to 

reports, there were three young children at the party when 

the shooting happened. Three young girls whose mothers were 

killed on Mother's Day weekend. I'd just like everybody to 

think about the trauma that those girls will carry with them 

for the rest of their lives. Every time there's a mass 

shooting, or any shooting, there's a ripple effect. The 
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shooting victim is not the only one affected, entire families 

and communities are traumatized and devastated. There is 

nothing that can be done to fully rebuild what was lost. We 

have clearly seen a rise in violence that began last year and 

that's continued throughout the pandemic across the nation, 

but also specifically in Illinois. In 2020, Illinois reported 

69 mass shootings, up from 41 the previous year. According to 

the Cook County Medical Examiner's Office, a record-breaking 

875 people died from gun violence last year, 78 percent of 

the victims were black. Chicago police reported that 

shootings and murders jumped by more than 50 percent in 2020. 

In light of all of this, it is critical that we strengthen 

our state's existing Firearms Restraining Order law so we can 

prevent firearm tragedies. This law, which has been in effect 

for more than two years and four months, allows family members 

and law enforcement to obtain a civil order to temporarily 

remove guns from individuals who pose a significant risk of 

harm to themselves or others. In states where this type of 

law is implemented, petitions have been filed to prevent mass 

shootings, hate crimes, domestic violence gun crimes, and 

suicides. One study found 21 cases in California that disarmed 

potential mass shooters over a 2-year period. Authorities in 

Washington State disarmed the leader of a violent neo-Nazi 

hate group who was training to wage a 'race war'. However, 

the law is not effective unless people are informed and 

empowered to use it, and it has been underutilized in 

Illinois. We have spoken with the Illinois State Police, 

state's attorneys, and the Attorney General's Office, as well 

as national experts to obtain their input and help us identify 
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gaps in the original law. Based on those conversations, we 

focused on correcting oversights in the original law and 

assisting in implementation by promoting awareness and 

education. As I have spoken with many of you about this Bill, 

I'd like to focus specifically on the concerns raised in 

previous debate around the part of the Bill that provides for 

people with a child in common as well as former spouses to be 

petitioners. There is plenty of data to support that these 

categories should be included. People in these categories are 

often the victims of threatening or violent conduct involving 

firearms. The CDC analyzed the murders of women in 18 states 

from 2003 to 2014, finding a total 10,018 deaths. Of those, 

55 percent were intimate partner violence-related, meaning 

they occurred at the hands of a former or current partner or 

the partner's family or friends. In 93 percent of those cases, 

the culprit was a former or current romantic partner. 

According to a publication by the American Journal of Public 

Health, the presence of a gun in domestic violence situations 

increases the risk of homicide for women by 500 percent. These 

individuals should be provided the same avenue that current 

spouses or other family members have available to protect 

themselves and possibly their children from firearms 

violence. We should be in the business of providing more 

choices for victims of domestic violence, not less. Some have 

argued that these categories of petitioners can be protected 

under a traditional order of protection. However, it is 

important to note that, even if we've set domestic violence 

situations aside, we should be including FRO petitioners, 

people who would be in a position to know when someone is in 
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crisis and at risk of committing violence. Those people 

include former spouses and people with a child in common. For 

example, if a former spouse is concerned about his or her 

ex's behavior, and worries that they might commit suicide, a 

traditional order of protection would not be appropriate, 

since it would cover only the petitioner and a minor child or 

another dependent, not the respondent. In this case, they 

would need to petition for a FRO and have the firearms removed 

from their suicidal former spouse. In fact, when the Illinois 

State Bar Association Family Law Section Council examined the 

newly enacted Firearms Restraining Order law, it identified 

the absence of these categories and petitioners as one of the 

most noticeable gaps in the law. They subsequently 

recommended the change in their legislative package, and it 

was introduced in a Senate Bill in 2020, but did not advance 

due to the pandemic. It has been asked whether any former 

spouses or people with a child in common in Illinois have 

sought to petition for a FRO and were unable to do so. We 

discovered that this has occurred. A family law attorney in 

Lake County described to me that he was personally contacted 

by a potential petitioner in just this situation. He informed 

her that she lacked standing to proceed with a petition as a… 

for a Firearms Restraining Order as she was a former, rather 

than a current, spouse. In that situation, the would-be 

responded continues to have possession of approximately 15 

firearms despite being out of bond awaiting trial on a 

separate assault against a minor to whom he's not related. 

The only argument I've heard why these categories should not 

be included is out of a fear of the FRO being used 
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vindictively. But in my months working on this Bill, and in 

my years working on this issue, I have not seen any data to 

support this fear. It should be noted that the due process 

for a Firearms Restraining Order is very tight and will remain 

so. The standard of proof for FROs is far higher than 

traditional orders of protection. For a FRO, a petitioner 

must provide clear and convincing evidence, while a 

traditional order of protection requires the lower standard 

preponderance of the evidence. The standing requirements for 

FROs are far tighter than traditional orders of protection 

and would continue to be tighter… far tighter even with the 

inclusion of these categories. Multiple due process 

protections are built into the FRO, including a rehearing, 

providing the responded with a form to request a rehearing, 

tight timelines, and more. None of these are stricken by the 

proposed Bill. Nine states and the District of Columbia 

include a person with a child in common among eligible 

petitioners. Six of these states include both former spouses 

and persons with a child in common. As Members of the General 

Assembly, we are elected by the people of Illinois to debate 

and pass meaningful legislation in their best interest. When 

tragedies occur, it is our responsibility to reexamine the 

status quo and determine how we can improve State Laws to 

prevent another tragedy. When laws are not doing what they 

were originally intended to do, we need to fix them. This law 

has been in effect for over two years and four months. It has 

not been implemented correctly because of a lack of awareness. 

It has not protected people who wanted one because of their 

lack of standing. It's time to correct these flaws. I ask 
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that when you vote today to prevent tragedies and to support 

of public safety. Because if we wake up tomorrow, and there 

are more gun tragedies, and we haven't done our part, we will 

regret it, and we won't be able to dial back the clock and 

bring back lives. I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Representative. Representative 

McCombie is recognized." 

McCombie:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. It's kind of loud in here, 

if you would mind, just a little bit." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Members, if we can lower the volume a little 

bit." 

McCombie:  "Thank you. A couple of questions for the Sponsor." 

Speaker Ammons:  "She said she will yield." 

McCombie:  "Is this the original Bill that we already discussed 

here on the floor today? Has there been any Amendments?" 

Stoneback:  "There have been no Amendments since it was previously 

voted on." 

McCombie:  "Okay." 

Stoneback:  "I have addressed those concerns in my statement." 

McCombie:  "Okay. So, the previous negotiated Bill… negotiated 

Bill included staff from both sides of the aisle. It included 

Legislators from both sides of the aisle. And it included 

advocates on both sides of the issue. Can you tell me where 

your language came from?" 

Stoneback:  "So, I have spoken, as I stated, with state's 

attorneys… with multiple state's attorneys' offices, with the 

Office of the Attorney General, who has been working very 

hard at promoting the Firearms Restraining Order law to law 

enforcement. We have spoken with police chiefs about it. We've 
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spoken with advocates about it, domestic violence, family law 

attorneys, and I have spoken with the Illinois State Rifle 

Association. I've spoken with people on both sides of the 

aisle. I have, from the very beginning, had the hope that 

this would be a bipartisan effort. I think this is something 

that…" 

McCombie:  "So, I'm sorry." 

Stoneback:  "…everyone can get…" 

McCombie:  "Can we have Standard Debate? And I can almost hardly 

hear her. I'm sorry." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Members. Members, this is a very important Bill. 

Please lower the volume so that the Members can hear." 

Stoneback:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. So…" 

McCombie:  "Yeah, Representative, I understand that you spoke with 

those people, or… but who… who created the language?" 

Stoneback:  "So, the Illinois State Police weighed in heavily on 

the language. Part of the language was taken from Senator 

Curran's Bill. He had a mini Bill to… on a specific change to 

make sure that you could file a petition…" 

McCombie:  "Okay." 

Stoneback:  "…in a county where the respondent… where an incident 

occurs, not only where the respondent lives. Then there was 

language picked up from Senator Morrison's small Bill that 

was filed last year, to include the expansion of the former 

spouse and person with a child in common that was thoroughly 

explained in my statement. And I believe that there were some 

other minor changes in those. And then, the commission really 

weighed in heavily…" 

McCombie:  "Okay. But that's… we'll go onto the commission…" 
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Stoneback:  "…some of the national experts that I've been 

consulting with." 

McCombie:  "Right. Okay, thank you. Is law enforcement… Illinois 

law enforcement on board?" 

Stoneback:  "So, the Illinois State Police, as I said, helped draft 

parts of the Bill." 

McCombie:  "Are they on board?" 

Stoneback:  "They are technically neutral, I believe, but they are 

supportive of the Bill." 

McCombie:  "They are supportive? You're saying the Illinois State 

Police is supportive of this Bill?" 

Stoneback:  "Yes." 

McCombie:  "It's my understanding they have no position that…" 

Stoneback:  "I think they slipped… I think they slipped in neutral 

because they don't take a position." 

McCombie:  "Okay." 

Stoneback:  "But I've spoken with…" 

McCombie:  "So, a neutral is not a support or an opposed, just for 

clarification. Is that correct?" 

Stoneback:  "Give me a minute." 

McCombie:  "No, I just said… the question if somebody's neutral 

that does not mean they support or oppose. Is that correct?" 

Stoneback:  "We have a lot of their language in the Bill. So, yes. 

That's…" 

McCombie:  "Yes, what? Yes…" 

Stoneback:  "They're… they're neutral." 

McCombie:  "Which means they're not opposed or they're not 

supportive, correct?" 

Stoneback:  "That's your interpretation. Yes." 
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McCombie:  "Okay. How about Illinois Sheriffs?" 

Stoneback:  "The Illinois Sheriffs are opposed, and we've spoken…" 

McCombie:  "Illinois Chiefs?" 

Stoneback:  "Can I just finish my statement?" 

McCombie:  "Sure." 

Stoneback:  "So, they've… they're opposed… that we committed with 

them that we will continue the conversation in the Senate. 

I've listened to all of their feedback, and we're definitely 

interested in talking with them further." 

McCombie:  "Okay." 

Stoneback:  "And I would like to note that the Cook and Lake County 

Sheriffs slipped in support of the Bill language as it is." 

McCombie:  "Two out of a hundred and two counties. Thank you. 

Illinois Chiefs, where are they?" 

Stoneback:  "They are neutral. We have negotiated with them." 

McCombie:  "No, they are not neutral." 

Stoneback:  "The Illinois Chiefs Association?" 

McCombie:  "They are not neutral because they're asking for the 

training mandate to be stricken." 

Stoneback:  "Oh, well, I'm not aware of that. Who's… who did you 

speak with?" 

McCombie:  "They've had a conversation, they've stated, with you 

and explained that they're asking for the training mandates 

to stop, due to the avalanche of training mandates and instead 

allow ILETSB to determine a 32-hour package of in-service 

each year and roll that out." 

Stoneback:  "So, the training, I can speak to that a little bit." 

McCombie:  "Well, I don't need to… I just… the question was…" 

Stoneback:  "Well…" 
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McCombie:  "…are the Illinois Chiefs in support, and you said, 

yes. And I'm telling you no." 

Stoneback:  "Well, my understanding was that they were neutral." 

McCombie:  "Okay. How about Illinois State Rifle Association?" 

Stoneback:  "I assume they are… continue to be opposed." 

McCombie:  "Okay. Have you considered any of their changes? They 

were strong support of the last Bill. Have you talked to… I 

mean, have you considered any of their changes?" 

Stoneback:  "I have considered their changes." 

McCombie:  "Which part of their changes did you not like?" 

Stoneback:  "So, I don't have the document right here, I believe, 

but…" 

McCombie:  "Okay. I can help you. I can help you. Their first was 

the FRO awareness program. Any consideration to changes to 

that?" 

Stoneback:  "The FRO awareness program?" 

McCombie:  "Yep." 

Stoneback:  "I think that, that is going to be determined by the 

law enforcement awareness program or the other one, the 

general public one." 

McCombie:  "I'll just continue." 

Stoneback:  "I mean, some of this will be determined by ILETSB for 

the law enforcement training. And then, the Department of 

Public Health is… generally, in my understanding, that rules 

and the agencies will do their due diligence in fully 

communicating what they feel they need to communicate in the 

training." 

McCombie:  "I'll just continue on with some of their concerns. The 

commission on implementing the FRO Act… the FRO training, 
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which was also a concern of the chiefs, as I stated. Reference 

to firearm parts, reports to the General Assembly, and 

definitions of family members. Those were their concerns." 

Stoneback:  "Okay. And I'm… I'm willing to continue a conversation 

in the Senate, but…" 

McCombie:  "A conver… a conversation, however…" 

Stoneback:  "…I just want to say… I just want to say that, the 

Illinois State Rifle Association contacted me several hours 

before the Bill was going to be heard in committee. And so, 

in order for me to be able…" 

McCombie:  "So, they haven't contacted you since then? Have they 

not contacted you?" 

Stoneback:  "I have… I have corresponded. I texted back and forth 

with them. And at this point, at the very last minute, you 

know… and I'm willing to continue a conversation. So, I'll 

just leave it at that." 

McCombie:  "Okay. Because some of our Members had the… had the 

idea, and I'm not sure where, that you had actually made some 

changes upon their recommendation." 

Stoneback:  "So, I am sure there will be tweaks in the Senate. I 

have not… I have not said that… I mean, I've said… I've 

continued from the very beginning to say we'll continue the 

conversation in the Senate." 

McCombie:  "Who's the Senate Sponsor?" 

Stoneback:  "Senator Ram Villivalam." 

McCombie:  "And is… is the Senator open to conversations with all 

of…" 

Stoneback:  "Yes." 

McCombie:  "…the opposed? And is the conversation…" 
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Stoneback:  "He's open to… I've indicated that he is… that he… 

that I am saying that we will continue the conversations. I 

do believe that he is open to conversations." 

McCombie:  "And a conversation is two-sided, right?" 

Stoneback:  "Yeah." 

McCombie:  "Okay. Great. To the Bill. Let me be extremely clear to 

the Body. This Bill will not, will not stop the rise of 

violence. It just won't. I disagree that the law has been 

underutilized due to only having 59 petitions. That being 

said, I do agree with the educational campaign portion of 

this Bill. But I don't think that requires legislation. We do 

not agree with the expansion of the definition as it will 

have serious unintended consequences for children and 

families in Illinois. We do not agree with the makeup of the 

commission. Under #6 it states that, 'a member of a nonprofit 

organization whose mission is to reduce gun violence.' That 

is great. But we would like to you add, 'to ask for a nonprofit 

organization whose mission is, is to protect our Second 

Amendment rights.' The process in Springfield can be 

questionable at times, to say the very least. This Bill was 

previously negotiated. It took a long time. Our staff on both 

sides, advocates on both sides, Legislators on both sides 

spent a lot of time together in the same room working on this 

Bill. We pass Bills in Springfield and it seems it's never 

enough for some Members. Issues continue to get pushed year 

after year, after year. Promises continue to be broken by us 

when our word is supposed to be our bond. It's hard to work 

together sometimes knowing a new year seems to nullify any 

agreements or promises that were made in the previous year. 
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This Bill is just another Bill that was done without 

collaboration that takes another hit on our constitutional 

rights and our freedoms. I urge a 'no' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Representative DeLuca is recognized. For what 

reason do you rise?" 

DeLuca:  "Thank you, Mrs. Speaker. Will the Sponsor yield?" 

Speaker Ammons:  "She indicates that she will." 

DeLuca:  "Thank you. Representative, on page 2, line 3, the line 

reads, 'specific information on situations in which a firearm 

restraining order may be appropriate such as with situations 

of domestic violence, mental health crisis, or anyone who is 

at risk of injuring themselves or others.' Are you familiar 

with that line?" 

Stoneback:  "It was page 2, Section 3?" 

DeLuca:  "Yes." 

Stoneback:  "Yes." 

DeLuca:  "Do you have it in front of you?" 

Stoneback:  "Yes." 

DeLuca:  "Where it says, 'appropriate such as with situations of 

domestic violence, mental health crisis,' would you be 

willing to put a period right there and strike the rest of 

the sentence?" 

Stoneback:  "I could consider that. I don't know if that… I don't 

necessarily… the reason that it is open-ended there is because 

there are other situations… so, Firearms Restraining Orders, 

for example, can be used to potentially, if… if a senior 

citizen is developing dementia, remove the lethal means from 

that person if they're going through an episode and they need 

to have them removed for safety. So, there are other 
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situations in which it's necessary. But, you know… and this 

list here, I'll just point out to you, is the program may 

include… so, it's a 'may' include, but is not limited to. So, 

it doesn't… I mean, it's fine to take it out, I suppose, but 

it doesn't necessarily mean that other instances may not be 

included. It was meant to give direction to the department 

to… for their awareness campaign. Does that… does that answer 

your question?" 

DeLuca:  "Well, yes. And, Representative Stoneback, I know you've 

worked hard on this, and I'm carrying the water for anyone. 

You have talked to me about this Bill a number of times. I 

told you I would look at it. I've read it." 

Stoneback:  "Right." 

DeLuca:  "And this was a… this was a Section and a sentence that 

I… really caused me to pause because 'anyone who is at risk 

of injuring themselves or others' is extremely broad. That is 

extremely broad, and that's why I'm asking you if you'd be 

willing to strike that Section and put a period after 'mental 

health crisis', I would vote for your Bill." 

Stoneback:  "So, this is… this is not actually… this is actually 

for the awareness program. So… and I think that one thing 

that we all agree on here is that we want to make people aware 

and help one another. So, if somebody is having suicidal 

thoughts, that we want to get them the help they need. And 

so, the awareness program should be broad, in my opinion, 

because you don't want to limit it too much because that will 

indicate to the general public that they… that this tool is 

not appropriate for them. Obviously, in the Bill itself, if 

someone were to apply for a petition, they have a very high 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 

102nd GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

TRANSCRIPTION DEBATE 

 

    33rd Legislative Day  5/12/2021 

 

  10200033.docx 39 

standard of due process. They have a burden of proof. And 

they can be accused and prosecuted for perjury if they bring 

a clause… a false claim. So, there… the due process and the 

restrictions are very… it's a high standard. I think that if 

we let one… let everyone in the general public know this is 

a tool that perhaps you can use to help prevent a tragedy 

from someone you love, from someone that you care about, that 

you're familiar with, they're going through a nasty divorce, 

a mental health crisis, whatever they're going through. And 

there are vastly different situations. Everything from a mass 

shooting or a hate crime to a domestic violence situation. 

And I hope that answers your question. I am absolutely happy 

to consider the change and look at… look at how… getting you 

comfortable with the language of this Bill, and I wish we 

would have this conversation earlier. Again, but I'm happy to 

continue that conversation with you." 

DeLuca:  "All right. One last question. Who would determine the 

risk of injuring themselves or others? Who would determine 

that?" 

Stoneback:  "So, that would all go through a judge, and that's in 

the existing Firearms Restraining Order law. So, this Bill is 

not an original extreme risk protection order law. Illinois 

already has that law in place. This Bill only strengthens it 

in certain concrete areas and then creates the commission and 

awareness and education program. The judge really would have 

either, you know… the evidence is brought in front of them. 

The petitioner has the burden of proof. And they have to 

provide clear and convincing evidence, rather than a 

preponderance of the evidence. So, for a traditional order of 
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protection, through which firearms also may be removed, if 

needed, the burden of proof, the standard of proof is a 

preponderance of the evidence, which is a lower standard. So, 

this is actually a higher standard, not a lower standard." 

DeLuca:  "Okay. Thank you very much." 

Stoneback:  "Absolutely." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Seeing no other Members seeking recognition at 

this time, Representative Stoneback to close." 

Stoneback:  "I just want to, again, reiterate that this is a Bill 

that will strengthen an already existing law in Illinois that 

was originally crafted to help prevent gun tragedies. And I 

want to thank everyone here who worked on that previous law 

and brought it into reality. And I do think that it's 

important for all of us, as Legislators, here, to think about 

how we can actually help our constituents in our districts 

and… who are gun owners and who are not gun owners, families 

and children, and prevent the next mass shooting, tragic gun 

suicide from happening and from all of those terrible, 

traumatic ripple effects that every single fatal shooting 

brings with it. So, thank you all. And I urge an 'aye' vote." 

Speaker Ammons:  "The question is, 'Shall House Bill 1092 pass?' 

All in favor vote 'aye'; all opposed vote 'nay'. The voting 

is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? 

Have all voted who wish? Mr. Clerk, take the record. On this 

question, there are 69 voting in 'favor', 43 voting 'against', 

and 0 voting 'present'. This Bill, having received a 

Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. Leader 

Manley is recognized." 
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Manley:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. A point of personal privilege, 

please." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Please state your point." 

Manley:  "I want to copy what Leader Hernandez said last week about 

Brandon Von Liski. He's our Page. Hopefully soon we'll see 

him back on the floor. I know he's listening right now. 

Brandon is going to be part of a radiothon. He is affiliated 

with SPARC here in Springfield. And he's going to participate 

and do an interview at 7:10 tomorrow morning, 7:10 a.m. The 

radiothon goes from 6 to 9, but he will be featured at 7:10, 

and he's going to be talking about what SPARC does and their 

post-pandemic summer plans. Next year, I am planning to do a 

tour of SPARC and would like to invite all of you to tour 

their facility. What they do is amazing. Brandon's on the 

floor with his job coach, Nancy, and he does a fantastic job 

for us. He want… he calls me in my office to remind me to 

tell you that please, please consider a generous donation. 

Without donations, they can't do what they do. And he wanted 

me to give you the phone number. So, write this down or I'll 

text all of you later. 217-835-7647. 217-835-7647. Please be 

generous. Brandon does a great job and SPARC does wonderful 

things for those it serves. In the meantime, if you see 

Brandon, wish him well in advance of his radio interview and 

tell him you'll be listening. Thank you, everybody." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Thank you, Leader. Representative Robinson is 

recognized. For what reason do you rise?" 

Robinson:  "Personal point of privilege." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Please state your point, Sir." 
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Robinson:  "Thank you, Madam Speaker. I would like if this Body 

could wish my very, very dear friend, Chairman Kam Buckner, 

a happy 25th birthday." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Happy birthday, Chairman Buckner. Mr. Clerk, 

Agreed Resolutions." 

Clerk Bolin:  "Agreed Resolutions. House Resolution 284, offered 

by Representative Walsh. House Resolution 285, offered by 

Representative Windhorst. House Resolution 287, offered by 

Representative Hurley. And House Resolution 288, offered by 

Representative Meyers-Martin." 

Speaker Ammons:  "Leader Harris moves for the adoption of Agreed 

Resolutions. All those in favor say 'aye'; all those opposed 

say 'nay'. In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. 

And the Agreed Resolutions are adopted. And now, allowing 

perfunctory time for the Clerk, Leader Harris moves that the 

House to stand adjourned until Thursday, May 13, at the hour 

of noon. All those in favor say 'aye'; all those opposed say 

'nay'. In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes' have it. And 

the House stands adjourned." 

Clerk Hollman:  "House Perfunctory Session will come to order. 

Committee Reports. Representative Rita, Chairperson from the 

Committee on Executive reports the following committee action 

taken on May 12, 2021: do pass Consent Calendar is Senate 

Bill 84, Senate Bill 110, Senate Bill 346, Senate Bill 622, 

Senate Bill 1655, Senate Bill 1697, Senate Bill 2435, Senate 

Bill 2522; do pass Short Debate is Senate Bill 521, Senate 

Bill 2196; do pass as amended Consent Calendar is Senate Bill 

1360, Senate Bill 1840; do pass as amended Short Debate is 

Senate Bill 265. Introduction and First Reading of Senate 
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Bills. Senate Bill 817, offered by Representative Harris, a 

Bill for an Act concerning education. Senate Bill 967 offered 

by Representative Greenwood, a Bill for an Act concerning 

health. Senate Bill 1410, offered by Leader Durkin, a Bill 

for an Act concerning local government. First Reading of these 

Senate Bills. There being no further business, the House 

Perfunctory Session will stand adjourned." 


